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FOREWORD 


F rom the beginning this book has been made possible by the faith of all those 
associated with it that not only was it worth doing but that somehow, no matter 
what the obstacles, it could and should be published. Mr. Currier received no en¬ 
couragement from the publishers of his Bibliography of John Greenleaf Whittier 
that they or anyone else would publish another such work, however important or 
well done it might be. He was undaunted and doggedly continued work in the 
firm conviction that the most immediate problem was to complete the manuscript 
—publication would take care of itself. His friend Carroll A. Wilson encouraged 
him in this and gave him constant aid and advice until Mr. Currier s death in 
September 1946. 

At that time the manuscript was perhaps seventy per cent completed, although 
the intervening years have brought forth a number of items unknown to Mr. 
Currier, as well as manuscripts and publishers’ records which he had not found 
and which had to be incorporated in the text. Besides, the whole needed to be 
checked and put in final form. 

At first, Mr. Wilson thought he might be able to prepare his friend’s book for 
the press, and, indeed, at that time there was no one else so familiar with it. Soon, 
however, his own health and prior commitments forced him to conclude that an¬ 
other person must be found for the task, and he suggested Miss Eleanor M. Tilton, 
whose Amiable Autocrat: A Biography of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes was then 
in press. This was a book that both he and Mr. Currier had aided, and his appre¬ 
ciation of Miss Tilton’s abilities was therefore based on direct observation. 

Before arrangements with Miss Tilton were completed, Mr. Wilson was dead, 
and the Council of the Bibliographical Society of America accepted, in the sum¬ 
mer of 1948, the responsibility of seeing that the manuscript was prepared for the 
press and, if no one else could* be persuaded tb undertake it, of publishing it. The 
Council appointed a supervisory bommitteej'and very soon that committee, hav- 
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ing found a private donor willing to subsidize the necessary travel and typing ex¬ 
penses, concluded arrangements with Miss Tilton for the editorial work. 

Since then the members of the committee have had very little to do and that 
little merely the pleasant task of occasionally meeting with their editor to hear of 
progress and to ratify decisions which she was more competent to make than 
they were. 

There remains one final act of faith to be recorded. In the spring of 1949, Dr. 
LeRoy E. Kimball, at that time president of the Bibliographical Society of Ameri¬ 
ca, volunteered to have New York University Press, of which he is the chairman, 
publish the manuscript when completed. It is the earnest hope of all those who 
have been in any way connected with this book that Dr. Kimball’s generous act 
will be supported by our collector and library book-buying friends. 

In the printing of this book the Society owes a great debt to Miss Jean B. Barr, 
whose experience in book design and production has been recognized for many 
years by awards for her accomplishments as active head of New York University 
Press. This notable volume, appearing just before Miss Barr’s retirement, will 
serve as the capstone of a distin^ished career. 

W. A. J. 

Library of Harvard University 
The Houghton Library 
March 
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PREFACE 


T en years ago in Cambridge I felt myself fortunate in my acquaintance with 
Thomas Franklin Currier, then at work on this bibliography of Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Mr. Currier s generosity was boundless; he allowed me the use 
of his study and free access to his notes, and he gave me his unfailing interest. Dur¬ 
ing our six years of friendship and co-operation, Mr. Currier and I had the en¬ 
couragement of the late Carroll A. Wilson. For us both, Mr. Wilson s advice and 
enthusiasm were as valuable as his excellent library, freely opened to us. Had he 
lived, Mr. Wilson would have been the appropriate editor of this book, which 
owed its inception to his urging. For myself the privilege of editing Mr. Currier’s 
unfinished manuscript has allowed me to repay in part my large indebtedness to 
Mr. Currier and Mr. Wilson. It is with their teaching and example in mind that 
the work has been pursued. 

A work of this sort owes much to the kind help of many institutions and in¬ 
dividuals. Mr. Currier would wish first to acknowledge the assistance and hos¬ 
pitality of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jackson Holmes. Mr. Holmes generously made 
available his grandfather’s books and manuscripts, which he loaned to Mr. Cur¬ 
rier and subsequently presented to Harvard University. It goes without saying 
that this collection of Dr. Holmes’s own copies of his books has been of the great¬ 
est use. 

Dr. Holmes’s publishers, Houghton, Mifflin & Company, opened their vol¬ 
uminous records (described specifically here at page 2) both to Mr. Currier and 
to me. These records we were able to use both at the Riverside Press and in the 
Houghton Library, where they are now on deposit. Particular thanks are due to 
Mr. C. Howard Roberts of the Riverside Press for his help, and to Houghton, 
Mifflin & Company for permission to quote from their manuscript records and 
from their publications. 

To the Bibliographical Society of America I am indebted for financial assistance 
but more particularly for the advice of members of the committee sponsoring this 
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publication. Mr. Parkman D. Howe not only has been generous with his excel¬ 
lent Holmes collection but has also shown a greatly appreciated interest in the 
progress of the work. He was good enough, too, to read the entire manuscript. I 
am grateful to my friend Mr. George Goodspeed for assistance of many kinds, 
for advice, and for his reading of parts of the manuscript. Mr. William A. Jack- 
son, chairman of the committee, has been helpful in assisting me to useful ma¬ 
terial and has in many other ways facilitated the work. To Mr. Jacob Blanck, who 
is preparing the Society’s bibliography of American literature, I owe my thanks 
for access to his manuscript and notes and for his advice on numerous occasions. 

My friend Miss Miriam R. Small, who is editing the letters of Dr. Holmes, has 
been at all times thoughtful of my interests, generous with information, and 
prompt to answer questions. To another friend. Miss Delight Tolies, I am much 
in debt for her careful and patient reading of large parts of the manuscript. Miss 
Anne Koreny, of New York University, has given the copy very helpful close 
reading. 

Mr. James F. Ballard of the Boston Medical Library has with much kindness 
permitted persistent invasions of his office and greatly facilitated the use of the 
library’s excellent collection of Holmes material. The patient and intelligent 
help of Miss Caroline Jakeman of Houghton Library, Harvard, is well known to 
all who have had occasion to use its collections. I wish to thank also Mr. David A. 
Randall of Scribner’s Book Store for allowing me access to material from the 
Wilson Holmes collection, and Mr. Mark DeWolfe Howe for calling my atten¬ 
tion to materials and making them accessible to me. 

Posthumous acknowledgments are owing to Mrs. Frederick Winslow, who as¬ 
sisted Mr. Currier particularly in the difficult task of combing the columns of 
magazines and newspapers; to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Dana, who made 
the materials at Craigie House available to Mr. Currier and to me; and to Dr. 
Josiah C. Trent, whose collection of Holmes letters and books has been helpful. 

For permission to quote from manuscripts I wish to thank Miss Mildred How¬ 
ells, Mrs. Josiah C. Trent, Mr. David Randall, and Dr. Warren G. Atwood. Mr. 
William Cameron Forbes hospitably allowed me to see the Naushon Island man¬ 
uscript books and permitted me to quote from them. Mr. F. Skiddy von Stade, 
Jr., kindly arranged for me to see the records of the Porcellian Club. Acknowl¬ 
edgment is due also to Houghton Library, the Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
the archives, and the Porcellian Club of Harvard University for permission to 
quote from manuscripts. To the Harvard Medical School I am grateful for the 
opportunity to examine the manuscript records of the faculty. Other institutions 
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that have allowed the use of manuscripts and pictures in their collections are the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, the Boston Medical Library, the Boston Public 
Library, the Berg Collection of the New York Public Library, the Library of the 
University of Rochester, the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, the Library of 
Congress, and the Henry E. Huntington Library. Mr. Henry Schuman has al¬ 
lowed me to reprint material from my Amiable Autocrat, and Mrs. Carroll A. 
Wilson has kindly permitted me to quote from the printed catalogue of Mr. Wil¬ 
son’s collection. 

Other individuals whose kind assistance is much appreciated are Miss Rosalind 
Richards, Mrs. Edna C. Davis of the William Andrews Clark Memorial Li¬ 
brary, Miss Marion Brown of the Brown University Library, Miss Fanny J. Clark 
of the Berkshire Athenaeum, Mrs. Charles White formerly of Temple University, 
Mr. Walter Muir Whitehill of the Boston Athenaeum, Mr. William B. Van Len- 
nep of the Harvard Theatre Collection, Mr. Kimball C. Elkins of the Harvard 
archives. Dr. Reginald Fitz of the Harvard Medical School, Mr. Alfred F. Romer 
of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Mr. Henry J. Dubester of the Library 
of Congress, Mr. Tyrus G. Harmsen of the Henry E. Huntington Library, Mr. 
Keyes D. Metcalf of Widener Library, Mr. John R. Russell of the University of 
Rochester Library, Dr. W. B. McDaniel, 2nd, of the Library of the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia, Mr. J. Francis Driscoll and Mrs. Heyliger de Windt 
of Boston, Mr. Whitman Bennett of New York, Mr. Edward Forbes of the Fogg 
Art Museum, Mr. William J. Kelleher of New Jersey, and Colonel Edward C. 
Morse of Washington. 

The collections of many institutions besides those already named have been of 
value, particularly those of the Bostonian Society, the Old South Church, the 
Harvard Medical School Library, the American Antiquarian Society, the Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Library of Phillips Academy, Andover, the John Crerar Li¬ 
brary, the Travellers’ Insurance Company, the Olin Library of Wesleyan Univer¬ 
sity, the Chapin Collection of Williams College, the libraries of Yale University 
and the Yale Medical School, the New York Academy of Medicine, the libraries 
of Columbia University and Columbia Medical School, the New York Public Li¬ 
brary, the New-York Historical Society, the Library of the University of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the Surgeon-General’s 
Library. 

In the course of his nine years’ work, Mr. Currier must have received the help 
of many other individuals and libraries not here named; he would certainly wish 
his appreciation of their assistance to be expressed. He would wish particularly to 
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thank Harvard University for financial aid as I wish to thank Temple University 
both for its financial grant and for a semester’s leave of absence. 

Mr. Currier would wish to have recognized the sympathy and assistance of the 
members of his family. And I wish to thank Mrs. Currier and Miss Margaret Cur¬ 
rier for their frequent hospitality, for their readiness to help, and especially for 
the privilege of bringing to completion Mr. Currier’s work. 

Eleanor M. Tilton 


Barnard College 
February lo, 
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ERRATA 

Page i 8 y. Henry Ingersoll Bowditch should be 

Henry Pickering Bowditch; see page 
271. 

Page igS: Morgan Library should be the Library 

o£ Congress; see page 473. 

Page 20^: “both correct printing on’* should be 

“correct printing both on.*’ 



EDITIONS 

AND 

LEAFLETS 


Part I 


T his section of the bibliography gives detailed descriptions of the books, pam¬ 
phlets, leaflets, and broadsides listed, and the facts in the history of their pub¬ 
lication. It includes die few books for which Holmes wrote introducdons and 
posthumous publications that contain actual first printings. All known reprint¬ 
ings by Holmes’s own publishers are noted; those that contain no new material 
or that show no revision by the author are described briefly. For a checklist of 
other American reprintings, including editions for the blind, see Appendix 8. 
The first English edition of each of his major works is described; or, if no copy 
has been located, its existence noted. English editions for which Holmes provided 
special prefatory matter are also noted. For other English reprints, see Appendix 
9. Separate printings postdating the first publication of a piece are listed if they 
were arranged for or authorized by Holmes or his publisher. A few such print¬ 
ings not so authorized are included because they are illustrative of the popularity 
of the poem (see “Ballad of the Oysterman” and “Army Hymn”) or because 
they are useful in establishing a sequence of texts (see “Poem for the Fountain at 
Stratford-on-Avon” and “Hail Columbia”). Excluded are late and posthumous 

[ I ] 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


separate reprints. Any biographical or critical material contained in such reprints 
is noted in Appendix lo. Sheet-music printings are listed in Appendix 2, 

The most valuable manuscript sources for the information in this section were 
the publishers’ records (some 6o volumes in all) now on deposit in the Houghton 
Library, Harvard, and those at the Riverside Press, Cambridge. These records 
are as follows: 

1. The Cost Books of Ticknor and Company and its successors, 1832-1893, referred 
to here as manuscript Cost Books. Two volumes are now in print: The Cost Boo]{s 
of Tic\nor and Fields, edited by Warren S. Tyron and William Charvat, New York, 
1949, referred to here as Cost Boof{s. 

2. The Commission Account Books of Ticknor & Fields: vol. A, beginning in 1836; 
vol. B, beginning in 1848; vol. C, beginning in 1855. 

3. The Ledger Books of Ticknor & Fields: vol. A, beginning in 1843; vol. B, be¬ 
ginning in 1848; vol. C, beginning in 1853; vol. D, beginning in 1858. These are the 
charge accounts of customers and authors. 

4. The Ticknor & Fields Blotters, July i, 1851—April 27, 1864. These are referred to 
as the Day Books; they are a record of daily purchases from the bookstore. 

5. The Sheet Stock Books of Ticknor & Fields, 1861-1870 (i volume); J. R. Osgood, 
1871-1886 (2 volumes) ; and H. O. Houghton Co., 1886-1928 (6 volumes). These rec¬ 
ord the copies received from the binders. 

6. The Cost Books of H. O. Houghton Co., 1872-1899, of which two volumes (March 
1890—April 1891 and December 1895—November 1896) are regrettably missing. 
These volumes are the records of the Riverside Press and include the specifications 
for everything there printed, those for privately printed leaflets as well as books 
published by Houghton, Mifflin & Company. These volumes are here referred to as 
the Riverside Press cost books. These records arc of the greatest possible value to the 
bibliographer, for they make certain what must, without them, be laboriously in¬ 
ferred from not always complete or reliable data. 

7. The Showing Books of Houghton, Mifflin & Company, 1883-1907. These are at 
the Riverside Press, Cambridge. 

8. The Riverside Press files. A card-file digest of information more fully recorded 
elsewhere. This is at the Riverside Press, Cambridge. 

In the text which follows, the specific source is named where one source was used. 
For the figures indicating the total number of copies printed in successive impres¬ 
sions from the plates, the source is not named; these figures, given in round num¬ 
bers, were compiled from data in items i, 5,6, and 8 above. 

The entries arc arranged chronologically by the title-page date of the first edi¬ 
tion. The subsequent editions follow the first. Undated items are listed under the 
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date of their publication where that date is demonstrable from outside sources. 
A few private printings, arranged for by Holmes, cannot be dated with absolute 
certainty; each is entered under the earliest possible year. A few undated leaflet 
printings, unauthorized but evidently contemporaneous with the first publica¬ 
tion of the poem, are noted under the year of first publication. 

Within years, the arrangement is alphabetical. Items without title or heading 
of any kind are here given a bracketed label of identification; in the index are 
listed all the possible subjects under which a reader might be supposed to search 
for such items, including the opening phrases of untitled pieces. 

This arrangement has the merit of convenience; furthermore, it gives in one 
place the history of each book. Another kind of history is implicit in the chron¬ 
ological list that follows (posthumous reprints are omitted). 


1830 


The Collegian. 

February-] uly 

Illustrations of the Athenaeum Gallery. 

July 

1831 


Love and Oysters. (The Ballad of the Oysterman.) 

March 

1833 


The Harbinger. 

May 

1836 


(A Dissertation on Acute Pericarditis, 1836. See 1937. 

January^ 

Library of Practical Medicine. (Direct Exploration.) 

October 

Poems. 

November 

M 

00 

00 


Boylston Prize Dissertations. 

January 

[At Dartmouth, 1838. See 1940. 

July?^ 

1839 



Principles of the Theory and Practice of Medicine by 
Marshall Hall (with J. Bigelow). September 


1840 

[An Uupublished Poem, 1840. See 1894. 

1842 

Homoeopathy and Its Kindred Delusions. 
[Catalogue of the library of the Boston Society for 
Medical Improvement.] 


February^ 


April 

June? 
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1843 

The Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever. 

April 

1844 

The Position and Prospects of the Medical Student. 

February? 

1845 

Poems. London. 1846. 

November 

The Memorial. (The Pilgrim’s Vision.) 

December 

1846 

Urania. 

October 

1847 

An Introductory Lecture. 

November 

1848 

Poems. 1849. First edition. 

November 

Stereotyped edition. February 1849. 

Report on Medical Literature. 

December 

1849 

A Scintilla, 

June 

1850 

Astrxa. 

October 

Memorials for the Dead. (Poem for the Pittsfield 
Cemetery.) 

October 

The Benefactors of the Medical School. 

November 

1851 

A Song of ’29. 

January 

Report of a Committee on HomcEopathy. 

March 

1852 

The Poetical Works. London. 

May 

1853 

Response to ... Toast. (American Medical Association.) 

\ May 

1854 

Songs of the Class of mdcccxxix. 

Remonstrance to the Legislature. (Harvard Medical 
School.) 

March 

The New Eden. 

October 

1855 

Puerperal Fever, as a Private Pestilence. 

January 

[ 4 ] 
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[A Sentiment.] (American Medical Association.) May 

[The Hearths Own Secret.] November 

1856 

New England Society. Oration. 

Celebration of the 124th Anniversary of the Birthday of 
Washington. (Ode.) February 

Speech. (Massachusetts Medical Society.) May? 

[Report of the Faculty of the Harvard Medical Society.] ]uly 

1857 

[Meetingof the Alumni of Harvard College, 1857.] ]uly 

The Parting Song. (Alumni Festival.) ]uly 

1858 

Valedictory Address. March 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. November 

Large-paper. December 1858. 


English edition. Edinburgh. 1859. December 1858. 

1859 

The Promise. 

Songs and Poems of the Class . . . Second Edition. 

Boston Common. Three Pictures. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, i860. 

1860 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Ticknor and 
Fields. 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Science. 

Order of Exercises at the Musical Festival in Honor of 
Lord Renfrew. (International Ode.) 

The Life of John Collins Warren. 

1861 

Elsie Venner. 

English edition. March 1861. 

French translation. 1862. 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Science, with 

Other Addresses and Essays. April 

Order of Exercises at the Prize Declamation of the Public 
Latin School. (Army Hymn.) May 

Army Hymn. (Leaflets.) May-July 
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November 

December 


January 

July 

October 


February 
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City of Boston. Eighty-Fifth Anniversary of American 
Independence. (Star-Spangled Banner. Additional verse.) July 
Holmes* Parting Hymn. July? 

The Address of Mr. Everett and the Poem of 
Dr. O, W. Holmes. (Vive La France!) October 

Songs in Many Keys. 1862. November 

Associate Members of the United States Sanitary Com¬ 
mission. Address to the Public. December 


1862 

Border Lines of Knowledge. 

Medical Directions Written for Governor Winthrop 
by Ed: Stafford. 

Now or Never. 

Thus Saith the Lord I Offer Thee Three Things. 
Poems. Blue and Gold edition. 

1863 

Boston Music Hall. Grand Jubilee Concert. (Army 
Hymn.) 

The Human Wheel, its Spokes and Felloes. 

Oration. Fourth of July. (The Inevitable Trial.) 
(Harvard Alumni Festival., 

Poems. Cabinet edition. 

Lecture. 1863. (The Weaning of Young America.) 
Soundings from the Atlantic. 1864. 


January 

May? 

July? 

August? 

October 


January 

May? 

July 

July 

October 

November 

November 


1864 

The Great Central Fair. (Hymn.) 

Musical Festival in Honor of Admiral Lessoffsky. (Song 


June 


of Welcome.) 

(Dorothy Q. Photograph., 
New England’s Master-Key. 


June 

August 

November 


1865 


Order of Exercises ... to Celebrate the Progress of 
Freedom’s Great Work. (Hymn.) 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Blue and 
Gold edition. 

City of Boston. Memorial Services in Honor of Abraham 
Lincoln. 


February 


March 


June 



EDITIONS AND LEAFLETS 


The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. London. 


Illustrated. 

Humorous Poems. 

Lecture. 1865. (Poetry of the War.) 


1866 

Obituary Notices of Hon. Isaac Edward Morse. 
(Remarks as President of the Harvard Alumni 
Association.] 

1867 

The Guardian Angel. 

English edition. November 1867. 

The Atlantic Almanac. 1868. 

Teaching from the Chair and at the Bedside. 


November 

November 

November 


March 

July 

November 

December 

December 


1868 

Lines Read at a Farewell Dinner Given to Longfellow. May 

Songs and Poems of the Class... Third Edition. August 

Tributes... to Christian Gottfried Ehrenberg. November 

History of the American Stereoscope. December 


1869 

Hymn for the Class Meeting. January 

The Medical Profession in Massachusetts. May 

“Let Us Have Peace.” Programme of the National Peace 

Jubilee Concert. (Hymn of Peace.) June 

In Memory of Fitz-Greene Halleck. July 

Bonaparte, Aug. 15th, 1769.—Humboldt, Sept. 14th, 1769. October 
Nearing the Snow-Line. December? 

1870 

Harvard College. Services on the Laying of the Corner 
Stone of Memorial Hall. (Hymn.) October 


1871 

Mechanism in Thought and Morals. February 

English edition. February 1871. 

Valedictory Address. (The Young Practitioner.) May 

Order of Exercises at the Musical Entertainment in 
Honor of ... The Grand Duke Alexis. (Welcome 
to the Grand Duke Alexis.) 


December 
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1872 

The Claims of Dentistry. March 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. October 

English edition. October 1872. 

1873 

[Address for the Opening of the Fifth Avenue Theatre. j November 


1874 

City of Boston. Memorial Services in Honor of Charles 
Sumner. (Hymn.) April 

Harvard College. Dedication Day. (Hymn for the Dedi¬ 
cation of Memorial Hall.) June 

Medical Education. (Harvard’s appeal for funds.) October 

Songs of Many Seasons. 1875. October 

Professor Jeffries Wyman. October 

1875 

Crime and Automatism. March 

Memorial Bunker Hill. (Grandmother’s Story.) June 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Little Classics 

edition. October 

Order of Exercises at the Inauguration of the Statue of 
Gov. Andrew. October 

1876 

International Exhibition. (Welcome to All Nations.) July 


Grandmother’s Story of Bunker-Hill. (Private Copy.) 


Der Tisch-Despot. 

1877 

Turner Sargent. March 

The First Fan. May 

An Address Delivered at the Annual Meeting of the 

Boston Microscopical Society. June 

Favorite Poems. June 

A Family Record. July 

The Story of Iris. August 

The Poetical Works. Household edition. September 

Tribute of the Massachusetts Historical Society to ... 

Edmund Quincy and John Lothrop Motley. September? 

Poems. Illustrated edition. 1878. November 
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An Appeal for “The Old South.” 

December? 

A ^ 

The Golden Calendar. 

December? 

M 

00 

00 

Harvard. (Two Sonnets.) 

February 

(The School-Boy.) (Private Copy.) 

June 

Visions. (Introduction and editing.) 

June 

[Letter, June ii, 1878. See 1897.j 

The School-Boy. 1879. 

November 

English edition. October 1878. 

John Lothrop Motley. 1879. 

December 


English edition. 1878. December 1878. 
Massachusetts Historical Society. February 1879. 
The One Hoss Shay. Illustrated by J. F. Goodridge. 

1879 

Dedicatory Address ... Boston Medical Library 
Association. 

[Class Notice.j 

Nautilus. (The Chambered Nautilus with Latin 
translation.) 

The Brave Old South. 

The Huguenots in the Nipmuck Country. 1880. 

1880 


[Letter to the Harvard Club of New York.j February 

To the Honorary Secretaries of the Rabelais Club. March 

To James Freeman Clarke. April 

Jonathan Edwards. May 

(Address. Unitarian Festival.) May 

The Iron Gate. September 

English edition. November 1880. 

Benjamin Peirce. December 

1881 

The Pulpit and the Pew. February 

Harvard University needs the sum of One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars. May 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829. June 

The Poetical Works. Handy Volume edition. September 

Leaflets from Standard Authors. Septernber 


January 

June 

August 

October 
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Boston Medical Library Association. (Appeal for 
funds.) 

Dedication ... Boston Medical Library Association. 

1882 

Medical Education (Appeal for funds.) 

Harvard Club, New York. (Alma Mater.) 

Modern Classics. No. 30. The Story of Iris and 
Favorite Poems. 

Our Dead Singer. 

Medical Highways and By-Ways. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Revised. 1883. 
English edition, i vol. February 1883. 

English edition. 2 vols. September 1883. 

Farewell Address. 

Mr. Lane’s Chester Miracle. (Letter, June 3,1881.) 

1883 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. (Revised.) 

English edition. June 1883. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. (Revised.) 

English edition. May 1883. 

Elsie Venner. (Revised.) 

[Letter, Mar. i, 1883. See 1898.] 

(The Dinner-Bell.) (Souvenir Telegram.) 

Medical Essays. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Handy Volume 
edition. 

(Address. Unitarian Festival.) 

Grandmother’s Story and Other Poems. Riverside 
Literature Series. 

Pages from an Old Volume of Life. 

Grandmother’s Story. Illustrated by McVickar. 

1884 

Modern Classics. No. 30. Favorite Poems, and My 
Hunt after “the Captain.” 

Modern Classics. No. 33. Selections. 

The Chambered Nautilus. 

The New Century and the New Building. 


October 

November 

January 

February 

March 

April? 

June 

November 

December 


January 

February 

March 

April 

April 

May 

May 

June 

June 

October 


January 

February 

February 

May 
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lUnidentified private printing.] 

The Holmes Calendar for 1885. 

Illustrated Poems. 1885. 

English edition. December 1884. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson. 1885. 

1885 

A Welcome to Dr. Benjamin Apthorp Gould. 

Elsie Venner. Riverside Paper Series. 

The Poetical Works. Illustrated Household edition. 
Selections from the Poetical Works... for the Blind. 
The Holmes Calendar. 1886. 

The Last Leaf. 1886. 


May 

November 

November 

December 


May 
June 
July 
A ugust 
September 
October 


English edition. 

De luxe edition (fourth impression). December 1885. 

A Mortal Antipathy. November 

Old Lines in New Black and White. 1886. December 

De luxe edition. March 1886. 

Dorothy Q. (Two broadsides.) December 


1886 


Hymn.—The Word of Promise. (Three printings.) 
Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes Visits the Japanese 
Village. 

La Derniere Feuille. 

The Guardian Angel. Riverside 
Latin Elegiacs for the Jones Medal. (The Two 
Armies.) 

Response to Toast... Liverpool. 

The Holmes Calendar. 1887. 

(Poem for the 250th Anniversary of Harvard.] 
Commemorative Services. King’s Chapel. 


Paper Series. 


February 

May? 

June? 

June 

June? 

August 

September 

November 

December 


1887 

[Dorothy Q.] (Private printing.) 

Selections. (Calendar Book.) 1888. September 

Hail Columbia. (Official printing.) September 

(Unofficial printing, Auner.) September 1887. 

Poem for the Dedication of the Fountain at Stratford-on- 

Avon. (Three printings, one English.) September 
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The Complete Poetical Works. Family edition. 
Illustrated. 

One Hundred Days in Europe. 

English edition. September 1887. 

[Note to Correspondents.] 

My Hunt after “the Captain.” Riverside Literature 
Series. 1888. 

1888 

Before the Curfew. 

English edition. April 1888. 

Performing Seals. (Letter, March 24,1888.) 
Selections from Holmes. (Calendar Book.) 1889. 
[Poem for the Dedication of the City Library.] 

1889 

[Note to Correspondents. Additional note., 

The Holmes Birthday Book. 

Banquet... Centennial of the Inauguration of 
George Washington. 

Emerson. (Chambers’s Encyclopedia.) 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. 1890. Birth¬ 
day edition. 

To the Eleven Ladies. 

Nouvelle Bibliotheque Populaire ... 

Dr. Wendell Holmes. 

1890 

[Letter, Feb. ii, 1890. See 1894., 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. 1891. Birth¬ 
day edition. 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. 1891. Birthday 
edition. 

Over the Teacups. 1891. 

English edition. December 1890. 

Star Safety Razor. (Advertising leaflet.) ? 1890. 
The Broomstick Train. (Two printings.) 

1891 

Typical Elms. 1890. (Introduction.) 

Latest Poems of the Class of 1829. 
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November 
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September 

November 

January 

March 
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October 
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October 

October 

November 

December 

January 

January 
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iThe History of Woodstock. Introduction and letter, 

March 1891. See 1926.] 

Memoir of Henry Jacob Bigelow. 

James Russell Lowell. September 

Riverside Edition of Writings. Thirteen volumes. 

Septem ber-Decem bet 

One Hoss Shay. Illustrated by Pyle. 1892. October 


1892 

Lines ... on His Portrait, Philadelphia. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Reading Circle 
edition. 

Outlines. August 1892. 

Letter from Dr. Holmes. (Whittier’s religion.) 
Dorothy Q. Illustrated by Pyle. 1893. 

Poetical Works. Author’s Edition. Edinburgh. 
Standard Library Edition of Writings. Thirteen 
volumes. 

1893 

Dr. Holmes’ Poem. (To the Teachers of America.) 
Horatian Echoes. (Introduction.) 

Artists’ Edition of Works. Thirteen volumes. 

Dinner of the American Gynecological Society. 

(Letter, May 8, 1893.) 

Hymn ... Young Men’s Christian Union. 

(Note to Correspondents. With Additional Note.] 
The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Illustrated by 
Pyle. Holiday edition. 1894. 

Quabbin. (Advertising leaflet, letter.) 


April 

]une 

October 

October 

'November 

November 


February 
A pril 
May 



October 


1894 

Francis Parkman. 

The Last Leaf. Holiday edition. 1895. 


January 

September 


Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Died 

October 7,1894 
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An Unpublished Poem, (Written 1840.) 

Holmes Year Book. 1895. 

Presentation of Portrait, Boston Medical Library. 
(Letter, Feb. ii, 1890.) 

Complete Poetical Works. Cambridge edition. 

Life and Letters of Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

John James Piatt is the Poetic Voice of Ohio. (Adver¬ 
tising leaflet, letter, June ii, 1878.) 

A Quaker of the Olden Time. (Introduction, letter, 
Mar. I, 1883.) 

South County Studies. (Introduction, letters.) 

The History of Woodstock. (Introduction, 1891.) 

A Dissertation on Acute Pericarditis. (Written 1836.) 
At Dartmouth. (Written 1838.) 

Amiable Autocrat. 


1830 

THE COLLEGIAN 

The Collegian. In Six Numbers. rRulej Cambridge: Published by Hil¬ 
liard and Brown, m dccc xxx. (Feb.-July 1830) 

Contains the first printed writings known to be from Holmes’s pen. The subscrip¬ 
tion price is named on page 35 of the first number as $2.00 in advance or $2.50 at the 
expiration of six months. 

Leaf; x 5! inches, trimmed. Collation; vi, 290 pages, comprising a preliminary 
gathering of four leaves, the first leaf blank, followed by sig. 1-36 in 4’s, 37 in 2, the last 
leaf blank. Page [i], title-page. [ii]j printer’s note: Cambridge; E. W. Metcalf and 
Company, [iiij-vi. Contents. 

Binding; The preliminary gathering, with title-page and contents, printed after the 
issue of the last number, would indicate that the collected numbers were bound up and 
put on sale as a complete volume. 

Original issues: The numbers as issued had blue-gray paper wrappers, 9# x 5H 
inches, untrimmed, with the title on the front cover: The Collegian. No. I. Cambridge: 
Published by Hilliard & Brown. 1830. The numbers on the wrappers are I, II, III, IV, 
IV & V, and VI. The fifth issue has a double number since it reprints (type reset) the 
fourth number. The reason for this reprinting is explained by the following note on the 
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back wrapper: “On account of the accidental inferiority of the paper on which the for¬ 
mer impression of our fourth No. appeared, it is reprinted in the usual style with No. 
V.” The caption title on the first page (page 3 of No. I) of each number and the head¬ 
lines carry the appropriate month of issue from February to July, 1830. The back wrap¬ 
pers have tables of contents. 

The only complete and perfect file of the original issues, including both No. IV and 
the double number IV & V, is now in the collection of Mr. Parkman D. Howe. (The 
set was gathered by Carroll A. Wilson; see his Thirteen Author Collections of the Nine¬ 
teenth Century, edited by Jean C. S. Wilson and David A. Randall, New York, pri¬ 
vately printed for Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1950, vol. ii, page 456.) 

The Collegian was edited by a group of Harvard undergraduates of the classes of 
1830 and 1831, who frequently referred to themselves in its pages as the Club and once 
(page 44) as “The Club without a Name.” Holmes, who had been graduated the pre¬ 
ceding summer, was not one of the prime movers in the publication of the magazine. 
During his college years, however, he had made himself known, on official and unof¬ 
ficial occasions, as a facile writer of light verse, appealing particularly to student fan¬ 
cies; his intimate friends were among those sponsoring the undertaking; he was still 
present among them, studying in the law department of the college and living in the 
gambrel-roofed house, on the edge of the college yard, so that it was natural that 
he be called on to contribute. The intimate members of the group had taken assumed 
names, which appeared against the titles of their contributions in a table of contents 
of the whole, printed after the issue of the last number. Since Holmes had not taken 
a pseudonym, his contributions were signified in this table of contents by an asterisk 
referring to the following footnote: “The pieces denoted by an asterisk are by the same 
author.” The presence among the titles so marked of the familiar poems “The Dor¬ 
chester Giant” and “The Height of the Ridiculous” reveals that Holmes was their 
author, and we are then indebted to the thoughtfulness of the person who provided the 
table of contents for giving us an accurate list of Holmes’s contributions, as follows: 

Page II Runaway Ballads. (No. I and No. II.) 

23 The Toad-Stool. 

43 An Enigma. (With the answer at page 87.] 

55 The Last Prophecy of Cassandra. 

60 Romance. (01 She was a maid of a laughing eye.) 

61 Scene from an Unpublished Play. 

103 To a Caged Lion. 

103 The Cannibal. 

122 To My Companions. 

123 The Dorchester Giant. 

138 Scene from an Unpublished Play. 

180 The Spectre Pig. 
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199 Reflections of a Proud Pedestrian. 

199 An Invocation. (Translated from the Arabic,) 

212 The Mysterious Visitor. 

221 The Meeting of the Dryads. 

255 Evening. By a Tailor. 

261 Octosyllabics. 

265 Scene from an Unpublished Play, 

268 Stanzas. (Strange! that one lightly whispered tone.j 

277 Moonshine. 

277 The Old Gentleman’s Story. 

282 The Graduate’s Song. 

285 The Height of the Ridiculous. 

289 The Tail-Piece. 

At page 87 there is a twelve-line stanza, an answer to Holmes’s '‘Enigma” on page 43; 
it closes a contribution from J. O. Sargent and is introduced by the words: “I have just 
received from a friend, to whom we have been before much indebted, the following 
enigma, containing an answer to that in the first number of the Collegian.” In a letter 
to his friend Barnes, May 6, 1830 (Morse, vol. i, page 68, misdated May 8), Holmes 
lists both the enigmas as his own; in the same letter he refers to “An Invocation,” on 
page 199, as “An Invocation, from the Arabic (which was a lie).” 

On page 44 of a copy of the first issue of The Collegian in the Harvard library, 
Holmes has penciled the names of the editors with their pseudonyms, as follows: 

Father Luke Lockfast—W. H. Simmons 
Frank Airy—Robert Habersham 
Charles Sherry—John O. Sargent 
Geoffrey Latouche—Theod. W. Snow 
Arthur Templeton Fred W. Brunc 

I had no name—was a volunteer. OWH 


Two copies of The Collegian in the Harvard library and one in the Boston Public 
Library (George Ticknor’s) have penciled attributions agreeing with the above list; 
one of the Harvard copies was given to George Frederick Simmons, of the Harvard 
class of 1832, by his brother William Hammatt Simmons, one of the Club members. 
Among the Sargent papers (vol. ii, page 197) in the Massachusetts Historical Society 
is a letter, June 8, 1877, from Brune to Sargent; Brunc has signed himself Arthur 

Templeton” and addressed Sargent as “Sherry.” 

The July issue of The Collegian presents (page 287) an account of the starting of 

the magazine; 


Flattering themselves that they had something of “an inclination to letters, and being 
decidedly ennuiis. Sherry and La-Touche started the Collegian and invited brothers Airy, 
Templeton, and Lockfast to cooperate with them in their undertaking. To choose me 
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head over all engaged in such an undertaking, was but in the natural course of things. The 
subscription list filled up, contributions poured in from all quarters, and the Collegian, as 
Mr. La-Touche justly and facetiously observed, went shiningly on its course in the Literary 
System, though not exactly like a star, but rather as a comet, assimilating itself to the latter 
in three particulars, viz.—first in its course, being short and brilliant;—secondly, in its orbit, 
being very eccentric,—and thirdly, in its having a tail, which, instead of going taperingly off, 
grows larger and larger towards its end; thus paying in his last clause a compliment to our 
friend of the ‘Runaway Ballads* in identifying him in his metaphor with the tail of the 
afore-mentioned Comet. 


The last words refer, obviously, to Holmes, author of the “Runaway Ballads,” and to 
“The Tail-Piece,’* also by Holmes, with which the last issue of the magazine was 
brought to a close. The “Notes and Notices. No. VI,” from which the above extract is 
copied, is attributed to La-Touche (T. W. Snow) in the table of contents. 

Charles Alexander Nelson, in The Harvard Register for July i88i (vol. iii, page 
401), writing on “Past and Present College Periodicals,” contributes the following in¬ 
formation: “The statement has been published that Oliver Wendell Holmes was the 
editor of The Collegian, but he had graduated the previous year, and in a kind note to 
which the writer is indebted for the interpretation of the above fancy names, the Doctor 
says: ‘Francis Hock was, I think, the imaginary editor; the real manager being Charles 
Sherry,— J. O. Sargent. I had nothing to do with editing the Collegian, and never at¬ 
tended an editors’ meeting.’ ” Morse (vol. i, page 237) prints a letter to John O. Sar¬ 
gent, February 19, 1878, in which Holmes writes: “May I venture to remind you, Mr. 
President [Of the New York Harvard Club] that it is nearly fifty years since you as 
Editor of a College Magazine, gave a kindly welcome to the earliest printed verses 
known as coming from my pen?” From the scattered references, then, it would seem 
that Sargent was the mainspring of the undertaking, but it is possible that the actual 
editing was cither a joint responsibility or assumed in turn, for the editorial “Notes and 
Notices,” which closed the several issues, were in turn the work of different members. 

The authoritative Simmons copy of The Collegian reveals the authorship of certain 
contributions not written by members of the Club. To John Lothrop Motley is attri¬ 
buted “An After-Dinner Vision”; to James Sullivan Warren, “Excursion in the North 
of Italy”; to William Saxton Morton, “Song” (The rosebud on the rosetree); and to 
Epes Sargent are assigned “Twilight Sketches,” “To Leilia,” “The Dunned,” “A Billet 
Doux,” and “A Dream.” 

John O. Sargent’s habit of concealing his ubiquity by anonymity as well as with 
pseudonyms makes for confusion. The Simmons copy gives him as the author of the un¬ 
signed translation “The Echo.” Moreover, Sargent apparently played the role of Francis 
Hock. Holmes, as quoted by Mr. Nelson in the paper referred to above, mentions the 
“imaginary” Francis Hock. The name of this mysterious being occurs here and there; 
there is an account of his initiation by the Club (page 194), while a footnote (page 21) 
to “An Extravaganza. By Mr. Francis Hock,” reads: “We do not know who Mr. Hock 
is.... We are astonished that he should have hoped to pass himself off as our editorial 
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self; and still more are we astonished, that he should have been successful.” The table 

. O. Sargent. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE ATHEN^UM GALLERY 

Illustrations of the Athenaeum Gallery of Paintings. [Rule] Boston: Pub¬ 
lished by Frederic S. Hill, m dccc xxx. (July 1830) 

This volume is the earliest known nonperiodical publication containing a collection 
of Holmes’s poems (see page 499); it was published in July 1830. 

Leaf: x 5^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: 42 pages. Sig. [i]-3 in 6’s, 4 in 4, the 

last leaf blank. Page [ij, title-page. [2j, printer’s note: Press of the New-England 
Galaxy. (3j, half-title: Gallery Illustrations. (4), blank. [5]'42, text. Binding: Yellow- 
brown paper wrappers, with title as on the title-page; stab-stitched. 

Since the authors of the poems are not named, there has been for some years uncer¬ 
tainty about just which poems could be attributed to Holmes’s pen. The discovery 
among Holmes s own books of two copies in which the authors’ names have been in¬ 
dicated by penciled notes has settled the question. One of these copies is now in the Li¬ 
brary of Congress, the other in the Harvard Holmes collection. The pencilings were 
made by Holmes himself. The Harvard copy, when received at the library from 
Holmes’s Beacon Street house, was one of a bound volume of pamphlets, all by Holmes, 
of which others than the Illustrations had like pencilings. The poems attributed to 
Holmes in these copies of the Illustrations are: 

Page 5 The Monkeys. 

II To a Certain Portrait. [To the Portrait of *‘A Gentleman.”] 

21 The Dying Seneca. 

23 The Fish Pieces. 

27 The Gipsy. 

30 The Departure. 

34 Lady Drinking. 

36 Poultry. [A Noontide Lyric.j 

38 Landscape. [The September Gale.] 

The Boston Athenaeum, at this period, held annual exhibitions of paintings, supple¬ 
menting its permanent art collections, and the New-England Galaxy, a weekly journal, 
and The Amateur, a semimonthly (both papers published in Boston in the office of 
Frederic S. Hill), encouraged the young poets of Boston to rhapsodize over the paint¬ 
ings thus exhibited. The Amateur, in its issue of June 15, 1830 (page 12), closed its an¬ 
nouncement of the year’s exhibition with the words: “In order therefore to avoid the 
charge of being either tedious in referring to many, or invidious in selecting a few, we 
shall, for the present, abstain from individual praise or censure, and leave our poetical 
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correspondents to choose from the multitude of subjects which the Gallery offers them, 
such as may most readily prompt the ‘liquid flow of song.’ ” The result of this “liquid 
flow of song” was the volume of Illustrations here described. The Galaxy, in its issue of 
August 6,1830, refers to this volume as having been published “a few weeks since” and 
goes on to state that ''all of the Gallery Illustrations originally appeared either in the 
Galaxy or Amateur.” The latest issue of either of the two papers to contain one of the 
included poems was The Amateur of July 3, which printed the poem “Poultry.” 

Of the nine poems by Holmes only three are to be found in the Riverside edition of 
his writings; these are “To the Portrait of ‘A Gentleman,* ” “Poultry,” and “The Sep¬ 
tember Gale.” A fourth poem, “The Dying Seneca,” was included in the earlier edi¬ 
tions of his poems, omitted from the Household edition of 1877, and restored only in the 
Cambridge edition of 1895 and the (new) Cabinet edition of 1899. All nine poems were 
first printed in the New-England Galaxy in 1830, four with the statement, “For the 
N. E. Galaxy”; the other five were copied by the Galaxy from The Amateur of June 15 
and July 3,1830. 

From the list of paintings in The Fourth Exhibition in the Gallery of the Boston 
Athenwum (Boston, 1830), it is possible to identify the pictures to which seven of these 
poems refer. They are as follows: 

“The Monkeys,’* by [George .?j Morland, number 224, page 24. 

“The Dying Seneca,** by Anthony Van Dyck, number 56, page ii. 

“Gipsy, after a French Picture,” by Thomas Sully, number 149, page 21. 

“The Departure,” by Thomas Doughty, number 128, page 18. 

“Lady Drinking,” by [Gerard] Terbourg [Ter Borchj, number 160, page 22. 
“Poultry,” by Francis Snyders, number 31, page 9. 

“Landscape—The September Gale,” by Alvan [Alvinj Fisher, number 98, page 16. 

The inspiration for the remaining two poems is less easily pinned down. There are 
several portraits of gentlemen in the exhibition. For “The Fish Pieces,** a painting 
called “The Angler,’* by Thomas Doughty (number 209, page 24), may have served, 
but there were several still-life paintings, any one of which may have been the source. 

The authors of the remaining poems in the volume, as indicated in the Holmes 
copies, were John Osborne Sargent and Epes Sargent, as follows: 

Page 8 The Pirate’s Retreat. J. O. Sargent. 

14 The Scarce Article. J. O. Sargent. 

16 To a Lady. J. O. Sargent. 

18 Italian Landscape. J. O. Sargent. 

19 A Sea-Piece. E. Sargent. 

20 A Madonna. E. Sargent. 

25 The Idle Boys. J. O. Sargent. 

32 Portrait of a Lady. E. Sargent. 

41 Sunset Scene. J. O. Sargent. 
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1831 

THE BALLAD OF THE OYSTERMAN 

Love and Oysters Parody on Hero and Leander as Sung with the 
greatest Applause by M' G.Dixon Written and Arranged to the Cele¬ 
brated Air Partant pour la Syrie By R.Stevenson Esq" (Ornamental 
rules] New York Firth & Hall 358 Pearl 

The first of Holmes’s songs to receive public acclaim, the “Ballad of the Oysterman” 
was sung as “Love and Oysters” at the Chatham Theatre, New York, March 15, 1831, 
by George Washington Dixon, and was published as engraved sheet music the same 
year. See Appendix 2, page 503, for full description. This seems to be the first of 
Holmes’s poems to receive separate publication. 

The extent to which Holmes’s “Ballad of the Oysterman” caught the public fancy 
is indicated by the existence of several early printings in the form of handbills or small 
broadsides, which apparently date from some time in the middle or late thirties. The text 
is in general that of The Amateur, Boston, July 17, 1830, which was its first public ap¬ 
pearance and not that of the Dixon sheet-music form described above. Four such print¬ 
ings are noted here, three of Boston, one of Providence. The only means of dating these 
has been the addresses of their publishers as listed in the directories. In none of these 
printings is Holmes named as author. 

Old King Cole, ] And the | Ballad of the Oyster-Man. 

Single sheet, 8i x 8-Ar inches, white wove paper, verso blank, the edges untrimmcd. 
Printed in two columns. Lengthwise between the columns appears; “Sold wholesale 
and retail, with a variety of other acticles, by J. G. & H. HUNT, at N.E. Corner of 
Quincy Market, Boston.” There is a group of three ornaments at each end of the line. 
This firm appears for the first time in the Boston directory for the year 1834 and is listed 
as at the “northeast cor. F. H. Market”; it is not listed in 1835 but reappears in 1836 as 
“end Fan. H, market.” The Quincy Market was completed in 1826, during the mayoral¬ 
ty of Josiah Quincy, and was often called the new Faneuil Hall Market, being practi¬ 
cally an extension of the old Faneuil Hall Market. After 1836 the firm’s address is given 
as 2 Mercantile Wharf. A copy of this printing is in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 

470 * 

Tall Young | Oyster Man, | and the | Young | Mutineer. 

Single sheet, 9^^ x yj inches, white wove paper, verso blank. Printed in two columns. 
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Lengthwise between the columns appears: “Sold, wholesale and retail, by L. Deming. 
No. 62, Hanover Street, 2d door from Friend Street, Boston.” Leonard Deming’s name 
first appears in the Boston directory at 62 Hanover Street in the volume for 1832, as 
“trader,” and continues as trader or haircutter at the same address into the volume for 
1836; he is not listed in 1837, but in 1838, 1839, 1840 he reappears at 61 Hanover Street, 
not being listed after 1840. The typographical appearance of this printing agrees so 
closely with that of the Hunt broadside just described as to lead to the inference that 
the two were done by the same printer. The Deming broadside, however, contains an 
added stanza (see below) for Holmes’s ballad, relating the fate of the grief-stricken sire. 
This stanza, probably not by Holmes, is at times found in later songsters. The only other 
difference between the Hunt and Deming printings is the substitution of the word 
swoon for swound at the end of the first line of the seventh stanza. Copies of the Deming 
broadside are in the Brown University library and in Mr. Parkman D. Howe’s collection. 


Tall Young [ Oyster Man, | and the Young | Mutineer. 

Single sheet, 8J x yi inches, white wove paper, verso blank. Printed in two columns. 
Lengthwise between the columns appears: “Sold wholesale and retail, by L. Deming, 
No. 61, Hanover St. Boston, and at Middlebury, Vt.” The Boston directory lists Deming 
at 61 Hanover Street in the years 1838,1839,1840. Like the Deming broadside described 
above, this contains the additional stanza and has swoon for swound in the seventh 
stanza. A copy is in the Brown University library. 


The Tall Young | Oysterman 


Single sheet, 9^ x 6 inches, white wove paper, verso blank. Enclosed in frame of print¬ 
er’s ornaments. At the foot: “A variety of popular songs, for sale wholesale and retail 
at No. 42, North Main-street Providence, nearly opposite the Museum.” This has the 
additional stanza and the word swound in the seventh stanza. A copy is in the Brown 
University library. 


The additional stanza with its variant readings is as follows: 

And [AlaS] for the ancient fisherman who caused [Caus’dj their sad fate, 
The grief that filled [fill’dj his bleeding heart is [’twasj horrid to relate; 
He threw the harpoon on the ground, close by his daughter’s side, 

And then he jumped into the deep (Wavesj and in the river [Waterj died. 
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THE HARBINGER 


The Harbinger; A May-Gift. [Ornamental rulej 
dee and Co. m dccc xxxiii. 


Boston: Carter, Hen- 

(May 1833) 


A copy in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 471) is a presentation copy from John 
Osborne Sargent, one of the authors, to his friend Joseph B. Williams and contains the 
following illuminating inscription on the terminal flyleaf: “Note to Joe. This volume 
was printed for the benefit of the N. E. Institution for the Blind, and sold at their May 
Fair in 1833. An edition of 1000 copies was issued and about $500.00 were received from 
it for the funds of the Institution. The first part was written by Park Benjamin, the sec¬ 
ond by Dr. Oliver W. Holmes, and the third by your humble servant Sullivan’s office 
Ct. Square Aug 31.1833.” 


Leaf . 8 x 4!! inches, trimmed. Collation : vi, [2], 96 pages, comprising a preliminary 
gathering of four leaves, followed by sig. 1-8 in 6*s. Page jij, title-page, jiij, printer’s 
note; I. R. Butts, School Street, piij, dedication: To the Ladies, Who Have So Kindly 
Aided the New England Institution for the Education of the Blind, The Harbinger 
Is Respectfully Dedicated, pvj, blank. [Vj, vi, Contents. (Viij, half-title. (Viiij, blank. 
{11-96, text, with Holmes s contributions printed as Part II on pages 31-61. The names 
of the authors are nowhere mentioned. 

Binding: Deep blue (usually) watered cloth, the edges trimmed, paper label length¬ 
wise on the spine: The Harbinger. There are two flyleaves at each end, their conjugate 
halves all pasted to the covers. The W^ilson collection (vol. ii, page 469) has a copy 
trimmed at the top only, Si'V x 5 *- 


Holmes’s poems arc: 

The Dying Seneca. 

The Departure. 

The Last Leaf. 

The Ballad of the Oysterman. 

From a Bachelor’s Private Journal. 

Domestic Thoughts. 

Lines by a Very Interesting Young Man. [Lines by a Clerk.] 
My Aunt. 

The Dilemma. 

Is thy Name Mary, Maiden Fair? [L’lnconnue.) 

The Two Shadows. 
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Thoughts in Dejection. [The Poet’s Lot.] 

To an Insect. 

The Toad-Stool. 

Evening. By a Tailor. 

Moonshine. 

Stanzas. (Strange! that one lightly whispered tone.) 

None of the poems by Holmes are first printings, and six had earlier book publication. 
“The Dying Seneca” and “The Departure” appeared in Illustrations; “The Two 
Shadows” and “Evening by a Tailor,” in The Gleaner; and excerpts from “Dilemma” 
(eighteen lines) and “Thoughts in Dejection” (two stanzas), in Flora's Interpreter. 
Four of the poems of the volume are not included by Holmes in his collection of 1836 
(see page 27); these four are “The Departure,” “Domestic Thoughts,” “The Two 
Shadows,” and “Moonshine.” 

The first attempts on this side of the Atlantic to educate the blind were made in Bos¬ 
ton. In 1826 Dr. John D. Fisher returned to Boston after having made some study of 
methods used in Europe. At once he began to excite interest in a proposal to introduce 
similar methods here. In 1831 Dr. Samuel G. Howe was called to be the director of the 
New England Institution for the Education of the Blind, founded in 1829, and was sent 
abroad to study such methods as were already in use. Soon after his return he made a 
beginning by taking six young persons who were blind into his father’s house for in¬ 
struction. Early in 1833 he exhibited their progress before the legislature of Massachu¬ 
setts and followed with a number of exhibitions in Boston, Salem, and elsewhere. The 
ladies in Essex County conceived the idea of a fair to raise funds, and a “fete” was held 
in Salem. Stirred by their neighbors’ success, the ladies of Boston soon followed suit, 
and on May Day, 1833, the fair was opened at Faneuil Hall, Boston. For this occasion 
The Harbinger was compiled and sold. 



LIBRARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE 

Library of Practical Medicine. Published by Order of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society for the Use of Its Fellows. [Rulei Volume VII. [Rulei 
Containing Boylston Prize Dissertations for 1836, by Oliver W. Hohnes, 
M.D. ; Robert W. Haxall, M.D., and Luther V. Bell, M.D. [Double rulei 
Boston: Printed by Perkins & Marvin. [Rulei 1836. (Oct. 1836) 

The half-title reads: Dissertations on the Question How Far are the External Means 
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of Exploring the Condition of the Internal Organs to be Considered Useful and Im¬ 
portant in Medical Practice? For Which Premiums Were Adjudged by the Boylston 
Medical Committee of Harvard University, 1836. By Oliver W. Holmes, M.D.; Robert 
W. Haxall, M.D., and Luther V. Bell, M.D. 

On October 25, Holmes’s father, Rev. Abiel Holmes, wrote to Dr. George Cheyne 
Shattuck, who financed this publication, to acknowledge receiving the book (Shattuck 
papers, Massachusetts Historical Society). 

Leaf. 83 x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 288 pages. Sig. [ij-36 in 4’s. Binding; 
Cloth, three colors noted (blue, brown, green), four cloth patterns noted, edges 
trimmed, white end-papers, with one flyleaf at each end in addition to the free end¬ 
papers. Spine lettered: | Practical Medicine | Vol VII | [Ornamental rulcj | Disserta¬ 
tions I On Direct | Exploration | . In some copies the volume number is omitted from the 
spine and the title-page. 

The letter of award from Dr, George Hayward to Holmes, August 3, 1836 (Harvard 
Holmes collection), indicates that the prize was to be either fifty dollars or a gold medal 
of equal value. Holmes wrote to his brother-in-law the next day (Morse, vol. i, page 161) 
that the committee determined to pay for and publish two others of the dissertations 
submitted so that the public might see them. According to The Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal of January 24, 1838 (vol. xvii, page 401), the book was distributed, 
without cost, to members of the Massachusetts Medical Society. 

POEMS 

Poems. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. iRulej Boston: Otis, Broaders, and 
Company, m dccc xxxvi. (Nov. 1836) 

Entered for copyright and copies deposited November 23, 1836. A copy in the Har¬ 
vard University library has penciled on the inside of the front cover, “Mrs. Emmeline 
Lewis, Nov. 12, 1836,” and on the inside of the back cover, “Winslow Lewis Jr”; the 
volume is advertised as “just published” in the Boston Evening Transcript, November 

14 - 

Leaf: X 4iJ inches, untrimmed. Collation: xiv, [2j, 163, [ij, pages. Sig. [aj in 6, 

bin2, i-i3in6’s, 14in4.Page [ij,half-title: Poems, [iij, blank, (iiij, title-page, [iv,, copy¬ 
right notice: 1836, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, in the District Court of the District of 
Massachusetts, and printer’s note: Cambridge: Printed by Folsom, Wells, and Thurston. 
[V]-xii, Preface, signed O.W.H. and dated: Boston, Massachusetts, i November, 1836. 
[Xiii], xiv, Contents. [XVj, half-title: Poetry; A Metrical Essay. [Xvij, blank, ji], dedica¬ 
tion: To Charles Wentworth Upham the Following Metrical Essay Is Affectionately 
Inscribed. [2], blank. [3]'i63, text, with half-title at page (45] for the Lyrics. 1164J, print¬ 
er’s note: Cambridge: Folsom, Wells, and Thurston. 
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Binding: Cloth, four colors noted (black, brown, green, maroon), in three cloth pat¬ 
terns, top and fore edge untrimmed, white end-papers sewed in, paper label on spine: 

I Holmes’s | Poems. \ . Two flyleaves at each end, including the free end-papers. 

Double imprint: Boston: Otis, Broaders, and Company. New York: George Dear¬ 
born and Company, m dccc xxxvi. The title-page with this imprint is an integral part of 
the first signature. The book is in all respects, except the imprint, identical to that with 
the Boston imprint alone, even in such cases of broken type as have been noticed. 

Preface: All but the first page of the preface which introduced this volume is reprint¬ 
ed in the Cambridge edition of Holmes’s Complete Poetical Wor\s, the first portion, 
relating to the long poem “Poetry,” being reprinted on pages 337 and 338 and the rest 
on page 3 of that edition. The entire preface is reprinted in Ives’s bibliography of 
Holmes, 1907, page 120. 

Notes: The explanatory notes are reprinted in the Cambridge edition, those relating 
to the long poem “Poetry” on pages 337 and 338, and the two relating to “The Meeting 
of the Dryads” at page 321. 

Copies printed: In a letter to Edward Everett, September 10, 1836 (Massachusetts 
Historical Society), Holmes writes: “I have sold the right to print a thousand copies, to 
get rid of trouble.” 

Variant label: It has been said that there are copies of this book having a different 
label, indicating a late issue. No such copies have been reported, but the following 
letter to the printer, Charles Folsom (Harvard library), may explain the tradition or 
the facts if such copies ever appear; it is endorsed “Rec’d 5 Nov. 1836.” 

My dear Sir, 

I believe I requested that you would have the label of my book 

Poems 

by 

O.W. Holmes 

But I see some of them are printed Holmes’s Poems, which is not to my taste by any means. I 
should much prefer to have a new label printed to having it go out in this way.—I know that 
this is a little matter, but as you are aware every one has their caprices. 

Yours truly 
O.W. Holmes. 

Holmes’s letter to Folsom ordering the labels and asking that they read “Poems By 
O.W. Holmes” is among the Folsom papers in the Boston Public Library; it is endorsed, 
“Rec’d Oct. 31, 1836.” 

Contents : 

Poetry; A Metrical Essay. 

^Includes:] 

The Cambridge Churchyard. 

Old Ironsides. 

Notes [to Poetry, A Metrical Essayj. 
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Lyrics. 

The Last Reader. 

Our Yankee Girls. 

La Grisette. 

An Evening Thought. 

A Souvenir. 

“Qui Vive!” 

The Wasp and the Hornet. 

From a Bachelor’s Private Journal. 

Stanzas. (Strange! that one lightly-whispered tone.) 

The Philosopher to His Love. 

L’Inconnue. 

The Star and the Water-Lily. 

Illustration of a Picture. “A Spanish Girl in Reverie.” 

The Dying Seneca. 

A Portrait. (A still, sweet, placid, moonlight face.) 

A Roman Aqueduct. 

The Last Prophecy of Cassandra. 

To a Caged Lion. 

To My Companions. 

The Last Leaf. 

To a Blank Sheet of Paper. 

To an Insect. 

The Dilemma. 

My Aunt. 

The Toadstool. 

The Meeting of the Dryads. 

The Mysterious Visiter. 

The Spectre Pig. 

Lines by a Clerk. 

Reflections of a Proud Pedestrian. 

The Poet’s Lot. 

Daily Trials. By a Sensitive Man. 

Evening. By a Tailor. 

The Dorchester Giant. 

To the Portrait of “A Gentleman.” In the Athenaeum Gallery. 
To the Portrait of “A Lady.” In the Athenaeum Gallery. 

The Comet. 

A Noontide Lyric. 

The Ballad of the Oysterman. 

The Music-Grinders. 

The Treadmill Song. 
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The September Gale. 

The Height of the Ridiculous. 

The Hot Season. 

This volume is the first of the long series of editions of Holmes's collected poems. It 
includes two parts, each provided with a special half-title page. The first part contains 
the first printing of the Harvard Phi Beta Kappa poem of 1836 (see page 376). The table 
of contents calls special attention to two short poems embedded in this long metrical 
essay: the first, apparently never before printed, is “The Cambridge Churchyard ; the 
other, “Old Ironsides,” was first printed in the Boston Daily Advertiser, September 16, 

1830. 

The second part of the volume comprises forty-four “Lyrics.” All but three of these 
lyrics have been found previously printed; these three are “Illustration of a Picture,’ 
“To the Portrait of ‘A Lady,’ ” and “The Hot Season.” The original sources of the 
others were The Collegian for twelve poems; The Amateur, eight; Netv-England 
Galaxy, four; The New-England Magazine, seven; The American Monthy Magazine, 

six; The To^en for 1833, three; The Token for 1837, one. 

The collection includes four poems not to be found in the Riverside edition of 
Holmes’s poems nor in the editions printed from the Riverside plates. The poems 
omitted are “A Souvenir,” “The Dying Seneca,” “The Last Prophecy of Cassandra,” 
and “To My Companions”; they were included, after 1836, in the 1849 collection of 
Holmes’s poems, in the Blue and Gold edition of 1862, and in the Handy Volume edi¬ 
tion of 1881, but were omitted from the Household edition of 1877 and its successors, 
the revised edition of 1879, and the Riverside and its allied editions, but restored in the 
Cambridge edition (1895), where they were relegated to the Appendix. The reason for 
their resurrection is explained by Holmes in a note at page 321 of that edition. 

It was, in 1836, high time that Holmes should collect his verses into a volume bearing 
his name on the title-page, for they were being copied with increasing frequency into 
gift annuals and other contemporary collections of poems, very often without his 
name attached. Such collections included Illustrations of the Athenwum Gallery of 
Paintings, 1830 (page 18), with nine poems; The Gleaner, 1830 (page 599), with seven; 
The Harbinger, 1833 (page 22), with seventeen—all three of these were alike in not 
indicating authorship; The Laurel, published early in 1836 (page 560), printed ten 
poems by Holmes, the authorship revealed in six cases. From Illustrations of the Athe- 
nceum Gallery of Paintings, were rejected The Monkeys, The Fish Pieces, The 
Gipsy,” “The Departure,” “Lady Drinking.” From The Gleaner were rejected “The 
Two Shadows,” “Infelix Senectus,” “The Flies,” “The Graduate’s Song.” From The 
Harbinger were rejected “The Departure,” “Domestic Thoughts,” “The Two Shad¬ 
ows,” “Moonshine.” From The Laurel, printed by Broaders just before his firm printed 
the 1836 Poems, nothing (as would be expected) was rejected. 

The poems included in the section “Lyrics” contain a total of 1,912 lines. A fairly 
careful survey of the text of these poems revealed 102 changes distributed as follows: 
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Passages omitted in the new printing, 4 

Passages altered in the new printing, 6 

Couplets altered in the new printing, 5 

Single lines altered in the new printing, 15 

Brief phrases altered in the new printing, 7 

Single words altered in the new printing, 65 


This survey shows that Holmes looked over the poems with a careful eye before re¬ 
publishing them, but the total amount of alteration is not large for poems probably 
often dashed off without thought of future preservation. After 1836, to and including 
the Cambridge edition of 1895, only two changes in the forty-four Lyrics are noticed 
that concern as much as one line of text; the other changes noted, sixteen in number, 
concern but a word or two. This survey revealed that three errors have crept into the 
later editions: in “A Souvenir” (Cam, 332), first stanza, sixth line, the last word should 
be dance; in the “ ‘The Wasp* and ‘The Hornet* ** (Cam. 331), second stanza, fourth 
line, the first word should be Save; in ‘‘To the Portrait of ‘A Gentleman* ’* (Cam. 329), 
seventh stanza, first line, mantle should read mantel. For the long Phi Beta Kappa poem 
“Poetry,** with its 784 lines, only seven verbal changes were noted in the Cambridge 
edition when compared with the text of 1836. 



BOYLSTON PRIZE DISSERTATIONS 


Boylston Prize Dissertations For the Years 1836 and 1837. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, M.D., Fellow of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
and Member of the Societe Medicale d’Observation of Paris. [Rulei Bos¬ 


ton; Charles C. Little and James Brown. iRulci m.dccc.xxxviii. 

(Jan. 1838) 

On January 10, 1838, The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal announced the book 
as soon to be published and on January 24 reported the book as just issued (vol. xvii, 
pages 371 and 401), Holmes presented a copy to the library of the Boston Society for 
Medical Improvement on January 22 (manuscript records of the Society, vol. iii, page 
81, Boston Medical Library). The volume contains no statement of copyright. 


Leaf: 91^ x 5^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: xiv, [2], 371 pages. Sig. [aj, b, in 4*s, 
1-46 in 4’s, 47 in 2. Page [ij, half-title: Boylston Prize Dissertations, [ii], blank, fiii], title- 
page, [iv], printer*s note: Boston: Printed by Freeman and Bolles, Washington-Street. 
iV), dedication: To P. Cha. A. Louis, Doctor in Medicine of the Faculties of Paris and 
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St. Petersburg, President of the Societe Medicale d’Observation, Etc. in the Recollection 
of His Invaluable Instructions and Unvarying Kindness, These Essays are Respect¬ 
fully Inscribed, [vij, blank, [viij-ix, Preface. [X], blank. [Xi]-xiv, Contents. [XVj, half-title 
for the first dissertation. [Xvij, blank, (ij-368, text. [3693-371, Notes. [3723, blank. 

Illustrations: Woodcut on page 80, and, opposite the title-page, a folded map, 
with the note: “New England, with the localities referred to in the Memoir. The Placei 
where Intermittent Fever is supposed to have originated are designated by Asterisl{s, T. 
Moore's Lithog^ Boston'' 

Binding: Four colors of cloth (green, maroon, brown, lavender), in seven patterns, 
top edge untrimmed, white end-papers. Spine lettered: | Boylston | Prize | Disserta¬ 
tions. I [Ornamental rulej | By | O.W.Holmes, M.D. | . One flyleaf at front and one at 
back in addition to the free end-papers. 

Contents : 

Facts and Traditions Respecting the Existence of Indigenous Intermittent 
Fever in New England. 

On the Nature and Treatment of Neuralgia. 

On the Utility and Importance of Direct Exploration in Medical Practice. 
[Holmes revised the 1836 printing.3 

Dr. Enoch Hale’s letter of August 2,1837, awarding the premiums for the two essays 
in behalf of the Boylston Medical Committee of Harvard University, is in the Harvard 
Holmes collection, where will be found also letters received by Holmes from New Eng¬ 
land doctors while he was investigating the subject of intermittent fever. On January 
9, 1837 (letter misdated 1836), Holmes wrote to Dr. Thomas Hubbard (letter in the 
Wilson collection, vol. n, page 472), as follows: 

... I have then for some time been accumulating facts upon this point, from the earlier 
accounts of the N. E. letters, the topographical and medical sketches published in the Hist. 
Collections &c, and the information which I could glean from the different physicians with 
whom I was acquainted. I find the subject full of difficulty and yet I am in hopes that the 
facts I can bring together (in case some other should not investigate the subject more pro¬ 
foundly and more successfully) will form a nucleus for some future more perfect history. That 
this is needed may be inferred from the appointment of a Committee by our Medical So¬ 
ciety two or three years [agO] to investigate this very question of intermittent fever, and that 
such a subject requires that the individual who would treat it successfully should identify his 
own interests with it and throw all his personal zeal into the task, may be gathered from the 
entire failure of that committee in their efforts. 

Holmes’s personal zeal was equal to the task. A modern authority, Dr. Erwin H. 
Ackerknecht, in 1944, described Holmes’s paper as “still the best regional history of 
malaria thus far written.’’ {Bulletin of the History of Medicine, Supplement No. 4, 
“Malaria in the Upper Mississippi Valley,” Baltimore, 1945.) 
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MARSHALL HALL. PRINCIPLES 

Principles of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. By Marshall Hall, 
M.D. F.R.S. L. and E. [Four lines of titles and memberships] First 
American Edition. Revised and Much Enlarged, By Jacob Bigelow, 
M.D. Professor of Materia Medica in Harvard University, Lecturer on 
Clinical Medicine in the Massachusetts General Hospital. And Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, M.D. Member of the Medical Society of Observation 
of Paris, Professor of Anatomy in Dartmouth College. Boston: Charles 
C. Little and James Brown, mdcccxxxix. (Sept. 1839) 

The book was announced as in the press as early as February 27, 1839 {The Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, vol. xx, page 51), but it was not entered for copyright 
until September 12, 1839. There is no record of copies deposited. The Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal of October 2 (vol. xxi, page 134) acknowledges its receipt of the 
volume. 

Leaf: 8-i x 5 tV inches, trimmed. Collation: iv, 724 pages. Preliminary gathering of 
two leaves, sewed in, followed by sig. 1-90 in 4’s, 91 in 2. Page [i], title-page, [iij, copy¬ 
right notice: 1839, by Jacob Bigelow and Oliver Wendell Holmes, in the Clerk’s Office 
of the District Court of Massachusetts; and printer’s note: Boston: Printed by Freeman 
and Bolles, Washington Street, (iiij, iv. Advertisement to the American Edition, dated: 
Boston, Oct., 1839. [i]-720, text. j72i]-724. Index. Binding: full calf. 

In a letter written on September 30, 1839, to Dr. W. W. Gerhard, of Philadelphia, 
Holmes explains that the last two thirds of the book were put to press during his ab¬ 
sence, when he was teaching at Dartmouth College, and he apologizes for certain omis¬ 
sions and mistakes, including the absence of chapters on tuberculous meningitis and 
chronic hydrocephalus. This letter, now in the files of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia, is printed in an illuminating article on Holmes in its Transactions and 
Studies (4th series, vol. xi, April 1943, page 26), written by W. B. McDaniel, 2d. 

Holmes’s own copy of this book (Wakeman 621) has (at the present writing) not 
been located; it might give some clues to his contributions to the volume, which is ex¬ 
tensively emended by the two American editors. It is reasonable to suppose that those 
passages which relate to self-limiting diseases and which draw upon a knowledge of 
botany are by Jacob Bigelow, while those which refer to the work of the French clin¬ 
icians, Louis, Andral, and Chomel, are by Holmes. In a letter of September 26, 1839 
(Brown University library), Holmes claims as his the passage on synochus, page 233. 
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Holmes is certainly responsible for the long addition beginning at page [3], for it con¬ 
tains allusions, images, and phrases that come from his prize-winning essay on Direct 
Exploration. Paragraphs 2420-30, 2432 (pages 456-57) are borrowed from the Boylston 
prize essay on Neuralgia. And additions to the paragraphs on skin diseases lean heavily 
upon the work of Laurent Biett, with whom Holmes had studied in Paris. Additions 
to the section on venereal diseases (pages 689-99) described as from “our” notes on 
the lectures of Phillipe Ricorde, with whom Holmes also studied. 

The Harvard Holmes collection has Holmes’s notes for a corrected edition, never 
prepared; they appear in a small notebook labeled “Index-Memoranda.” 



DOANE LIBRARY 

[Catalogue of the library of the Boston Society for Medical Improvement. 
Begins:! [The Boston Society for Medical Improvement has recently 
been presented with the ] Library of its late respected associate, Dr. 
George B. Doane. (June 1842) 

Four-page leaflet, loi x yiV inches when folded, white wove paper, printed on all 
four pages, pages 2-4 numbered. Without title, this catalogue of books, arranged by 
subject, is prefaced with an explanatory paragraph in brackets, beginning as above. 
Copies are in the Boston Medical Library, the Surgeon-General’s Library, and the Har¬ 
vard Medical School Library. 

The manuscript records of the Boston Society for Medical Improvement (vol. iv, page 
161, Boston Medical Library), note that the legacy of Dr. George Doane was received 
May 23,1842. At the meeting of May 30, Holmes made a motion that the committee ap¬ 
pointed to receive the gift “report some method of extending the Library” (page 164). 
The motion was carried, and, as might be expected, the author of the motion was 
promptly made a member of the committee. The secretary’s report of the meeting for 
June 13 reads as follows (page 165) : 

Dr Holmes as a member of the committee appointed at a former meeting to report some plan 
for the increase of the Library, presented a catalogue of the books now belonging to the Li¬ 
brary, arranged in order of subjects, and moved that it be printed and a copy sent to each 
member of the Society. He remarked that there were several works and sets of books, of which 
volumes were wanting, and he thought that if members were notified of the deficiencies some 
might be induced to supply them. The cost of printing would be about $4. The motion was 
seconded and carried. 
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Holmes’s argument for having the catalogue printed is repeated in the introductory 
paragraph of the leaflet here described, and the description of periodicals listed on page 
4 calls attention to missing volumes, 

HOMCEOPATHY 

Homceopathy, and Its Kindred Delusions; Two Lectures Delivered be¬ 
fore the Boston Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, M.D. tRulej Kanpov ovap. (Rulej Boston: Wil¬ 
liam D. Ticknor, m d ccc xlii. (Apr. 1842) 

The book was not copyrighted; it is noted in the Boston Daily Advertiser of April 9, 
1842, as recently published. There is a copy in the Wilson collection (vol. n, page 480) 
with the flyleaf date of April ii, 1842; the American Antiquarian Society has one with 
the date April 16; and on April 2i Holmes presented a copy to the Boston Athenaeum. 

Leaf: 7J x 41% inches, trimmed. Collation: v. (3j, 72 pages. Preliminary signature 
of four leaves, followed by sig. 1-6 in 6’s. Page [i], title-page, [iij, printer’s note; Printed 
by 1 . R. Butts, 2 School Street, Boston. [iii]-v, Preface, followed at foot of page v by 
Errata. [Vij,blank. (Viij, half-title: Lectures, (viiij, blank, [ij-72, text. 

Binding: Tan boards, with label running lengthwise, | Homoeopathy, | and Its Kin¬ 
dred Delusions. | . One flyleaf at each end, of which the other half is pasted to the cover 
as end-paper. 

Copies: The publisher’s records note that 1,000 copies were printed, 150 being de¬ 
livered to Holmes without charge. The same entry records Holmes’s “cash acet” as $60 
{Cost Boo\s, A43b, page 50). 

From October 6 to November 5, 1841, the Boston Evening Transcript carried the ad¬ 
vertisement of a series of lectures, to be delivered before the Boston Society for the Diffu¬ 
sion of Useful Knowledge, which were to include three by Holmes on the subject of 
“Scientific Mysticism.” The first of the three was delivered on Wednesday, February 2, 
1842, the subject as advertised being “Astrology and Alchemy.” The second and the 
third lectures by Holmes were given on February 9 and 16, the titles being, respectively, 
“Medical Delusions of the Past” and “Homoeopathy.” These two last-named lectures, 
with some material from the first, were published early in April 1842, in the pamphlet 
here described, bearing the imprint of William D. Ticknor. 

This attack by Holmes on homoeopathy aroused fierce resentment on the part of ad¬ 
herents to that school of medical practice. As Holmes himself wrote in a letter to Dr. 
John Collins Warren, April 14, 1873 (Morse, vol. i, page 350) : “When I published my 
lectures on ‘Homoeopathy and its Kindred Delusions,’ in 1842 ,1 had three formal pam¬ 
phlets, besides miscellaneous newspaper squibs, launched at my head—from Boston, 
Providence, and Philadelphia.” During his later life he returned with some frequency 
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to this pet aversion. In 1850 he \vas one of a committee of three that presented a report 
on the subject to the Massachusetts Medical Society, noted at page 51; in The Atlantic 
Monthly for December 1857, he wrote “Some More Recent Views on Homoeopathy,” 
being a review of a book by }. H. Pulte; in his introductory lecture at the Harvard Medi¬ 
cal School, in 1882, “Medical Highways and By-Ways,” he returned to the attack. (The 
lecture was printed in The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for June i, 1882, and 
issued in separate form, as noted at page 187.) As late as the year 1891, when supplying a 
new introduction to his volume of Medical Essays, he wrote (Riverside edition, vol. ix, 
page [Xiii]) : “Homoeopathy has proved lucrative, and so long as it continues to be so 
will surely exist,—as surely as astrology, palmistry, and other methods of getting a liv¬ 
ing out of the weakness and credulity of mankind and womankind. Though it has no 
pretensions to be considered as belonging among the sciences, it may be looked upon by 
a scientific man as a curious object of study among the vagaries of the human mind.” In 
his preface to the collection of medical essays Currents and Counter-Currents in Medi¬ 
cal Science, 1861, Holmes refers (see Riverside edition of his Writings, vol. ix, page 
viii) to a “foolish story ... that he was attempting to buy up stray copies [of this essay on 
homoeopathy] for the sake of suppressing it”; this was just at the time when he was pre¬ 
paring to reprint it in his volume, Medical Essays, 1883. 


1843 

THE CONTAGIOUSNESS OF PUERPERAL FEVER 

THE 1 CONTAGIOUSNESS OF PUERPERAL FEVER. [ READ 
BEFORE THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL IMPROVE¬ 
MENT, AND I PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF THE SO¬ 
CIETY.* 1 BY OLIVER W. HOLMES, M.D. | [Wavy rule, 

(Apr. 1843 ) 

There is no title-page, the title above being the caption tide on the first page, at the 
foot of which is the note: *From the New England Quarterly Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery. The paper appeared in the April 1843 issue of this journal. 

Leaf: 91*^ x 5A, scant, inches, trimmed. Collation: 28 pages. Sig. 1-3 in 4’s, 4 in 2. 
Pages [i]-28, text. 

Binding: Buff paper wrappers, with the title: | The | Contagiousness of Puerperal 
Fever. | By Oliver W. Holmes, M. D. | . Wavy lines above and below this title. 

This, the most famous of Holmes’s medical essays, was prepared and written in 
twenty-one days (see Amiable Autocrat, by Eleanor M. Tilton, New York, 1947, page 
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i68). In The Bulletin of the Medical Library Association for October 1943, Dr. Henry 
R. Viets says of Holmes’s paper: “At the time it was delivered this paper was the most 
important contribution made in America to the advancement of medicine.” 

A letter from Dr. Holmes to Dr. James R. Chadwick, May 8,1893, regarding this es¬ 
say was printed on the menu for the dinner of the American Gynecological Society, 
Philadelphia, May 16, 1893. In this letter Holmes writes: “I do know that others had 
cried out with all their might against the terrible evil, before I did, and I gave them full 

credit for it. But I think I shrieked my warning louder and longer than any of them_” 

William Osier writes of it: “At the time there certainly was not an article in which the 
subject was presented in so logical and convincing a manner” {Bulletin of the Johns 
Hophjns Hospital, Baltimore, October 1894, vol. v, page 87). Osier also quotes (page 88) 
the letter to Dr. Chadwick. 

Dr. Henry I. Bowditch, of Boston, wrote to Holmes (undated letter in the Harvard 
Holmes collection): 

I thank you very much for your article on Puerperal Fever. I had read it in the Journal with 
great delight & with a feeling of pride, moreover, that such a paper had come from Boston. 
It is decidedly one of the best papers that has been written for years. It is pleasant to find amid 
the load of scientific memoirs one that combines so much of real investigation, and so great 
a degree of practical utility in its effects, which I am sure it will produce, I congratulate you 
most sincerely & at the same time thank you for the benefit conferred on me personally by the 
perusal of the document. 

For reference to Holmes’s letter to Sir William Osier, January 21, 1889, on “The 
Chambered Nautilus” and the essay on puerperal fever, see under “Chambered Nau¬ 
tilus,” page 289. 

REPRINT WITH ADDITIONS. 1855 

Puerperal Fever, as a Private Pestilence. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
M. D. Parkman Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in Harvard Uni¬ 
versity. Boston: Ticknor and Fields, m dccc lv. (Jan. 1855) 

Entered for copyright and copies deposited January 23, 1855. Holmes presented a 
copy to the Boston Athenseum on January 29, 1855. Five hundred copies were printed 
{Cost Boohs, B97b, page 309). 

Leaf: 9^ x 5J inches, in paper wrappers, trimmed. Collation: 60 pages. Sig. [I-5) 
in 6’s. Page jij, title-page. [2], copyright notice: 1855, by Ticknor and Fields, and print¬ 
er’s note: Thurston and Torry, Printers. (3j, dedication: To the Medical Students and 
Graduates of Harvard University. [43, The Point at Issue. [51-24, Introduction. 25-57, 
The Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever, (58], blank. 59-60, Additional References and 
Cases. 

Binding: Brown paper wrappers, trimmed, with title exactly as on the title-page but 
enclosed by printer’s double rules; stab-stitched. Also (rarely) in black cloth, the edges 
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trimmed, buff end-papers, with additional white flyleaf at back and at front, front and 
back covers stamped in blind with ornamental frame, title in gilt on front cover: 
I Puerperal Fever | (Rule] | Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D. | . Spine plain. 

This volume is a reprint of The Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever, 1843, reissued as 
stated on page 6 “without the change of a word or syllable.” As explained at pages 5-6, 
the reason for reprinting it was as follows: “As this Journal {The FJew England Quar¬ 
terly Journal of Medicine and Surgery, in which it was originally printed] never obtained 
a large circulation, and ceased to be published after a year’s existence, and as the few 
copies I had struck off separately were soon lost sight of among the friends to whom 
they were sent, the Essay can hardly be said to have been fully brought before the Pro¬ 
fession,” Added here to the original essay are the twenty-one-page introduction and the 
two-page list of “Additional References and Cases.” 

The Ticknor and Fields Commission Account Book C, page 734 (Harvard library), 
indicates that the net price of the book was fifteen cents. The records show that, of the 
500 copies printed, 154 were delivered to Holmes, the first delivery of 100 copies being 
made on January 27. On the same day 52 copies were sent to editors, and on the twenty- 
ninth six were shipped to England. Ticknor and Fields transferred 129 copies to their 
cash account on the thirtieth. A remainder of 159 copies was noted on August 26, 1861, 
and described as “ground for storage,” April 27, 1865. 

For an important medical document, this essay had a surprisingly small circulation. 

REPRINT WITH NOTE. I936 

Medical Classics. Compiled by Emerson Crosby Kelly, M. D., of the De¬ 
partment of Surgery, Albany Medical College. November, 1936, vol. I. 
no. 3. The Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever, Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
Puerperal Fever as a Private Pestilence, Oliver Wendell Holmes. The 
Williams & Wilkins Company, Baltimore, Maryland, U. S. A. 

The above title is from the front wrapper. Collation : Preliminary leaf followed by 
pages 195 to 268. Frontispiece portrait. Inserted plate: facsimile of the title-page and 
page (4] of the edition of 1855. Contains Bibliography [of Holmes’s medical writings], 
pages 196-206, and introductory note: Holmes and Puerperal Fever, pages 207-8. 



POSITION AND PROSPECTS 

The Position and Prospects of the Medical Student. An Address De¬ 
livered before the Boylston Medical Society of Harvard University, Jan- 
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uary 12, 1844, by Oliver W. Holmes, M.D. [Rule] Published at the re¬ 
quest of the Society. [Rulei Boston: John Putnam, Printer. 1844. 

(Feb. ? 1844) 

This pamphlet was not copyrighted; it was noticed in The Boston Medical and Sur¬ 
gical Journal of March 6,1844 (vol. xxx, page 105). 

Leaf: 8J x 5! inches, trimmed. Collation: 28 pages. Sig. (ij-3 in 4’s, 4 in 2. Page 
[I], title-page. (2], blank. [3]-28, Address. 

Binding : Light brown paper wrappers, with exactly the same title, enclosed in print¬ 
er’s double rules, with small ornaments at the corners. 

In this address Holmes quoted, without titles, fragments of verse he had written for 
previous occasions. The first of these, beginning with the words “But thou, poor 
dreamer,” has been identified as a revised version of lines from An Unpublished Poem 
(see page 248). The other is the poem “The Stability of Science,” which forms the first 
part of “Extracts from a Medical Poem,” recorded at pages 302-3. 



THE PILGRIM’S VISION 

The Memorial. | Saturday Morning, December 27. (Dec. 1845) 

This is an offprint of the two inside pages of the newspaper, the Old Colony Me¬ 
morial, Plymouth, Massachusetts, for December 27, 1845. The tide above heads the 
first column. It contains a report of the celebration at Plymouth, December 22, 1845, of 
the 225th anniversary of the landing of the Pilgrims, and prints, without title, Holmes’s 
poem for the occasion, “The Pilgrim’s Vision.” 

Single sheet, 26 x 38 inches when folded, white wove paper, verso blank. The only 
copy noted is in the library of the American Antiquarian Society. 



POEMS 

Poems. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. [Rulej London: O.Rich & Sons, 12, 
Red Lion Square. iRulei mdcccxlvi. (Nov. 1845) 
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The Boston Evening Transcript, November 19,1845, has the note, “We saw on Tick- 
Dor & Go’s counter a few days since the new English reprint of Dr. Holmes’s popular 
little volume,” The Cost Boo\s (A8oa, page 82), under the date November 15, 1845, 
make it clear that the book was printed in England on Ticknor’s order, in an edition of 
1,000 copies. Price $1.00. 


Leaf: 6 H x 4A inches, untrimmed. Collation: xx, (4], 175, [i] pages. Sig. [Aj in 8, 
b in 4, B-I, K-M in 8’s. Page [ij, half-title: Poems, pi], blank, piij, title-page. pV], print¬ 
er’s note: London: Bradbury and Evans, Printers, Whitefriars. [Vj, Note by the Eng¬ 
lish Publisher. (Vij, blank. [Viij-xii, Preface To the First American Edition, signed 
O.W.H., and dated: Boston, Massachusetts, November i, 1836. [xiiij-xv. Contents. 
(Xvi], blank. [Xviij-xx, Memoir of the Author [from Griswold’s Poets and Poetry of 
America^, ixxi], half-title: Poetry: A Metrical Essay, [xxiij, blank. [Xxiii], dedication 
to Charles Wentworth Upham as in the Boston edition of 1836. [Xxivj, blank. [i]-i75, 
text. [I76], printer’s note as above. 

Binding: The Cost Boo\s {loc. cit,) indicate three styles of binding: paper, cost five 
cents; cloth, twelve cents; and cloth gilt, twenty-five cents. The “paper” copies are dark 
gray paper-boards, untrimmed, white end-papers sewed in, the free end-papers being 
the only flyleaves, white paper label on spine: | Poems. | By | O.W.Holmes. | — | Price 
5r. bds. \ , with double rules above and below. The chocolate cloth binding has been 
noted in two designs. One of these has a wreath, blind-stamped, on the covers; the 
spine, with bands in blind, lettered: | Holmes’s | Poems | ; at the foot: London. The 
other form has a shieldlike ornament on the covers, in blind; the spine, with bands in 
blind, lettered: ] Holmes’s | Poems | ; at the foot: Ticknor & Co. Copies of the latter 
binding have an embossed stamp on the flyleaf: B. B. Bradley Binder Boston. Similarity 
of cloth and lettering, and the wreath found elsewhere on Ticknor books (e.g., Poems, 
1849, bound by Bradley) make it certain that both bindings were executed by Bradley. 
These cloth bindings have yellow end-papers pasted in, the free end-papers being the 
only flyleaves. Copies in boards, and in cloth with the wreath (London on the spine), 
have been noted with a small sales tag gummed on the inside of the front cover: | Sold 
by I Ticknor & Co | 135 [ Washington St. | Boston. | . The third binding (cloth gilt) has 


been noted in red, green, and blue cloth, all with gilt edges: the red and green with the 
wreath in gilt on the covers; the blue with the shield in gilt. In all three the spine is or¬ 
nately stamped in gilt, with the title, | Holmes’s | Poems | , and below: London 
Copies have been noted also in calf and in black morocco, bound by Gould, of Boston, 
presumably stock bindings, with “London 1846” at the foot of the spine; this Gould was 
undoubtedly the George Gould listed in the Boston directory of the period as located 
on School Street opposite the Ticknor establishment. The question arises whether any 
of the sheets were held back in London and bound there, for the price in English 
money on the labels of the copies in boards is a bit odd for sales in this country. The 
sewed-in Ticknor advertisement, noted in the next paragraph, would argue for a Bos¬ 
ton binding. 
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Advertisement: In a few copies seen, bound in boards, there is present, sewed in at 
the front, a four-page advertisement of Wm. D. Ticknor & Co., dated January i, 1846. 

The note on page (53 reads; 

Note by the English Publisher. This volume contains all of Dr. Holmes’s Poems pub¬ 
lished in the last Boston edition. Those which follow “The Hot Season,” on page 141, are here 
collected for the first time from Magazines and other sources, available to the English Editor; 

who has also added a short Memoir of the Author from Griswold’s “Poets and Poetry of 
America.” 

The poems added are as follows; 

Lines Recited at the Cambridge Phi Beta Kappa Society’s 
Dinner, in 1844. (Verses for After-Dinner.j 
Terpsichore. [An After-Dinner Poem.j 
The Parting Word, 

Lines Recited at the Berkshire Festival. 

Song, Written for the Anniversary Dinner of the New York 
Mercantile Library Association, Nov. 1842; to Which Ladies 
Were Invited. [Song for a Temperance Dinner.j 
Departed Days. 

The Steamboat. 

Song, Written for the Dinner Given to Charles Dickens, by 
the Young Men of Boston, Feb. i, 1842. 

The Only Daughter. 

This English edition, printed at Ticknor’s order, assuredly had the benefit of Holmes’s 

it included the Phi Beta Kappa poem of 1844 (afterwards given the title 
“Verses for After-Dinner”) which, so far as noted, had not previously been printed in 
any form; the proceedings at these dinners were presumably confidential, and reporters 
were excluded. The widely scattered sources from which were derived the other poems 
here first collected also support this inference of Holmes’s editorship. In the letter to his 
publishers serving as the introduction of the first issue of the 1849 edition of his poems. 
Holmes remarks that this edition of 1846 was “printed, at your suggestion, in London, 
but I suppose sold principally in this country.” 


URANIA 

[Star] Urania: A Rhymed Lesson. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. Pro¬ 
nounced before the Mercantile Library Association, October 14, 1846. 
[Rule] Boston: William D. Ticknor & Company, mdcccxlvi. 

(Oct. 1846) 
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Entered for copyright and copies deposited October 30, 1846. Published October 31, 
1846 {Cost Boo}{s, A93b, page 95). For a note of the author’s first readings of the poem, 
see page 381. 

Leaf: 9! x 5} inches, trimmed. Collation: 31, [ij pages. Sig. [ij-4 in 4’s. Page [i|, 
title-page. [2], copyright notice: 1846, by William D. Ticknor and Company, in the 
District Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: Boston: Printed by 
Freeman and Bolles, Devonshire Street. [31-31, Poem. (32], Notes. 

Binding: Blue paper wrappers, trimmed, with title and author’s name on the front 
cover enclosed by plain double rules; stab-stitched. The Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 
489) has a copy in plain tan wrappers, 91^ x 5!^. 

Second and third editions : Copies are common with “Second Edition” on the title- 
page and others with “Third Edition,” but these indications are not on the blue wrap¬ 
pers. A careful comparison of these copies with the first edition shows that the first two 
editions were unquestionably printed from the same setting of type, and no text dif¬ 
ferences have been noted. The type was reset for the “Third Edition,” and five changes 
of text (all of single words) have been noted. The Cost Bool^s note only two impressions, 
the first published October 31, 1846, 1,500 copies being printed (A93b, page 94). That 
called “second” in the Cost Booths was published on November 20, 500 copies (A96b, 
page 97). In both cases the cost of composition is given as $15.77, thus corroborating the 
inference, from the examination of copies reported above, that only the third edition 
was reset. From the records it would then seem that a portion of the first impression was 
issued with the changed title-page and that the “second edition” of the Cost BooI^s is 
the issue with “Third Edition” on the title-page. 

A presentation (undated) copy of the so-labeled “Second Edition” in the Har¬ 
vard library has, in addition to the ink inscription, a half-erased pencil signature 
“O.W.Holmes” and, underneath, “Oct 14 29^** 1846,” both in Holmes’s hand. The in¬ 
ference is that Holmes received his free copies, including some with the “Second Edi¬ 
tion” title-page, from the publisher on the twenty-ninth. 

Text: A comparison of the first printing with the Cambridge edition reveals three 
passages omitted in the final version, three lines rewritten, and fourteen changes of 
single words. Of these changes five (all of single words) were made for the “Third 
Edition” of 1846, The passages omitted were eight lines after line 624 (see the Cabinet 
edition, which numbers the lines) and the couplets after lines 538 and 546. Lines 252, 
312, and 651 were rewritten. Changes in punctuation and the use of capitals are fairly 
numerous. 
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AN INTRODUCTORY LECTURE 


An Introductory Lecture, Delivered at the Massachusetts Medical Col¬ 
lege, November 3, 1847. iRulej By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D. Park- 
man Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. (Rule Seal] Boston: William 
D. Ticknor & Company, Corner of Washington and School Streets. 
(Rule) M Dccc xLvii. (Nov. 1847) 


Entered for copyright and copies deposited November 29, 1847. Published November 
30, edition of 1,250 copies {Cost Books, AiT3a, page 113). The Boston Athen^um copy 
was received from the publishers December i. 


Leaf: SH x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 38 pages. Sig. [ij-5 in 4’s, the last leaf 
blank. Page [ij, title-page. [2^, copyright notice: 1847, by Wm. D. Ticknor and Com¬ 
pany, in the District Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: Printed 
by I. R. Butts, 2 School Street, Boston. (3j, letter from the class soliciting the lecture for 
publication, and reply of Dr. Holmes, dated: Boston, November 9th, 1847. [4], blank. 
153-38, text. 

Binding: Salmon paper wrappers, with title (enclosed in printer’s triple rules): Dr. 
Holmes’s Introductory Lecture, Delivered before the Medical Class of Harvard Uni¬ 
versity, November 3,1847. Short rules above and below the title. On page 4 of the wrap¬ 
pers an advertisement: Medical Books Published by William D. Ticknor & Co, Stab- 
stitched. 

Variant copies: Copies exist that do not have the advertisement on the last page of 
the wrappers; one in the Harvard library was a gift of the author to Dr. Herman 
Inches; another, in the library of the American Antiquarian Society, was presented to 
Benjamin Peirce. Not all presentations are without advertisements. Two copies with 
the front wrapper misdated November 13 have been seen: one in the Wilson collection 
(vol. II, page 490), the other in the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. The latter was pre¬ 
sented by Holmes to the Roxbury Athenaeum and has the notation: “Rec’d July i, 1848.” 
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1848 

REPORT ON MEDICAL LITERATURE 

Report of the Committee on Medical Literature. [Extracted from the 
Transactions of the Am. Med. Ass.,Vo\.\.] (Dec. 1848) 

Signed at the end by Holmes and six others, but Holmes was responsible for it and 
wrote it, as he states in a letter to Duyckinck, February 20 (The date looks like 4th to 
me,— Ed.), 1850, in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 493). The date of the meeting 
was May 2, 1848, See also page 425. 

Leaf: 8H x 5iJ inches, trimmed. Collation: 40 pages. Sig. i, 2 in 8’s, 3 in 4. Without 
title-page, the above title being a caption title on the first page. An errata slip at the front 
has three slight corrections and explains an omission. Binding: Copies seen are in plain 
brown paper wrappers, entirely devoid of printing. 


1849 

POEMS 

FIRST EDITION. (1848) 

Poems. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. New and Enlarged Edition. (Vi¬ 
gnette] Boston: William D. Ticknor & Company. (Rulei m dccc xlix. 

(Nov. 1848) 

Entered for copyright November 13, 1848, and copies deposited November 18. Pub¬ 
lished November 13,1848, edition of 2,000 copies (Cost Boof^s, Ai 39a, page 129). Holmes 
gave a copy to the Boston Athenseum Library, November 14. Price in boards. Si.00. 

Leaf: ytV x 44 inches, top untrimmed. Collation: x, (2j, 272 pages. Sig. [3] in 6, 
1-17 in 8’s. Page (i], half-title: Poems, (iij, blank, [iiij, title-page, (ivj, copyright notice: 
1848, by William D. Ticknor & Company, in the District Court of the District of Massa¬ 
chusetts, and printer’s note: Boston: Thurston, Torry and Emerson, 31 Devonshire 
Street. [V], vi. From a Letter of the Author to the Publishers, [viij-x. Contents, jxij, dedi¬ 
cation to Charles Wentworth Upham of the poem “Poetry.” [xiij, blank, [i j-272, text. 

Binding: Issued in gray boards and in chocolate cloth; also in cloth “gilt” and “gilt 
extra.” Copies in boards are untrimmed at the top, with white end-papers sewed in, the 
free end-papers at each end being the only flyleaf; white paper label: | Poems | (Rulci 
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O.W.Holmes. | , with double rules above and below. The chocolate cloth bindings are 
untrimmed at the top, with yellow end-papers sewed in; with a single flyleaf at each 
end in addition to the free end-paper; the covers plain, with triple rules in blind at the 
borders; spine with blind-stamped bands lettered: | Holmes’s | Poems | ; at the foot: | 
Ticknor & Co. | . Copies in cloth “gilt” have been noted in black and in lavender cloth, 
gilt edges; the covers with a wreath in gilt, and plain rules in blind at the borders; the 
spine with an ornate design in gilt; the black cloth used for this binding has, so far as 
noted, either blue or gilt lines running horizontally across covers and spine. The “gilt 
extra binding has been noted in blue cloth, gilt edges; the covers and spine ornately 
stamped, wholly in gilt. Copies in all four styles of binding were ready on the day 
of publication—Ticknor and Fields Commission Account Book B, page i. The Com¬ 
mission Account Book A, page 214, under the date December 12,1848, notes five copies 
in morocco. 

Advertisement: The copies in boards and in chocolate cloth frequently have a four- 

page advertisement of Ticknor publications, dated May i, 1848, at the front, between 

the free end-paper and the pastedown. This lists Holmes’s poems, in one volume, new 

edition in press. When present, the advertisement is sewed in the copies in boards and 
pasted in the copies in cloth. 

Misprint: The error of perpsichore for Terpsichore in the heading of page 187 is 
characteristic of all copies seen of this first edition. 

Freak label: The Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 497) has a copy (repaired) in 
boards with the label misprinted “Pomes.” 

The first 160 pages of this volume contain the poems of the 1836 edition of Holmes’s 
poems. Following these are: 

poems added since the first edition 

Departed Days. 

The Steamboat. 

The Parting Word. 

Song, Written for the Dinner Given to Charles Dickens, by the 
Young Men of Boston, Feb. i, 1842. 

Lines Recited at the Berkshire Festival. 

Verses for After-Dinner, Society, 1844. 

Song, for a Temperance Dinner to Which Ladies Were Invited. (N. Y. 
Mercantile Library Association, Nov. 1842.) 

Terpsichore. 

Urania: A Rhymed Lesson, (Followed by notes for the same.] 

The Pilgrim’s Vision. 

A Modest Request. Complied with after the Dinner at President 
Everett’s Inauguration. 

Nux Postcoenatica. 
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On Lending a Punch-Bowl. 

The Stethoscope Song. A Professional Ballad. 

Extracts from a Medical Poem. 

The Stability of Science, 

A Portrait. (Simple in youth.) 

A Sentiment. (‘O / 3 tos ) 

A Song of Other Days. 

A Sentiment. (The pledge of Friendship!) 

Of these added poems, the first eight had been included in the London edition of 
1846 of Holmes’s poems. Of the others, “Urania” was issued separately in 1846; “The 
Pilgrim’s Vision” had been printed immediately after its delivery in the newspapers of 
the day and copied elsewhere; “The Stability of Science” was included, without title, 
in Holmes’s Position and Prospects of the Medical Student, 1844. The remaining eight 
poems have not been noted as in print earlier than the present volume, although three 
have been discovered quoted from its advance sheets or from prepublication copies; 
these three are “Nux Postcoenatica” in The Knickerbocker, “On Lending a Punch- 
Bowl” in The Literary World, New York, “A Sentiment” (The pledge of Friendship!) 
in the Boston Evening Transcript. 

The extract from the author’s letter to the publisher (on pages v and vi) was reprinted 
by Ives in his Holmes bibliography (page 126). This letter states that the present edi¬ 
tion of the poems was printed at the publisher’s request “to please you rather than to 
gratify myself”; it refers to the edition of 1836 and the London edition of 1846, and 
states that several poems “which sound very much like school exercises, were allowed 
to remain unexpunged”; the titles “Terpsichore” and “Urania” are mentioned as sound¬ 
ing perhaps “a little fantastic, but were merely intended as suggestive titles”; apologies 
are made for “that bacchanalian song,” with the remark that “the author entirely re¬ 
cedes from several of the sentiments contained in it, especially that about strong drink 
being a national want.” 

The immediate popularity of this collection of Holmes’s poems is revealed bv a news 
note in the Boston Evening Transcript for November 21, 1848, which states that the 
edition of two thousand copies, “published only last week ... is already quite taken up.” 

STEREOTYPED EDITION. 1 849 
(First Impression) 

This edition has 286 pages of text as against the 272 of the first; the type was reset. The 
Cost Books (Ai44a, page 133) record this as the first stereotyped edition, giving the 
publication date as February 15, 1849, and the number of copies as 740. The title-page 
agrees with that of the first edition, except that the firm name in the imprint is Tick- 
nor, Reed & Fields. In place of the introductory “From a Letter of the Author to the 
Publishers,” there is a far more suitable note on pages [Vj and vi, “The Author to the 
Publishers,” dated Boston, January 13th, 1849; this is reprinted by Ives in his Holmes 
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bibliography (page 128). This edition adds the following poems to those of the first 
edition: 

The Only Daughter. (Illustration of a Picture.) 

Lexington. 

The Island Hunting Song. (No more the summer floweret charms.) 

Questions and Answers. 

A Song for the Centennial Celebration of Harvard College. (When 
the Puritans came over.) 

Of these poems the third, fourth, and fifth have not been noted in an earlier print¬ 
ing. The first was in The To\en, 1838, and in the 1846 London edition of Holmes’s 
poems, being the only poem of that collection not contained in the first edition of the 

1849 Poems; the second poem had already appeared in The Dartmouth for November 
1839. 

Collation : x, [2j, 286 pages. Sig. [3] in 8, the first two leaves blank, i-i8 in 8’s, the last 
leaf blank. The paper of this edition is of better quality than that of the first. 

Binding: Offered, like the first edition, in boards, chocolate cloth, and a cloth gilt 
binding, the last available in “gilt” and “gilt extra.” 

(Second Impression) 

There exists a variant of the stereotyped edition. Both impressions of the sterotyped 
edition have a footnote on page 207 explaining that the poem “Urania” was delivered 
before the Boston Mercantile Library Association, October 14, 1846. (This footnote, in 
the first edition, is not at the corresponding page, page 193, but is at the head of the 
Notes, on page 227.) Now in the first impression of the stereotyped edition, the note 
is not only handily placed at the foot of page 207, where the poem begins, but is also 
retained, unnecessarily, at the head of the “Notes,” page 241. In the second impression 
of the stereotyped edition, the note appears at page 207 but has been cut out from the 
Notes.” The fact that later impressions agree with the second impression of the stereo¬ 
typed edition is sufficient to establish the order of succession. 

There is another point of difference. On the back of the title-page the first edition 
gives the copyright notice and printer’s note, as cited above; the stereotyped edition has 
the copyright notice and omits the printer’s note, substituting for it the note: “Stereo¬ 
typed by George A. Curtis; New England Type and Stereotype Foundery, Boston”; the 
second impression of the stereotyped edition has the copyright notice, the same stereo¬ 
typer’s note, and, in addition, a printer’s note: “Printed by Thurston, Torry & Co., 31 
Devonshire Street,” the firm’s name, it will be noticed, differing slightly here from that 
given in the first edition. 


Illustrations : The first edition of this collection of Holmes’s poems was embellished 
by six woodcuts, and two more, described below, were added for the stereotyped edi¬ 
tion. The Ticknor notes (manuscript Cost Book A139) for the first edition are:* 


• I have allowed Mr. Currier’s reading of the manuscript to stand in spite of the doubtful read- 
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Dr. Holmes at Forty. 

From Daguerreotype by Jonah J. Hawes, Ca. 1849. 

Edward Jackson Holmes. 
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Cuts—Hartwell 2 — 10 & Brown 4.50 14*50 

N. Gookin [Pj 20 Billings-Designs 12 32. 

A comparison of this entry with others in the same Cost Book leads to the inference 
that the two woodcuts engraved by Hartwell were designed by Nathan Brown, listed 
in the Boston directories as “engraver” and as “designer” with offices on School Street, 
near the Ticknor establishment. Brown is also the designer of the two woodcuts added 
to the stereotyped edition {Cost Boo\s, Ai44a, page 133). These added decorations are 
representations of cherubs, from which it seems probable that Brown was responsible 
for the cherubs of the first edition, which appear on the title-page and as a tailpiece.* 
The other illustrations in the first edition were cut by an unidentified engraver from the 
designs of Hammatt Billings, later the illustrator of Hawthorne’s Wonder-Booi^ and 
Mussey’s elaborate edition of Whittier’s poems. 

The most interesting of the four cuts assigned to Billings is the vignette that appears 
at the head of the Phi Beta Kappa poem, “Poetry.” This poem begins with the words, 
"Scenes of my youth!” The vignette (see illustration opposite) certainly depicts Cam¬ 
bridge, with the Charles River in the foreground, viewed probably from the low-lying 
land in the bend of the river (adjacent to Soldiers’ Field of today), where Holmes 
roamed when a boy. The four towers and the south window of old Gore Hall, the 
former library building, finished in 1841, are easily recognizable, as are the two spires 
to its left, the one farther to the left being an exact representation of the First Church 
(Unitarian), built in 1833, and still standing, the other that of the old Baptist church, 
which stood just south of Abiel Holmes’s residence. The square spire to the right would 
be that of the church built in 1831 by the section of Abiel Holmes’s parishioners who 
followed him in orthodoxy. This attractive vignette is not found after the impression of 
1853. Of the other cuts that are presumably by Billings, one depicts the old punch bowl, 
described at page 29 of the Cambridge edition, and the other two serve as head- and 
tailpieces to “The Stethoscope Song.” 

Text revisions: In the forty-five poems reprinted from the edition of 1836, three 
changes of single words were made for the first 1849 edition; three more changes (also 
of single words) were made in the stereotyped edition. Of the eleven poems that ap¬ 
peared earlier in print, although not in the 1836 collection, three show revision in the 
first edition of 1849. The changes are in single words, except for a four-line passage in 
"The Parting Word” and a couplet in “The Pilgrim’s Vision.” In the stereotyped edi¬ 
tion, additional changes, involving four lines and a dozen words, were made. 

The stereotyped edition also corrects an error in the Greek quotations at the beginning 
of the third poem (“A Sentiment”) in “Extracts from a Medical Poem.” The first edi- 

ing “N. Gookin,” which the editors of the printed text (and Mr. Currier originally) read ‘‘N 
York 8tc,” with a question. The illegible passage clearly refers to the engraver of Billings’ design, 
and his identity does not affect Mr. Currier’s inferences about which of the woodcuts in the book 
were designed by Billings. (The illegible passage looks to me like “N York sc,” the second and fifth 
letters being doubtful.)— Ed. 

* In later impressions, some of the cherubs show plainly the initials “NB.”— Ed. 
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tion has the marks for smooth breathing before the definite articles; the correct marks 
for rough breathing are substituted in the stereotyped edition. 

Of the poems added to the stereotyped edition, an eight-line passage in “The Only 
Daughter” and several words and passages in “Lexington” are altered. (The second im¬ 
pression of the stereotyped edition shows no changes in the poems.) 

Impressions: The manuscript Cost Books indicate that, of the first edition, 1848, and 
the stereotyped edition combined, there were published, between the years 1848 and 
1865, twenty-two impressions, embracing a total of 16,530 copies; by the latter date the 
volume had been superseded by the Blue and Gold edition described on page 107. 

Contract: No original contract for this book has been found. Among four con¬ 
tracts (recently added to the Harvard Holmes collection), signed by Holmes on March 
13) 1867, is one for a 12“® volume of poems. The contract cannot refer to the Blue and 
Gold edition, a 32™°, or to the Cabinet edition, for contracts for each of these are among 
the four. The publisher’s records usually refer to reprints of this 1849 edition as the 12“° 
edition, the last impression of which was struck off in 1865. Of this impression, there 
were two remainder lots (224 copies in all), the first bound in November 1867 and the 
second in August 1868. Possibly the contract, stipulating that Holmes is to receive ten 
cents a copy, applies to these. 


A SCINTILLA 


A SCINTILLA, (Rulei THE TASK. [Four lines in quotation 
marks.] | THE EXECUTION. I [Two stanzas of six lines each.] 


(June 1849) 

Without author’s name or date of printing. 

Single sheet, light blue paper, verso blank, in two forms, 7H x 61*^ inches, and y{i x 
4if inches, the larger size on laid paper, the smaller on wove. 


This leaflet was distributed at the dinner following the inauguration of Jared Sparks 
as president of Harvard College, June 20, 1849, as stated in the pamphlet. Addresses at 
the Inauguration of Jared Spares, 1849, page ii, where, without naming the author, 
these punning lines are printed; they are also to be found on page 68 of Ives’s bibliog¬ 
raphy of Holmes. The copy preserved by Librarian Sibley, of Harvard, is now in the 
files of the Massachusetts Historical Society, marked by Sibley as “By O. W Holmes,” 
and below, “Cambridge 20 June 1849 Prest Spark’s Inauguration.” A manuscript copy 
in Holmes’s hand is in the Harvard library, written on blue note paper, folded, ad¬ 
dressed “Mr Folsom at the Boston Athenaeum,” and endorsed, presumably by Folsom, 
“Original poem written by Dr O. W. Holmes. Delivered when Jared Sparks took the 
chair as president of Harvard College.” Holmes’s authorship was evidently generally 
known, for both the Boston Daily Advertiser and the Boston Evening Transcript of 
June 21 credit him with the lines. 
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No conclusions are offered about the reason for two printings of the poem. The same 
setting of type was used for both, but the larger leaflet shows a more careful justification 
of the left margin of the first four lines. The larger form is on decidedly better paper 
and would probably have been used by Holmes in case he distributed copies to friends. 
Whether both forms were distributed at the dinner or only one is not known. Copies of 
the larger form are noted with a watermark depicting Britannia, and a crown has been 
noted, also, which is part of the same watermark. 



ASTR^A 

Astraea; The Balance of Illusions. A Poem Delivered before the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society of Yale College, August 14, 1850, By Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. Published by Request of the Society. cRulei Boston: Ticknor, 
Reed, and Fields, m dccc l. (Oct. 1850) 

Entered for copyright and copies deposited October 5, 1850. Holmes sent a copy to 
Louis Agassiz on October 9. 

Leaf: 7J x 4^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: 39 pages. Sig. [ij, 2 in 8’s, 3 in 4. Page 
[ij, title-page. j2], copyright notice: 1850, by Ticknor, Reed, and Fields, in the District 
Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: Boston: Thurston, Torry & 
Company, Printers, Devonshire Street. [3)-39, text. [40j, blank. 

Binding: Usually glazed cream-yellow boards, top and fore edge untrimmed, lower 
edge usually trimmed, buff end-papers sewed in, with single flyleaf at each end in addi¬ 
tion to the free end-papers; title and author’s name on the front cover, enclosed by 
printer’s double rules; the back cover has an advertisement of Longfellow’s Evangeline, 
illustrated, as “now ready.” Also in chocolate cloth, covers stamped in blind, three de¬ 
signs noted, one being the design used in Ticknor’s typical chocolate bindings; end¬ 
papers are either chocolate or buff. From copies noted it would seem that the chocolate 
bindings with Ticknor’s typical cloth design have chocolate end-papers pasted in; the 
others, buff end-papers sewed in. Copies were also noted in green and maroon cloth. 

Advertisement: Copies in boards frequently have a Ticknor, Reed, and Fields adver¬ 
tisement for October 1850 sewed in between the front end-papers. 

Copies: Under the date September 10, 1850, the Cost BooI{s (Ai89b, page 170) re¬ 
cord an edition of 2,500 copies, with a “2d Edn” in October of 2,000 copies (A189C, page 

A title-page, with the imprint of Houghton Osgood Company, was deposited for re- 
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newal of copyright on October 5, 1878, copyright number 1878-8611. The publisher’s 

manuscript Cost Books, vol. xii, page 327, under the date July 27, 1878, indicate that 

only the title-page was printed “For renewal of copyright”; no copies of the book were 

set up. A note tipped in the first volume of the publisher’s Sheet Stock Books indicates 
that there were copies still on hand in the i88o’s. 

This poem did not appear as a whole in any of the American editions of Holmes’s 
collected poems until the Cambridge edition of 1895; the London edition of 1852 printed 
It entire. Seven extracts, comprising 318 of the 742 lines of the poem, were printed as 
separate poems in Songs in Many Keys, 1862, and in later collected editions. These seven 
have the titles “Spring,” “The Study,” “The Bells,” “Non-Resistance,” “The Moral 
Bully, The Mind’s Diet,” and “Our Limitations.” 

In a letter to his publisher, September 26, 1850 (Wilson collection, vol. 11, page 501), 
Holmes wrote: “I shall want a lot of these poems—^give me as many as you can and 
sell me a lot more as cheap as you can.” 


THE BENEFACTORS OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOL 

The Benefactors of the Medical School of Harvard University; With a 
Biographical Sketch of the Late Dr. George Parkman. An Introductory 
Lecture, Delivered at the Massachusetts Medical College, November 7, 
1850, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D. Parkman Professor of Anato¬ 
my and Physiology. Boston; Ticknor, Reed, and Fields, m dccc l. 

(Nov. 1850) 

The Cost Booi^s (Ai97a, page 176), under the date November 25, 1850, record an edi¬ 
tion of 1,450 copies. 

Leaf: 9I x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 37 pages. Sig. (ij-5 in 4’s, the last leaf 
blank. Page [ij, title-page. [2j, copyright notice: 1850, by Ticknor, Reed, and Fields, in 
the District Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: Boston: Thurs¬ 
ton, Torry, and Emerson, Printers, Devonshire Street. [3], Extracts from the Records 
of the Medical Faculty of Harvard University (namely, the vote asking Holmes to de¬ 
liver a tribute to Dr. Parkman (October 15, 1850), and vote of thanks (November 9, 
1850), with Holmes’s acknowledgment (November ii, 1850) j. [4j, blank. r5]-37> text, 
with the tribute to Dr. Parkman on pages 17-37. 

Binding: Brown paper wrappers, the first page surrounded by printer’s double rules, 
with title and author’s name, but no imprint. An untrimmed copy, without wrappers, 
was given to the Harvard College library by Dr. George C. Shattuck on December 9, 
1850. 
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PITTSFIELD CEMETERY. POEM 

MEMORIALS FOR THE DEAD 

Memorials for the Dead. [Broken rule] An Address by Rev. Henry Neill, 
and a Poem by OHver Wendell Holmes, DeHvered at the Dedication of 
the Pittsfield Rural Cemetery, September 9, 1850. [Broken rulei By the 
Committee of Publication. [Broken rulei Pittsfield; Axtel, Bull & Marsh 
[Dotted rule] Printers. 1850. (Oct. 1850) 

Leaf: 9^ x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 34 pages, the title-page a separate leaf, 
followed by sig. i-[4, in 4!s. Page [ij, title-page. [2], blank. [3]-34, text, with Holmes’s 
poem on pages [29]-34, preceded by a half-title, page j27]. Binding: Light brown wrap¬ 
pers, the front cover with title as on title-page, the whole enclosed in triple ornamental 
rules. A copy is in the Yale University library. 

AN ADDRESS . . . AND A POEM 

An Address by Rev. Henry Neill, and a Poem by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Delivered at the Dedication of the Pittsfield (Rural) Cemetery, 
September 9th, 1850, With Other Matter, and a Map of the Grounds. 
[Broken rulei By the Committee of Publication. [Broken rulci Pittsfield, 
Mass: Axtel, Bull and Marsh [Dotted rulei Printers. 1850. (Oct. 1850) 

Leaf: 9I x 5^ inches. Collation: 64 pages. Sig. ^ij-S in 4’s, with two double-page 
lithographed plates, comprising a view and a plan of the cemetery. Page (ij, title-page. 
[2], blank. (31-64, text, with Holmes’s poem on pages [55)'6o, preceded by a half-title, 

page [53)‘ 

Binding : Gray, stiff paper wrappers, the front cover with title, “Pittsfield Cemetery,” 
with printer’s ornaments above and below, enclosed by a frame of printer’s ornaments. 
Copies in cloth are smaller, the leaf measuring x 5^ inches. 

OFFPRINT 

A Poem By Oliver Wendell Holmes, Delivered at the Dedication of 
the Pittsfield Cemetery, September 9,1850 (Oct. 1850) 

Leaf: 9^! x 5! inches, trimmed. Collation: 8 pages. Binding: Plain gray wrappers, 
entirely blank. 

The above is a half-title, without imprint, the pamphlet being an offprint, repaged, 

from An Address by Rev. Henry Neill, and a Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1850, 

described above. The running head is “Poem” (instead of “O. W, Holmes’s Poem”) 

and the signature number (page 57 of the pamphlet described above) is omitted from 
page 5. 
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All three of these printings are from the same setting of type; the second and third 
have identical texts for Holmes’s poem; this text was used by the Boston Evening 
Transcript, October 21, and by the Pittsfield Sun, October 24. 

The 34-page Memorials for the Dead is here described first, for it was evidently the 
earliest printing of the poem,* Although it has, at hne 60, the reading stanch (in which 
it agrees with Songs tn Many Keys and all subsequent printings), the text of the poem 
as printed in the 34"P^E^ pamphlet differs from the 64-page pamphlet and the offprint 
at ten points, and from all other printings at seven points (i, 2,4, 5, 7,9, and 10 below) : 

1. Line 24: after bloom, a comma only (page 30). All other printings have 

a comma and a dash. 

2. Line 53 is indented (page 31). In all other printings it is not indented. 

3. Line 60: stanch (page 31). The 64-page pamphlet (page 57) and the off¬ 

print have staunch. Copies of the offprint have the “u” de¬ 
leted by Holmes. All subsequent printings have stanchd{ 

4. Line 63: after gleam, no comma (page 31). All other printings have the 

comma. 

5. Line 87: re-\indled (page 32). All other printings read rekindled, 

6. Line 90: O, teach (page 32). In the 64-page pamphlet (and offprint) the 

reading is Oh (page 58). All subsequent printings up to the 
Cambridge edition omit the *‘h,” which is there restored. 

7. Line 109: after live, no comma (page 32). All other printings have the 

comma. 

8. Lines 114-115: A space is left between these two lines (page 34). In the 

64-page pamphlet (page 60), in Songs in Many Keys, and in 
the Blue and Gold edition, there is no space between these 
lines. The leading is restored in the Household edition. 

9. Line 115 is not indented (page 34). In all other printings it is indented. 

10. Lines 118-119: There is no space between these lines (page 34). In all 

other printings there is a space. 

The evidence of the text points to the priority of the 34'page pamphlet; this conclusion 
is supported by the evidence of the proof sheets. 

The Berkshire Athenasum, Pittsfield, Massachusetts, has a set of proofs for the 64- 
page pamphlet; the pagination, however, is different from the final printing, Holmes’s 
poem appearing at pages [511-56 instead of [55]-6o. The text is identical with that in the 
34-page Memorials for the Dead and contains in Holmes’s hand the corrections that 
give the final text of the 64-page pamphlet, including the insertion of “u” in stanch. (The 

• Mr. Currier’s original text listed the 64-pagc pamphlet first, and Carroll Wilson’s catalogue 
(vol. II, page 499) also argues for the priority of the larger pamphlet. 

f The Boston Evening Transcript has the reading stanch. It also has a note before the poem, Com¬ 
municated for the Transcript," which suggests that it came directly from Holmes, i.e., from a cor¬ 
rected offprint. 
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proofs also contain a note, net in Holmes’s hand, directing the deletion of his name 
from the running head for the offprint.) 

The proofs agree with Memorials for the Dead at one other point. The half-title 
for Holmes’s poem is in mixed Roman and Gothic type (matching the title-page of both 
pamphlets and the half-title for Neill’s address) instead of in all Roman type as it 
finally appeared in the 64-page pamphlet and the offprint. (The Berkshire Athenieum 
has also two separate proof slips of the all-Roman-type half-title; possibly the change 
from the mixed type was made at Holmes’s request.) 

The evidence of the proof sheets would seem to be that the 34-page pamphlet had 
either already been printed or was hurried into print before Holmes’s proof corrections 
reached the printer.* Certainly the text of the smaller pamphlet is not the one Holmes 
preferred, and obviously he changed his mind twice about stanch. 

One more fact supports the argument for the priority of the shorter pamphlet—the 
Library of Congress copy of the larger. This copy (the only one like it seen) of the 64- 
page pamphlet has at page 56 a misprint; the page number is incorrectly 30. 



REPORT ON HOMCEOPATHY 

LEAFLET 

Report Of A Committee | Of The | Massachusetts Medical Society j On 
Homoeopathy. | [Rulej | Adopted by the Counsellors, Oct. 2, 1850, and 
ordered to be printed. | [Rule] (Mar. 1851) 

Signed, in print, by the Committee: Drs. George Hayward, J. B. S. Jackson, and 
O. W. Holmes, 

Four-page leaflet, 9J x 5^ inches when folded, white wove paper. Copies are in the 
Boston Medical Library and the libraries of the Boston Athenasum, the American Anti¬ 
quarian Society, and the Harvard Medical School. 

Printed from the setting of type used in printing the report in The Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal of March 5, 1851 (vol. xliv, page 97), but the matter broken up 
for more convenient page arrangement. A response to this report was issued as an eight- 
page pamphlet, “Report of a Committee of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical 
Society, occasioned by a Report of a Committee of the Counsellors of the Mass. Medi¬ 
cal Society. Boston: David Clapp, Printer, 1851.” This response was adopted by the 

* Holmes's note of correction for line 53 leads to speculation. It reads (italics mine), “Bring this 
out, as before." Taken with the other evidence, this suggests that the larger pamphlet was planned 
first and the smaller executed first, the larger being delayed for additional matter and additional 
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Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, April 25, 1851, and printed also in The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for May 7, 1851 (vol. xliv, page 279). The two 
reports were then issued together. 

BROADSIDE 

Reports | Of The | Massachusetts Medical Society, | And The | Massa¬ 
chusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society. (May } 1851) 

Broadside, i6x^ x loif inches, white wove paper, printed in four columns, verso 
blank. Copies are in the Yale University library and the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. 

This gesture by the Massachusetts Medical Society was instigated by a letter urging 
that the Society force the resignation of those of its members who had become homoeo¬ 
pathic physicians; the letter led to the appointment of the committee of three, Hayward, 
Jackson, and Holmes, at the annual meeting of the Society, May 30, 1850. On October 
2,1850, Dr. Hayward presented the committee’s resolutions. At a subsequent meeting, 
February 5,1851, it was voted that the committee’s report be printed and circulated un¬ 
der the direction of the committee on publications (Holmes was not a member of that 
committee) {^Medical Communications of the Massachusetts Medical Society, vol. viii, 
1854, Appendix, pages 36, 51, 56). Holmes’s share in the writing cannot be determined; 
but, since he was interested in and had strong feelings on the subject, the assumption 
that he had a hand in the writing of the report seems reasonable. 


A SONG OF ’29 

A SONG OF ’ 29 . | iWavyruIei (Jan. 1851) 

Without the author’s name. Begins; The summer dawn is breaking. Dated, at the 
end, Jan, 7 .d, 1851. 

Four-page leaflet, x 4^ inches when folded, white wove paper, the last page blank. 
Copies are in the class records (Harvard archives). Harvard Holmes collection, the 
Phillips Academy library at Andover, and the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe (Wilson 
collection, vol. ii, page 502). 

This song was written expressly for members of the Harvard class of 1829 and was 
distributed to them at the class dinner of January 2,1851. A transcript from the manu¬ 
script records of the class describing the first singing of the song and its distribution ap¬ 
pears at page 392. 
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THE POETICAL WORKS 


The Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes. First English Edition. 
London: G. Routledge & Co., Farringdon Street, mdccclii. (May 1852) 

Listed as “Now Ready” in The Athenceum, London, May 29,1852, and as a new pub- 
cation in the Publishers* Circular, London, June i6, 1852. Price 2y. 6^^. The statement 


“First English Edition” on the title-page is misleading, in view of the London edition 
of 1846. 


Leaf: 5t\ x 3J inches, trimmed. Collation : xvi, 296 pages. Sig. [A] in 8, B-I, K-N in 
12’s, O in 4. Page title-page, (iij, printer’s note; London: Savill and Edwards, Print¬ 
ers, Chandos-Street. [iii], iv, The Author to the (American) Publishers; dated at the 
end: Boston, January 13th, 1849. [Vj-viii, Contents, jixj-xiv. Introduction. [XVj, xvi, To 
an English Friend (poem by Holmesj. text. [292J-296, Notes. Binding: Blue or 

red cloth, gilt edges, yellow end-papers, both covers stamped with an ornamental design. 
Spine lettered in gilt, in ornamental frame: | Holmes’s | Poetical | Works. | ; at the 
foot, in blind: | Routledge | London. | . 

Later impressions: Copies, also with the imprint date 1852, are noted that have on the 
back of the title-page the firm name “Stewart and Murray” in place of “Savill and Ed¬ 
wards.” This, as shown by imperfections of type, is a late impression. It has been seen 
in blue cloth, with inserted frontispiece and extra title-page (conjugate leaves), and two 
illustrative plates, all by Dalziel; also in fancy boards, without the insertions, as part of 
Routledge’s “New, Complete and Uniform Edition of the American Poets,” sold at a 
shilling each. The Publishers* Circular, London, December 5, 1853, lists a Routledge 
edition in boards, at one shilling. 

The seventy-one poems contained in this edition are those of the stereotyped edition, 
Boston, 1849, which are added “To an English Friend,” “Astraea,” “The Plough¬ 
man,” and “Pittsfield Cemetery.” “To an English Friend,” which is the prefatory poem, 
IS here first printed; none of the four had appeared in any previous collection of 
Holmes’s poems. The introduction consists largely of passages from Francis Bowen'’s 
notice of Holmes’s Poems, 1846, which had appeared in The North American Review 
for January 1847, and from a chapter on Holmes in Mary Russell Mitford’s Recollec¬ 
tions of a Literary Life, 1852, vol. iii, pages 21-40, that had first appeared in The North 
American Miscellany, Boston, April 12, 1851. The notes at the back of the volume are 
those that were appended to the poems “Poetry” and “Urania, A Rhymed Lesson” in 
previous American editions. 
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RESPONSE 


Response | Of | Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., | To The Following 
Toast, Proposed At The Entertainment Given To The American | Med¬ 
ical Association, By The Physicians Of The City of New York, At 

X ^ 1*- TTtI f M ^ » — I . 

Toast. 


Metropolitan Hall, On The 5th Of May, 1853. | [Decorated rulci | Toast. 

The union of Science and Literature—a happy marriage, the fruits 

of which are nowhere seen to better | advantage than in our American 
Holmes, I tWavyrulei 


(May 1853) 


This poem is in the editions of Holmes, with the title “A Poem for the Meeting of 
the American Medical Association, 1853.” 

Broadside, 12^ x 7^ inches, white wove paper, in two columns, within a frame of 

printer s ornaments, verso blank. At the foot of the text, below wavy rule; Published by 

the Committee of Arrangements and Reception of the American Medical Association. 

At the foot outside the border and below a rule: Ba\er, Godwin & Co., Printers, i Spruce 
St., N. Y. 


1854 

THE NEW EDEN 

The New Eden. | (Ornamented rulei | Read Before The Berkshire Horti¬ 
cultural Society, At | Stockbridge, Sept 13, 1854. | [Ornamented rulej 
By Oliver Wendell Holmes. (Oct. 1854 ) 

Four-page leaflet, yi x inches when folded, white wove paper, each page enclosed 
in printer s double rules. The only copy noted is in the Harvard library. 

J. E. A. Smith, in The Poet Among the Hills, 1895 * 45 )> records that Holmes 

permitted the printing of this poem in a local paper on condition that he have as many 
proofs and make as many changes as he might wish, and that he have a hundred copies, 
nicely printed on commercial note paper. The poem, as printed in the Pittsfield Sun of 
October 5, 1854, agrees (except for one capital letter) with the leaflet printing here re¬ 
corded, and, from a comparison with the photostat of the newspaper printing, would 
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seem unquestionably to have been from the same setting of type. The agreement about 
proofs and alterations explains the three weeks’ delay before its appearance in the Sun. 
Smith goes on to say (page 146) that Holmes had sixteen proofs and made so many 
changes that “the completed poem ... was more than double the length of that read at 
Stockbridge; while the slight infusion of humor that flavored it for the dinner-table had 
entirely disappeared.” 

The Cambridge edition of Holmes’s poems is in error in naming the sixteenth of 
September as the day on which the poem was read; local papers agree in placing it on 
the thirteenth as stated in the Riverside edition. For subsequent printings, Holmes de¬ 
leted a stanza (the fourth in the leaflet) and changed two words. 


REMONSTRANCE TO THE LEGISLATURE 

Remonstrance to the Legislature Of the Faculty of the Massachusetts 
Medical College Against the Petition of the Boylston Medical School for 
Power to Confer Medical Degrees. (Mar. 1854) 

Dated: Boston, March 6,1854. Signed by Jacob Bigelow, J. B. S. Jackson, and Oliver 
W. Holmes, as a Committee of the Faculty. The Journal of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, 1854, page 699, records that this remonstrance was presented on March 27. (Bige¬ 
low’s first name appears wrongly as “Benjamin.”) Copies are in the Harvard archives 
(college papers, second series, vol. xx, page 385), the Massachusetts Historical Society 
(Warren papers, vol. xxxvii), the state archives (Acts 1854, chap. 399), and the Har¬ 
vard Medical School Library. 

Four-page leaflet, 9! x yi inches, blue wove paper, printed on the first two pages, 
the last two blank. 

The copy in the state archives has the date deleted, and in manuscript there is inserted 
at the beginning: “To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives respect¬ 
fully represents the undersigned that.” An endorsement on the back indicates that the 
remonstrance was presented to the lower house by Mr. Washburn, referred to the 
Committee on Education, and sent to the upper house for concurrence. 

This remonstrance was printed in The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, April 

26, 1854, vol. L, page 260, where it is followed by the reply of the Boylston Medical 
School. 

At a meeting of the Harvard medical faculty on February ii, 1854, Holmes called his 
colleagues’ attention to the petition of the rival school and moved that a committee be 
appointed to protest; the motion was carried with the appointment of Holmes, and the 
two Bigelows, father and son (faculty records, vol. 11, page 113). Evidently the younger 
Bigelow withdrew in favor of the pathologist Jackson. He is a signer of a manuscript 
remonstrance in the hand of Dr. James Jackson (state archives); the manuscript protest, 
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as the names of the signers show, was plainly meant to protect the Tremont Medical 
School, in which the Harvard faculty, and its former members, had a vested interest, 
and meant also to support the Harvard remonstrance. How strongly Holmes himself 
felt in the matter is revealed by a letter of March 12, 1854 (Wilson collection, vol. n, 
page 498), in which he vigorously attempts to enlist the support of his correspondent, 
W. D. Peck, in the opposition to the Boylston Medical School petition. He was un¬ 
doubtedly pleased to report on July 5,1854, to his colleagues that the Massachusetts Gen¬ 
eral Court had refused the petition; on that date, also, the medical faculty made the 
committee a standing one to handle such cases (faculty records, vol. ii, page 116). 


SONGS OF THE CLASS 

FIRST EDITION 

Songs of the Class of mdcccxxix. [Printed for the use of the Class only.] 
[Ornament] Boston:—Prentiss and Sawyer, Printers, 1854. (1854) 

Issued early in the year 1854. The manuscript record book of the class states (page 87) 
that the booklet was printed “in the course of the winter,” />., of 1853/54, and (page 95) 
that the expense was defrayed by contributions from the members of the class. 

Leaf : yxV x 4J inches, trimmed. Collation : 12 pages, each page enclosed by printer’s 
single rules. The copy in the Harvard Holmes collection has four leaves of writing 
paper at the end, inserted before the addition of the wrapper. 

Binding; Light brown or buff paper wrappers, stab-stitched, with tide; Songs of the 
Class of 1829. There are printer’s ornaments above and below this title, and the page is 
enclosed in printer’s single rules. There is a single flyleaf at the front and one at the 
back, the conjugate half in each case pasted to the adjoining cover. 

Contents : 

A Song of ’29. Written for the Annual Meeting, 1851. (Signed.’] January 

2, 1851.O.W.H. 

A Song of “Lang Syne.” Written for the Annual Meeting, 1853. [Signed:] 

S.F.S. 

For the Class Meeting, Nov. 29, 1853. An Impromptu—Not Premeditated. 

[Signed:] O.W. H. 

Questions and Answers. [At the end:] From Holmes’s Poems. 

Ode. My country! ’t is of thee. [SignedS.F.S. 

Of the three songs by Holmes noted above, the first two were sung at the class din¬ 
ners of January 2,1851, and November 29, 1853, respectively; the third (“Questions and 
Answers”) was already generally known and popular, for it had been sung frequently 
at class dinners and other college gatherings, including one as early as 1841 (see page 
380). The “Impromptu” would seem to be here a first printing; the “Song of *29” had 
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been distributed in leaflet form at the dinner of 1851; both are here first collected. “Ques¬ 
tions and Answers” had been included in the second issue of the collected poems of 
1849. 

SECOND EDITION. 1 859 

Songs and Poems of the Class of Eighteen Hundred and Twenty-nine. 
[Rulei Second Edition. tRulei Printed for the use of the Class only. 
lOrnamentj Boston: Prentiss, Sawyer, & Company, Printers, 19 Water 
Street. 1859. (Mar. 1859) 

The Reverend Samuel May, the class secretary, sent a copy to Holmes on March 9, 
as indicated in the note quoted below. 

Leaf: 7A x 4^^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 46 pages. Sig.ii]-4 in 6’s, the last leaf 
blank. Page [ij, title-page. [2j, blank, except for the frame of printer’s rules. [31-46, 
text. Each page enclosed by printer’s double rules, with ornaments at the corners. 

The following letter (Harvard Holmes collection) from May, the class secretary, to 
Holmes and Holmes’s reply provide valuable information about the date of publication, 
the variant bindings, and the inserted portrait of Holmes: 

Dear Holmes; 

I hope you will think our book of Class Songs &c. (herewith sent) not bad-looking. We de¬ 
sired a neat, without its being a too pretentious, affair. The outside lettering is not quite to 
my mind, and I am having the others done a little differendy. We have had but sixty done 
with the portrait, but I shall have another,—and two more, if you wish—for you. 

Yrs. Truly, Sami May Jr 

21 Cornhill, 

March 9 *59. 

Holmes acknowledged the receipt of this copy in a letter, now in the Harvard ar¬ 
chives, dated March 10,1859: 

My dear May 

I am much pleased with the book of Class Songs. It is something to have a literature, as 
well as a fund of our own, and I feel new pride in ’29 when I see what a nest of singing birds 
it is. 

I am particularly gratified with the contributions of brother Wilder and brother Winslow. 
They are like my Easter beurr^—ripen late, but all the better for it. 

If you have a spare copy for me besides the one you have sent me I shall be grateful—if not 
I am happy with the one inestimable treasure I now possess in the volume which records so 
much of our good feeling towards each other. 

Very truly yours 

O.W.Holmes. 

On April 19,1859, May sent to Holmes, as a gift of the class, a copy beautifully bound 
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in calf, which is now in the Harvard Holmes collection. The copy presented on March g 
has not been located. 

Binding : Almost always blue, green, or red flexible cloth, covers trimmed even with the 
edges of the leaves, white end-papers pasted in, the free end-paper at each end being the 
only flyleaf except for the last blank leaf of the final signature. Both covers are stamped, 
in blind, with an ornamental frame, like that on the 1858 Autocrat, and the front cover 
has the title, in gilt: | Songs & Poems | Of The | Class Of 1829 | . Different copies reveal 
two forms of lettering of this title, although the blind-stamped frame is identical. The 
difference of lettering rests in the type employed and in the use of an ampersand (Form 
A) instead of the word “and” spelled in full (Form B). The change in the lettering was 
undoubtedly due to May’s dissatisfaction, as expressed in the letter of March 9. Among 
the papers of the class of 1829 (Harvard archives) there is a small red notebook in which 
May recorded the number of copies he received from the printer, this page being repro¬ 
duced here in facsimile facing page 59. The bound copies were delivered in three install¬ 
ments of 22, 20, and 21 copies, respectively. According to May’s letter of March 9, the 
first installment of 22 copies was delivered on or before this date, and it may be inferred 

that the change in lettering was made before the second installment, received on March 
24. 

(As the illustration opposite shows, the crowded lettering of the cover with the 
ampersand is less pleasing to the eye than the other; it seems reasonable to conclude that 
the less attractive and less common of the two is the earlier. Both copies illustrated be- 
long to the American Antiquarian Society, That with the ampersand has the pencil 
signature of George W. Richardson, of the class, on the free end-paper. The other has 
on the end-paper a carefully written ink inscription, dated February 26, i860, again by 
Richardson, presenting the copy to the Society. The 1868 edition of the class poems was 
also given to the Society by Richardson, acting on Samuel May’s instructions—sec page 
59. The copy presented by May to Harvard (in the archives), August 29, 1868, has the 
lettering of Form B. Since it is likely that May and Richardson would wish to use the 
better looking copies for such presentations, possibly it is safe to infer that the binding 
with “and” has the later and preferred lettering.— Ed.) 

Variant bindings : Samuel May’s notebook shows that six copies were received bound 
in extra calf” and twenty-five “plain, for class meetings.” An example of the former is 
the copy sent to Holmes, now in the Harvard Holmes collection, while the latter may 
be represented by a copy in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 524) in boards, roan back 
with leather title-label on the front cover. 

Portrait: May’s notebook shows that sixty of the cloth-bound copies had as a frontis¬ 
piece a photograph portrait of Holmes, taken by Whipple and Black of Boston, in 1858. 
(The presence or absence of the portrait is no indication of precedence, for it appears 
with either binding— Ed). According to the class records the surviving members of the 
class had been invited to have their portraits taken by this firm in order that a copy of 
each might be pasted into the class record book. 
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The Two Styles of Lettering for Song Book, 1859. 

Ainer'icai'i Antiquarian Society. 




Page from Samuel May’s Accounts, 1859. 

Harvard Archives. 
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Supplementary pages: Two years later, the record of the dinner of January 3, i86r, 
relates that when the songbooks were given out it was discovered that they contained 
additional material, pasted at the end, printed to match the typography of the book. A 
copy (now in the Boston Public Library) once belonging to the Rev. S. A. Devens of 
the class has at the end this supplement, paged 47 to 49, in continuation of the paging 
of the book, and containing two songs by Benjamin Pollard Winslow: ‘Tides Con- 
servatrix,” written for the dinner of January i860, and “Reditus,” for the dinner of 
January 1861. 

Of the seventeen poems included in this little volume eight are by Holmes: 

Page 3 A Song of ‘Twenty-Nine.’ (Dinner of January 2, 1851.] 

10 An Impromptu—not Premeditated. (Dinner of November 29, 1853.] 

14 The Dream. (“The Old Man Dreams.” Dinner of November 23,1854., 

17 Song. (“Remember—Forget.” Dinner of January 10, 1856.] 

20 A Poem. (“Our Indian Summer.” Dinner of November 6, 1856., 

22 Mare Rubrum. (Dinner of January 14,1858.] 

29 The Boys. [Dinner of January 6,1859.] 

45 Questions and Answers. [Reprinted from the stereotyped 1849 
edition of Holmes’s collected poems.j 

The last-named poem, written many years before (see page 380), was printed, to¬ 
gether with Rev. Samuel Francis Smith’s “My country! 't is of thee,” as an appendix. 
Two of these poems by Holmes (pages 17 and 20) were, so far as noted, here first print¬ 
ed; three (pages 14,22,29) appear here for the first time in a collection of poems, but all 
three were first printed in The Atlantic Monthly, the first and second as part of “The 
Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table,” the third as part of “The Professor at the Breakfast- 
Table”; the other three were in the first edition (1854) of the Songs of the Class of iHig. 

THIRD EDITION. 1868 

Songs and Poems of the Class of Eighteen Hundred and Twenty-nine. 
iRulei Third Edition. iRulej Printed for the use of the Class only. [Orna¬ 
mental rule] Boston: Prentiss & Deland, Book and Job Printers, No. 40, 
Congress Street. 1868. (Aug. 1868) 

On July 27, Samuel May, the class secretary, wrote Holmes that the book was printed 
and bound, ready to be picked up on his next trip to Boston. On August 3, 1868, May 
(letter in Harvard Holmes collection) offered to bring (“tomorrow”) a copy of the 
new edition of the class songbook to Holmes’s house; on August 8 (Sibley papers, Massa¬ 
chusetts Historical Society), he offered a copy to the Harvard College library, and 
on August II, one to the American Antiquarian Society. 

Leaf; 8^ x 5? inches, trimmed. Collation: 117 pages. Sig. ,1 ,-io in 6's, the last leaf 
blank. Page (ij, title-page. [2j, blank. r3]-5, The Class Graduated at Harvard College, 
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1829. With their residences in 1868, fWith a list of the ‘‘temporary” membersj. 6, Class- 

Day Officers. July 14, 1829, ^andj Class Officers as originally chosen. 7, Present Officers. 

j8j, voluisse sat est; animum non carmina jacto!" i9]'i04, Songs and Poems. 1105]- 

ii7j Appendix. [I18], blank. Each page is enclosed in a frame of printer’s rules, with 
ornaments at the corners. 

Binding: Beveled cloth, four colors noted (blue, green, red, terra cotta), edges 
trimmed, chocolate end-papers with one flyleaf at each end in addition to the free end¬ 
papers, blind-stamped frame of plain rules on both covers. Title, in gilt, enclosed in 
frame, on the front cover: | Poems and Songs | of the | Class of 1829. | . Spine lettered: 

1 Poems I and | Songs | of the | Class | of 1829, | . 

Copies printed: The bill for printing this volume, on file in the Harvard archives 
among the papers of the class of 1829, is for no copies, including 80 copies bound and 
30 folded, i.e., in sheets: the bound copies to be sent out, and the copies in sheets to 
be kept for those who are in the habit of attending the Class Meetings” (May’s letter 
of July 27 noted above). A copy in sheets is in the Yale University library. 

The present collection includes twelve of Holmes’s poems that were not in the first 
two editions of the Songs and Poems of the Class of 182^. Of these twelve poems, all but 
four had been printed in The Atlantic Monthly. Of the four not so printed, two would 
seem to be printed here for the first time, these being “Lines, i860” and “In Memory of 
J. D. R.” The other two are “A Voice of the Loyal North” {Songs in Many Keys, 1862) 
and “Sherman’s in Savannah” {Boston Evening Transcript, January 9, 1865). Of the 
Atlantic poems, moreover, two had been included in a collection devoted entirely to 
Holmes’s poems; namely, “Voyage of the Good Ship Union,” in the Blue and Gold 
edition of 1862, and “Our Oldest Friend,” in the Humorous Poems of 1865. The twelve 
poems by Holmes now added to the collection are: 

Page 41 Lines. (“I’m ashamed,—that’s the fact,—”) Written for the 

Class Meeting, i860. 

59 A Voice of the Loyal North. Written for the Class Meeting, 

January 3,1861. 

63 In Memory of J. D. R. Read at the Class Meeting, January 

23, 1862. 

« 

64 Voyage of the Good Ship Union. Read at the Class Meeting, 

January, 1862. 

69 “Choose You this Day Whom Ye Will Serve.” Read at the 
Class Meeting, January 8, 1863. 

73 Our Classmate, F. W. C. Written for the Class Meeting, 

January 7,1864. 

77 The Last Charge. Read at the Class Meeting, January 8, 

1864. 

80 Our Oldest Friend. Read to “The Boys of *29,” January 5, 

1865. 
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83 Sherman’s in Savannah! Written for the Class Meeting, Jan¬ 
uary, 1865. 

84 My Annual.—For the “Boys of ’29.” At Annual Meeting, 

January 4,1866. 

90 All Here. 1829-1867. Written for the Class Meeting, January 
10,1867. 

96 Once More. Written for the Class Meeting, January, 1868. 

In the appendix to this collection are reprinted two extracts from The Autocrat of 
the Breakjast-Table, being those at pages 94 and 120 of volume i of the Riverside edi¬ 
tion of Holmes’s writings: the first depicting the race of life, the second describing the 
“Professor’s” evening with “the boys.” (Note that the poem “Our Indian Summer” 
is by James Freeman Clarke and is not the like-named class poem by Holmes.) 

ADDITIONAL SONGS. 1 88 1 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829. 1868-1881. 

(June 1881) 

According to the class records (page 218) this supplementary collection was printed 
in June 1881 and sent to the surviving members of the class. Being a continuation of 
the collection printed in 1868 (see above), it does not have a full title-page but merely 
a half-title, as above, the paging continuing that of the 1868 volume. 

Leaf: 8^ x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: Pages [I19J-197, comprising sig. [i]-5 in 
8’s, each page enclosed by rules with ornaments at the corners, matching the 1868 vol¬ 
ume. Page [II9 j, half-title. [I2O], note about the paging, and printer’s note: Press of 
Deland and Barta, Boston. [I211-197, text. [I98], blank. Binding; Flexible brown cloth, 
edges trimmed, white end-papers, with decorative band in black on the front cover and 
in blind on the back. Tide, in gilt, on the front cover: | Songs and Poems | of the | Class 
of 1829 I [Ruk] I Part II. | 1868-1881. | . 

Copies printed: According to Secretary May’s notebook (page 27), now in the Har¬ 
vard archives, 100 copies were printed of which 75 were bound up. Copies in sheets, 
eleven inches tall, are in the Harvard archives and elsewhere. 

No one of the seventeen poems by Holmes included in this collecdon is a first printing, 
and the two collections of his poems published immediately previous to this volume (the 
Household edition, 1877, and The Iron Gate, 1880) together included all seventeen 
poems except one, namely, “Benjamin Peirce.” 

At this time a specially bound copy of all the class songs to date was prepared for each 
of three authors: Holmes, Samuel F. Smith, and James Freeman Clarke. Holmes’s copy 
(Harvard Holmes collection) is in terra-cotta cloth with leather spine and corners. His 
letter (in the class memorabilia. Harvard archives) acknowledging its receipt is dated 
November 1881, and reads as follows: 
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My dear May 

I have received a beautiful bound copy of the Songs and Poems of the Class of ’29 .1 do not 
know whose hand wrote the very kind inscription on the fly-leaf, but I thank the writer and 
the sender or senders with all my heart. If there is anything my Classmates value in my con¬ 
tributions to the monument so many have helped to rear it owes its virtue to the inspiration I 
have found in the companionship of friends who united a wonderful range of gifts and ac¬ 
complishments with a unity of feeling which has truly made them a band of brothers. 

Always affectionately yours 
O.W. Holmes. 

THE LATEST POEMS. 1 89 1 

The Latest Poems of the Class of 1829.1882-1889. (Jan. 1891) 

Like the Additional Songs and Poems of 1881 (see above), this thin volume serves 
as a supplement to the Songs and Poems of 1868 and has a half-title instead of a full 
title-page, the paging continuing that of the Additional Songs and Poems of 1881. 
Copies were ready for Holmes, May, and Smith, January 8, 1891, when they dined to¬ 
gether at Holmes’s house, in recognition of its being the date of the regular class dinner. 

Leaf: 8^ x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: Pages [i99]-232, comprising a gather¬ 
ing of eight leaves, followed by a single leaf, and then two gatherings of six and two 
leaves respectively, the last pasted in. Page [199], half-title, as above. [200], blank. [201]- 
232, text. At the end of the last page: “Not FINIS, but The End of Volume First.” Each 
page is enclosed by plain rules with ornaments at the corners. Binding: Brown semi- 
flexible cloth, edges trimmed, white end-papers, with one flyleaf at back and front, in 
addition to the free end-papers, with decorative bands, in black, on the front cover, and 
in blind on the back. With title, in gilt, on the front cover: | Songs and Poems | of the 
Class of 1829 I [Rule] | Part III. [ 1882-1889 .1 • 

In some copies seen a printed slip appears, reading: “From the Class Committee to 
Their Surviving Brothers of 1829 and To the Families of Brothers Departed [Rulc] 
Please acknowledge to Samuel May. Sec’y, Leicester, Mass.” One of these slips, pasted 
in the class record book (at page 582), has a manuscript note reading: “one of these 
papers in each copy of the 'Poems* distributed.** 

The manuscript record book of the class of 1829, at page 582, notes for January 8, 
1891: “At this time the 3*^ Part of the Poems & Songs of the Class of 182^ was issued, 
from the Riverside Press of Houghton, Mifflin & Co., and distributed to the surviving 
members, and to the families of those deceased. Some of the first copies were taken to 
this meeting at Dr. Holmes*s, and left with him and Smith.” A small gray notebook, 
kept by Secretary May (Harvard archives), notes under the date of January 9 that he 
received at Leicester, by express, 54 copies, that 26 had been mailed from the printing 
office, and 6 delivered to May by Mr. F. J. Garrison, making a total of 86 copies. 

This collection contains the following contributions by Holmes, none being here a 
first printing: 
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Page 204 Before the Curfew. j“In the Twilight.”] 

211 A Loving-Cup Song. 

213 The Girdle of Friendship. 

217 The Lyre of Anacreon. 

219 The Old Tune. 

223 The Broken Circle. 

225 The Angel-Thief. 

227 After the Curfew. 

229 [Quotation from the second chapter of Over the Teacups, 
referring to the Class of 1829 and especially to the dinner at 
which Holmes had read “After the Curfew.”) 

In addition to the eight poems by Holmes, this collection contains four by James Free¬ 
man Clarke and one by Samuel Francis Smith. 


1855 

THE HEART’S OWN SECRET 

(The Heart’s Own Secret. Begins n j private copy. ] The curtain rose; 
in thunders long and loud j (Nov. 1855) 

This composite poem was first read in public November 14,1855, in Tremont Temple, 
Boston, before the Boston Mercantile Library Association. This private issue was print¬ 
ed in small pica (ii point) type for the author’s use in public readings, probably a mere 
half-dozen copies being struck off. Neither the author’s name nor the tide of the poem 
appears anywhere; nor are titles given to the several poems of which it consists. Copies 
are reported in the Huntington Library (a complete copy, the gift of the author to 
James T. Fields, and a fragment with manuscript revisions in the manuscript of The 
Professor) and in the Harvard Holmes collection (two copies) and in the collection of 
Mr. P. D. Howe* (a fragment). 

Leaf: iot^ x 8^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: 36 unpaged leaves, printed on the 
recto only, in two-leaf gatherings, the 6th, 12th, 20th, 32d, and 36th leaves blank. The 
words “Private Copy” are at the head of each printed page. Binding: Plain light brown 
wrappers, entirely blank; stab-stitched. 

Prepared for the opening night of the Boston Mercantile Library’s thirteenth annual 

• Mr. Howe’s copy has the first four leaves with the text of the prologue, the lines numbered in 
pencil by Holmes; it has wrappers like the three complete copies. The right-hand margin has been 
trimmed a half inch. The text is uncorrected. 
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course of lectures, this poem became part of Holmes’s repertoire for the 1855/56 lecture 
season. 

Ives, who did not know of the existence of this large-type printing of the poem, quotes 
at length (page 20) from the Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 1856, which 
gives an account of its first delivery (misdated Wednesday, November 15). 

The poem as printed in this private copy comprises seven poems, of which the first 

and last are in the nature of introduction and peroration. Each of the other five relates 

the hidden secret of the person who is the subject. The titles assigned to the seven poems 

in Holmes s Songs in Many Keys and those, when differing, under which they are 
now known are as follows: 

The Old Player, 

The Island Ruin. (“The Exile’s Secret.”) 

The Banker’s Dinner. (“The Banker’s Secret.”) 

The Mysterious Illness. (“The Lover’s Secret.”) 

A Mother’s Secret. (“The Mother’s Secret.”) 

The Disappointed Statesman. (“The Statesman’s Secret.”) 

The Secret of the Stars. 

Following the introductory poem are inserted a few lines that point out the thread 
binding the whole together; 

The Heart’s own Secret! How a single word 
Would tell our history,—and we die unheard! 

When Love’s dear witchery makes us more than kind; 

When Friendship lifts the flood-gates of the mind; 

When the red wine-cup brings its half-eclipse. 

And the heart’s night-birds flutter round the lips; 

That single word the faithful traitors shun; 

Tell follies, sins and secrets,—all but one. 

Behold the simple thread that intertwines 
Its sober strand along my pictured lines. 

The opening words of the lines just quoted afford the most appropriate title possible 
for the poem, and we find them so used in a report of the occasion at page 45 of the 
Thirty-sixth Annual Report of the Mercantile Library Association. 

On the evening of its first reading, the poem followed an address by Rev. Frederic D. 
Huntington, the two features together making a program too lengthy even for those 
days of long sermons and speeches. The result was that Holmes’s poem could not have 
received the attention it merited. In his quotation from the Mercantile Library Reporter 
(page 38), noted above, Ives omits a reference to this unfortunate circumstance that de¬ 
serves to be printed here: 

Its great length, the lateness of the hour, and the difficulty of hearing distinedy in all parts 
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of the hall, from its rapid delivery, detracted some\vhat from its success as a spoken produc¬ 
tion. Notwithstanding these drawbacks, the poem was well received, and our only regret was 
that two such rare treats had been crowded into a single evening's entertainment, when one 
would have furnished us with sufficient enjoyment for this occasion, and the other have been 
kept in reserve to delight us on some future evening. 

The Boston Courier for November 15, remarked: 

The Poem, by Dr. Holmes, which followed the lecture of Mr. Huntington, was too fine for 
such a place and such an audience, and its best passages were received in silence. The lec¬ 
ture-room is not the place for the poet. The performance of Mr. isic^ Holmes will be appre¬ 
ciated and enjoyed, hereafter at the fireside and in the library. 

When arranging the poems in his Songs in Many Keys, 1862, Holmes tore out bodily 
from their original setting the seven poems listed above and combined them with six 
other poems taken in like fashion from his Yale Phi Beta Kappa poem of 1850, Astrcea, 
to form a group of “Pictures from Occasional Poems” (see page 373). 


A SENTIMENT 

[A Sentiment. American Medical Association, Philadelphia, May r, 
1855. Begins:] A triple health to Friendship, Science, Art, (May 1855) 

Printed without author’s name or caption title; dated at the foot: May ist, 1855. 

Four-page leaflet, 7J x 4^ inches, white wove paper, printed on the first page only. 
The only copy found is in the collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society. (See 
illustration opposite page 68.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for May 17, 1855 (vol. lii, page 305), re¬ 
ports: “During the latter half of the session, Dr. Storer, of this city, circulated among 
the members copies of the following stanzas, sent to him by Dr. O. W. Holmes, in ex¬ 
pectation of a public entertainment being given.” 



CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTHDAY OF WASHINGTON. ODE 

Celebration | Of The 124th | Anniversary Of The Birth-Day |_Of 

' Washington, [-By The-| Mercantile Library Association. 


Ornamented rule) | February 22,1856. 


(Feb. 1856) 


Contains, on the second and third pages, Holmes’s “ODE. Written for the occasion ” 
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afterwards given the title “Ode for Washington’s Birthday.” To be sung to music com¬ 
posed by Charles C. Perkins. The orator of the day was Hon. Edward Everett. 

Four-page program, Sy'j x 5§ inches when folded, white wove paper, the fourth page 
blank, the inside pages enclosed in frames of printer’s ornaments. At the foot of the 
third page: Watson s Press. 25 Doane St. Copies are in the Huntington Library, the Wil¬ 
son collection, the Harvard library, the Boston Public Library, and the collection of Mr. 

P. D. Howe. 

Holmes’s allusion in his Ode to remarks made by Hon. Nathaniel P. Banks caused ad¬ 
verse criticism. Correspondence in the Exeter [N.H.j News-Letter, with Holmes’s re¬ 
ply, is recorded at pages 414 ff. 


MEDICAL FACULTY TO THE PRESIDENT OF HARVARD 

[Harvard Medical School. Report of the faculty urging an appeal for 
funds, June/July, 1856. Begins:] | Sir, | The Medical School of Har¬ 
vard University finds itself in a position of restricted usefulness, for 
the want of funds. | (July 1856) 

Without printed date. A copy in the Harvard archives (college papers, second scries, 
vol. XXIII, page 219), has “July 1856?” written at the head. 

Four-page leaflet, 9^ scant x yH inches, white wove paper, pages 2 and 3 numbered, 
last page blank. 


This is a letter addressed to President Walker of Harvard College, signed by eight 
members of the medical faculty, with Holmes’s name fourth; following the appeal is a 
brief note supporting the proposition, signed by James Jackson, Professor Emeritus, this 
followed in turn by a few lines of approval signed by President Walker. The faculty 
records of the Harvard Medical School, vol. 11, page 178, under the date June 7,1856, re¬ 
port that “Dr. Holmes in behalf of the Committee appointed to take into consideration 
the subject of making an effort to increase the funds of H. M. S. presented a report ac¬ 
companied with a letter from Dr. James Jackson expressing his hearty approval of said 
report. Report accepted. Voted: The Committee be requested to procure a letter from 
Dr. Walker expressing his views upon the subject and that his letter together with that 
of Dr. Jackson be printed and distributed with the Report.” 

The Jackson letter may be the one to which Dr. Jackson is referring in a letter to 
Holmes, April 2, n.y. (Library of Congress); he writes that he encloses a letter prepared 
for the treasurer of the college and asks that Holmes look it over and make suggestions. 
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NEW ENGLAND SOCIETY ORATION 

Semi-Centennial Celebration of the New England Society, in the City 
of New York, December, 1855. [Double rulei Oration: By Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes, M.D. Poem: By John Pierpont, D.D. and a Report of 
the Festival. [Ornamented rule) New York: Wm. C. Bryant & Co., Print¬ 
ers, 41 Nassau St., Cor. Liberty. [Rule] 1856. (1856) 

The oration and poem were delivered at the Church of the Puritans in New York on 
Friday evening, December 21, and the festival was at the Astor House the next evening. 

Leaf: 91^ x 5!! inches, trimmed. Collation: 116 pages, comprising a preliminary 
gathering of two leaves, followed by sig. in 8’s. Page (i j, title-page. i2], blank. (3], 
half-title, for Holmes’s Oration. [4], blank. (5]-46, Oration. [47], half-title, for Pierpont’s 
Poem. [48], blank. (49]-76, The Pilgrims of Plymouth {poemj. [77J-116, Report of the 
Dinner at the Semi-Centennial Anniversary of the New England Society in the City of 
New York. At the Astor House, December 22d, 1885. 

Binding: Light brown wrappers, with the title: Semi-Centennial Celebration of the 
New England Society, in the City of New York. December 22, 1855. Stab-stitched. 

This pamphlet is an amusing example of carelessness in dates. On the cover, Decem¬ 
ber 22 should be December 21 and 22; on the half-title to Holmes’s oration, December 
22 should be December 21; the same error is on the half-title to Pierpont’s poem; on 

79 > dinner is reported as on Thursday, December 22, an error for Saturday, 
December 22. 

Holmes’s oration is on pages 5 to 46; his verses at the dinner, the next evening, are 
printed, together with the introduction by the presiding officer and Holmes’s very pat 
prefatory remarks, on pages 82 to 84; Pierpont’s reference to the hissing of the previous 
day and Holmes’s quick retort are on page 85. For an account of the incidents of the two 
davc^ see page 474. 

OFFPRINT OF THE ORATION 

Oration Delivered before the New England Society, in the City of New 
York, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., at their Semi-Centennial Anni¬ 
versary, December 22, 1855. 

There is no true title-page, the above being the half-title, without imprint, noted in 
the entry above for the larger pamphlet of which this is an offprint. The date December 
22 is an error for December 21, the oration being delivered on Friday evening, the 
twenty-first; there was a dinner the next evening. 

Leaf: 9^ x inches, trimmed. Collation: two unnumbered pages, followed by 
pages (5,-46, comprising a preliminary leaf followed by sig. ,i„ 2 in 8’s, sig. 3 of three 
leaves only, followed by a gathering of two leaves. Page (i,, half-title. ,ii„ blank. (5,-46, 
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imprint. Binding : Light brown wrappers, with title as on the half-title; stab-stitched. 

The peculiar collation described above shows that the pages were not reimposed to 
form this separate issue; it was made up from extra sheets of the larger publication. 

The publishers of the pamphlet may have been in a hurry to supply Holmes with 
copies and may have taken this means to get them to him quickly. On February i6,1856, 
Holmes wrote Charles Sumner that he had expected earlier to send him a copy of his 
“obnoxious address at New York,” but no copies were ready. (The letter is in the Sum¬ 
ner papers, Harvard library.) 


SPEECH. MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY 

Speeches of Drs. Thompson, James Jackson, John Homans, O. W. 
Holmes, S. Durkee and H. W. Williams, in Response to Sentiments 
Offered at the Annual Dinner of the Mass. Medical Society, Boston, 
May, 1856. [Ornamented rulci Boston: Traveller Printing House, 31 
State Street. 1856. (May ? 1856) 

Leaf: x 5^^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 12 pages printed in a single gathering, 

in double columns. Page [ij, title-page. (2], blank. text. 

Binding: Green wrappers exactly like the title-page but enclosed in printer’s double 
rules. Trimmed all round. Copies without wrappers, leaf gi, have been seen. 

The dinner was on May 28. Holmes’s remarks, reported on pages 9 to ii, are on the 
profession of medicine and the responsibilities of the medical profession and include 
an allusion to the surgeons then attending Senator Sumner. 



MEETING OF THE ALUMNI 

(Meeting of the Alumni of Harvard College, 1857. Begins:) | I thank 
you, Mr. President, you’ve kindly broke the ice; | (July 1857) 

Private printing of the poem, without title or author’s name, in small pica type 
(ii point) for the author’s use in reading the lines at the alumni dinner, July i6. The 
only copies reported are in the Massachusetts Historical Society and in the Harvard 
Holmes collection. 

Galley strip, 19^ x yi inches, white wove proof paper, verso blank, with date printed 
at the end: July 16,1857. Although in form a proof strip, it must without question be a 

[ 68 ] 





Holmes’s 


A Ln[»li‘ IiCTiltli t<» Scjc'iicc, Ail 

I'rcjii Iioiul.s iUid imiitl- lliat own a comn.uii licaif ' 
liucli in its f.ma tin* •itlifas' williiiL* slav'c ; 
luK'li iM ils >c*asiJii *(» liea) ajul savo. 


Fnondsliiji's blniil iiiilic Injur of uc al, 

\Vi|i('< i1m* palf liu-r— and let' iln- violnu blood. 

Si-n'itoe luiisi to loason and i‘.\|iiafn ; 

Aiir ciups Ills Innjoi <.)n tho >tr(“;unni.‘z 


Ibil All's Itnt-l inoniory liills llio (mi d at In-l 

'Tlioii Srn;.\( i: hH-, tin' ihiuiitoau ol'llio pa^l. 

W'lioii hotli tlicir oMpial iinpoU-iioo tloploie,_ 

VV lion Lounii'jir <jolis, and Skill oaii do no nntio, 

'riio tear (jI I'lniiNnsiiii- jujiU' il.^ lioa\onlv Inihn 

«* ^ 

A nd MKitlios llio punii no anoilyno ina\’ oulni ' 


M i>., IS’)-,. 


“Sentiment” for the American Medical Association, 1855. 
Massachusetts Historical Society. 



H A K V A R D C O L L E G E 


FESTIVAL 


OK I II K 


ASSOCIATION OC TlIK ALtiM.NI 


le, issr. 


I II i: I'AKTING SO\(. 


1 l>c noon of siiiniiuT sIjcmIs its r<v>' 

()ii l!tir\«ir<rs lidly 'jrouiul: 

'riu* Matron rails, the sons oljov, 

Aral gatlirr smilin'; roninJ. 

( iioi;i s — I'lirn (*lil and yoniii; toi;rfli(‘r stand. 

'I'lu' >unsliiiKr and ll»r snow, 

As ln-art l(» Inarr and liand in hand, 
c i)('li»i‘r \\ (^ j;o ! 


Ilrf hnndtrd "jn-Miiii; door-* havr 'Wum;.'; 

'J’hrou;;li rvrrv >hni<-d liall 
1 In* pralin^ i'rlicjc*: load havt* rui)«» 

7 

• Thricr wolronM-, uin- and all!" 

Tin •n old and ><juirj, itr. 

• % ' 


i- Jlaalrd tl»n.u;;h lu-r jMMrrful li.n, 
lo sail lirr‘> .sioriiiy .-ras: 

I»nt h'U onr aindmr whrrr it lav 
Hrin-ath her ;jrrrn old trrrs. 

'riirn ohl and vonui;, rtr. 

now wr lilt its lonirtlirnim^ riiaiit. 

'1 liat la id ns fast of old, 

Thr .ni>trd ring's ^row InT^ht a^ain,- 
'J'lirir iron tnni> to Lfold, 

i livn old and yoniiir, rtc. 

Itriiratli thrso Iraty ulius wc >linyt'il. 

^\ hose widening braiK'Iirs meet; 
l>y yonder munnuring siream we played. 
Still whisperino at our feet. 

Then old and yonii^', etc. 

1 honiih sratlei'i'd ere the setliii'; sun. 

As leave.s >vhen \vil«l winds blo>v, 

Our home is licrc, our hearts are on*- 
^lill Charles forgets lo flow. 

Th en old and \f»nn '. i tr 


Holmes’s Poem for Alumni Festival, 1857. 

Harvard Archives. 
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special printing for Holmes to read from and to distribute to the newspapers. No other 
printing of the lines has been seen that matches this in typography. The Harvard copy 
has been cut in halves and mounted on a folded sheet of lined writing paper, the re¬ 
sulting size (9I X 7I) making it convenient to hold for reading. Holmes has penciled 
at the top of the first sheet: “Meeting of the Alumni of Harvard College 1857” (the title 
used in editions of Holmes’s collected poems); he has also corrected a typographical 
error and deleted the date. 

THE PARTING SONG 

HARVARD COLLEGE. | [Ornamental rule] | FESTIVAL | of the 
ASSOCIATION OF THE ALUMNI, | july i6, 1857. | [Ornamen¬ 
tal rule] I THE PARTING SONG. (July 1857) 

Without the author’s name. Begins: The noon of summer sheds its ray. 

Single sheet, 8iV x 4IJ inches, white wove paper, verso blank. A copy is in the Har¬ 
vard archives. 

At this particular period special “festivals’* of the Harvard Alumni Association were 
held every three years, the years on which the triennial catalogue of graduates was pub¬ 
lished. Specimens in the Harvard archives show that it was customary to distribute at 
these dinners, held the day after Commencement, printed slips containing a song to be 
sung by the assembled company. The present leaflet is the one distributed at the festi¬ 
val of 1857 and, like the others, does not give the author’s name (see illustration oppo¬ 
site). The song appeared in the Boston Daily Advertiser the next morning; but if the 
author’s name was known, it was not revealed. 


1858 

THE AUTOCRAT OF THE BREAKFAST-TABLE 

FIRST EDITION. 1 858* 

THE AUTOCRAT of the BREAKFAST-TABLE. | Every man 
his own Boswell. | BOSTON. | Phillips, sampson and company. | 
M DCCC LVIII. 1 (Nov. 1858) 

•This account is based on Mr. Currier’s article, ‘The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table: A Bib¬ 
liographical Study,” Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America, 1944, vol. xxxviii, page 284, 
to which the reader is referred for fuller explanation. Mr. Currier’s original notes, detailed tables,* 
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The author^s name is not on the title-page but is on the spine. Entered for copyright 
November 2, 1858, and copies deposited November 22, The book was announced in the 
Boston Evening Transcript of November 12, 1858, as “this day published." A copy in 
the Medical History Library of Yale University bears the flyleaf date November 13. The 

duodecimo edition was priced at one dollar, and the large-paper issue at S2.25 in cloth, 
$4.50 in full calf or Turkey. 

Leaf: 7tV x 4^ inches, trimmed. 

Collation: viii, 373 pages, and nine inserted woodcuts, described below. Comprises 
a preliminary gathering of four leaves, the first leaf blank, in which are inserted a wood- 
cut title-page and the main title-page, the latter printed in red and black; then follow 
sig. (I ]-i5 in i2’s, and 16 in 8, the final leaf blank. Page (i„ half-title, pij, blank. tiii„ in¬ 
serted title-page, in red and black, following the inserted woodcut title-page, which is 
not included in the pagination, pvj, copyright notice: 1858, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
in the District Court of the District of Massachusetts; and printer’s note: Riverside, 
Cambridge: Stereotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton and Company. [Vj-viii, The 
Autocrat s Autobiography, signed at the end: Oliver Wendell Holmes. Boston Nov, ist 
1858. [I]-364, text. ( 365 ]" 373 » itidex. (374), blank. The red and black title-page has the 
words The Autocrat and “Breakfast-Table" in red, as is the name of the publisher; 
the rest is in black. 

Binding: Four ring: The binding, in an overwhelming percentage of cases, is a 
somewhat unattractive, pebbled tan cloth. The book appears less commonly in red, 
green, olive green, blue, chocolate, maroon, and black. The front and back covers are 
stamped, wholly in blind, with an ornamental frame at the borders, and a circle in the 
center, within which is stamped: | Autocrat P. S. & Co. . The spine is lettered in gilt: 

Autocrat of the | Breakfast | Table [RulC) | Holmes | . Beneath the title and au¬ 
thor’s name on the spine are four rings, also in gilt, arranged in a vertical line: the up¬ 
per three enclosing conventionalized fleurs-de-Iys; the lowest, the initials, PS & Co, of 
the publisher. The edges are trimmed, and the end-papers are sewed in, being of yellow 
paper on which are printed advertisements, as described below. There are single fly- 

and his interleaved, annotated copy of his article were used. All the copies seen by him were re¬ 
examined and also additional copies not noted by him were studied. Without the kind of useful 
information provided hereafter by the manuscript records of the publisher for Holmes’s books (the 
records of the Riverside Press begin too late to serve), it is impossible to establish the successive im¬ 
pressions precisely. And obviously the sheets of a “late” (bad type) impression could be bound in a 
supposedly “early” binding. Inferences about one cannot reasonably be drawn from the other, and 
there are too few dated copies to provide usable external evidence, the author having a decided pref¬ 
erence for the large-paper copies without illustrations for purposes of presentation—and these he 
complained of not having on Christmas Day when he wrote his friend C. E. Norton to apologize 
for not sending him a copy of the book. By that time, all the forms of the regular edition described 
below were in circulation. The object here has been to reduce the data provided by Mr. Currier’s 
notes and the editor’s to the simplest form. It should be evident that no special claims can be made 
for five-ring bindings (they are early and rare, of course, but so are colored bindings) or for copies 
with a broken or not broken w on page 342. 
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leaves at each end of the book, in addition to the free end-papers and the first and last 
blank leaves of the first and last signatures. 

Five ring: Rare copies have a fifth ring, placed above the title. Such copies show good 
type. This may have been the earliest binding. They have been seen in tan, red, green, 
blue, and chocolate. 

No ring: The bindings on late impressions have no rings on the spine. 

Advertisements: End-papers: The end-papers are normally sewed in (copies with 
pasted-in end-papers have usually been repaired*) and contain advertisements of 
Phillips, Sampson and Company, The front end-papers advertise “Works of Perma¬ 
nent Value.” The end-papers at the back differ. In one form the tree end-paper at the 
back lists “Poetry and the Drama,” while its conjugate leaf, the pastedown, advertises 
“School Books.” In the second form both pages of the final end-paper are headed “Mis¬ 
cellaneous.” Copies having the second form of rear end-paper are usually less good typo¬ 
graphically than those with the first. The end-papers of the 1858 impression without 
rings on the spine have no printing and are usually light blue in color, rarely green or 
yellow. 

Final leaf; Copies of the early impressions have, following the index, a blank leaf 
conjugate to page 361/362, being the eighth leaf of the final signature. In the later im¬ 
pressions this leaf following the index contains an advertisement of “Valuable Books 
Published by Phillips, Sampson & Co.” 

Illustrations: Title-page: The woodcut title-page, which, like the other illustrations, 
was the work of Augustus Hoppin, added little to the adornment of the book and was 
soon rejected.! 

Text: The text is illustrated by eight woodcuts as follows: The Old Gentleman Op¬ 
posite, at page 3; The Landlady’s Daughter, at page 18; The Schoolmistress, at page 
35; The Young Fellow Called John, at page 60; The Poor Relation, at page 97; Benj. 
Franklin, at page 155; The Port-Chuck, at page 205; The Deacon, at page 295, 

Typography: All copies of the early impressions have blurred type at page 161; most 
copies have an imperfect w in way in the last line on page 342, the type otherwise being 
generally good. The progressive breakdown of the type is best illustrated by the / in 
lower (last line), page 79, and the / in learning (last line), page 305. The / in learning 
is originally perfect, then shows slight damage, then is half missing, and finally disap¬ 
pears altogether, to be replaced in the large-paper copies. The I in lower, at first perfect, 
becomes damaged, and then disappears; it is not replaced in the large-paper copies. The 
broken w in way (last line), page 342, is certainly a sign of an early impression, for it is 
found in copies with generally good type, but it may be perfect. If so, the w in way im¬ 
mediately above should also be perfect. When the lower w has been repaired, the one 
above has a bent serif, this damage showing also in copies with the lower w broken. The 

• The editor has ignored copies of the book that show other signs of having been much repaired 
some being obviously made up. ^ ’ 

t Made-up copies of the book are easily detected. If the woodcut title-page has been added the 
leaf opposite will show the red and black printed title in offset. 
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progression seems to be as follows: two perfect w's; upper perfect and lower imperfect; 
both imperfect; upper imperfect and lower repaired. In the same signature, a good copy 
should have a perfect t in that, page 341; a perfect I in lost, page 344; a perfect closing 
parenthesis in roof.), page 345; a perfect tn in man, page 351; a perfect h in heaving, 
353 * Needless to say, no copy with truly perfect type has ever been seen. {^And for 
any, page 301, and huug for hung, page 309, are typographical errors not corrected in 
any early impression.) 

Succession of impressions: i. The minimum of imperfection of type, the blank leaf 
at the end, the woodcut title-page, and the “School Books” end-paper distinguish the 
earliest impressions, these characteristics belonging as well to the five-ring copies. 

2. Progressive breaking down of type, continued imperfection of type on page 161, 
the corrected w (page 342), absence of the woodcut title-page, presence of the last-leaf 
advertisement, and the “Miscellaneous” form of end-papers establish the later impres¬ 
sions. 

3. Correction of the obscure type at page 161, both V s missing (pages 79,305), the ap¬ 
pearance of imperfections not in previous issues, plain end-papers, and the absence of 
rings on the spine serve to establish still later impressions preceding the large-paper 
copies. 

Double imprints: Boston: Phillips, Sampson and Company. Cincinnati: Rickey, 
Mallory & Co. mdccclviii. With woodcut title-page, illustrations inserted, good type, 
last leaf blank, early end-papers, title-page in red and black, four-ring binding, 

Boston: Phillips, Sampson and Company. London: Sampson, Low, Son, and Com¬ 
pany. M Dccc lviii. With woodcut tide-page, illustrations inserted, good type, last leaf 
blank, early end-papers, title-page wholly in black, four-ring binding. 

London: Sampson, Low, Son, & Co., 47. Ludgate Hill. Boston:—Phillips, Sampson, 
& Company, mdccclviii. Without woodcut tide-page, with inserted illustrations, cor¬ 
rected w in way (page 342), last leaf removed, title-page in red and black, English bind- 


The Autocrat contains the following poems: 

Page 17 Album Verses. 

26 Latter-Day Warnings. 

28 [A Pardng Health. (To JL,.Modey.) Not in the magazine 
version, although printed in The Atlantic.^ 


45 Sun and Shadow. 

49 This Is It. jA Prologue.j 

53 Here It Is,—With the Slight Alterations! [Ode for a Social 
Meedng.] 

76 The Old Man Dreams, 
no The Chambered Naudlus. 

140 Marc Rubrum. 

168 What We All Think. 
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177 [From Our Second Selves, never published. See page 369.1 

186 The Last Blossom. 

201 [From The Old Player. The Heart's Own Secret.[ 

202 The Living Temple. 

214 [At life’s gay banquet placed. Translation,] 

228 Spring Has Come. Intra Muros. 

259 A Good Time Going! 

262 The Two Armies. 

290 Musa. 

295 The Deacon’s Masterpiece: Or The Wonderful “One-Hoss- 
Shay.” A Logical Story. 

307 ^Estivation. An Unpublished Poem, by my late Latin Tutor. 

312 Contentment, “Man wants but little here below.” 

343 Prelude. 

345 Parson Turrell’s Legacy: or, the President’s Old Arm-Chair. 

A Mathematical Song. 

355 The Voiceless. 

Large-paper issues: The more luxurious, large-paper issue was printed from the same 
plates as the duodecimo and followed the latter in December, in time for the Christ¬ 
mas trade. The earliest inscription date in a bound copy of this issue is December 18, 
1858, in the copy presented by Holmes to his wife. The Boston Evening Transcript ad¬ 
vertised this issue as still “in press” on December 8, and, on December 14, apparently as 
for sale, but it is not until December 24 that the same advertisement is printed with the 
words “just issued.” The American Publishers' Circular, a weekly publication, an¬ 
nounced on December 18 that the book was in press “and will be published in a few 
days.” 

This “fine edition” was printed on lightly tinted paper, the color of “old lace,” * the 
leaf measuring 81 x 5J inches, the greater width of the inner margins, as compared 
with those of the duodecimos, showing that it is truly large paper and a separate im¬ 
pression. The regular binding was a pebbled brown or rust cloth, beveled, with full gilt 
edges, the covers bordered by a blind-stamped frame, with light brown, dark brown, or 
gray end-papers. The spine is lettered: | Autocrat | of the | Breakfast | Table | [Rulcj 
Holmes | ; at the foot: Boston. Some copies are lettered: Autocrat | Holmes Boston . 
(After the plates for the book had been purchased by Ticknor and Fields, the name of 
that firm was placed at the foot of the spine; from the publisher’s record it would seem 
that only ninety-six copies were so bound.) The book was originally available, also, in 
either calf or morocco binding, the covers of which carried the same blind-stamping as 
the cloth copies. 

In the large-paper issue the illustrations are on leaves that are integral parts of the 
signatures (in 4’s) in which they come. These leaves are, however, passed over in the 

• LowcH’s phrase in a letter to Holmes, December 19, 1858 (Harvard library). 
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pagination of the volume, so the paging of the text agrees with the paging of the duo- 
decimo issue. ° 

(The much less common copies without illustrations are also bound in 4’s, the leaves 
bearing the illustrations being cut away and their contiguous leaves pasted in. Mr. 
Currier’s idea that the unillustrated large-paper copies might have preceded the usual 
illustrated issue seems untenable. The illustrations were evidently laboriously removed 
from a relatively few copies at Holmes’s insistence. Writing Charles Eliot Norton, on 
Christmas Day, Holmes says that he will send Norton the book “if the large paper copies 
without illustrations come when they are promised, next Tuesday” [/>., December 283. 
He goes on to say: I have been ashamed to make my friends wait so long—I got a heap 
of my books today, but all with the illustrations.” 

(More than a week later when he came to present copies of his book to his classmates, 
he was obliged to give them illustrated copies. According to the secretary’s account of 
the occasion. Holmes said “he rose to ‘make his peace’ with the Class_” * He cer¬ 

tainly had no reason to make his peace with them other than for his delay in giving them 
his book, for which delay his letter to Norton provides an explanation. Possibly if he 
had not been traveling extensively in December, keeping lecture engagements in New 
York, New Jersey, and Connecticut, he might have been able to pry loose from his busy 
publisher more copies without illustrations; the few he could get he gave to his imme¬ 
diate family and to persons to whom he wished to show specific respect, e.g., Longfel¬ 
low and Norton, the latter an arbiter of aesthetic taste. The inference is that the large- 
paper issue appeared first with illustrations and that the rare copies without illustra¬ 
tions were specially and reluctantly prepared for Holmes.— Ed.) 


ENGLISH EDITION. EDINBURGH. 1 859 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table Every man his own Boswell 
By Oliver Wendell Holmes Author of “Astraea,” and Other Poems 
[Quotation from Gil Bias. Publisher’s device] Edinburgh: Alexander 
Strahan & Co. London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co. 1859 (Dec. 1858) 

Advertised by Strahan as “now ready” in the Publishers' Circular, London, December 
1,1858, page 588, and listed among the new books published November 30 to December 
14 in the Publishers' Circular for December 15. 

Leaf: 6f x 4^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: xii, 302 pages. Binding: Deep purple 
cloth (also in black), publisher’s initials in blind on the side. Spine lettered: | The | 
Autocrat | of the | Breakfast | Table | O. W. Holmes. | ; at the foot: | A. Strahan & Co | 
Edinburgh | . 

This edition of The Autocrat was the first entirely to be set up and printed abroad; 


• The account is quoted in full in Currier, op. cit., page 308. The letter to Norton is in the Norton 
papers. Harvard library. 
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the name of the printer, Ballantyne and Company, Edinburgh, is given at the foot of 
page 302. For the Sampson, Low edition, with imprint dale 1858, made up of sheets im¬ 
ported from Boston, the exact date of issue has not been discovered, but it may be as¬ 
sumed to precede this Edinburgh edition with imprint date 1859. 

TICKNOR AND FIELDS. 1860 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Every Man His Own Boswell. 
Boston: Ticknor and Fields, m dccc lx. (Jan. i860) 

According to the Ticknor and Fields Day Books (vol. i, page 849), Holmes bought 
a copy of The Autocrat, The Professor, and his Poems on January 5, probably for pre¬ 
sentation purposes. On the twenty-seventh (page 899) a dealer bought ten copies each 
of The Autocrat and The Professor. 


Leaf: yi x 4!^ inches, trimmed. Collation: viii, 373 pages, in 12’s, without adver¬ 
tising section. Contains the illustrations, “The Autocrat’s Autobiography,” Nov. ist, 
1858, and index. Binding: Brown cloth, chocolate end-papers. Spine lettered: The 
Autocrat | of the | Breakfast [ Table | ; at the foot: Ticknor & C^. 

This is the first issue after the purchase of the plates at auction by Ticknor and 
Fields. (I have been unable to discover in Mr. Currier’s original notes the source of this 
statement about the plates. It does not seem to be verified by the publisher’s contract for 
The Professor, q.v., which is also a contract for The Autocrat and specifies that the au¬ 
thor is the owner of the plates of both. The publisher, however, may have acted as 
Holmes’s agent in the purchase.— Ed.) 

Impressions: There were two impressions in i860, each of five hundred copies; the 
sheets for the first were sent to the binder on January i, i860; for the second, in August. 
From the publisher’s records it appears that thirty-three impressions were put out (some 
14,000 copies) before the type was reset and a new edition made in 1883 (published 
1882) as described at page 78. These figures do not include impressions issued before 
the failure of the firm of Phillips and Sampson in 1859. 

Holmes’s copy of this issue (Harvard library) has a number of manuscript correc¬ 
tions as well as rough drafts of footnotes; these changes were made in the 1883 edition. 


BLUE AND GOLD. 1865 


The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Every man his own Boswell. [Pub¬ 
lisher’s device] Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1865. (Mar. 1865) 


Blue and Gold edition, printed from new plates, the type reset. According to the pub¬ 
lisher’s records copies were available the last week of March 1865 (Sheet Stock Books, 
vol. I, page 181), but the book is not listed in the American Literary Gazette as a new 

publication until the issue of May i. The author’s name does not appear on the title- 
page. Price $1.50. 
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Leaf: 5xV x 317 inches, trimmed. Collation: vi, [2j, 395 pages, comprising a pre¬ 
liminary gathering of four leaves, followed by sig. 1-25 in 8’s, the last two leaves blank. 
The back of the title-page carries the copyright notice: 1864, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
District of Massachusetts, and below, the printer’s note: University Press: Welch, Bige¬ 
low, and Company, Cambridge. At the foot of page 395: Cambridge: Printed by Welch, 
Bigelow, & Co. Contains “The Autocrat’s Autobiography,” of 1858, and index. 

Binding: The characteristic Blue and Gold binding, blue cloth, gilt edges, orange- 
yellow end-papers, covers stamped in blind with a decorative design. Spine lettered, in 
an ornate frame, in gilt: | The | Autocrat | of the | Breakfast-Table | [Rulej | Holmes |; 
at the foot: | Ticknor & Co | . 

Portrait: Full-length, engraved portrait, after a photograph, inserted as frontispiece. 

Impressions: According to the publisher’s records (manuscript Cost Book D144), 
3,000 copies of this edition were printed, which supplied the demand until April 1873, 
when an impression of 100 copies was struck off and given the Blue and Gold binding 
(manuscript Cost Book G61). In 1875 the same plates were used for the Little Classics 
edition described below; in 1883 they were again used for the Handy Volume edi¬ 
tion described at page 79. The plates were destroyed in January 1906. 

Contract: No original contract for this book has been found. A contract recently 
added to the Harvard Holmes collection is for a 32“® edition of The Autocrat. Dated 
May 13,1867, it stipulates that the author is to receive ten cents for every copy sold. 

ENGLISH ILLUSTRATED EDITION. LONDON. 1 865 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes With 
Illustrations by J. G. Thomson (Publisher’s device] London Alexander 
Strahan, Strand Sampson Low, Son, & Marston, Ludgate Hill 1865 

(Nov. 1865) 

Advertised in the Publishers* Circular, London, November i, 1865, page 616, as “pre¬ 
paring immediately”; price six shillings. 

Leaf: 6J x 4 inches, trimmed, gilt edges. Collation: xii, 329 pages. Binding: Blue 
cloth, gilt design on front cover and spine. Cover lettered: | The Autocrat | Of The | 
Breakfast Table | O.W. Holmes | . Spine lettered: | The | Autocrat | Of The | Break¬ 
fast Table | O.W. Holmes | ; at the foot: | Strahan | . 

Twelve clever drawings by J. Gordon Thomson introduce the several chapters, each of 
which is brought to a close by an illustrative tailpiece. An advertisement on the back 
cover of Strahan’s 1865, one-shilling Autocrat attributes the engraving of the illus¬ 
trations to Linton, and this statement is repeated in the New York Nation, December 
7, 1865 (vol. I, page 720), in a notice that incorrectly names the illustrator as Thomas 
instead of Thomson. No corroboration of the attribution has been found, but the en¬ 
gravings do not seem to have the character of the work of William James Linton, al¬ 
though they might be by his brother Henry. Strahan reissued this edition in 1867, 
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LITTLE CLASSICS. 1 875 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Every man his own Boswell. [Pub¬ 
lisher’s monogram] Boston: James R. Osgood and Company, Late Tick- 
nor & Fields, and Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1875. (Oct. 1875) 

Little Classics edition, printed from the plates used for the Blue and Gold edition of 
1865. Neither the author’s name nor the designation 'Xitde Classics” appears on title- 
page or binding; it is identified by the characteristic binding, described below, used by 
the publisher for other Little Classics editions. The publisher’s records note that copies 
were ready by October 14,1875 (Sheet Stock Books, vol. ii, page 154). Price $1.50. 

Leaf: 5^ x 4^ inches, trimmed. Collation: [2], vi, [2], 395 pages, comprising a pre¬ 
liminary gathering of four leaves, followed by sig. 1-25 in 8’s, the signature numbers be¬ 
ing on the second leaf of each gathering, the last leaf blank. The verso of the first leaf 
contains the list of editions of Holmes’s works published by Osgood. The second leaf 
has the title-page, its verso and the printer’s note at the foot of page 395 being identical 
with the corresponding pages of the Blue and Gold edition of The Autocrat of 1865. 
The title-page is in red and black ink, enclosed by double rules, the outer rule red, the 
inner, black. Contains "The Autocrat’s Autobiography,” of 1858, and index. 

Binding: Green cloth, red edges, dark blue end-papers, the covers with decorative de¬ 
sign in blind, the front cover having also the title and slight ornamentation in gilt. The 
spine is lettered: | The | Autocrat | of the | Breakfast | Table | ; at the foot: James R. 
Osgood & Co. 

Portrait: The engraved portrait used for the Blue and Gold edition of The Autocrat 
is inserted as a frontispiece. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note five impressions of this edition in the ”Lit- 
tle Classics” style, in 1875,1879,1880,1881, and 1882, embracing, in all, some 2,600 copies. 
In 1883 and later the same plates were used for impressions in a different style of bind- 
ing, given the name “Handy Volume” edition; this is described at page 79. This edi¬ 
tion in “Little Classics” style would seem to be the one described as the “Saunterer’s 
Edition” in Publishers* Weekly, New York, October 23,1875, vol. viii, page 656. 

DER TISCH-DESPOT. 1876 

Der Tisch-Despot. Von Oliver Wendell Holmes. [Rule] Deutsch von 
L. Abenheim. [Ornament] Stuttgart. Verlag von Aug. Berth. Auerbach. 

(1876) 

Facing the title-page is a series title: Philosophen der Neuen Welt. Erster Band: O.W. 
Holmes, Der Tisch-Despot. Stuttgart. Verlag von Aug. Berth. Auerbach. 

Recorded as a new publication in the October to December section for 1876 of Vier- 
telsjahrs-Catalog oiler neuen Erscheinungen itn Felde der Literatur in Deutschland. 
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Leaf: 6| x 4^ inches, untrimmed (but the copy sent to Howells is trimmed, 6* x 
4A inches). Collation: ^4,, 431, ji, pages, comprising a preliminary gathering of two 
leaves, and sig. 1-27 m 8’s. Page (ij, blank, pi,, series title, pii,, title-page, pv,, Vorwort 
des Uebersetzers pn verse,. [1,-431, text. (432,, printer s note: Druck der C. Hoifmann- 

schen Buchdruckerei in Stuttgart. Binding: Issued in paper wrappers, the series title on 
page I, printed in red and black. 

Inserted after the title-page is a lithographed facsimile of Holmes’s letter of Septem¬ 
ber 16,1876, agreeing to the publication of this book: 

Boston Sept. 16^ 1876. 

Dear Sir, 

Your proposal to publish a German translation of the “Breakfast-table Series” is very agree¬ 
able to me. The pleasure of gaining friends among strangers is one of the best rewards of 
authorship, and I am willing to run the risk of failing to please many for the chance of win¬ 
ning the kind regards of a few. Making a new acquaintance through the medium of a trans¬ 
lation is a little like shaking hands with gloves or mittens on, but the pressure and warmth 
of any genuine human thought or feeling will find their way through the new dialect, and if 
my books have anything of either, I can trust my German readers to recognise and welcome it. 

Very truly yours, 

Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

REVISED EDITION. 1883 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table Every man his own Boswell 
New and Revised Edition With Illustrative Notes (Publisher’s devicei 
Boston Houghton, Mifflin and Company New York: 11 East Seven¬ 
teenth Street The Riverside Press, Cambridge 1883 (Nov. 1882) 

Text (corrected) printed from new plates, the type reset. The author’s name is not on 
the title-page. The new introduction, “To The Readers of the Autocrat of the Break¬ 
fast-Table,” is dated August 29, 1882. Entered for copyright November 25, 1882, and 
copies deposited November 27. Copyright number: 1882-20076. Published November 
25,1882 (publisher’s Showing Books B, page 114). Price $2.00. 

Leaf: 7i x 5 inches, trimmed. Collation: ix, inserted frontispiece, 321 pages, com¬ 
prising a preliminary gathering in six, the first leaf blank, followed by thirteen signa¬ 
tures in 12’s and a final signature in six. The signature numbers are for gathering in 8’s. 
Page [i], title-page, [ii,, copyright notice: 1858 and 1882, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, and 
printer’s note: The Riverside Press, Cambridge: Electrotyped and Printed bv H. O. 
Houghton and Company, (iiij-v. To the Readers of the Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. 
[Vi], blank. [vii,-ix, The Autocrat’s Autobiography. [X,, blank. (1,-314, text. [ 3 i 5 ]' 32 i> 
Index. [322j, blank. The illustrative notes appear as footnotes, and references to them 
are added to the index. 

Binding: The standard uniform binding, dark green beveled cloth, gilt top, with 
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winged tea urn in gold on the front, in blind on the back cover. Frontispiece: Portrait 
engraved by J. A. J, Wilcox, after a photograph. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note twenty impressions of this edition, from 
1882 to 1891, comprising 27,000 copies printed; the same plates were then used for the 
Riverside edition of 1891. 

Copies for British trade: The records show that 250 copies were shipped in sheets, 
with appropriate cancel title-page, to David Douglas, Edinburgh, in February 1883 
(Showing Books B, loc. cit.\ Riverside Press cost books, 1882-83, page 340). In one vol¬ 
ume. 

Revisions; Of the 45 revisions made in manuscript in Holmes’s copy of the i860 issue 
(Harvard library), all but six were made for this edition along with others not noted. 
Two changes in the poetry had been made earlier in Songs in Many Keys. 

This is the first of a series of reprintings of Holmes’s work coincident with his re¬ 
tirement from the Harvard medical faculty. 

TV/O VOLUMES. EDINBURGH. 1 883 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Author’s Edition Vol. I. dl.i Edinburgh David Douglas, Castle 
Street 1883 (Sept. 1883) 

Listed as a new publication in the Publishers' Circular, London, September 15, 1883; 
price two shillings. Leaf; 5^ x 3^ inches. Collation: Vol. i: xlviii, 212 pages. Vol. ii: 
256 pages. The first volume contains Holmes’s essay, “An After-Breakfast Talk,” re¬ 
printed from The Atlantic Monthly of January 1883. An advertising leaf at the front 
lists this as one of a “Pocket Edition, In One Shilling Volumes. The Breal^ast-Table 
Series, Authors edition, with his latest notes, ... The author’s rights in this edition are 
reserved.” 


HANDY VOLUME. 1883 


The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table Every Man His Own Boswell 
ISIew and Revised Edition With Illustrative Notes. [Publisher’s device] 
Boston Houghton, Mifflin and Company New York: 11 East Seven¬ 


teenth Street The Riverside Press, Cambridge 1883 


(May 1883) 


Handy Volume edition, the text printed from the plates of the Blue and Gold edi¬ 
tion of 1865. The author’s name is not on the title-page. Published May 12,1883 (Show¬ 
ing Books B, page 216), in a first impression of 516 copies, followed within a few days 
by a second impression of 276 copies; listed as a new publication in Publishers* Weel{ly, 
June 2, 1883. Price $1.25. 


Leaf; 5A x 3A inches, trimmed. Collation: x, [2], 411 pages. The back of the title- 
page carries the copyright notice: 1858, 1864, 1882, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, and 
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printer’s note: The Riverside Press, Cambridge: Printed by H. O. Houghton and Com¬ 
pany. Contains the introduction, “To the Readers,” of August 29,1882, and “The Auto¬ 
crat’s Autobiography,” of November i, 1858; also, as an appendix, the illustrative notes 
of 1883, and the unrevised index. 

Binding : Semiflexible blue cloth, gilt top, yellow end-papers, title in gilt on the front 
cover. Spine lettered: | The | Autocrat | of the | Breakfast | Table | Holmes | ; at the 

foot: the HM&Co monogram. This binding matches that of the two-volume Handy 
Volume edition of Holmes’s Poetical Wor\s. 1881. 

Impressions : The publisher’s records show that twenty-eight impressions of this edi¬ 
tion were run off from 1883 to 1902, embracing some 24,500 copies, before the plates were 
melted in January 1906. 

BIRTHDAY EDITION. 189O 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table by Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Houghton Mifflin and Company mdccc (sw)lxxxx (Riverside Press 
t^evice, (Oct. 1889) 

Birthday edition, new plates from reset type, in two volumes, paged continuously; 
the volume numbering on the half-titles, not on the title-pages. Entered for copyright 
October 9, 1889, and copies deposited September 10 and November 25. Copyright num¬ 
bers: 1889-30679, 30680. Published October 12, 1889 (Showing Books H, page 76). 
Price $2.50. 

Leaf: 7J x 45 inches, untrimmed. Collation: Vol. i: [2], x, 203 pages. Vol. ii: 
four unnumbered pages, followed by pages (205]-442. Contains the introduction, “To 
the Readers,” of August 29,1882, and “The Autocrat’s Autobiography” of November i, 
1858; also the illustrative notes of 1883 and index. Title-pages: The inserted tide-pages 
are decorative line cuts, designed by Sarah W. Whitman [authority of Mr. C. Howard 
Roberts of the Riverside Press j. Binding : Red cloth, untrimmed edges, with paper label; 
also in green cloth, gilt tops. Issued in dust jacket (Showing Books, loc. cit.). Impres¬ 
sions: The publisher’s records list eight impressions, from 1889 to 1897, comprising a 
total of some 6,900 copies. The plates were melted in October 1942. 

READING CIRCLE EDITION. 1 892 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table Every Man his own Boswell By 
Oliver Wendell Holmes [Riverside Press device] Boston and New York 
Houghton, MiflBin and Company The Riverside Press, Cambridge 
M Dccc xcii (June 1892) 

Reading Circle edition. From the Riverside plates, the series title appears on the spine 
only. A copy is in the Riverside Press reference library. 
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Leaf: 7x4! inches, trimmed. Collation: [iiij-xii, 321 pages. Binding: Blue cloth. 
Impressions: The publisher’s records note four impressions from June 6 to October 8, 
1892, comprising a total of 10,000 copies printed. 

OUTLINES 

[Outlines of Autocrat. Reading Circle Edition.] (Aug. 1892) 

The publisher’s records (Sheet Stock Books, vol. vii, page 148, and the Riverside Press 
cost books, 1892-93, page 79 et passim) show that there were five impressions of the 
Outlines from August 8, 1892, to July 10, 1893, the first of 7,500 copies and the total 
10,000. No copy has been seen. The pamphlet was evidently meant to be an educational 
guide and to accompany the Reading Circle edition of T he Autocrat. The original entry 
in the Riverside Press cost books indicates that the book comprised 25 printed pages and 
was bound by the Press in printed wrappers. 

ILLUSTRATED BY PYLE. 1 894 

The Autocrat Of the Breakfast-Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes 
With Illustrations By Howard Pyle I illi [Publisher’s device, en¬ 
graved] Boston and New York Houghton, Mifflin and Company 
The Riverside Press, Cambridge m dccc xciv (Oct. 1893) 

Holiday edition, new plates from reset type, in two volumes, paged continuously. En¬ 
tered for copyright October 17,1893, and copies deposited October 26. Copyright num¬ 
bers: 1893-46600, 46601. The publisher’s records note a first impression of 2,500 copies, 
published October 28,1893, followed by a second of 1,000 copies in November (Showing 
Books K, page 168). Price $5.00. 

Leaf: 7I x 5 inches, trimmed tops. Collation: Vol. i: xvi, 219 pages, the verso of 
page 219 blank. Vol. ii; Pages (ij to vi, followed by pages [22ij to 474. The title-pages 
are printed in red and black. The backs of the title-pages carry the copyright notice: 
1858, 1882, 1886, 1891, by Oliver Wendell Holmes; 1893, by Houghton, Mifflin St Co. 
Contains “The Autocrat’s Autobiography” of November i, 1858, the introduction “To 
the Readers” of August 29, 1882, and “Preface to the New Edition” of July 28, 1891; 
also the illustrative notes and index. 

Binding : Dull red cloth, gilt tops, front and back covers stamped in gilt, with a design 
to represent the clasps of an old binding, and with the title. The spine lettered: | The | 
Autocrat I Of The | Breakfast | Table | Holmes 11 (llj | Illustrated-by | Howard'Pyle | ; 
at the foot: | Houghton | Mifflin & Co. | . Issued with olive-green dust jacket. 

Illustrations: Two frontispiece portraits reproduced from paintings by Pyle, repre¬ 
senting Holmes in 1850 and 1885. Thirteen photogravures, inserted, reproduced from 
drawings and engravings, with a wealth of head- and tailpieces, these for the most 
part symbolic. 
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Impressions : The publisher’s records list five impressions o£ this small-paper issue, 
with a total of some 5,000 copies. The plates were melted in December 1942, 
Large-paper issue: The publisher’s records note 264 copies in large paper ready by 
November 2,1893, being deposited for copyright November 4. The imprint of this issue 
reads: “Cambridge Printed at the Riverside Press mdcccxciv.” The volumes were 
bound in white vellum, gilt tops, otherwise untrimmed. 

Copies for England: According to the publisher’s records 250 copies were shipped 
in sheets to Gay and Bird of London; these were provided with substitute tide-pages 
with a London imprint. Listed in the Publishers* Circular, December 2, 1893; price 21 
shillings. The Christmas issue advertises the large-paper copies at £4 4/. 


POSTHUMOUS REPRINTS 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Every man his own Boswell. By 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. Reprinted from the Atlantic Monthly, As It 
Appeared from Nov., 1857, to May, 1858. New York: Hurst & Com¬ 
pany, Publishers. (Dec. } 1894) 

Leaf: inches, trimmed. Collation: Portrait frontispiece by Gresch, followed by 

183 pages, verso of 183 blank, followed by a tide-leaf, “Poems,” followed by pages [7]-252. 
Binding ; Blue or green beveled cloth, gilt top, edges trimmed; light green, flowered end¬ 
papers. The green binding closely resembles in general appearance and format the 
standard green cloth binding used by Houghton, Mifflin and Company at this period for 
Holmes’s writings, but it does not copy the winged urn on the covers. 

This would seem to be the earliest Hurst edition of The Autocrat and was published 
probably late in 1894.* The Harvard copy has a flyleaf inscription: Christmas, 1894. This 
edition contains the first seven chapters, only, of The Autocrat; it has the words, “The 
End,” printed on page 183, at the close of the seventh chapter. Following this is a re¬ 
print of the Hurst 252-page edition of Holmes’s early poems (see page 247), including 
a full title-page. 

The following warning appeared in Publishers* Weekly, New York, December i, 

1894, vol.xLVi, page 989: To the Trade. 

Our attention having been called to the fact that Mesrs. Hurst & Company have announced 
a so-called New Edition of the “Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table” we respectfully notify the 
Trade that legal proceedings have been instituted against them to prevent the sale of the 
spurious book. 

Should the proceedings commenced against the publishers of the said book result in deci¬ 
sions in our favor, all persons handling it, or having it in their possession, will be held ac¬ 
countable for any loss or injury occasioned by their acts. 

Houghton Mifflin & Company 
November 20, 1894. 

• Listed here as the first of the unauthorized editions. Sec Appendix 8 for others. 
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In view of the legal proceedings instituted against the publishers, Hurst and Com¬ 
pany, a record of certain variant impressions of this first Hurst edition is of interest: 

1. The impression described above, published presumably late in 1894. 

2. An impression containing The Autocrat, entire, and substituting October for May 
in the title-page note. This resembles the first impression in binding, but is in green 
buckram, beveled, gilt top. Leaf; 7^ inches. Collation: Inserted frontispiece portrait 
by Gresch, followed by 326 pages, followed by title-leaf for “Poems,” followed by pages 
[ii]-iio, being a fragment only of the Hurst edition of the early poems. The Harvard 
copy has the flyleaf date, 1898. 

3. An undated edition of The Autocrat alone, from identical plates, printed in smaller 
format, 6x4 inches. Collation : 326 pages, with inserted frontispiece portrait by Gresch. 

4. The same plates and title-page used for a seven-inch edition, red cloth, gilt top. The 
Harvard copy has a flyleaf inscription, dated February 13, 1903. 

The Riverside Literature Series tRulei The Autocrat of the Breakfast- 
Table With Biographical Sketch and Notes. Houghton, Mifflin and 
Company Boston. 

Number 81 (triple number) of the series. Price forty-five cents. The publisher’s rec¬ 
ords note that this number of the series was first published August 17, 1895. Leaf: 65 x 
4i inches, trimmed. Collation: xxiv, 321 pages. From 1895 until 1940 thirty-five im¬ 
pressions were run off (over 22,200 copies) from plates made from the typesetting of 
the Riverside edition. 


The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table By Oliver • Wendell * Holmes 
With Illustrations by H • M • Brock London *} * M * Dent ■ & * Bos¬ 
ton & New York Houghton • Mifflin * & * 1902 

Published November 22, 1902 (Showing Books S, page 18). Leaf: 7I x 4^ inches, 
gilt top, fore and lower edges untrimmed. Collation: xxi, [ij, 318, [i] pages. By far 
the most charming of the illustrated editions of The Autocrat, containing eleven full- 
page and forty-two half-page line cuts. With an unsigned, six-page critical introduction, 
together with Holmes’s introductions of 1882 and 1891, and his autobiographical sketch 
of 1858, with the illustrative notes of 1883. Copies for the American market have a sub¬ 
stitute title-page with the names of the publishers reversed in the imprint. Four impres¬ 
sions were imported in 1902, 1906, 1907, 1910, comprising a total of 1,500 copies. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes [Or¬ 
nament) Boston and New York Houghton Mifflin Company The 
Riverside Press Cambridge 1916 
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Half-title: The Brock Edition. Published March 4,1916 (Riverside Press files). Leaf: 
7I inches. Collation: [2,, x, 442 pages, and four inserted plates. The title lettered on 
the spine of this volume is identical with the spine of the Brock illustrated edition of 
1902, having the words “Illustrated by H. M. Brock.” In spite of this title, the volume 
contains only four of the fifty-three Brock illustrations noted above. The text is printed 
from the plates of the Birthday edition of 1890, described at page 80. Contains the in¬ 
troductory “To the Readers of the Autocrat,” 1882; “The Autocrat’s Autobiography,” 
1858; the illustrative notes of 1883, and index. There were two impressions, each of 500 
copies, in March 1916 and November 1920. 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Cambridge Classics. Houghton, 
Mifflin and Company, 1920.] 

The Riverside Press files note only the inclusive dates July 19, 1920, February 17, 

1927, and the price $i. 75 > which is crossed out and $2.00 added. See note on Elsie Ven- 
ner, 1903, page 103. 

Kenkyusha English Classics The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table 
By Oliver Wendell Holmes With Introduction and Notes By Y. 
Okakura Professor of English in the Tokoyo Higher Normal Schools 
Tokoyo Kenkyusha 1922 

Half-title: Kenkyusha English Classics Y. Okakura and S. Ichikawa General Edi¬ 
tors. Collation: [IOj, xxiii, 529 pages. Has “The Autocrat’s Autobiography.” On pages 
xi-xiii is “The Last Leaf” in Japanese. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Edited With an Introduction by Franklin T. Baker... The Macmillan 
Company Publishers New York mcmxxviii 

Half-title: The Modern Readers’ Series Ashley H. Thorndike, General Editor. On 
verso of title-page: Published October, 1928. Listed in Cumulative Boo\ Index, De¬ 
cember 1927, page 366; price $1.25. Leaf: 7^ inches. Collation: xxv, [I], 369 pages. 
Pages v-xxi, Editor’s Introduction; pages 341-57, Notes. Has reproductions of the orig¬ 
inal illustrations and “The Autocrat’s Autobiography,” 1858, but does not have the 
prefaces of 1882 and 1891. 


VALEDICTORY ADDRESS 

Valedictory Address, Delivered to the Medical Graduates of Harvard 
University, at the Annual Commencement, Wednesday, March 10, 
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1858. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D. Parkman Professor of Anat¬ 
omy and Physiology. iRulei Re-printed from “The Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal.” (Rulei Boston: David Clapp (Dotted rulej 184 Wash¬ 
ington Street. Medical and Surgical Journal Office. 1858. (Mar. 1858) 

Advertised as available in The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, March 25, 1858 
(vol. Lvni, page 167), in which issue, at page 149, the address is also printed, the pam¬ 
phlet being from the same setting of type. 

Leaf: 9VW x 5J inches, trimmed. Collation: 15 pages. Sig. [ij, 2 in 4’s. Page [ij, title- 
page. [2], blank. (31-15, text. (16], blank. Binding: Salmon paper wrappers, the front 
cover enclosed by printer’s triple rules, with title and author’s name; stab-stitched. 


1859 

BOSTON COMMON 

Boston Common. | Three Pictures. (Nov. 1859) 

Lithographed facsimile of the author’s fair copy of the poem. At the end: | Oliver 
Wendell Holmes | Nov. 14^*^ 1859. | Entered according to an act of Congress, A.D. 
by F. H. Underwood in the ClerJ(s Office, \ of the District Court of Massachusetts. \ 

Four-page leaflet, 8iJ x 71^ inches when folded, white laid paper, printed on the sec¬ 
ond and third pages, the first and fourth blank. Copies are in the Boston Public and the 
Huntington libraries and in the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

This facsimile was evidently prepared in connection with the fair, which opened in 
Boston on November 16, 1859, held in aid of a fund to procure Ball’s statue of Wash¬ 
ington for the city, to be placed on Boston Common. 

THE PROMISE 

The Promise. ] (Rulej (Jan.? 1859) 

At the foot: | o.w.holmes. | March 20th, 1859. | 

Four-page leaflet, 8x5 inches when folded, white laid paper, the poem on the first 
page, the other pages blank. The only copy seen in this four-page form is an obviously 
cut-down (6f x 4A) copy in the collection of Mr. Parkman D. Howe. The two copies 
in the Harvard library are single sheets, 8x5. One, in the memorabilia of the class of 
’29 (archives), has a note at the top in the hand of Samuel May: Written for the Fair in 
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Aid of the **Channing Home for Sick & Destitute Women” held in Boston, March 1859. 
The other (Houghton) has the accession date **1859, Jan. 18.” In all copies seen, the rule 
below the title is ofJ<enter, appearing below “Promise.” 


i860 


CURRENTS AND COUNTER-CURRENTS 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Science. rRulej An Address 
Delivered before the Massachusetts Medical Society, At the Annual 
Meeting, May 30, i860. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M. D. [Quotation 
from Hippocrates.’^] Boston: Published by Ticknor and Fields. D. Clapp, 
Printer [Dotted rule] Med. and Surg. Journal Office, mdccclx. 

(July i860) 

Entered for copyright June 15, i860, and copies deposited August 7. The Ticknor and 
Fields Day Books (vol. ii, page 187) first record copies sold on July 16; their Commis¬ 
sion Account Book C (page 735) first records sales on July 14. This is an offprint, rc- 
paged, from the type used for the same material in Medical Communications of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, i860, vol. ix, pages 305-55. 

Leaf: 9^ x inches, trimmed. Collation: 55 pages. Sig. 1-7 in 4*$. Page ji], blank. 
i2], contains the extract from the records of the Society copied below. (3 j, title-page. [4], 
copyright notice: i860, by the Massachusetts Medical Society, in the District Court of 
the District of Massachusetts. [5]'43, Address. ,44], blank. [45}'48, Notes. [49], List of 
Deceased Members. [49]-55, Obituaries: Stillman Spaulding, Richard Herbert, Marshall 
Sears Perry, Joseph Roby, George Wright. (56^, blank. A note on page 49 reads: The 
notices of Drs. Perry and Roby were written by the author of the foregoing Address. 
Binding: Salmon paper wrappers, with the title exactly as on the title-page but enclosed 
by printer’s rules; stab-stitched. 

Variant issue: There are two forms of this offprint, one having 55 pages, as de¬ 
scribed above, the other 48 pages, the only difference being the omission of pages 49-55 
in the latter. Nothing has been found to indicate which form preceded the other, or to 
prove them simultaneous, as is quite possible. The larger issue is here placed first for 
convenience of description and from the feeling that, if a change was made after some 
copies had been printed off, it was more likely that Holmes, for general distribution, 

• Ives, page 174, misquotes the Greek. Holmes’s Greek is here correct, if his attribution of the 
phrase quoted to Hippocrates is not; the passage comes from the sixth book of the Epidemics. 
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would have preferred the one containing only his address. The 55-page copies are less 
frequently seen than the 48-page. 

(Nothing in the publisher’s records indicates whether the copies were of 48 or 55 
pages. All copies were sold at twenty cents wholesale and twenty-five cents retail, Tick- 
nor and Fields taking a ten per cent commission on each sale. The record in the Com¬ 
mission Account Book C, cited above, shows that 730 copies were sold between July 
14 and September 8; twenty more were sent out to editors, July 17 and July 19. There 
is no indication of how many were printed. Possibly the 55--page copies were intended 
for members of the Massachusetts Medical Society and the 48-page ones for public sale. 
It may be that Ticknor and Fields took over for their cash account only 48-page copies. 
—Ed.) 

Manuscript correction: The majority of the copies of both issues examined have a 
penciled correction at page 22, line 19, the word wrong being changed to worrying, this 
correction being undoubtedly in Holmes’s handwriting. 

The extract from the Society’s records printed opposite the title-page is as follows: 

[Extract from the Records.^ 

At an adjourned meeting of the Fellows of the Massachusetts medical society, held on 
Thursday, May 31, i860 — 

Some discussion ensued in regard to the Annual Address, when the following resolution, 
offered by Dr. H. H. Childs, of Pittsfield, was adopted by a vote of nine in the affirmative 
and seven in the negative:— 

Resolved, “That the Society disclaim all responsibility for the sentiments contained in this 
Annual Address.’* 

A true copy. 

Attest: JOHN b. alley 

Recording Secretary 

This vote implying censure was recalled on October 3, i860, by the Councillors of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society. The October vote to reconsider the above was 27 
in the affirmative and 17 in the negative {Medical Communications of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, vol. x. Appendix, page 12). 


INTERNATIONAL ODE 


iSeal of the City of Boston) ] Order Of Exercises | At The | Musical Festi¬ 
val I In Honor of Lord Renfrew, | To Be Given By The ] City Of Boston, 
At I The Music Hall, | On ] Thursday, October i8, i860, | Commenc¬ 
ing At Five O’clock, p.m. I (Oct. i860) 

Contains, on the second page, Holmes’s “International Ode,” to be sung to the tune 
of “God Save the Queen.” 
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Four-page program, 8f x 5H inches when folded, white wove paper, the last page 
blank, the printed pages enclosed in plain rules, with corner ornaments. At the foot: 
Geo. C. Rand and Avery, City Printers, Boston. Copies are in the Harvard Theatre col¬ 
lection, the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 534), and the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. 

The exercises were repeated on Saturday, October 20; copies of the program are in the 
Wilson collection and that of Mr. Howe. 


LIFE OF WARREN 

The Life of John Collins Warren, M. D. Compiled Chiefly from his 
Autobiography and Journals By Edward Warren, M. D. Boston: 
Ticknor and Fields i860 (i860) 

Two volumes. The preface, dated October 31, 1859, concludes with the words: “To 
Professor Holmes I am greatly indebted for his careful examination of the work in a 
crude state, his valuable advice in regard to it, and for some concluding pages.” The 
concluding words (vol. 11, pages 296-302) are the remarks by Holmes at the special 
meeting of the Suffolk District Medical Society, May 5, 1856 (see page 495). Contains 
at page 86 of volume ii a letter by Holmes, dated November 12, 1851. 


THE PROFESSOR AT THE BREAKFAST-TABLE 

FIRST EDITION 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table; With the Story of Iris. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Author of “The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table.” 
Boston: Ticknor and Fields, m dccc lx. (Dec. 1859) 

Entered for copyright and copies deposited December 21,1859. Announced as “ready 
today” in the Boston Evening Transcript of December 22. According to the Ticknor 
and Fields Day Books (vol. i, page 777), the first copies were sold on December 21.* 
Price $1.00; large paper, $3.00 (but see below). 

Leaf: 7A x 4J inches, trimmed. Collation: [4], 410 pages, comprising a preliminary 
signature of two leaves, followed by sig. 1-17 in 12’s, and 18 in 2, the last leaf blank. Page 
[i], half-tide. {ii]» blank, [ui], tide-page, [ivj, copyright notice: 1859, by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, in the District Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note; River¬ 
side, Cambridge: Stereotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton and Company. (i 1-403, 
text. (404 j, blank. [405J-410, Index, 

Binding : Brown cloth, edges trimmed, chocolate end-papers sewed in, covers stamped 

• A copy of The Professor was sold on December 20; but, since the purchaser also bought Villette, 
the inference is that the shopper bought Bronte’s Professor and not Holmes’s. 
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in blind, with border frame and center ornament, containing the initials, T & F. Spine 
lettered: | The | Professor | at the | Breakfast | Table ]; at the foot: | Ticknor & Co | . In 
addition to the free end-papers, a single flyleaf appears at the front and one at the back, 
the latter following the final blank leaf of sig. i8. 

Double imprints: Some copies of this edition have a double imprint: Boston: Tick¬ 
nor and Fields. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott and Company, m dccc lx. Curie on page 
102 of his Collecting American First Editions mentions a Boston-Cincinnati imprint. 

Large-paper issue: The inner margins of this issue, wider than those of the duo¬ 
decimo, show that the pages were reimposed. Leaf: 8i% x 5I inches. Collation; [4^, 
410 pages. Binding: Brown beveled cloth, gilt edges, chocolate end-papers, covers 
stamped in blind with border rules, with small leaves at the corners, but without the 
shield and publisher’s initials of the duodecimo form. This large-paper issue was ad¬ 
vertised in the Boston Evening Transcript of December 22, 1859, as “ready today,” but 
the publisher’s records indicate that it was not ready until early in January. 

The first reference to the large-paper issue in the Ticknor and Fields Day Books is 
on January 12, when Richard Grant White is recorded as buying a copy in sheets (entry 
later marked “void”). Robert William Hooper bought a copy on the twenty-first, for 
which he paid $2.00, and Holmes himself bought one on the twenty-third (Day Books, 
vol. I, pages 864, 881, and 887), possibly the copy he gave his wife on January 24. 

The first impression was of 530 copies, of which 300 were cut down before binding. 
The thick copies (see Wilson collection, vol. ii, page 532), with no period after Ticknor 
and Fields on the title-page and a binding unlike that of the thin copies of the regular 
edition, are obviously the cut-down large-paper copies. 

Impressions: Plates from this setting of type were used by the publishers until the 
Riverside edition of 1891, a new introduction being added in 1883 as described at page 
91. The publisher’s records note that from i860 until 1891 forty-one impressions were 
run off, embracing a total of some 29,500 copies. The plates were melted in December 
1892. 

Contract : The contract for this book has recently been added to the Harvard Holmes 
collection. It is dated December 12, 1859, and indicates that Holmes was the owner of 
the plates, which had been stereotyped at his expense. The contract, which was to run 
for ten years, stipulates that he is to receive twenty cents for every copy sold. The con¬ 
tract also stipulates that Ticknor and Fields are to have exclusive rights on all Holmes’s 
writings printed in The Atlantic Monthly as long as they continue to publish the maga¬ 
zine. 

A certificate of copyright, dated December 21,1859, has also been added to the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. 

With the first issue of The Atlantic Monthly for the year 1859, Holmes resumed his 
popular breakfast-table talks, this time in the guise of the professor. The series continued 
to appear in successive numbers of the magazine during the entire year and was pub¬ 
lished in book form just in time for the Christmas trade. This series, like The Autocrat, 
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failed to procure copyright protection because of the carelessness or ignorance of the 
publishers of The Atlantic Monthly. Only one issue of that magazine for the year 1859, 
that for December, fulfilled the copyright regulations. This number was duly copy¬ 
righted by the firm of Ticknor and Fields, who had taken over the magazine with the 
November 1859 issue, subsequent to the failure of the firm of Phillips, Sampson and 
Company on September 19,1859. As he did for The Autocrat, so in this case Holmes at¬ 
tempted, in his own name, to take out copyright for The Professor in its form as a pub¬ 
lished book, but this failed to protect the book when the matter came up for litigation 
in 1903. 

As printed in The Atlantic Monthly and reprinted in this separate form The Professor 
at the Breakfast-Table contained the following poems: 

Page 33 De Sauty. 

61 The Boys. 

92 The Opening of the Piano. 

96 We will not speak of years to-night. [Without title, 
being “At a Birthday Festival. To J. R. Lowell.”] 

128 The Crooked Footpath. 

159 A Mother’s Secret. 

192 The Two Streams. 

220 Robinson of Leyden. 

255 Saint Anthony the Reformer. 

284 Midsummer. 

285 Iris, her Book, 

319 Under the Violets. 

356 Hymn of Trust. 

402 A Sun-Day Hymn. 

With one exception the poems thus listed were new when they first were printed in 
The Atlantic Monthly; “The Mother’s Secret” was first read, from a private printing, 
before the Mercantile Library Association of Boston, in 1855; it was reprinted in part in 
the Mercantile Library Reporter, as noted at page 352. 

ENGLISH EDITION 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table; With the Story of Iris. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Author of “The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. 

London: SampsonLow, Son & Co., 47 Ludgate Hill. i860. (Dec. i860) 

Listed as a new publication in the Publishers' Circular, London, December i, i860. 

Leaf: yi x 4J inches, untrimmed. Collation: 286 pages, followed by a two-page 
advertisement, dated November i860. Binding: Blue cloth, with design in blind. 
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THE STORY OF IRIS. 1 877 

The Story of Iris. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. [Vignettej Boston: James 
R. Osgood and Company, Late Ticknor & Fields, and Fields, Osgood, & 
Co. 1877. (Aug. 1877) 

Vest Pocket edition. A reprint of the portions of The Professor at the Breakjast~Table 
that tell the story of the young girl Iris. Listed as a new publication in Publishers' 
Weekly, New York, August 25, 1877. Price 50 cents. 

Leaf : 4^ x 3§ inches, trimmed. Collation : 108 [ 106) pages. 

Binding: Green or terra-cotta cloth, edges trimmed, with title and author’s name in 
gilt, and decorative design in black on the front cover, the design including the pub¬ 
lisher’s monogram; the back cover has an ornament framed in blind. The spine lettered, 
lengthwise: The Story of Iris Holmes. The end-papers, printed in red ink, contain 
advertisements of the Vest-Pocket Series and of Holmes’s writings. 

Impressions: According to the publisher’s records (manuscript Cost Books H237), 
but one impression (1,280 copies) was made in this “Vest Pocket” form; the plates, 
however, were again used in 1882 (sec below) for Modern Classics, No, jo. 

MODERN CLASSICS. NO. 30. 1882 

Modern Classics. tRulci The Story of Iris, and Favorite Poems. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Health. Five Lay Sermons to Working-People. By 
John Brown, M.D. Illustrated. [Fleuroni Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and 
Company. New York: ii East Seventeenth Street. The Riverside Press, 
Cambridge. 1882. (Mar. 1882) 

A reissue, printed from the plates of the Vest Pocket editions, of the three titles. Listed 
among the new publications in Publishers Weekly, New York, March 25, 1882, as No. 
30 of “Modern Classics.” Price 75 cents. 

Leaf: 5i x 3^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 108, vi, (2] pages, followed by pages 
[I3 i-[Io 6], followed by three unpaged leaves and then pages [91-14, an unpaged leaf, 
and, finally, pages [151-94. Binding: Decorated green cloth, orange edges. Impressions: 
The publisher’s records indicate that an impression of 500 copies was made in March 
1882 and a second of 500 copies in April 1883; in 1884 the volume was replaced in the 
series by a new number 30 containing the “Favorite Poems” and “Mv Hunt after ‘the 
Captain,’ ” as described at page 159. 

REVISED EDITION. 1883 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table With The Story of Iris [Pub¬ 
lisher’s device) Boston Houghton, Mifflin and Company New York; 
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11 East Seventeenth Street The Riverside Press, Cambridge 1883 

(Feb.1883) 

Preface dated November, 1882. Published February 21,1883 (Showing Books B, page 
164). Price $2.00. 

Leaf: 7^ x 5 inches, trimmed. Collation: [2], vi, 410 pages. Binding: The standard 
uniform binding, dark green beveled cloth, gilt top, with winged tea urn in gold on the 
front, in blind on the back cover. Impressions: For this edition the plates (corrected 
and restored) of the i860 edition were used; it was superseded in 1891 by the Riverside 
edition from new plates. For a statement of the number of impressions and copies from 
the old plates, see page 89. Copies for the British trade: According to the publisher’s 
records 250 copies of this impression were shipped in May in sheets, with appropriate 
cancel title-page, to David Douglas, Edinburgh (Showing Books B, loc. cit.; Riverside 
Press cost books, 1883-84, page 69). This post 8^® edition, one volume, was advertised in 
the Publishers’ Circular, June 15,1883. 

TWO VOLUMES. EDINBURGH. 1883 

The Professor at the Breakfast Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Author’s Edition Vol. 1 . tll.i Edinburgh David Douglas, Castle 
Street 1883 (Nov. 1883) 

Presumably the edition listed as a new publication in the Publishers’ Circular, Lon¬ 
don, November i, 1883; price two shillings. 

Leaf: 5^ x 3I inches. Collation: VoI. i: 260 pages. Vol. ii: 227 pages. An adver¬ 
tising leaf at the front lists this as one of a “Pocket Edition, in One Shilling Volumes. 
The Breal^ast-Table Series. Author’s edition, with his latest notes. . . . The author’s 
rights in this edition arc reserved.” 

BIRTHDAY EDITION. 1 89 1 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table by Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Houghton Mifflin and Company mdcc (sw) cxci [Riverside Press 
device) (Oct. 1890) 

Birthday edition, new plates from reset type, in two volumes, paged continuously; 
the volume numbering on the half-titles, not on the title-pages. Entered for copyright 
October 8,1890, and copies deposited October 16. Copyright numbers: 1890-31196,31197- 
Published October ii, 1890 (Showing Books I, page 94). Price $2.50. 

Leaf : 7 x 4!;J inches, trimmed. Collation : Vol. i: [2), vi, 219 pages. Vol. ii: [4], (22i j- 
464 pages. Title-pages: Decorative line cuts to match The Autocrat of 1890. Binding. 
Green cloth, gilt tops. The Showing Books do not mention a dust jacket; but, since The 
Autocrat in this edition was issued with a dust jacket, it seems likely the other two books 
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in the Breakfast-Table series were too. Impressions: The publisher’s records list four 
impressions from 1890 to 1895, comprising a total of 2,500 copies. The plates were melted 
November 1942. 

POSTHUMOUS REPRINTS 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table By Oliver • Wendell • Holmes 
With Illustrations by H * M * Brock London - J ■ M * Dent * & * Bos¬ 
ton & New York Houghton * Mifflin ■ & ■ 1902 

Published November 22, 1902 (Showing Books S, page 18). Leaf: 7I x 4J inches, 
gilt top, fore and lower edges untrimmed. Collation: [4], vii-xv, [ij, 320 pages, and in¬ 
serted frontispiece. At the foot of page 320: Turnbull and Spears, Printers, Edinburgh. 
Contains Holmes’s “Preface to the Revised Edition,” 1882, and his “Preface to the New 
Edition,” 1891. The illustrations comprise, in addition to the photogravure frontis¬ 
piece, eight full-page, thirty-five half-page, and five vignette line cuts. Copies for the 
American market have a substitute title-page with the imprint: Boston & New York 
Houghton Mifflin & C*^ London-J M Denf& C^. 1902. The publisher’s records 
note that four impressions were imported in 1902, 1906, 1907, and 1910, comprising a 
total of 1,500 copies. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes [Or¬ 
nament] Boston and New York Houghton Miffin Company The 
Riverside Press Cambridge 1916 

Half-title: The Brock Edition. Published March 4, 1916 (Riverside Press files). 
Leaf : yi inches. Collation : t2j, vi, 464 pages, with four inserted plates. Like The Auto¬ 
crat, this volume has the misleading lettering on the spine; the book contains only four 
of the Brock illustrations. The text is printed from the plates of the Birthday edition; it 
contains the “Preface to Revised Edition,” 1882, and the index. 


1861 


ARMY HYMN 


FIVE STANZAS 


Order Of Exercises | At The | Prize Declamation | Of The | Public Latin 
School, I Saturday, May 25, 1861, | At Ten O’Clock, A.M. | [At the 
foot: 1 Geo. C. Rand & Avery, Printers, 3 Cornhill. | (May 1861) 
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Four-page program, x 5 inches when folded, light yellow laid paper, each page 
enclosed in printer’s double rules. The first page contains the title and imprint as above; 
the second and third pages have the program; and on the fourth page appears: | Army 

Hymn. | By Oliver Wendell Holmes. | Old Hundred | . The third page announces 
that the hymn is *‘To Be Sung by the Audience.” 

Headmaster Gardner of the Boston Latin School must have received an advance copy 

of the hymn for this purpose, for the June issue of T he Atlantic hdonthly was distributed 

on or about May 21, on which day the Harvard library received its copy direct from the 
publishers. 

OTHER LEAFLETS. 1861 


The fugitive printings of Holmes’s “Army Hymn” illustrate the futility of any at- 
tempt to establish priority of ephemeral material of this type. After all, there is no ad¬ 
vantage in proving that Mr. Wrigley, of New York, preceded by a few days, or hours, 
Mr. Partridge, of Boston, in offering to the public a cheap handbill containing the words 
of a song already widely distributed in print in The Atlantic Monthly for June 1861 and 
copied in the daily newspapers. Francis Gardner, revered headmaster of the Boston 
Latin School, led the whole field by printing the patriotic lines on the last page of his 
Prize Declamation program of May 25, 1861. The important fact to be registered is the 
first appearance of the hymn in print in the pages of The Atlantic Monthly for June 
1861, this issue apparently having been distributed to subscribers on May 21, on which 
day the publishers sent a copy to the Harvard library, allowing the hymn to be copied 
the same morning into the columns of the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company held its annual meeting on June 3, 
and the Reverend Mr. Lothrop preached the customary sermon; Holmes’s “Army 
Hymn” appeared printed on the program for this occasion the week after Mr. Gardner 
had used it for his Latin School exercises. Mr. Lothrop’s sermon was at once printed in 
pamphlet form, in which was included a reprint of the entire program of the Ancient 
and Honorable Artillery exercises, including Holmes’s hymn. 

There is one printed program having this hymn that has first-edition value. Two years 
later Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the emancipation of the slaves. Boston celebrated 
this act by a jubilee concert in its Music Hall, on New Year’s Day, 1863. An unexpected 
and unproclaimed feature of the occasion was the reading of a new poem (his “Boston 
Hymn”) by Ralph Waldo Emerson. The program for this concert included Holmes s 
“Army Hymn,” to be sung by Mr. Kreissmann to the music of Otto Dresel, composed 
for the occasion. Mr. Dresel’s score called for eight-line stanzas, and unfortunately 
Holmes’s hymn, as written, had but five four-line stanzas. The alternative was pre¬ 
sented either of omitting one of Dr. Holmes’s stanzas or asking him to write four more 
lines. Always ready to oblige, Holmes provided the additional lines “to give point to 
the hymn for this particular occasion. This program of 1863 is then an interesting first, 
printing the six-stanza form of the hymn. The sheet-music edition, with Dresel s score, 
bearing the copyright date 1863, is probably later, though unfortunately no entry for it 
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can be found in the copyright records, nor is the original deposit copy in the Library of 
Congress. 

The following separate printings of the five-stanza version have been noted: 

Army Hymn. | tRulej | By Oliver Wendell Holmes. | iRulej* 

Single sheet, yf x 5 inches, white laid writing paper, enclosed by box of printer’s double 
rules, 6i X 4 inches, verso blank. There is a copy in the collection of the American Anti¬ 
quarian Society. 

Army Hymn | [From the Atlantic Monthly for June.] | Tune—“Old 
Hundred.” 

Single sheet, 81^ x 5^ inches, white wove paper, enclosed by printer’s double rules, 
with corner ornaments, verso blank. At the foot; S. Chism,—Franklin Publishing 
House, Hawley-st., Boston. 

Army Hymn | By Oliver Wendell Holmes. | [As sung by the 2d Regi¬ 
ment, N.H.V.M., June 20th 1861.] | (Decorative rule] 

Single sheet, 5x6! inches, white wove paper. Two bars of the air of “Old Hundred” 
are followed by the text of the hymn in two columns. At the foot: Balch, Printer, 34 
School St., Boston. Brown University library has a copy. 

No. 708. I Army Hymn. | By Oliver Wendell Holmes. | (Tune.—Old 
Hundred). | [Wavyrulej 

Single sheet, 9x5! inches, white wove paper, enclosed by frame of printer’s orna¬ 
ments, verso blank. At the foot, below a rule: Published by Horace Partridge Wholesale 
Dealer in and Importer of Fancy Goods, Jewelry, Plated Ware, Yankee Notions, [Ctc., 
three linesj No. 27 Hanover Street, Boston, Nearly opposite American House. 

This is similar to Partridge’s printing of Holmes’s “Parting Hymn” (see page 103), 
taken from The Atlantic for August 1861 (this issue of the magazine was available in 

late July). The “Parting Hymn” is “No. 709.” Possibly the two were printed about the 
same time. Holmes himself possessed both. 

• I think that this printing is possibly the first; it looks like a printing Holmes might have had 
done for himself before the use of the poem by the Boston Latin School. The paper and the absence 
of an imprint and of a credit line for the magazine support this notion. Nothing conclusive can be 
inferred from the variations in punctuation and capitalization, although this printing is closer to 
the Latin School program than to The Atlantic Monthly text. It agrees with the former and differs 
from the latter at four points, and it differs from both at two points. It agrees with The Atlantic at 

T program is unique and correct, as the Boston Latin School 

should be, in having a semicolon instead of a comma after sword in the fourth stanza. All other 
printings arc closer to The Atlantic printing.— Ed. 
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Union War Songs. | (Eagle and flag] | Army Hymn. | By Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. | (Tune. Old Hundred.) | 14 bars (2 double bars) ofmusic] 

Patriotic envelope, white wove paper, 5* x 3* inches, printed in blue ink within a 
double-rule frame in red, the flag and eagle in red and blue. At foot of poem: Atlantic 
Monthly. Also found on patriotic letter paper. Copies noted in the Massachusetts His¬ 
torical Society, Brown University library, Johns Hopkins University library. 

The I Army Hymn. | No. 2. Air: Old Hundred. 

Single sheet, 10^ x 6J inches, cheap white wove paper, enclosed by a woodcut 
frame, with the arms of the United States at the top, from which depend at the sides 
American flags, supported at the foot by a Zouave at the left and a Negro at the right, 
verso blank. At the foot: H. De Marsan, Publisher, 54 Chatham Street, New-York. 

No. 812 .1 The I Army Hymn. | By Oliver Wendell Holmes. | Air.—Old 
Hundred. | (Ornamental rule.] 

Single sheet, 9^ x 5^ inches, cheap white wove paper, enclosed by decorative frame, 
with troubadour and his ladylove at the sides and cherubs below. At the foot (three 
lines) : J. Wrigley, Publisher, of Songs, Ballad’s and Toy Books [Ctc., etc.^ No. 27 
Chatham Street (Opposite City Hall Park) New York. There is another issue of the 
Wrigley leaflet with a rude but more appropriate border having the American flag as 
background. 

SIX STANZAS. 1863 

Boston Music Hall. | rRulei | Grand Jubilee Concert, | Thursday After¬ 
noon, January i, 1863, | In Honor Of | The Day! | The Proclamation! | 
The Emancipation Of The Slave! | The Spirit Of The Fathers And The 
Constitution! | tRulej (Jan. 1863) 

Contains on the third page: Dr. O.W.Holmes’s Army Hymn, for Solo and Chorus. 
O, Dresel. Solo, Mr. Kreissmann. 

Four-page announcement and program. Si x 5A inches, when folded, white wove 
paper, each page enclosed by a frame of printer’s rules, with corner ornaments. At the 
foot of the first page: S. Chism,—Franklin Printing House, 112 Congress Street. Of 
two copies in the Massachusetts Historical Society, one is on thinner paper than the 
other; the two are otherwise identical. The Harvard copy is on heavy paper; Mr. P. D. 
Howe’s, on thin paper. 

This program prints Holmes’s *‘Army Hymn” with an extra stanza (the next to the 
last). In a long account of the concert, Dwight's Journal of Music for January 10, 
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1863 (vol. XX, page 326), explains that this stanza was added to the song expressly for 
this performance “to give it point for the occasion, as well as to fit it to Mr. Dresel’s 
musical form,” which called for eight-line stanzas, thus forcing the alternative either 
of omitting one of the original four-line stanzas or of providing four new lines. The 
added stanza, not included in the song as printed in the editions of Holmes’s poems, 
is given here: 

No more its flaming emblems wave 
To bar from hope the trembling slave; 

No more its radiant glories shine 
To blast with woe a child of Thine! 

The last line of this verse in the sheet music reads “one child” (see page 503). 

Goodspeed’s Book Shop recently acquired a four-page leaflet, 5^ x 3J inches, when 
folded, white wove paper, containing on one page Holmes’s “Army Hymn” with the 
additional stanza and on another “Our Country,” the author not named. The other 
pages are blank. Holmes’s verses are headed: | Army Hymn. | By Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. | . The leaflet looks like the sort of thing that might be distributed among mem¬ 
bers of an audience expected to join in singing the songs. 


CURRENTS AND COUNTER-CURRENTS 


Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Science. With Other Ad¬ 
dresses and Essays. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, Parkman Professor of 
Anatomy and Physiology in Harvard University, Late Physician in the 
Massachusetts General Hospital, Member of the Society for Medical Ob¬ 
servation at Paris, Fellow of the Massachusetts Medical Society, Fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Boston: Ticknor and 


Fields. M Dccc lxi. 


(Apr. 1861) 


Entered for copyright March 15,1861, and copies deposited April ii. Published April 
13,1861 (manuscript Cost Book C204). Price $1.25. 


Leaf: yf x 4S inches, trimmed. Collation; xii, (3„ 406 pages, with inserted leaf after 
page [ii]. Sig. (a, in 6, with leaf inserted for the dedication, 1-17 in 12’s, the last leaf adver¬ 
tising Holmes’s writings on the recto and Ticknor and Fields’s “Household Library of 
Biography” on the verso. (There are also printed signature letters for printing in 8’s.) 
After the last signature follows a 16-page advertisement of Ticknor and Fields, dated 
April 1861. Page [i,, title-page, [ii,, copyright notice: 1861, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
in the District Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: University 
Press, Cambridge: Stereotyped and Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. After page [ii,, 
inserted leaf with dedication: To James Jackson, M.D., My Earliest Medical Teacher^ 
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Whose Friendship and Counsel Have Been Among the Chief Pleasures and Privileges 
of My Life, These Essays Are Affectionately and Respectfully Dedicated. Verso of in¬ 
sert, blank, [iiij-ix, Preface, dated Boston, January, i86i. (Xj, blank. [Xij, Contents. (Xiij, 
blank, (ij, half-title. [2], blank. i3]'4o6, text. [407, 408], advertisements as above. At the 
foot of page 406: Cambridge: Stereotyped and Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. 

Binding : Cloth, four colors noted (black, brown, green, maroon), in five cloth patterns, 
edges trimmed, chocolate end-papers sewed in, with one flyleaf at each end in addition 
to the free end-papers, both covers stamped in blind with triple lines at the borders; in 
the center, ornate shield with initials T & F. Spine lettered: | Currents And | Counter- 
Currents [Rule] O.W.Holmes ; at the foot; | Ticknor & Co |, 

The Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 540) has a presentation copy from Holmes (un¬ 
dated) in green cloth, not the normal pattern of blind-stamping. This copy has the last 
leaf of the last signature blank, thus lacking the advertisement customarily found on 
this leaf. The sides are stamped in blind with the intricate design of the familiar choco¬ 
late binding of Ticknor publications, without the firm’s initials used a few weeks earlier 
for Elsie Venner. The spine has Ticknor & Co at the foot. The advertising leaf is, how¬ 
ever, present in early copies of the book, such as the one presented to the Harvard li¬ 
brary by the publishers on the date of publication. The Harvard library also has a late 
issue in the normal patterned binding, but the shield omits the initials and the foot of 
the spine is lettered James R. Osgood & Co. The last leaf of the final signature, contain¬ 
ing the advertisement, has been cut away. 

Impressions : According to the publisher’s records the first impression was of 2,200 
copies; a second impression, of 175 copies, was put out in January 1878; and a third of 
160 copies, in December 1881. The plates were melted in May 1889. 

Incorrect printing: Copies exist in which errors, affecting the first forty-eight pages, 
were made in printing off the sheets. Such copies are in the Wilson collection and the 
collection of Mr. P, D. Howe. In the latter, pages 26-27, 42 ' 43 » 4^'47 missing, and 
pages 6-7,18-19,22-23 are repeated; in the Wilson copy, pages 1-3, 6-7, 9, 12-13,16,18-19, 
22-23 missing, and pages 30-31, 36-37, 26-27, 4®» 33? [4^r47» 42'43 repeated. 

Contents : 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Science. 

Homoeopathy, and its Kindred Delusions. 

Some More Recent Views on Homoeopathy. 

Puerperal Fever as a Private Pestilence. [Running 
title.') The Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever. 

The Position and Prospects of the Medical Student. 

Mechanism of Vital Actions. 

Valedictory Address Delivered to the Medical 

Graduates of Harvard University, March 10, 1858. 

This was the first collection of Holmes’s medical writings. All but the third and sixth 
of the above listed papers had been previously issued as pamphlets; the third was here 
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reprinted from The Atlantic Monthly, being a review of J. H. Pulte’s Homoeopathic 
Domestic Physician; the sixth first appeared in The North American Review. For ad¬ 
ditional information, consult Part III of the present bibliography. 

Contract: Holmes’s contract with the publisher has recently been added to the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. Dated December 27, i860, it indicates that the publisher is the 
owner of the plates and stipulates that Holmes is to receive twelve and a half cents on 
every copy sold. 

Apparently no title for the volume had been settled on, for the contract refers to the 
book as a volume of medical essays. 

ELSIE VENNER 

FIRST EDITION 

Elsie Venner: A Romance of Destiny. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, Au¬ 
thor of “The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table,” Etc. In Two Volumes. 
Volume I. [II.1 Boston; Ticknor and Fields, m dccc lxi. (Feb. 1861) 

Entered for copyright February ii, 1861, and copies deposited February 13. Published 
February 16,1861 (manuscript Cost Book C199).Price (two volumes) $1.75. 

Leaf: 7-^^ x 41^ inches, trimmed. Collation: Vol. i: 288 pages in twelve gatherings 
of twelve leaves each, but the printed signature numbers provide for printing in 8’s. 
Page [i], blank, [iij, advertisement of Holmes’s writings, [iiij, half-title, [ivj, blank. 
[V], title-page, [vij, copyright notice; 1861, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, in the District 
Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: Riverside, Cambridge: Stereo¬ 
typed and Printed by H. O. Houghton. [Viij, dedication: To the Schoolmistress Who 
Has Furnished Some Outlines Made Use of in These Pages and Elsewhere, This Story 
Is Dedicated by Her Oldest Scholar. (Viiij, blank, [ixj, x. Preface, dated Boston, January, 
i86i. (xi], xii. Contents. [131-288, text. Vol. ii: 312 pages in thirteen gatherings of twelve 
leaves each, the signature numbers providing, however, for printing in 8’s. Page [i], title- 
page. [iij, copyright and printer’s notes as in volume i. [iiij, iv, Contents. (5]'3i2, text. 

Binding: Chocolate cloth, edges trimmed, chocolate end-papers, covers stamped in 
blind with the Ticknor and Fields characteristic design for the chocolate covers. Spine 
lettered: | Elsie | Venner | [RulC] | O.W. Holmes | Vol. I. [IIj |; at the foot: | Ticknor & 
Co. I. In each volume a white flyleaf is found at front and back. 

Advertisements: The leaf advertising Holmes’s writings lists Currents and Counter- 
Currents as “Nearly Ready.” The early impressions of Elsie Venner have, bound at the 
end of the second (occasionally in the first) volume, a sixteen-page advertisement of 
the publications of Ticknor and Fields; this advertisement bears in some cases the date 
January 1861 and, in more numerous cases, February 1861. 

A presentation copy (undated) from Holmes to Dr. Henry Jacob Bigelow (in the 
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Boston Medical Library) contains the January advertisement. The undated presentation 
copies to his son (Harvard library), James Russell Lowell (Wilson collection, vol. ii, 
page 539 ). Hawthorne and Whittier (Berg collection. New York Public Library) all 
have the February advertisement. Holmes apparently presented copies to all the mem¬ 
bers of the Saturday Club. John Murray Forbes, who had already bought one, acknowl¬ 
edged his presentation copy on March 4, on which day Dr. Jacob Bigelow also ac¬ 
knowledged his copy. (Both letters are in the Harvard Holmes collection.) In a letter to 
S. Weir Mitchell, February 25, Holmes says he will send him the book. One infers, 
then, that the presentation copies were sent out between February 25 and March 3. 

Early copies have perfect type as follows: Vol. i: page px,. It was; page (I3,, richer; 

page 23, line 8, all; line 9, it’s; Vol. ii: page 38, upon, that, and panther; page 66, Double; 

page 85, the running head; page 96, line i, with a; line 2, noble. Later copies have broken 

type at one or all of these points; and still later ones show the r in richer and the / in all 
replaced. 

Impressions: The publishers records show that six impressions of the two-volume 
edition were issued from i86i to 1866, comprising a total of 7,850 copies; the same plates 
were then used for a single-volume edition, of which twenty-five impressions are re¬ 
corded from 1869 to 1890, with a total of 13,660 copies. (The type was reset for the 
new Riverside edition, see page 232.) In addition to these regular editions, the novel 
appeared from the same plates, as a volume of the Riverside Paper Series, first in 1885 as 
No, 4 and then in 1890 as No, 14, these being noted at page 102; in this form twenty-nine 

impressions were issued with a total of some 20,250 copies. The plates were melted in 
July 1901. 

Contract: Holmes’s contract with the publisher has recently been added to the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. Dated December 31, i860, it indicates that the publisher is 
the owner of the plates and that Holmes is to receive twenty cents for every copy sold. 

Corrections: Mr. Parkman D, Howe has a copy containing corrections, in pencil, 
made by Holmes, fifteen in the first volume, four in the second; the 1883 impression em¬ 
bodies most of these corrections. 

In his second preface to Elsie Venner, dated January 23, 1883 (printed in the River¬ 
side edition of Holmes’s Writings, vol. v, page 9), Holmes refers to a friend’s clever 
and appropriate designation of the romance as a “medicated novel.” This, the author’s 
first effort in fiction, was well under way when his series of table talks as Professor was ^ 
scarcely off the press. It first appeared with the title, “The Professor’s Story,” in The 
Atlantic Monthly, from January 1860 to and including the April issue of 1861. At various 
times, while the novel was still popular, Holmes received letters describing pathological 
cases having apparent similarity to that of Elsie Venner. Holmes’s response to one of 
these, dated September 10, i860 (Harvard library), declares: 

The character of Elsie is essentially imaginary. Not the less am I pleased with the curious 
note you send me concerning the snake-child. There are various facts of this kind which 
serve to give a kind of plausibility to my story, and this is all I want. 
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The poet Whittier wrote to Holmes on August 2, i860 (Library of Congress) : 

Have I ever written thee anent thy “Story”? If not, I have meant to. It has profoundly 
interested me. The conception of Elsie Venner is one of the most striking in all romance. The 
moral bearings of her case are deeply suggestive. 

Continued interest in the novel was such as to suggest its being dramatized, and on 
the evening of May 17, 1865, Mrs. D. P. Bowers appeared on the stage of the Boston 
Theatre in the role of Elsie, in a play written for her by George H. Miles. In its obituary 
notice of her, the Boston Evening Transcript, September 9,1895, described her as at one 
time one of the leading emotional actresses of the American stage. The charm and art¬ 
istry of Mrs, Bowers, however, could not make the play a success. After the first per¬ 
formance, the Transcript reported on May 18 that the play would be repeated that eve¬ 
ning somewhat abridged and improved, “and thus rendered much more effective than 
on its first representation,” but in spite of this tinkering it was withdrawn after a few 
days. A reproduction of the playbill for the first performance (from the Harvard 
Theatre collection) faces page 444. The play was apparently never put into print and 
published, although a printed title-page was deposited for copyright May 31, 1865 (vol. 
XL, page 390, of the copyright records). 

ENGLISH EDITION 

Elsie Venner. A Romance of Destiny. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, Au¬ 
thor of “The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table,” Etc. Etc. Cambridge: 
Macmillan and Co. And 23, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, Lon¬ 
don. (Mar. 1861) 

Announced as published “this day” in the Publishers Circular, March i, 1861, page 
III. Leaf: 6 A x inches. Collation: viii, 376 pages, with 16 pages of advertisements 
(dated 10.10.60) in addition. Signature A in 4, B-Z and AA in 8’s, and BB in 4, fol¬ 
lowed by A (advertisements) in 8. The verso of the title-page has the note: London: 
Printed by R. Clay, Son, and Taylor, Bread Street Hill. Pages ^Vj-vi contain the Preface, 
which except for the second sentence and the date line at the end is the same as in the 
American edition. The second sentence reads: “The kind reception of two previous vol¬ 
umes in England has induced the Author to comply with the request of Messrs. Mac¬ 
millan and Company to place early sheets in their hands for publication.” The date 
line is “Boston, U.S. of America, January, i86i.” Binding: Red cloth, pink end-papers, 
the spine lettered in gilt: [ Elsie | Venner | (Rulcj | Holmes. | fTrefoil in blind, | ; at the 
foot: I Macmillan & |6/- | . The copy seen (Wesleyan University library) has a 

binder’s ticket pasted on the rear end-paper: “Bound By Burn 37 & 38 Kirby S^” It has 
also the embossed stamp of a bookseller on the front free end-paper: “Rollo & Adam 
Booksellers 61, King Toronto.” 
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FRENCH TRANSLATION. 1862 

E.-D. Forgues [Wavy rule] Elsie Vernier La sorciere a I’ambre iRulci 
Imitations de Tanglais [Publisher’s device] Paris Collection Hetzel 
[Rule] J. Hetzel [Rule] Librairie Claye (Rulej 15 Rue Jacob (? 1862) 

With Note preliminaire,” dated “octobre 1861,” this abridgment of Holmes’s novel 
first appeared in Revue des deux mondes, Paris, 15 juin and i juillet, 1861, 2® periode, 
tom. 33, page 930, and tom. 34, page 67. 

The translation of Holmes’s story appears at pages [51-150. The volume in the Holmes 
collection has 1861 advertisements which print announcements for 1863-1864, a fact 
which suggests that the book was not published until 1862 in spite of the early date of 
the preliminary note, 

REVISED EDITION. 1 883 

Elsie Venner.—A Romance of Destiny by Oliver Wendell Holmes 
[Publisher’s device] Boston Houghton, Mifflin and Company New 
York: ii East Seventeenth Street The Riverside Press, Cambridge 
1883 (Mar. 1883) 

New preface, dated January 23, 1883. The publisher’s records (Sheet Stock Books, 
vol. IV, page 107) list this as of March 3, 1883. Price $2.00. 

Leaf: 7i x 5 inches, trimmed. Collation: Pages [iiij-xiii, verso of xiii blank, (ixj-xi, 
verso of xi blank, [i3]'596. Binding: The standard uniform binding, dark green beveled 
cloth, gilt top, with winged tea urn in gold on the front, in blind on the back cover. 
Impressions: For this edition, the plates (corrected and restored, and with altered pag¬ 
ing) of the 1861 edition were used. (Of nineteen manuscript corrections made by 
Holmes in a first edition of this book, owned by Mr. P. D. Howe, all but three were 
made for this impression.) For a record of the number of impressions and copies printed 
from these plates, see page 100. New plates were made for the Riverside edition, 1891. 

RIVERSIDE PAPER SERIES. 1 885 

Elsie Venner. [Rulei A Romance of Destiny By Oliver Wendell 

Holmes [Publisher’s device] Boston Houghton, Mifflin and Company 

New York: ii East Seventeenth Street The Riverside Press, Cam- 

(June 1885) 

On the paper cover: The Riverside Paper Series. Number 4. June 27, 1885. Issued 
Weekly ... Single numbers 50 cents.... 

Leaf: 7 x 4^ inches, trimmed. Collation: [4], 596 pages, the verso of 596 blank, fol- 


bridge 1885 
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lowed by a twelve-page advertisement of Houghton, Mifflin publications. Printed from 
the repaged, corrected (1883) original plates. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records show that twelve impressions were issued in 
this form, as No. 4 of the series, from 1885 to 1887, comprising a total of 9,950 copies; in 
January 1890, it was reissued as No. 14 of the same series, and seventeen additional im¬ 
pressions were made from that date to the year 1900, embracing 10,300 additional copies. 
The plates were then melted. 


POSTHUMOUS REPRINT 

(Elsie Venner Cambricdge Classics Boston and New York Hough¬ 
ton, Mifflin and Company 1903.] 

Advertised in Publishers' Weekly, March 28, 1903; xvi, 487 pages, cloth, fi.oo. The 
only note of this edition seen in the publisher’s records is in the Riverside Press files 
where the first date is October 20,1920, 500 copies, bound from Riverside edition sheets, 
price $1.75 crossed out and $2.00 inserted. 


PARTING HYMN 


No. 709 .1 Holmes’ | Parting Hymn. | By Oliver W. Holmes. | “Dundee. 


ff 


[ 


Wavy rule 


) 


(July } 1861) 


Without date. At the foot below a rule: | Published by | Horace Partridge, Whole¬ 
sale Dealer In And Importer Of ] Fancy Goods, Jewelry, Plated Ware, Yankee Notions, 
Sta- I tionery, Soaps, Perfumery, Fireworks, Toys, National | Flags, Songs, Emblem 


Pins, Stationery Packages, &c. 
American House. 


No. 27 Hanover Street, Boston. | Nearly opposite 


Single sheet, 9x5! inches, white wove paper, verso blank. Printed in single column, 
within frame of printer’s ornaments. At the foot of the text:—Atlantic Monthly. A 
copy is in the Harvard Holmes collection. 

The text is identical with that in The Atlantic Monthly (the August number), except 
for one difference in punctuation. 


SANITARY COMMISSION 


Associate Members | of the | United States Sanitary Commission | Meet¬ 
ing in Boston. ] (Ornamented rulei | Address to the Public. (Dec. 1861) 


Dated at the end: Boston, Dec, 2, 1861. 

Four-page leaflet, 9} x 7* inches when folded, white wove paper, printed on all 
four pages, the heading above appearing on page (i,. On page 2, Holmes is listed at the 
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head of the Committee on Addresses. And on page 4 appears the record: “At a meeting 
of the Associate Members of the United States Sanitary Commission held ... November 
27th, 1861, the above address to the public, presented by Dr. Holmes, from the Commit¬ 
tee on Addresses, was accepted, and ordered to be printed.” The whole is signed by 
G. S. Hillard, Secretary, and E. H. Derby, Chairman. 

Copies are in the Harvard Medical School and Yale Medical School libraries. 


THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 


City of Boston. | [Rulei | Eighty-Fifth | Anniversary of American Inde¬ 
pendence, I July 4, (Seal of the City of Boston] 1861. 


[Rules across the 

In 


page] Order of Exercises | Before The | City Council of Boston, 

The I Music Hall, Thursday, July 4, 1861. | [Rule] | The Singing Will 
Be Performed By A Choir Of Pupils Selected From The Grammar 
Schools, I Under The Direction Of Charles Butler. | [Rule] Mr. H. M. 


Dow will Preside at the Organ. 


(July 1861) 


Contains, on the second page, “The Star-Spangled Banner, Third verse by O. W. 
Holmes.”; on the third page, “Army Hymn by O. W. Holmes.” 


Four-page program, 9^! x inches when folded, each printed page enclosed by 
double rules, with corner ornaments. At the foot of the first page inside the frame: J. E. 
Farwell & Co., Printers, 32 Congress Street, Boston. A copy is in the Wilson collection 
(vol.ii, page 538). 

See Appendix 3 for the story of this extra stanza. 


VIVE LA FRANCE! 

The Address of Mr. Everett and the Poem of Dr. O.W. Holmes, at the 
Dinner Given to H.I.H. Monseigneur the Prince Napoleon, Septem¬ 
ber 25th, 1861. Cambridge: Privately Printed. 1861. (Oct. i86r) 

Copies presented by Everett are dated October 29 (Harvard library and Massachu¬ 
setts Historical Society); Holmes acknowledged the receipt of copies in a letter to 
Everett dated October 30 (Massachusetts Historical Society). 

Leaf: 8J x 5^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: 20 pages, in one signature. Page [i], 
title-page, (iij, printer’s note: Riverside, Cambridge: Printed by H. O. Houghton, [iiij, 
iv. Introductory Note, dated at end: Boston, October 4th, 1861. Address of Mr. 

Everett. [lyj, half-title: Poem by O.W .Holmes. [18], blank. [I9J-20, Vive la France! A 
Sentiment offered at the dinner to H.I.H. the Prince Napoleon, at the Revere House, 
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Sept. 25th, 1861, by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Binding: Buff paper boards, white end¬ 
papers, with title on the front cover as on the title-page, but within triple rules. 

TRANSLATION 

Vive La France! | Toast | Porte Au Diner Offert A S.A.I. Le Prince Na¬ 
poleon I A La Revere House De Boston | Le 25 Septembre 1861 Par 
Olivier Wendell Holmes, | Traduit En Fran^ais j Par Maunsell B. Field, 

De Nfw-York, | Chevalier De La Legion D’Honneur. | [Ornamental 
rule] (1861 ?) 

Four-page leaflet, yif x 4^ inches, white wove paper, last page blank. At the foot of 
page 3, below a rule: Imprimerie de H. De Mareil, 40, Howard Street, New-York. A 
copy in the Brown University library is inscribed in ink at the head of the first page: 
Rich 4 Grant White, Esq*‘i From his friend Maunsell B Field. The New-York Histori¬ 
cal Society also has a copy. 

Mr. Field was Assistant Secretary of the Navy from 1863 to 1865. At the time of Prince 
Napoleon’s visit Field served as his guide while the party was in New York, as de¬ 
scribed in Memories of Many Men and Some Women, being Personal Recollections of 
Maunsell B. Field, 1874. Mr. Field reprinted this translation in his Memories of Many 
Men, stating that he had read it at a dinner to the admiral commanding the French 
fleet on the North American station. 


1862 


BORDER LINES 

Border Lines of Knowledge in Some Provinces of Medical Science. An 
Introductory Lecture, Delivered before the Medical Class of Harvard 
University, November 6th, i86i. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., 
Parkman Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. Boston: Ticknor and 
Fields. 1862. (Jan. 1862) 

The lecture closes with Holmes’s poem, “The Two Armies.” 

Entered for copyright and copies deposited January 17, 1862. Published January 22, 
1862; price 50 cents (manuscript Cost Book C242). Robert C. Winthrop’s letter ac¬ 
knowledging a presentation copy is dated January 18 (Harvard Holmes collection). 

Leaf: yf x 4J inches, trimmed. Collation: [4,, 80 pages, comprising a preliminary 
gathering of two leaves, followed by six gatherings of six leaves each and a final gather- 
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mg of four. Printed signatures are provided for printing either in 8*s (letters) or 12’s 
(numbers), but neither series corresponds to the actual fold. The preliminary gathering 
comprises the title-page, preceded by a leaf of which the recto is blank and the verso 
contains an advertisement of Holmes’s Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, uniform with this volume. The verso of the title-page contains the copyright no¬ 
tice: 1862, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, in the District Court of the District of Massa¬ 
chusetts, and printer’s note: Cambridge; Welch, Bigelow, and Company, Printers to the 
University. Page [ij, letter to Holmes, dated College Library, November 22,1861, from 
a committee of students asking that the lecture be published, with Holmes’s reply, dated 
Boston, November 25, i86i. [2j, blank. [3], To the Reader. [4j, blank. [5]-8o, text. At 
the foot of page 80: Cambridge; Stereotyped and Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. 

Binding : Usually chocolate cloth, but noted also in black, green, and maroon, in three 
cloth patterns, edges trimmed, chocolate end-papers sewed in, with one flyleaf at each 
end in addition to the free end-papers. Both covers stamped in blind with triple lines at 
the edges, ornaments at the corners, and ornate shield in the center, with initials T&F. 
Spine lettered: | Border | Lines | [Rulej | O.W.Holmes | ; at the foot: | Ticknor & Co | . 
A remainder binding has been noted in green cloth with the HO&Co. monogram at the 
foot of the spine. 

Copies: The publisher’s records (manuscript Cost Book C242) note that 1,500 copies 
were printed. The plates were melted in 1902 (Riverside Press files). 

MEDICAL DIRECTIONS 

Medical Directions Written For Governor Winthrop By Ed: Stafford, 
of London, In 1643. iRulei With Notes, By O.W. Holmes, M.D. (Rulei 
Reprinted from the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

(Rulei Boston: Printed by John Wilson and Son, 22, School Street. 1862. 

(May } 1862) 

Robert C. Winthrop acknowledged the receipt of his copy in a letter to Holmes (Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection), dated May 6,1862. 

Leaf: x 5I inches. Collation: 23 pages, verso of 23 blank. Sig. [ij-3 in 4 s. Page 

[I], title-page. [2], blank. [3]-7, text, with running title (recto) : “Receipts to Cure Vari¬ 
ous Disorders,” with date, “London May 6th 1643,” at end, and facsimile of signature 
of Stafford. 8-23, notes and comments with running titles (recto) : Dr. Holmes on Dr. 
Stafford’s Receipts; (verso) : Massachusetts Historical Society. 

Binding: Light brown wrappers, with title exactly as on title-page but enclosed by 

printer’s rules with ornaments at the corners. 

For a further account of this production, see page 489. 
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NOW OR NEVER 

NOW OR NEVER. | by dr. o. w. holmes. (July ? 1862) 

Without date or place of printing. The title of the poem was changed later to “Never 
or Now.” 

Single sheet, 7^^ x 4J inches, cheap cream-colored wove paper, verso blank. The only 
copies located are in the New York Public Library and the Wilson collection (vol. ii, 
page 542). 

This leaflet and the printing of “Thus Saith the Lord” (see page 113) are practically 
the same in typography, paper, and general form. 

This poem, “Now or Never,” was read at the Harvard Phi Beta Kappa dinner of 
July 17,1862, and “Thus Saith the Lord” at a Ward Six meeting in Boston, on August 
28,1862; accounts of the two occasions are given at pages 359 and 400. It is wholly im¬ 
probable that the Phi Beta Kappa leaflet was distributed at the dinner, and not likely 
that the second leaflet was used at the Ward Six meeting. The newspaper printings of 
the poems in the Boston Daily Advertiser (July 18 and August 30) and the Boston 
Evening Transcript (July i8 and August 29) differ from the leaflets only in slight mat¬ 
ters of punctuation, with woe in the second poem spelled wo in both papers. Although 
these differences do not wholly disprove the use of the leaflets as copy, in neither case 
were the leaflets and the newspaper printings from the same settings of type. Introduc¬ 
tory lines for “Now or Never,” read at the Phi Beta Kappa dinner but not printed in 
the leaflet, are at page 359. 


POEMS. BLUE AND GOLD 


The Poems of Oliver Wendell Holmes. iFleuron and 
Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1862. 


publisher’s device] 
(Oct. 1862) 


Blue and Gold edition. Entered for copyright and copies deposited August 22, 1862. 
Published October 18,1862 (manuscript Cost Book C279). Price: 75 cents. 


Leaf: 5^ (scant) x 3! inches, trimmed. Collation: xi, [i,, 410 pages, comprising a 
preliminary gathering of six leaves, followed by ii)-i2, [13,-25 in 8’s, 26 in 4, and 27 in 4 
of which the second and fourth leaves are blank, the third having on the recto the ad¬ 
vertisement, “Books Published in Blue and Gold, by Ticknor and Fields.” The final 
signature is sometimes in 2, the advertisement not being present. Page ji,, title-page, 
enclosed in printer’s plain rules. ,2,, copyright notice: 1862, by Ticknor and Fields, in 
the District Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: University Press: 
Welch, Bigelow, and Company, Cambridge. [iii,-v. To My Readers [poem, dated:, 
April 8, 1862. [Vi,, blank. [Vii,-xi, Contents. (Xii,, blank. [1,-402, text. [403,-410, Notes. 
At the foot of page 410: Cambridge: Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. [411-412,, blank! 
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advertisement as noted above. [414-416), blank, followed by advertisement as 
noted below. 

Portrait frontispiece: Steel-engraved, full-length portrait of Holmes standing, right 
hand resting on balustrade. 

Binding: Ticknor’s characteristic “Blue and Gold” binding, blue cloth, gilt edges, 
chocolate end-papers sewed in, with one flyleaf at each end in addition to the free end¬ 
papers, covers stamped in blind with decorative design, title in decorative frame, in gilt, 
on the spine: | Poems | O.W.Holmes | ; at the foot: | Ticknor &e Co | . 

Advertisement: In addition to the one-page advertisement noted above as on the third 
leaf of the final signature, a sixteen-page advertisement, dated August 1862, printed on 
a separate signature, is bound at the end, containing “A List of Books Published by 
Ticknor and Fields.” 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note thirteen impressions, from 1862 to 1879, 
comprising some 12,500 copies, in this style. In 1863 the Blue and Gold plates were used 
for a Cabinet edition, see page 118 (manuscript Cost Book D36). 

Contract: No original contract for this volume has been located. A contract, dated 
May 13,1867, for a one-volume 32“® edition of Holmes’s poems has recently been added 
to the Harvard Holmes collection. It stipulates that the author is to receive ten cents on 
every copy sold. 

Longfellow, Whittier, and Lowell had already been presented to the public in the 
attractive garb of the Blue and Gold editions, and now it was the turn of Holmes. There 
may have been a clever stroke of merchandising in thus delaying his appearance and giv¬ 
ing to Songs in Many Keys, published about a year earlier, the advantage of the Christ¬ 
mas sales of 1861 and the public appreciation of the intervening months. The new col¬ 
lection embraced the poems contained in the second issue of the 1849 edition of his 
poems (see page 41) and those of Songs in Many Keys (see page 109). Added to these 
were two poems here first collected, the introductory lines on page [iiij, “To My 
Readers,” and “Voyage of the Good Ship Union,” a timely and patriotic class-dinner 
poem, inserted close to the end of the volume. For neither of these two poems was the 
printing here a first appearance, for both had been printed in The Atlantic Monthly, 
the first in July 1862, ^e second in March of the same year. Holmes omitted from this 
volume three of the poems which were included in the second edition (1859) of the 
Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829 (namely, “A Song of ‘Twenty-Nine, An Im¬ 
promptu—Not Premeditated,” and “Remember—Forget”); Astreea is still represented 
only by the selections gathered under the heading, “Pictures from Occasional Poems. 
The Notes printed at the end are those of the 1849 edition, and the note on Agnes is 
from Songs in Many Keys. 
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SONGS IN MANY KEYS 


Songs in Many Keys. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. Boston: Ticknor and 
Fields. 1862. (Nov. 1861) 

Entered for copyright November 15, 1861, and copies deposited November 22. Pub¬ 
lished November 23,1861; price $1.25 (manuscript Cost Book C223). 

Leaf: x 4S inches, trimmed. Collation: x, 308 pages, comprising a preliminary 

gathering of five leaves, the fifth inserted, followed by sig. 1-12 in 12’s, 13 in 6, [I4] in 4; 
also with a second set of signatures (letters) for printing in 8’s. The conjugate half of 
the fifth leaf has usually been cut cleanly away, but in some copies fragments may be 
seen just before the title-page, and in one copy it was pasted beneath the front pastedown. 
Page (i], title-page, [iij, copyright notice: 1861, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, in the Dis¬ 
trict Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: University Press, Cam¬ 
bridge: Stereotyped and Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. piij, dedication: To the 
Most Indulgent of Readers, the Kindest of Critics, My Beloved Mother, All That Is 
Least Unworthy of Her in This Volume Is Dedicated by Her Affectionate Son. (ivj, 
blank. (Vj, introductory poem: “The piping of our slender, peaceful reeds,” dated May 
ist, 1861.* [Vij, blank, (viij-x. Contents. [i]'305, text. (306], blank. i307]-3o8. Note to 
“Agnes.” At the foot of page 308: Cambridge: Stereotyped and Printed by Welch, Bige¬ 
low, & Co, 

Binding: Usually violet-blue cloth, three cloth patterns noted, beveled gilt top, other 
edges trimmed, chocolate end-papers sewed in, with one flyleaf at each end in addition 
to the free end-paper. Both covers stamped in blind, with ornament and frame of rules, 
with leaves at the corners, spine lettered with the title enclosed in oak-leaf frame: | Songs 
I In I Many | Keys. | [Rulej | O.W.Holmes | ; at the foot: | Ticknor & Co | . Also with 
some frequency in green cloth, of which two cloth patterns have been noted. Also in 
dark blue, pinkish red, and dark red. 

Advertisement: A sixteen-page advertisement is usually found sewed in at the back, 
dated November 1861, listing the book as in press. Three copies in the Harvard library 
are without advertisements, one being from Holmes’s own library and two (one the 
dedication copy) being presentation copies from Holmes. 

Impressions: The publisher’s manuscript records note eight impressions issued from 
1861 to 1874, comprising 4,260 copies. The plates were melted in September 1884. 

Contract : Holmes’s contract, October ii, 1861, with the publisher has recently been 
added to the Harvard Holmes collection. The publisher is to own the plates, and 
Holmes is to receive ten per cent of the retail price on every copy sold after the first 1,000. 

Thirteen years had passed since Ticknor, in November 1848, had published the at¬ 
tractive volume of Holmes’s earlier poems. During these years the doctor had added to 


• The book was going through the press as early as May. An explanation of the delay appears on 
a manuscript of this prologue now in the Harvard library. See page 379. 
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the pleasure of numerous public occasions by reciting fitting verses, and from 1857 to 
1859 had accjuired considerable fame as the Autocrat and the Professor in the pages of 
The Atlantic Monthly, where much of his best poetic work first appeared; such as his 
poems, “The Deacon’s Masterpiece,” “The Boys,” and “The Chambered Nautilus ” 
There had been, since 1848, a certain steady demand for the volume of early verse, re¬ 
sulting in reimpressions of from five hundred to a thousand copies each year, and by 
1862 it was high time the public had a volume containing his later poems, a need ful¬ 
filled by the publication of the work here described. Holmes did not include, in its 
complete form, the long Yale Phi Beta Kappa poem Astrcea, although it had been print¬ 
ed, in 1852, in the English edition of his collected poems. From it he selected seven frag- 
ments, gave to each of them a title, and under the general title, “Pictures from Occa¬ 
sional Poems,” combined them with the six essential portions of the long privately 
printed poem, The Heart's Own Secret, described at page 63. He omitted several of 
the class-dinner poems, perhaps considered too intimate for the general public. (The 
poem given the title “Class of ’29” in this collection was later called “Our Indian Sum¬ 
mer.”) Five poems read at the close of the Lowell Institute lectures in 1853 (see page 
534) were added to “The Hudson” (read after a lecture in Albany, in 1854) to form the 
group under the title “Vignettes.” Eleven poems are here first printed, the titles starred 
in the list which follows: 


Contents ; 


^[Prologue, page (v) ,, May ist, 1861. 

*Agnes. 

The Ploughman. 

A Poem for the Dedication of the Pittsfield Cemetery. 
Pictures from Occasional Poems. 

[From Astnea.^ 

Spring. 

The Study. 

The Bells. 

Non-Resistance. 

The Moral Bully. 

The Mind’s Diet. 

Our Limitations. 

[From The Heart's Own Secret.-^ 


The Old Player. 

The Island Ruin. 

The Banker’s Dinner. 

The Mysterious Illness. 

A Mother’s Secret. 

The Disappointed Statesman. 
The Secret of the Stars. 
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*To Governor Swain. 

To an English Friend. 

Vignettes. [From Lectures on the English Poets.] 

After a Lecture on Wordsworth. 

*After a Lecture on Moore. 

*Aiter a Lecture on Keats. 

*A£ter a Lecture on Shelley. 

*At the Close of a Course of Lectures. 

The Hudson. 

A Poem for the Meeting of the American Medical Association. 
The New Eden. 

A Sentiment. (“A triple health.”] 

Semicentennial Celebration of the New England Society. 

Ode for Washington’s Birthday. 

Class of ’29. 

For the Meeting of the Burns Club, 

For the Burns Centennial Celebration. 

Birthday of Daniel Webster. 

Meeting of the Alumni of Harvard College. 

The Parting Song. 

Boston Common.—Three Pictures. 

Latter-Day Warnings. 

Prologue. 

The Old Man of the Sea. 

Ode for a Social Meeting, with Slight Alterations by a Teetotaler. 
The Deacon’s Masterpiece: or the Wonderful “One-Hoss Shay.” 
iEstivation. 

Contentment. 

Parson Turell’s Legacy. 

De Sauty. 

The Old Man Dreams. 

Mare Rubrum. 

What We All Think. 

Spring Has Come. 

A Good Time Going! 

The Last Blossom. 

“The Boys.” 

The Opening of the Piano. 

Midsummer. 

A Parting Health. To J. L. Motley. 

*A Good-By. To J. R. Lowell. 
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At a Birthday Festival. To J. R. Lowell. 

A Birthday Tribute. To J. F. Clarke. 

The Gray Chief. 

The Last Look. 

*In Memory of Charles W^entworth Upham, Junior. 

^Martha. 

Sun and Shadow. 

The Chambered Nautilus. 

The Two Armies. 

For the Meeting of the National Sanitary Association. 

Musa. 

The Voiceless. 

The Crooked Footpath. 

The Two Streams. 

Robinson of Leyden. 

Saint Anthony the Reformer. 

Avis. 

Iris, Her Book. 

Under the Violets. 

The Promise. 

The Living Temple. 

Hymn of Trust. 

A Sun-Day Hymn. 

A Voice of the Loyal North. 

Brother Jonathan’s Lament for Sister Caroline. 

Under the Washington Elm, Cambridge. 

International Ode. 

^Freedom, Our Queen. 

Army Hymn. 

Parting Hymn. 

The Flower of Liberty. 

The Sweet Little Man. 

Vive La France! 

Union and Liberty. 

A fairly careful checking of the text reveals that Holmes devoted some attention to 
the editing of this volume. The forty-two poems that had been printed in The Atlantic 
"Monthly received practically no revision, although one stanza was omitted from ‘‘What 
We All Think” and two lines were added to “Prologue”; aside from this, there are only 
six alterations (of single words) of the Atlantic text. 

A comparison of the poems derived from The Heart*s Own Secret with the privately 
printed issue shows careful revision in this group. The Astrira fragments underwent a 

[ II2 ] 



EDITIONS AND LEAFLETS 


few changes in words and single lines, as did some of the other poems that had pre¬ 
viously appeared in print; in “The New Eden” one stanza was revised and one omitted 
from the earlier printings. 

The dedication to the author’s mother on page [iiij of the volume was unintentionally 
plagiarized by Mark Twain, when he published his Innocents Abroad; Clemens told 
the story of this plagiarism at the Holmes breakfast of December 3, 1879, his remarks 
being reported in The Literary World (Boston) for December 20, 1879 (vol. x, page 

436)- 


THUS SAITH THE LORD. 


THUS SAITH THE LORD, I OFFER THEE THREE THINGS. 




BY DR. O. W. HOLMES. (Aug. ? 1862) 

Without date or place of printing. 

Single sheet, 8x4! inches, cheap cream-colored wove paper, verso blank. In all 
copies seen the quotation marks before the first word of the title are absent. 

Copies arc in Brown University library. New York Public Library, the Wilson col¬ 
lection (vol. 11, page 546), and the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. 

This leaflet and the similar printing of “Now or Never,” described above, are practi¬ 
cally identical in typography, paper, and general form, as noted and commented on at 
page 107. 

An account of the circumstances that were the occasion of the poem appears at pages 
399-400. 



FOURTH OF JULY ORATION 

FIRST QUARTO (PRIVATE) EDITION 

Oration ] Delivered Before | The City Authorities Of Boston, | On The 
Fourth Of July, 1863, | By j Oliver Wendell Holmes. | iRulei | Private 
Copy. I [Rule] | Boston: | J. E. Farwell And Company, Printers, | 37 
Congress Street, | 1863. (July 1863) 

Leaf: ii* x 9 inches, trimmed. Collation: ,8), 71 pages. Page [ij, title-page. 2 
blank. 13,, note explaining the character and origin of the issue and certifying (as quoted 
below) to the number of copies printed. [4,, blank. (5), half-title: Oration. ,6,, blank. 7 
1 Principal Alterations | In the Address as Delivered and Printed.]. (8,, blank, 
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text. [72], blank. At the head of the first page of the text: | [Private Copy.] | Oration. | 
Fellow-Citizens and Friends: | It is our first impulse 

Binding : Full brown morocco, gilt edges, spatter-spiral marbled end-papers, with two 
flyleaves at each end in addition to the free end-papers. Both covers have three plain 
rules, in gilt, at the borders, enclosing an elaborate design in blind; the front cover 
usually has the name of the recipient, in gilt, in the center, the back cover having, in its 
center, the printer’s initials | J.E.F. & Co | , within an ornamental cross in blind. The 
spine has panels, with design in gilt, but no lettering. The Boston Medical Library has 
a copy in brown cloth, blind-stamped with the same pattern as the leather bindings. 

Copies : The note on the third preliminary page certifies the number of copies printed: 
*‘By the liberality of the City Authorities, twelve copies, of which this is one, were print¬ 
ed, and placed at the author’s disposal. No others were struck off, with the exception of 
those which the printers were allowed to preserve as typographical specimens.” The 
earliest presentation copy yet to be noted was given by Holmes to the Massachusetts His¬ 
torical Society, July 31,1863. Of ten copies located, seven are in private or in institutional 
libraries. 

FIRST QUARTO VARIANTS 

The above description is of the normal copy of the first issue. Two variant copies of 
this issue exist, which are alike in binding, both in brown morocco, stamped with a pat¬ 
tern different from that described above. 

1. The first variant, a prepublication state of the first issue, is in the Harvard Holmes 
collection, acquired from the Holmes house in Boston. The front cover has the follow¬ 
ing inscription, in gilt lettering: “Oliver W, Holmes [Rule] Oration, July 4^^ 1863. Copy 
Read from by the Author.” The leaf is one-eighth inch taller than that of the normal 
copies, and the copy has two important differences: (a) It lacks the four unpaged pre¬ 
liminary leaves of the normal copies, (b) There is a variant text on the last page, where 
the tenth line begins with the words, “Queen of the free nations,” against which, in this 
copy. Holmes has penciled the altered phrase, “broad Continent,” which is the reading 
of the normal copies, thus establishing the priority of this variant state. This copy has 
several penciled corrections by Holmes, not always those called for in the list of altera¬ 
tions prefixed to the normal copies. That the volume was bound after the delivery of 
the address is indicated by the close trimming of the edges, which at times cuts into the 
penciled corrections; it was rebacked at some time previous to its receipt by the Har¬ 
vard library. 

2. The other variant copy seen is from the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 547, now in 
Mr. P, D. Howe’s collection), bound just like the Harvard variant. This copy has the 
corrected reading of the last page and lacks the third and fourth preliminary leaves, 
which, in the normal copies, carry the half-title and the list of alterations. This is the 
Chamberlain-Wakeman copy, described in the Wakeman sale catalogue as lot 499. Let¬ 
ters from Holmes (Wilson collection, vol. ir, page 548) show that this copy was original¬ 
ly presented by him to George Livermore, of Boston. 
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SECOND QUARTO (OFFICIAL) EDITION 

After the limited private edition, described above, an official and corrected edition 
was printed, also in quarto, the type wholly reset and corrections made as called for by 
the list of alterations prefixed to the private edition. The title-page has slight differ¬ 
ences: (i) the words “Private Copy” and the plain rules above and below are omitted 
and are replaced by an ornamental rule; (2) a period replaces the comma after the date, 
1863, in the title; (3) in the imprint, the words “Printers to the City” follow the firm’s 
name. 

Other differences: (i) The leaf preceding the title-page reads (rules above and be¬ 
low) : “Printed by Order of the Common Council.” (2) At the first page of the text 
the introductory address is changed to read: “Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen of the Com¬ 
mon Council, Fellow-Citizens and Friends.” (3) The leaf listing the alterations is 
omitted. 

Leaf: iii x 9^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 75 pages. Binding: Full black morocco, 
gilt edges, often with the city seal on the front cover, in gilt, with initials | J.E.F. & Co , 
in blind, on the back cover. 


OCTAVO EDITION-OFFICIAL 

Oration Delivered before the City Authorities of Boston, on the Fourth 
of July, 1863, by Oliver Wendell Holmes. iSeal of the City of Boston] 
Boston: J. E. Far\vell & Company, Printers to the City, 37 Congress 
Street. 1863. 

Leaf: 9A x 5f inches, trimmed. Collation: 60 pages. Sig. [ij-7 in 4’s, 8 in 2. 
Page (I j, title-page. (2j, blank. (3„ vote of thanks of the city for the address, July 6,1863, 
approved by the Mayor, July 10, 1863. (4„ blank. (5,-60, Oration. Binding: Green or 
pink wrappers, identical with the title-page but enclosed by double rules; also black or 
green cloth, with the city seal, in gilt, on the front cover, and, in blind, on the back cover 
the initials | J.E.F. & Co | . 

OCTAVO EDITION-TICKNOR AND FIELDS 

Oration Delivered before the City Authorities of Boston, on the Fourth 

of July, 1863, by Oliver Wendell Holmes. (Ornamented rulei Boston; 
Ticknor and Fields. 1863. 

Leaf: 9tV x 5JJ inches, trimmed. Collation: Identical with the official octavo edi¬ 
tion, described above, except that the back of the title-page has the printer’s name: 
Printed by J. E. Farwell and Company, 37 Congress Street. Binding: Salmon wrappers, 
identical with the tide-page but enclosed by double rules. Copies : The manuscript ^st 

Book D29, under the date July 17,1863, records 500 copies printed, to be sold at twenty- 
five cents. ^ 
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OCTAVO EDITION-PHILADELPHIA 

Oration Delivered before the City Authorities at Boston, on the Eighty- 

Seventh Anniversary of the National Independence of America. By 

Oliver Wendell Holmes. [Rulei Philadelphia: Printed for Gratuitous 
Distribution. 1863. 

Leaf: 9 x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 30 pages. Sig. [i„ 2 in 8’s, the last leaf 
blank. Page (ij, title-page. (2], blank. (3j-30, text. Binding: Gray, salmon, or yellow 
wrappers, with title reading the same as the title-page but reset and the date omitted; 
within a frame of printer’s ornaments. 

POSTHUMOUS REPRINT 

Old South Leaflets. No. 192. The Inevitable Trial. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. 

Without title-page, the above being the caption title. Leaf: 7! x 5! inches. Colla¬ 
tion : 10 pages. At the foot of the last page: Published by the Directors of the Old South 
Work, Old South Meeting-House, Boston, Mass. Dated 1908 by the Library of Congress. 


HARVARD ALUMNI FESTIVAL 


[Remarks as presiding officer at the Harvard Alumni festival, July 16, 
1863. Begins :i | Brothers of the Association of the Alumni: | It is 
your misfortune and mine that you must accept | my services as your pre¬ 


siding officer in place of your honored President. 


(July 1863) 


Private printing, without title or author’s name, in great primer type (18 point) for 
use in delivery at the dinner and (probably) for the newspaper reporters. Of the six 
copies printed (see below), the only copy located at present is in the Harvard library. 


Leaf: ii x 8A inches, trimmed. Collation: 8 sheets, printed on the recto only, white 
laid paper, watermarked J E Farwell & Co. The printed pages are (except the first) 
paged at the top. From the watermark we are assured that Farwell printed this, as he 
did the large-type issues of Holmes’s Fourth of July Oration of the same year, de¬ 
scribed at page 113. 

The Harvard copy has at the head of the first sheet, written by an unidentified hand, 
“Given to me after commencement dinner, 1863, by Dr. Holmes, who read from it at 
the Dinner.” A facsimile of the first page of another copy is in M. A. DeWolfe Howe’s 
Memories of a Hostess, 1922, at page 23, and at the head of this copy is the inscription: 
“Oliver Wendell Holmes to his friend James T. Fields One of six copies printed July 
16^** 1863.” A letter (Harvard Holmes collection), dated July 2, 1863, from Robert C. 
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Winthrop, at the time president of the Alumni Association, states that Dr. Bigelow has 
insisted that Winthrop give up all care for this meeting, and he begs Holmes to as¬ 
sume this responsibility in spite of the Fourth of July Oration on which Holmes was 
then at work. At this meeting Holmes was (as Winthrop hoped) elected president of 
the Association. 

Holmes’s remarks were printed in full in the Boston Daily Advertiser of July i8, 
which incorporated several alterations from the privately printed sheets. In a passage 
referring to changes in academic costume, the Advertiser alters “six last decades” (leaf 3) 
to “seven.” After the words “of captured Vicksburg” (leaf 7), the Advertiser adds “—to 
the reveille that calls up our Northern regiments this morning inside the fatal abattis of 
Port Hudson?” And after the words “peaceful gathering” (also leaf 7), the newspaper 
version adds “peaceful in spite of those disturbances which the strong hand of our citi¬ 
zen-soldiery has already strangled?” Three slight verbal corrections made in pencil on 
the Harvard copy appear in the Advertiser. These remarks by Holmes have since been 
reprinted in the Harvard Alumni Bulletin of March 8,1917 (vol. xix, page 447). 


THE HUMAN WHEEL 

The Human Wheel, its Spokes and Felloes, An Article By Prof. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, In The Atlantic Monthly, May, 1863. Published By 
Messrs. Ticknor & Fields, Boston. [Cut, showing a wheel with legs as 
spokes] Republished by Permission Of The Author, and Publishers, By 
B. Frank. Palmer, Surgeon-Artist, Philadelphia. Entered according to 
Act of Congress, in the year 1863, by Ticknor & Fields, in the Clerk’s 
Office of the District Court of the District of Massachusetts. 

(May } 1863) 

Leaf: 93V x 5J inches, trimmed. Collation: 15, [i, pages, comprising a gathering 
of eight leaves. Page [i,, title-page. (2], blank. (3]-i5, The Human Wheel, its Spokes and 
Felloes. [i6], advertisement of The Atlantic Monthly, prospectus for the twelfth volume. 
Binding: Light brown wrappers, the front cover identical with the title-page but en¬ 
closed in double rules. 

This pamphlet was reissued in 1870, with forty-eight pages of additional matter sep¬ 
arately paged, and with different wrappers, the 1870 issue bearing on the front wrap¬ 
per the note that the pamphlet is dedicated to the “Mutilated Heroes of the Great War 
. . . July 4^** 1870.” The signature containing Holmes’s essay includes even the out-of- 
date advertisement for the twelfth volume of The Atlantic. 

The 1870 issue seems to be fairly common. There is a copy of the 1863 issue in the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. 
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POEMS. CABINET EDITION 


The Poems of Oliver AVendell Holmes. [Fleuron 
Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1863. 


and publisher’s device] 

(Oct. 1863) 


The Cabinet edition, although not so designated in the book or on the binding. The 

plates of the Blue and Gold edition of 1862 were used in larger format and with heavier 

paper. The publisher’s records indicate that copies were ready by October 12, 1863. 
Price $1.50. 


Leaf: 6 i x 4^ inches, trimmed. Collation: xi, [ij, 410 pages. On back of the title- 
page, the copyright notice: 1862, Fourth Edition, and printer’s note; University Press: 
W^elch, Bigelow, and Company, Cambridge. Binding: The characteristic binding of 
the Cabinet editions, gilt top, the covers stamped with quatrefoil including the letter- 
ing: I O. W. Holmes s | Poems | 1864 | in gilt on the front cover, in blind on the back. 
Frontispiece: Engraved, full-length portrait as in the Blue and Gold edition. Impres¬ 
sions: The publisher’s records note fourteen impressions from 1863 to 1879, comprising 
a total of 6,500 copies printed.* 

Contract: The original contract has not been found. Among four contracts, dated 

recently added to the Harvard Holmes collection, is one for the Cabinet 
edition of the poems. It stipulates that Holmes is to receive twelve and a half cents on 
every copy sold. 


THE WEANING OF YOUNG AMERICA 


Amercia 


LECTURE. iRulc] 


1863. I [Rule] I [private COPY.] | [Begins;] The separation of the young 
from its parent is a very | gradual process in the higher animals. 


(Nov. 1863) 

Lecture, first delivered November 3, 1863, in Tremont Temple, Boston, before the 
Parker Fraternity, This private issue of six copies was printed in great primer type (18 
point) for use in public readings. Without title-page; except for the indefinite caption 
title, noted above, neither the title nor the author’s name appears anywhere. Copies of 
this issue are reported only in the Huntington Library (Wakeman 503) and in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. 


• The numbering of the impressions of the Blue and Gold and Cabinet editions is not an ab¬ 
solutely accurate indication of the successive uses of the plates. This volume, for instance, is the 
fifth impression made from the plates. Copies of the fourth Blue and Gold impression, actually the 
fourth from the plates, have like this volume an 1863 title-page and the note “Fourth Edition.” Both 
impressions were made in August 1863. From an examination of copies and a study of the pub¬ 
lisher’s records (Sheet Stock Books and manuscript Cost Books), the inference is that impressions 
made at about the same time were given the same printed edition number.— Ed. 
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Leaf: iif x 9^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: 81 pages, white wove paper. Sig. 
(i]-20 in 2’s, 21 a single leaf, verso blank. The words “Private Copy’* are at the head of 
each printed page. Binding: Plain light brown wrappers, entirely blank; stab-stitched. 
The Huntington copy has written at the head of the first page, in Holmes’s hand, “One 
of six copies printed.” 

This lecture was never reprinted by Holmes, but the day after its first delivery full 
reports appeared in the Boston Daily Advertiser and the Boston Evening Transcript. 
Holmes repeated it on November 6, in Brooklyn, New York, as one of the Mercantile 
Library course of lectures, and it was reported the following day in the Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle and the Brooklyn Union. The lecture is especially noteworthy for the bitter dia¬ 
tribe against England, criticizing her official attitude in the matter of the belligerency 
of the Confederate States. 



DOROTHY Q. 

[Photograph taken by Holmes of the portrait of Dorothy Quincy.] 

(Aug. 1864) 

Print, x 4^ inches, unevenly trimmed; mounted on white cardboard, 9x7 
inches. 

Holmes presented a copy to the Massachusetts Historical Society, August ii, 1864, 
together with a manuscript note of his relation to Dorothy Quincy. The note is now 
pasted to the back of the portrait. See Proceedings, vol. vii, 1864, page 417. 

Another copy is owned by Mr. P. D. Howe (from the Wilson collection, vol. ii, page 
608), Holmes has added a note below the print: “O.W.Holmes phot.” On the back, he 
has written an explanation of the blemishes in the canvas as having been made by the 
swords of British officers. (These blemishes are no longer visible in the handsomely 
cleaned original canvas now in the Massachusetts Historical Society.) This copy of the 
photograph was presented to Benjamin Apthorp Gould and has with it the addressed 
homemade envelope in which it was presented. 

Holmes’s interest in photography coincided with his invention of the hand stereoscope 
and his writing of the articles “The Stereoscope and the Stereograph,” 1859; “Sun-Paint¬ 
ing and Sun-Sculpture,” 1861; and “History of the 'American Stereoscope,’ ” 1869. 
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HYMN FOR THE GREAT CENTRAL FAIR 

(Seal, inscribed:] | The Great Central Fair | For The U.S. Sanitary Com¬ 
mission. I [Title:] Hymn By Oliver Wendell Holmes. [Rule] | Written 

expressly for the Great Central Fair. \ [Rule]. | (June 1864) 

With music score. Begins: Father, send on earth again 

Single sheet, 12 x 6| inches, white wove paper, verso blank. At the foot: Entered, ac¬ 
cording to Act of Congress, in the year 1864, by G, W. Childs. Enclosed in printer’s 
ornamental border. Copies are in the American Antiquarian Society, the libraries of 
Yale and Brown Universities, the Pennsylvania Historical Society, and the Wilson col¬ 
lection (vol. II, page 552). 

The music is “Holy Night,” by Franz Gruber. Written to be sung at the opening of 
the Sanitary Fair in Philadelphia, June 7, 1864; an account of the accident that pre¬ 
vented the singing of the hymn on the day of the opening of the fair is given at page 373. 

ON SATIN-WITHOUT MUSIC 

[Seal, inscribed:] | The Great Central Fair | For the U.S. Sanitary Com¬ 
mission. I [Title:] Hymn. | [Rulej | By Oliver Wendell Holmes. | rRulej j 
Written expressly for the Great Central Fair, \ (June 1864) 

White, red, or blue satin ribbon, 9!# x 3 tV inches, verso blank. At the foot: Entered 
according to Act of Congress, in the year 1864, by G. W. Childs. These ribbon paintings 
do not have the music score. Copies on white satin are in the Harvard and Yale li¬ 
braries and in the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. Mr. Howe has also one on red satin 
and a third on blue. His copies, being framed, are smaller than the Yale copy and lack 
the fringed edge. Apparently, these ribbon printings were designed as souvenir book 
marks. The only textual difference between them and those with the music is that the 
latter have “thy,” where the former have, correctly, “Thy.” 

NEW ENGLAND’S MASTER-KEY 

New England’s Master-Key, (Nov. 1864) 

Lecture, first delivered in Cambridge, Massachusetts, November 15, 1864, as the first 
of the Dowse Institute lectures for that season and never included in any published 
volume by Holmes. This private issue was printed in great primer (18 point) type, for 
convenient use in public delivery. 

FIRST STATE 

Without tide-page or caption tide, neither the title nor the author s name appears 
anywhere in this printing. Begins: In cultivating the general intelligence of our people 
to an extent never equalled before. 
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Leaf: iif x gi inches, untrimmed. Collation: 6i pages without pagination. Sig. 
I-15 in 2’s. Binding: Plain brown wrappers, entirely blank; stab-stitched. 

The only copy discovered in this form is in the Harvard Holmes collection. 

SECOND STATE 

The recto of the first leaf is blank; the text begins on the verso of this leaf, with the 
caption title: new England’s master-key. At the foot of this page is the signature num¬ 
ber, “i.” The text begins: “The dust of the political battle-field.” The first two-leaf sig¬ 
nature substitutes wholly new matter in place of the first six pages of the first state; fol¬ 
lowing this signature is a single leaf, beginning with the word ^nown, being the sec¬ 
ond leaf of sig. 2 of the first state, the first leaf of that signature having been rejected. 
Following these come sig. 3-15, identical with the first state, as is the extra leaf following 
sig. 15. 

Copies are in the Huntington and Morgan libraries and in the Wilson collection (vol. 
n, page 554). The first named of these is the Livermore-Chamberlain-Wakeman copy, 
presented to Mr. Livermore by the author and described in the Wakeman sale cata¬ 
logue as lot 506; it has the autograph inscription at the head of the first printed page, 
“One of six copies printed, O.W.Holmes”; the Pierpont Morgan copy is inscribed “Mr. 
Fields from O.W.H”; the Wilson copy has Holmes’s name penciled on the wrapper. 

The typographical peculiarities of the second state are, in themselves, sufficient to es¬ 
tablish its position as subsequent to the first state, described above, and this conclusion 
is supported by the internal evidence of the opening paragraphs. The lecture was writ¬ 
ten to be delivered on November 15, just a week after the exciting presidential election 
of 1864. The reference to this election of November 8 as a thing of the past and the 
lively survey of current political events in these opening lines of what we call the 
second state, in place of the somewhat colorless introduction of the other state, must 
surely place the latter as the earlier. Ives (page 312) states that this printing “has, at 
the end a date, Nov. 8,1864.” Surely he must have intended to refer to this date as men¬ 
tioned in the first paragraph of the lecture, for no copy has been seen with this date at 
the end. 

SECOND STATE-HOLMEs’s PERSONAL COPY 

The Harvard Holmes collection has a copy of the second state, which was preserved 
in Holmes’s house in Boston and was undoubtedly used in delivering the lecture. 
Holmes penciled on the first page of the wrapper of this copy, “O W Holmes 1864.” 
This copy has numerous penciled alterations and large sections cut out or marked for 
omission. The first three leaves are identical with the normal copies just described, the 
third leaf being the second leaf of the second signature of the first state; after these 
comes sig. 3, sig. 4 having been cut out, leaving the roughly cut stubs in place; then 
come sigs. 5 and 6 and the first leaf of sig. 7; the second leaf of sig. 7 and both leaves of 
sig. 8 have been cut out, leaving stubs in their place; then follow sig. 9-15 and the single 
terminal leaf, as in the first state. 
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The above paragraph shows the physical condition of this copy; a record of deleted 
sections, whether physically cut out or simply marked for omission, follows: Both leaves 
of sig. 4 are cut out; the first five lines (closing a previous paragraph) of the first page 
of sig. 5 are covered with a pasted slip of paper; the last six lines of the fourth page of 
sig. 5 are deleted; also the first three pages of sig. 6 and the first ten lines of the fourth 
page of this signature, these omissions being indicated by penciled markings and the 
pinning together of the two leaves of this signature; the second page of sig. 7 is ob¬ 
literated, except for the first two lines, by slips of paper pasted on; the second leaf of 
sig. 7 and both leaves of sig. 8 are cut out; the long paragraph beginning on the second 
page of sig. 10 and covering half of the third page is marked for omission; finally, the 
paragraph covering two thirds of the first page of sig. 15 is deleted. In addition to these 
deleted sections, numerous lesser manuscript alterations appear on this copy. (One 
penciled insert, apparently made after the major alterations, is a clear allusion to the 
death of Edward Everett, January 15, 1865.) 


SONG OF WELCOME 


iSeal of the City of Bostonj | Musical Festival | In Honor Of | Admiral 
Lessoffsky And The Officers Of The Russian Fleet, | By The | Pupils Of 
The Public Schools, | Of The | City Of Boston, At The | Boston Music- 
Hall, On Wednesday, June 8, 1864, 


p.M. Precisely. 


Commencing At 5 O’clock 

(June 1864) 


Contains, on the second page, without naming the author, Holmes’s “Song of Wel¬ 
come,” to be sung to the tune of the Russian National Hymn. 


Four-page program, 8Af x 5I inches when folded, white laid paper, the fourth page 
blank, the printed pages enclosed by double rules, with corner ornaments. At the foot: 
J. E. Farwell & Co. Printers to the City, 37 Congress Street, Boston. The Harvard li¬ 
brary has copies on white laid paper, watermarked “J E Farwell & Co,” and one on a 
thinner pink laid paper, on which is written “Programme Miss Means [ ? illegible name] 
June 7, 1864.” (The illegible writing does not look to me like a name. The letter fol¬ 
lowing the capital M is as clearly u as the same letter in the date. The word looks like 
Musicians*, a reading that is plausible, for such a pink thin-paper program, as Mr, Cur¬ 
rier conjectures below, might well have been used for a last rehearsal before the per¬ 
formance on June 8.—Ed.) 

With this and similar music festivals of school children the question arises whether 
copies of the song to be sung on a given occasion were distributed in advance for re¬ 
hearsal purposes. Is it possible that the pink program noted above, dated June 7, was 
for this purpose? The manuscript diary of John Langdon Sibley, at the time Librarian 
of Harvard College, reports under the date June 8: “Attended at the Music Hall in Bos- 
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ton a concert given by about 1200 of the scholars of the public schools to the Russian 
officers. There was a remarkable regularity, system & promptness in the arrangements & 
the music was very excellent. Orders of exercises and sheets of the music were printed.” 
It is not clear what Sibley meant by the “sheets of music.” For bibliographical references, 
see page 393. 

SATURDAY PROGRAM 


Repetition | Of The | Musical Festival | Given In Honor Of The | Officers 
Of The Russian Fleet, ] [Seal of the City of Boston) | By | Twelve Hun¬ 
dred Pupils Of The Public Schools Of | The City Of Boston, | At The 
Boston Music-Hall, | On Saturday, June 11, 1864, | Commencing At 
5 O’clock p.M. Precisely. 

Contains, on the second page, without naming the author, Holmes’s “Song of Wel¬ 
come,” to be sung to the tune of the Russian National Hymn. 


Four-page program, x 54 inches when folded, white wove paper, the fourth page 
blank, the printed pages enclosed by single rules, with corner ornaments. At the foot 
of the first page: J. E. Farwell & Co. City Printers, 37 Congress St. Copies are in the 
Harvard Theatre collection and in the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

According to the Boston Evening Transcript this repetition of the festival was ar¬ 
ranged in order to give to the sailors of the fleet and the parents of the children partici¬ 
pating the opportunity of hearing the program. 


SOUNDINGS FROM THE ATLANTIC 

Soundings From the Atlantic. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. [The Tick- 
nor and Fields Shield, with the TF monogram in black and red] Bos¬ 
ton: Ticknor and Fields. 1864. (Nov. 1863) 

Entered for copyright November 13, 1863; copy deposited December 28. Published 
November 21,1863; price $1.25 (manuscript Cost Book D49). The dedication copy (in 
the Wilson collection vol. ii, page 551) was sent to Dr. Bigelow on November 15, 1863.* 

Leaf: yi x 44 inches, trimmed. Collation: (Viiij, 468 pages, comprising a prelimi¬ 
nary gathering of four leaves, followed by sig. 1-19 in 12’s, 20 in 6; a second set of signa¬ 
tures (letters) is provided for printing in 8’s. Page p], blank, pi,, advertisement of 
Holmes’s writings, pii,, title-page. ,ivj, copyright notice: 1863, by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, in the District Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: Uni¬ 
versity Press: Welch, Bigelow, and C:ompany, Cambridge. [Vj, dedication: To Jacob 

• This must have been one of the first copies from the binder, for the publisher’s Sheet Stock 
Books, vol. I, page 144, record the first copies (300) received from the binder on November 16. 
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Bigelow, M.D., Whose Varied Attainments in Literature, Science, and Art Reflect 
Their Mingled Light on the Profession Which He Adorns, This Volume of Essays Is 
Respectfully Dedicated, ^vij, blank, [viij, Contents. [Viiij, blank. [1,-468, text. At the 
foot of page 468: Cambridge; Stereotyped and Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. 

Binding: Maroon (less often, green) cloth, four cloth patterns noted, edges trimmed, 
chocolate end-papers sewed in, with one flyleaf at front and one at back, in addition to 
the free end-papers and the last blank leaf of the advertisement; the covers with frame 
of rules and corner ornaments, stamped in blind, the spine lettered: | Soundings | from 
the Atlantic | [Rule, | O.W.Holmes. | , The title on the spine is within a frame depict¬ 
ing a rope-end. At the foot, the Ticknor and Fields shield with the TF monogram. A 
black cloth binding has been noted without the advertisement described below. 

Ad\^rtisement: Copies almost invariably have at the end a 22-page advertisement, 
dated November 1863, this being a separate signature of twelve leaves, the last leaf 
blank. One copy has been noted with a March 1864 advertisement. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note only four impressions of this book; the 
first, comprising 3,000 copies, in November 1863 (manuscript Cost Book D49), which 
evidently supplied the demand until 1866, when a new impression of 280 copies was 
made (manuscript Cost Book D250). The third and fourth impressions, of 150 and 100 
copies respectively, came out in 1872 and 1880. In spite of the records a copy has been 
noted with the title-page date 1886, though this might be a remainder copy with a new 
title-page. 

Contract : No original contract for the volume has been found. A contract, dated May 
13, 1867, has recently been added to the Harvard Holmes collection. It stipulates that 
Holmes is to receive twelve and a half cents on every copy sold. 

Contents : 

Bread and the Newspaper. 

My Hunt after “The Captain.” 

The Stereoscope and the Stereograph. 

Sun-Painting and Sun-Sculpture; with a Stereoscopic Trip 
across the Atlantic. 

Doings of the Sunbeam. [Photography., 

The Human Wheel, its Spokes and Felloes. [“The Physiology 
of Walking,” with eight illustrations., 

A Visit to the Autocrat’s Landlady. 

A Visit to the Asylum for Aged and Decayed Punsters. 

The Great Instrument. [The organ in the Boston Music 
Hall, with a brief description of the anatomy of the 
human ear, including two illustrations., 

The Inevitable Trial. [Fourth of July Oration, Boston, 1863., 

All the above are here first collected, the first nine having appeared in The Atlantic 
Monthly, from 1858 to 1864, and the last separately printed as described at page 113. 
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Holmes’s own copy (Harvard library) has manuscript corrections made for the re¬ 
printing of some of these essays in his Pages from an Old Volume of Life, 1883. 

English edition; The Publishers’ Circular, April i, 1864, advertises an edition pub¬ 
lished by Sampson, Low; price, cloth, 6 shillings; 470 pages. 

1865 

FOR THE SERVICES IN MEMORY OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

City of Boston. iRulei [Seal of the Cityj | tRulej Memorial Services 
I In Honor Of | Abraham Lincoln, | The Late President Of The United 
States, I At Music Hall, | Thursday, June i, 1865, at 3 o’clock, p.m. | 
[Rule] I His Honor, Mayor Lincoln, Will Preside. (June 1865) 

Contains, on the third page: Choral; Luther’s “Judgment Hymn.” Words by 
O.W.Holmes. The lines were afterwards given the title, “For the Services in Memory 
of Abraham Lincoln.’’ 

Four-page program, 8i x 5J inches when folded, white laid paper, each page en¬ 
closed in mourning rules. 

A copy on cheap wove paper, without watermark, in the Harvard library, looks like 
a proof. It was given to Harvard by Charles Sumner on September 28, 1865. It is not 
unlikely that Sumner, who pronounced the eulogy on this occasion, should have pos¬ 
sessed a proof of the program. 

HUMOROUS POEMS 

Humorous Poems. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. With Illustrations by 
Sol Eytinge, Jr. (Publisher’s device] Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1865. 

(Nov. 1865) 

Entered for copyright and copies deposited November 17, 1865. Noted as published 

in the Boston Evening Transcript of November 20. Price 50 cents in paper; 75 cents in 
cloth. 

Leaf: 6Jx 4-A inches,trimmed. Collation: [iv], loo pages, comprising 6 signatures in 
8’s, followed by one of 2 leaves, without printed signature numbers. Page [ij, title-page, 
(ii], copyright notice: 1865, by Ticknor and Fields, in the District of Massachusetts; 
and printer’s note: University Press: Welch, Bigelow, & Co., Cambridge. [iii,-iv, Con^ 
tents, [ij-ioo, text. At foot of page too: Cambridge: Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. 
Binding: Blue illustrated paper wrappers: | Companion Poets for the People. Illus- 
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trated | Humorous Poems | by | Oliver Wendell Holmes. | [Cut depicting family read- 
I Ticknor & Fields x Publishers x | Boston: 1865. | Price 50 cts. | . Also in green or 
terra-cotta cloth, with the engraved portrait frontispiece (sometimes missing) of the 
Blue and Gold edition of 1862. 

Copies: The publisher’s records note five impressions of this book (1865, 1866, 1868, 
1869, and 1871), with a total of some 10,500 copies. The plates were melted in January 
1906. In 1866 sheets of this edition were combined with Whittier’s “National Lyrics” 
and Bryant’s “Voices of Nature” to form a volume entitled Companion Poets. Illus¬ 
trated; this had the imprint “Boston; Ticknor & Fields. 1866.” 

Of the forty poems in this volume, four appear for the first time in a collection of 
Holmes’s poems; they are “A Sea Dialogue,” “The Jubilee,” “Our Oldest Friend,” and 
‘*A Farewell to Agassiz.” These are not, however, first printings, for the first two are in 
The Boatswain s Whistle, Boston, 1864, no. 4 (see page 565), and the last two were in 
The Atlantic Monthly, in 1865, in the issues of March and November. 

Illustrations by Eytinge in the book are: 

Page 6 Ballad of the Oysterman. 

15 Reflections of a Proud Pedestrian. 

18 The Music-Grinders. 

24 The Toadstool. 

31 My Aunt. 

40 Evening. By a Tailor. 

49 On Lending a Punch-Bowl. 

52 The Height of the Ridiculous. 

62 The Old Man of the Sea. 

74 De Sauty. 

82 The Comet. 

92 The Sweet Little Man. 

HYMN AFTER THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT 

Order of Exercises | At The Boston Music Hall, | On Saturday Eve¬ 
ning, February /\th, 1865, | To Celebrate The Progress Of | Freedom s 
Great Work in the United States of America. (Feb. 1865) 

The sixth number is: | HYMN. | [Rule, | written for the occasion by Oliver wen- 
dell HOLMES. I [Rulcj Tune — ‘'Old Hundred*' | [Begins:j Giver of all that crowns 

our days, | . 

Single sheet, 14^ x 8tV inches, white wove paper, verso blank. At the foot: Wright & 
Potter, Printers, 4 Spring Lane, Boston. 
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OFFPRINT 


HYMN. 

HOLMES. 


[Rulei 

[Rule] 


WRITTEN FOR THE OCCASION BY OLIVER WENDELL 


Tune — *^Old Hundred/’ I iRulei 


of all that crowns our days, 

Without date or place of printing. 


[Begins:] Giver 
(Feb.1865) 


Single sheet, 73 x 5 inches, trimmed, white laid paper, verso blank. The type from 
which this piece was printed is of the same setting as that used for the program of the 
celebration. Of the copies of the offprint noted, two were preserved by Dr. Holmes: one 
in a scrapbook (described at page 608) in the Holmes Memorial Library, Phillips Acad¬ 
emy, Andover; the other in a scrapbook in the Harvard Holmes collection. A third 
copy, cut down, is in a third scrapbook, made by O. W, Holmes, Jr., in the Harvard 
Holmes collection. The left-hand edge of the first two is rough indicating that the piece 
was originally a four-page folded sheet (Holmes’s notepaper); for scrapbook purposes 
it would have been natural to tear away a blank half. From the quality of the paper 
used and the excellent presswork this cannot be called a proof; copies for Holmes’s 
use were evidently struck off before or after printing the program. See page 204 for 
another leaflet that Holmes specifically asked for as an offprint from a program. 

This is the hymn printed in the editions of collected poems under the misleading 
title “Hymn after the Emancipation Proclamation, 1865.” One of the Harvard copies 
of this leaflet has, written in ink in Holmes’s handwriting below the hymn, “O.W.H. 
Celebration of passage of Constit. Amendment abolishing Slavery.” A copy in the Li¬ 
brary of Congress has a similar note. This celebration was held in the Boston Music 
Hall, February 4, 1865, the Thirteenth Amendment having been passed on February 
1,1865, to be submitted to the states. This then was clearly the occasion of the hymn, and 
not the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863. The title “Hymn after the Emancipation 
Proclamation” would seem to have been used first (probably inadvertently) in Holmes’s 
Songs of Many Seasons, 1875. 


POETRY OF THE WAR 

iThe Poetry of the War. Caption Title :i LECTURE. (Rulej 1865. [Pri¬ 
vate Copy.] (Nov. ? 1865) 

Leaf : 9I x 12 inches. Collation : 54 pages, comprising sig. 1-14 in 2’s. 

This private issue was printed in great primer (i8 point) type for the author’s use in 
public readings; it is without title-page, and, except for the indefinite caption title, 
neither the title nor the author’s name is mentioned. The only copy noted is in the Hunt¬ 
ington Library, being the Wakeman copy, lot 511 of the sale catalogue. Ives (page 180) 
mentions another copy without locating it. The first delivery of the lecture would seem 
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to have been before the Dowse Institute, Cambridge, November 21, 1865. It has never 
been included in any of Holmes’s published books, but a brief outline was printed in the 
Boston Daily Advertiser of December 13, 1865, the morning after it had been repeated 
before the Parker Fraternity in the Boston Music Hall. The lecture contains Holmes’s 
poem “To Canaan!” which first appeared, unsigned, in the Boston Daily Advertiser of 
August 12, 1862. 

1866 

HARVARD ALUMNI DINNER 

(Remarks as President of the Harvard Alumni Association at the alumni 
dinner, July 19, 1866. Begins:] [ Brothers of the Association of the 
Alumni, | Before I can open my lips to speak the few | brief words of 
welcome | (July 1866) 

Private printing, without title or author’s name, in “English” (14 point) type for use 
in delivery at the dinner. The only copy reported is in the Harvard Holmes collection. 

Leaf: ii x 5^ inches, trimmed, white wove paper. Collation: five leaves printed on 
the recto only. 

Holmes’s remarks were reported in the Boston Daily Advertiser and the Boston Eve~ 
ning Transcript of July 20,1866. 

ISAAC EDWARD MORSE 

Obituary Notices Of \ Hon. Isaac Edward Morse. | [Heavy rule] | 

(Mar. 1866) 

On the third page: | From the New Orleans Crescent. | The Late Isaac E. Morse. | 
Signed at the foot: O. W. H. 

Four-page leaflet, ii x 8i inches when folded, white wove paper, the second and 
fourth pages blank. The printed pages arc enclosed by double rules, the outer a heavy 
mourning rule. Copies are in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 556) and in the Sibley 
letters, belonging to the Massachusetts Historical Society, deposited in the Harvard 
archives, filed in volume xv, under the date July 31, 1873. 

The appreciation by Holmes first appeared in the Boston Daily Advertiser of March 
5, 1866, and was copied into the "New Orleans Crescent of March 14. Isaac Edward 
Morse, of the Harvard class of 1829, died on Sunday, February ii, 1866. The couplet at 
the end of Holmes’s appreciation is from his lines for the class dinner of January 4, 
1866, “My Annual.” 
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1867 

THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 

The Guardian Angel. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, Author of “The 
Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table,” “Elsie Venner,” Etc. (Publisher’s de¬ 
vice, TF] Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1867. (Nov. 1867) 

Entered for copyright September 30, 1867, and copies deposited November 14. Listed 
as a new publication in The American Literary Gazette and Publishers Circular for 
November 15, 1867, but nearly two weeks before, on November 2, Holmes gave a copy 
to his wife. Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar acknowledges his copy in a letter dated Novem¬ 
ber 14. Price $2.00. 

Leaf: 7^ x 4^ inches, trimmed. Collation: xii, 420 pages. One preliminary gather¬ 
ing of six leaves, followed by sig. 1-17 in 12’s, 18 in 6. Also with printed signatures (let¬ 
ters) for printing in 8’s. Page p], title-page, pi], copyright notice: 1867, by Ticknor and 
Fields, in the District Court of the District of Massachusetts, and printer’s note: Univer¬ 
sity Press: Welch, Bigelow, & Co., Cambridge, piij, dedication: To James T. Fields, a 
Token of Kind Regard from One of Many Writers Who Have Found Him a Wise, 
Faithful, and Generous Friend, pvj, blank. (Vj-x, To My Readers, [xi], xii. Contents. 
[11-420, text. At the foot of page 420: Cambridge: Stereotyped and Printed by Welch, 
Bigelow, & Co. 

Binding: Usually green or dark wine cloth, edges trimmed, chocolate end-papers 
sewed in, covers bordered with a frame, stamped in blind, with corner ornaments. Spine 
lettered: | The | Guardian | Angel | (Rulej | O.W.Holmes | ; at the foot, the Ticknor 
and Fields device. There is one flyleaf at the front and one at the back in addition to the 
free end-papers. Copies have been noted in blue and in brown cloth. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note twenty-seven impressions of this edition 
from 1867 to January 1900, embracing some 16,700 copies. The plates were used also to 
include the novel in the Riverside Paper Series, from 1886 to 1898, of which the records 
indicate that fourteen impressions were issued comprising some 11,700 copies. The 
plates were melted in May 1901. 

Contract: The contract for The Guardian Angel, dated November 27, 1866, has re¬ 
cently been added to the Harvard Holmes collection. The contract settles the terms for 
both the magazine and the book publication. For the serialization of the novel in The 
Atlantic Monthly, the author is to receive $250 for each number. For the book publica¬ 
tion, he is to get ten per cent of the retail price on every copy sold after the first 5,000. 
The plates are the property of the publisher. The Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 558) 

has Holmes’s acknowledgment of the publisher’s check for $250 for the first installment 
for the magazine. 
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Each installment of the novel appeared in The Atlantic as the lead article of each 
number for 1867. The last six chapters appeared first in Canada, to take advantage of 
the English copyright law (see next entry). 

A small notebook kept by Holmes, now in the Harvard Holmes collection, contains 
the following entry: “Began the Guardian Angel Monday Aug. 6'*^ 1866 10 a.m. Fin¬ 
ished it Saturday May 18**^ 1867 20 minutes to 10 p.m.” The notebook also has reminders 
of errors, some of which were corrected for the book printing of the novel. 

In a bibliography it may be pardonable to enroll poems by Gifted Hopkins among 
those by Dr. Holmes, but it is not surprising that we look in vain in the editions of the 
collected poems of the doctor for “The Triumph of Song,” on page 295 of The Guardian 
Angel, or for other fragments from the same pen in an earlier chapter of that book. 

ENGLISH EDITION 

The Guardian Angel. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, Author of “The 
Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table,” etc. In Two Volumes. Vol. I [IIi. Lon¬ 
don: Sampson Low, Son, and Marston, Milton House, Ludgate Hill. 

1867. {The Right of Translation is Reserved.] (Nov. 1867) 

Listed as a new publication in the Publishers* Circular, London, November i, 1867; 
price sixteen shillings. 

Leaf: 78 x 5 inches, untrimmed. Collation: Vol. i: xvi, 294 pages; followed by two 
pages of advertising; at the foot of page 294: Harrild, Printer, London. Vol. ii: vii, (i], 
302 pages, followed by two pages of advertising and a twenty-four-page advertising cata¬ 
logue, dated October 1867. Binding: Maroon cloth. 

The Boston Commonwealth, of August i, 1868, prints the following note: 

Dr. Holmes has been, unwittingly, in the Court of Chancery, London—on a motion on be¬ 
half of Sampson, Low & Co. for an injunction to restrain Ward, Lock 6c Tyler from printing, 
publishing or selling copies of a work entitled “Guardian Angel”, the copyright in which, it 
was said, had been purchased by the plaintiffs. The defendants said the work was originally 
published serially in the Atlantic Monthly, that before they printed copies of it they had never 
seen it printed in a separate form; they insisted that the work was an American story pure 
and simple and that therefore there was no copyright in it. Defendants contended that an alien 
could obtain British copyright in a work only by publishing it first in the British dominions. 
Dr. Holmes published all the “Guardian Angel,” except the last six chapters, first in America; 
those chapters he published first in Montreal.* The copyright, if any, being indivisible, the 

• Holmes made a trip to Montreal the last week in October 1867, probably taking with him 
sheets of his book (already printed and partly bound by October 28). At that time, the next to the 
last installment of The Guardian Angel had appeared in the November number of The Atlantic, 
the last six chapters (31-36) would not appear until the end of November. The Sheet Stock Bwks 
of the publisher (vol. i, page 181) note that on October 28, 1867, twenty copies "sewed ’ were received 
from the binder. Perhaps these were for publication in Montreal. For the defendant’s publication, 
sec Appendix 9. 
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court could not grant an injunction with reference to the last six chapters. The Vice-Chancel¬ 
lor, however, granted an injunction with reference to them. 

RIVERSIDE PAPER SERIES. NO. I9. 1886 

The Guardian Angel By Oliver Wendell Holmes [Publisher’s device] 
Boston and New York Houghton, Mifflin and Company The River¬ 
side Press, Cambridge 1886 (June 1886) 

Riverside Paper Series, No. 19 (and later, No. 8). 

Leaf: x 4! inches, trimmed. Collation: (2], xii, 420 pages, followed by a twelve- 

page advertisement of Houghton, Miffiin and Company fiction. Binding: Paper covers, 
at the head of the front cover: *The*Riverside-Paper*Series-Number i9-June*i9-i886* 
Issued Weekly*; at the foot: Single Numbers 50 Cents*Quarterly Subscription $6.50* 
Impressions: The publisher's records note fourteen impressions, comprising a total of 
some 11,700 copies printed; the first five impressions were listed as number 19 of the 
series, the last nine impressions as number 8. 


TEACHING FROM THE CHAIR AND AT THE BEDSIDE 

Teaching from the Chair and at the Bedside. [Rulej An Introductory 
Lecture Delivered before the Medical Class of Harvard University, 
'November 6 , iSSy. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, Parkman Professor of 
Anatomy and Physiology. [Rulei Printed at the request of the Class. 
[Rule] Boston: David Clapp & Son—334 Washington Street. 1867. 

(Dec. 1867) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for December 19, 1867 (vol. lxxvii, page 
426), announced that this had been printed for the use of the class. 

Leaf: 9i x inches. Collation: 45 pages. Sig. [1,-6 in 4’s, last leaf blank. Page [ij, 
title-page. [2], copy of the request of the class to print the address, dated November loth, 
1867, and Dr. Holmes’s two-line reply dated Nov. 12th, 1867, from 164 Charles Street. 
( 3 ]' 45 > Introductory Lecture. [46], blank. 

Binding: Gray paper wrappers, with title exactly as on title-page but enclosed within 
printer’s triple rules with ornaments at the corners; stab-stitched. 
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1868 

THE ATLANTIC ALMANAC 

The Atlantic Almanac 1868 Edited by Oliver Wendell Holmes and 

Donald G. Mitchell. Contents. [Full contents are given on the title-pagei 
Boston: Ticknor and Fields, Office of the Atlantic Monthly. 

(Dec. 1867) 

Entered for copyright by Ticknor and Fields, November 21, 1867, and copies de¬ 
posited on December 12. 

Leaf: io-J x 7§ inches. Collation: 76 pages, the last twelve devoted to advertising 
matter. Sig. [i]'8 in 4’s, followed by six leaves of advertising. The reading matter is 
printed two columns to the page. At foot of page 64: Electrotyped and Printed at the 
University Press, Cambridge, by Welch, Bigelow & Co. 

Binding: Decorative paper covers; on the first page: The Atlantic Almanac 1868 
Published at the office of the Atlantic Monthly. Boston; Ticknor and Fields. 

Illustrations; 4 lithographed plates inserted, depicting the four seasons, and 21 
woodcuts. 

In the table of contents eleven :ontributions are marked “original,** the authors being 
D. G. Mitchell, Hawthorne, Mrs. Agassiz, Gail Hamilton, E. E. Hale, Holmes, T, B. 
Aldrich, and Eliz. A. Allen, also music by J. R. Thomas, with words by Geo. Cooper. 
Holmes's contribution (page 2) was “The Seasons,** being here a first printing. He re¬ 
ceived $1,000 for his contribution and his editorial work (manuscript Cost Book Eioi). 

TO H. W. LONGFELLOW 

LINES READ AT A FAREWELL DINNER GIVEN TO LONGFELLOW, | 
BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE FOR EUROPE, I May 27 1868. (May 1868) 

Begins: Our Poet, who has taught the Western breeze 

Four-page leaflet, 8i*V x 51^3^ inches when folded, white wove paper. The first page 
contains the title, as above, the second and third pages, the poem, signed at the end (in 
print) : O. W. H. The fourth page is blank. 

The dinner was given by James T. Fields. Longfellow's manuscript journal (Craigie 
House) records the date as May 23 and comments, “Holmes read a charming poem; 
and we sat till after ten, and enjoyed ourselves extremely.** There were seven guests be¬ 
sides Longfellow. In the files of memorabilia in the Craigie-Longfellow house in Cam- 
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'rilOU GRACIOUS Powi'.R, wlioso nUM'CV 1 (Mh 1 s 

% 

'I'lio lio'ht of home, tlu' smile of fi ic'iuls. 
Our u;iithc‘iod Hook H'hiuo ;irms outdid 

V • 

As in the peaei'ful da\ > ol* old. 

Wilt 'riiou not hear ns whilc^ \\v raise. 

In s\v('et accord of solcann j>rais(% 

'I'ho \oiccs tliat ha\c uiinuUal loiiu 
In joyous How of mirth aiul song r 

For all tlic blessings ]if(^ has l)i-oughf. 

For all its sorrow ing hours l*a\c taught, 

For all we mourn, for all we k(‘(‘)>, 

flu' hands \vv clasp, tlu* lo\<*d tliat sl(‘(*j) ; 

I'hc noontide* sunshine of the past, 

Tlu'sc brief bright moments, fading fast, 
d'he stars that gild our darkc'ning \ cars, 

Tlic' t\vili_i>ht I’ay from holic-r sj)hc‘ros ; 

Wo thank Thoo, Father ! lot 'I'hv uraoe 

♦ ^ 

Our narrow'(*d circle still (*mbrace, 

Idiv mercy shed its hcavcidy store, 

'I'hy ])oaoc bo with us ovormoro I 


Juu. 0th, 1 yCD. 



f 


J.OSGFELLOVr. 

—Illow Fails tomorrow irom New Yorlt 
in the steamer “TJnssia” for Ktiropc. The follow- 
irilmtc was n'O'! a U »\ evenings ago at a 
l» ivatc farewell <liiinor to ilio J»oet, and we have 

• •I'tniiMsl from its author permission to give it 

publicity, feeling il»at the sentiment it emhodies 

IS that of our whole country. — Kpitors. | 

Our vfho hns tanu’hj ilur Wp.^tcru breeze 

■f »• wr.n IiK snita'-i bcf< 'ir liiia o'er (I>o perxs. 

Will iliiil tlwtn >vhere*or'.'r bin \s.'inOerlnga reacb 
r.omo «oi iiif* }<pr«-.iOlr>g fair of Ku^llsh speech 
I'win ivPli III* rliylhniic wj\v< tb.ii kt(W tho raitlJO'«i 
beach. 

Whore ^hnll t!»o bir<1 a -traager be 

That rtn>lK » aoyt I'T him ia <-\i-ry irec ? 

H<»\v fhall tu- lr-»v< J >»!»•* « '>>i never gti 
Whore hlM ov.ii Volte the « eti«ie*» i!o net ktiow 
n'herc hiM own gnrtten-ihover'. m* l.>Mger Ic.'iiu gr«-w V 

-Ml gentlest #»inil! how gi^nt loii*. how benlgii 
Urt.'itlM'A thrioieh otir iroiilihHl iil'e that voice ot thino. 
Filletl w nil ti swa-etin .ss h<itii of liuiipler upherey, 
thni winsaiiH warniv. that khnlhs, Hoftons. chevr«. 

1 hat cairn•> i he w iMest w«)e uiat a the bitterCHt learo ‘ 

Forgi^'e ttie Klntplo wi*nl.-* Ih.al '.ouml like pral-e; 
t licml'-i heh.re me ittniH niy gildeil phm-ts 
<)ur speech at bc<:t la hull alive anti et>l(], 

Nnd save lhat leiiflerer moon nf^ make ug bohl 

• tor whiU-iiliig Up» wi»ul(l cIomo, their truest truth untolil. 

\\ e v.'ho helioUl oiir nntunm sun below 
The Scorpion's sign, against the Archer’s l>ow 
Knew well wliat parting means of lYlcnd from I'rioml. 
.After the snows no frcsheiiingtlctvs tlcsceud 
Vtiti what the lias inarrt'tl, ttiu sunshino will not 

■ w'o all etiunt the months the weeks, tho 
• h:it keep the*' lYoiii n< in nnwontctl waySf 
(Pmlging to :tli<-ii hoarth.H oiir widowed time; 

And OIK* iimviuils a clew of artless rhyme 
imeU thee i mi 'lly -still tlirougb < nch remotesL ctinie 

Vhni wlsln:-', l<»uging<., l^Ic^sl»gs, prayers shall he ^ 
'r n.' r-ton* than gitldeii frel;;lit that flnato with tlice ' 

Vnd know, whatever welcoino tliuu kIiaH find,— 

'j iiou who h.ist Won Ibt- litarts of half mankind,— 

‘1 lie piv>u«Icst, f.nulesi love theu leavest sUU behind 1 

May 23, O. W. H. 


> ,A 




C? S^-^4 t *• 


i 


A 








h - 




J 


Proof Annotated by James T. Fields. 

Craigie House. 
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bridge are two proof printings of these lines, being proof for the Boston Daily Adver¬ 
tiser, where they appeared in the issue of Tuesday, May 26, and with these is a fair, auto¬ 
graph copy of the poem, signed “OWHolmes to Henry W. Longfellow May 23^ 1868.” 
These mementos are of value not only because they recall a notable occasion but because 
they throw light on the printing of the leaflet recorded above. At the foot of one of the 
proof slips is a penciled memorandum, the handwriting of which was identified by the 
late H. W. L. Dana as that of Longfellow’s sister Ann. It reads: “Presented by Jas. T. 
Fields in the cars at Providence Station on our departure from Boston—Mond. Ev^. 
25th May [Written over June, in a diflerent handj 1868.“ The other proof slip has pen¬ 
ciled at the foot, “So say we all of us. J.T.F.” (See illustration opposite.) 

A comparison of the autograph copy, the proof slips, the printing of the poem in the 
Advertiser, and the leaflet establishes their sequence. In the autograph copy, which 

Holmes may have used on the evening of May 23, the fourth and fifth lines of the sixth 
stanza read: 

And tie thee with this slender thread of rhyme 
That thou may’st drag our love with thee from clime to clime. 

It is not strange that Holmes was dissatisfied; fortunately there was ample time to 
change the lines before they appeared in print. In the proof they are revised to read: 

And one unwinds a clew of artless rhyme 
To track thee fondly still through each remotest clime. 

The copy of the proof initialed by Fields has a penciled alteration (in Fields’s hand) 
changing “fondly” to “following” and inserting a comma before it. There are also two 
punctuation changes. In Holmes’s scrapbook (page 38, Harvard library), there is a dif¬ 
ferent proof for the Advertiser; in this, as in the newspaper printing of May 26, the cor¬ 
rections made in the Craigie House proof are followed. The leaflet embodies these cor¬ 
rections and also a few additional punctuation changes; it is obviously, therefore, sub¬ 
sequent to the Advertiser printing. 

The presence of a copy of the leaflet in the Harvard Holmes collection, which came 
from 296 Beacon Street, and the existence of autographed copies of the leaflet indicate 
that Holmes himself had this printed for distribution. 

He was still dissatisfied, however, with the two revised lines, for in his Songs of 

Many Seasons, 1875, he changed them again, giving them their present reading. This 
final form is: 

And one has shaped a breath in artless rhyme 
That sighs, “We track thee still through each remotest clime.” 

In his life of his brother, Samuel Longfellow followed the leaflet version of these lines 
{Life of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1886, vol. ii, page 439). 
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TRIBUTE TO EHRENBERG 


America 


fried Ehrenberg | On His | Fiftieth Anniversary | As | Doctor Of Medi¬ 
cine I November 5. 1868. (Nov. 1868) 

At the foot of the last page: Berlin, printed by A. W. Schade (L, Schade). 


Copies are in the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, and the 

New York Public Library. Holmes acknowledged the receipt of copies on November 23 

in a letter of that date to President F. A. P. Barnard of Columbia (Columbia Univer¬ 
sity library). 


Leaf: ii x 81 ^ inches, trimmed. Collation; 12 unnumbered pages. Page (ij, title-page, 
as above. [7-8j, To Christian Gottfried Ehrenberg. Nov. 5th 1868. This is Holmes*s 
poem, with his name at the end, and dated Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. Sept. 10, 
1868. In addition to Holmes’s poem, the pamphlet contains tributes from the Ameri¬ 
can Association for the Advancement of Science, the American Medical Association, 
and the American Pharmaceutical Association, the last in German. 

Holmes wrote to Frederick Locker, April 18, 1870 (Wilson collection, vol. ii, page 
562), that the poem addressed to Ehrenberg was written at the request of George Ban¬ 
croft, who, at the time, was the American Minister in Berlin. On December 4,1868, Ban¬ 
croft had written to Holmes the following letter, now in the Library of Congress: 

Berlin. Dec 4. 68. 

Carissimo Dottore, 

Two days ago I was surprised by a visit from good old Ehrenberg himself. Crippled as he is, 
& with no more sight than a surgical operation has restored to him, he came in the fullness 
of his emotions to put into my hands various papers & a letter. 

Of the letter I make a copy & send by the first steamer. You will be touched by what he 
says of your poem: & will I am sure, rejoice that you wrote it. 

Of the papers I send you today a complete set: you see how well your poem has been trans¬ 
lated. The event was a matter of rejoicing all over Germany. Particularly Martins of Munich 
took good accounts to Bavaria of you & your associates. 

When you have read the letter enclosed, pray forward to Barnard President of the Co¬ 
lumbia College of New York city. 

I am ever yours 
Geo. Bancroft 

The New York Public Library copy of this collection of tributes formerly belonged 
to George Bancroft and is still accompanied by two manuscript German translations of 
Holmes’s lines, one by an Elisabeth Schick, the other by a Dr. Zermehlo, the latter trans¬ 
lation being printed (the poet’s name given as Zermelo) in the four-page “Extract, 
next described. 
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EXTRACT 

Tributes | From | The United States Of America | To | Christian Gott¬ 
fried Ehrenberg | On His | Fiftieth Anniversary As Doctor Of Medi¬ 
cine I November 5. 1868. | (Extract.) (Nov. 1868) 

At the foot of the fourth page; Buchdruckerei der Kdnigl. Akademie der Wissen- 
schaften (G. Vogt). Berlin, Universitatsstr. 8. 

The only copies noted are those in the Bancroft papers, Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, and the Wilson copy (vol. ii, page 561), now in the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. 

Four-page leaflet, 9W x 7? inches when trimmed and folded, thin white wove paper. 
(The copy in the Massachusetts Historical Society measures, folded, iiiV x 9^; the 
Wilson copy has been trimmed to even the margins.— Ed.) Page [i j; Title as above and 
twenty-two lines of Holmes’s poem, “To Christian Gottfried Ehrenberg.” f2„ the re¬ 
mainder of the poem, with author’s name, dated Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. Sept. 
10. 1868, (3,, title: | Die | Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika | an | Christian Gottfried 
Ehrenberg | zur | Feier seines funfzigjahrigen Doctor-Jubilaums | am | 5. November 
1868. I (Auszug,) I . This German title followed by twenty lines of the German trans¬ 
lation of Holmes’s poem. [4j, the remainder of the translation, and below it: (Aus dem 
Englischen iibertragen von Dr. Zermelo in Berlin.). 

The type was reset for this “extract,” the lines being a bit longer than in the twelve- 
pnge publication recorded above. 

In this and in the larger publication an error was made in the tenth line on the sec¬ 
ond page of the original, the word several being used instead of severed. The exaspera¬ 
tion felt by Holmes at the misprint is reflected in a letter of November 26, 1868 (Massa¬ 
chusetts Historical Society, Bancroft papers, Bancroft’s copy) : 

. . . I confess myself unable to pass a critical opinion upon the merits of the two translations 
(mentioned above], but the one I can read most easily seems to be very well done, and es¬ 
pecially pleases me as dodging the fearful misprint {several for severed) which I mentioned 
to you as entitling to me the crown of martyrdom as much as being sawn asunder or hung 
up like Polycarp to be stung by wasps and bees. 

What is lo’s gadfly to a misprint coming so near the right word that not one reader in a 
dozen will correct it. and stamping one an idiot every time the press brings the leaden heel of 
the type down upon the paper? Does it not seem the one discord in creation to the miserable 
author? I suppose Virgil is in torture at this very hour over some blunder in the JEncid and 
wishes his poem had been burnt on the strength of it. Nothing makes me feel so foolish as to 
find how such a little matter frets me—I wonder if you know the weakness?—But I am con¬ 
valescent from this erratum now, and greatly pleased to think I had my small part in so de¬ 
lightful a celebration. 

The newspapers follow the leaflet and have the reading several. 

The date on the printed poem, September lo, is the day Holmes sent a corrected ver- 
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sion of the manuscript to President Frederick A. P. Barnard of Columbia University, 
who had suggested changes (letters, Holmes to Barnard, Columbia University library). 



THE AMERICAN STEREOSCOPE 

History Of The American Stereoscope, iTrade-mark depicting the ster¬ 
eoscope, with the words “Joseph L. Bates. Boston” above, and below, 
“Patented Aug 13™ 1867.”) From the Philadelphia Photographer, Jan¬ 
uary, 1869. (Dec. 1868.?) 

Leaf: x 4^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 16 pages. The pamphlet is without 

wrappers, and the title-page is enclosed in triple rules with corner ornaments. At the 
foot of page j3j the copyright notice, entered by Benerman & Wilson, 1868, Eastern Dis¬ 
trict of Pennsylvania, refers to the magazine article. Page [i j, title-page. [2], blank. [3)-9> 
text of Holmes’s article. 10-14, The “Holmes’s Stereoscope.” [Editorial]. 15, advertise¬ 
ment of stereoscopic views. 16, advertisement of stereoscopes, signed: Joseph L. Bates, 
129 Washington Street, Boston. The “Editorial” at page lo is reprinted from the same 
issue of the Philadelphia Photographer, 

Issues; There are two issues of this pamphlet, the sole difference being that in one the 
address, as indicated above, is printed after Bates’s name on the last page, while it is ab¬ 
sent from the other. Which is the earlier? In the Boston directory for 1868 Bates is en¬ 
tered as a dealer in fancy goods at the above address, and so continues up to and in¬ 
cluding the directory for 1872; in 1873 his home address only is given; in 1874 he appears 
as at 6 Beacon Street, as a dealer in stereoscopic and fancy goods. This situation leads to 
the inference that the issue of the pamphlet with the Washington Street address is the 
earlier, the address being left off when he moved—perhaps before he had settled on 
Beacon Street. Copies of both issues are in the Massachusetts Historical Society. 


BONAPARTE—HUMBOLDT 


BONAPARTE, Aug. 15TH, 1769. —HUMBOLDT, Sept. 14TH, 1769. 

(Oct. 1869) 


Printed without the author’s name, but copies seen are autographed. Dated, in print, 
at the foot: September 14,1869. The poem was later given the title “Humboldt s Birth¬ 
day.” 


Single sheet, 134 x 64 inches, white wove paper, verso blank. Copies are in the library 
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of the Essex Institute, the Huntington Library, and the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 

567)- 

This leaflet was struck ofF from the setting of type used for The Atlantic Monthly for 
November 1869; its precedence over The Atlantic is shown by the half-dozen differences 
in punctuation. 

The poem was read at the centennial of Humboldt’s birthday sponsored by the Bos¬ 
ton Society of Natural History, Louis Agassiz delivering an address on the same occa¬ 
sion. The following letter from Holmes to Agassiz (Harvard library), dated October 
4, without year, obviously refers to the occasion and to this printing of the poem: 

My poem will be struck off with the best form of the Atlantic tomorrow, so that I trust you 
will find no inconvenience in waiting with the publication of your Address a few days until 
the poem can be printed “from advance sheets of the Atlantic Monthly” in some one of our 
papers. 

The address by Agassiz and the poem by Holmes were printed together in a pam¬ 
phlet, as recorded at page 567. 

See also page 140. 

FITZ-GREENE HALLECK 

IN MEMORY OF FITZ-GREENE HALLECK. 1 [Rule, | Read at 
the Dedication of his Monument, in Guilford, Connecticut, | July 8, 
1869. I (Rule, (July 1869) 

Printed without Holmes’s name, but all the copies seen are signed by him. 

Four-page leaflet, 8i x 5 inches when folded, white wove paper, printed on the first 
two pages only. 

The following letter is in the Huntington Library: 

Dear Sir, Boston July 2*’ 1869 

I enclose you one of the copies of the lines I have written for the dedication of Halleck’s 
monument. 

I will send you a parcel of them by Express tomorrow. You will of course keep them strictly 
to yourself until the day of the celebration at which time you may distribute them as you see 
fit, if you think them worth the trouble. 

I shall mark a few of them, trusting to your kindness to see that they reach the persons to 
whom they are directed. 

Yours very truly 
O W Holmes. 
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HYMN FOR THE CLASS 

iHymn for the Class Meeting, 1869. Begins :i Thou gracious Power, 
whose mercy lends | (Jan. 1869) 

Printed without the author's name. At the foot: Jan. 6lh, 1869. 

Single sheet, 7! x 5 inches, white paper, verso blank. The copy inserted in the manu¬ 
script record book of the class (page 172) is marked at the foot, “No. i,” and is printed 
on white wove paper; a copy without a number, filed among the memorabilia of the 
class in the Harvard archives, is on white laid paper. (There is another unnumbered 
copy on laid paper in the Brown University library.) A careful scrutiny of the two 
copies reveals that the type was reset for one, presumably the unnumbered copy.* An 
identifying difference is in the first two lines of the first stanza where in the “No. i” 
copy the / of lends is over the d of friends; in the unnumbered copy the / is over the 
final comma. All numbered copies seen are on wove paper: ii in the Wilson collection 
(vol. II, page 563); 13 in the Morgan Library; 15 in the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe; 
16 (from the papers of James Wilder of the class) and 18 both in the Berg collection. 
New York Public Library. 

The manuscript records (page 172) of the class for the meeting of January 6, 1869, 
state that “Printed copies of a Hymn for the Class, which Holmes had not only written 
for us but also caused to be thus printed, were then distributed to all present; and, 
Angier being Chorister, we sang it to ‘Old Hundred,* all rising and standing.** 

HYMN OF PEACE 

“Let us have Peace.” rRulei | Programme | Of The | National Peace 
Jubilee Concert. | (Rulej | First Day. | Boston, Tuesday, June 15, 1869. | 
Commencing at 3 o’clock p.m. | [Rulei | Conductors: | Messrs. P. S. Gil¬ 
more, ... Carl Zerrahn,... Julius Eichberg. | Organist: Dr. John H. Will- 
cox. I Superintendent Of Chorus: | Mr. Eben Tourjee. (June 1869) 

Contains on the third page: Hymn of Peace.—(Written for the occasion by Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, to the music of “Keller’s American Hymn.*' By the Chorus, with 
Organ and full Orchestral accompaniment.) 

Four-page program, 83 x 51V inches when folded, white wove paper, the first and 
fourth pages enclosed by plain rules, the first page with corner ornaments. At the foot 
of the first page: A. M. Lunt, Printer, 112 Washington Street. In one copy seen (Har- 

• A number of Holmes’s private printings are on his own note paper, which is of good quality 
and ordinarily laid paper. "When he had verses like this set up as trial printings, he apparently sup¬ 
plied the paper himself. See “Hymn—The Word of Promise.” page 203. It seems to me more likely 
that the printing on laid paper preceded that on wove paper. Ed. 
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vard library) there is a comma instead of a period after the date 1869. In the Wilson 
copies of the programs for the second and third days, there is a period after the date; in 
the program for the fourth day, there is a comma (vol. ii, page 566). Possibly there were 
two issues of the program for the first day, the Harvard copy with the comma being an 
example of the second issue. 

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION 

The Medical Profession in Massachusetts. A Lecture of a Course by 
Members of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Delivered before the 
Lowell Institute, Jan. 29,1869. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. Boston: Press 
of John Wilson and Son, 1869. (May 1869) 

Holmes gave a copy of this pamphlet to the Boston Public Library on May 20, 1869. 

Leaf: 9^ x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 45 pages. Sig. (ij-3 in 8’s, the last leaf 
blank. Page [i], title-page. [2j, blank. [3r45, text. (46), blank. 

Binding: Gray paper wrappers with title: | The Medical Profession | in Massachu¬ 
setts. 1 (Rulcj I By Oliver Wendell Holmes. | ; stab-stitched. 

This pamphlet is a reprint, repaged and provided with a special title-page, struck off 
from the setting of type used in Lectures Delivered in a Course before the Lowell Insti¬ 
tute, by members of the Massachusetts Historical Society, published by the Society in 

1869. 

NEARING THE SNOW-LINE 

NEARING THE SNOW-LINE. ] (Dec. .? 1869) 

Single sheet, 4!^ x 5!^ inches, white wove paper, verso blank. Printed without the 
author’s name or the date. 

The only copy seen is the Wilson copy (vol. ii, page 568), now in the collection of Mr. 
Howe. It has a figure 4 penciled at the head and is autographed: Oliver Wendell Holmes 
“Atlantic Monthly'”' Jan. 1870. This slip is printed from the setting of type used for 
The Atlantic. The general appearance of this unique item is so much like that of a 
proof slip that decision may well be reserved about its character unless other copies are 
located that may be compared with it. The Wilson collection (vol. n, page 562) also has 
a letter from Holmes to Frederick Locker (afterwards Locker-Lampson), April 18, 

1870, transmitting copies of several poems, which were acquired by Mr. Wilson with the 
letter, namely: a copy of the Ehrenberg tribute of 1868, being the “extract” printed by 
the Berlin Academy, which has a penciled figure i at the head; the “Bonaparte—Hum¬ 
boldt” leaflet of 1869, with a penciled figure 3; the copy of “Nearing the Snow-Line,” 
here described, with a penciled 4; also pages extracted from The Atlantic Monthly hav- 
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ing the poem “Even-Song,” referred to in the letter. If Holmes cut pages from The 
Atlantic to send to his friend, may he not as well have used an odd proof slip of the 
“Snow-Line” poem for the same purpose? 

(Mr. Currier’s argument, it seems to me, could apply to two* of the pieces sent to 
Locker; the fact that there is more than one copy of the Bonaparte-Humboldt item does 
not preclude the possibility that they are extra proofs. Holmes’s letter to Agassiz, page 
137, allows the inference that it is an extra proof intended to be given to the newspapers 
for advance printing. The copy sent to Locker has been trimmed, measuring io 5 x 6 
inches. In a letter to Mr. Currier, Mr. Wilson argued for regarding “Nearing the Snow- 
Line” as a leaflet, offering the trimness of its margins as evidence. But Holmes may 
have trimmed this too, for Locker. Its text differs in slight ways, like the text of the 
Bonaparte-Humboldt poem, from The Atlantic. Both, however, differ from an ordi¬ 
nary Atlantic proof slip in not having rows of large dots along the margins. Holmes 
was in the habit of asking for extra proofs, as many as four, and he also liked to be sure 
that the newspapers got the right text. It seems likely that neither the Bonaparte-Hum¬ 
boldt poem nor “Nearing the Snow-Line” can be regarded as carefully prepared leaflets 
meant for large distribution like the leaflet printings of the poem to Fitz-Greene Hal- 
leck, 1869, or the hymn for the class meeting, 1869, and so forth. They are like the slips 
given to the Longfellow party on its departure, not like the finished leaflet of that poem, 
1868. A proof neatly signed and presented by the author, however, has perhaps a special 
status.— Ed.) 



MEMORIAL HALL 


Harvard College. | (Rulei | Services On The | Laying Of The Corner 


Stone Of Memorial Hall, October 6,1870. 


(Oct. 1870) 


Contains, on the third and fourth 
anguish of hearts that are breaking,” 
sian National Air. 


pages, Holmes’s hymn, beginning “Not with the 
to be sung by the audience to the tune of the Rus- 


Four-page program, 8i x 5J inches when folded, slightly tinted laid paper. At the foot 
of the fourth page: Cambridge: Press of John Wilson and Son. 


• His letter laments not being able to find a copy of “Even-Song, and then 
found one—the cut pages. He evidently had no extra proofs on hand. 


adds that he has 
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MECHANISM IN THOUGHT AND MORALS 

Mechanism in Thought and Morals. An Address Delivered before the 
Phi Beta Kappa Society of Harvard University, June 29, 1870. With 
Notes and Afterthoughts. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. [Quotation from 
Pascal] Boston: James R. Osgood & Co., Late Ticknor & Fields, and 
Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1871. (Feb. 1871) 

Quotation on the title-page; “Car il ne faut pas se meconnaitre, nous sommes auto¬ 
mates autant qu esprit.”—Pascal: Pensees, chap. xi. § 4, 

Entered for copyright January 27, 1871, and copies deposited February 17. Copyright 
number: 1871-691. On December 19, 1870, Holmes wrote to Mr. Stewart (presumably 
George Stewart, mentioned on page 196) that the essay was “printed” but not “pub¬ 
lished,” that he himself did not yet have a copy. (See also below under “Contracts.”) On 
January 22 he wrote to Henry Howard Brownell that publication was deferred to ac¬ 
commodate the English publishers, who had not yet received the proof sheets. (This 
letter was misdated 1870 for 1871. It is privately owned. The letter to Stewart is in the 
Morgan Library.) The Boston Athenaeum Library purchased a copy on February i, and 
Harvard received one from the publishers on the fourth. The price of the book was $i .00. 

Leaf: x 4^ inches, trimmed. Collation: ioi pages. Sig. [ij-6 in 8’s, 7 in 4, the last 

leaf blank. Page [ij, title-page. i2], copyright notice: 1871, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
and printer’s note: Boston: Stereotyped and Printed by Rand, Avery, & Frye. 3-4, In¬ 
troduction. 5-101, text. [I02-104J, blank. 

Binding: Maroon, terra-cotta, or green cloth, in four cloth patterns, beveled, edges 

trimmed. Chocolate end-papers, with title and author’s name stamped in gold on the 

front cover and in blind on the back. Spine lettered lengthwise: Mechanism in Thought 

and Morals. One flyleaf at each end of the book in addition to the final blank leaf of the 
last signature. 

Late issue: Numerous copies show a different collation, namely: gatherings of 
twelve leaves each, followed by two of six leaves, with a final gathering of four leaves. 
Copies noted with the earliest flyleaf dates are not of this second collation, nor are such 
presentation copies to the author’s intimates as have been seen. A copy in the Berg col¬ 
lection (New York Public Library) with the second collation has the flyleaf date July 
1871. This establishes the order of issue and is corroborated by imperfect type noticed 
here and there in the copies with twelve-leaf gatherings. When copies of the two issues 

are placed side by side, it is noticeable that the ink used for the earlier issue is of a less 
intense black. 
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Impressions: The publisher's records note six impressions of this essay, the dates and 
copies printed being as follows: first, February 1871, 1,500 copies; second, March 1871, 
1,015 copies; third. May 1872, 275 copies; fourth, January 1877, 100 copies; fifth. May 
1879,100 copies; sixth, July 1881,100 copies. The plates were melted in May 1889. 

Author’s correction : The careless omission of the word not at the end of line 4, page 
23, has escaped the attention of the proofreaders in all impressions; the error appears 
also in the English reprint of 1871. In a number of copies, and presumably in all presen¬ 
tation copies, this word has been inserted in pencil, the handwriting that of Holmes 
himself. 

Contracts: Two contracts have recently been added to the Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion. They are identical except for the dates, one being dated December 7, 1870, and the 
other January 27, 1871. Both stipulate that Holmes is to receive ten per cent of the re¬ 
tail price of every copy sold. 

(Holmes may have circulated this address in printed form before this publication. In 
a letter to Henry Howard Brownell, privately owned, he says he is glad Brownell likes 
the “fine-print address” and announces his intention to get it ready for publication in 
more presentable form. The letter is undated, but references to the recent deaths of Ad¬ 
miral Farragut, John Pendleton Kennedy, and Gardner Brewer date the letter October 
1870. Possibly Holmes sent Brownell a pull of proof or offprint from the Boston Daily 
Advertiser printing. 

The sale of this piece surprised Holmes. He thought a dollar too high a price and 
scarcely expected the first impression to sell. The happy results gratified him. On March 
26,1871, he wrote his old friend John O. Sargent—Sargent papers, vol. ii, page i, Massa¬ 
chusetts Historical Society—saying that he would send a copy of the book “for which I 
have made you wait, as I may have told you, with a glow of satisfaction, because the 
publishers had sold out my first large edition.” *— Ed.) 

ENGLISH EDITION 

Mechanism in Thought and Morals An Address with Notes and After¬ 
thoughts By Oliver Wendell Holmes London Sampson Low, Son, 
and Marston Crown Buildings, 188 Fleet Street 1871 All rights re- 
served (Feb. 1871) 

Listed as a new publication in the Publishers' Circular, London, February 15, 1871, 
price 1/6. 

Leaf: 6^ x 4^ inches. Collation : iv, 124 pages. At the foot of page 124: Spottiswoode 
& Co., New Street Square, London. 

In his own copy (Harvard library) Holmes made a number of manuscript corrections. 

• Sargent’s copy then, if found, should have the second collation and the dark ink, if the order of 
issues noted above is correct. 
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WELCOME TO GRAND DUKE ALEXIS 

Order of Exercises | At The | Musical Entertainment. | In Honor Of 
His Imperial Highness, The | Grand Duke Alexis, | Of Russia, | By 1200 
Pupils Of The Public Schools, | Under the direction of the Committee 
from the City Council, and the j Music Committee of the School Board. 
[Seal of the City of Boston] | Julius Eichberg, Supervisor of Music in 
Public Schools, [dotted rulei Conductor. \ J. B. Sharland, [dotted rulei 
Organist. \ At The | Boston Music Hall, \ On Saturday Afternoon, De¬ 
cember 9, 1871, I Commencing At 4 O’Clock, Precisely. (Dec. 1871) 

Contains, on the second page, Holmes’s Song (afterwards printed with the title “Wel¬ 
come to the Grand Duke Alexis”) to be sung to the air of the “Russian Hymn.” 

Four-page program, 9^ x 6| inches when folded, white wove paper, the fourth page 
blank, the printed pages enclosed by double rules, with ornaments at the corners and at 
the middle of the lines. At the foot of the first page below the frame: Rockwell & 
Churchill, City Printers, 122 Washington Street, Boston. A copy is in the Harvard 
Theatre collection. 

THE YOUNG PRACTITIONER 

Valedictory Address, Delivered to the Graduating Class of the Bellevue 
Hospital College, March 2, 1871. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., 
Parkman Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in the Medical School 
of Harvard University. [Reprinted from the N. Y. Medical Journal, 
April, 1871.] New York: D. Appleton & Company, 549 & 551 Broad¬ 
way. 1871. (May 1871) 

Afterwards given the title “The Young Practitioner.” The American Literary Gazette 

and Publishers Circular, May 15, 1871, announces the pamphlet as recently published. 
Price five cents. 

Leaf: 9i x 5^^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 23 pages. Sig. [ij in 8, 2 in 4. Page (i,, 

title-page. (2,, blank. [31-23, Valedictory Address. (24,, blank. Binding: Glazed yellow 

wrappers, stab-stitched, with the title exactly reproducing the title-page but enclosed 

by printer’s double rules, the fourth page of the wrapper with an advertisement of the 
"New York^ Medical Journal. 
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THE CLAIMS OF DENTISTRY 

The Claims of Dentistry. (Rulei An Address Delivered at the Com¬ 
mencement Exercises Of the Dental Department In Harvard University, 
February 14, 1872. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., Parkman Pro¬ 
fessor of Anatomy. [Rulej Boston: Printed by Rand, Avery, & Co. 1872. 

(Mar. 1872) 

In a letter to Henry Howard Brownell, March ly, 1872 (privately owned), Holmes 
announces that this pamphlet is “just now in the press”; it is being printed, he says, be¬ 
cause the dentists want to have it in a handsome pamphlet.” It is not from the same 
setting of type as The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of February 29, in which it 
first appeared. 

Leaf: 9^ x 6 inches, untrimmed. Collation 135 pages. Sig. [1,-4 in 4’s, 5 in 2. Page (ij, 
title-page. (2), blank. f3]-35, text. 1363, blank. Binding: Light brown wrappers, with 
title and author’s name and double rules above and below. 

POSTHUMOUS REPRINT 

“The Claims of Dentistry” An Address Delivered at the Commence¬ 
ment Exercises of the Dental Department in Harvard University, Feb¬ 
ruary 14, 1872 by Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D. Parkman Professor 
of Anatomy (Reprinted by the College of Dentistry, University of Min¬ 
nesota, with the kind permission of Harvard University Dental School) 

Leaf: x 5U inches, trimmed. Collation: 16 pages. Binding: Gray wrappers 

with title exactly like the title-page. There is no record of the date of printing; copies 
in the Harvard library and the Yale medical library were received in March 1923- 


THE POET AT THE BREAKFAST-TABLE 


FIRST EDITION 


The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. His Tallis with His Fellow-Boarders 
And the Reader, [Publisher’s monogram] Boston: James R. Osgood and 
Company, Late Ticknor & Fields, and Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1872. 

_ , . J U ■ I ^^72) 

1 he author is not named on the title-page. 
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Entered for copyright September 30, 1872, and copies deposited October 19. Copy¬ 
right number: 1872-10411. The publishers presented a copy to the Harvard library on 
October 16, and the Boston Daily Advertiser of the same date announced it for Octo¬ 
ber 17; it is listed among the new books in the Publishers and Stationers' Weekly Trade 
Circular, New York, in its issue of October 24. Price $2.00. 

Leaf: 71^ x 4!^ inches, trimmed. Collation: [ivj, 418 pages, comprising a prelimi¬ 
nary signature of two leaves, followed by sig. A-Z in 8’s, and a final, unlettered gathering 
of two leaves, the last leaf blank. A second set of signatures (numbers) is provided for 
printing in 12’s. Page pj, blank, [iij, woodcut frontispiece with tissue guard: The Old 
Gambrel-Roofed House, piij, title-page, [ivj, copyright notice: 1872, by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, and printer’s note: University Press: Welch, Bigelow, & Co., Cambridge, [ij- 
412, text. [413J-418, Index. 

Binding : Green or maroon beveled cloth (three cloth patterns noted), edges trimmed, 
chocolate end-papers (pasted in), with winged urn stamped in gold on the front cover 
and in blind on the back cover. Spine lettered: | The | Poet | at the | Breakfast Table ; 
at the foot: the JRO and co. monogram. One flyleaf is ordinarily found at the front and 
one at the back of the volume, the latter in addition to the last blank leaf. After the 
publication of this volume, the dark green beveled cloth binding, with the winged tea 
urn stamped in gold on the front cover and in blind on the back cover, was adopted as 
the standard binding for Holmes’s writings.* 

Variant copies: The misspelling talle for table in the running title on page 9 is as¬ 
sumed to be the mark of early copies, but the word is correct in the Harvard copy of 
October 16; and, curiously enough, in the two copies purchased on October 19 by the 
Boston Athenseum, it is correct in one and incorrect in the other. 

Impressions: The first impression was of 3,000 copies (manuscript Cost Book F320), 
and two more, each of 1,000 copies, followed in December and March (F320, G61) ; the 
next impression (280 copies) was not needed until January 1875 (G321). In all, the 
publisher’s records list, from 1872 to 1891, twenty-nine impressions from the original 
plates, comprising some 23,100 copies; these plates were melted in December 1892, since 
the volume had been reset for the Riverside edition of 1891. 

Holmes included the following poems in this work: 

37 Homesick in Heaven. 

71 Fantasia. 

* This was the first use of the tea-urn binding. Subsequently, the other two breakfast-table books 
(advertised as a series in 1880) and the two novels, Elsie Venner and The Guardian Angel, were 
given the same binding. Holmes’s later prose works, Medical Essays, Pages From an Old Volume 
oj Life. A Mortal Antipathy. Our Hundred Days in Europe, and Over the Tea Cups, were issued 
m this binding, all copies of the first three being so bound, and some copies of the last two. The urn 
binding was also used in 1880 for the Household edition of Holmes’s poems. Thus a set of Holmes’s 
writings was available in uniform binding, although no general title-page was provided tying the 
set together. The Sheet Stock Books, vol. vi, page 142, use the term “set” to designate this binding. 
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102 AuntTabitha. 

134 J. A. [Our Sweet Singer.j 

Pages 169, 201, 230, 270, 302, 334, 364. Wind-Clouds and Star-Drifts. 

Page 410 Epilogue to the Breakfast-Table Series. 

The first printing of all these poems was in the successive chapters of the book as it ap¬ 
peared in 'The Atlantic Monthly. All but “Wind-Clouds and Star-Drifts” reappeared in 
Songs of Many Seasons, 1875, blank-verse series waiting until the publication of the 
Household edition of Holmes’s poems, 1877. 

ENGLISH EDITION 

The Poet at the Breakfast Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes Author 
of “The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table,” etc. London George 
Routledge and Sons The Broadway, Ludgate. 1872. (Copyright.) 

(Nov. 1872) 

Advertised as a new publication in The Athenceum, London, October 26, 1872; price 
3/6, cheap edition (boards) 2/0. 

Leaf: 7x4! inches, untrimmed. Collation; [2], 370 pages. 

Routledge had also purchased American sheets (letter, Edmund Routledge to 
Holmes, December 9,1882). 

REVISED EDITION. 1 883 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table He talks with his Fellow-boarders and 
the Reader (Publisher’s device] Boston Houghton, Mifflin and Com¬ 
pany New York: ii East Seventeenth Street The Riverside Press, 
Cambridge 1883. (Jan. 1883) 

Preface dated: December, 1882. Published January 20, 1883 (Showing Books B, page 
124). Price $2.00. 

Leaf: 7^ x 5 inches, trimmed. Collation: (2j, iv, 418 pages, and inserted frontispiece. 
Binding: Standard, uniform binding of dark green beveled cloth, gilt top, with winged 
tea urn in gold on the front, in blind on the back cover. Frontispiece: The gambrel- 
roofed house. Impressions: For this edition the plates (corrected and restored) of the 
1872 edition were used; it was superseded in 1891 by the Riverside edition from new 
plates. For a statement of the number of impressions and copies made from the old 
plates, see above. Copies for the British trade: According to the publisher’s records 
250 copies of this impression were shipped in March in sheets, with appropriate cancel 
title-page, to David Douglas, Edinburgh (Showing Books B, loc. cit.; Riverside Press 
cost book, 1883-84, page 21). Listed in the Publishers' Circular, June i, 1883; one vol¬ 
ume, price 10/6. 
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TWO VOLUMES. EDINBURGH. 1883 

The Poet at the Breakfast Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes Author’s 
Edition Vol. I. [II.i Edinburgh David Douglas, Castle Street 1884 

(Dec. 1883) 

Listed as a new publication in the Publishers' Circular, London, December 6, 1883; 
price two shillings. 

Leaf: 5^ x 3^ inches. Collation: Vol. i: 256 pages. Vol. ii: 267, (i, pages. An adver¬ 
tising leaf at the front lists this as one of a “Pocket Edition, in One Shilling Volumes. 
The Breahjast-Table Series, Author's Edition, with his latest notes. . . . The author’s 
rights in this edition are reserved”; also, “Published by arrangement with the proprie¬ 
tors of the copyright of the first edition, Messrs. G. Routledge & Sons.” 

BIRTHDAY EDITION. 189O 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table by Oliver Wendell Holmes Hough¬ 
ton MifHin and Company mdcc (sw)cxci [Riverside Press device: 

(Oct. 1890) 

Birthday edition, new plates from reset type, in two volumes, paged continuously; 
the volume numbering on the half-titles, not on the title-pages. Entered for copyright 
October 8,1890, and copies deposited October 16. Copyright numbers: 1890-31194, 31195. 
Published October ii, 1890 (Showing Books I, page 96). Price $2.50. 

Leaf : 7 x 4!J inches, trimmed. Collation : Vol. i : vii, ,ij, 246 pages. Vol. ii : [4,, (247,- 
503 pages. Title-pages: Decorative line cuts to match The Autocrat of 1890. Binding: 
Green cloth, gilt tops. Probably issued with dust jacket; see The Professor, page 92. 
Impressions: The publisher’s records list four impressions, from 1890 to 1899, compris¬ 
ing a total of 2,500 copies. The plates were melted December 1942. 


POSTHUMOUS REPRINTS 


The Poet at the Breakfast-Table By OliverWendellHolmes With 
Illustrations by HMBrock London-JMDenf&C’ Boston & New 
York Houghton-Mifflin-&-C’ 1902 


Published November 22,1902 (Showing Books S, page 18). Leaf: 7§ x 4^ inches gilt 
top, fore and lower edges untrimmed. Collation : ,4,, vii-xii, 351, , pages, and inserted 

frontispiece. On page ,352,; Printed by Turnbull and Spears, Edinburgh. Includes, in 
addition to the photogravure jfrontispiece, seven full-page, thirty-five half-page, and 
nine vignette line cuts. Contains Holmes’s preface of 1882 and his “Preface to the New 
Edition, August i, 1891. Copies for the American market have a substitute title-page 
with the imprint: Boston & New York Houghton-Mifflin & C’ London-J-M-Dent-l 
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O’. 1902. The publisher’s records note that four impressions were imported in 1902, 
1906,1907, and 1910, comprising a total of 1,500 copies. 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table By Oliver Wendell Holmes [Orna¬ 
ment] Boston and New York Houghton Mifflin Company The River¬ 
side Press Cambridge 1916 

Half-title: The Brock Edition, Published March 4* 191b (Riverside Press files). Leaf: 
yi inches. Collation: vii, (2], 502 pages, and four inserted plates. Like The Autocrat 
and The Professor, this volume has the misleading binding and lacks all but four of the 
illustrations. The plates are those of the Birthday edition. There were two impressions, 
each of 500 copies, in March 1916 and November 1920. 



ADDRESS. FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE 

[Address for the Opening of the Fifth Avenue Theatre, New York, 
December 3, 1873. Beginsu AUTHOR’S PRIVATE COPY. | No. i. | 
Hang out our banners on the stately tower! (Nov. 1873) 

Private printing of the poem for the use of the actors who would recite it on the oc¬ 
casion of the opening of Augustin Daly’s new playhouse and for limited distribution. 
Printed in pica (12 point) type without title or author’s name and evidently with dif¬ 
ferent printed number for each copy; the copy in the Harvard Holmes collection being 
No. i; the Wilson copy. No. 15 (vol. n, page 573). 

Four-page leaflet, ii x inches when folded, white wove paper; pages 2-4 are num¬ 
bered and have the running head: Private Copy. 

Holmes has made a manuscript correction in the copies seen, altering the word 
climbing to creeping in line 12 on page 4, which change appears in Songs of Many Sea¬ 
sons. 

Shortly after the matinee performance on New Year’s Day, 1873, Augustin Dalys 
Fifth Avenue Theatre was completely destroyed by fire. With characteristic energy, 
Daly promptly made plans for a new building. The new theatre, at Twenty-eighth 
Street and Broadway, was opened with a gala performance on December 3. At the sug¬ 
gestion of the Boston publisher, James R. Osgood, Mr. Daly had invited Holmes to 
write a poem for the occasion. Holmes’s letters in response are now in the Harvard 
Theatre collection and were printed in Joseph Francis Daly’s life of his brother Augus¬ 
tin (1937, pages 150-52). The letter acknowledging the invitation is dated November 
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3, 1873. On the fifth, Holmes wrote that Mr. Osgood had suggested $250 as a fair 
honorarium, but expressed his willingness to undertake the task for nothing; on the 
seventh, he sent a draft of the poem and offered to have a few copies privately printed 
by a printer “who is quite safe”; on the twenty-first, he sent “No. 2” of the privately 
printed poem and suggested that it be called An Address, adding that he had not shown 
it to a single person, not even to his family, and that “the types were at once distributed 
and all vestiges of it at the office destroyed by my own confidential printer.” 

The first portion of the poem was recited by a member of the company, Miss Fanny 
Morant, and as she read the lines 

And lo! the glories of that brighter world! 

Behold the offspring of the Thespian cart, 

the curtain rose, revealing the entire Fifth Avenue company. At this point the read¬ 
ing of the poem was taken over and completed by Mr. Frank Hardenberg. Copies of 
the program on paper, blue silk, and pink silk are in the Harvard Theatre collection. 
The play selected for the occasion was James Albery’s “Fortune!” This was an un¬ 
fortunate selection; in his Annals of the New Yorl^ Stage (vol. ix, page 393), Odell re¬ 
marks, “A more disastrous failure has seldom broken a manager’s spirit.” 


1874 

HYMN FOR THE DEDICATION OF MEMORIAL HALL 

Harvard College. | lOrnamental rulei | Dedication Day. | (Ornamental 
rule. I June 23, 1874. (June 1874) 

Contains, on the third page: Hymn, Written for the Occasion, by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, to be sung by the Assembly. The hymn was later printed with the title “Hymn 
for the Dedication of Memorial Hall.” 

Four-page program, 5J x 4ft inches when folded, pale green wove paper, embossed 
with fine parallel lines, the fourth page blank. 

JEFFRIES WYMAN 

PROFESSOR JEFFRIES WYMAN. | A Memorial Outline. BY 
OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. | REPRINTED FROM THE 
ATLANTIC MONTHLY FOR NOVEMBER, 1874. (Oct. 1874) 

Without imprint on the title-page. Printed October 24, in double columns from the 
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plates of The Atlantic Monthly, by the Riverside Press, for Dr. Morrill Wyman, in an 
issue of no copies (Riverside Press cost book 1874-75, 

Leaf: gi x6 inches, trimmed. Collation: 15 pages in one gathering, without wrap¬ 
pers. Page [I], title. ^2], blank. text, jibj, blank. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL APPEAL FOR FUNDS 

LEAFLET 

Medical Education. | [Begins:] The Harvard Medical School, by its new 
system of medical instruction, now in (Oct. 1874) 

Four-page leaflet, loi^ x 8 inches when folded, white wove paper, the fourth page 
blank. Copies are in the library of the Harvard Medical School, the Massachusetts His¬ 
torical Society (Warren papers, vol. xxxvii), the Boston Athen^um, and the Surgeon- 
General’s Library. 

The leaflet begins with an appeal to the public for contributions toward the erection 
of a new building, to the amount of $200,000, signed by 51 persons, including Holmes. 
The appeal is followed by: [Extracts from addresses delivered at a public meeting held 
in Horticultural Hall, October 22, 1874.] These “Extracts” comprise “Remarks of 
President Eliot,” and “Remarks of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes,” pages [2-3), followed 
by an extract from The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of October 22, 1874. The 
leaflet omits about one quarter of Holmes’s remarks as reported in the Boston Daily 
Advertiser of October 23, 1874; the omitted portions relate in part to endowment for 
professorships and to scholarships for students. The item next to be described has 
Holmes’s remarks in full. 

BROADSIDE 

The Harvard Medical College. | (Rulej | Meeting to Promote the Erec¬ 
tion of a New I Building. | [Rule] (Oct. 1874) 

Single sheet, 20J x gi inches, white wove paper, verso blank, printed in three columns 
with the title above heading the first column, largely from the same setting of type as 
that used in the Boston Daily Advertiser, October 23, 1874. Copies are in the library of 
the Harvard Medical School and in the Massachusetts Historical Society (Warren pa¬ 
pers, vol. xxxvii). 

Contains the remarks (at the meeting held in Horticultural Hall, October 22) of ex- 
Governor John H. Clifford, President Charles W. Eliot, Dr. Holmes, Dr. E. H. Clarke, 
and Rev. E. E. Hale, followed by the announcement of a committee of fifty, with an ad¬ 
dress to be signed by this committee, and the announcement of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee. 

The chief differences between this printing and that in the Advertiser are the omis- 
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sion here of an introductory account of the meeting (four inches) and the summarizing 
of Hale’s remarks, which here occupy two inches as against fifteen in the Advertiser. 
Holmes’s remarks are printed in full (23^ inches). In the Advertiser the headline is 
“Harvard’s Needs. A New Building for the Medical College.” 


MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR SUMNER 


City of Boston. 
Charles Sumner, 


[Seal of the Cityi 
At Music hall, 


Memorial Services | In Honor Of 
Wednesday, 29th April, 1874. 

(Apr. 1874) 


Contains, on the third page, Holmes’s Hymn, to be sung to “A Holland National 
Air.” The first words are “Once more, ye sacred towers,” 


Four-page program, 10 x 6M inches when folded, white wove paper, each page en¬ 
closed in a frame of printer’s ornaments. At the foot: Rockwell & Churchill, City 
Printers, 122 Washington Street, Boston. Copies are in the Harvard Theatre collec¬ 
tion, Harvard Holmes collection, and the Boston Public Library. 



CRIME AND AUTOMATISM 


CRIME AND AUTOMATISM. | with a notice of m. prosper 
despine’s psychologie naturelle. (Mar. 1875) 

Printed by the Riverside Press, March 30, 1875, from the same setting of type, re¬ 
paged, as used in The Atlantic Monthly for April, in an issue of 34 copies, charged to 
Holmes’s account (Riverside Press cost book, 1874-75, P^g^ 240). 


Leaf : x 6^^ inches, trimmed. Collation : 16 pages in a single gathering. Without 

wrappers or title-page. The text is in two columns headed as above, page [ij; signed at 

the end, page 16: Oliver Wendell Holmes. The only copy seen is in the Boston Medical 
Library. 


GRANDMOTHER’S STORY OF BUNKER-HILL 

MEMORIAL 

Memorial iFull-page illustration) Bunker Hill 1775 June 17*“ 
1875 James R. Osgood & Co., Publishers, Boston. (June 1875) 
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Contains Holmes s Grandmother s Story of Bunker-Hill Battle’* written expressly 
for this publication. The illustrated cover serves as the title-page. Entered for copyright 
May 17, 1875, and copies deposited June 8. Copyright number: 1875-5087. Listed as a 
new publication in Publishers* Weekly, New York, June 12, 1875. Price 25 cents. 

Leaf: loi x yi inches, trimmed. Collation: 16 pages in one gathering. Binding: Il¬ 
lustrated gray wrappers. 


The first four pages contain Holmes’s poem, with marginal illustrations, reproduced 
from pen drawings apparently; the rest of the brochure is devoted to an account of the 
battle, signed at the end James M. Bugbee, illustrated by line cuts and drawings. The 
cover and the illustrative drawings were done by H. M. Stephenson, who signed some 
of them H. M. Stephenson, Harry Stephenson, or simply H.M.S. At the foot of the first 
page of Holmes’s poem is the note: “As this Poem is written expressly for this Me¬ 
morial, and not intended for publication elsewhere, the Publishers request that it be 
not copied or reprinted.” The request was disregarded by some papers as noted at page 
311. Copies of the pamphlet are found in which is inserted a printed slip (italics), re¬ 
peating this request, as follows: 

TO THE PRESS 

We take pleasure in sending to the Press the accompanying "Bunker Hill Memorial.” The 
leading feature is the Poem, written expressly for this pamphlet, by Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. As the reprinting of it would manifestly injure the sale of the “Memorial,” we par¬ 
ticularly request that it shall not be copied in full. At the same time wc are willing that oc¬ 
casional extracts shall be printed 

Boston. 


James R. Osgood & Co. 


PRIVATE PRINTING, 1 876 

No. [Private Copy.] Grandmother’s Story of Bunker-Hill Battle: As 
She Saw It From the Belfry. [Double rulei By Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

(1876 ?) 

The only copy seen of this private printing is the one presented by Holmes to the Bos¬ 
ton Public Library. The accession date is Mar. 2,1877; the original manuscript shelf list 
(vol. for G 170—G 309, page for G 290), adds to the entry for this pamphlet the note: 
“(Boston. 1876).” 

Leaf: 14 x loi inches, trimmed. Collation: Ten numbered leaves printed on one 
side only in great primer (18 point) type. Without title-page. With a caption title on the 
first page of the text: “Grandmother’s Story of Bunker-Hill Battle.” Binding: Gray 
wrappers, with title as above. Holmes has filled in the number “3” and added below the 
words “[Private Copy.]” a note: “for old eyes. Six printed.” 

There is no possibility that this printing antedates the Memorial. It has the reading 
“a lonely, helpless daughter” in the last line of the sixth stanza. Holmes’s manuscript 
evidently read: “a woman and a young one.” In a letter written to Osgood while the 
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Memorial was in press, Holmes asked for the change, fearing that some dull reader 
would, with a shock, read the phrase “a woman with a young one” (Arnold catalogue, 
Bool{s and Letters, 1901, lot 367, page 91). 

ILLUSTRATED BY MCVICKAR. 1 883 

Grandmother’s Story of Bunker Hill Battle By Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Illustrated by H. W. MWickar. Imprinted at New York by Dodd, Mead 
& Company By arrangement with Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 

(Oct. 1883) 

Entered for copyright and copies deposited August 31, 1B83. Copyright number: 
1883-15934. Listed as a new publication in Publishers' Weekly, New York, October 20, 
1883. Price $2.00. Each page contains an illustration lithographed in color. 

Leaf; 9 x inches, trimmed. Collation; 32 pages. On the first page: Armstrong & 
Co. Lithographers. Boston. On the back of the title-page: Copyright, 1875. By James R. 
Osgood & Co. Copyright, 1883. By Houghton, Mifflin & Co. and Dodd, Mead & Com¬ 
pany. Binding: Lavender cloth stamped in brown with illustrative design and letter¬ 
ing; also in illustrated boards, back and front covers alike. 

HYMN FOR GOVERNOR ANDREW 

Order of Exercises | —At The— | Inauguration of the Statue of j Gov. 
Andrew, | —At The— | “Old Meeting House,” | Hingham, \ Thursday, 
October jth. 1875. ] (Dotted rule) j ]ournal Press, Hingham. 

I (Oct. 1875) 

Contains on the second page: | 4. Hymn.- Olit/er Wendell Holmes. \ Music 

By Howard M. Dow. 

Four-page program, 8x5 inches when folded, white wove paper. 

The last page contains the announcement: The Music will be rendered by a Selected 
Choir of Male Voices, Under the direction of Mr. Howard M. Dow. 


SONGS OF MANY SEASONS 


Songs of Many Seasons. 1862-1874. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. [Pub¬ 
lisher’s monogram) Boston: James R. Osgood and Company, Late Tick- 
nor & Fields, and Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1875. (Oct. 1874) 

Entered for copyright October 22, 1874, and copies deposited October 27. Copyright 
number: 1874-13102. Listed as a new publication in Publishers’ Weekly, New York, 
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October 24, and the Boston Daily Advertiser, October 24, announced it as “published 
today.” The Yale library has a copy with the flyleaf date October 16, and the Harvard 
library received a copy from the publishers on October 24. Price $2.00. 

Leaf: 6} x 41*^ inches, trimmed, wove paper. Collation: xii, 216 pages, comprising 
a preliminary gathering of six leaves, followed by sig. 1-9 in 12’s; also with a second set 
of signatures (letters) for folding in 8’s. Page [i], title-page, pij, copyright notice: 1874, 
by James R. Osgood & Co., and printer’s note: University Press; Welch, Bigelow, & Co., 
Cambridge, piij-vii, introductory poems, namely, “Opening the Window” and “Pro¬ 
gramme,” the latter dated October 7, 1874. [viiij, blank, [ixj-xii. Contents, (ij-216, text. 
At the foot of page 216: Cambridge: Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. 

Binding: Beveled cloth, three colors noted (green, maroon, terra cotta), three cloth 
patterns noted, edges trimmed, chocolate end-papers pasted in, with one flyleaf at each 
end in addition to the free end-papers, with the name “Holmes” within an ornamented 
gilt panel on the front cover, the back cover with an ornament stamped in blind, the 
spine lettered: | Songs | Of | Many | Seasons | (Rulcj | O.W. Holmes | ; at the foot, the 
JRO and Co. monogram. 

Impressions : There are copies printed on a heavier, laid paper that show broken type, 
examples being on pages 194 and 195. These copies on laid paper appear in two forms: 
one consisting of gatherings in 12’s, like the first issue, with green end-papers; the other 
with gatherings in 8’s, chocolate end-papers. The second form is later for it shows addi¬ 
tional type imperfections, examples being broken D in the title on page 7, and the sig¬ 
nature letter L blotted out on page 177. The publisher’s manuscript Cost Books (G208) 
indicate that the paper for the second impression cost almost one and a third times as 
much as that for the first impression. 

The publisher’s records (loc, cit.) note the first impression of 1,500 copies as received 
from the manufacturing department on October 19, 1874, and a second impression of 
750 copies on November 30; only two later impressions are noted, one of 280 copies in 
February 1875 (^ 3 ^^) 5 °® copies in June 1882 (Sheet Stock Books, vol. iv, 

page 107). The plates were melted in 1884; a remainder of 150 copies was still in stock 
in September 1893. 

All but one of the sixty-five poems of this volume were here first brought together in 
a collection devoted wholly to Holmes’s poems, the exception being “Our Oldest 
Friend,” included in the Humorous Poems, 1865. The two introductory poems had 
never before appeared in print, and this version of “At the Pantomime” is new, the early 
version being in Gifts of Ge«/«r,New York, 1859, under the title “The Beni-Israel. Five 
of the poems first read at the dinners of the class of 1829 seem to be here first printed, 
namely, “The Old Cruiser,” “The Smiling Listener,” “What I Have Come For, 
“H.C.M. H.S. J.K.W.,” and “Our Banker.” The “Hymn for the Class-Meeting,” 
1869, is also a first printing except for the leaflet distributed to the class. For two other 
poems no previous printing has been noted, although it would seem highly probable 
that one of them, “One Country,” must have been in some newspaper in 1865. The 
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other, “At a Dinner to General Grant,” is something of a mystery; although it was 
written for a public occasion, no newspaper mention of it has been found, and perhaps 
it was not actually delivered (see page 311). Thus, according to information now noted, 
nine, at the most, of the poems of the volume were here first printed, the titles starred 
in the list which follows. 

Contents : 

^Opening the Window. 

^Programme. [Reader—gentle—if so be.] 

In the Quiet Days. 

An Old-Year Song. 

Bill and Joe. 

Dorothy Q. A Family Portrait. 

The Organ-Blower. 

Homesick in Heaven, 

Fantasia. The “Young girl’s” Poem, 

Aunt Tabitha. The “Young girl’s” Poem. 

At the Pantomime. 

After the Fire. 

A Ballad of the Boston Tea-Party. 

Epilogue to the Breakfast-Table Series. Autocrat— 

Professor—Poet. 

Nearing the Snow-Line. 

In War-Time. 

To Canaan. A Puritan War-Song. 

“Thus Saith the Lord, I Offer Thee Three Things.” 

“Choose You This Day Whom Ye Will Serve.” 

Never or Now! An Appeal. 

The Last Charge. 

*One Country. 

Sherman’s in Savannah! A Half-Rhymed Impromptu. 

God Save the Flag! 

Hymn after the Emancipation Proclamation. 

Hymn for the Fair at Chicago. 

Songs of Welcome and Farewell. 

America to Russia. 

Welcome to the Grand Duke Alexis. 

At the Banquet to the Grand Duke Alexis. 

At the Banquet to the Chinese Embassy. 

At the Banquet to the Japanese Embassy. 

Bryant’s Seventieth Birthday. 

*At a Dinner to General Grant. 
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October 24, and the Boston Daily Advertiser, October 24, announced it as “published 
today.” The Yale library has a copy with the flyleaf date October 16, and the Harvard 
library received a copy from the publishers on October 24. Price $2.00. 

Leaf: 6J x 41*^ inches, trimmed, wove paper. Collation: xii, 216 pages, comprising 
a preliminary gathering of six leaves, followed by sig. 1-9 in 12’s; also with a second set 
of signatures (letters) for folding in 8's. Page ji], title-page, (iij, copyright notice: 1874, 
by James R. Osgood & Co., and printer’s note: University Press; Welch, Bigelow, & Co., 
Cambridge, [iiij-vii, introductory poems, namely, “Opening the Window” and “Pro¬ 
gramme,” the latter dated October 7, 1874. (Viiij, blank, [ixj-xii, Contents. [i]-2i6, text. 
At the foot of page 216: Cambridge: Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. 

Binding: Beveled cloth, three colors noted (green, maroon, terra cotta), three cloth 
patterns noted, edges trimmed, chocolate end-papers pasted in, with one flyleaf at each 
end in addition to the free end-papers, with the name “Holmes” within an ornamented 
gilt panel on the front cover, the back cover with an ornament stamped in blind, the 
spine lettered: | Songs | Of | Many | Seasons [Rulcj | O.W. Holmes | ; at the foot, the 
JRO and Co. monogram. 

Impressions: There are copies printed on a heavier, laid paper that show broken type, 
examples being on pages 194 and 195. These copies on laid paper appear in two forms: 
one consisting of gatherings in 12’s, like the first issue, with green end-papers; the other 
with gatherings in 8’s, chocolate end-papers. The second form is later for it shows addi¬ 
tional type imperfections, examples being broken D in the title on page 7, and the sig¬ 
nature letter L blotted out on page 177. The publisher’s manuscript Cost Books (G208) 
indicate that the paper for the second impression cost almost one and a third times as 
much as that for the first impression. 

The publisher’s records {loc, cit.) note the first impression of 1,500 copies as received 
from the manufacturing department on October 19, 1874, and a second impression of 
750 copies on November 30; only two later impressions are noted, one of 280 copies in 
February 1875 (G321) and one of 500 copies in June 1882 (Sheet Stock Books, vol. iv, 
page 107), The plates were melted in 1884; a remainder of 150 copies was still in stock 
in September 1893. 

All but one of the sixty-five poems of this volume were here first brought together in 
a collection devoted wholly to Holmes’s poems, the exception being “Our Oldest 
Friend,” included in the Humorous Poems, 1865. The two introductory poems had 
never before appeared in print, and this version of “At the Pantomime” is new, the early 
version being in Gifts of Genius, New York, 1859, under the title “The Beni-Israel. Five 
of the poems first read at the dinners of the class of 1829 seem to be here first printed, 
namely, “The Old Cruiser,” “The Smiling Listener,” “What I Have Come For,” 
“H.C.M. H.S. J.K.W.,” and “Our Banker.” The “Hymn for the Class-Meeting,” 
1869, is also a first printing except for the leaflet distributed to the class. For two other 
poems no previous printing has been noted, although it would seem highly probable 
that one of them, “One Country,” must have been in some newspaper in 1865. The 
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other, "At a Dinner to General Grant," is something of a mystery; although it was 
written for a public occasion, no newspaper mention of it has been found, and perhaps 
it was not actually delivered (see page 311). Thus, according to information now noted, 
nine, at the most, of the poems of the volume were here first printed, the titles starred 
in the list which follows. 

Contents : 

^Opening the Window. 

^Programme. [Reader—gentle—if so be.j 
In the Quiet Days, 

An Old-Year Song. 

Bill and Joe, 

Dorothy Q. A Family Portrait. 

The Organ-Blower. 

Homesick in Heaven. 

Fantasia. The "Young girl’s" Poem. 

Aunt Tabitha. The "Young girl’s" Poem. 

At the Pantomime. 

After the Fire. 

A Ballad of the Boston Tea-Party. 

Epilogue to the Breakfast-Table Series. Autocrat— 

Professor—Poet. 

Nearing the Snow-Line. 

In War-Time. 

To Canaan. A Puritan War-Song. 

"Thus Saith the Lord, I Offer Thee Three Things.” 

"Choose You This Day Whom Ye Will Serve.” 

Never or Now! An Appeal. 

The Last Charge. 

*One Country. 

Sherman’s in Savannah! A Half-Rhymed Impromptu. 

God Save the Flag! 

Hymn after the Emancipation Proclamation. 

Hymn for the Fair at Chicago. 

Songs of Welcome and Farewell. 

America to Russia. 

Welcome to the Grand Duke Alexis. 

At the Banquet to the Grand Duke Alexis. 

At the Banquet to the Chinese Embassy. 

At the Banquet to the Japanese Embassy. 

Bryant’s Seventieth Birthday. 

*At a Dinner to General Grant. 
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At a Dinner to Admiral Farragut. 

A Toast to Wilkie Collins. 

To H. W. Longfellow. May 27, 1868. [Our Poet, who 
has taught the Western breeze.) 

To Christian Gottfried Ehrenberg. 

Memorial Verses. 

For the Services in Memory of Abraham Lincoln. 

For the Commemoration Services. Cambridge, July 
21,1865. 

Edward Everett, “Our First Citizen.” 

Shakespeare. Tercentennial Celebration. April 23, 

1864. 

In Memory of John and Robert Ware. 

Humboldt’s Birthday. Centennial Celebration. 

Poem at the Dedication of the Hallcck Monument. 
Hymn for the Celebration at the Laying of the Corner- 
Stone of Harvard Memorial Hall. 

Hymn for the Dedication of Memorial Hall at Cam¬ 
bridge, June 23,1874. 

Hymn at the Funeral Services of Charles Sumner. 
Rhymes of an Hour. 

Address for the Opening of the Fifth Avenue Theatre, 
New York. 

Rip Van Winkle, M.D. An After-Dinner Prescription. 
Chanson without Music. By the Professor Erheritus of 
Dead and Live Languages. 

For the Centennial Dinner of the Proprietors of Bos¬ 
ton Pier, or the Long Wharf. 

A Poem Served to Order. Phi Beta Kappa, June 26, 1873. 
The Fountain of Youth. 

A Hymn of Peace. 

Poems for the Annual Meetings of the Class of 1829. Har¬ 
vard University. 

Our Classmate, F.W. C. 

Our Oldest Friend. 

My Annual. 

All Here. 

Once More. 

*The Old Cruiser. 

Hymn for the Class Meeting. ,Thou Gracious Power., 
Even-Song. 

*The Smiling Listener. 
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Our Sweet Singer. J. A. 

H.S. J.K.W. 
*What I Have Come For. 
*Our Banker. 


1876 

WELCOME TO ALL NATIONS 

1776 1876 I International Exhibition | 1876. | (Ornamented rulei | The 

National Commemoration, July 4, 1876. | Independence Square, Phila¬ 
delphia. I [Ornamented rulei | The ceremonies observed, under the di¬ 
rection of the United States Centennial | Commission, in commemora¬ 
tion of the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Declaration | of Inde¬ 
pendence of the United States, take place in Independence Square, Phila¬ 
delphia, I July 4, beginning at 10 a.m. | (Ornamented rulei | Programme. 

(July 1876) 

The first page contains: | 4.—Hymn, “Welcome,To All Nations.” Words by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, of Massachusetts. | Music, “Keller’s Hymn.” Orchestra and Chorus. 

Four-page program, 11 i^r x Sjk inches when folded, white wove paper, the second and 
fourth pages blank, the printed pages enclosed by plain rules. 

This may be looked upon not only as the official publication of Holmes’s “Welcome 
to the Nations” but most probably as the earliest printing of the poem. From the read¬ 
ing of the lines just preceding the word “Programme,” it is to be inferred that this was 
an advance announcement as well as a program. 

The Philadelphia Press, a morning paper, in its issue for July 5, reported that after 
the invocation by Bishop Stevens “came the ringing sounds of the following hymn, 
sung by a chorus of 1200 voices accompanied by the full orchestra, ‘Welcome to All 
Nations.’ ” The title of the song in the program and in the newspapers reads “All Na¬ 
tions” instead of “the Nations,” as used later. The Philadelphia Public Ledger, of July 4, 
describes in glowing terms the decorations displayed in the city, reporting that “Further 
up Chestnut Street, extending across from the Continental to the Girard House ... is 
another arch, this one of gas pipes, arranged to show in letters of fire, the words, ‘wel¬ 
come to all nations’; surrounding the letters is a framework of burners in red, white 

and blue globes, the whole forming one of the most brilliant and beautiful features of 
the decoration.” 
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1877 

ADDRESS. BOSTON MICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY 

An Address Delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Boston Microscopi¬ 
cal Society. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D. [Reprinted from the Bos¬ 
ton Medical and Surgical Journal, May 24, 1877.] Cambridge: Printed 
at the Riverside Press. 1877. (June 1877) 

Printed June 2, 1877, by the Riverside Press, in an issue of 226 copies, for Dr. David 
Hunt, president of the Society; 100 copies were sent to Holmes (Riverside Press cost 
book, 1876-77, page 168). 

Leaf: 95 x 6 A inches. White wove paper, trimmed all around. Stab-stitched. Colla¬ 
tion: 12 pages in one signature. Page [i], caption title: An Address Delivered at the 
Annual Meeting of the Boston Microscopical Society.^ By Oliver Wendell Holmes 
M.D. Text ends on page 12. 

This pamphlet is an offprint from the type used for the Journal, repaged. The super¬ 
imposed figure I in the caption title refers to the footnote, “Printed at the request of 
the Microscopical Society.” The gray paper wrapper serves as title-page. 

FAMILY RECORD 

A FAMILY RECORD, j tTwo rulesi | WOODSTOCK, CONNEC¬ 
TICUT, 1 JULY 4TH, 1877. 1 (July 1877) 

Woodstock was the birthplace of Holmes’s father. This private issue was printed in 
great primer (18 point) type for the use of the author when he read the poem and or 
distribution to his friends. Without title-page; the title given above is taken from the 
caption of the first page. The author’s name does not appear; Holmes evident y in 

tended to autograph presentation copies. 

Leaf: loff x Sf inches, trimmed. Collation: ii pages, comprising a preliminary 
blank leaf, followed by sig. 1-3 in 2’s, the verso of the last leaf blank. Binding: Plain 

gray wrappers, entirely blank; stab-stitched. 

Copies: A fairly large number of copies must have been struck off, for a letter trom 
Holmes to Edward A. Bowen, of Woodstock (Huntington Library), dated July 5, 
1877, transmits ten copies for distribution, and a remainder of nine copies was among 

the Holmes papers. 
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FAVORITE POEMS 

Favorite Poems. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. Illustrated. (Ornament] 
Boston; James R. Osgood and Company, Late Ticknor & Fields, and 
Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1877. (June 1877) 

Vest Pocket edition. Entered for copyright May 25, 1877, and copies deposited June 
13. Copyright number: 1877-6319. Listed as just published in Publishers Weekly, New 
York, June 16, 1877. Price 50 cents. 

Leaf: 4!^ x 3J inches, trimmed. Collation: vi, [4], (I3)'i05 pages, the verso of page 
105 blank. At the foot of page 105: Cambridge: Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. Bind¬ 
ing: Terra-cotta or green cloth, edges trimmed, with title and author’s name, in gilt, 
and decorative design, including the JRO&Co. monogram, in black, on the front cover, 
the back cover with an ornament, in blind. Spine lettered, lengthwise: Favorite Poems 
Holmes. The end-papers contain advertisements of the Vest Pocket Series and of 
Holmes’s writings. 

Illustrations: Seven of Eytinge’s illustrations from Holmes’s Humorous Poems of 
1865, described at page 125. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note two impressions in this “Vest Pocket” 
form: the first, in June 1877, of 1,000 copies; the second, in July of the same year, of 500 
copies (manuscript Cost Book C221-22). The same plates were used again in 1882 (see 
page 91) for “Modern Classics. No. 30,” which included also Holmes’s “Story of Iris,” 
and “Health,” by John Brown; this was in turn replaced in 1884, in the Modern Classics 
Series, by a new No. 30. 

MODERN CLASSICS. NO. 30. 1884 

Modern Classics. iRulc] Favorite Poems, and My Hunt after “the Cap¬ 
tain.” By Oliver Wendell Holmes. iFleuroni Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 
and Company. New York: ii East Seventeenth Street. The Riverside 
Press, Cambridge. (Jan. 1884) 

Published January 1884 (Riverside Press cost book, 1883-84, page 360). Listed as No. 
30 of the series, superseding the former No. 30 (1882), described above at page 91. For 
the section containing “Favorite Poems” the plates of the Vest Pocket edition of 1877 
were used. Price 40 cents. 

Leaf: 5J x 3^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 307 pages. Binding: Decorated green 
cloth. Illustrations: Contains the Eytinge illustrations of the Humorous Poems of 
1865. Impressions: The publisher’s records note twenty-three impressions from 1884 to 
1915, comprising 11,870 copies printed. The plates were melted November 1942. 
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THE FIRST FAN 


THE FIRST FAN.* | read AT A MEETING OF THE 

CLUB, 1 FEBRUARY 21 , 1 877. 


BOSTON BRIC-A-BRAC 

(May 1877) 


Printed by the Riverside Press May 8, 1877, from Atlantic Monthly type reset (the 
magazine was not printed until May 14) and charged to the Atlantic account; the num¬ 
ber of copies is not indicated (Riverside Press cost book, 1876-78, page 146). 


Four-page leaflet, 7! x 5 inches when folded, trimmed, white laid paper, the text oc¬ 
cupying all four pages, with Holmes’s name printed at the end. Copies are in the Massa¬ 
chusetts Historical Society (Sargent papers, vol. ii, page 5), the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection, the Huntington Library, the New York Public Library, and the Wilson col¬ 
lection (vol. II, page 584), the last autographed with the date May 19,1877. The footnote 
to which the superimposed figure in the title refers reads, “Reprinted from the Atlantic 
MONTHLY for June, 1877.” 


THE GOLDEN CALENDAR 


[The Golden Calendar. Begins:] 
time has told 1 


Count not the years that hoarding 

(Dec. } 1877) 


Single sheet, x 8 inches, white laid paper, verso blank. This poem for Whittier’s 
birthday (written for The Literary World, Boston) is reproduced in hectograph fac¬ 
simile from Holmes’s manuscript. With full signature. 


The only two copies seen came from the Holmes family papers. In both the reproduc¬ 
tion is sloppy, the lines being uneven on the sheet, and the signature barely coming 
through. They look like trial reproductions; good copies may never ha .e been made. 

Whittier’s birthday came at the same time as the fair for the Old South Church, 
which now has, framed and on permanent exhibition, manuscripts, on decorated paper, 
of the poems produced by various authors for The Atlantic Monthly % birthday dinner 
for Whittier, December 17,1877. Possibly this poem by Holmes was run off in this fac¬ 
simile form for sale at the fair, but one would then expect to find a copy in the very full 
Simmons scrapbooks (see below). Another scrapbook, kept by Mrs. Mary Hemenway. 
now in the Old South Church has a single-sheet facsimile—the reproduction by a dif¬ 
ferent process—of Longfellow’s poem for Whittier. 


THE OLD SOUTH 


[An Appeal for “The Old South.”] | “While stands the Coliseum, Rome 
shall stand, | When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall; | [Rule] | [Be¬ 
gins:] Full seven score years our historys pride, | (Dec. ^ 1877) 
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Four-page leaflet, 8x5 inches when folded, white wove paper. Printed on the second 
and third pages only. 

An anastatic lithograph of an autograph copy of the poem “An Appeal for ‘The Old 
South,’ ” without the title, date, or signature. The quotation mark at the end of the 
quotation below the title is not present. The sole copy of this leaflet yet seen is in the 
possession of Old South Association in Boston, pasted in volume iii, page 51, of the 
scrapbooks made for George W. Simmons, of Boston (see page 366), who initiated the 
movement to preserve the historic meetinghouse. The items in this scrapbook present 
every appearance of having been inserted from day to day, as the events occurred which 
they describe or to which they relate. This item is embedded in the midst of a wealth 
of clippings and other material relating to the fair to aid the Old South fund, held at 
the meetinghouse December 5 to 21, 1877. It surely must have been made to be used in 
connection with this fair. 


Newspaper accounts of the fair mention a collection of autograph copies of poems re¬ 
lating to the Old South, written by distinguished authors of the day, to be sold at the 

in time for sale during 
the fair; but, according to the Boston Gazette of December 22, 1877, auctioned off 

for fifty dollars on the day, after the official close, set apart to clear remainders. It is now 
in the Harvard library. A comparison of the autograph copy of Holmes’s poem with the 
anastatic lithograph described above shows that they are not the same, and that the litho¬ 
graph was from a manuscript earlier than the one in the bound collection. The poems of 
the bound collection are those of the charming souvenir book, Poems of the *'Old South,’* 
published for the benefit of the fund, in 1877, by William F. Gill & Co., of Boston, to 


New York table. It seems that the collection was not completed 


which was added, for the autograph collection, Holmes’s “Dorothy Q,’’ For an account 
of the movement to preserve the historic Old South Meeting-House, see page 365. 


THE BRAVE OLD SOUTH. 1 879 

The Brave Old South. | Oliver Wendell Holmes. (Oct. 1879) 

Undated, single sheet, 8J x 51^ inches, white wove paper, verso blank. 

In three scrapbooks in the possession of the Old South Historical Society, in Boston, 
this leaflet is pasted in with other items pertaining to the year 1879; in one of these 
(vol. IV, page 10, of the Simmons scrapbooks), the leaflet is pasted on the same page as 
items relating to a fair held in Boston, October 4,1879, to raise money for the Old South 
mortgage. Corroboration of this date comes from a copy of the leaflet in the Boston 
Athenaeum Library, endorsed; “Pub. 1879 for the Old South Fair.’’ This leaflet, called 
“very rare’’ by Mr. Wakeman (The Stephen H. Wakeman Collection, American Art 
Association, 1924, lot 542), has become fairly common through the discovery, a few 
years ago, of a remainder lot. 
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THE POETICAL WORKS. HOUSEHOLD EDITION 

The Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes. Household Edition. 
[Publisher s monogram] Boston: James R. Osgood and Company, Late 
Ticknor & Fields, and Fields, Osgood & Co. 1877. (Sept. 1877) 

Entered for copyright September 5, 1877, and copies deposited September 19. Copy¬ 
right number: 1877-10212. Listed as just published in Publishers* Weekly, New York, 
September 15, 1877. Price $2.00. 


Leaf: 7^ x 4! inches, trimmed. Collation: x, ,2j, 322 pages, in 6*s, without signature 
numbers or letters, the last leaf blank. Page (ij, blank, [iij, advertisement of works of 
Holmes, (iiij, title-page, (ivj, copyright notice: 1877, by James R. Osgood & Co., and 
printer’s note: University Press: Welch, Bigelow & Co., Cambridge. (Vj-x, Contents. 
(I], To My Readers [in verse, dated:j April 8, 1862. [2j, blank, (ij-319, text. [320J, First 
Verses. Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass., 1824 or 1825. Translation From The ^Eneid, 
Book I. (32i]-322, Notes. At the foot of page 322: Cambridge: Electrotyped and Print¬ 
ed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. 

Binding: Beveled cloth, three colors noted (green, maroon, terra cotta), edges 
trimmed, chocolate end-papers, pasted in, with one flyleaf at each end in addition to the 
free end-papers and last blank leaf; the tide “Holmes’s Poems Complete” in decorated 
panel, in gilt on the front cover, on the back cover an ornament in blind. Spine lettered 
(in decorated panels) : | Holmes’s | Poems | Complete | ; at the foot: publisher’s mono¬ 
gram, JRO and Co. 

Index: As originally issued this collection lacked the useful feature of an index; the 
lack was soon made good in the Illustrated Library edition, printed from the same 
plates and published in November 1877, and this index was then added to later impres¬ 
sions of the Household edition, resulting in a collation for that collection of x, (2j, 324 
pages. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note sixteen impressions (1877 to 1885) of this 
form of the Household edition, comprising a total of some 19,500 copies. In May 1883, 
thirty-five pages, with the poems from The Iron Gate, were added to the plates to be 
used for the thirteenth impression, May 22, 1883 (Riverside Press cost book, 1883-84, 
page 84). The New York Public Library has a copy with 357 pages and an 1884 title- 
page; no copy with an 1883 title-page has been seen. In 1885 the same plates were used 
for a new Household edition, “with illustrations.” 


The Household edition embraces the poems, except four, of the Blue and Gold edi¬ 
tion of 1862 and Songs of Many Seasons, 1875. Four poems in the Blue and Gold edi¬ 
tion were not included in the collected poems of Holmes except in the Handy Volume 
edition of 1881 and the Cambridge edition. These four are “A Souvenir, The Dying 
Seneca,” “The Last Prophecy of Cassandra,” and “To My Companions.” 

Several poems which (considering the date of their composition) might well have been 
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printed in the two earlier collections named were here first collected in a volume de¬ 
voted wholly to Holmes’s poems. These include “Album Verses,” first printed as part 
of The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table in The Atlantic Monthly and strangely omitted 
from Songs in Many Keys, 1862, and from the Blue and Gold edition of the same year; 
also “Wind-Clouds and Star-Drifts,” from The Poet at the Breakfast-Table (The At¬ 
lantic Monthly, May to November 1872) ; also five poems previously included in one or 
another of the first three editions of Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, these being 
“A Song of 'Twenty-Nine,’ ” “An Impromptu,” 1853; “Remember—Forget,” “Lines,” 
i860; “J.D.R.” Three class poems, too late for Songs of Many Seasons, are also here 
first collected, namely “For Class Meeting,” 1875 (first printed here), “Ad Amicos,” and 
“How Not to Settle It,” the last two having appeared in The Atlantic Monthly, “At a 
Meeting of Friends” (August 29, 1859) is also here first printed. 

Supplementing the material mentioned in the preceding paragraphs, the last section 
of the volume contains nineteen poems, under the general title “Additional Poems (to 
1877),” of which all but two (specified below) are here first collected. The titles starred 
are here first printed. 

At a Meeting of Friends. 

A Farewell to Agassiz, jincluded in Humorous Poems, 1865.3 

A Sea Dialogue. (Included in Humorous Poems, 1865.3 
*At the “Atlantic” Dinner. 

*“Lucy.” 

Hymn for the Inauguration of the Statue of Governor Andrew. 

A Memorial Tribute. [To Dr. S. G. Howe.3 

Joseph Warren, M.D. 

Grandmother’s Story of Bunker-Hill Battle. 

Old Cambridge. 

Welcome to the Nations. 

A Familiar Letter, 

^Unsatisfied. 

How the Old Horse Won the Bet. 

An Appeal for the “Old South.” 

The First Fan. 

To R.B.H. [Rutherford Birchard Hayes.3 

“The Ship of State.” 

A Family Record. 

On the last page appears, for the first time printed, a memento of Holmes’s boyhood, 
with the title, “First Verses,” being a translation from the iEneid, made while he was a 
student at Phillips Academy, 1824-1825. 

From such text comparison as it has been practicable to make of the whole collection 
twenty-four alterations have been noted, each of only a word or two, distributed among 
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seventeen poems. In addition, ten slight changes were made in the class poem “An Im¬ 
promptu,” 1853; the last stanza was omitted from “The Old Man Dreams”; two lines 
were inserted in “Wind-Clouds and Star-Drifts”; and for the many times reprinted 
“September Gale,” the first half of the fourth stanza was returned to its original form 
of 1830, having been changed from that form in the 1836 edition of the poems. Thirteen 
of the twenty-one poems thus corrected had already been subjected to editorial scrutiny 
as late as the Blue and Gold edition of 1862. 

ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY EDITION, (rED LINe) 

Poems of Oliver Wendell Holmes. New Revised Edition. With NumcT' 
ous Illustrations, (Publisher’s monogrami Boston: James R. Osgood and 
Company, Late Ticknor & Fields, and Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1878. 

(Nov. 1877) 

Illustrated Library edition; plates of the Household edition. Published November 
1877 (Sheet Stock Books, vol. ii, page 53). Price I3.50. 

Leaf : 8 x 5I inches, trimmed. Collation : xii, [6], 324 pages, in which are interspersed 
eleven unpaged leaves containing half-titles. The gatherings are in 8 s, with a few 4 s 
and a final 2, the irregularity (as compared with the 1877 Household edition) being due 
to the unpaged half-titles; without signature numbers. Page [ij, half-title, [iij, blank, 
[iii], title-page. pVj, copyright notice; 1877, by James R. Osgood & Co., and printers 
note: University Press: Welch, Bigelow, & Co., Cambridge. [Vj-x, Contents. [xi]-xii, List 
of Illustrations. (i j. To My Readers pn verse, dated :j April 8, 1862. [2], blank. t3i> half- 
title. [4i, vignette. [5], half-title. [6], vignette. (i]-(320], text, followed by unpaged leaf 
with half-title, vignette verso. 13211-322, Notes, followed by unpagedMeaf with half-title, 

vignette verso. [323J-324, Index. 

Illustrations: 32 inserted plates with tissue guards, and the engraved portrait fron¬ 
tispiece previously used for the Blue and Gold edition of the poems. 

Binding: Brownish drab beveled cloth, gilt edges, brown end-papers, the front cover 
with gilt panels and title in gilt: | Holmes’s | Illustrated | Poems. | ; and design in black. 
The spine lettered; ] Holmes’s | Complete j Poems. | Illustrated | ; at the foot: the JRO 

and Co. monogram, p 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note seven impressions embracing a tota o 

3,000 copies from 1877 to 1884, 

Holmes was divided in his feelings about this publication. Writing the publishers on 
November 12, he said: 

Accept my thanks for the two volumes of the illustrated edition of my Poems. I suppo 
authors are not often satisfied with illustrations of their works and although many persons 
fancy them, no doubt, I confess I hope to see some red line copies with the index and withou 

the pictures. 

The original letter is in the Brown collection, library of the University of Rochester. 
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ILLUSTRATED. 1885 

The Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes Household Edition 
With Illustrations (Riverside Press device] Boston and New York 
Houghton, Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press, Cambridge 

1885 (July 1885) 

Leaf: x inches, trimmed. Collation: x, [4,, 357 pages. Illustrations: Eleven 

full-page illustrations in inserted leaves. Frontispiece: Portrait of Holmes engraved by 
J. A. J. Wilcox. Price $2.00. 


In the above transcription of the title the imprint date 1885 is used, although the 
earliest dated title-page actually located has been 1886; however, the publisher’s records 
show that the first impression (1,000 copies) was off the press in June and returned from 
the binder in July 1885 (Sheet Stock Books, vol. iv, page 105). The second impression 
(also 1,000 copies) was ready January 7, 1886; the Riverside Press cost book for 1884-86 
(entry for January 6, 1886, page 571) notes the alteration of the date on the title-page. 

The plates used for the text were those of the Household edition of 1877 (see above), 
with the pages for the poems of The Iron Gate and Other Poems (added to the plates in 
1883) and with the untitled sonnet, “Rhymes of a Life-Time,” on page [Viiij (added to 
the plates February 27, 1885, Riverside Press cost book, 1884-86, page 239). 


FAMILY EDITION. 1887 

The Complete Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes With Illus¬ 
trations (Vignette; nautilus shell, signed S. L. S. ’841 Boston and New 
York Houghton, Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press, Cam¬ 
bridge 1887 (Sept.’ 1887) 

Family edition, but not so named in the book or on binding; text printed from the 
Household edition plates. Published September 10, 1887 (Showing Books F, page 56). 

Leaf: <)\ x 6i inches, trimmed. Collation: x, [4,, 357 pages, in double columns, the 
pages enclosed by triple rules, with inserted frontispiece (“The School-Boy”) and ten 
other inserted full-page illustrations. Binding: Brown beveled cloth, gilt edges, the 
name “Holmes” in large letters on the front cover and lengthwise on the spine. Illus¬ 
trations: The same as in the Household edition. Impressions: The publisher’s records 
note eleven impressions, from 1887 to 1908, with a total of some 19,400 copies printed. 

POSTHUMOUS REPRINTS 

The Home Poets The Complete Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes (Riverside Press device, Boston and New York Houghton 
Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press Cambridge 
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Listed in Cumulative Index, 1916, page 365; price, flexible leather $2.50. Leaf: 
7f X 5I inches. Collation: xiv, [2], 426 pages. Last copyright date, 1908. From the 
plates of the Household edition. 

[Poems. Popular Poets Series. Houghton, Mifflin and Company. 1920. i 

Listed in the Riverside Press files, July 26, 1920, as from the sheets of the Household 
edition; final date, December 23, 1922. 

[Poems. Fireside Edition. Houghton, Mifflin and Company. 1924.] 

Listed in the Riverside Press files, March 1924; 1,000 copies, plates of the Household 
edition; price S2.50. 


TRIBUTE TO QUINCY AND MOTLEY 

Tribute of the Massachusetts Historical Society to the Memory of Ed¬ 
mund Quincy and John Lothrop Motley [Rulej Boston Massachusetts 
Historical Society 1877 (Sept. } 1^77) 

The copy in the Harvard library was received September 12,1877. 

Leaf : 9f x 6 inches, untrimmed. Collation : 30 pages. Binding : Gray wrappers, with 
title as on title-page, enclosed in frame of printer’s rules. 

This is a reprint from the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, vol. 
XV, 1876-77, pages 280-302, from the same setting of type, but leaded and repaged. 
Holmes’s tribute to Motley is here on pages 16 to 23. 


TURNER SARGENT 


TURNER SARGENT. 

died at his residence 


[Two rulesj 


[Beginsii mr. turner sargent 

(Mar. 1877) 


On March i. Holmes ordered fifty copies of this obituary of his son-in-law printed 
(letter to the Riverside Press, Wilson collection, vol. ii, page 585). The order was filled 
March 5 (Riverside Press cost book, 1877-78, page 88). 

Four-page leaflet, 6H x 4! inches when folded, each page with mourning border. 
Printed on the first and third pages only. Signed “H” and dated February 27, 1877. 
The notice was first printed in the Boston Daily Advertiser of February 28. 

The only copy located is in the Sibley papers (Collectanea Biographica Harvardiana, 
vol. VI, page 185), belonging to the Massachusetts Historical Society, but now on deposit 

in the Harvard archives. 
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Dr. Holmes at Seventy. 

Photograph by Notman & Campbell, 1877-1879, Boston. 

Harvard Archives. 





(r^arljarD. 


‘•ciiKisro Kr 


KC^ Ll.SI.l-,.” 


1700. 


I'o Goli’s ANOINTI.I) AM> MIS (IIOSKN M.OCK ‘ 

So ran the plirase the l>l.ick'r(il)ed conclave chose 
To ;^uarcl tl^c sacred cloisters that most* 

Like David’s altar on iMorlalTs rock. 

Unshaken still those ancient arches mock 
The ramVs-horn summons of the windv foes 
Who stand like Joshua’s army while it blows 
An<l wail to see them topplini; with tlie shock, 
t'hrist and the Church. Thtii cluirch, wh*)se narrow door 
Shut out the many, who if over bold 
Like hunted wolves were driven from the fold, 
bruised with the tlails those ;^odly zealots bore, 

Mindful that Israel's altar stood of old 
Where echoed once Araunah’s thrcshin;;-floor. 


i64,t. “VKRITAS.” 1K7S. 

TkL'iu : S(» llie frontlet s older legend ran, 

On the l>rief record's openinjf pa^e disjdayed : 

Not yet those clear-c\cd srliolars were afraid 
I.est tile fair fruit that wrou«;ht ihc w<»c of man 
Hy far Kuphrntes, — where our sire bc;;an 

His search for truth, and scekiuLT, was betrayed,— 
Mi"ht work new treason in their forest shade, 
Doul)lin;^ the curse that brounhl life\ sliortcncd span. 
Nurse of the futuie, daughter of the past, • 

That stern pliylaclcry best becomes thee now : 

Lift to the morning star thy marble brow ! 

Cast thy brave truth on every warring blast ! 

.Stretch thy white hand to that forl»idden b{)Ugh, 

And let thine e.arliest s^ymbol be thy last ! 

I’fbruiiry 21, 187S. 



Dr. Holmes Urges Veritas. 
New York Harvard Club, 1878. 
Harvard Archives. 
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Holmes sent a copy to John Lothrop Motley on March 14; his covering letter reads 
(The Correspondence of John Lothrop Motley, edited by George William Curtis, Lon¬ 
don, 1889, vol. II, page 403) ; 

I enclose a brief note of him, which I wrote and published in the Daily Advertiser. Idcnry 
Sargent wanted some copies of it, and I had them struck off at the Riverside Press. The mourn¬ 
ing border was the printer’s addition. I do not know that it is an improvement. 

Holmes’s letter to the Press had specifically asked that there be no typographical dec¬ 
oration. 


1878 

HARVARD. (TWO SONNETS) 

Harvard. | “christo et ecclesle.” 1700. ] [Sonnet] | 1643 “veritas.” 
1878. I [Sonnet] | February 21, 1878. (Feb. 1878) 

Without the author’s name, Holmes numbering and autographing copies (see letters 
below). These lines are given the title “Two Sonnets’’ in editions of Holmes’s works. 
One hundred copies were printed February 8,1875, at the Riverside Press and charged to 
Houghton, Osgood & Co. (Riverside Press cost book, 1876-78, page 408). 

Single sheet, 84 x 54 inches, white wove paper, verso blank. 

These sonnets were written for the New York Harvard Club, for their annual dinner 
on February 21, 1878. On February 16, 1878, Holmes wrote his old friend John O. Sar¬ 
gent (president of the New York club) : 

It occurred to me that I would have some of them struck off on note paper and after being 
read at the dinner distributed, so that they might be read by the guests, if they cared to. 

He went on to ask how many guests there would be and to say that Houghton would 
bring the leaflets if they turned out all right. 

On the eighteenth. Holmes wrote again enclosing a dozen copies and saying that 

Houghton would bring 100 signed and numbered. These letters are in the Sargent 

papers (vol. ii, pages 7 and 9) recently acquired by the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

With them (page ii) is an unnumbered copy of the leaflet, probably one of the twelve 
referred to. 

Obviously delighted to have such a surprise for his guests, Sargent wrote Holmes 
(February 18, Harvard Holmes collection) : 

I will keep the matter a dead secret till I break the seals at the table. Caution Houghton to 

say nothing about it to any one, for I shall not mention it even to the dinner Committee. There 
will be just about 100 at the table. ... 
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Holmes himself was not present at the dinner; his letters, February 19, one (private) 
sending the sonnets, the other (public) explaining them and expressing his regrets that 
he could not be present, are in Morse (vol. i, page 236). As he had suggested, the leaflets 
were distributed to the guests after the lines had been read {Proceedings of the Harvard 
Club of New Yor\ City, February 21, 1878, page 29). 

The sonnets caused some alarm among those alumni who felt that “Christo et 
Ecclesiae” was a safer motto in those days of growing religious skepticism than 
“Veritas,” which Holmes himself preferred. (See the letters quoted by Morse, vol. i, 
pages 239-40.) 


ONE HOSS SHAY 

ILLUSTRATED BY GOODRIDGE 

The One Hoss Shay By Oliver Wendell Holmes. Illustrated by J. F. 
Goodridge. (1878.?) 

The cover serves as title-page; at the foot: The Heliotype Printing Co. 880 Devon¬ 
shire St. Boston. After 1879 the firm is listed at a different address. A copy is in the Bos¬ 
ton Public Library. 

Leaf: 12 x 9^ inches, trimmed. Collation: Five leaves, heavy plate paper, of which 
three have three stanzas of the poem, in facsimile of a copy in Holmes’s handwriting, 
dated: Boston, November 26^*^ 1878; the other two leaves have full-page illustrations. 
Binding: Gray paper, the front cover with illustrated title, the back a design depicting 
harness and cobwebs. 


THE SCHOOL-BOY 

PRIVATE PRINTING 

iThe School-Boy. Beginsu ] [PRIVATE COPY.] | These hallowed 
precincts, long to memory dear, | (June 1878) 

Poem read June 6,1878, at the centennial of the founding of Phillips Academy, And 
over, Massachusetts. This private issue was printed in great primer type (i8 point) or 
the author’s use in reading at the anniversary exercises. Without title-page. Neither t e 
author’s name nor the title appears in this printing. For further notes on this poem, sec 

page 385. 

Leaf: iii\ x 9^ inches, trimmed, white wove paper. Collation. 20 pages in five tw 
leaf gatherings, page numbers at the head of the pages. Binding: Sewed, in plain gray 

wrappers, entirely blank. 
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WITH ILLUSTRATIONS. 1 879 

The School-Boy. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. With Illustrations. (Pub¬ 
lisher’s device) Boston: Houghton, Osgood, and Company. The River¬ 
side Press, Cambridge. 1879. (Nov. 1878) 

Entered for copyright October 26, 1878, and copies deposited November 27. Copy¬ 
right number: 1878-12358, The Riverside Press cost book (1878-79, page 209) indicates 
that the book was printed October 2%. Publishers' Weel^ly, New York, for November 16, 
1878, announced the publication date as November 20; the Boston Public Library 
bought a copy on November 22. Price in cloth S4.00, in morocco or tree calf $8.00. 

Leaf: 8S x 5^^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 79 pages in gatherings of four leaves, the 
versos (except for the frontispiece and title-page) being blank. Page [i]» blank, [ii,, 
frontispiece, [iiij, title-page, (iv), copyright notice: 1878, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
and printer’s note: Riverside, Cambridge: electrotyped and printed by H. O. Hough¬ 
ton and Company. [Vj, dedication: To the Students of Phillips Academy, Andover, 
Massachusetts. Read at the Centennial Celebration, June 6, 1878. vii-ix, List of Illustra¬ 
tions. [II ]-79, text. [803, blank. 

Binding: Beveled cloth in various colors (green, brown, terra cotta, light blue, dark 
blue, and imitation alligator) have been noted, gilt edges, end-papers emblematic of 
schoolboy amusements (kites, butterflies, birds, fishes, cricket), with decorative title 
and author’s name on cover, and title and author’s name on spine, both done in silver, 
gilt, black, and blind-stamping. Spine lettered, lengthwise: | The School Boy O.W. 

HOLMES 1 . Tissue guards for the full-page illustrations. Issued also in morocco and 
tree calf. 

Impressions: From the publisher’s records (manuscript Cost Book, vol. xii, page 
178), it appears that but one impression of 5,558 copies was run off. (They were not all 
bound at once, however; the Sheet Stock Books, vol. m, page 121, show that they were 
bound in two lots: one in November 1878, and the other in April 1879.) The plates were 
melted in July 1879. 

English edition : The Publishers Circular, October 16,1879, lists The Schoolboy, with 
illustrations, square 16^0, published by Routledge, price 5 shillings. The Riverside Press 
cost book for 1878-79, page 355, under the date March 5, 1879, has an entry for making 
duplicate plates of The Schoolboy; evidendy these were made for sale to Routledge. 
The costs include those for electrotyping the 34 pages of text and 5 full-page cuts. 

Illustrations: The illustrations comprise thirty wood engravings of which five are 
full page, the artists named in the list of illustrations being J. Appleton Brown, D. C. 
Hitchcock, F. T. Merrill, W. L. Sheppard, and A. R. Waud. Several of the cuts depict 
Andover scenes familiar to Holmes in his school days; these include the great elm at 
North Andover, selected as the frontispiece; the Shawshine River, two of Andover 
Hill from a distance, one at sunset; the Mansion House (.?), the house where Holmes 
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lived while at school; and a full-page view of the old schoolroom, A charming small 
cut depicts an old desk on which the artist has placed the schoolboy’s rude initials “P.B. 
Phinehas Barnes, of course, with the date 1824, the year in which Holmes entered the 
Academy. The full-page boat race can hardly be an Andover crew but is perhaps the 
Harvard crew on the Charles River, and can it be Holmes in the single scull, following 
up the racers, with Cambridge in the background.? The initials of Phinehas Barnes on 
the old desk are alone sufficient to show that Holmes gave personal attention to the 
illustrations, while his fondness for big trees undoubtedly induced the choice of the 
great elm for a frontispiece; allusions to the initialed desk and to this tree are made also 
in his essay, “Cinders from the Ashes.” 

POSTHUMOUS REPRINT 

Oliver Wendell Holmes Centenary Phillips Academy Commence¬ 
ment Andover, Mass., June 23, 1909 

Title from illustrated cover. Four-page leaflet, 8J x 6 i inches, white glazed paper 
covers. Pages [i'4], “The School Boy.” 


VISIONS 

Visions: A Study of False Sight {Pseudopia.) By Edward H. Clarke, 
M.D. With an Introduction and Memorial Sketch by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, M.D. [Publisher’s device] Boston; Houghton, Osgood and 
Company. The Riverside Press, Cambridge. 1878. (June 1878) 

Listed as a new publication in Publishers Weekly, New York, May 25, 1878; entered 
in the Riverside Press cost book (1878-79, page 91), June 3. 

Leaf ; 7 x 4^ inches. Binding : Green or terra-cotta cloth. Frontispiece : Portrait of Dr. 
Clarke, reproduced from a photograph. 

The introduction by Holmes occupies pages vii to xxii and includes the obituary 
notice originally printed in the Boston Daily Advertiser of December 5,1877. 

In a letter of February 9, 1878, Holmes approached the publisher John R. Osgood, 
offering the manuscript of this book, which was written by his wife’s brother-in-law, and 
expressing his willingness to provide an introduction and to read proof (quoted in 
First Editions . . . Collected by William Harris Arnold, Jamaica, New York, 1901, lot 

288, page 49). 

Impressions: The publisher’s records show that the book went through five impres¬ 
sions, embracing some 2,150 copies, the last being in 1885. The plates were melted in 
1896. (The Riverside Press cost book, 1878-79, page 192, indicates that the third impres¬ 
sion, September 1878, was issued with a dust jacket.) 
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The following letter by Holmes to Frederic Henry Hedge, January 9, 1H82 (Harvard 
Holmes collection), adds an interesting footnote: 

I have been reading your Article “Ghosts” with much interest. Many ot the cases to which 
you refer are quite familiar to me—not all of them. 

You refer to D Clarke s book on Visions. I wish you would look at p. xi of my Introduc¬ 
tion, as I can add something to it which may give more value to the two stories. 

The “dying 

father. 


lady” was Clarke’s own wife. The “parent” was Judge Jackson, my wife’s 


Both Clarke and Mrs. Holmes were impressed strangely and powerfully with the sense 
of a something arising at the very moment of death, and described it in language so similar hy 
each that I was fairly starded by the coincidence of expression and set down the statement as 
one of the unexplained facts which point to the possible existence of a separable “spiritual" 
body, like that described in hundreds of ghost-stories. 

I keep my cellar doors open for “science” and my attic skylights open for unclassed and as 
yet unclassifiable statements about the imponderables. 



CLASS NOTICE 

(Class notice, June i, 1879. Beginsu | Boston, June i, 1879. | Dear 
Brother [ On the approaching Commencement, June 25th, the | Class of 
1829 will reach the FIFTIETH Anniversary of its ! graduation. ] 

(June 1879) 

Four-page leaflet, without title, 8^ x 5! inches, white wove paper, printed on the first 
page only. A copy is with the class of 1829 memorabilia in the Harvard archives. 

Contains the following note from Holmes: “It will be well and most fitting that we 
should be together on Commencement Day, and I have no doubt that an hour or two 
may be delightfully passed, and remembered all through the twilight of our long day ” 


DEDICATORY ADDRESS. BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY 

Dedicatory Address at the Opening of the New Building and Hall of 
the Boston Medical Library Association. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
M.D., President of the Association. [Reprinted from the Boston Medi¬ 
cal and Surgical Journal, December 12, 1878.] Cambridge: Printed at 
the Riverside Press. 1879. (Jan. ,879) 
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Printed from the same setting of type as The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
at their expense, in an issue of 50 copies, January 9, 1879 (Riverside Press cost book, 
187879, page 300). 

Leaf: 9^ x 6 inches, trimmed. The gray paper wrapper serves as title-page. Collation: 
14 pages. Sig. j-2 in 4’s, the last leaf blank. Page (i j, caption title: Dedicatory Address 
at the Opening of the New Building and Hall of the Boston Medical Library Associa¬ 
tion.^ By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., President of the Association. The footnote^ 
reads: Read December 3, 1878. Pages (i)-i4, text. 

REPRINT. 1881 

Dedication of the New Building and Hall of the Boston Medical Library 
Association, 19 Boylston Place, December 3, 1878. [Order of exercisesi 
Cambridge: Printed at the Riverside Press. 1881. (Nov. 1881) 

Printed November 21, 1881, in an issue of 1,200 copies, for the Medical Library As¬ 
sociation (Riverside Press cost book, 1881-82, page 205). 

Leaf: 8i x 6^ inches, trimmed. Collation: (2j, 39, [i j, 18 pages. Binding: Light blue 
paper wrapper with title: Address delivered at the Dedication of the Hall of the Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library Association, on December iii,, m dccc lxxviii., by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, M.D., President. Report of C. P. Putnam, M.D. Remarks of J. S. Billings, 
M.D., Prof. Justin Winsor, G. H. Lyman, M.D., Pres. C. W. Eliot, D. P. Smith, M.D., 
C. Ellis, M.D., H. I. Bowditch, M.D. Exhibition of Medical Portraits. Report of 
the Librarian, James R. Chadwick, M.D., read at the Sixth Annual Meeting, held on 
October iv., m dccc lxxxi.^J Report of F. C. Shattuck, M.D., on the Directory for Nurses. 

There is also a reprint, with omissions, issued by H. W. Wilson Company, Minn¬ 
eapolis, 1911, as a Christmas greeting. 


JOHN LOTHROP MOTLEY 

FIRST EDITION. 1 878 

John Lothrop Motley. A Memoir. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. [Pub¬ 
lisher’s device] Boston: Houghton, Osgood and Company. The River¬ 
side Press, Cambridge. 1879. (Dec. 1878) 

Entered for copyright and copies deposited December 23, 1878. Published December 
1878; the publisher’s records note December 12 as the date of delivery of bound copies 
(Sheet Stock Books, vol. iii, page 121). Harvard purchased a copy on December 16. 

Price $1.50. 

Leaf: 7^ x 4H inches, trimmed, laid paper. Collation: vii, (ij, 278 pages in 8 s, 
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without printed signatures, the last leaf blank. Page (ij, title-page, pij, copyright notice; 
1878, By Oliver Wendell Holmes, and printer’s note: Electrotyped and Printed at the 
University Press, Cambridge, ^iiij, Introductory Note, [ivj, blank. (Vj-vii, Contents. 
[Viii], blank, [ij-224, text. [2251-278, Appendix. Each printed page has a printer’s rule 
along the outer margin, with rubrics in the margins. 

Frontispiece: Inserted engraved portrait of Motley, signed F. T. Stuart. 

Binding: Peacock blue, slate blue, terra<otta, or maroon cloth, gilt top, fore edge 
trimmed, lower edge slightly trimmed, navy blue end-papers, with extra flyleaf at 
front and back. Spine lettered: | John | Lothrop | Motley | (Starj | Oliver Wendell 
Holmes | ; at the foot: | Houghton, Osgood | & Co. | . 

Impressions: Of the small-paper edition the publisher’s records note eight impres¬ 
sions from 1878 to 1897, with a total of some 4,400 copies. The plates were melted in 
January 1906. 

Large-paper edition: A large-paper edition, wove paper, of 516 copies was issued 
simultaneously (but printed first) with the regular edition (manuscript Cost Book, vol. 
XII, page 251), the publisher’s record noting that it was delivered from the binder on 
December 13 (Sheet Stock Books, vol. iii, page 121). Each page is enclosed in a frame 
of printer’s rules; this frame was deleted from the plates before they were used for the 
regular printing. The leaf measures 81^ x 6S inches, trimmed, gilt top; the binding is 
in brown, green, or terra-cotta cloth, beveled. The Wilson copy (vol. ii, page 588) is the 
presentation copy from Holmes to Thomas Motley, with the flyleaf date Dec. 13th 1878. 

Appendixes: Seven appendixes contain additional matter of interest, the fifth being a 
reprint of the proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society of June 14, 1877, in 
memory of Motley, with remarks by Robert C. Winthrop, William Amory, and 
Holmes, and the seventh having the poems of W. W. Story and William Cullen Bryant, 
also in his memory. 


ENGLISH EDITION. 1 878 


John Lothrop Motley. A Memoir. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. English 
Copyright Edition. London: Triibner & Co., Ludgate Hill. 1878. [All 


rights reserved.] 


(Dec. 1878) 


Listed in the Publishers' Circular, London, of December 18, 1878, in the record of 
new works published December i to 17, price six shillings. Although the title-page is 
dated a year earlier than the American edition, publication in the two countries was 
evidently simultaneous. 


Leaf: 7^ x 5 inches, untrimmed. Collation: xi, [ij, 275, [ij pages. On the verso of 
the title-page: | Ballantyne Press \ Ballantyne and Hanson, Edinburgh | Chandos Street, 
London | . Binding: Brown cloth. Spine lettered: | John | Lothrop | Motley | [Rule, 
O.W.Holmes | ; at the foot: | Triibner & C? ! . 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 1 879 

John Lothrop Motley. A Memoir. By Oliver W^endell Holmes. Reprint¬ 
ed from the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 1878. 
[Rule] Boston: Press of John Wilson and Son. 1879. (Feb. 1879) 

Leaf; gA x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 72 pages. Sig. [ij-9 in 4’s. Page [i„ title- 

page. (2„ blank. (3,-72, Memoir. At foot of page [iCopyright, 1879, by Oliver Wen 
dell Holmes. 

Binding: Gray paper wrappers reading like the title-page but enclosed by printer’s 
single rules; stab-stitched. 

That this form of the memoir was issued later than the volume published by Hough¬ 
ton, Osgood and Company is indicated by two letters in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, 
page 588).* On January i, 1879, Holmes, replying to some unfavorable comment, 
writes: “The only important omission which has been pointed out is the fact that his 
name is on the roll of the Latin School students, but it is not my fault that none of his 
family or friends informed me of that fact.’’ Two weeks later, on January 16, Holmes 
wrote to John Wilson and Son, printers of the Massachusetts Historical Society’s Pro¬ 
ceedings, asking if it was too late to insert in that Society’s edition of the memoir a 
paragraph relating to Motley’s connection with the Public Latin School. It was not too 
late, for the paragraph in question is in the printed Proceedings of the Society for 1878 
(vol. XVI, page 406) and on page 5 of the reprint. Holmes’s letter of January 16 is re¬ 
produced in facsimile at page 134 of Curie’s Collecting American First Editions. 

The memoir as printed in the Society’s Proceedings omits many passages of the 
Houghton, Osgood volume and has several passages not in that volume (notably at 
pages 406, 461, 463-65, 472), including the Latin School incident noted above. The pas¬ 
sages omitted in the Proceedings relate chiefly to Motley’s early years and to the two 
experiences leading to his resignation as Minister to Austria and his recall from Eng¬ 
land. The Society’s Proceedings for 1878 (vol. xvi, page 403) contain the following 
minute for the meeting of December 12: 

Dr. Holmes, through Mr. Winthrop, announced that the Memoir of John Lothrop Motley, 
which he had been appointed to prepare, would be published immediately, by Messrs. Hough¬ 
ton, Osgood, & Co,, as had been agreed by the committee to whom their application for this 
privilege, made in June last, was referred. As the Memoir had grown to a size greater than was 
expected at first, Dr. Holmes had revised the original draft, and had made numerous omis¬ 
sions so as to bring it within the limits suited to publication also in the Proceedings; and he 
now laid on the table an abridgment which he had prepared for that purpose. 

* Possibly the bound serial number of the Proceedings should take precedence over this offprint. 
Without title-page, it has printed wrappers: | IV. | Proceedings | Of the | Massachusetts Historical 
Society, | November to December, 1878. | (Inclusive.) | iSeal of the Society] | . The text begins wit 
page 365 and concludes with Holmes’s memoir. 
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A copy of Holmes’s Motley, presented to the Massachusetts Historical Society by the 
Rev. Dr. George E. Ellis, contains, inserted therein, a note to Ellis from Holmes sub¬ 
mitting the original manuscript for inspection before publication. With the letter is 
also a memorandum in Ellis’ hand relating the circumstances of the publication of the 
memoir in the two forms. These documents are now here printed; 

296 Beacon St., Oct. 5'** 

Dear D’’ Ellis, Saturday. 

I leave my manuscript with you, not to give you the trouble of reading it, but to show you 
what kind of a memoir it is and to ask your advice about the way of disposing of it. I will 
come in at half past 5 this afternoon for a few moments, if you are not engaged. 

Yours very truly 

O W Holmes. 

The Manuscript to which Dr. Holmes refers is substantially printed in this volume. On read¬ 
ing it—with a view to its intent of being printed in the Proceedings of the Mass. Historical 
Society—as “a Memoir of a deceased Member by another Member,” I was at once impressed 
by the intense earnestness and severity of the writer in commenting upon the occasions and 
the agents of the two humiliating dealings with Mr. Motley, resulting in the loss of his two 
diplomatic posts. While I was largely in sympathy with what Dr. Holmes had written, I had 
recently listened to a conversation in which a sharp contrast had been drawn between the 
reticence and discretion maintained by Mr. Adams in his most trying official position, and the 
freedom in ardent expression of feeling and comments which Mr. Motley was said to have 
allowed himself. 

I therefore suggested to Dr. Holmes that portions of his manuscript trespassed on a rule of 
the Society to avoid all personal and party matters in its publications. Mr. Fish was a Cor¬ 
responding Member of our Society, and I knew that our President, then abroad, sympathising 
with him and with President Grant, would have a grievance in the case. 

I therefore suggested to Dr. H. to have his Life of Motley published on his own private ac¬ 
count, and that while it was passing through the press, in Galley proofs, such parts of it as 
would best suit our Proceedings should be selected for our volume. This was the course kindly 
followed by Dr. Holmes. 

In March 1869 ,1 happened to be in an apartment car with Mr. Motley, from New York to 
Washington. He expressed himself very sorely about the infamous “McCracken Letter,** & 
said the name was a myth. I asked him if he had ever expressed censures &c, on the course of 
the Government? He replied that he had done so, in supposed confidential converse. 

He said, on the way, that he wished a reappointment to Vienna, as he had work there. But 
through Mr. Sumner’s influence he was sent to England. 


NAUTILUS 

Nautilus. (Aug. 1879) 

Leaf : 7^ x 4^ inches. Collation : 8 unnumbered pages, the last blank. 

The second, fourth, and sixth pages contain Holmes’s “Chambered Nautilus’’- the 
third, fifth, and seventh, a Latin translation by Epes Sargent Dixwell, of the Harvard 
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class of 1827, signed at the end, “E.S.D;^ and dated: 29 Aug. 1879, evidently intended 
as a birthday greeting for Dr. Holmes, whose son had married Dixwell’s daughter. 


1880 


ADDRESS. UNITARIAN FESTIVAL 

[Address of welcome, Unitarian festival, Boston, May 27,1880. Begins:] 

I Ladies and Gentlemen: | The pleasant duty of bidding a hearty | wel¬ 
come to the clergy-to the wives and | daughters ot the clergy— 

(May 1880) 

Private printing, without title or author’s name, in great primer type (18 point) for 
the author’s use in reading the address. The only copy reported is in the Harvard 
Holmes collection. 

Leaf: iiiV x yi inches, trimmed, white wove paper. Collation: Five sheets, printed 
on the recto only, tied at the top with a blue ribbon. 

This is Holmes’s address of welcome for the Unitarian festival of May 27, 1880, held 
in the Music Hall, Boston, President Charles William Eliot presiding. It was printed in 
full in the Boston Daily Advertiser of May 28. This “author’s copy’’ has two corrections 
in Holmes’s own hand both in the paragraph beginning “We welcome you.” The first, 
in pencil, correcting “harmonizing” to “humanizing” did not get into the Advertiser 
printing; the second, in ink, inserting “and Father” after “One God” was made in time 
to be included in that paper. 


BENJAMIN PEIRCE 


From the Atlantic Monthly for December, 


MIN PEIRCE: 


ASTRONOMER, MATHEMATICIAN 


(Private Copy.) | benja- 
1809-1880. 

(Dec. 1880) 


At the foot: Oliver Wendell Holmes. 


Printed by the Riverside Press, December 3,1880, in an issue of 100 copies, charged to 
Houghton, Mifflin and Company’s expense account (Riverside Press cost book, 1880-81, 
page 258). 

Single sheet 10 x 6 inches, white wove paper. Printed in a single column, verso blank, 

A copy is in the Harvard Holmes collection. 

This leaflet was printed from the setting of type used for the poem in The Atlantic 
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Monthly for December 1880. According to the manuscript records of the class of 1829, 
copies were distributed to those present (ten) at the class dinner of January 6, 1881. 

THE HUGUENOTS 

The Huguenots in the Nipmuck Country Or Oxford Prior to 1713 
By George F. Daniels With an Introduction by Oliver Wendell Holmes 
[Quotation from Bacon] Boston Estes & Lauriat 1880 (1879) 

Leaf: yf x 5^ inches. Collation: 168 pages, with folded plan preceding the title-page. 
On the back of the title-page: Copyright: By George F. Daniels, 1879. Press of Noyes, 
Snow & Co., Worcester, Mass. Edition Limited. Binding: Brown beveled cloth. 
Holmes's introduction (pages x-xiv) consists of a letter addressed to Daniels, after read¬ 
ing the manuscript of the book. It is dated: Boston, June, 1879. 


THE IRON GATE 


The Iron Gate, And Other Poems. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. (Pub¬ 


lisher’s device] Boston: Houghton, 
side Press, Cambridge. 1880. 


Mifflin and Company. The River- 

(Sept. 1880) 


Entered for copyright August 30, 1880, and copies deposited September 27. Copy¬ 
right number: 1880-13305. Listed as a new publication in Publishers' Weekly, New 
York, September 18,1880, and copies bought by the Boston Athenaeum and the Boston 
Public Library on September 16. Price Si.25. 


Leaf: 7^ x 4 ff inches, trimmed. Collation : 82 pages. Sig. tij-5 in 8’s, 6 in i. Page [i j, 
title-page. [2j, copyright notice: 1880, By Houghton, Mifflin and Company, and print¬ 
er’s note: Riverside, Cambridge: Stereotyped and Printed by H, O. Houghton and 
Company. [3], Contents. [4], blank. i5j- 82, text. 

Binding : Beveled cloth, four colors noted (blue, brown, green, slate), gilt top, decora¬ 
tive end-papers pasted in, with one flyleaf at each end in addition to the end-papers, with 
title and author’s name on the front cover in gilt. Spine lettered: | The | Iron | Gate 
And 1 Other Poems | Holmes | ; at the foot: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 

Portrait: Engraving (J. A. J. Wilcox Sc. Boston) inserted as frontispiece, with tissue 
guard. 

Impressions: From the publisher’s records it appears that but two impressions of this 

book were run off: the first, in August 1880, of 2,048 copies; the second, of 1,012 copies, 

the following December (Sheet Stock Books, vol. 11, page 122). The plates were melted 
in 1889. 
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Contents : 

The Iron Gate. 

Vestigia Quinque Retrorsum. 

My Aviary. 

On the Threshold. 

To George Peabody. 

At the Papyrus Club. 

For Whittier’s Seventieth Birthday. 

Two Sonnets: Harvard. 

The Last Survivor. 

The Archbishop and Gil Bias. 

The Shadows. 

The Coming Era. 

In Response. 

For the Moore Centennial Celebration. 

To James Freeman Clarke. 

Welcome to the Chicago Commercial Club. 

American Academy Centennial Celebration, 

The School-Boy. 

The Silent Melody. 

Of the nineteen poems contained in this collection, ten were **occasionar' poems and 
had at once been printed in the columns of the daily press; four were written for class 
dinners; “The School-Boy” had been separately published; “On the Threshold” was 
written for and printed as the introduction to a collection of poems, Golden Songs of 
Great Poets, 1877; six poems had appeared in The Atlantic Monthly. For three poems 
no previous printing has yet been noted, these being “At the Papyrus Club” and two 
class-dinner poems, “The Last Survivor” and “The Archbishop and Gil Bias.” 

ENGLISH EDITION 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. London: 
Sampson Lov^^, Marston, Searle & Rivington. Crown Buildings, 188 
Fleet Street. 1881. (Nov. 1880) 

Listed as a new publication in the Publishers^ Circular, London, November 15, 1880. 

Leaf; 7J x inches. Collation: 82 pages. Except for the title-page, this is identical 
with the American edition, printed from the same plates and with the same binding and 
portrait. The title-page, verso blank, was also printed by the Riverside Press (Riverside 
Press cost book, i88o-8r, Oct. 6,1880, page 208). 
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JONATHAN EDWARDS 

Jonathan Edwards. An Essay. (From The International Review.) A. S. 
Barnes & Company, New York And Chicago. (May 1880) 

The Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 595) has a letter dated May 30, 1880, transmitting 
a copy of this essay. 

Leaf: 9J x 6it inches, trimmed. Collation: [2j, 28 pages, followed by a blank leaf, 
the whole comprising a preliminary leaf containing the title-page, verso blank, followed 
by pages [i j-28, text, in a single gathering, the last leaf blank. Without wrappers. At the 
head of the first page of text: The International Review. July, 1880. A copy in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection has inserted a printed slip reading: With the Compliments of 
O.W. Holmes. 


LETTER TO THE NEW YORK HARVARD CLUB 

[Letter to the Harvard Club of New York. Begins:] | Boston, February 
1880. I My Dear Sir: | I regret that I shall not be able to be pres¬ 
ent at the Annual | Dinner of the Harvard Club of New York, on the 
20th of this month. | (Feb. 1880) 

Signed, in print, at the end: | O.W.Holmes. | John O. Sargent, Esq., [ President of 

the Harvard Club. | . Relates to the question of admitting to membership in the Board 

of Overseers of Harvard College persons not resident in the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts. 


Proof slip, 9I X 7J inches, white wove paper, verso blank. 

Although a proof sheet, this item is included because as yet it has not been located 
anywhere printed from this setting of type. It looks as if Holmes had intended to have 
it printed for distribution, but the librarian of the Club could find no clue to its origin 
in the records or the archives. (An explanation of this leaflet is suggested in Holmes’s 
letter of February 14, 1880, to John O. Sargent, Sargent papers, vol. ii, page 15, Massa¬ 
chusetts Historical Society. Holmes writes: “I send you my letter for the 20th. If you 
think it worth reading, have a newspaper slip printed beforehand—it costs nothing— 
and send me a couple of them, one of which I will return corrected.”_ Ed.) 

The amusing letter was printed in the Neu^-Yor\ Tribune, February 21, 1880, and in 
The Harvard Register, March 1880, vol. i, page 58. Because of the difficulty of consult¬ 
ing these publications the letter is reprinted here, from the proof slip, which has one or 
two unimportant differences from The Harvard Register, 


My Dear Sir: Boston, February i^th, 1880. 

I regret that I shall not be able to be present at the Annual Dinner of the Harvard Club of 
New York, on the 20th of this month. 
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If I had been with my friends and brothers at their meeting, I could not have helped saying 
that the recent scene between our Alma Mater and her New York Graduate reminds me of 
that unconsciously but convulsively comic passage in Thompson’s Seasons, where Damon 
and Musidora are the characters. 

You remember how Musidora—like our Alma Mater, 

—“ a fairer nymph 
Than ever blest Arcadian stream”— 

came ‘to bathe her fervent limbs” in the refreshing wave, as our Alma Mater cools off her 
heated blood at her Overseers’ meetings. 

You recollect how Damon, the pensive youth, “pierced with Love’s delightful pangs,” kept 
his lawless eye upon Musidora, 

“As from the snowy leg 
And slender foot ih’ inverted silk she drew,”— 

or, in realistic phrase, pulled off her stockings, just as our New York Graduate has sat watch¬ 
ing Our Lady of Harvard as she 

“Stripped her beauteous limbs” 

to wade into a discussion at an Overseers’ meeting. 

You have not forgotten how, at last—rather late in the day—the law of propriety compelled 
the ardent but strictly moral young lover to retire, as the law of Massachusetts compelled the 
remote but loving graduate to keep his distance: how Damon left a written document ad¬ 
dressed to Musidora—who once more stands for our Harvard Madonna—-after reading which, 

“As if to marble struck, devoid of sense, 

A stupid moment motionless she stood,” 

and then replied in those sweet and encouraging words, 

“ Which soon her Damon kissed with weeping joy:” 

“ Dear youth [dear Graduate] be still as now 
Discreet; the time may come you need not fly.” 

Let us hope the time will soon come when the distant graduate-lover of Fair Harvard will 
not have to play the part of Peeping Tom of Coventry, but be admitted to her presence not 
only when she is arrayed in the holiday costume of her anniversaries, but also in the negative 
drapery of her debating conclaves; when she has drawn off the inverted silk and so forth 

“ To taste the lucid coolness of the flood” 


of argument at an Overseers’ meeting. 

Very truly Yours, 


John O. Sargent, Esq., 

President of the Harvard Club. 


O. W. HOLMES. 


The Harvard Register prints Mr. Sargent’s presidential address and President Eliot s 
remarks at the same meeting, both in explanation of the situation. Eliot pointed out 
that the adverse vote of the Overseers had been due not to disapproval of having non- 
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residents as overseers but to doubt of the legality of electing them under the Charter as 
it then existed. The barrier was removed by act of the Massachusetts General Court on 
March 5,1880 (Acts and Resolves, 1880, chap. 65). 


LETTER TO THE RABELAIS CLUB 


For Private Circulation only.] ! TO THE HONORARY SECRE¬ 
TARIES OF THE RABELAIS CLUB. | lOrnamental rule) j Boston, | 
March list, 1880. Gentlemen, It gives me great pleasure to accept 
the honour | you have conferred upon me in choosing me as a | Member 
of the Rabelais Club. (Mar. 1880) 


Four-page leaflet, 8i x 5J inches when folded, pink wove paper, printed on the sec¬ 
ond and third pages only. Signed on the third page: OLivTa wendell holmes. Ives re¬ 
prints this letter at page 186 of his bibliography of Holmes. 

Among the Holmes papers now in the Harvard Law Library is a similar pink-paper 
leaflet printing a poem, “The Piteous Ballad of Poets Who Have Nothing to Say”; the 
poem, unsigned, is by Walter Besant, a member of the Club. It may have been sent to 
Holmes as a sample of the sort of thing expected of him as a member. It accompanies 
a copy of the Holmes leaflet and Holmes’s manuscript draft of his letter. 


TO JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE 


To James Freeman Clarke. April 4““ 1880. 

Poem on the occasion of Clarke’s seventieth birthday. 


(Apr. 1880) 


Four-page leaflet, 8x5 inches when folded, white laid paper, without watermark, 

hectograph facsimile of Holmes’s manuscript. The text covers the first and third pages• 

the second and fourth are blank. At the foot of the third page: Oliver Wendell Holmes’ 

Copies are in the Harvard Holmes collection and the Wilson collection (vol ii oage 

594 )- ■ 'V h 


1881 


BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY. APPEAL FOR FUNDS 


BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

PLACE, BOSTON, MASS, | OCTOBER. 188 1 . | [Rulcj 
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Single sheet, SjV x 51V inches, white wove paper (some copies seen have part of a 
watermark), verso blank, A copy is in the Harvard Holmes collection. 

An appeal for additional funds to the amount of $15,000 “for the purpose of cancell¬ 
ing the entire debt, making some pressing and long-neglected alterations and repairs, 
and having a small fund for binding and for buying new books, as soon as issued.*’ 
Signed, in print, by O. W. Holmes, F. I. Knight, O. F. Wadsworth, W. L. Richardson, 
Edw. Wigglesworth, F. C. Shattuck, Charles P. Putnam, who composed the Executive 
Committee, and James R. Chadwick, librarian. Reprinted in The Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, November 10, 1881, vol. cv, page 457. 

The presence of the leaflet among Holmes’s own papers and his position as president 
of the Association argue for his authorship. The manuscript draft of a different and 
later appeal for funds, in the form of a letter to be sent to certain “rich friends,” is in the 
bound volume of Holmes manuscripts (page 571) in the Harvard collection. In The 
History of the Boston Medical Library, 1918, John W. Farlow mentions this appeal 
for funds but does not name the author (page 186]) ; the similar plea of 1878 he credits 
to the librarian, Dr. James R. Chadwick (page i58j). Holmes’s authorship of the leaf¬ 
let here described cannot be regarded as certain. 


HARVARD APPEAL FOR FUNDS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY nccds the suiTi of One Fiundred Thousand Dol¬ 
lars to complete the new j building now under construction (May 1881) 

Four-page leaflet, joi x 8 inches when folded, printed on the first page only. Signed by 
Charles W. Eliot, O.W. Holmes, and Henry J. Bigelow. Of the two copies seen, one, in 
the Harvard archives, is on heavy white laid paper; the other, in the Massachusetts His¬ 
torical Society (Warren papers, vol. xxxvii), is on white wove paper. 

The question of the need for this sum came up at the medical faculty meeting of May 
14, 1881, when President Eliot reported on the amount already gathered and named 
$100,000 as needed (medical faculty records, vol. iii, pages 389-90). The committee then 
appointed to raise this sum did not include either Holmes or Bigelow. Holmes s whole 
or partial authorship is unproved but likely in view of his earlier efforts as a fund 
raiser. The leaflet was probably printed in May, for on June 4 the committee reported 
that it thought the sum had been raised (medical faculty records, vol. iii, page 394). 


LEAFLETS FROM STANDARD AUTHORS 

Leaflets from Standard Authors. [Rulej Holmes. Poems and Prose Pas¬ 
sages from the Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes. For Homes, Libraries, 
and Schools, Compiled by Josephine E. Hodgdon. Illustrated. iPub- 
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lisher s device) Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company. The River¬ 
side Press, Cambridge. i88i. (Sept. i88i) 

Entered for copyright September 24,1881, and copies deposited October 14. Copyright 

number; 1881-14658. Published September 27, 1881 (Sheet Stock Books, vol. iii, page 
118). Price sixty cents. 

Leaf: 8 x 4^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 107 pages, die verso of 107 blank, followed 
by a 12-page Descriptive Catalogue of Houghton, Mifflin Company’s educational 
publications. Page (ij, title-page. [2j, copyright notice: ending with 1881, by Josephine 
E. Hodgdon, and 1881, by Houghton, Mifflin & Co., and printer’s note: The Riverside 
Press, Cambridge: Stereotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Co. iii-iv. Introduc¬ 
tion to the Leaflets, signed at the end: J.E.H. v-vi. Contents. 7-10, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes (biographical,, ii. The Poet to the Children. Dr. Holmes’s letter to the school 
children of Cincinnati, Ohio, on their celebration of his seventy-first year. Boston, No¬ 
vember 20,1880. 12, blank. 13-107, text. 108, blank. (i ,-12, Descriptive Catalogue. Bind¬ 
ing: Gray paper wrappers, the front cover reproducing the title-page. 

The letter on page ii, to the school children, was addressed to John B. Peaslee, at the 
time Superintendent of Public Schools in Cincinnati. Each selection in the book begins 
on the recto of a leaf, making it possible to tear the book apart in order to distribute the 
pieces among the pupils. To meet the same need the selections were printed also on 
separate sheets of light card stock, 8t^ x 4JJ inches. A set of these sheets, together with 
a copy of the book, was issued in a paper carton (a copy in the Harvard library) on 
which was printed the title: Holmes Leaflets. [Portrait, For Homes, Libraries, and 
Schools. Compiled by Josephine E. Hodgdon. Illustrated. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 
and Company. The Riverside Press, Cambridge. 

This volume was later incorporated into the Riverside Literature Series, as No. 44, 

extra (double No. H), and then simply as extra double number H, price thirty cents! 

The publisher’s records note thirty-four impressions from 1881 to 1922, embracing 

19,200 copies, and 3,000 additional in sheet form. The plates were melted in November 
1942. 


THE POETICAL WORKS. HANDY 'VOLUME EDITION 


The Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes 
lisher’s device) Boston Houghton, Mifflin and 
side Press, Cambridge, 1881 


Volume I. [IL, (Pub- 
Company The River- 

(Sept. 1881) 


Handy Volume edition. 


Entered for copyright August 22,1881, and copies deposited November 18 Copyright 
numbers: 1881-12947,12948- Published September 15, 1881 (publisher’s Showing Loks 
A, page 86), but Sarah Orne Jewett received a copy (now in Harvard) from H. O. 
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Houghton on September 3 (vol. i was printed August 24 and vol. ii, August 29, River¬ 
side Press cost book, 1881-82, pages 194, 201). Price in cloth $2.50; half calf $5.00; mo- 
rocco, tree calf, or seal $8.00. 

Leaf: 5t x 3! inches, trimmed. Collation: Vol. i: j2], xiii, (i„ t3]-444 pages. Recto of 
preliminary leaf, title-page; verso, copyright notice: 1850-1881, and printer’s note: The 
Riverside Press, Cambridge: Electrotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Co. Page 
[i], introductory poem, without title, dated, August 2, 1881, beginning, “From the first 
gleam of morning” [“Rhymes of a Life-Time”], [ii], blank, [iiij-viii, Contents. [iX], half- 
title, “Earlier Poems.” [X], blank, [xij-xiii, To My Readers [in verse, dated:] April 8, 
1862. [XiV], blank. (3j'444, text. Vol. ii: vii, [ij, 427 pages. Page [ij, title-page, [ii], copy¬ 
right notice and printer’s note as in vol. i. [iiij-vii. Contents. [Viiij, blank. [i]-4i3, text. 
[414], blank. [4i5]-4i8, Notes [identical with those of the Household edition of 1877]. 
[4i9]-427, Index. [428], blank. 

Binding: Semiflexible blue cloth, edges trimmed, top edge gilt, end-papers light yel¬ 
low on one side and white on the other, pasted in. Title in gilt on the front covers. 
Holmes’ Poems. Spines lettered: | Holmes’ | Poetical | Works | vol. i.[ii.] | ; at the foot: 
HM&Co monogram. Also in half calf, morocco, tree calf, and seal. 

Portrait: The first volume has, as frontispiece, Holmes’s portrait “J. A. J. Wilcox Sc. 
Boston.” 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note twelve impressions of this edition, from 
1881 to 1892, comprising a total of some 5,500 copies printed. The plates were melted in 
November 1942. 

Copies for England: The publisher’s records (Showing Books A, page 86) note five 
hundred copies sent, in sheets, in two lots, to Sampson Low and Company, London, in 
1881; these were provided with substitute title-pages, with a London imprint, printed 
by the Riverside Press (Riverside Press cost book, 1881-82, pages 173, 235). Listed in the 
Publishers' Circular, London, November i and 15,1881. Price 10/6. 

This collection embraces the poems of the Household edition of 1877 and of The Iron 
Gate, and Other Poems, 1880. Four early poems, which had been included in the col¬ 
lected poems of 1836 and 1849, and the Blue and Gold edition of 1862, but omitted from 
the Household edition of 1877, are, in the present volume, restored to the collection. 
(These four poems were later rejected for the Riverside edition of 1891 but again re¬ 
stored in the Cambridge edition, 1895.) These four are “The Last Prophecy of Cas¬ 
sandra,” “The Dying Seneca,” “A Souvenir,” “To My Companions.” The only poem 
appearing here in a first printing is the introductory sonnet, beginning From the first 
gleam of morning,” afterwards given the title “Rhymes of a Life-Time. Besides this 
poem five others appear in the present volume for the first time in a collection devoted 
wholly to Holmes’s poems. These five are “Benjamin Peirce, Boston to Florence, 
“Post-Prandial,” “Our Home—Our Country,” “Poem at the Centennial Anniversary 
Dinner of the Massachusetts Medical Society.” Later impressions contain additional 

poems. 
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THE PULPIT AND THE PEW 

(From the ]>]orth American Review.) \ THE PULPIT AND THE 
PEW. |,Rule, (Feb. 1881) 

The above is a caption title, Holmes’s name is printed at the end. 

Leaf : 91V x 5! inches. Collation : Eleven leaves, paged ^ 1 17J-138, being the last three 
leaves of sig. 8 and the whole of sig. 9 of vol. cii of The North American Review, Feb¬ 
ruary 1881, without title-page or wrappers, the above caption title being printed at the 

head of page [I17]. It is a rather rough and ready production, the leaves not stitched to¬ 
gether. 

The only copy noted to date is the Wilson copy (vol. ii, page 598), now in the collec¬ 
tion of Mr. Parkman D. Howe. The American Art Association sale catalogue for April 
1,1926 (lot 501), reproduces the first page of a second, showing the presentation inscrip¬ 
tion : “William P. Upham from his affectionate Uncle Oliver Wendell Holmes, Boston 
Feb. 1881.” The catalogue description claims it to be one of two copies printed for the 
author, but cites no authority for the statement. 


1882 

ALMA MATER 

HARVARD CLUB, NEW YORK. | February 21, 1882. | [Rule, | 
(Begins:, Yes, home is sweet! and yet we needs must sigh, (Feb. 1882) 

Signed in print: Oliver wendell holmes. The sonnet “Alma Mater,” was reprinted in 
The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for February 23, 1882 (vol. cvi, page 187). 

Single sheet, yii x 51^ inches, white laid paper, verso blank. 

For correspondence between Henry Ingersoll Bowditch and Holmes, relating to these 
lines, see page 271. The Wilson copy (vol. ii, page 600) bears an annotation by the origi¬ 
nal owner, Kate Tannatt Woods, indicating that she received the leaflet directly from 
Holmes on February 21. 

FAREWELL ADDRESS 

Farewell Address of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes to the Medical School 
of Harvard University, Tuesday, November 28, 1882. [Reprinted from 
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the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of December y, 1882.] Cam¬ 
bridge : Printed at the Riverside Press. 1882. (Dec. 1882) 

Printed December 21, 1882, in an issue of 67 copies, charged to the Medical Journal 
account (Riverside Press cost book, 1882-83, page 290), from the same setting of type as 
the Journal. 

Leaf: 7J x 5 inches, trimmed. Collation: 24 pages, comprising a gathering of eight 
leaves, followed by two gatherings, each of two leaves and both pasted in. Page (ij, title- 
page. [2j, blank. [3]'2o, text. 21-24, Oliver Wendell Holmes’ Farewell Lecture at the 
Harvard Medical School. Binding: Gray paper wrappers, with the title but without im¬ 
print. 

The matter printed on pages 2i to 24 embraces an account, also reprinted from The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, of the proceedings at Holmes’s farewell lecture, 
at which the third-year students presented a basket of flowers and the members of the 
first year’s class a silver loving cup. Included are two letters, dated December i and 2, 
which Holmes sent to the donors of the gifts. 

publisher’s announcement 


Note. 


[Rulej 


Oliver Wendell Holmes, 


Signed, in print: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 4 Park Street, Boston, Mass. This slip an¬ 
nounces that Holmes has resigned his professorship and that during the year 1883 he 
will write exclusively for The Atlantic Monthly. 


Twenty-five hundred copies were printed by the Riverside Press, January 3, 1883 
(Riverside Press cost book, 1882-83, page 308). 

Single sheet, 4^ x 4 inches, white wove paper, verso blank. A copy is in the Wilson col¬ 
lection (vol. II, page 605). 


MEDICAL EDUCATION 

MEDICAL EDUCATION. | [Ornamented rule, | (Reprinted from the 

Advertiser, 16, 1882.) \ (Ornamented rule, (J^n. 1882) 

Contains: The Harvard Medical School [an appeal]. Endowment of the Harvard 
Medical School (Signed:j O.W. H. 

Single sheet, i7tVx 81^ inches, white wove paper, verso blank, printed in three 
columns. Copies are in the Boston Medical Library, the Massachusetts Historical So 
ciety (Warren papers, vol. xxxvii), and the Harvard Medical School Library. 

The appeal is reprinted in The New Century and the New Building of the Harvard 
Medical School, 1884, page 51, See page 192. 
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MEDICAL HIGHWAYS AND BY-WAYS 

Medical Highways and By-Ways. A Lecture Delivered before the Stu¬ 
dents of the Medical Department of Harvard University, May lo, 1882. 
By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., LL.D., Parkman Professor of Anat¬ 
omy. [Reprinted from the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] Cam¬ 
bridge: Printed at the Riverside Press. 1882. (June 1882) 

Printed June 13,1882, charged to the Medical Journal account, in an issue of 107 copies 
(Riverside Press cost book, 1882-83, P^ge 81), from the setting of type used in the 
Journal of June i, 1882, vol. cvi, page 505. 

Leaf: 7§ x 5 inches, trimmed. Collation: 32 pages. Sig. (i,, 2 in 8’s. Page title- 

page. [2], blank. text. Binding; Gray wrappers, wired, the front an exact copy of 

the title-page. 

See page 454 for an account of the origin of this lecture and the manuscripts. 


MR. LANE’S CHESTER MIRACLE 

Mr. Lane’s Chester Miracle. | [Rulei | Verbatim j “Copye Of A Letter > 
Discribinge The | Wonderfull Wor{e Of God | in deliveringe a mayden 
within the | Cittie of Chest’r, | from a horrible kinde of torment And 
sicknes, the lo of februarie, 1564.” [ Transcribed from a M.S. Letter 
Book in the University Library, Cambridge, | To Which Is Added A 
Characteristic Letter | From | Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, | Of Bos¬ 
ton, United States, | The whole reprinted from the Chester Courant and 
Edited, with some | explanatory Notes, | [Rulej | By Thomas Hughes, 
F.S.A. I [Rule] I Chester: | Printed At The “Courant” Office, \ For Pri¬ 
vate Circulation Only. I (Rulej I 1882. (i88'>) 

Leaf: 8JJ x 5^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: 12 pages. Binding: Green paper wrap¬ 
pers, printed: | Mr. Lane’s | Chester Miracle. | [Ornamented rule, | Copye OJA Letter I 
Discribinge The | Wonderfull Worke Of God | Within The Cittie Of Chester, 1564 
I [Rule, I By I Thomas Hughes, F.S.A. | ,Rule, | "Courant" Office, Chester. | 1882. | . 

The editor quotes (pages 10-12), as describing a comparable case, the letter of Holmes 
to Dr. Ellis, June 3,1881, read at the dinner of the Massachusetts Medical Society, June 
8, i88i, recorded at page 439. A copy of the pamphlet is in the Surgeon-General’s Library. 
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OUR DEAD SINGER 

OUR DEAD SINGER. | by Oliver wendell holmes. | (Apr. ? 1882) 

Occasioned by the death of the poet Longfellow. 

Single sheet, ii A x 51% inches, white wove paper, verso blank. A copy is in the Har- 
vard Holmes collection. 

This undated leaflet would seem unquestionably to be a private printing for distribu¬ 
tion to friends. It is not struck off from type set for The Atlantic Monthly iox June 1882, 
where the poem appeared, nor was it printed by the Riverside Press. 


1883 

ADDRESS. UNITARIAN FESTIVAL 

(Address of welcome, Unitarian festival, Boston, May 31, 1883. Be¬ 
gins:] I Brothers, Sisters and Friends: | My first, pleasant duty is to 
give eX'lpression to the cordial delight with which we | greet our guests 
and each other | (May 1883) 

Private printing, without title or author’s name, in great primer type (i8 point) 
for the author’s use in reading the address. The only copy reported is in the Harvard 
Holmes collection. 

Leaf: 12 x 7J inches, trimmed, white wove paper. Collation: Thirteen sheets, printed 
on the recto only. 

The Harvard Holmes collection also has a newspaper galley proof of this address for 
the Boston Daily Advertiser oi June i, 1883. On the second leaf of the private printing is 
a pencil correction, by Holmes, altering the phrase “as one of your honored husband s 
Sunday coats without a button!” to “as the Sunday coat of one of your honored hus¬ 
bands without a button!” (A not exactly felicitous alteration of the original!) This cor¬ 
rection is in the Advertiser, thus establishing the precedence of the private printing. 

GRANDMOTHER’S STORY AND OTHER POEMS 

The Riverside Literature Series (Rulei Grandmother s Story and Other 
Poems by Oliver Wendell Holmes With Notes and a Biographical 
Sketch. (Publisher’s device] Houghton, Mifflin and Company Boston. 
The Riverside Press, Cambridge 1883) 
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Number 6 of the Riverside Literature Series; price fifteen cents. Entered for copy¬ 
right June 13, 1883; copyright number: 1883-10822. Published June 16, 1883. 

Leaf: 6} x 4^ inches. Collation: 96 pages. Impressions: Between 1883 and 1936, 
eighty-nine impressions were struck oiT, comprising a total of some 252,000 copies. The 
plates were melted in November 1942. This was combined later with number 31 (My 
Hunt after ''the Captain") of the same series to make a double number, and eleven im¬ 
pressions were struck of?, 1896 to 1912, with a total of some 9,300 copies. The records indi¬ 
cate also that this was combined with numbers 28 and 15 of the series (John Bur¬ 
roughs and Lowell), of which seven impressions are noted from 1891 to 1898, with a 
total of 7,500 copies; also combined with numbers 28 and 37 (Burroughs and Warner), 
four impressions, 1896 to 1902, 1,900 copies. Taken all together, the total number of 
copies of Grandmother s Story in this form would seem to have been some 270,700. 


MEDICAL ESSAYS 

Medical Essays 1842-1882 By Oliver Wendell Holmes [Publisher’s 
device] Boston Houghton, Mifflin and Company New York: ii 
East Seventeenth Street The Riverside Press, Cambridge 1883 

(Apr. 1883) 

Entered for copyright April ii, 1883, and copies deposited April 16. Copyright num¬ 
ber: 1883-6892. Published April 13, 1883 (Showing Books B, page 186). Price S2.00. 

Leaf. 7J x 5 inches, trimmed. Collation: [2], x, (2], 435 pages, comprising a pre¬ 
liminary leaf, followed by one gathering of six leaves, eighteen of twelve leaves, one of 
six, with an additional single leaf at the end. There are printed signature numbers for 
gatherings of eight leaves. Page (i j, blank. [2], advertisement of new edition of Holmes’s 
writings, the Medical Essays listed as “a new volume.” (i„ title-page, [iij, copyright 
notice: 1861, 1862, and 1883, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, and printer’s note: Riverside, 
Cambridge: Electrotyped and printed by H. O. Houghton and Company, piij, iv. Pref¬ 
ace to the New Edition, dated: March 21, 1883. ,v,-x. Preface, dated: Boston,’january, 
1861. [Xi], Contents, jxiij, blank. (i 5-440, text. (4411-445, Appendix. [4461, blank. 

Binding: The standard uniform binding, dark green beveled cloth, gilt top, with 
winged tea urn in gold on the front cover, in blind on the back. Stapled. 

Impressions: The publisher s records note eight impressions from 1883 to 1891, com¬ 
prising a total of some 2,800 copies printed; the same plates were then used for the 
Riverside edition of 1891. 

Contents : 

Homoeopathy and Its Kindred Delusions. 

The Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever. 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Science. 
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Border Lines of Knowledge in Some Provinces of Medical Science. 

Scholastic and Bedside Teaching. 

The Medical Profession in Massachusetts. 

The Young Practitioner. 

Medical Libraries. 

Some of My Early Teachers. (Farewell Address, Harvard Medical School.] 

Appendix. Notes to the Address on Currents and Counter-Currents in 
Medical Science. [Identical with the notes on pages 46 to 50 of 
Currents and Counter-Currents, with Other Addresses and Es¬ 
says, 1861.] 

The first three of these papers were included in Holmes’s Currents and Counter- 
Currents in Medical Science, 1861; the rest are here first collected but in no case is this 
a first printing. 

PAGES FROM AN OLD VOLUME OF LIFE 

PagesfromanOld Volume of Life A Collection of Essays 1857-1881 
By Oliver Wendell Holmes [Publisher’s device) Boston Houghton, 
Mifflin and Company New York: ii East Seventeenth Street The 
Riverside Press. Cambridge 1883 (June 1883) 

Entered for copyright May 28, 1883, and copies deposited June ii. Copyright num¬ 
ber: 1883-9822. Published June 16, 1883 (Showing Books B, page 208). Price $2.00. 

Leaf: x 5 inches, trimmed. Collation: [4j, 433 pages, comprising a preliminary 

gathering of two leaves pasted in, followed by eighteen gatherings of twelve leaves 
each, with another two-leaf gathering at the end, of which the second leaf, blank, seems 
to be pasted under the final end-paper. In this two-leaf gathering is inserted a 16-page 
advertisement of Houghton, Mifflin and Company’s publications. (The signature num¬ 
bers are for gathering in 8’s.) Page (i,, title-page. (2j, copyright notice: 1863, 1871, and 
1883, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, and printer’s note: Riverside, Cambridge: Electro- 
typed and Printed by H. O. Houghton and Company. (3i, Contents. [4], blank. [i]' 433 > 
text. [434], blank. 

Variant collation: In numerous copies the gatherings are all of twelve leaves, the 
title-page being the first leaf of the first gathering, with the same 16-page advertisement 
occupying the fourth to the eleventh leaves of the last gathering, the last leaf of which, 
blank, seems to be under the final end-paper. This form must be the later of the two 
forms, for copies dated 1883 with the words “Third Edition on the title-page have 
this second collation. It would seem likely that, in printing ofl the first impression, page 
I of the text was made the first page of a twelve-leaf gathering, with the thought that 
additional prefatory matter might come in at the last moment, which could then be 
easily handled as part of a preliminary gathering. 
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Binding: The standard uniform binding, dark green beveled cloth, gilt top, with 
winged tea urn in gold on the front cover, in blind on the back. 

Impressions: The publisher's records note ten impressions, from 1883 to 1889, com¬ 
prising a total of 5,100 copies printed; the same plates w-ere then used for the Riverside 
edition of 1891. 

Contents ; 

Bread and the Newspaper. 

My Hunt after “The Captain.’* 

The Inevitable Trial. 

The Physiology of Walking. 

The Seasons. 

Talk Concerning the Human Body and Its Management. 

Cinders from the Ashes. 

Mechanism in Thought and Morals. 

The Physiology of Versification. 

Crime and Automatism. 

Jonathan Edwards. 

The Pulpit and the Pew. 

Of the twelve essays in this volume, two (both of them addresses) had been issued as 
independent publications; five first appeared in The Atlantic Monthly and two in The 
Atlantic Almanac; the remaining three were contributed to other periodicals. A de¬ 
tailed statement of the publication of each essay will be found here in Part III. 


SOUVENIR TELEGRAM 


[The dinner-bell.) No. 17—Form i. THE AMERICAN RAPID 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY. [Facsimile telegraph form, with mes¬ 
sage in manuscript facsimile, not Holmes’s hand, beginning: 

April 1883. I “The dinner-bell, the dinner-bell 


Boston 


(Apr. 1883) 


The two verses are from Holmes’s “A Noontide Lyric. 




Single sheet, 5! x 8 inches, on light brown paper, drawing on verso. With envelope, 
printed heading: American Rabid ^sic-. Telegraph Co. Copies with the envelope are in 
the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 607) and the Massachusetts State Library. 

This imitation telegram was distributed to enliven the guests at the dinner given 
Holmes by the medical profession of New York, April 12, 1883. At first glance the tele¬ 
gram is dated April i, 1883, but closer inspection reveals a superposed 2 after the i, thus 
producing the correct date. The lines beginning “I hear the voice! I go! I go!” indicate 
that the mock telegram was to be looked upon as Holmes’s note accepting the din¬ 
ner invitation. The back of the telegram has an amusing line drawing representing 
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Dr. Fordyce Barker, the chairman, on the steps of Delmonico’s, carving knife and fork 
in hand, energetically ringing the bell, while Holmes rushes up, staggering, with a load 
of bones under one arm and books under the other, a dour expression on his face; 
a stout policeman in the background waves a billy at him. The figure of the policeman 
is that of Governor “Ben” Butler, in caricature, the building in the rear being of course 
the Beacon Street State House, in Boston, over which are emblazoned the words 
“Tewksbury Investigation.” It was only a few days before the dinner that the first of a 
series of hearings had been held by the Joint Standing Committee on Public Charitable 
Institutions “to investigate the management, control, and condition of the public chari¬ 
table institutions, and the special charges of the mismanagement of the State Almshouse 
at Tewksbury.” On page 1352 of the report of the hearings (Commonwealth of Massa¬ 
chusetts, House, No. 300), there is some reference to Holmes, the question being 
whether improper use of anatomical specimens had been made at the Medical School. 
The hearings were still in progress at the time of the dinner. A copy of the telegram 
preserved by Dr. Henry Ingersoll Bowditch (scrapbook, Boston Medical Library) has 
an annotation by Bowditch: “all excellent likenesses of the three personages.” 



ADDRESS FOR MEDICAL SCHOOL CENTENNIAL 

The New Century and the New Building of the Harvard Medical 

School. 1783-1883. [Ornamental rulei Addresses and Exercises at the 

One Hundredth Anniversary of the Foundation of the Medical School 

of Harvard University, October 17, 1883. (Conventionalized Harvard 

seal] Cambridge: John Wilson and Son. University Press. 1884. 

(May 1884) 

Le Barron Russell acknowledged a presentation copy on May 20, 1884 (letter in the 
Harvard Holmes collection). 

Leaf: 91^ x 6 i inches, untrimmed. Collation: [2j, 55 pages, comprising seven 
gatherings of four leaves, followed by one of two leaves, this last pasted in, the first 
leaf of the gathering blank. There are printed signature numbers for folding in 8 s. 
Plates are inserted opposite the title-page and pages 4, 7, 22. Page [ij, title-page, pij, 
blank. [I], Illustrations. [2„ blank. ^31-35, Address by Oliver Wendell Holmes. i36r49, 
Exercises in Huntington Hall including the presentation of a portrait of Holmes, paint¬ 
ed by John W. Alexander. ^50], blank. [511-55» Appendix (by Dr. Holmes,: Endowment 
of the Harvard Medical School. At the foot of page 55: University Press: John Wilson & 

Son, Cambridge. [56,, blank. 
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The note at the head of the appendix reads: [The following appeal, from the pen of 

Dr. Holmes, states clearly and concisely the work of the School, and its aims for the 
future.] 

Binding: Issued in wrappers, untrimmed, also maroon cloth, the latter with gilt top, 
lower edge slightly trimmed. Title on page i of the wrappers: One Hundredth Anni¬ 
versary of the Foundation of the Medical School of Harvard University. ,Convention¬ 
alized Harvard seal. The same title and seal are in gilt on the front cover of the bound 
copies, the spine lettered lengthwise: 1783. Harvard Medical School. 1883. The cloth 
copies have chocolate end-papers and an extra flyleaf at the end, in addition to the free 
end-paper. 


THE CHAMBERED NAUTILUS 

[The Chambered Nautilus, Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1884.1 

(Feb.1884) 

The cost book of the Riverside Press for 1883-84 has at page 420 (item 271, February 
14,1884) an entry: “Pr Specimen Chambered Nautilus,” the work (one page) charged 
to the manufacturer’s account. One hundred copies were printed (100 more being print¬ 
ed in April.?, op. cit., page 459). No copy of this leaflet, evidently intended as a type 
specimen, has been located. 


MODERN CLASSICS. NO. 33 

Modern Classics. [Rulei Selections from the Breakfast-Table Series, and 
Pages from an Old Volume of Life. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. iFleu- 
roni Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company. New York; ii East 
Seventeenth Street. The Riverside Press, Cambridge. (Feb. 1884) 

Published February 16, 1884 (Riverside Press files). Listed as No. 33 of the series. 
Price forty cents. Leaf: 5t'V x 31'V inches, trimmed. Collation: 332 pages, followed by 
four pages of advertising matter. Binding: Decorated green cloth with orange ed<res. 
The end-papers carry a description and list of the volumes of the Modern Classics Series. 
Impressions: The publisher’s records note nineteen impressions from 1884 to 1917, com¬ 
prising a total of over 13,000 copies printed. The plates were melted in November 1942. 


SPEECH OF DR. HOLMES 


[ 


Unidentified private printing by the Riverside Press. 


1 


(May 1884) 


The Riverside Press cost book for 1883-84 has, at page 520 under the date May 28 1884 
the following entry: ^ 
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Dr. O.W.Holmes 

Pr. Speech of Dr. Holmes. 

Pr. 50^* no paper fpressworkj .50 

Comp 7 hrs 50^^ [Composition] $3.50 

Mem. Comp. Prg. & Paper 12 cop. 4.00 

The “speech” alluded to might be one of the broadsides of “Dorothy Q.” described 
below. 


1885 

DOROTHY Q. 

BROADSIDE WITHOUT PORTRAIT 

DOROTHY Q. | a family portrait. (Dec. 1885 ?) 

Single sheet, 13]^ x io}g inches, heavy white laid paper, with watermark, verso 
blank. Printed in two columns with vertical rule between them. Without printed date 
or signature. 

The only copy seen is the Wilson copy (vol. ii, page 608, now in the collection of Mr. 
Howe). It is signed in full and dated “May 22 ^ 1884.” 

BROADSIDE WITH PORTRAIT 

(Portrait of Dorothy Q.) | [From the Original Painting.] | DOROTHY 

Q. I A FAMILY PORTRAIT. ] 

Single sheet, 15^ x 9 inches, white wove paper, verso blank. Printed in two columns 
with vertical rule between them. With signature in facsimile. 

The only copy seen is in the Boston Public Library. 

This printing of the poem is similar to the one without the portrait. The setting of 
the headline is different, there is slightly more leading between stanzas, and the vertica 
rule is slightly longer. Otherwise it is from the same setting of type. 

Since the reproduction of the portrait is the same as the one which appears opp 
page 242 in the 1878 illustrated edition of Holmes’s poems, the inference is that botn 
these printings were done by the Riverside Press.* The only cost-book entry that mig 
account for either is one of December 19, 1885 (Riverside Press cost book for 1884-85, 

page 551), as follows: 

• The cost books note any reproductions done for other presses. 
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Dr. H.P.Quincy 

Pr. Holmes Poem Dorothy Q. 

Comp 3600 ems @ 75 2.70 

I sig. (200 copies) @ 2.50 2.50 

I J quires 24 J X 38 — 90 lbs @ 8o^* 1.40 

The specification for the paper is slightly short of the amount needed for 200 copies of 
the first broadside described, but there is an obvious error in the entry—the discrepancy 
between the price and the total cost, the latter being for ij quires.* The second broad¬ 
side might be a trial printing of the first. 

The date of the inscription on the first. May 22, 1884, then requires explanation. It 
could be accounted for as Holmes's erroneous recollection of the occasion when he read 
the poem, May 23, 1884, for the dinner given to Hon. John Lowell by the Merchants’ 
Association of Boston. 

Neither of these printings, however, could have been done particularly for Holmes’s 
use on that occasion. Reading at the Lowell dinner, Holmes altered all the pronouns 
so as to make them refer to Lowell and himself both as descendants of Dorothy Quincy. 
The manuscript with the altered pronouns and the prefatory prose remarks is in the 
Library of Congress. It has been used as printer's copy and has a note, not in Holmes’s 
hand, at the end, “12 copies.” Possibly the unidentified “speech” (see above) recorded 
in the Press cost book, May 28, 1884, is this version of the poem with its remarks (the 
dates in the cost book are not precise), printed for distribution to the newspapers in 
which speech and poem with altered pronouns appeared. 


PRIVATE PRINTING. 1 887 

[Dorothy Q. Begins:) Grandmother’s mother; her age, I guess, 

(1887?) 

Private printing, without title or author’s name, in great primer type (18 point) for 
use in public readings. The only copy reported is in the Huntington Library, being the 
Wakeman copy, number 529 of the sale catalogue of 1924; this copy is inscribed at the 
head in Holmes's handwriting: Julia B. Paine With the kind regards of Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes February 24*** 1887. 


Four leaves, 14^ x iii inches, untrimmed, printed on the rectos of the first three 
leaves, the second and third leaves now conjugate, the first and fourth originally so. The 
data for the present description have kindly been furnished by the Huntington Library. 

The Wakeman sale catalogue quotes a memorandum, written by Mr. Wakeman 
relating to this printing of the poem. He suggested that it might have been used on some 
occasion previous to its appearance in The Atlantic Monthly for January 1871. The 
punctuation and the word “tender” in the last line of the eighth stanza show the text of 


* Mr. E. B. Powell of the Powell Printing Company, Cambridge, shown the first broadside and 
the cost-book entry, expressed the opinion that the Press specifications could be for that broadside 
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the Household edition of 1877 rather than that of The Atlantic Monthly, indicating a 
date later than 1871. It seems probable that the manuscript date, February 1887, on this 
copy is at least approximate to the date of printing, and that Holmes had it put into 
large type for use at the frequent “authors’ readings,” popular at that period. 


THE HOLMES CALENDAR 


The Holmes Calendar With Selections For Every Day In The Year 

(Nov. 1884) 

A pad calendar. Leaf: 3^ x 2^ inches. Price $1.00. 


The publisher’s records show that calendar pads were printed in four successive years, 
for the years 1885,1886,1887, and 1888, each issue naturally being ready in advance of the 
year for which it was to be used. In the issue here described, a copy of which is in the 
Boston Medical Library, the first day of January falls on Thursday, thus showing that 
it was for the year 1885. Four impressions were struck off for this year in July, Septem¬ 
ber, November, and December 1884; but it was not published until November 1884 
(Showing Books C, page 208). It was copyrighted November 8, 1884. These four im¬ 
pressions were of 2,650, 2,660, 2,120, and 1,000 copies; the fourth, which was not ready 
until December 30, is marked in the records as having been “dumped” (Sheet Stock 
Books, vol. IV, page 109). 

Holmes wrote to George Stewart in November 1884: “Somebody has got up a 
‘Holmes Calendar’ that I had nothing to do with." The letter is quoted in Self Culture, 
Chicago, June 1899, vol. ix, page 420. 


ILLUSTRATED POEMS 

Illustrated Poems of Oliver Wendell Holmes With Illustrations By 
[twenty artistsj (Riverside Press device] Boston Houghton, Mifflin and 
Company New York: ii East Seventeenth Street The Riverside 
Press, Cambridge 1885 (Nov. 1884) 

Entered for copyright October 7, 1884, and copies deposited November 8. Copyright 
number: 1884-20195. Published November 8, 1884 (Showing Books C, page 222). Price 

$5.00. 

Leaf: loi x yi inches, trimmed. Collation : viii, [2j, 89 pages. On back of title-page: 
Electrotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Co. Binding: Blue (green. Ed^ o 
brown decorated cloth, beveled, gilt edges. Portrait: Inserted frontispiece, S. A. Schoft, 
aq. fort. Impressions: The publisher’s records note that there was but one impression 
of this edition, of which 2,514 copies were struck off. The plates were me te in p 
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1896. Copies for England: 262 copies were sent in sheets to Macmillan, of London, who 

issued them with a substitute title-page,* with his imprint, as indicated in the British 

Museum Catalogue of Printed Books and in the Publishers' Circular, London, Decem¬ 
ber 31, 1884. 

The volume contains twenty-nine poems; the introductory poem “Ave,” dated July 
24,1884, although written expressly for the present volume, was first printed in The At¬ 
lantic Monthly for October 1884. The contributing artists named on the title-page were 
George Randolph Barse, Frederic Crowninshield, Frances Houston, William Formby 
Halsall, Helen Maria Hinds, Francis Coates Jones, Hugh Bolton Jones, George Wil¬ 
loughby Maynard, Charles Elliott Mills, John Francis Murphy, Howard Pyle, Louis 
Ritter, William Henry Shelton, William Thomas Smedley, Sidney Lawton Smith, 
Isaac H. Stiefel, Charles John Taylor, William L. Taylor, Ross Turner, Frederic Porter 
Vinton. The names of the engravers are given on page viii: Messrs. Andrew, Attwood, 
Baker, Closson, Cowee, French, Held, Marsh, Latham, Schoelch, Sylvester. Miss Powell, 
and others. 


A MORTAL ANTIPATHY 

A Mortal Antipathy First Opening of the New Portfolio By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes (Riverside Press devicej Boston and New York 


Houghton, Mifflin and Company 
1885 


The Riverside Press, Cambridge 

(Nov. 1885) 


Entered for copyright and copies deposited November 25, 1885. Copyright number: 
1885-24690. Published November 25, 1885 (Riverside Press files). The copy Holmes 
presented to his daughter-in-law has the flyleaf date November 26th 1885. Price $1.50. 

Leaf. 7^ x 4!' inches, trimmed. Collation: [6], 307 pages, followed by a 13-page cata¬ 
logue of Houghton, Mifflin and Company’s publications, the first leaves of which are 
an integral part of the book. Consists of a preliminary gathering of four leaves, the first 
blank (at times under the first end-paper), followed by thirteen gatherings,’ each of 
twelve leaves, and a final gathering of six leaves, the last leaf blank, all without printed 
signatures, although printed signatures are provided for printing in 8’s. Page [i„ blank. 
[2], advertisement of Holmes s writings. (3), title-page. ,4,, copyright notice: 1885, by 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, and printer’s note: The Riverside Press, Cambridge: Electro- 
typed and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Co. ,5^, Contents. (6„ blank., i ,-307, text. ,308,, 

blank. [i)-i3. Standard and Popular Library Books selected from the catalogue of 
Houghton, Mifflin and Company. [I4], blank. 

Binding : Green beveled cloth, trimmed, gilt top, very deep blue end-papers with the 

* The title-page was probably provided by the Riverside Press as usual; the cost book for 1884-8, 

has no separaw note of it, ^t there is an entry, page 135, November 29, for printing English im 
prints for various authors. Holmes listed among them. ^ ^ g n im 
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winged urn stamped in gold on the front cover, and in blind on the back. Spine lettered: 
A I Mortal | Antipathy | O.W.Holmes ; at the foot: | Houghton Mifflin & Co. | . 

Advertisements; Copies with the collation described above arc of the first impres¬ 
sion; the advertisements, an integral part of the book, were altered for the second im¬ 
pression. In the first impression, the advertising leaf, page (2j, gives the price of Elsie 
Venner as Si.50 and of the Breakfast-Table Series as S14.00; in the second impression, 
these prices were changed to $2.00 and $13.50, respectively. The thirteen-page publisher’s 
catalogue at the end also has changes affecting pages 2-4; a title is added to page 3— 
J. A. Brown’s Life of Bunyan (imported from England in sheets and published here 
November 16, 1885; Sheet Stock Books, vol. v, page 29)—and umlauts are added to the 
names of Bjornstjerne Bjdrnson (page 3) and Madame de Stael (page 4). The second 
advertising leaf and the second catalogue were printed on November 25 (Riverside 
Press cost book, 1884-85, pages 522, 523) and consequently could not have been used in 
the first impression, printed November 17 and published November 25. The second 
impression, printed December 5, has the second advertisements and a different colla¬ 
tion, being made up of thirteen gatherings all in 12’s, with a final gathering of 8. The 
first leaf of this last gathering contains the final page (307) of the text, its verso blank, 
and its conjugate leaf being the last page of the advertising catalogue, with the verso 
blank. (The misprint on page 32—the omission of the H. in Elolmes’s initials—occurs 
in both impressions.) 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note that from 1885 to 1891 ten impressions were 
printed, comprising a total of some 10,170 copies. The same plates were used for the 
Riverside edition. 

Copies for the British trade: The publisher’s records indicate that 500 copies in 
sheets were shipped to Sampson Low, November 17, 1885, provided with a substitute 
title-page printed by the Riverside Press (files and cost book, 1884-85, pages 508, 514), 
of later impressions, 500 additional copies in two lots of 250 each were sent to Sampson 
Low in April 1886 and January 1889. 

After an interval of eighteen years Holmes turned again to writing medicated fic¬ 
tion and contributed to successive numbers of The Atlantic Monthly from January to 
December, 1885, a new story in the old style, to which he gave the title The New Port 
folio” (the manuscript, Morgan Library, has this title). He renamed it A Morta 
Antipathy when it came out in book form. The manuscript notebook for the nove 
(Harvard Holmes collection) indicates that “A Tutor’s Antipathy” had been the tenta¬ 
tive title. j. 

"The Old Song,” which closes the sixth chapter, was read by Holmes at his class in¬ 
ner of January 8, 1885, was first printed in The Atlantic Monthly of April ^ ^ ^ 
year as part of A Mortal Antipathy, included in that tale when it was printed in book 
form, and later given the title "The Lyre of Anacreon” when it was printed in efore 

the Curfew, and Other Poems, 1888. 
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RALPH WALDO EMERSON 


American Men of Letters. (Rulei Ralph Waldo Emerson. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. iPublisher’s device: Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and 
Company. New York: ri East Seventeenth Street. The Riverside Press, 


Cambridge. 1885. 


(Dec. 1884) 


Entered for copyright December 4, 1884, and copies deposited December lo. Copy¬ 
right number: 1885-24050. The publisher’s records show that the edition was ready De¬ 
cember 5, 1884, on which day Holmes lent a copy (probably one of twenty-six received 
that day from the binder) to Edmund Gosse, then lecturing in Boston; presentations 

were made on December 9 and 10. Published December 10, 1884 (Riverside Press 
files). Price $1.25. 


Leaf;6|Sx4t'5i inches, trimmed. Collation : |4„viii, 441 pages, consisting of gather¬ 
ings as follows: one in 6 leaves, seventeen in 12’s, one in 6, single leaf inserted (pages 
421-22), one in 10 (Index), one in 4 (devoted to advertisements of Houghton, Mifflin 
publications). The printed signatures (numbers) provide for printing in 8’s. Page 
[I], half-title: American Men of Letters. Edited by Charles Dudley Warner. (2,, a 
quotation, without title or indication of source; it is Shelley’s “To Stella,” a transla¬ 
tion from the Greek, being book vii, epigram 669, of the Palatine Anthology, attributed 
there to Plato.* ,3,, title-page. [4„ copyright notice: 1884, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
and printer’s note: T he Riverside Press, Cambridge: Electrotyped and Printed by H. O. 
Houghton & Co. [i„ Note, dated: Boston, November 25, 1884, thanking the Emerson 
family and other friends who had helped and stating that the index was made by Mr. 

J. H. Wiggin, “revised and somewhat abridged" by Holmes. [ii„ blank, (iiij-viii. Con¬ 
tents. (I J-441, text and Index. (442,, blank. 


(The collation above is that of all normal copies of the first impression, which is easily 
distinguished from the second. For the second impression, the title-page was altered to 
bear the note “Fourth Thousand,” and three corrections were made in the text, the 
conspicuous change being the alteration of Ben Jonson to Dryden. page 393, necessi¬ 
tating that the lines be reset. Holmes’s own copy of the first impression in the Harvard 
library, with his numerous manuscript corrections and the printer’s annotations differs 
from all other copies seen. The leaf for pages ,37,-38 is pasted in on the stub of the 
normally contiguous leaf for pages 35-36. The texts and type of these four pages do not 
differ in any way from those of normal copies. The manuscript in the Library of Con 
gress differs so radically at this point in the text that it offers no clue to the error which 
must have necessitated the change here, an error evidently caught before the book was 


This use of the quotation was apparently suggested by E. R. Hoar. A letter from him to Holmes 
(Harvard library), December 29 1883, exclaims, “This is it," and supplies the four lines here use^ 
Judge Hoar t^k more than a litde interest in Holmes’s writing of Emerson; it seems reasonabirfo 

peXJ! -Ed discussion of Emerson-at the Saturday Sub” 
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released for publication. The records* of the Riverside Press show that a large number 
of corrections were made in the plates before the book was printed. This, to date unique, 
copy has no advertisements; it is stapled instead of stitched, as are a few early presen¬ 
tation copies.— Ed.) 

Frontispiece: Portrait, inserted, of Emerson, engraved by J. A. J. Wilcox, Boston, 
with tissue guard. 

Binding: Red cloth, the edges trimmed, gilt top, olive green coated end-papers pasted 
in, with one flyleaf at each end in addition to the free end-papers, with series tide and 
editor's name in gold, on the front cover. Spine lettered, in a box of plain rules: | Ralph 
Waldo I Emerson | [Rulej | Holmes | , and below: | American | Men of Letters | ; at 
the foot: the HM&Co monogram. Also in white buckram, untrimmed, leaf 73^ x 4^ 
inches, with red leather label: | Life of | Emerson | (Rule] | Holmes. . 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note that during the months of December, Jan¬ 
uary, and February eight impressions were run off, amounting to some 9,000 copies; 
and there were in all, from 1885 to April 1925 (the last copies bound February 1930), 
thirty-five impressions with a total of some 21,800 copies. The plates were melted in 
October 1942. 

Copies for the British trade: As early as November 21, six copies were sent to Eng¬ 
land, and on December 5, 520 copies, in sheets, were shipped to Kegan Paul of London. 

Publisher's agreement: The Holmes papers (Harvard library) contain the agree¬ 
ment with the publisher, December 6,1884, whereby Holmes was to have ten per cent of 
the trade-list price. 

POSTHUMOUS REPRINT 

Riverside Popular Biographies Ralph Waldo Emerson by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Boston and New York Houghton Mifflin Com¬ 
pany The Riverside Press Cambridge 

Half-title: Great American Authors Ralph Waldo Emerson Leaf: 65 inches, 
trimmed. Collation: [6,, viii, 441 pages. Copyright 1912, by Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
From the original plates. Binding: Light green cloth, with decoration and lettering in 

dark green. 

* Riverside Press cost book, 1884-85, pages 139, 149, under the dates November 29 and Decern 
ber 6. The entry for November 29 refers specifically to pages 34i-42> 355'S6. Plate alterations arc a so 
noted on December 22, December 27, 1884, and March 13, 1885. The annotated copy esen e as 
a list of pages to be reset; the list is dated March 14 and signed OWH. Mr. P. K. Fdey preserve a 
memorandum of forty-eight additional errors which Holmes sent to Francis J. arrison o c 
Press. Edward Emerson’s copy, also in the Harvard library, notes several mista es, an t ere a 
notations of errors in copies belonging to O. W. Holmes, Jr. These errors are correcte in a e im 

pressions. 
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SELECTIONS FOR THE BLIND 


Selections from the Poetical Works of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes. With 

a “Dedication” Written by the Author Expressly for this Edition. Elec- 
trotyped. The Howe Memorial Press, Perkins Institution and Mass. 


School for the Blind. Boston. 1885. 


(Aug. 1885) 


Primed wholly in raised letters. The “Dedication” is on leaf i, and dated June I5'^ 

1885; Its title in the editions of Holmes’s poems is “Prelude to a Volume Printed in 
Raised Letters for the Blind/’ 


Leaf: 13^ x iil inches. Collation: iv, 168 leaves. 

The book was evidently ready late in August. In a letter of August 26, Michael 
Anagnos of the Perkins Institution wrote Holmes to say that he was sending him a copy 
(letter in Harvard Holmes collection). A reporter for the Boston Globe, interviewing 
Holmes on his birthday, August 29, saw the book, which Holmes showed him as a re¬ 
cent acquisition, commenting on its enormous size. 

For other editions of Holmes for the blind, see Appendix 8. 


(May 1885) 


A WELCOME TO DR. GOULD 

A Welcome | To | Dr. Benjamin Apthorp Gould 

Printed for Holmes by the Riverside Press, May 26, 1885, in an issue of 50 copies 
(Riverside Press cost book, 1884-85, page 316). 

Holmes s name is not printed as author, but copies seen are autographed. Copies are 
in the Wilson collection (vol. 11, page 612), Boston Medical Library, the New York 
Public Library, and in the collection of Mr. Howe. 


Four-page leaflet, 8 x 5* inches when folded, white laid paper, watermarked: Crane’s 
Grecian Antique. Page [i „ title, as above. (2, 3,, text, with title: A Welcome to Dr. Ben¬ 
jamin Apthorp Gould, On His Return from South America, After Fifteen Years de¬ 
voted to Cataloguing the Stars of the Southern Hemisphere* The asterisk at the end 

of the title refers to the footnote; Read at the Dinner given at the Hotel Vendome May 
6,1885. {4], blank. ’ ^ 


That the leaflet was distributed some days after the dinner is indicated in a letter (col¬ 
lection of Mr. P. D. Howe) to Gould, dated May 28th, 1885, in which Holmes writes- 
‘I have had a few copies of my ‘Welcome’ struck off, and I beg you to accept a dozen 
of them which you will receive by post. I am slowly recovering from what has been for 
me a considerable illness.” Gould’s letter in reply is in the Harvard Holmes collection 
This reply is dated 1885 June 30 Saturday Even^” obviously misdated June 30 instead 
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of May 30, for it acknowledges the receipt of the copies sent by Holmes on May 28; 
in 1885, May 30 fell on a Saturday, June 30 did not. 

Material recently added to the Harvard Holmes collection includes a manuscript en¬ 
dorsed by Holmes for 1 hursday’s Advertiser,’* bearing on the reverse the following 
note (not in Holmes s hand): Proof to be sent to Dr Holmes before 8 p.m. today So 
promised by me W_ A_-Not to be printed until Thursday.” 

With this is the Advertiser proof corrected by Holmes. This proof is pasted to a scrap 
of his notepaper on which he has written the title that appears on the leaflet. On the 
back is the Riverside Press stamp with the date May 16, 1885. 


1886 

CALENDAR FOR 1886 

[The Holmes Calendar] (Sept. 1885) 

A pad calendar for the year 1886, copyrighted September 23, 1885. Price: Si.oo. The 
publisher’s records (Showing Books D, page 178) show that two impressions were 
struck ofT for this year: the first ready in August 1885, of 3,500 copies, the second in No¬ 
vember, 1,000 copies. No copy of this calendar has been located. See page 196. 

HYMN. ANNIVERSARY OF KING’S CHAPEL 

1686. 1886. I Commemorative Services | [Woodcut of old Boston] 
King’s Chapel, Boston, | Upon The | Completion Of Two Hundred 
Years, | Wednesday, December 15, 1886, | At 2 p . m . | Together With 
Some Historical Memorials. | [Rulej | Committee Of Arrangements. | 
[Sixteen namesi (Dec. 1886) 

Contains on the fifth (inserted) leaf Holmes’s hymn, to be sung by the congrega¬ 
tion to the tune of Tallis’ “Evening Hymn”; the hymn begins, “O’ershadowed by the 
walls that climb.” 

Leaf; 8J x 6 i inches, trimmed. Collation: Seven unpaged leaves. 

hymn.—THE WORD OF PROMISE 

PRIVATE PRINTING 

[Hymn.—The Word of Promise. Begins n Lord, Thou haft led us as of 

old I 
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Private printing of 12 copies by the Riverside Press, February 5, 18H6, at the expense 
of Houghton, Mifflin and Company (Riverside Press cost book, 1886-H7, page 22). With¬ 
out title, author's name, or date of printing. For the 250th anniversary of the organiza¬ 
tion of the First Church in Cambridge, as indicated in the next entry. 

Single sheet, io 4 x 7 inches, white laid paper, with watermark, “Crane’s Grecian 
Antique ” Not from the same setting of type as the two items next to be described, 
which were printed by John Wilson & Son. 

Of three copies in the Harvard Holmes collection, two have annotations in Holmes’s 
hand. One is clearly the copy which Holmes sent to whoever was in charge of printing 
the program (see next item) for the occasion, probably the Rev. Alexander McKenzie. 
On this copy Holmes has provided the title, as it appears in the program, and made two 
corrections also followed in the program. At the foot, not in Holmes’s hand, appears: 
[Written by O.W.H., oldest Son of Rev. Ahjel Holmes, eighth pastor of the First 
Church.] 

Letters in the Massachusetts Historical Society throw considerable light on this print- 
ing, which Holmes had set up beforehand, evidently to ensure both correct printing on 
the program and in the newspapers. The first letter, dated February 8th 1886, is as fol¬ 
lows: 

My dear Sir 

If you see no objection I should like to have the Hymn printed exactly as I send it with this 
note, letter for letter. 

I have followed Winthrop’s Journal in the use of the words “Great Assembly” and in the 
date, M0.12.1.1636. 

It might be mentioned that this Hymn was written by O.W.H., oldest son of Rev. A.H. ttc. 
If convenient, I should like to see a proof, which I would return immediately. 

The letter clearly accounts for the fact that the note of authorship on the leaflet appears 
in another hand. It explains too why, when the proof (for the program) arrived, Holmes 
was moved to suggest (undated note with letter above) that “pastor” be printed with a 
capital and to write (italics his) : “My name must be printed in full,” which injunc¬ 
tions were observed. The same note also accepts “eldest” for “oldest.” 

The second annotated copy of this printing has in bold writing (Holmes’s hand) at 

the foot the note: “Omit, if you please the 2^* & 3** verses”—this copy was evidently in¬ 
tended for reporters. 

Accompanying the Wilson copy (vol. ii, page 617, now in the collection of Mr. Howe) 

is a letter to F. J. Garrison of Houghton, Mifflin Company, February 3, 1886, correcting 

an error in the proof for this leaflet. (The Wilson catalogue incorrectly implies that the 
letter refers to the printing next described.) 
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PROGRAM FOR THE OCCASION 


1636. 1886. I Order Of Services At The Two Hundred and Fiftieth 
Anniversary | Of The Organization Of The | First Church in Cam¬ 
bridge, I Under Thomas Shepard, February 1636. | iRulej | Friday, 
February 12,1886. (Feb.1886) 


Contains on the sixth page; IX. Hymn.—The Word of Promise, | (by supposition) 
I An Hymn set forth to be sung by the Great Assembly at Newtown, Mo.12.1.1636. | 
[Written by Oliver Wendell Holmes, eldest son of Rev. Abiel Holmes, eighth Pastor 
of I the First Church.] I 


Eight-page program, 9x6 inches, trimmed, white wove paper, each page, except the 
last, enclosed by plain rules. The last page has a view of the old meetinghouse of 1756. 
Without imprint; the printer was John Wilson & Son; see below. 

As indicated, one of the leaflets described above was the “copy” for this program. 
Evidently in the proof, which the undated note above acknowledges, the phrase in¬ 
dicating the author was set up in two lines (see next item), for Holmes follows his 

about the capitalization of “pastor” with: “As to the larger type for the two 
lines, I do not insist, but I think it would look better.” It is this note that orders the off¬ 
print next to be described in which larger type is used for the phrase, there in two lines. 


Services were held in the afternoon at the First Parish Church (Unitarian) and in 
the evening at the Shepard Memorial Church (Congregational). At the afternoon 
service there was an address by the Hon. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.; in the evening 
Dr. Holmes’s hymn was sung, as was also a hymn by his father, the Rev. Abiel Holmes, 
three generations thus taking part. For further memoranda relating to this occasion, 
see pages 326-27. 

OFFPRINT OF DR. HOLMEs’s HYMN 


Hymn; The Word of Promise, | (By Supposition), \ An Hymn fet forth 
to be fung by the Great Affemhly atl>icv/towny | M0.12.1.1636. | Written 
By I Oliver Wendell Holmes, | Eldest Son of Rev. Abiel Holmes, Eighth 
Pastor of the First Church. | [Ornamented rule] 

Except for the title, printed from the setting of type for the program just described. 
The printer failed to use the long ff in the word “Assembly.” 

Single sheet, 9! x 6J inches, white wove paper, verso blank, enclosed by plain rules, 
like the program. Copies are in the Harvard Holmes collection, the Berg collection 
(New York Public Library), and the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 617). 

In the note returning the proof for the program. Holmes wrote (italics his) : Please 
strike off 25 copies of this hymn, for me personally and send me the bill. Of course in 
these copies you will leave off the IX.” 
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On February 17, he wrote the printers, John Wilson & Son, expressing his thanks for 
the twenty-five copies and saying that he is returning three autographed, as the printer 
had requested, along with two stanzas in autograph, signed. The inference is that the 
autographed stanzas and the signed copies satisfied the printer’s bill. (This letter is 
also in the Massachusetts Historical Society.) 


THE JAPANESE VILLAGE 


Rule 


DR. 


BEECHER’S HALL, Building, 

JEFFERSON AVENUE, 

OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES | VISITS THE | Japanese Village, 
AND HIS IMPRESSIONS OF THE SAME= \ [From the Boston 


Sunday Herald, Feb. 21 1886.] 


(May 1886?) 


Prints the text of a letter by Holmes. Dated: Feb. 20, 1886. Signed: O.W.H. 

Broadside, 14^ x loj inches, flowered Japanese paper, printed on one side only, en¬ 
closed in an ornamental border, headed as above. Below Holmes’s letter appears: 
I BEECHER HALL AND BUILDING, | FOR A SHORT SESSION ONLY, | Commenc’g Monday Ev’g, 
M^y 17, 86 OPEN DAILY FROM I to 10 p.M. 10 c. (One Dime) to all. io c. | reseratd 

SEATS, FI\'E CENTS EXTRA. | . 

The only copy seen is in the Berg collection. New York Public Library. 


THE LAST LEAF 

The Last Leaf Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes Illustrated By 
George Wharton Edwards & F Hopkinson Smith lOrnamenti Hough¬ 
ton Mifflin & C The Riverside Press Cambridge mdccclxxxvi 

(Oct. 1885) 

Entered for copyright October 21, 1885, and copies deposited October 29. Copyright 

number: 1885-222110. Published October 31, 1885 (Riverside Press files). Price: cloth 
$10.00; leather $12.00; de luxe edition $20.00. 

Leaf: i2i x 83 inches. Collation: [Ij, 50, [4j leaves, which are designated as “pages,” 
printed on one side only of the leaf on extra heavy plate paper, hinged to stubs, and in¬ 
cluding twenty-two full-page photogravure illustrations, on the alternate leaves of 
which are the lines selected for illustration, framed in decorative designs and printed 
on the verso of the leaves to face the appropriate illustrations; the remaining leaves are 
adorned with appropriate decorations. Leaf frontispiece. title-page, printed in 
red and black, reproduced from a line drawing. ,2 versoj, as follows: Copyrighted by 
Houghton, Mifflin and C’ 1885. The phototype illustrations in this volume were 
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printed by The Lewis (3-5,, List of Illustrations. [6j-8, The Last Leaf (being a fac¬ 
simile of an autograph copy of the poem, signed and dated at the end:] Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. 1832. Beverly Farms, Mass. August 4^^ 1885. [9i'(5i], illustrations with alter¬ 
nate, decorated title leaves. [52-54j, History of the Poem, as noted below, dated at the 
end Beverly Farms, July 9th 1885. 

Binding: Cloth, with white back and slate sides, gilt top, fore and lower edges un¬ 
trimmed, the title and author s name on the shoulder of the front cover, the remaining 
portion devoted to a symbolic design in black and gold, signed “EF inv.” The spine 
lettered: The | Last | Leaf | Oliver | Wendell Holmes | ; at the foot: | Houghton 
Mifflin & Co. | . Of the first impression (1,005 copies), twenty-five copies were bound in 
tree calf, thirty in morocco, two in “experimental leather [Calfj covers.” Five copies 
were rebound, of which one was evidently in a “special” morocco binding (Sheet 
Stock Books, vol. iv, page 109; Showing Books, D, page 196). 

Copies for the British trade: Fifty copies in cloth were sent to Sampson Low and 
Company with their imprint (Sheet Stock Books and Showing Books, loc. cit .). 

Illustrations: Although not all the twenty-two full-page illustrations are signed, 
it would seem that twelve were by George Wharton Edwards and ten by F. Hopkinson 
Smith; the adornments are, with few exceptions, signed by Mr. Edwards. This illus¬ 
trated edition was reproduced in a reduced facsimile in 1895, in which was included a 
letter from Holmes written to be so used; see below. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note that nine impressions were struck off from 
1885 to 1890, comprising a total of 3,600 copies. The plates were melted in January 1906. 

De luxe edition : The fourth impression was for the de luxe edition, published in De¬ 
cember, printed on Japanese paper (Riverside Press cost book, 1884-85, page 561, and 
publisher’s records cited above). 

“The History of This Poem” contained on the last leaves of this edition was in large 
part reprinted in the Cambridge edition of Holmes’s Complete Poetical Worlds (pages 
4 and 5). The portions omitted are the introductory passage and the final paragraphs, 
as follows: 

My publishers tell me that it would add to the interest of the Poem if I would mention any 
circumstances connected with its composition, publication, and reception. This request must 
be the excuse of my communicativeness. 

Just when it was written I cannot exactly say, nor in what paper or periodical it was first 
published. It must have been written before April, 1833; probably in 1831 or 1832. ft was 

republished in the first edition of my poems, in the year 1836. . . . 

The Poem has been occasionally imitated, often reprinted, and not rarely spoken well of. 

I hope I shall be forgiven for mentioning three tributes which have been especially noteworthy 

in my own remembrance. 

Good Abraham Lincoln had a great liking for it, and repeated it from memory to Governor 
Andrew, as the Governor himself told me. 

I have a copy of it made by the hand of Edgar Allan Poe, with an introductory remar 
which I will quote in connection with the one which precedes it. 
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“If we regard at the same time accuracy, rhythm, melody, and invention, or novel combina¬ 
tion, of metre, I should have no hesitation in saying that a young and true poetess of Kentucky, 
Mrs. Amelia Welby, has done more in the way of really good verse than any individual among 
us. I shall be pardoned, nevertheless, for quoting and commenting upon an excellently well 
conceived and well managed specimen of versification, which will aid in developing some of 
the propositions already expressed. It is the ‘Last Leaf’ of Oliver W. Holmes.” 

Then follows the whole poem carefully copied in the well-known delicate hand of the 
famous poet and critic. The roll of manuscript nearly five feet long closes with this poem, so 
that the promised comment is missing. The manuscript was given me by the late Mr. Robert 
Carter, a former collaborator with Mr. James Russell Lowell, one of Poe’s biographers. Poe 
was not always over civil in speaking of New England poets. To such as were sensitive to his 
vitriolic criticism, his toleration was tranquillizing, and his praise encouraging. Fifty years 
ago those few words of his would have pleased me if they had been published, which they 
never were. But the morning dew means little to the withered leaf. 

The last pleasant tribute antecedent to this volume of illustrations, of which it is not for me 
to speak, is the printing of the poem, among others, in raised letters for the use of the blind. 

Reminiscences—idle, perhaps, to a new generation. It is all right; if these egotisms amuse 
them they amuse me too, as I look them over; and so 

Let them smile as I do now 
At the old forsaken bough 
Where I cling. 

Beverly Farms, July 9th 1885, Oliser Wendell Holmes. 

The Poe manuscript that Holmes refers to is now' in the Harvard library. 

LA DERNIERE FEUILLE. (l886) 

La Derniere Feuille Poeme par Oliver Wendell Holmes Illustre par 
George Wharton Edwards & F. Hopkinson Smith Paris Maison 
Quantin 1887 (June? 1886?) 

This edition was printed in part from a duplicate set of the American plates, made by 

the Riverside Press, May 29,1886 (Riverside Press cost book, 1886-87, page 143), and sold 
to Quantin (Showing Books D, page 197). 

Leaf: 12^x9^ inches, trimmed at the top. Collation: 54 leaves of extra heavy plate 
paper, printed on one side only of the leaf and hinged to stubs. Beginning with the sec¬ 
ond leaf the printed pages have page numbers, except toward the end; there is no page 
9, since the adornment on the corresponding leaf of the American edition has beL 
omitted. The recto of the first leaf is blank; on its verso: Get ouvrage a etc imprime a 800 
exemplaires numerotes Exemplaire N” ,Ornament, Binding: One-quarter parch 
ment, with gray cloth sides, gilt top, being an exact copy of the binding of the American 

edition of 1885 of the poem. The spine is lettered: | La | Derniere | Feuille I Oliver I 
Wendell | Holmes | ; at the foot: | Paris | Maison I Quantin I . 
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The illustrations and adornments are identical with those of the American edition 
of the poem of 1886, described above. The three leaves following the title leaf have 
an introductory Notice des £diteurs, and this is followed by the entire poem in 
French, by M. Bernard H. Gausseron. The volume does not contain the “History of 
the Poem” by Holmes, which was included in the American edition. 

HOLIDAY EDITION. 1 895 

The Last Leaf Poem By Oliver Wendell Holmes Illustrated by 
George Wharton Edwards & F Hopkinson Smith [Ornament] Hough¬ 
ton Mifflin & C° The Riverside Press Cambridge mdcccxcv. 

(Sept. 1894) 

Holiday edition. Entered for copyright September 13, 1894, and copies deposited 
September 27. Copyright number: 1894-44522. Published September 29, 1894 (Showing 
Books L, page 96). 

Leaf: 7S inches. 

This volume reproduces, in reduced facsimile, the illustrated edition of 1886, except 
that the text of the poem, placed at the beginning, is in type instead of in autograph fac¬ 
simile; it contains, however, in autograph facsimile, a letter from Holmes to his pub¬ 
lisher and his friends, dated July 12, 1894, written to go with this edition. This letter 
has been reprinted at page 5 of the Cambridge edition of Holmes’s poems and at page 
154 of Ives’s bibliography of Holmes. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note six impressions from September 1894 to 
November 1901, comprising a total of 12,600 copies printed. The plates were melted in 
December 1942. Copies for the British trade: 260 copies in sheets were shipped Sep¬ 
tember 1,1894, to Sampson Low of London, with a substitute title-page bearing the im¬ 
print of that firm (Riverside Press files). 


OLD LINES IN NEW BLACK AND WHITE 

Old Lines in New Black and White Lines from Lowell Holmes 
Whittier With Illustrations by F. Hopkinson Smith Boston & New- 
York Houghton Mifflin and Co. The Riverside Press Cambridge 
1886 (Dec. 1885) 

Listed as a new publication in Publishers' Weekly, New York, December 12, 1885. 
Leaf; 15 x 21 inches, trimmed. 

Comprises twelve full-page reproductions of charcoal sketches, embracing four for 
Lowell’s “Under the Willows,” five for Whittier’s “The Last Walk in Autumn,” and 
three for Holmes’s “The Crooked Footpath.” 
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/A. de luxe edition on India paper was issued in March 1886 (Riverside Press cost 
book, 1886-87, 5^)* 


POEM FOR THE 250th ANNIVERSARY OF HARVARD 


iPoem for the Two Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the Founding 
of Harvard College, November 8, 1886. Begins:) j Twice had the mel¬ 
lowing sun of autumn crowned | (Nov. 1886) 


Private printing, without title or author’s name, in great primer type (i8 point) for 

the author’s use in reading the poem at the exercises. The only copy reported is in the 
Harvard Holmes collection. 


Leaf : Height of leaves varies from 9^ to 10J inches, all 9 inches in width. Collation : 
Twenty leaves numbered in red crayon i to 10, 12 to 16, followed by a blank leaf on 
which four lines of manuscript (autograph) are pasted, followed again by three print¬ 
ed leaves and one in manuscript. The printed sheets are in gatherings of 2’s, printed on 
the recto only, without pagination. 

At the head of the first page is penciled, in Holmes’s hand, “This is the poem just 
as it was read.” The last forty lines of the poem are not present, but there is this pen¬ 
ciled note by Holmes: “There was not time to set up the rest and it had to be copied— 
which I did myself. OWH.” The unfinished appearance of this special printing leads 
to the belief that this was the only copy struck off, or at least that copies were not run 
off for distribution, though it is possible that one was used as “copy” for the December 
issue of The Atlantic Monthly. The fact that it was to be printed so soon in the maga¬ 
zine would have made Holmes careful to prevent its publication elsewhere; he is not 
likely therefore to have sent copies to friends. 


RESPONSE TO A TOAST. LIVERPOOL 


Response to the Toast “The President of the United States” together with 
the response of the Guest of the Evening D?" Oliver Wendell Holmes, at 
the banquet to his honour by the Liverpool Philomathic Society Au¬ 
gust 20^>'1886 (Aug. 1886) 


Leaf: ji x 5^ inches, trimmed; the outer leaves untrimmed, serving as wrappers, 
being 8A inches tall. Collation: Ten unpaged leaves, the second, fourth, and tenth 
blank. Page (ij, title-page, engraved. [2-4,, blank. ,5,, Note, as follows: The Friendly 
Interest Of Those Into Whose Hands This Comes Will Pardon All Presumption In 
The Publication Of What Follows. H.M.S. ,Harold Marsh Sewall, Liverpool Eng 
land, September 1st. 1886. [For Private Circulation.] [6-8j, blank. ,9-11,, The President 
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of the United States. Response By Harold Marsh Sewall, United States Vice-Consul. 
[12], blank. (I3-15J, The Guest Of The Society, Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes [With 
Holmes’s reply,. ,16,, blank. (I7,, quotation from Holmes’s “A Good Time Going.” 
f 18-2O], blank. 


THE TWO ARMIES 

Latin Elegiacs for the Jones Medal, 1886. | [The Exercises to be sent in 
on Saturday, June 12th.] | From **The Autocrat of the Breakjast Table!* 
[Rule] O.W.Holmes. | The Two Armies. (June } 1886) 

Single sheet, 8| x 5! inches, white wove paper, verso blank. A copy is in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. 

The Jones medal was established in 1863 at Harrow, in England, in memory of 
Joseph Jones, a former “head of the school.” 



CALENDAR FOR 1887 

[The Holmes Calendar] (Sept. 1886) 

A pad calendar for the year 1887, copyrighted September i, 1886. Price $1.00. The 
publisher’s records show that two impressions were struck off for this year, the first 
ready in August 1886 and the second in September, each of 3,100 copies (Showing 
Books E, page 114). No copy of this calendar has been located. See page 196. 


HAIL, COLUMBIA! 


OFFICIAL PRINTING-CORRECTED TEXT 


HAIL, COLUMBIA I 1 1798—1887. | [Double rulej | Joseph hopkin- 

SON. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. (Scpt. 1887) 

For the centennial celebration of the framing of the Constitution of the United 
States, held at Philadelphia, September 15 to 17, 1887. 


Four-page leaflet, i0i% x inches when folded, white wove paper. The first page 
has the title, as above; the second page contains the first stanza of Hopkinson s familiar 
hymn, “Hail Columbia!”; the third page has three new stanzas by Holmes, headed 1887 
and signed, at the foot: | Oliver Wendell Holmes | Beverly Farms, Mass., | August 29t , 
1887. I ; the fourth page is blank. 
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This leaflet printing would seem to be the official issue, originating from the Cf)n- 
stitutional Centennial Commission, 1887. 

The only copies as yet reported of this leaflet are in the New York Public Library 
and the Harvard library. The latter was sent by Holmes to Mrs. Mary W. Hammond, 
of Boston, on September 27, 1887, the letter of transmission, preserved with the leaflet, 
containing the words: “I send you the promised copy of my verses added to the first 
verse of the old 'Hail Columbia.’ This is the true version, as corrected and as sung at the 
Celebration." The Critic, New York, printing the lines in its issue of October i, 1887, 
agrees in words and punctuation precisely with the Hammond leaflet, leading to the 
inference that the latter is one of the official copies. No information is available on ex¬ 
actly when these were ready for distribution, but apparently they were not ready until 
after the close of the festivities. For information about the celebration and the new 
verses by Holmes, including corrections made at the last moment, see page 312. 


UNOFFICIAL PRINTING-UNCORRECTED TEXT 

New I Hail Columbia! | [Ornamented rulej | Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
Beverly Farms, Mass., August 24th, 1887. | (Ornamented rulei 

(Sept. } 1887) 

At the foot, below a wavy rule: | A. W. Auner’s | Card and Job Printing Rooms, | 
Tenth and Race Sts,, Philadelphia, Pa. | . 

Single sheet, 7J x 4J inches, cheap white wove paper, verso blank. Copies are in the 
Boston Medical Library, the American Antiquarian Society, and Brown University 
library. 

It is probable that the Auner leaflet here described preceded, in point of time, the 
assumed official printing of Holmes’s “Hail Columbia!" described above. 

The textual differences in the two leaflets are discussed with other matters relating to 
the occasion at page 312. 


NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS 

[Note to Holmes’s correspondents, November i, 
Dr. Holmes regrets that impaired eyesight 


1887. Begins:] 
(Nov. 1887) 


Printed by the Riverside Press in four impressions: November 5, 12, December 28, 

1887, and April 9, 1888; 76, 141, 157, and 100 copies, respectively (Riverside Press cost 
book, 1887-88, pages 160, 167, 224, and 354). 


Four-page leaflet, 5! x 4^ inches when folded, printed on the first page only. The 
Wilson collection has copies on both white and buff paper (vol. ii, page 625). 

The text (printed in italics) follows: 

Dr. Holmes regrets that impaired eysight and the large demands made upon his time 
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by distant and unknown friends oblige him to contract his hitherto extended correspondence, 
and to avail himself of the services of an assistant in writing. 

Boston, November ist, 1887. 

Miss Miriam R. Small has turned up a number of copies, all bearing brief messages 
which range in date from November 3, 1887, to March 27,1889. 

The manuscript, in the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe, is on Holmes’s notepaper, with 

the following pencil note on the inside page: “This page blank for special communi¬ 
cations.” 

SECOND NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 1 889 

iNote to Holmes’s correspondents, January i, 1889, Beginsn Dr. Holmes 
regrets that impaired eyesight [being a reprint of the similar note of No¬ 
vember I, 1887, with an additional note, dated January i, 1889.1 

(Jan. 1889) 

One hundred copies were printed by the Riverside Press, January i, 1889 (River¬ 
side Press cost book, 1888-89, ^)- 

Four-page leaflet, 5^ x 4^ inches when folded, printed on the first page only, the other 
pages blank for additional messages. Copies are in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 

Huntington and New York Public Libraries, and in the collection of Mr. P. D. 
Howe. The text (in italics) of the additional note is: 

My correspondents with whom I have had no previous acquaintance must excuse me if, 
for the reasons stated above,—which have grown more urgent since my first printed note,—I 
answer their letters henceforth by dictation. Unless I follow this course I shall be unable to 
answer them at all. 

Boston, January ist, 1889. 


OUR HUNDRED DAYS 

Our Hundred Days in Europe By Oliver Wendell Holmes [Riverside 
Press device] Boston and New York Houghton, Mifflin and Company 
The Riverside Press, Cambridge 1887 (Sept. 1887) 

Entered for copyright September 21, 1887, and copies deposited September 22. Copy¬ 
right number: 1887-24073. Published September 24, 1887 (Showing Books F, page 68). 
Price Si .50. 

Leaf: yi x 4!^ inches, trimmed. Collation: [4j, iv, 329 pages, followed by a 14-page 
advertisement; without printed signatures. Consists of a preliminary gathering of four 
leaves, followed by twenty gatherings of eight each, and finally two of six leaves each, 
including the advertising leaves, the first of which is the last leaf of the next to the last 
gathering. Page jij, blank. [2], advertisement of works “By the Same Author. [3], title- 
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p^ge. [4], copyright notice: 1887, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, and printer’s note: The 
Riverside Press, Cambridge: Electroiyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Co. di. 
dedication: To My Daughter Amelia, (Mrs. Turner Sargent), My P'aithful and De¬ 
voted Companion, This Outline of Our Summer Excursion Is AfTectionately Dedi¬ 
cated. fii], blank, (iiij-iv, Contents. (i ]'3i8, text. (319], half-title to Index, 1320,, Note to 
the Index. [32i)-329, Index. [33*^1^ blank. (i]-i4, undated advertisement: Standard and 
Popular Library Books Selected from the Catalogue of Houghton, MifHin and Com¬ 
pany. 

Binding : Issued in two forms of cloth binding: one the dark green beveled cloth, with 
the winged urn on the covers, matching the uniform binding adopted for Holmes’s writ¬ 
ings with the publication of The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, 1872; the other an olive 
green cloth, the front cover stamped in black with the title, author’s name, and a view 
of Salisbury Cathedral, gilt top, other edges trimmed, white end-papers pasted in, the 
spine lettered: | Our | Hundred Days | in | Europe | O.W.Holmes ; at the foot: 
Houghton I Mifflin & Co. | . Ordinarily has a single flyleaf at the front and one at the 
back, in addition to the free end-papers; some early copies of the olive green binding 
have been noted with two flyleaves at each end in addition to the free end-papers. 

The Boston Public Library has a copy in what may well have been made as a tem¬ 
porary binding to preserve the sheets until the future owner could bind them at his 
pleasure. It is in a plain maroon cloth, edges wholly untrimmed, leaf x 5^ inches, 
with paper label, rather roughly printed: | One Hundred | Days | in Europe | (Rule, 
Holmes | . Note the error of One for Oiir. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note that seven impressions were made from 
1887 to 1889, comprising a total of 13,250 copies. The plates were melted in July 1901. 

Our Hundred Days may well be looked upon as the author’s bread-and-butter letter 
to the many distinguished people who entertained him so graciously in England. The 
Holmes collection in the Library of Congress has letters received in thanks for presen¬ 
tation copies sent abroad. On November i, 1887, Tennyson wrote to thank Holmes for 
not having interviewed him “Yankee-fashion.” 

A letter from Lord Aberdare called attention to the chronological error (making 
Dryden and General "Wolfe contemporaries) on page six of Holmes’s book, acknowl¬ 
edged by him in The Atlantic Monthly for January 1888 and described by Ives on page 
194 of his bibliography of Holmes. This error is in all copies of the first edition. In 1834, 
on his first visit to Westminster Abbey, Holmes saw this statue of Admiral Holmes, but 
he did not make the same mistake. Writing his parents about it, he observed (Morse, 
vol. I, page 134) that this Admiral Holmes “was not the Dryden one, I think.” 

The introductory note to this volume contains a brief account of Holmes’s early 

travels in Europe in the years 1833 to 1835, of which he had previously written a much 

more extended account, printed in The Atlantic Monthly for July 1886, where it had 

the title A Prospective Visit. The poem inspired by his visit to Stonehenge, “The 
Broken Circle,” appears at page 169. ^ 
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ENGLISH EDITION 

Our Hundred Days In Europe By Oliver Wendell Holmes Lon¬ 
don Sampson Low, Marston, Searle, & Rivington St. Dunstan’s 
House Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, E.C. 1887 [All rights reserved] 

(Sept. 1887) 

Advertised as “now ready” in the Publishers' Circular September 15, 1887; listed as 
a new publication October i, 1887. 

Leaf: 61 ^ x 4^^ inches, trimmed. Collation: vi, 308 pages. Sig. A in 2, inserted leaf 
for Table of Contents, sig. B-U in 8*s, X in 2. At the foot of page 308: Gilbert and Riv¬ 
ington, LD., St. John’s House, Clcrkenwell Road. Binding: Red cloth, black end¬ 
papers; lettered in gilt on the front cover: | Our Hundred Days | In Europe | (Gilt orna¬ 
ment] I Oliver Wendell Holmes \ ; on the spine: | Our | Hundred | Days | In | Europe | 
(Rule) I Oliver Wendell \ Holmes \ ; and at the foot: | Sampson Low & | ; publisher’s 

monogram in blind on the back cover. 

Large-paper issue: A large-paper issue of too copies was published in January 1888. 
Leaf: 10 x 7 t*V inches, untrimmed. Collation: viii, 316 pages. Two inserted leaves 
(portrait on page (iv)), sig. A in 2, sig. B-U in 8’s, X in 6. Binding: Maroon cloth, paper 
label on spine lettered in red and black: | Our | Hundred Days | In Europe | [Rulc] | 
Oliver Wendell Holmes | . 

STAR SAFETY RAZOR 

The Star Safety Razor. (N.d.) 

Four-page advertising leaflet, 8i x 5! inches when folded. On the fourth page is 
Holmes’s account of using the razor, taken from Our Hundred Days. There is no clue 
to the date. A copy is in the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. The letter from Lord Aber- 
dare (Library of Congress) thanked Holmes for advertising the razor which he hoped 
would help him out of troubles resulting from a gun accident. 

POEM FOR THE FOUNTAIN AT STRATFORD-ON-AVON 

OFFICIAL PRINTING 

POEM I for the | DEDICATION OF THE FOUNTAIN | 
TORD-ON-AVON \ Presented by | GEORGE W. CHILDS, ESQUIRE, ] 0 / 

Philadelphia, US.A. \ iRule, | By | OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 

(Sept. 1887) 

Printed at the Riverside Press in an issue of 58 copies, September 26,1887, and charged 
to the account of George W. Childs (Riverside Press cost book, 1887-88, page 9^)* That 
this printing, and not the next, is the one done by the Riverside Press is evident from 
the fact that the costs include a charge for binding. 
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Leaf ; io x 8 inches, top untrimmcd. Collation : Four unnumbered leaves, printed on 
the recto only, the title above appearing on the first leaf, without wrappers, sewed with 
red silk cord. Heavy white laid paper, without watermark. Dated at the end: August 
29, 1887. 

The manuscript of the title, in Holmes s hand, is in the bound volume of miscellane¬ 
ous manuscripts (page 947) in the Harvard Holmes collection; it has the printer’s nota¬ 
tions of the type to be used. 

This printing and the two next to be described are from difierent settings of type; all 
three, however, have the reading Blandusia in stanza 2 (see page 397 for the story of this 
error). 

Holmes evidently arranged for this printing and the first of the two next to be de¬ 
scribed, intending this flashy one for Childs and the less expensive one for himself, more 
or less according to Childs’s instructions. (Ten copies of this printing and six of the 
next were among the Holmes papers at 296 Beacon Street.) Writing Holmes on Sep¬ 
tember 5 (Harvard Holmes collection), Childs says: 

I would like you to have printed at my expense about 20 copies, printed in the best style, 
to suit your own taste, but it must be at my expense. You might have as many more printed 
lor yourself, but I must pay all exp>enses. If you would sign your autograph to each I would 
be still further obliged. 

A letter (Wilson collection, vol. n, page 621) to Francis J. Garrison, of the Riverside 
Press, evidently refers to this printing. Dated September 15, it reads: 

I send you my Stratford poem, to be printed if you can warrant entire privacy —not other¬ 
wise. 

Mr. Childs writes me the letter which I enclose, and which I will thank you to return. 

It would be a catastrophe (on the small scale) if the poem leaked out in Boston, and I do 
not want my Philadelphia experience [See page 21 ij with “Hail Columbia” to be repeated here. 

Of course I should want to see a proof {two proofs should be sent) and to have my manu- 
script returned. 

Childs is evidently referring to this printing in his letter of September 27 (Harvard 

Holmes collection), when he writes: “I would like very much to have the printed copies 

of your Stratford Poem. Of course I will see that no copy gets out until the day of dedi- 
cation.” 

A note about the date, August 29, is perhaps needed. Holmes described the poem in a 
letter to Childs on August 17, two and a half months after Childs offered him (June i) 
$500 for a poem for the occasion. Holmes sent his manuscript to Childs on August 19 
(Childs’s Recollections, page 206). Apparently he chose to date his fair copies and the 
leaflets August 29, his birthday, as a sentimental gesture; he similarly postdated “Hail, 
Columbia!”. (Childs’s letter asking for the poem is in the Harvard Holmes collection- 
Holmes’s letter of August 17 is printed in Childs’s Recollections, page 206.) 
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PRIVATE PRINTING 

POEM BY j OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES for the dedica¬ 
tion OF the fountain at stratford-on-avon presented by 
GEORGE W. CHILDS, OF PHILADELPHIA. 

Four-page leaflet, 8 x inches when folded, white laid paper. The first page con¬ 
tains the title, as above, with two stanzas of the poem, the remainder of the poem being 
on the second and third pages, dated at the end: August 29,1887; the fourth page blank. 

Although not printed from the same setting of type, this printing differs from the 
one just described only in having a dash after the comma at the end of the sixth line in 
the fourth stanza. (The dash, characteristic of Holmes's punctuation, was obviously 
omitted from the other printing because it would have spoiled the margin.) It is con¬ 
jectured that this leaflet was probably not printed until after the preceding item, for the 
latter was printed from Holmes’s manuscript (see letter to Garrison quoted); Holmes 
would surely have used a printed text for “copy” if he had had one. A copy of this leaflet 
in the Library of Congress is dated October 18, the day after the ceremonies in England. 

ENGLISH PRINTING 

POEM FOR THE I Dedication of the Fountain at Stratford-on- 
Avon, I PRESENTED BY | Gcorgc W. Chtlds, Esquirc, of Philadelphia, 
u. s. A. I Rule I I By Oliver Wendell Holmes. \ [Double rulei 

(Oct. } 1887) 

The only copy seen is in the Boston Public Library. It is mounted in a scrapbook, “A 
Compilation of Autographs and Engraved Portraits of Oliver Wendell Holmes by 
A.E.C. [Cuttet] Boston. 1888.” Since it has been cut for mounting, its original state can 
only be surmised. It consists now of two separate leaves, printed on one side only, on 
a heavy, cream<olored wove paper. The first leaf, cut so that there is almost no lower 
margin, measures 9! J inches; the second leaf, trimmed to have very little top margin, 
measures 9! inches; both are 5! inches wide, but rough edges indicate that the original 
object was cut all around. The title above heads the first leaf; the second leaf has a full 
printed signature as well as the date: August 29,1887. 

The text appears to derive from the larger (the first) of the two printings just de¬ 
scribed, for it uses the same wording in the headline and omits the dash in the sixth 
line of stanza four. The printing is poor, and there are two misprints; boooded for 
brooded, stanza 3, line 7, and dip for drip, stanza 5, line 9. 

This leaflet is evidently the hitherto hypothetical (see Wilson collection, vol. n, page 
621) English printing. With it in the Cutter scrapbook is a letter, May 16,1888, addressed 
to Abram E. Cutter, by F. Hawley on the stationery of the Shakespeare Memorial, Strat- 
ford-on-Avon. The last paragraph reads: 

No pamphlet was published of the Opening of the Fountain here. A full account appeared 
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in the newspapers, hut they are all out of print. You have, I assume, a copy of the Poem. I en 
close one in case you have not. 


1888 


BEFORE THE CURFEW 

Before the Curfew and Other Poems, Chiefly Occasional by Oliver 
W^endell Holmes (Riverside Press devicej Boston and New York 
Houghton, Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press, Cambridee 

(Apr. 1888) 

Entered for copyright March 19, 1888, and copies deposited April 9. Copyright num¬ 
ber: 1888-8248. Published April 14,1888 (Riverside Press records), on which day Holmes 

noted in an address book (Harvard Holmes collection) his receipt of ten copies. Price 
$1.00; uncut edges $1,50. 

Leaf: 6i-i) x 4! inches, trimmed. Collation: ,2,, vi, 109, ,i, pages, in seven gatherings 

of eight leaves each, followed by one of four, the last leaf blank. Page [ij, blank ,2, ad¬ 
vertisement of writings “by the same author.” ,i„ title-page. pi„ copyright noti«: 1888, 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes, and printer’s note: The Riverside Press, Cambridge - Elec- 

trotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Co. pii,, At My Fireside ,poem, dated:, 
March i, 1888. (ivj, blank. (Vpvi, Contents. text. 

Binding: Issued in three forms of binding, two of them alike in design and lettering 
but differing in color and materials, one having a light green cloth back and white cloth 
sides, the front cover lettered in green, the other with white cloth back and gray-blue 
paper-board sides, the front cover lettered in gilt. In both cases the top edge is gilt the 
other edges trimmed or slightly so, and the end-papers are white; the front cover shows 
a harp, with the lettering: j Before | the-Curfew | and-Other | Poems-Chiefly I Occ i 
sional I . The spine is lettered: | Before | the | Curfew | (Wreath, | O-W I Holmes I • at 

the foot: i -Houghton-Mifflin-&-Co. | -The third form of binding is full blue cloth with 

white end-papers, edges untrimmed, leaf 7§ inches, with white paper label lettered • 
Before | the Curfew | .Rule, | Holmes | .Leaf, | First Edition | . That these three forms 
were simultaneous is indicated by the dates seen in copies presented or purchased; copies 
of the first form were bought by the Boston Athensum Library and the Harvard librarv 
on April 14 one of the second form in the Harvard library was given by Holmes to his 
son Wendell on April 15, and a copy of the third form was received in the Boston Public 
Library on April 17. A copy has been noted in three-quarters brown morocco, with 
Riverside at the foot of the spine. (The Riverside Press cost book, 1887-88, paje 422 
indicates that 300 labels were printed; according to the Sheet Stock Books, the first two 
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lots to come from the binder, 126 copies in all, were so bound, April 3 and 4. The largest 
lot in the other binding came in April 7, 767 copies. The copies in half calf, half leather, 
and half morocco came in May 8 and May 22. Some copies of the second impression were 
also so bound. The Riverside Press cost book, page 344, April 14, recording the print¬ 
ing of the second impression, notes 1,000 jackets.) 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note three impressions: the first in March 1888, 
of 2,024 copies; the second, 1,017 copies, in April of the same year; and the third, 150 
copies, in July 1891. The plates were melted in June 1901. 

Variant collation: A few copies have been noted with a different collation. These 
copies are composed of gatherings of eight leaves like the normal collation described 
above, but differ in that, while in the normal form the first gathering is of eight leaves 
and the last of four, in the variant form the first is of four leaves, the last of eight. No 
explanation of this is offered, but it is to be noted that all the copies seen with early fly¬ 
leaf dates are of the normal collation, and that the few copies seen with the variant colla¬ 
tion have the white back and blue-gray sides, the normal collation being found in all 
three styles of binding. 

Contents : 

At My Fireside. 

Before the Curfew. [“In the Twilight.”) 

A Loving-Cup Song. 

The Girdle of Friendship. 

The Lyre of Anacreon. 

The Old Tune. 

The Broken Circle. 

The Angel-Thief. 

At the Saturday Club. 

Benjamin Peirce. 

Our Dead Singer. H. W. L. [Longfellow.] 

To James Freeman Clarke. 

Two Poems to Harriet Beecher Stowe on her Seventieth Birthday. 

I. At the Summit. 

II. The World’s Homage. 

A Welcome to Dr. Benjamin Apthorp Gould. 

To Frederick Henry Hedge. 

To James Russell Lowell. (This is your month.) 

To John Greenleaf Whittier. On His Eightieth Birthday. 

Prelude to a Volume Printed in Raised Letters for the Blind. 

Boston to Florence. 

At the Unitarian Festival. 

Poem for the Two Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Founding of Harvard College. 
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Post-Prandial. 

The Flaneur. 

Ave. 

Kings Chapel. Read at the Two Hundredth Anniversary. 

Hymn for the Same Occasion. 

Hymn.—The Word of Promise. 

Hymn Read at the Dedication of the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Hospital at Hudson, Wisconsin, June 7, 1887. 

On the Death of President Garfield. 

The Golden Flower. 

No Time Like the Old Time. 

The Morning Visit. 

Hail, Columbia! 

Poem for the Dedication of the Fountain at Stratford-on-Avon, 

Presented by George W. Childs, of Philadelphia. 

To the Poets Who Only Read and Listen. 

Two of the thirty-six poems of this volume were here first printed; namely, the in¬ 
troductory poem, “At My Fireside,” and one of the class-dinner poems, “The Angel- 
Thief.” One poem, “The Morning Visit,” was here recalled to life from the pages of 
the Boston Bool{ of 1850, after nearly four decades of neglect. All but four of the poems 
are here first collected in a volume devoted wholly to Holmes’s poems; strangely enough 
four were here reprinted after having been included in the Handy Volume edition of 
1881, and one of these four, “To James Freeman Clarke,” had been in The Iron Gate, 
and Other Poems, as well; the remaining three are “Benjamin Peirce,” “Boston to 
Florence,” and “Post-Prandial.” Seven of the poems had been read first at class dinners. 

Such as owed their origin to special events or to public occasions had promptly been 
printed in the newspapers. 

ENGLISH EDITION 

Before the Curfew and Other Poems, Chiefly Occasional by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes London Sampson Low, Marston, Searle & Riving- 
ton Limited St. Dunstan’s House Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, E C 

(Apr. 1888) 

Listed as a new publication in the Publishers' Circular, London, April i6, 1888. Price 
five shillings. 

Leaf: 7 x 4§ inches, gilt top, other edges untrimmed. Collation: vi, log, ,1, pages 
Binding : Maroon cloth. P 6 • 

From the Riverside Press records (Showing Books G, page 14), it appears that this 
edition was made up of sheets of the Boston edition, of which 520 copies were pur 
chased from Houghton, Mifflin and Company, March 15, 1888, and issued with a Lb- 
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stitute title-page. The verso of the title-page has the statement: Printed by H. O. Hough¬ 
ton & Co., Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

LETTER ON PERFORMING SEALS 

PERFORMING SEALS. iTwo rules] A Sensational, Amusing and 
Novel I ENTERTAINMENT, | HORTICULTURAL HALL. 

(Apr. ? 1888) 

Card, 2I X 4! inches, lightweight card stock. A copy is in the Wilson collection (vol. 
629). The verso, with the heading quoted above, prints (in italics) a letter from 
Holmes, reprinted below; the recto, in lithograph, depicts the family of seals, with ad¬ 
vertisement beginning: “The Sensation of the City. The Wonderful Troupe of Per¬ 
forming Seals.” At the foot: The Bufford Lith. Co [Boston j. Holmes’s letter reads: 

Messrs. Batchellcr and Kyle: ^9^ Beacon St., March 24, 1888. 

Gentlemen,—I have availed myself of the invitation you sent me to visit your exhibition of 
trained Seals, and found it interesting and instructive. The docility and intelligence dis¬ 
played by these fish-Iikc mammals are extraordinary, and the half-human aspect of (thej upper 
part of the creature suggests the natural origin of the old stories of the mermaids and mermen. 

Yours, truly, 

Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

MY HUNT AFTER “THE CAPTAIN” 

The Riverside Literature Series (Rule] My Hunt after the Captain and 
Other Papers by Oliver Wendell Holmes With Notes and an Intro- 
ductory Essay. [Publisher’s devicej Houghton, Mifflin and Company 
Boston: 4 Park Street; New York; ii East Seventeenth Street The 
Riverside Press, Cambridge 1888 (Dec. 1887) 

Number 31 of the Riverside Literature Series, price fifteen cents. Entered for copy¬ 
right January 18,1888, and copies deposited January 19. Copyright number: 1888-2041. 
The front cover bears the date Dec. 7, 1887, but the publisher’s record (Sheet Stock 
Books, vol. V, page 239) shows that it was not ready until December 27, 1887. 

Leaf; x 4^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 93 pages. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note thirty-two impressions, 1887 to 1925, com¬ 
prising a total of 27,800 copies printed. The plates were melted in November 1942. This 
was later combined with number 6 of the series to make a double number, and from 
1896 to 1912 eleven impressions were issued with a total of some 9,300 copies. 

This number of the series includes, in addition to the title essay, two other prose selec 
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tions, “The Physiology of Walking” and “Great Trees,” the last being 
The Autocrat of the Breal^fast-Table. 


an extract from 


POEM FOR THE DEDICATION OF THE CITY LIBRARY 


[For the Dedication of the New 
beneath her glittering dome, I 


City Library, Boston. Begins n Proudly 

(Nov. 1888) 


Poem read at the dedication exercises, November 28, 1888. This private issue was 
printed in great primer type (18 point) for the author’s use when reading the poem at 
the exercises. It is without title or author s name. The only copy reported is the Wilson 
copy (vol. II, page 629, now in the collection of Mr. Parkman D. Howe), being the copy 
Holmes presented to his secretary, autographed at the head of the first page “Miss Linda 
F. Wildman from Oliver Wendell Holmes” and at the foot of the second sheet “Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Boston, November aS'" 1888.” The printed Proceedings on the Oc¬ 
casion of Laying the Corner-Stone of the New Library Building, Boston, 1889, page 66, 
lists a copy of the poem among the items deposited in the cornerstone. 


Four-page leaflet, iifi x 9? inches when folded, trimmed, white wove paper, printed 
on the first and third pages, the other two pages blank. 


SELECTIONS. CALENDAR 

Selections from the Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes Arranged un¬ 
der the Days of the Year, and Accompanied by Memoranda of Anni¬ 
versaries of Noted Events and of the Birth or Death of Famous Men and 
Women [Rule and ornament) Boston and New York: Houghton, Mif¬ 
flin & Co. The Riverside Press, Cambridge (Rule) 1888 (Sept. 1887) 

Entered for copyright September 15, 1887, and copies deposited August 2, 1888. Copy- 
right number; 1887-23452. Price $1.00. 

Leaf : 5! x 3^ inches, top edge trimmed. Collation : Unpaged, in seven gatherings in 
8s, the last leaf blank. Printer’s note on verso of the title-page: The Riverside Press 
Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A. Electrotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Company’ 
Binding: White paper, trimmed at the top and fore-edge, the lower edge untrimmed 
front cover lettered in black with red underlining: | Selections | From The Poetic And 
Prose Writings Of | Oliver Wendell Holmes | ; spine lettered: Holmes 

Impressions : The publisher’s records indicate that there was one impression of about 
4,100 copies for 1888 (Showing Books F, page 94). Publishers Weekly, September 24 
1887, vol XXXII, page 330, remarks upon the improvements made in this calendar over 
the one for 1887 (published 1886). The alterations were evidently of a kind to save ex- 

[ 221 1 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


pcnsc also, for the same plates were used thereafter for eight impressions of what is 
designated in the Riverside Press cost books and Sheet Stock Books as cither “Selections 
from Holmes” or “Calendar Book.” See page 223. 


1889 

CENTENNIAL OF WASHINGTON’S INAUGURATION 

Banquet | at the Metropolitan Opera House | April 30'^*' 1889. | Given in 
honor of the | Centennial of the Inauguration of | George Washington 
As President of the United States. | iList of officers and members of the 
entertainment committee] (Apr. 1889) 

Program, yi x 5^ inches, comprising four leaves in stiff paper covers, the title as above 
on the cover, with gold embossed bust of Washington at the head. This program does 
not have the menu. On the verso of the third leaf, as the thirteenth number: “The 
United States of America Benjamin Harrison President of the United States.” This 
is followed by the words of Holmes’s sentiment for the occasion, two stanzas of six lines 
each, beginning: “Sceptres and thrones the morning realms have tried.” (See Ives, page 
310, for the text.) A copy of this program is in the Clarence Bowen papers, vol. xxxv, 
page 17, in the American Antiquarian Society. 

EMERSON. CHAMBERS’S ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Emerson. (Publisher’s device] Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company. 
1889. (Sept. 1889) 

The Library of Congress copy, apparently the deposit copy, is stamped Sept. 30, 1889. 

Leaf; yf x 5^ inches, trimmed. 

Collation: 15 pages in one gathering. Page (ij, title-page. ,2], copyright notice: 1889, 
by J. B. Lippincott Company, and printer’s device: J. B. Lippincott Company Stereo- 
typers and Printers, (3]-i5, text. [i6j, blank. Binding: Gray wrappers, the front cover 
reproducing the title-page. 

Holmes’s name nowhere appears in this pamphlet that reprints, probably for ad¬ 
vertising purposes, Holmes’s essay on Emerson for the new edition (1889) of Cham¬ 
bers's Encyclopedia, which names him as the author in its list of contributors. 
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THE HOLMES BIRTHDAY BOOK 

The Holmes Birthday Book iOrnament, and quotation from “The Iron 
Gate.” Riverside Press devicej Boston and New York Houghton, Mif¬ 
flin and Company The Riverside Press, Cambridge. (Mar. 1889) 

Entered for copyright March ii, 1889. Published March 30, 1889 (Showing Books G, 
page 176). Price Si.00. Compiled by Susan M. Francis, a member of the Houghton, 
Mifflin editorial staff; so noted in the Publishers’ Trade-List Annual for 1889. 

Leaf: 5J x 3S inches, trimmed. Collation: ,4,, 407 pages. Illustrations: Halftone 

plates, inserted, one for each month, being illustrations previously used in other books, 

some in the 1885 edition of the illustrated poems of Holmes. Frontispiece: Portrait of 
Holmes. 

Binding: Brown, gray, or green beveled cloth, with orange edges. Holmes presented 
a copy in brown leather with gilt edges to Sanborn. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note sixteen impressions, from 1889 to 1909, 
comprising a total of some 7,700 copies printed. The plates were melted in December 
1937 - 


SELECTIONS. CALENDAR 

[Selections from the Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes. 1889.1 

(Sept. 1888) 

A calendar book evidently made from the plates of the Selections for 1888 (see page 
221). The Riverside Press cost books have no entry for the making of new plates for 
what is listed in the Sheet Stock Books as “Selections from Holmes” (vol. vi, page 141, 
editions 1-6) and as Calendar Books” (vol. vii, page 52, editions 7-8). The first cost- 
book entry under the date July 12, 1888, in the volume for 1888-90, page 203, is for the 
printing of 500 copies and has the note “Alt. date to 1889.” * The next entry (page 427) 
under the date October 31, 1889, is also for printing 500 copies and has the note “Alt 
date to 1890.” The Sheet Stock Books indicate that the first impression was ready Sep¬ 
tember 17. Altogether there were eight impressions from 1888 to January 1895, corn- 
prising about 4,400 copies printed in all. No copy has been located. 

• The Riverside Press cost books use the two designations together in the same entry. I may have 
missed an entry for composition and electrotyping; the cost books are unindexed and have no sys 
em of arrangement. Mor<»ver entries for the Holmes calendars are sometimes lumped with “ho,e 
for the similar calendars for Whittier, Longfellow, etc. But since there had to be^something in 

rss's we^e uTed^En ’ *<= calendar^o? 
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SELECTIONS IN FRENCH 

Nouvelle Biblioth^ue Populaire a lo Cent® Wendell Holmes cRulei 
Le Poete et I’Autocrate a Table Propos humoristiques Traduction 
nouvelle avec notice biographique et litteraire Par Olivier de Gour- 
cuff [Rule] II parait un volume par semaine. (Rulej Paris Henri Gautier, 
directeur-gerant 55, Quai des Grands-Augustins, 55 N= 167 Li- 
brairie Bleriot Henri Gautier, Succ'' - 55, Quai des G- Augustins, Paris 
* (Nov. .? 1889) 

Without title-page, the wrapper serving as such. GourcufT’s introduction occupies 
the first two pages. 

Leaf: yi x 5^ inches. Collation: 32 pages in one gathering. At the foot of page 32: 
Angers, imprimerie A. Burdin et C*®, Rue Gamier, 4. 

Inserted in the Harvard library copy, which was brought from the Holmes house in 
Boston, is the mailing wrapper in which it was received. This wrapper is addressed: 
“Envoi de M'’ O de Gourcuff . . . Doctor Oliver Wendell Holmes 296 Beacon Street, 
Boston, United States of America”; the wrapper is postmarked from Paris, Nov. 

89,” thus establishing, without much doubt, the date of publication. 

TO THE ELEVEN LADIES 

To the I Eleven Ladies | Who presented a Loving Cup to me | August 

29 I MDCCCLXXXIX. (Nov. 1889) 

Twelve copies only of the form described below were printed by the Riverside Press, 
November ii, 1889 (Riverside Press cost book, 1888-90, page 449). 

Two manuscripts in the Library of Congress are dated Oct. 2^ 1889. 

Four-page leaflet, x 5^ inches when folded, rather heavy plate paper. The title 
(in italics) as above appears on the first page headed by a photogravure of the Loving 
Cup. The poem, without title, date, or printed signature, appears on the two inside 
pages. On the last page appears the note: Twelve Copies Printed. Below the note is. 

Number.The only copy seen, in the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe, is signed in full 

on the third page and has the word “Two” written in after “Number.” The Riverside 
Press cost book (loc. cit,) indicates that the leaflets were sent out in parchment envelopes. 

The unique copy in the Library of Congress, Holmes papers (in the manuscript of 
Over the Teacups), which has only the text of the poem, the first and fourth pages be¬ 
ing blank, is evidently a proof. 

The names of the eleven ladies are given in a small, black leather notebook (page 
118) in the Harvard Holmes collection. They are Helen C. Bell, Marianne Brimmer, 
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Susan Cabot, Annie Fields, Alice G. Howe, Elizabeth Howes, Sarah O. Jewett, Mary 
G. Lodge, Minnie L. Pratt, Cora L. Shaw, and Sarah W. Whitman. 



TYPICAL ELMS 

Typical Elms and Other Trees of Massachusetts. Introductory Chapter 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Descriptive Text by Lorin L. Dame. Plates 
by Henry Brooks, Reproduced by the Photogelatine Process. Boston: 

Little, Brown, and Company. 1890. 1891) 

The introduction, by Holmes, occupies pages to 10. The book was entered for 

copyright December 13, 1890, and copies were deposited January 5, 1891. Copyright 

number; 1890-39501. The book is noted as “Just Ready” in Publishers’ Weekly January 
3, 1891. ^ 

Leaf: 13^ x ii inches, top trimmed. Collation: 89 pages of text, 58 plates. Binding: 
Green cloth, beveled edges, gilt top. Fore and lower edges untrimmed. 


1891 


THE BROOMSTICK TRAIN 


SALEM 


And 


The Broomstick Train. ,Rulei The Carrier 
Doys Ut i he 8alem Gazette And Essex County Mercury To Their 

Patrons. [Rulei January I, 1891. [Rule] Salem: 1891. (Dec. ? 1890) 

Leaf: 8H x 5# inches, trimmed. Collation : 12 pages, wired. “The Broomstick Train” 
begins on page [9,; on page 12 it is credited to "Atlantic Monthly for August." 

Copies are in the American Antiquarian Society and the Brown University library. 

ROXBURY 

The Broom-Stick Train: Or the Return of the Witches. (1890 .?) 

Leaf: 5I x 4* inches, trimmed. Collation: 10 unnumbered pages, stitched, the tide 
as above on page ,2,, From the Atlantic Monthly for August,T890. Printed by per- 
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mission of and arrangement with Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Publishers of the 
Atlantic Monthly and of Dr. Holmes’s Works. [3-8j, text. i9], blank. (lOj, blind 
stamped: South End Industrial School Press 45 Bartlett St., Roxbury, Green paper 
wrappers with cardboard label inserted: The Broom-Stick Train. A copy is in the New 
York Public Library. 


JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 


LEAFLET 


JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. I 1819-1891. 


(Sept. 1891) 


[Begins:] Thou shouldst have sung the swan-song for the choir (At the foot:j 
Wendell Holmes. \ -From the Atlantic Monthly for October. | 


Oliver 


Thirty copies, charged to the account of The Atlantic Monthly, were printed by the 
Riverside Press from altered Atlantic plates, September 22, 1891 (Riverside Press cost 
book, 1891-92, page 179). 

Single sheet, loA x 6-iV inches, white laid paper, verso blank. 


POSTCARD 

The Riverside Press cost book, page 192, under the date September 29, has an entry 
recording the printing, charged to The Atlantic Monthly account, of 25 postal cards, 
which evidently reproduce Holmes’s poem. The entry reads “Pr. Postal Cards on 
Holmes Tribute to Lowell.” No copy has been located. 


MEMOIR OF HENRY JACOB BIGELOW 

Memoir Of Henry Jacob Bigelow. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. [Reprint¬ 
ed from the Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 

Vol. XXVI.] Cambridge: John Wilson and Son. University Press, 1891. 

(May ? 1891) 

Leaf: 10 x 6^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: 15 pages in a single gathering. Page 
[I], title-page. [2], blank. (3]'i5, text. (16], blank. Binding: Red paper wrappers, with 
title and author’s name but without imprint. 


OVER THE TEACUPS 

Over the Teacups By Oliver Wendell Holmes Author of “The Auto¬ 
crat of the Breakfast-Table” (Engraved vignette depicting the 1738 tea- 
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pot) Boston and New York Houghton, Mifflin and 
Riverside Press, Cambridge 1891 


Company The 
(Nov. 1890) 


Entered for copyright November 3, 1890, and copies deposited November 5. Copy¬ 
right number: 1890-34590. Published November 8, 1890 (Showing Books I, page 122) 
Price $1.50. ^ ® 


Leaf: Light green binding, yi x 5 inches; dark green, yi x 5 inches. Collation: 319 
pages, m 8’s, with signatures and inserts as described below. Page ,ij, blank. ^2„ adver¬ 
tisement of books “by the same author.” Inserted title-page; verso, copyright’notice: 
1890, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, and printer’s note: The Riverside Press, Cambridge 
Mass., U.S.A. Electrotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Company. (3,, note! 
without caption title, describing the teapot of 1738 and relating its history. (4j, blank’ 
t 5 )- 3 i 4 . text. [3151-319, Index. ,320), blank. 

Impressions: The publisher’s records note eleven impressions (16,775 copies) in the 
months of November and December 1890, and four more (5,075 additional copies) from 
January to July 1891. The first impression was of 3,044 copies; the second (judging 
from the records) was not ready until after November 15, and the third after November 
25. The same plates were used in printing the Rivet side edition of 1891. 


1 LAKL.Y ISSUES 


The physical make-up of this book is perplexing, in part because of minor changes 
during the early issues, which appeared in rapid succession. It was published simul¬ 
taneously in two forms of binding, one a light green cloth of attractive design, the other 
a dark peen beveled cloth, to match the uniform binding adopted after 1871 for 
Holmes s writings, commencing with The Poet at the Breakjast-Table. The following 

outline tabulates the variant forms, explicit description of the details being given in 
the paragraphs that follow. ° ° 


A. Light green binding: 

1. First form of advertisement; first collation, with first blank leaf present- yellow 

edges; spine, tea-cups. * ^ 

2. Second form of advertisement; first collation, with first blank leaf present- yellow 

edges; spine, TEA-CUPS. ^ 

3. Second form of advertisement; second collation; gilt top; spine, teacups. 

B. Dark green binding: 

TEfcupT 'Without first blank; gilt top; spine, 

TETojt'"” collation, without first blank; gilt top; spine, 

3. Second form of advertisement; second collation; gilt top; spine. Teacups. 
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Advertisement : A list of works “by the same author” faces the title-page and is found 
in two forms. One form, the earlier, lists Over the Teacups, without naming the price, 
and advertises the Breakfast-Table Series and other writings of Holmes as in ten 
volumes, price Jiy.oo; the later form prices Over the Teacups at $1.50 and lists the series 
of writings as eleven volumes, price 518.50. 

First collation : The book consists of twenty gatherings, all in eights, without print¬ 
ed signature numbers or letters, the first gathering having two inserts; namely, the 
title-page with engraved vignette, and the single leaf with the note describing the tea¬ 
pot. In the light green copies, the first leaf of the first gathering is blank, and is followed 
by a thin flyleaf. In copies with the dark green binding the first blank disappears, but the 
thin flyleaf remains. The first blank leaf, when present, is conjugate to pages 15/16, 
leaving them without visible conjugate leaf, when it is absent. 

Second collation : There are twenty gatherings as in the first collation, but the note, 
instead of being on an insert, is printed on the second leaf, thus eliminating the first 
blank leaf. The advertisement then becomes conjugate to pages 15/16, and the note 
to pages 13/14. The thin flyleaf remains. 

VARi ANT collation : A single copy has been seen with the following collation: The ad¬ 
vertising leaf, preceded by a conjugate blank, precedes the inserted title-page; the eight- 
leaf gathering that follows starts with the note, which is conjugate to pages 17/18. The 
last leaf of the twentieth eight-leaf gathering is blank. This copy is in the Boston Medi¬ 
cal Library and has a flyleaf inscription of presentation from Holmes to Dr. James R. 
Chadwick, dated November 9, 1890. This might well be intermediate between the two 
collations just described; this copy has the late advertisement and is light green with 
the late reading of the spine and gilt top. 

Light green binding: The front cover is embellished by an outline sketch of the old 
teapot, described in the note on the leaf preceding the introduction to the book. A fillet, 
in gilt, borders this cover, which carries also the title, over the tea-cups; in the later 
issues (form A3, described above) tea-cups is spelled as one word, without the hyphen. 
The back cover is plain except for the fillet, which is, in this case, in blind. At first 
(forms Ai and A2), copies in this light green binding were given yellow edges, but the 
later copies (form A3) have the gilt top with the other edges white. The end-papers are 
sometimes white, sometimes yellow, white being more common; in the later copies 
only white is found. One flyleaf, of somewhat thinner paper, is found at each end of the 
book, and it must be remembered that for the first collation, described above, there 
will be present also the first blank leaf of the first gathering. Spine :| over*the |tea-cups | 
o.w .HOLMES I ; at the foot: | houghton | mifflin & co. | . Here again the hyphen m 
“tea-cups” is omitted in the later copies (form A3) and the word becomes teacups. 

Dark green binding : This binding of dark green cloth, beveled, with gilt top, matches 
the binding used for the 1872 Poet at the Breakfast-Table, described at page 144. Spine. | 
Over The | Tea Cups | O.W.Holmes | ; at the foot: | Houghton Mifflin & Co. | . In 
later copies (form B3) Tea Cups becomes Teacups. 
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Precedence of issue; The light green and the dark green bindings were issued simul¬ 
taneously. The number of advance orders must have been very large, and it is wholly 
possible that the first copies from the press were not the first sold. From the fact that 
the preliminary leaf advertising Holmes’s other writings is not an inserted advertise¬ 
ment but an integral part of die first signature, it follows that the first sheets printed of 
the first signature contained the first form of this advertisement; copies of the book with 
this form of advertisement turn up far less frequently than those with the second form. 

On the other hand, copies seen having the earliest presentation dates (November 8, 
9,10 ,i 1) all have the second form of advertisement. The Harvard Holmes collection has 
a presentation copy dated November 8 and inscribed to the author’s son. This copy is 
in the light green binding and has the second form of advertisement (form A2 above). 
(It is certainly one of the first batch of copies Holmes himself received; for on Novem¬ 
ber 8, writing to Mrs. Helen Hopekirk 'Wilson, letter in the Library of Congress, he 
says: “I am hoping to send you ... a little book which is published this very day,’but 
of which the copies they are to send me have not yet arrived.” Later on in the same let¬ 
ter, he reports: “This afternoon, since I began this letter the first copies of my new 
book, ‘Over the Teacups’ have been brought to my house.”— Ed.) 

The Boston Medical Library has two presentations with the light green binding: one 
to Dr. Chadwick, November 9 (see above for the collation of this copy); the other to 
Dr. Bigelow, November 10. The first has the late spine and the gilt top; the second ’the 
early spine and yellow edges. Except for this freak Chadwick copy, all the November 
presentations have yellow edges and early spine; the December presentations seen have 
the gilt top and the late spine. The Boston Athenasum and the Harvard library both pur¬ 
chased copies m the dark green binding, having the second form of advertisement (form 
B2 above), on November ii. The only presentation copy yet seen having the first form 
of the advertisement was sent by Holmes to George William Curtis; it is a light green 
copy (Holmes preferred this binding for presentation copies) and has the date! No¬ 
vember 24th. On the same day. Holmes inscribed a copy to Mrs. .Agassiz; it has the 
second form of the advertisement (A2). Both books are in the Wilson collection (vol 

n, pages 634, 636).* The copy presented to Lowell, also on November 24, has the sec¬ 
ond form of the advertisement (collection of Mr. P. D. Howe). 


•The missing Riverside Press cost book for this oerinH • i •. 

puzzle. The binding record from the Sheet Stock Books (vol vi page ^^2) hTs'^f V 

ber 3, 3,044 copies sent to the binder. 6 copies in sheets having been fent Vsamnsln l'^"’ u”' 

23. Returned: November 3, 7; November 6, j (fancy) - November n, rf T 

November 7, /,o66; November 8, 356 (fancy) ■ November 8 i 68 - Nnv^^ \ . November 6, 7/2; 

ber to, «r (fancy) ; November iM/ r J ST he = Novem- 

November 15, the first returns w^re of 202 copies nThe fan„ b ndin. on N - 

in half calf are noted for this impression: 3 on November 10 , ' 7 - Five copies 

dust jackets. By March 18, 1891, 18,616 copies were sold.— Ed. ^ ^ 


cost for 


[ 229 ] 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 

The transfer of the scene of this series of table talks to the tea table automatically 
places It in the position of a sequel to rather than an integral part of the Breakfast-Table 
Senes. Does the change not reflect also a change in social habit in New England.? Break¬ 
fast had perhaps become too hectic a meal for social conversation. (Holmes clearly 
wished to indicate both that he was an old man able to dominate only an afternoon tea 
table and that the brew he had to offer was weak tea rather than strong coffee.— Ed.) 
With the first installment of “Over the Teacups” in The Atlantic Monthly for March 
1888, Holmes took up again his imaginary conversations, after a lapse of more than 
fifteen years. His previous appearance in the role had been the closing chapter of “The 
Poet at the Breakfast-Table” in The Atlantic for December 1872. The new series, once 
started, was, however, interrupted by the death of Mrs. Holmes, in February 1888, and 
the next year, of their daughter Amelia (Mrs. Turner Sargent), and it was not until 
the January 1890 issue of the magazine that Holmes again resumed his monthly con¬ 
tributions, which continued without further interruptions to November of the same 
year. Interspersed through the series are the following thirteen poems; 

43 To the Eleven Ladies who Presented me with a Loving Cup 

on the Twenty-Ninth of August, m dccc lxxxix. 

69 After the Curfew. 

73 The Peau de Chagrin of State Street, 

93 Cacoethes Scribendi. 

118 The Rose and the Fern. 

144 I Like You and I Love You. 

172 La Maison d’Or. (Bar Harbor.) 

198 [At the Pantomime (four stanzas).] 

202 Too Young for Love. 

226 The Broomstick Train; or. The Return of the Witches. 

259 Tartarus. 

288 At the Turn of the Road. 

314 Invita Minerva. 

There are also three scraps of mock poetry on pages 87, 279, and 280. The poem con¬ 
taining the stanzas quoted at page 198 is in Holmes’s Songs of Many Seasons, 1874; 
“Cacoethes Scribendi” had previously appeared in “The Contributors’ Club” in The 
Atlantic Monthly for February 1884; all the others were first appearances when print¬ 
ed in The Atlantic as part of Over the Teacups. 

ENGLISH EDITION 

Over the Teacups By the Author of the Autocrat of the Breakfast Table 
[Vignette of the teapot of 1738] London Sampson Low, Marston, Searle 
& Rivington Limited St. Dunstan’s House Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, 

E. C. 1890 (All rights reserved) (Dec. 1890) 
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Listed as published in the l-uhUshers Circular. London, December i, i8go, price six 
shillings. 

Leaf: 7J inches, gilt top, fore and lower edges trimmed. Collation: 319, ji, 
pages. On back of the title-page: London: Printed by William Clowes and Sons, 
Limited, Stamford Street and Charing Cross. Binding: Green cloth, teapot and cups 
stamped in gilt on front cover, decorative end-papers. 

The type was not reset for this edition; the Riverside Press files show that duplicate 
plates for printing were shipped to England from Boston, October 17, 1890, and in¬ 
dicate that 6,500 copies were struck of? by Sampson Low in 1890, and 1,500 copies each 
year in 1891 and 1892. Copies of a “Second Edition” bear the imprint date 1891. 


POSTHUMOUS REPRINTS 

Over the Tea-Cups By Oliver Wendell Holmes Houghton Mifflin 
and Company mdcc (s\v) xcvi [Riverside Press devicej 

Birthday edition. Published October 23, 1895 (Showing Books M, page 112). Leaf: 

7 X 4J inches, top trimmed. Collation: Vol. i, viii, 196 pages; Vol. ir, (^j, (197,-440 

pages. Decorative title, signed SW [Sarah Whitman,. Binding: Green cloth, gilt top, 

fore and lower edges untrimmed, dust jacket. Impressions: The publisher’s records 
note one impression of 1,566 copies. 


Over the Teacups By Oliver Wendell Holmes [Ornament, Boston and 

New York Houghton Mifflin Company The Riverside Press Cam¬ 
bridge 1916 

Half-title: The Brock Edition. Published March 4,1916 (Riverside Press files). Leaf: 

7J inches. Collation: viii, 440 pages, with four inserted plates. One impression of 500 

copies from the plates of the Birthday edition, 1896. There is no record of a 1902 fully 
illustrated edition. ^ 


THE WRITINGS. RIVERSIDE EDITION 

Riverside Edition (Rule, The Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes In 
Thirteen Volumes Volume P (to XIIP, (Sept.-Dee. 1891) 

Above is the reading of the half-titles. Each volume has its own title-page, appropriate 

to that volume only, each with the imprint: Boston and New York Houghton Mifflin 

and Company The Riverside Press, Cambridge mdcccxci Price $i 50 a vdume- 
large-paper at S4.00. ’ 

Leaf: 8 x 5 inches, untrimmed. Collation : Vol. I : xii, 321 pages- -II- x 222- TIT. 

360; -IV, ,6„ ii, ,5,-3.,, -v, xvi, ,87, -VI, „i,-VII„i,,, *3.), -viir Vi',;,.; ™’ 
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-IX: [2„ xvii, [i„ 445; -X: jSj, 301; -XI: x,287; -XILix, [i],3o6, ,1,; -XIII: [2],vii, [i„ 

294. Binding : Red cloth, gilt tops, leather label, without volume numbering. Issued with 

dust jackets. New Plates : Type reset and new plates for volumes II, III, V, VI, XI-XIII; 
Other plates repaired. 

Notes: Holmes inserted a number of new explanatory notes in this edition of the 
three volumes of poems, which may be found at the following pages: The Poetical 
Worlds, vol. I, pages i, 3, 9, 19, 29, 35, 69, 73, 75; vol. ii, pages 156, 205, 220, 263; vol. iii, 
pages 47, 234, Index. An important feature of this edition is the comprehensive index 
to the prose works, contained in the tenth volume, compiled by Lindsay Swift, assisted 
by Edward Browne Hunt, both of the Boston Public Library. Portraits: Portraits of 
Holmes form the frontispieces of volumes I, IV, IX, XI. 

Copyright data : Dates of entry and deposit of copies, all in the year 1891: I, August 
25 (September 19); II, August 19 (September 19); III, August 25 (September 28); IV, 
August 31 (September 28); V, August 31 (October 9); VI, August 31 (October 9); VII, 
September 25 (October 22); VIII, September 25 (October 22); IX, September 28 (De¬ 
cember 17); X, September 28 (December 17); XI, September 28 (November 27); XII, 
September 28 (November 27) ; XIII, October 9 (November 27). 

Large-paper issue : A large-paper issue of 300 copies was made ready at the same time 
as the regular edition. In boards, with vellum back, paper label. Issued in dust jackets. 
Autographed by Holmes. 

Typographical error: A curious error has been noted in the earliest impressions of 
this edition, being the omission of three lines at the head of page 227 of the thirteenth 
volume. (There are other typographical errors, none immediately corrected.) 

Copies for the British trade : The Showing Books (J, page 31) note that 250 copies in 
sheets of the regular issue, and twenty-five copies bound of the large-paper issue, sup¬ 
plied with substitute title-pages with a London imprint, were shipped to Sampson Low 
and Company, London. 

CONTENTS AND PUBLISHING DATA 

I. The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Preface dated July 28, 1891. Published Sep¬ 
tember 19, 1891. Thirty-nine impressions noted, from 1891 to 1943, comprising 
some 51,200 copies. 

II. The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. Preface dated June 18,1891. Published Sep¬ 
tember 19,1891, Twenty-five impressions, 1891 to 1924; 24,400 copies. 

III. The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. Preface dated August i, 1891. Published Sep¬ 
tember 26,1891, Twenty-five impressions, 1891 to 1943; 22,800 copies. 

IV. Over the Teacups. Preface dated August, 1891. Published September 19, 1891. 
Twenty-seven impressions, 1891 to 1929; 32,100 copies. 

V. Elsie Venner. Preface dated August 3, 1891. Published October 10, 1891. Thirty- 
seven impressions, 1891 to 1939; 26,600 copies. 

VI. The Guardian Angel. Preface dated August 7, 1891. Published October 19, 1891. 
Twenty-nine impressions, 1891 to 1928; 16,900 copies. 
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VII. A Mortal Antipathy. Preface dated August 1891. Published October 28, 1891. 

Twenty-one impressions, 1891 to 1919; 10,600 copies. 

VIII. Pages from an Old Volume of Life, 1857-1881. Preface dated August 3, 1891. 
Published October 28,1891. Eighteen impressions, 1891 to 1919; 8,600 copies. 

IX. Medical Essays, 1842-1882. Preface dated August 3, 1891. Published December 
1891. Twenty-three impressions, 1891 to 1930; 9,700 copies. 

X. Our Hundred Days in Europe. Without a new preface. Published December 15, 
1891. Twenty-three impressions. 1891 to 1928; 11.200 copies. 

XI-XIII. The Poetical Works. Volumes i-iii. Without a new preface. Published No¬ 
vember 21,1891. Seventeen impressions, 1891 to 1917; 8,300 copies. 

The fourteenth volume: On May 14, 1892, the publishers added volume xiv to the 
large-paper issue of the Riverside edition of Holmes’s writings (Showing Books J, 
page 206) ; this volume contained his biographical memoirs of Emerson and Motley. 
The records show that this additional volume was not included in the regular River¬ 
side edition until 1898, when it was assigned the volume number eleven, the three vol¬ 
umes of poems then being numbered xii, xiii, xiv instead of xi, xii, and xiii. Apparently 
some 8,000 copies of the Riverside edition of the Poetical Worlds were struck off before 
this change of volume numbering, and about 2,300 copies after the change; in Part II 
and elsewhere in the present bibliography the original volume numbering has been 
used for the three volumes of poems. Of the small-paper edition of the Emerson-Motlev 
volume, twelve impressions were struck off, with a total of some 3,000 copies. 

For this new edition of his prose writings Holmes provided prefaces for the first nine 
volumes. In them he acknowledges the cordial reception previously given to the Break¬ 
fast-Table Series, mentions the antagonism aroused against him in some quarters, and 
expresses his pleasure at the omission on the part of critics of disadvantageous com¬ 
parison of his later and his earlier work. For the three novels he touches on the scientific 
theories which formed their background, while for the volume of medical essays he re¬ 
calls to mind the hot debates current at the time of their first utterance and reaffirms 
his own position as expressed in them. 

This edition of Holmes s poetical writings is not so complete as the one-volume Cam- 

bridge edition, described at page 252, where there is a list of the seventeen additional 

poems in the latter. Less than a dozen changes in text have been noticed in the three 

volumes of poems in this edition; these changes include the substitution of the words 

jailing empire for jailing empire in “Vestigia Quinque Retrorsum” (vol in page 62 

line 10) and, at the end of “How the Old Horse Won the Bet,” the omission of’reference 
to the “one-hoss shay.” 

No previous printing (but see page 305) has been noted for the lines in memory of 
Archdeacon Farrar’s son, “For the Window in St. Margaret’s,” in the third volume of 
poems; and the poem “To My Old Readers” also appears in the same volume for the 
first time in print, together with the passages that link the separate poems in “Readings 
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Over the Teacups ” Twelve poems originally embedded in Over the Teacups are here 
first collected in a volume devoted wholly to Holmes’s poems. One of them, “After the 
Curfew,” is here placed with the class-dinner poems in the second volume. The others 
are at pages i86 to 199 of the third volume. In addition, the poem “For the Dedication 
of the New City Library, Boston” and the tribute “James Russell Lowell,” pages 181 
and 183 of the third volume, are here first collected. 

EMERSON-MOTLEY 

Ralph Waldo Emerson John Lothrop Motley Two Memoirs by 
Oliver Wendell Holmes [Riverside Press device] Boston and New York 
Houghton Mifflin Company 

Half-title: Riverside Edition The Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes in Four¬ 
teen Volumes. Volume XI. 

Published October 29,1898 (Riverside Press files). Leaf: yj x 5 inches, trimmed. Col¬ 
lation: xi, j3j, 542 pages, with portraits of Emerson and Motley inserted. There were 
twelve impressions between 1898 and 1917, comprising 3,000 copies. The large-paper 
issue, 310 copies, was published May 14,1892. 



LETTER IN COMMEMORATION OF WHITTIER 

Letter from Dr. Holmes. (Oct. 1892) 

Occasioned by the death of Whittier. 

Four-page leaflet, 9} x 6 inches when folded, white laid paper, printed on the second 
and third pages, the first and fourth blank. 

The introductory paragraph reads: “At the Whittier commemoration last week at 
the Young Men’s Christian Union, President [William Henryj Baldwin read the fol¬ 
lowing letter, written as his contribution to the service by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
The commemoration service was held on October 16, 1892, and Holmes s letter was 
printed in the Boston and New York papers the next day, in The Critic, New York, 
October 22 and in the Whittier Memorial Number of the Chicago Unity, December 

15, 1892. 

The copy of this leaflet in the Boston Public Library bears a date in ink: (Sunday, 
Eve. Oct. 16/92.), and in the same hand the presentation inscription : S.S.Shaw Esq 
Regards W.H.B. Nov 3/92. W.H.B. is certainly William Henry Baldwin. 
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LINES ON HIS PORTRAIT 

Lines i By | Oliver Wendell Holmes | On The Presentation | Of His Por¬ 
trait To The I Philadelphia College Of I Physicians j Saturday, April 
30th ; 1892 (Apr. 1892) 

Four-page leaflet, 9 tV x 5it inches when folded, white laid paper, watermarked “Old 
Berkshire Mills 1890.” The first page contains the above title; the other three pages 
contain the text, dated in print at the end: Boston, April 28, 1892. Copies are in the 
files of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe 
(Wilson copy, vol. ii, page 641), and the Surgeon-General’s Library. 

No precise information is available about where the leaflet here described was printed. 
It may have been one of Holmes’s private printings for distribution,* but there is no rea¬ 
son to suppose that Dr. S. Weir Mitchell, who was the donor of the portrait, used a copy 
when he read the lines at the dinner at which the Whitman portrait of Holmes was 
presented. Holmes was unable to attend the occasion. 

Nothing had been prepared by Holmes earlier than April 13, for on that day he 

wrote to Dr. Mitchell (this letter and the one next quoted are in the collection of the 

late Dr. Josiah C. Trent) that he would certainly write something in prose or rhyme 

for the meeting of the thirtieth. On the twenty-second he again wrote to Mitchell as 
follows: 

My cold is now of a week’s standing and I have not got back my natural conditions My 

wits seem to me to be dull as the back of a case-knife, and I find great difficulty in stringine 
my thoughts together. ® ® 

-^our very neat and pleasant poem ought to be an inspiration. I hope it may prove so, but 

at this moment I feel like an idiot. I will try, however, to send you something by the middle 
of the week. 


To Mrs. Fields, on April 30, Holmes wrote (Huntington Library) : 

I had to write something for D^ Hale’s birthday ,April i8,. ... A more formidable task 

followed that. D Weir Mitchell sent me a long poem which he had written a propos of his 

presenting my portrait painted as you know by Mrs. Whitman, to the Philadelphia College 
of Physicians. ^ ® 

With it came something which looked to me like a challenge to show my paces in verse 
and loath as I was to do it and wretchedly as I then felt, I scourged myself to the work and 
accomplished a piece of verse in my good old service couplets, more than a hundred lines long. 

The files of the College of Physicians contain a manuscript of the poem pre 
sumably sent to Dr. Mitchell by Holmes and probably used for the reading at the L 
ner. In this manuscript the next to the last line differs from the leaflet printing The 
manuscript reads: “Till a new Rush shall teach his time to think’’; the leaflet reads- 
Till a new Rush arise who dares to think-’’ (There are also a number of minor dif- 

• It was not, however, printed by the Riverside Press, there being no entry for it in the cost books. 
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ferences of capitalization, punctuation, and paragraphing.) A typed copy of the poem 
in the Harvard Holmes collection has an erasure and correction for this same line. The 
substituted words, carefully written in ink, are ‘‘shall teach his time.” On this typed 
copy slight traces of the reading before the erasure still remain, which show that origi¬ 
nally it was like the leaflet, “arise who dares.” The corrected typed copy shows, then, 
that of the two versions that of the leaflet is the earlier, and invites the assumption that 
the leaflet was already in the printer’s hands before the corrected manuscript was sent off 
to Dr. Mitchell, otherwise it would have the revised reading. At the same point in the 
text, the manuscript has an erasure and correction, the original reading here also un¬ 
doubtedly being the original of the typed copy and of the leaflet. (A first rough draft of 
the lines, in the Library of Congress, lacks the last twenty lines.) The date at the foot of 
the manuscript is the same as at the end of the leaflet, April 28. 

W. B. McDaniel, 2d, the librarian of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, has 
described this occasion interestingly in the Transactions and Studies of the College (4th 
series, vol. xi, April 1943, page 15), has reprinted therein the two poems. Dr. Mitchell’s 
and Dr. Holmes s, and has inserted a facsimile of the corrected manuscript and an 
excellent reproduction of Mrs. Whitman’s portrait of Holmes (reproduced also in vol. 
XIII of the Artists edition and vol. x of the Standard Library edition of Holmes’s writ- 
ings). In a letter to Mr. Currier, Mr. McDaniel reports that he has “combed the minutes 
and reports of committees concerned and finds no evidence that the Tines were printed 
by the College. Mitchell’s verses are so much more elaborately and expensively printed 
that I believe he can be ruled out as the bill-payer for the Holmes printing.” * 

Four errors appear in the leaflet printing of the poem, errors undoubtedly due to 
hasty reading of the proof: in line 3, the leaflet has wise and grave for grave and wise, 
which the rhyme calls for; in line 18, the misspelling caviler for caviller; in line 45, a 
period instead of a comma after austere; in line 61, wearing for wearying. The last error 
was repeated by The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal (May 5, 1892, vol. cxxvi, 
452) and by Ives. (Ives makes an additional error in spelling Wistar’s name with 
an e). 

LINES (1898 ?) 

Lines By | Dr, Oliver Wendell Holmes, | On The Presentation Of His 
Portrait | To The College of Physicians, | Philadelphia, 30TH April, | 
1892. (1898 ?) 

Four-page leaflet, 8i x 4! inches when folded. The text is incomplete, but the name 
“College of Physicians” is correct. The next to the last line has the reading “shall reach 
f j/V] his time to think.” 

• The elaborate printing to which Mr. McDaniel refers is an artistic production, comprising 
eight leaves, the first, from a line plate, being a decorated title reading; “Verses read on the presenta¬ 
tion by S Weir Mitchell to the Philadelphia College of Physicians of Sarah W. Whitman s portrait 
of Oliver Wendell Holmes, M. D. associate fellow. April 30th 1892"; on the verso of the last leaf, 
‘TJniversity of Pennsylvania Press.** 
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ONE HOSS SHAY. ILLUSTRATED BY PYLE 

The One Hoss Shay With its Companion Poems How the Old Horse 
Won the Bet & The Broomstick Train By Oliver Wendell Holmes 
With Illustrations by Howard Pyle [Riverside Press device, engraved, 
Boston and New York Houghton, Mifflin and Company The River¬ 
side Press, Cambridge MDcccxcii (Oct. 1891) 

Entered for copyright October 2, 1891, and copies deposited October 3. Copyright 
number: 1891-35402. Published October 3,1891 (Showing Books J, page 64). Price Si.50. 

Leaf : x 5 inches, trimmed at top. Collation : An unnumbered leaf for the frontis¬ 
piece, followed by the inserted title-page, leaves 4 to 78, and two unnumbered leaves, 
all except the title-page printed on one side only of the leaf; the first gathering has no 
leaf that may be called leaf [ij. Composed of gatherings of eight leaves, except the first 
of four, and the final gathering of two, the last tipped in. Leaf ,2), frontispiece, recto 
blank. [3], title-page, inserted, in red and black, on plate paper, the verso with the copy¬ 
right notice: 1858,1877,1886, and 1890, by Oliver Wendell Holmes, and 1891, by Hough¬ 
ton, Mifflin & Co., and printer’s note: The Riverside Press, Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A. 
Electrotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Co. 4-[7j, Preface, signed O.W.H., 
July, 1891. 8-(i0], List of Illustrations. [iij-(8o„ text. 

Binding; Decorative leather, gilt top, green end-papers, with one flyleaf at each end 
m addition to the free end-papers, the front cover with title, and ornaments imitating 
the clasps of a book, in dark brown. The spine is lettered in gilt: | The One Hoss | Shay | 
[Ornament] | Oliver | Wendell | Holmes | ; at the foot: | Houghton | MifflinCo | . 
Green silk marker. Issued in green dust jacket. 

"Variant collation and binding: Publishers’ Weekly of October 17, 1891, and its 
Christmas number of the same year advertise only leather-bound copies. Copies are, 
however, found in gray cloth stamped like the leather binding just described. The cloth 
copies seen have a different collation, the gatherings being in 8’s except the last, which 
is in 6; some leather bindings have the same variant collation. 

Illustrations : Howard Pyle’s clever pen-and-ink illustrations, made for this publi¬ 
cation, enter into the spirit of these poems in remarkably apt fashion; they are repro¬ 
duced by line cuts and comprise fourteen full-page drawings, three decorated half- 
titles, and forty-five other illustrations, embracing half-page drawings, and head and 
tail illustrations, all of interest and importance. They were in part redrawn in color for 

the re-issue of this book in 1905 (see below), but the result does not compare in excel- 
lence with this first edition. 

Impressions; The publisher s records note eight impressions from August 1891 to De- 

cember 1895, comprising in all 11,700 copies printed. The plates were melted in De- 
cember 1942. 

Copies for the British trade; On October 28, 1891, 250 copies, provided with sub- 
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stitute title-pages with a London imprint, were shipped to Gay and Bird, London. A 

second lot (150 copies) was shipped in February 1892, and a third (250 copies) in Octo- 
ber 1905. 

POSTHUMOUS REPRINT 

The One-Hoss Shay With Its Companion Poems By Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes Illustrated in Color By Howard Pyle Boston and 

New York Houghton, Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press, 
Cambridge mdccccv. 

This is the New Holiday edition of the volume first issued in 1891. Published Octo¬ 
ber 28, 1905 (Showing Books U, page 28). Leaf: 8 inches. Collation: 78, j2j leaves, 
printed on one side only of the leaf. The publisher’s note states: “For this new edition 
Mr. Pyle has practically redrawn in color his own original illustrations.” The cloth bind¬ 
ing has the title One-Hoss Shay” scattered over the back and sides (seme), stamped 
in blind, with title and names of author and illustrator in gilt, the same design being 
used for the dust jacket. There were two impressions of 2,500 and 2,000 copies in Octo¬ 
ber and December 1905* A shipment of 250 copies was made to Gay and Bird, London. 
The plates were melted in December 1942. 


POETICAL WORKS. EDINBURGH 
WITH author’s preface 

The Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes I i-IV] tPublisher’s de¬ 
vice] Author’s Edition Edinburgh David Douglas, Castle Street 1892 

(Nov. 1892) 

The contents as named on the title-pages are: i. Earlier Poems; ii. Songs in Many 
Keys, etc.; iii, Poems from the Breakfast-Table Series, etc.; iv. Later Poems, etc. 

Listed as a new publication in the Publishers' Circular, London, November 5; price 
two shillings each volume. 

Leaf: 5^ x 3! inches, untrimmed. Collation: Vol. I: xiv, 225 pages; Vol. II: viii, 276; 
Vol. Ill: (iiii'Xi, (ij, 256; Vol. IV: fiiij'xi, [i], 372. 

Binding: Pictorial paper wrappers, gilt edges. The Harvard Holmes collection has 
a set in vellum cloth, which may have been bound especially to give to Holmes; it in¬ 
cludes the paper wrappers, bound in. The Wilson collection has a set in blue cloth, gilt 
top, other edges untrimmed. 

Pages V and vi, of vol. i, carry an author’s preface written for this edition, dated Bos¬ 
ton, July 9th, 1892. Apparently Holmes postdated his copy, for David Douglas’ letter 
acknowledging its receipt (Harvard Holmes collection) is dated June 25. Douglas 
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writes that he is deleting Holmes’s second paragraph, for fear it would “look egotistical 
in my own publication.” 

The preface as printed reads as follows: 

The proposal of Mr. Douglas to print an edition of my Poems gave me much pleasure, and 

I feel confident that they will be printed correctly and handsomely. The reader may find fault 

with them, but I am sure he will find pleasure in the form in which they are presented to his 
eye. 

I hope he will judge the Poems by the best among them, certainly not by the crude and im¬ 
mature products of the earlier period of the writer’s life. If the reader is pleased with any of 
those here brought together, he may have some curiosity to see the gradations by which the 
Author reached the standard of those which he approves. If he made bad work of it in his 

early attempts, his improvement may encourage a young writer who is disheartened by his 
failures. 

When Poems have been once printed in a collection, if they are left out of any subsequent 
reprints the Publishers are liable to be found fault with, and the volume reproached with im¬ 
perfection. This is my best, and perhaps only, excuse for reproducing pieces of verse which 
bear the same relation to the writer’s mature productions that his early copybooks bear to his 
best-finished manuscripts. 

Below this preface, on page vi, appears the following note, in italics: 

Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston & Co., Limited, have kindly granted permission to include 
in this edition the poems over which they have a legal control in this country, 

10 Castle Street, 

Edinburgh, May 1892. 


STANDARD LIBRARY EDITION. WORKS 


Standard Library Edition tRulc) The Works of Oliver 
Illustrated with Steel Portraits and Photogravures 
umes Volume I cto XIIL (Fleuroni 


Wendell Holmes 
In Thirteen Vol- 
(Nov. 1892) 


Above title is from the half-title pages; each volume has its own title-page (undated) 
appropriate to that volume only, each with the imprint; Boston and New York Hough¬ 
ton, Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press, Cambridge. Entered for copyright 

November 14, 1892, and copies deposited on November 19. Copyright numbers: 1892- 
46447 to 46459. 


The Standard Library edition was printed from Riverside edition plates, but it in¬ 
cluded, as vol. XI, from new plates, Holmes’s memoirs of Emerson and Motley, com¬ 
bined in one volume; the poems were printed (from new plates but not reset) L two 
volumes (numbered xii and xiii) instead of as three, as in the Riverside edition making 
the total number of volumes the same in both editions. In 1898, as described above the 
Riverside edition followed suit by including the Emerson-Motley memoirs as vol. xi, 
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but It still continued the three volumes for the poems, producing a fourteen-volume set. 
The unusual feature of the Standard Library edition was the wealth of illustrations, all 
inserted plates, which include a valuable series of dated portraits of Holmes, together 
with views of places where he lived and portraits of contemporaries. Eleven artists are 
represented in the fanciful illustrations, being named below in the description of the 
de luxe Artists’ edition, which exactly corresponds to the Standard Library edition in 
content and illustrations but seems to have delayed its appearance for several months. 
After the publication of Morse s Life and Letters of Holmes, this work was added to the 
Standard Library edition as vols. xiv and xv. The binding is red cloth, paper label. 


1893 


ARTISTS’ EDITION. WORKS 

Artists’ Edition The Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes Illustrated 
with Steel Portraits and Photogravures In Thirteen Volumes Vol¬ 
ume I (toXIII] (Fleuronj (May 1893) 

Above is the reading of the half-title pages, the first two words and the fleuron in red. 
Each volume has its own title-page, appropriate to that volume only, with the Hough¬ 
ton, Mifflin imprint, undated. The issue of The Critic, New York, for February ii, 
^893, announces the edition “for early publication’’; copies were deposited for copy¬ 
right on May 29. 

Leaf : 8i x 5^ inches. Binding : Half vellum and silk. 

This edition, printed from the Riverside and Standard Library edition plates, cor¬ 
responds precisely in content and illustrations to the Standard Library edition, described 
above, but it is printed and bound in de luxe fashion, the plates being on India tissue, 
mounted. The first seven volumes were illustrated each by a different artist: The Auto¬ 
crat by Julian Scott, The Professor by Alfred Kappes, The Poet by William L. Shep¬ 
pard, Oaer the Teacups by H. Winthrop Peirce, Elsie Venner by F. V. Du Mond, The 
Guardian Angel by Frank T. Merrill, A Mortal Antipathy by Irving R. Wiles; the 
eighth volume has an additional illustration by Kappes; and the two volumes of poems 
include five plates by Howard Pyle, two by Frank T. Merrill, and one apiece by Mary 
Hallock Foote, William T. Smedley, and Charles H. Woodbury. The other illustra¬ 
tions included in this edition embrace a useful series of dated portraits of Holmes, 
views of places where he lived, and several portraits of contemporaries. 

(The Riverside Press cost books for 1891-92, 1892-93, indicate that 750 copies were 
printed; the work was begun at the same time as that on the Standard Library edi¬ 
tion.—E d.) 
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DOROTHY Q. ILLUSTRATED BY PYLE 


Dorothy Q Together with A Ballad of the Boston Tea Party & 
Grandmother’s Story of Bunker Hill Battle By Oliver Wendell 
Holmes With Illustrations by Howard Pyle [Riverside Press device: 


Boston and New York Houghton, Mifflin and Company 
side Press, Cambridge m dccc xciii 


The River- 
(Oct. 1892) 


Entered for copyright October 20, 1892, and copies deposited November i. Copy¬ 
right number: 1892-42540. Published October 29, 1892 (Showing Books K, page 22). 
Price in cloth $1.50; in vellum, edition de luxe, $5.00. 


Le.\f: 7f X 5 inches, trimmed. Collation: 131 pages, in eleven gatherings of 6’s, with¬ 
out printed signature numbers, the title-page inserted, the last page blank. Page [i„ 
blank. (2j, frontispiece: Dorothy Q. [3,, title-page, in red and black. ,4,, copyright no¬ 
tice: 1892 by Houghton, Mifflin & Co., and printer’s note: The Riverside Press, Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass., U. S. A. Electrotyped and Printed by H. O. Houghton & Co. 5-(7j, Pref- 

ace, signed O. W. H. [8], blank, p-jiij. List of Illustrations. [i2], blank. (i3]-i3i, text. 
[I32], blank. 

Illustrations: The book has fifty-eight full-page illustrations, of which three are 
halftone reproductions, the rest line cuts; in addition, there are decorative half-titles, 
colophon, and head and tail decorations in pleasing variety and abundance. 

Binding : Gray cloth, trimmed, silver top, green end-papers, the covers stamped in 
silver, the front cover with the titles. The spine is lettered: | DVthy Q | [Ornament) | 

Oliver | Wendell | Holmes | ; at the foot: | Houghton | MifflinCo | . Issued with 
gray dust jacket. 

Impressions: Of this regular edition, according to the publisher’s records, there were 
three impressions: the first, of 5,000 copies, in October 1892, the other two, in Decem¬ 
ber, of 2,000 and 2,500 copies. Of the de luxe edition, described below, there were 250 
copies. The two editions were simultaneous. (These figures are from the Sheet Stock 
Books, vol. VII, page 149! the Riverside Press cost book, 1892-93, page 227, enters the sec¬ 
ond impression under the date November ii, 3,174 copies; a third impression of 2,000 
copies and a fourth of 2,500 are entered under December 12, page 277, and December 26, 
page 291. The Showing Book figures agree with the Sheet Stock Books.— Ed.) 

Copies for the British trade : The records note that 500 copies, provided with Eng¬ 
lish title-pages, were shipped on October 27, 1892, to Gay and Bird, London. 


De luxe edition: With engraved publisher’s device on the title-page, and imprint: 
I Cambridge | Printed at the Riverside Press | m dccc xciii |. Leaf : 8 x 5^ inches, trimmed 
at top. Collation: 131 pages, in sixteen gatherings in 4’s, without signature numbers, 
the title-page inserted, and an extra leaf at the front and at the back, the former for the 
half-title, the latter for pages 131/(132,. The frontispiece and two of the plates (pages 26 
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and 56) are photogravures, included in the consecutive paging of the book and tipped 
to the edges of their conjugate leaves. Page ^i,, half-title, in red and black: | Edition de 
Luxe I Dorothy Q | By Oliver Wendell Holmes | With Illustrations by | Howard Pyle | 
[Leaf] I . [2], blank. [3j, blank. (4j, Frontispiece, followed by the inserted tide-page, in 
red and black, its verso with the copyright notice; 1892 by Houghton, Mifflin & Co.; 

also the note; Two Hundred and Fifty Copies Printed Number.5-(7„ Preface. ,8,, 

blank. 9-[ii], List of Illustrations. [i2], blank. (I3]"i3ij text, with typographical orna¬ 
ments in red. [I32J, blank. Binding: White parchment, gilt top, other edges untrimmed, 
vellum paper end-papers, the title on front cover, and ornaments, imitating old book 
clasps, on the front and back covers, in gilt, the spine lettered: | D“r“thy | Q | [Ornament] 

I Oliver I Wendell | Holmes | ; at the foot: | Edition | de | Luxe | . Green silk marker 
and ties. 

Proofreader s error : In the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 642), there is a letter from 
Holmes to his publisher, dated November 3d, 1892, in which he calls attention to the 
incorrect word flashed for clashed on page 50; this error is found in the de luxe edition 
and in many copies of the small edition. 

HORATIAN ECHOES 

Horatian Echoes Translations of the Odes of Horace By John Os¬ 
borne Sargent [Ornament] With an Introduction by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes [Riverside Press device] Boston and New York Houghton, 
Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press, Cambridge 1893 

(Apr. 1893) 

Holmes’s introduction is on pages vii to ix, dated January, 1893. The book was printed 
March 17,1893, and charged to Georgina W. Sargent (Riverside Press cost book, 1892- 
93, page 417). 

Leaf: 7J x 5 inches. Collation: xxi, [ij, 240 pages, with the title-page inserted. Bind¬ 
ing : White cloth, gilt top; or red cloth, with paper label, untrimmed. Impressions ; There 
were two simultaneous impressions (March 17) of 500 copies each, on different kinds 
of paper, the more expensive being “fine laid.” There were evidently only 50 copies with 
the paper label (Riverside Press cost book, 1892-93, pages 417, 437). 

Holmes’s letter to Sargent reporting the introduction written is dated December 24, 

1892. A letter to Sargent’s daughter acknowledges his receipt of the book on April 17, 

1893. (Original letters in Sargent papers, vol. ii, pages 29, 27, Massachusetts Historical 
Society.) 
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HYMN. YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN UNION 


FIRST PRINTING 

Hymn written for the RECEPTION in honor of | the TWENTY- 

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY of I the REORGANIZATION of the BOS¬ 
TON I YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN UNION (the | forty-second 

since its organization in 1851), | Wednesday Evening, May 31, 1893. ! 
(Rule, I Tune, “Dundee.” (May 1893) 

At the foot; | Oliver Wendell Holmes. | May 28, 1893. 

Light car(J, 6i x inches, on white stock, verso blank. In some copies, there is no 
period after the final date. The Harvard library has both. 


OTHER PRINTINGS 

The Wilson collection (vol. 11, page 646) has a copy (with a period after the date at 

the end) on a light buff tinted card with a slightly paler margin. It is otherwise like the 
form described above. 

On August I, 1893, Henry Willett of Brighton, England, wrote to acknowledge the 
receipt of a copy, adding that he had already seen the text of the poem and himself re¬ 
printed it for private circulation; no copy of Willett’s printing has been seen (The 

original of the letter, in the Harvard Holmes collection, has been damaged so that the 
date is now missing.) 

The Wilson collection has also another form, printed from a different setting of type 

in brown on white card stock, gf x 3I inches. There is no heading or title and no date at 

the end. The text differs in punctuation. Issued by Walter M. Hatch, Inc., ca. iq2g Bos- 
ton. ’ ^ 

Ellen Bradford Stebbins, of Boston, described the occasion interestingly in a letter 
printed in the Boston Evening Transcript of May 22, 1928, in which she states that 
copies of the hymn, on light cards, were distributed through the hall that the audience 
naight join in the singing of the hymn. The copy with date, on light card stock, is prob¬ 
ably like those distributed, for one is in the Harvard Holmes collection. 


LETTER ON PUERPERAL FEVER 

Dinner. | iRulei | American Gynecological Society, | Continental Hotel 

Philadelphia, | Tuesday, May i6th, 1893. I President, Dr. Theophilus 

P^rvin. ^ 

(May 1893) 

A copy is in the Boston Medical Library. 
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Menu, 84 x 54 inches, trimmed. Printed in brown, with red borders, title in brown and 
red. Collation : 8 unnumbered pages, tied with blue ribbon, and containing two inserts, 
namely, (a) a heliotype reproduction of a portrait of Holmes from a daguerreotype 
taken 1845-1850, belonging to Dr. James R. Chadwick [Original now in the Boston 
Medical Library j; (^) a four-page facsimile of a letter from Holmes to Dr. Chadwick, 
written May 8, 1893, about the writing of the essay on puerperal fever. The letter to 
Dr. Chadwick was reprinted in the Bulletin of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, October 
1894 (vol. V, page 88), in an article on Holmes by Dr. William Osier. 


NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS 

(Note to Holmes’s correspondents, 1893.] (July 1893) 

Fifty copies were printed on July 5 for Holmes by the Riverside Press (Riverside Press 
cost book, 1892-93, page 548). 

Slightly tinted card, 34 x 44 inches, verso blank. There are two copies in the collec¬ 
tion of Mr. Parkman D. Howe. One, from the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 643), 
appears to be a proof; it has a double address: 

Boston, Mass. 

Beverly Farms, ” 

1893. 

The second copy, which has been used for a letter, has the single address: Boston, Mass. 
The printed text of both is as follows: 

Dear 

Yours of the is received. I can do little more than acknowledge the reception 

of the very numerous communications which come to me from unknown friends, near and 
distant, many of them containing requests to which I cannot conveniently pay the desired at¬ 
tention. 

Regretting that I find my time, my eyes, my hand overtaxed by an ever increasing corre¬ 
spondence, I am 

Yours very truly, 


QUABBIN 


Quabbin | The Story of a Small Town 
Life j By | Francis Underwood, LL.D. 
Publishers. Boston 


With Outlooks upon Puritan 
(At the foot:) Lee and Shepard 

(1893) 


Four-page advertising leaflet, 7 x 5H inches when folded, white wove paper. The 
only copy seen is in the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

This leaflet was evidently printed to advertise the second edition (1893) Under- 
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wood’s Quabbin; the first page represents a title-page, while the second contains letters 
praising the book, including one from Holmes. A letter from Underwood to Holmes, 
dated January 23, 1893 (Harvard Holmes collection), refers to a letter from Holmes 
which may well be the one printed in the leaflet. On February 28, 1893, Underwood 

transmitted to Holmes for his approval the preface to the second edition of Quabbin 
(letter. Harvard Holmes collection). 

The same advertising matter appears also bound at the end of Underwood’s book on 
Lowell, 'The Poet and the Man, Lee and Shepard, 1893. 


TO THE TEACHERS OF AMERICA 


DR. HOLMES’ POEM. 


(Feb. 1893) 


An offprint (proof.? Ed.) from the Boston Daily Aduertiser of February 27, 1893, 
printing the paper’s apologies for its garbled version of “To the Teachers of America’’ 
in its issue of February 24, and the correct text of the poem. The only copy located was 
in the Wilson collection (vol. 11, page 643), now in the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. 

Single leaf, 8x5^ inches, glazed paper. 


Holmes evidently sent this object to Miss Gilder of The Critic, New York, on March 

28,1893, m answer to a note from her enclosing a clipping from the Publishers’ Circular 

in which the poem appeared, as he says in his letter, in “the frightfully mangled ver- 
sion” (Wilson collection, vol. ii, page 644), 

For the story of the unhappy vicissitudes of this poem, see page 404. 


1894 


FRANCIS PARKMAN 


FRANCIS PARKMAN. 


(Jan. 1894) 


Without the author’s name or date of printing. Seventy-seven copies were printed by 

January 17, 1894, and charged to The Atlantic Monthly account 
(Riverside Press cost book, 1893-94, 274). 

Four-page leaflet, 8 x 5 inches when folded, white laid paper. The text is on the first 
and third pages; the second and fourth are blank. 

Printed from the setting of type used for The Atlantic Monthly for February 1894 A 

collection, vol ii, page 

H 9” This proof bas the following 

note penciled in Holmes s handwriting: ^ 

[ 245 ] 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 

I prefer the forr„ and one of the two sizes I enclose. I want 50 copies Please leave off my 
printed name Cannot seven verses go on a page and so bring all on to two pages, one leaf.? 

The date “Jan. 28/94” penciled on a copy of the leaflet found in the Holmes house in 

oston (Harvard Holmes collection) would suggest that the leaflet was not distributed 
until the poem’s appearance in The Atlantic Monthly for February, a copy of this issue 
having been received at the Harvard College library on January 27. (The date, in faint 
pencil in the lower left-hand corner of the last page, looks to me as if it had been written 
over, i.e., as if the second digit had been altered from a i or a 5 to an 8._ Ed.) 

Presentation copies seen have been autographed, and a correction is made in the sec¬ 
ond line of the eighth stanza: the word records is changed to annals. This change was 
incorporated in the poem as printed in the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, where (2d series, vol. viii, page 360) another change is made, the substitution 
of mighty for distant in the fourth line of the first stanza. The Riverside edition of 
Holmes s poems, published before the poem was read for the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, does not have the poem, and it has not found its way into the later issues of 
this edition, but it will be found in the Cambridge edition of the poems, with the ori¬ 
ginal readings records and distant. 

This is the last poem written by Holmes. On October 8, President Eliot of Harvard 
issued a formal notice of his death. 


Harvard University. | [Rule] | Cambridge, | October 8, 1894. | Sir: | It 
is with great regret (Oct. 1894) 

Leaflet, x 4J inches when folded, white laid paper, printed on first page only, 
each page with heavy mourning border. 

The text reads: 

It is with great regret that I inform you of the death of OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 

Professor of Anatomy, Emeritus, which occurred on the 7th instant in the eighty-sixth year 
of his age. 

The funeral services will be held at King's Chapel, Boston, on Wednesday, October 10, 
at noon. 

Your obedient servant, 

Charles W. Eliot. 
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POSTHUMOUS WORKS 



The Oliver Wendell Holmes Year Book Boston and New York 
Houghton, Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press, Cambridge 

TU (Nov. 1894) 

The publisher’s note at the front is dated October 15,1894. The book was entered for 

copyright November 12,1894. Copyright number: 1894-52842. Published November 21 
1894 (Showing Books L, page 178). ’ 

Leaf: inches, unpaged. Portrait frontispiece from photograph taken May 1893. 

Apparently, from a comparison of type, the same setting of type served for this as for 
the Holmes Birthday Boo\, but from new plates (Riverside Press cost book, 1894-95, 
page 77 )- Seven impressions were run off in November and December 1894, embrac¬ 
ing some 9,000 copies, and an eighth impression (1,000 copies) was issued in October 
1895. Issued with dust jacket. The first three impressions, November, contain the illus¬ 
trations (4,000 copies); the next four impressions (5,000 copies, December) were with- 
out illustrations (Riverside Press cost book, 1894-95, pages 91, 144; Showing Books, loc. 

impressions had the illustrations (Showing Books). The plates were 
melted in 1924. ^ 

The yolurne coritains the same selections from Holmes’s writings that were used for 
the Holmes Birthday Boof^, 

Copies for the British trade : The records indicate that 150 copies provided with a 

substitute title-page were sent to Gay and Bird, London, in October 1895 (with illus- 
trations). ^ 


Poems by Oliver Wendell Holmes. New York, Hurst & Company 

Publishers. :s o ^ 

(Dec. t 1894) 

Publishers’Weekly vol. xlvi, page , 146, lists this in the “Christmas Bookshelf, 1894 ’’ 
as one of the fifty volumes of “Hurst’s Red Line Edition of the Poets.” 

Collation: 252 pages. Portrait frontispiece. The text includes the 
Th?ai°^ Ticknor and Fields’s 1849 edition of Holmes’s poems, with “Astrsa” added 
This also appears bound at the end of Hurst’s edition of The Autocrat as described be- 
bw and It IS seen with additional title-page, “The Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. New York, Hurst and Company, Publishers,” and spine lettered “Avon Edi- 

L i ♦ 
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Presentation Of The Portrait of Oliver Wendell Holmes, To The Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library Association, At The Holmes Memorial Meeting, 

October 30, 1894. iRulei {Reprint from The Boston Medical and Sur¬ 
gical Journal of Dec. 13, 1894.) (Dec. 1894) 

Four-page leaflet, 64 x 4^ inches when folded, white wove paper, printed on all four 
pages. 

The leaflet quotes interviews with Holmes about his posing for the portrait and, on 
[ 4 i> prints Holmes’s letter of February ii, 1890, to Dr. J. C. Blake about the fin¬ 
ished painting (by E. T. Billings). 


An Unpublished Poem By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D. 

(Oct. 1894) 

The poem begins: This evening hour, which grateful memory spares. 

Leaf : 7J x 4iJ inches, trimmed. Collation : 8 pages. Binding : Light green wrappers. 

The title given above is from the wrapper, there being no title-page; the caption title, 
on the first page, is “An Unpublished Poem.^ By Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D.” The 
footnote signified by the superposed “i” reads: “These verses were read at a medical 
supper party about the year 1845.” The lines appeared, with some omissions, in The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for October ii, 1894, the issue published immedi¬ 
ately after Holmes’s death. A close comparison of the type reveals without question that 
the pamphlet printing and the printing in the Journal were struck off from the same 
setting of type,* although the editor of the Journal thought it advisable to omit several 
passages. In the pamphlet there are 346 lines, in the Journal 296. The same 296 lines were 
printed again in 1905 in The Harvard Medical School, by Thomas Francis Harrington, 
New York, 1905, vol. ii, page 783. In 1936, selections (152 lines) were reprinted in The 
New England Journal of Medicine for September 10, vol. ccxv, p 3 gc 495* A. De- 
Wolfe Howe quotes the poem briefly at page 77 of his Holmes of the BreakjasuTable, 
1939. 

Editor's Note 

The date “about 1845” assigned to the poem by whoever arranged for its private 
publication and the guess of The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal editor in 1894 
that the poem was written about “forty-eight years ago” fell open to question when it 
was observed that a polished version of twelve lines near the close of the poem (lines 
17-28, page 8 of the pamphlet here described) had been quoted by Holmes in 1844 in 

• There is no reason to doubt that the Journal printing and the pamphlet appeared at the same 
time. Ives, page 78, has a misprint which notes a copy of the pamphlet sold at auction (Libbies) 
in 1890, an error for 1900, lot 584 in Libbie’s catalogue for April 17, 1900, being this pamphlet. 
American Boof(^ Prices Current notes the price paid for it as $12.00, as given in Ives. 
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his The Position and Prospects of the Medical Student (page 24) • In this address, 

Holmes introduces the quoted lines with the following remark: “You cannot wonder 

that four or five years since, I should have said, in a few loose couplets which I still re- 
member,—” 

The couplets which he professes to “remember” are not “loose” at all; they are tight 

and tidy, no line falling short of the proper five metrical feet. The parallel lines in the 

posthumous private printing are “loose,” however, one line and one couplet violating 
the rigid measure of the chosen heroics. ^ 

The two versions follow: 


From An Unpublished Poem: 


But thou, poor dreamer, who hast vainly thought 
To live by knowledge which thy bloom has bought, 
Thou who hast waited with a martyr’s smile, 

Hope gently whispering—“Yet a while”— 

Too proud to stoop thy noble aim, 

Too poor to pay the price of fame; 

Thou all unfriended, while a thousand fools 
Vaunt their raw cousins reeking from the schools; 
Go, scorn the art that every boon denies 
Till age sits glassy in thy sunken eyes; 

Go, scorn the treasury which withholds its store 
Till hope grows cold, and blessings bless no more. 


From The Position and Prospects: 

But thou, poor dreamer, who hast vainly thought 
To live by knowledge which thy bloom has bought,— 

Thou who hast waited with thy martyr smile, 

Hope ever whispering, yet a little while,— 

Too proud to stoop beneath thy nobler aim, 

While prostrate meanness crawls to wealth and fame; 

Thou all unfriended, as thy blossoms fade 
In the chill circle of thy senior’s shade; 

Go, spurn the art that every boon denies 
Till age sits glassy in thy sunken eyes; 

Go, scorn the treasury that withholds its store 
Till hope grows cold, and blessings bless no more. 

Although Holmes was not being strictly truthful about the lines he “remembered ” 

we need not wholly doubt his guess about the date on that account. The address was 

delivered on January 12, 1844. ‘Four or five years ago” would place the poem, allowing 
for margins of error, between 1838 and 1840. ^ mowing 


• Pages 315-16 of the perhaps more accessible volume 
cal Science, 1861. 


Currents and Counter-Currents in Medi 
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In the full text of the poem, on page 3, appears the useful couplet: 

Rich were Van Buren could he pay his bills 
With half his people waste on “Brandreth’s Pills,”— 

These lines supply the definite terminal dates 1837 ^nd 1840. Other passages in the 
text incline us to favor a date early, but not too early. 

A suggestive hint of the poet’s age and the character of his audience appears in a 
couplet on page [ijc 

How shall I please you? I, a grave young man 
Whose fate is drudgery on ‘‘the useful plan.” 

The poet here recognizes his relative youth and inexperience and implies that he is ad¬ 
dressing an audience which includes his elders. 

The loose ’ version of the twelve lines quoted above can also be taken as personal in 
its allusions. By the close of the year 1837, Holmes had won for himself—with his Boyl- 
ston Prize dissertations—some little fame, the “price” of which he was doubtless “too 
poor to pay,” for he had been in medical practice scarcely two years. And having spent 
close to five years at home and abroad on his medical education, he could rightly exclude 
himself from “raw” cousins who came “reeking from the schools.” * But he might well 
feel that a somewhat unjust advantage lay with those of his contemporaries who had 
taken their degrees in 1833 after six months in American medical schools, beginning 
their practice at once, instead of going on, as he had, to buy European knowledge at 
an expense of youth, time, and—his father’s—money. 

One more personal allusion is worth observing. Holmes refers plainly to the Broad 
Street Dispensary, a charitable clinic in which he had served during the year 1837. Im¬ 
mediate and undisguised autobiographical allusions like this and those above are 
characteristic of Holmes’s writing, which is everywhere intensely personal. 

The informality, not to mention the ribaldry, of the poem suggests that the group for 
which it was written was small and local. The Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
which Holmes joined in 1836, was just such a group. Its manuscript records (Boston 
Medical Library) show that Holmes fairly regularly provided verses for this Society’s 
anniversary dinners. 

For his first appearance on February 13, 1837, he had offered, according to the manu¬ 
script records (vol. iii, page 25), “a very ingenious and highly (?j wrought description of 
two scourges of the human race, malaria and syphilis.” Although An Unpublished 
Poem refers to quacks who victimize venereal patients, it cannot be said to be about 
these subjects. (In fact, it would be difficult to label the poem by its discursive contents.) 
Moreover, although the panic was on. Van Buren, President-elect, was not yet in office. 
Nevertheless, the description suggests the type of verses Holmes produced for this 
Society. 

The second occasion upon which Holmes, as elected anniversary poet, entertained 

* The changes made for the 1844 version not only correct the meter, but provide allusions more 
appropriate for his audience, who were members of an undergraduate medical society. 
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tl^ Society was the dinner on February 8, 1838; the third, that of February 6, 1840. 

(Holmes performed, too, on February 7, 1839, but on this occasion he was a volunteer 

who surprised his colleagues with a “song,” a term hardly appropriate for eight pages 
of heroic couplets.) 

The choice, then, lies between 1838 and 1840, with Holmes's allusion in his 1844 ad¬ 
dress favoring 1840. The external record is sadly meager. On February 3, 1838, Dr. 
Holmes, writing to his old school friend, Phinehas Barnes, speaks of “a poem with 
which I have been saddled for an approaching dinner party.” He has, he says, been so 
busy agonizing” over his poem and his patients that he has had no time for letters 
(Morse, vol. i, page 168). But he says nothing of the subject of his verses. 

The Society’s records (vol. iii, page 82) are no more helpful in their allusions to the 
poem read by Dr. Holmes, and that for a very good reason. He himself was then the 
secretary, too modest, apparently, to be specific about his own contribution to the night’s 
entertainment. The Boston Medical and Surgical journal oi February 21 is flattering to 

Holmes but not very explicit. The Journal says (vol. xviii, page 50) : “The poem ... was 
conceived in a spirit of playful satire and was delivered in a most happy and finished 

Of the 1840 poem, the Journal took no notice. Describing the anniversary meeting of 
February 6, 1840, the Society’s secretary reports (vol. iii, page 269) only “a finished 
poem by Dr. Holmes in his usual witty manner.** 

The poem itself offers no inflexible clues to the date other than the Van Buren couplet 
which would have been as timely in the one year as the other, although perhaps some¬ 
what fresher in 1838 than in 1840 when the President’s chances of re-election were obvi¬ 
ously slight and jokes about his management of the country’s financial troubles must 
have been commonplace.* The rhyme, however, is one Holmes used also in a poem for 
the same period- the Dartmouth Phi Beta Kappa poem, July 24, 1839. Cataloguing the 
subjects of country gossip {At Dartmouth, New York, 1940, page 34), he lists those” 

Whose farm is mortgaged for his barroom bills, 

Whose desperate case was cured by Brandreth’s pills. 

Unfortunately Ais coincidence is no clue to the date unless it is reasonable to assume 
that such self-plagiarism is more likely to occur when two poems are written close to¬ 
gether. The danger of such an assumption appears plainly upon the discovery that a 
couplet used m both poems turns up also in Urama. 1846 (“A Rhymed Lesson”) with 
a slight alteration. Appearing at page 5 of An Unpublished Poem and at page 37 of At 

Dartmouth, the Imtsxtdidi r 6 3/ 

Between two breaths, what worlds of anguish lie. 

The first short gasp, the last and long-drawn sigh. 

Jpfcs S'S ":5 r? i* - tm. 

lection of hearing a similar juxtaposition of the two in^the add^r^^s Z\w 7 rcd 
E. Stowe (see the introduction ^At Dartmouth, 

names was probably common, however. ^ * pages 6-7). This association of 
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In 1846, “worlds of anguish” became “crowded mysteries,” the couplet otherwise re¬ 
maining the same (Cambridge edition, page 44). 

The allusions of 1838 (Holmes’s letter to Barnes and the comment of The Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal) suggest an ambitious and satirical piece and therefore 
fit An Unpublished Poem, Moreover, the personal details point more plainly to that 
year than to 1840 (there is no reference to his appointment at Dartmouth and his having 
been in consequence absent for some time from the Society’s meetings). Although the 
evidence seems to favor February 8, 1838, it is not strong enough to be conclusive, and 
the occasion of February 6, 1840, is still a possibility. 

As for the supposed occasion, there is no very good reason to doubt that the poem 
was written for the Boston Society for Medical Improvement, but it is perhaps worth 
noting that the copy of the poem in the Harvard library came from the Ware family 
papers and that in the Boston Athenxum from the Shattuck family papers; among 
Holmes s associates, Dr. John Ware and both the younger and the elder Shattuck were 
members of the Boston Society for Medical Improvement. 



The Complete Poetical Works Of Oliver Wendell Holmes Cam¬ 
bridge Edition (Vignette of house, signed “H. W. Bicknell Sc.” and cap¬ 
tioned] The Gambrel-Roofed House, Cambridge Boston And New 
York Houghton, Mifflin And Company The Riverside Press, Cam¬ 
bridge (Nov. 1895) 

Entered for copyright November 21, 1895. Published November 23, 1895 (Riverside 
Press files). Price $2.00 cloth; $3.50 half calf; $5.50 tree calf and full levant. 

Leaf: 8i x 51^ inches, trimmed. Collation: xxii, t4j, 352 pages. One signature in 10, 
with the conjugate of the initial blank leaf cut away and two leaves containing the 
frontispiece and the title-page inserted between pages ph and (iii)> followed by twenty- 
two signatures in 8’s and a final signature in 4. Page pj, half-title: The Cambridge Edi¬ 
tion of the Poets Edited by Horace E. Scudder Holmes By the Editor. (ii]» blank. (i ], 
blank. [2], Frontispiece portrait. [33, title-page. (4], Copyright notice: 1850-1895, and 
printer’s note: The Riverside Press, Cambridge, Mass,, US.A. Electrotyped and Print¬ 
ed by H. O. Houghton & Co. [iiij, Publisher’s Note, dated at the end: Boston, 4 Park 
Street, October 21, 1895. pvj, blank. (Vj-ix, Contents. (Xj, blank, xi-xxi, Biographical 
Sketch, signed at the end: H.E.S. [Horace E. Scudderj. [Xxii,] blank. [i]-2, To My 
Readers, dated at the end: April 8, 1862. 3-320, text. 321-44, Appendix, containing: I. 
Verses from the Oldest Portfolio. II. Astraea; The Balance of Illusions. III. Notes and 
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Addenda. IV. Chronological List of Dr. Holmes’s Poems. 345-52, Indexes. Binding; 
Ohve green pebbled clodi, black end-papers, gilt top. Cover with gilt wreath enclosing 
gilt lettering: | Oliver | 'Wendell | Holmes | ; spine lettered in gilt: | Holmes’s I Com¬ 
plete I Poetical | Works | Cambridge | Edition | Hougbton Mi/Bin & Co. | . 

Impressions : The first impression, November 1895, was of 3,000 copies. From 1896 to 

1939, there were nineteen additional impressions, comprising about 25,000 copies 
printed. ^ 

Copies for the British trade: About 300 copies in sheets (two lots) with substitute 
title-pages were shipped to Sampson Low & Co., London (Showing Books M, page 138). 

Contents: The Cambridge edition prints seventeen poems not in tbe Riverside edi¬ 
tion, of which twelve poems are here first collected in a volume devoted wholly to 
Holmes’s poetry. Only one is here first printed, “An Impromptu at the Walcker Din¬ 
ner, 1863, which was promptly set to music and issued in sheet-music form (see page 
510). Four «rly poems, “A Souvenir,’’ “The Dying Seneca,” “The Last Prophecy of 
Cassandra, ’ and “To My Companions,” although omitted from the Riverside edition, 
had been collected in 1881 in the Handy Volume edition, and “Astraia” had been is¬ 
sued separately in 1850, and collected in the English edition of 1852. Four poems are 
here first printed in a book; “Hymn Written for the Great Central Fair in Philadel¬ 
phia, 1864,” “Harvard” (for Commencement, 1880), “Youth,” and “To James Russell 
Lowell” (for his seventieth birthday, 1889). A note at page 58 explains that “Poem 
Read at a Dinner Given ... by the Medical Profession of . . . New York," 1883, was 
omitted^ by accident from the Riverside edition. The “Prelude” to “Parson Turell’s 
Legacy” appears in the Riverside edition of The Autocrat, but not in the poems. The 
remaining additions in the Cambridge edition are “But One Talent,” “In Memory of 
John Greenleaf Whittier,” “To the Teachers of America,” “Hymn Written for the 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Reorganization of the Young Men’s Christian 

on"‘°Th W V ""'m ™ 339 , the prose piece 

on The Ploughing Match.” The editor’s additional notes in the text and in the ao- 

pendix are indicated by brackets. ^ 



Life and Letters Of Oliver Wendell Holmes By John T Morse Jr In 

Two Volumes Volume I. ,IL, .Riverside Press device. Boston and New 

York Houghton, Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press Cam¬ 
bridge 1896 ’ 

Published April 28, 1896 (Riverside Press files); 52 copies were ready April at The 
large-paper issue was ready April 24. ^ ^ 


[ 253 ] 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


Leaf: x 4}! inches, gilt top, fore and lower edges untrimmed. Collation: Vol. i: 

^'^9 35^ pages. Two inserted leaves with the frontispiece portrait (with tissue guard) on 
the fourth page, one signature in 2, 22 signatures in 8’s, and the final signature in 2. Six 
inserted illustrations with tissue guards in addition to the frontispiece. Vol. ii; pvj, 335 
pages. One signature in 2 with inserted frontispiece (with tissue guard), 21 signatures 
in 8’s. Three inserted illustrations with tissue guards in addition to the frontispiece. 
Binding: Red cloth, white end-papers. Gilt rules across top of covers and spine; spine 
lettered in gilt: Oliver Wendell Holmes Life And | Letters | I [II] | John T. Morse 
Jr. I Houghton | Mifflin & Co. | . Also issued in the Riverside and Standard Library edi¬ 
tion formats. 

Impressions: From 1896 to June 1897, there were six impressions, the first of 6,000 
copies, in all 9,800 copies, including the large-paper issue of 300 copies. 

Copies for the British trade : A shipment of 2,000 copies in sheets was made to Samp¬ 
son Low, March 9, 1896. 

The following letter from Morse to Thomas Wentworth Higginson, May ii, 1896 
(Harvard library), shows some of the changes that were made in late impressions of 
the book (copies with an 1897 title-page show the changes); possibly Higginson’s sug¬ 
gestions of May 2 were in time for the second impression of May 12 (the Riverside Press 
cost book for 1895-96, which would record plate changes, has not been located) : 

I am ashamed that your kind note of 2'“* inst., and the memoranda which followed it a day 
or two later, should have remained so long unacknowledged.,.. 

Concerning the Atlantic Club & the Saturday Club, I am satisfied that Dr. Holmes was in 
error, & though he did not acknowledge it himself, I fear I must do so for him. If the book 
reaches further editions, vol. I, p. 242, lines 10-13, will read: “But the Doctor would not ac¬ 
cept the correction, & stuck to his colors very positively though the weight of evidence is 
against him.” Do you not, however, strain my words somewhat, in construing them as an 
attempt to ''vindicate'* the D^’s memory? I let him have his say, & Underwood also have his, 

& I don’t judge between them—so far as I see—Tho’ this is really of no consequence,—& I only 
refer to the point, in passing. 

I. p. 23—I think I do pass over the Cambridgeport School days too unceremoniously, when 
I speak of the “only incident”—Yet what I have omitted has always seemed to me trifling 
closely verging upon the line of what is hardly admissible even in the way of reminiscences 
of childhood. But I daresay that I am wrong in this view. 

I. p. 78—“On some occasions” is, I think, correct as to his class-songs— A reference to the 
^ B K singing would have been apropos, & I wish that I had made it. 

1 . p. 127. "Dunnum" is unexplainable by me. But the word is distinctly so written in the 
Doctor’s letter, which I examined carefully, though really it was no [sic^ open to doubt. 

I. p. 171. Perhaps “illustrious” is a bit generous, in the way of classification—The prostitu¬ 
tion of adjectives is a national fault, which I ought to have avoided—but then, Wendell is my 
cousin, & was the friend of my boyhood! so, pace tua, I shall not dele the flattery in my next 
(I hope there will be a next) edition. 
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I. p. 189— For many years”—as to Lowell’s lecturing—I must accept a correction, the mat¬ 
ter being within your personal knowledge, & not so much within mine. 

I. p. 203—1 have altered outside Boston to outside New England—v,h\c^ I think must he 

substantially correct, since I think that his occupations anchored him too closely in this city 

to have left longer tours possible—Perhaps to Eastern New York, but hardly further, I should 
think. * 

I. p. 230—footnote—Lf/rW/Y Maga. should be LittelVs Living Age—is the correction is or- 
dered. 

1. p. 340—To tell the truth, I knew naught of Auringer, nor of the Heart of the Golden 
Roan—But he sent me the letter, & made no suggestion as to suppressing even his name— 
which, nevertheless, I did. I m sorry if I did not do enough to prevent identification. 

In addition to the numerous letters, notably those in vol. i, pages 52-75, 98-156, 322-56, 
and in vol. ii, pages 13-20, 76-79, 107-320, Morse’s selection from the autobiographical 
notes, vol. i, pages 28-51, is all that remains of the reminiscences Holmes dictated in his 
later years. The following poems, all in vol. i, are here first printed: “The Praeses has 
a weekly row’ (page 66), “We owe, alas! to woman’s sin” (page 202), “Dear little 

Dorothy, Dorothy Q.” (page 231), “Who that can pluck the flower will choose the 
weed” (page 232), “The prophet for his thirsting flock” (page 353). 



John James Piatt is the 


iLeaf advertising J. }. Piatt’s poems. Begins:] 

Poetic Voice of Ohio.” [-Bayard Taylor, j .Rule] j Odes in Ohio, and 
Other Poems, | By John James Piatt, 


Single sheet, 8x5 inches, white wove paper, verso blank. At the foot: | The Robert 

Clarke Company, Publishers, | 31 to 39 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, O I The book 

advertised was published in 1897. Prints a letter by Holmes, dated Boston, June ii 1878 

making polite remarks about a poem by Piatt and referring to his own “Schoolbo’v ” In 
the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. ^ 


1898 


A Quaker of the Olden Time, Being a Memoir of John Roberts, by his 
Son, Daniel Roberts, with Particulars of the Roberts Family Collected 
from Original Documents and Other Sources. Edited by Edmund T. 

[ 255 ] 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


Lawrence, with Prefatory Letter by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Illustrated. 
London: Headley Brothers, 1898. 

Leaf: 7 inches. Collation: 507 pages. Holmes’s letter, dated March ist, 1883, oc¬ 
cupies pages 13-14. 

The Stereoscope and Stereoscopic Photographs lOrnamenti Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes [Trademark and leaf] Underwood & Underwood New 
York and London Ottawa, Kans. Toronto, Can. 

Copyright: 1898; copy deposited April 15,1898. Leaf: 6f x 4^ inches, trimmed. Col¬ 
lation: 80 pages. Binding: Light green or blue-gray wrappers, or green cloth. Reprints 
at pages 5-69 Holmes’s “The Stereoscope and the Stereograph” and “Sun-Painting and 
Sun-Sculpture, with a Stereoscopic Trip across the Atlantic.” A note at the foot of page 
[22] reads: “Dr. Holmes’s articles by permission of Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 
publishers of Atlantic Monthly.” 



The Complete Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes Cabinet 
Edition [Riverside Press device] Boston and New York Houghton, 
Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press, Cambridge 1899. 

Published September 9, 1899 (Showing Books P, page 46). Leaf: x 4^ inches, 

trimmed. Collation: xii, 453, [i] pages. Portrait frontispiece. There were two impres¬ 
sions (August 1899 and February 1900), each of 5,000 copies. The plates were melted 
in 1944. A Publisher's Note, dated Autumn, 1899, reads: 

In making this new Cabinet edition from new plates, it has been thought best to include 
these early poems.... This edition therefore contains, without reserve, everything which has 
appeared in verse from the hand of Dr. Holmes. 

The volume contains precisely those poems that were contained in the Cambridge edi¬ 
tion of 1895. It is the only complete edition of Holmes’s poems in which the lines of the 
longer poems are numbered for quick reference. 


1900 


The One Hoss Shay, The Chambered Nautilus and Other Poems Gay 
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and Grave By Oliver Wendell Holmes Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 

1900 


Riverside Aldine Classics. Listed in Publishers’ Weef^ly, October 6, 1900; price 50 

cents, cloth. The publisher’s records, however, give January 8, 1900, as the date of the 

hrst impression and May 25 as the date of first copies received from the binder (Sheet 

Stock Books, vol. VIII, page 327). Collation: ,5,, .54 pages. One impression of 2,000 
copies. 


I Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Popular Edition, 8 volumes, Hough¬ 
ton, Mifflin and Company, 190O] 

Published September 22, 1900. Each volume has a separate title-page with no vol- 
ume number. Vol. (i.j Autocrat, (ii.j Professor, (iii.j Poet, (iv., Over the Teacups, ,v., 
Elsie 'Vernier, [Vi , Guardian Angel, ,vii., A Mortal Antipathy, ,viii., Poems. Printed 
from the plates of the Riverside edition except the volume of poems, which is made up 
from sheets of the latest issue of the Household edition. Cloth or one half “popular” 
leather. Price, ten dollars for the set. (Ives, page 201; Riverside Press files.) 


1901 


The Cornhill Booklet Vol. I February, mcmi 
by Alfred Bartlett 21 Cornhill Boston 


No. VIII Published 


Title from cover. Almost the whole number is given to reprinting “The Autocrat of 

Je Breakfast Table, i ,11,” from The Neu.-England Magazine of November 1831 and 

February 1832. Pages 233-34 contain a foreword signed: B. Pages 235-50 contain “The 

Autocrat papers. In August 1905, The Avort Booklet. London, vol. i, no 2 also re- 
printed these early papers. ’ 


1902 


1 he Breakfast-Table Series Handy Volume Edition 

The above is the reading of the half-title, each volume having its own title-page the 
design of Sarah Whitman (see page 80), dated 1902. Vols. i and ii were published Sep¬ 
tember ii, and vols. Ill and iv, September 12 (Showing Books R, pages 194) Leaf - 
X , mch„, g.l.top. : Vol.,: ,a„ x,p.go« C. 
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[2]; Vol. iii: vii, (i), 503, jij; Vol. iv: viii, 440, [2]. Issued in dust jackets. One impres¬ 
sion of 750 copies, from the plates of the Birthday editions. 


1904 


The Anatomist’s Hymn. [Extracted from the Eagle, Vol. xxv. No. 134, 
June 1904.] 

Leaf : 8f x 5! inches, trimmed, white wove paper, light brown plain wrappers. Colla¬ 
tion: 7 pages. Reprints the poem “The Living Temple, * pages 2, 4, and 6 , with a Ger¬ 
man translation, “Der lebendige Tempel,” by Donald MacAlister, pages 3, 5, 7. The 
Yale library has a copy. The Eagle was a magazine supported by members of St. John’s 
College, Oxford. 

The Silent Watchers. [Extracted from the Eagle, Vol. xxvi. No. 135, 
December 1904.] 

Four-page leaflet, 8$ x 5^ inches when folded, printed on the second and third pages 
only, printer’s ornament at the head of these two pages. Reprints the poem “Album 
Verses,” with a German translation, “Die stillen Wiichter,” by Donald MacAlister. The 
Boston Medical Library has a copy. 


1909 


[The Breakfast-Table Series. Fireside Edition. Volumes I-IV. Hough¬ 
ton, Mifflin and Company, 1909.] 

The Riverside Press files record one impression, from the Riverside edition plates, 
of 500 copies. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes The Autocrat and His Fellow-Boarders By 
Samuel McChord Crothers With Selected Poems (Riverside Press de- 
vicei Boston and New York Houghton Mifflin Company mdccccix 

Published September 1909, as noted on verso of title-page. Leaf: 7A ^ 4 ^^ inches, 
trimmed. Collation: [8], 65 pages; portrait, with tissue guard, inserted between ha 
title and title-page. Crothers’ sketch occupies pages “Selected Poems, pages 
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and on 


i4I]-i65j. Binding: Olive green cloth, lettered in gilt on front cover: | Holmes | , 

the spine: | Holmes | Crothers | Houghton | Mifflin | Co | . Issued with dust jacket 
noting price as 75 cents. 


Old South Leaflets. No. 201. August, 1909. Certain Writings of Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. 

Leaf : 71%. Collation : 20 pages. At the foot of page 20: Published by the Directors of 

the Old South Work, Old South Meeting-House, Boston, Mass. Contains six poems and 
selections from The Autocrat. 


(The Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes. Fireside Edition. Volumes 
I-XIV. Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1909.] 

The Riverside Press files record one impression, from the Riverside edition plates, of 
500 copies. 


1910 



Autograph Poets The Complete Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes (Riverside Press device) Boston and New York Houghton 
Mifflin Company The Riverside Press Cambridge 1910 

Published November 1910 (Riverside Press files). Price Si.oo cloth; $1.50 half leather. 
Collation : (iiij-xiv, (2,, 426 pages, frontispiece portrait inserted. Pages , v,-vi, unsigned, 
undated “Biographical Sketch.” Pages i4i7)-4i8, Notes. Pages (419,-426, Index. Eight 
impressions, 1910-1931, 5,000 copies, 250 in sheets shipped to G. S. Harrop & Co., 1913; 
from the plates of the Household edition. ’ ’ 


1912 


Our Battle-Laureate By Oliver Wendell Holmes Reprinted from 

the Atlantic Monthly, May, 1865. 


Advertising leaflet, 4 pages, 7* x 5^ inches, for Lines of Battle and Other Pne u 
Henry Howard Brownell, edited by M. A. DeWolfe Howe, and published by Hougf! 
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ton, Mifflin Company in 1912. The last page has the Boston and New York imprint of 
Houghton, Mifflin. It reprints part of Holmes’s Atlantic essay. The Yale library has a 



[The Breakfast-Table Series. University Edition. Volumes I-IV. Hough¬ 
ton, Mifflin and Company, 1913.) 

Published June 4, 1913, one impression from the Riverside plates, 200 copies (River- 
side Press files). 

[The Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes. University Edition. Volumes 
I-XIV. Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1913.j 

Published May 29, 1913, one impression from the Riverside plates, 300 copies (River¬ 
side Press files). 


1914 


[Poems. Cambridge Poets. Student’s Edition. Houghton, Mifflin and 
Company, 1914.1 

Cumulative Bool{ Index, 1914, page 352; price S1.50. 


1915 

[The Breakfast-Table Series. Chatman Editions. Volumes I-IV. Hough¬ 
ton, Mifflin and Company, 1915 .j 

The Riverside Press files note the Chatman editions of the four volumes of the Break¬ 
fast-Table Series as copyrighted November 1915. The Sheet Stock Books, vol. x, page 
543, record the first impression of 830 copies sent to the binder November 13, and note 
360 in sheets sent to George T. Sully and Company, February 23,1918. 
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Dr. Holmes’s Boston Edited by Caroline Ticknor With Illustrations 
Boston and New York Houghton Mifflin Company 1915 

Published in a limited edition of 844 copies, October 7, 1915 (Sheet Stock Books, vol. 

X. page 389). Leaf: 9^ inches. Collation: xv, 214 pages, and 28 inserted plates. The 
preface describes the book: 

The following compilation aims to present the “Boston of Holmes,” as set forth by himself. 
The many passages dealing with this his favorite topic have been gleaned from his entire 
works and have been fitted together in chronological order. Thus the Boston flavor, which 
permeates the Doctor s work throughout, is now for the first time presented in concentrated 
form. His scattered reflections and picturesque descriptions, when pieced together, furnish an 
almost consecutive story of nineteenth-century Boston. And with this revelation of “Dr. 
Holmes’s Boston” is bound up a characteristic picture of “Boston’s Dr. Holmes,”. 


1917 


Luciano Zampa I poeti americani Holmes Whittier Poggio 
Mirteto Societa Cooperative Tipografica Sabina 1917 

Leaf: 9f x 6f inches. Collation: 53 pages. English text of selections from Holmes’s 
poems, with Italian prose translations, and brief introductory notes. 


1924 


South County Studies of Some Eighteenth Century Persons, Places & 
Conditions In That Portion of Rhode Island called Narragansett By 
Esther Bernon Carpenter With an Introduction by Caroline Hazard 
compiled largely from Letters now first published by Oliver Wendell 

Holmes 'Boston Printed for the Subscribers 1924 

Leaf: 8it inches. The letters from Holmes occupy pages ix to xv and bear the dates- 
mh.fsSfi ^ ^ 1885; Feb. 
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1925 


Grandmother’s Story Of Bunker Hill Battle As She Saw It from 
the Belfry By Oliver Wendell Holmes With Illustrations By 
Howard Pyle [Riverside Press device) Boston and New York Hough¬ 
ton Mifflin and Company The Riverside Press Cambridge mcmxxv 


Published June 5,1925 (Riverside Press files). Price 90 cents {Cumulative Boof{ Index, 
1926, page 526). Leaf: 8 x 5^ inches. Collation: 79 pages. Vellum paper-boards. First 
impression of 2,500 copies; plates melted in December 1942. 



The History of Woodstock Connecticut By Clarence Winthrop Bowen, 
Ph.D., LL.D. [Coat of armsi Privately Printed by The Plimpton Press 
Norwood, Mass., U.S.A. 1926. 

Pages [i]-[8] contain “Introduction by Oliver Wendell Holmes,” with a letter, dated 
March 5th, 1891, as a footnote on page [8]. 

Leaf: iotV x inches. Collation: xxviii, 691 pages, in 8’s; page pvj, bearing a no¬ 
tice that the edition is limited to 450 copies, is an insert. (Illustrations and inserted 
plates.) This is the first volume, although not so numbered, of eight. A letter of Novem¬ 
ber II, 1890, to H. C. Bowen, explains the origin of the introduction (Wilson collection, 
vol. II, page 652). 


1937 


A Dissertation On Acute Pericarditis By Oliver W. Holmes Boston 
The Welch Bibliophilic Society mdccccxxxvu 

Leaf: yi x 5 inches, trimmed at top. Collation: 39 pages. Page (ij, title-page, in red 
and black. [2], Copyright notice: 1937, The Welch Bibliophilic Society. First print- 
ing. [3-5], Introduction, signed: James F. Ballard, Boston, November 8,1937* blank. 
[ 7 ]' 39 j [ 4 °i> blank. Binding: White vellum. 
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Hitherto unprinted dissertation presented by Holmes for the Harvard degree of M.D. 

(1836), after his return from France. Printed from the original manuscript in the Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library. 


1939 


Oliver Wendell Holmes Representative Selections, with Introduction, 
Bibliography, and Notes by S. I. Hayakawa Armour Institute of 
Technology and Howard Mumford Jones Professor of English Har¬ 
vard University [Seal of American Writers Seriesi American Book Com¬ 
pany New York • Cincinnati • Chicago • Boston • Atlanta 

Half-title: * American Writers Series * Harry Hayden Clark * General Editor * . 
Leaf: 7 x 4J inches, trimmed. Collation: cxxx, [Ij, 472 pages. The insert is the frontis¬ 
piece, reproduced from a photograph of a pen drawing by Kerr Eby. Copyright: 1949. 
Pages 435-37 print the first two numbers of “The .Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table,” as 
they appeared in The New-England Magazine for November 1831 and February 1832. 
Contains also a bibliography of books and articles about Holmes. 


1940 


At Dartmouth The Phi Beta Kappa Poem Read by Dr. Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes at the Dartmouth Commencement Exercises July 24, 1839 
Prior to His Appointment to the Chair of Anatomy and Physiology at 
Dartmouth Medical School With an Introduction by Miss Eleanor M. 
Tilton of Vassar College Schuman’s • New York • 1940 


Leaf: 10 x 6i inches. Collation: 44, (i, pages. Binding: Gray-green boards, portrait 
pasted on front. Issued in box with paper label along the back: Holmes .Ornament, 
At Dartmouth. The introduction (pages 5-19) is dated February 19, 1940. On the last 
page (unnumbered) : | One Hundred Copies | Set in Baskerville Types and I Printed on 
French Mould-Made Paper | Have Been Made at the | Walpole Printing Office Mt 
Vernon | This Copy Is Number | . After the publication of this volume the pub¬ 
lisher distributed an erratum slip: We regret that the title-page of “At Dartmouth” re 
quires the attached correction: Erratum: The seventh line of the title-page should read 
Prior to the Assumption of his appointment to the chair of.” (The erratum slip is still 
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ambiguous. Holmes had accepted the appointment before he read this poem; his work 
did not begin until after this occasion.— Ed.) 

Three portions of this poem, amounting in all to about one third of the whole, were 
printed in Sargent’s New Monthly Magazine, in the issues of January, February, and 
March 1843, with the titles “The Rustic and the Millionaire,” “An Every Day Tale,” 
and “A Fragment.” 


1947 


Amiable Autocrat A Biography Of Oliver Wendell Holmes By 
Eleanor M. Tilton [Publisher’s monogrami New York Henry Schu- 
man 

Published November 1947. Leaf: 8^ inches. Collation; xi, 470 pages. Illustrated. Is¬ 
sued also with cancel title-page as a Columbia University dissertation. Contains a large 
number of letters (see its index) and the following poems; “‘Perdidi Diem,’” “For 
soon appeared the smiling pot,” “Forgotten Ages” (excerpts),“A Poem” for Commence¬ 
ment, 1829 (excerpts), “Come you Professors” (excerpts), and the verses for Mrs. 
Sarah Whitman and Miss Ellen Terry. 
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Part II 


I N this section of the bibliography are 
listed all the poems that Holmes is now 
known to have written. The list includes 
published and unpublished poems. It also 
notes occasions for which it is recorded 
that Holmes wrote verses. The arrange¬ 
ment is alphabetical according to title; for 
verses without title, the entry is by subject. 
Poems to individuals are entered under the 
subjects’ last names. Unpublished poems 
without title are listed under “Manu¬ 
script.” 

The following information is recorded: 
demonstrable date of composition, occa¬ 
sion for writing, first printing, first book or 
pamphlet printing, first printing in a book 
by Holmes. For poems collected in the Riv¬ 
erside and Cambridge editions, the page 
references follow the title. All located man¬ 
uscripts, exclusive of late fair copies, are 
noted. Any manuscript not in Holmes’s 
hand is so noted. 

Variant titles are recorded, but no effort 
was made to pursue reprintings through 
the numerous songsters, anthologies, and 


school readers in which selections from 
Holmes might have appeared.* 

This section of the bibliography is elab¬ 
orately cross-referenced and material in 
passages discussing the texts or occasions is 
indexed. To locate letters by Holmes here 
quoted, see Appendix 6. For the full titles 
of books and pamphlets not by Holmes, 
see Appendix 7. Sheet-music printings are 
listed here only when they precede a book 

printing; for other sheet-music editions, 
see Appendix 2. 

A 

Ad Amicos. (Class meeting, January 6 
1876.) RIt/. xii (it), yo; Cam. i^y. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1876, vol. 

XXXVII, page 314. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 236. 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881). 

•Anyone wishing to identify verses that seem not 
to be listed here should consult the first-line index 
(by stanza) now in the Harvard Holmes collection. 
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The original manuscript, with several revi¬ 
sions, two extra stanzas, and the incorrect date 
1875, is in the Harvard Holmes collection. Har¬ 
vard has also the revised manuscript which served 
as printer’s copy for The Atlantic Monthly. 

Ad Sodales. 

See Even-Song. 

Adam. 

See (Charade). My name declares my date to 
be. 

Address for the Opening of the Fifth Ave¬ 
nue Theatre. 

See (Fifth Avenue Theatre). 

Adjuration. 

This title was used for a poem beginning 
“Weave no more silks,” incorrectly attributed to 
Holmes in Pen-Pictures of the War, by Ledyard 
Bill, 1864. The poem was written by Julia Ward 
Howe and is in her Later Lyrics, 1886. 

Advent of Spring. 

This title was used for a selection from “As- 
traea,” in String of Diamonds, 1852. 

(iEneid.) Translation from the .^neid, 
Book I. (Phillips Academy, Andover, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, 1824.) Riv. xiti (Hi), 235; Cam. 
321. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page [320]; with title: “First 
Verses.” 

The original manuscript is in the Holmes Me¬ 
morial Library, Phillips Academy, Andover, en¬ 
dorsed by Holmes, “one of my first efforts Ando¬ 
ver 1824.” 

./Estivation. An Unpublished Poem, By My 
Late Latin Tutor. Riv. xii (it), 130; Cam. 
13S, 


The Atlantic Monthly, September 1858, vol. ii, 
page 500; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 307. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Affecting Ballad of the Oysterman. 

This tide was used for “The Ballad of the Oy¬ 
sterman,” composed and sung by J. L. Hatton. 
See page 504. 

After a Lecture in Albany. 

See Hudson, The. 

After a Lecture on Keats. 

See (Keats). 

After a Lecture on Moore. 

See (In a lecture on Byron and Moore). 
(Moore, 1853.) 

After a Lecture on Shelley. 

See (Shelley). 

(After a Lecture on Southey and Landor. 
Lowell Institute, Boston, April 5, 1853.) 

The Boston Traveller, April 6, 1853, reporting 
Holmes’s Lowell Institute lecture on Southey and 
Landor, states: “The lecture was concluded with 
some truly beautiful original lines, referring to 
the inspiration of the poet, which Dr. H. had 
penned as a finale.” The Boston Evemng Tran¬ 
script, April 8, 1853, is somewhat more specific: 

It must not be supposed, said Holmes, as he 
closed his exquisite essay, because I have usual¬ 
ly repeated some rhymes of my own as a foil to 
the lecture, that this must always be the penalty 
of attendance; still less that they flow by any 
process of poetic logic from the spirit of the 
lecture—take for instance the following. And 
from the lyric streams of a poem of Kubla 
Khan—like melody which he recited, there 
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remains but one image in two lines as an al¬ 
luvial deposite [sic] in our memory, alluding 

to some mystical sounds he heard in childhood, 
as if 

The oceans of some distant star 
Were roaring round it as it flew. 

For information regarding this lecture, see 
page 536. 

(After a Lecture on Tennyson and Brown¬ 
ing. Lowell Institute, Boston, April 19, 

1853-) 

The Boston Evening Transcnpt, April 20, 1853, 
reporting Holmes’s Lowell Institute lecture of 
April 19 on Tennyson and Browning, was, as 
usual, enthusiastic about the Doctor’s conclusion; 

. . . The closing poem was an allegory of the 
satisfactions of poetry. The author is walking 
on a hot sandy shore, when 
‘‘Thirst came gasping from the burning 
heaven 

And clutched my throat.” 

Then out of a cloud pavilion is offered a cup, 
chiselled with a cunning almost to rival 
Keats’ Grecian urn. 

“It is the cup of beauty and it holds 
The wine of strength.” 

Then the juice of all rich and delicate vin¬ 
tages came pouring by turns into the golden 
measure of the doctor’s verse, flushing the 
fancy of his hearers with a keen and inno¬ 
cent delight. 

The morning edition of the Commonwealth, 
April 23, 1853, was, also as usual, less enchanted. 
The reporter (Julia Ward Howe, observed: 

The Doctor concluded, as usual, with some 
verses of his own. It was a pretty poem that he 
read, but too vague, and wanting in finish. 
It described a hand, the hand of Poetry, reach¬ 
ing to a weary pilgrim, the Doctor, a golden 
cup, the cup of Beauty, wrought with fair 
shapes, taken, if we heard aright, from among 
the fancies of the two poets of the evening. 


Having drunk, and gone on his way. like a 
giant refreshed with wine, a voice warned him 
to keep the cup,—thus the pretty little allegory 
had a pretty little moral, and the Doctor de¬ 
parted, carrying the cup of Beauty with him. 
Let us suggest that it be placed near the silver 
punch-bowl which he has made famous in 
verse, and express the hope that the cup, at 
least, may be an heirloom in his family. 

For information regarding this lecture, see page 

336- 

After a Lecture on Wordsworth. 

See (Wordsworth). 

After the Burial. 

See (Garfield). 

After the Curfew. (Class meeting, January 

10, 1889.) xii (ii), 104; Cam, 148. 

The Atlantic Monthly, February 1890, vol. lxv, 
page 243; in “Over the Teacups.” 

Standard Recitations, by Frances P. Sullivan, 

no. 29, September 1890, page 24; as from The 
Atlantic. 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891 (published 
November 1890), page 69. 

The Latest Poems of the Class of 1829 (ready 
January 1891). 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection. 

After the Fire. (Boston fire, November 13, 

1872.) Riv. xii (a), 213; Cam, 188. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1873, vol. xxxi, 
page 96; dated: Boston, November 13, 1872. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The “great” Boston fire was on November 9 

and 10, 1872. 

After-Dinner Poem, An. (Terpsichore.) 
(Phi Beta Kappa dinner, Harvard, August 

24,1843.) Rw. XI (i), 1^4; Cam. 54. 
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Graham’s American Monthly Magazine, Jan¬ 
uary 1844, vol. XXV (but correctly vol. xxiv), 
page 10; with title: ‘Terpsichore ” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1846 (London); with title: 
“Terpsichore.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849; with title: “Terp¬ 
sichore.” 

The title, ‘An After-Dinner Poem,” was adopt¬ 
ed in the Household edition, 1877. Ives reprints, 
page 77, the letter from Holmes to Griswold, Sep¬ 
tember I, 1843, offering him the poem for his 
magazine. A manuscript is in the collection of Mr. 
P. D. Howe. 


(Agassiz, 1857.) At a Dinner to Agassiz. 
(Presumably for his fiftieth birthday, May 
28,1857.) 

Samuel Longfellow’s Life of Longfellow, 1886, 
vol. II, page 299, has the following entry from the 
journal; “28th. A rainy day. The fiftieth or golden 
birthday of Agassiz. We gave him a dinner at 
Parker’s, fourteen of us; at which I presided. I 
proposed the health of Agassiz, and read a poem. 
Holmes and Lowell read humorous poems, which 
were very clever. We sat down at half-past three, 
and stayed till nine.” While no positive proof 
seems to be available, it may be that the following 
lines were prepared for this occasion; they exist 
in manuscript among the Holmes papers in the 
Library of Congress: 

AT A DINNER TO AGASSIZ 

The larches are green, and the lilacs have 
blown, 

And over the hillsides young summer has 
shone; 

So joyous, so glowing the welcome we 

As warm as our summer, as fresh as our 
spring! 

No breath from the glacier shall waft us its 
chill, 

Though Jung-frau remembers her vanquisher 
still; 

Our skies have an azure as deep as his own, 



And bright eyes have beamed for him, blue as 
the Rhone. 

We clasp him once more to the heart of the 
West; 

The rose of the Alps is for Liberty’s breast. 

A home for his thought like the cloud-rending 

His smile like the sunbeam that rests on its 
cheek! 

(Agassiz, 1859. Dinner in behalf of the 
Agassiz Museum, November 12,1859.) 

It is possible that Holmes addressed lines to 
Agassiz at a dinner to raise funds for the Museum 
of Comparative Zoology, November 12, 1859. See 
page 353 (Museum of Comparative Zoology). 

(Agassiz, ca. i860.) The Prophet for his 
thirsting flock. Without title. 

Life and Letters of Holmes, by John T. Morse, 
Jr., 1896, vol. I, page 353. 

The poem refers to a gift of fruit and flowers 
from George W. Simmons, from which Holmes 
selected a fine pear, sending it to Professor and 
Mrs, Agassiz. Morse gives no date; the address 21 
Charles Street places the poem between June 1858 
and March 1865 (when Agassiz left for Brazil). 

(Agassiz, 1865.) A Farewell to Agassiz, 
(March 25.^ 1865.) Riv. xii (ti), 2^4; Cam. 
203. 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1865, vol. 

XVI, page 584; unsigned. 

Humorous Poems, by Holmes, 1865. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 294. 

In his own copy of Humorous Poems (Harvard 
Holmes collection). Holmes has added in pencil 
two lines that do not appear in any printed ver¬ 
sion of the poem. 

The Cambridge edition notes: “Written on the 
eve of Agassiz’s journey to Brazil in 1865. Long- 
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fellow’s journal gives the date of the farewell party 
for Agassiz as March 23, 1865 (Life of Long- 
fellow. 1886, vol. II, page 423); the manuscript 
journals give the same date. Holmes’s manuscript, 
however, is dated March 25th, The manuscript 
differs from the printed version in being con¬ 
siderably shorter and appears to have been the 
manuscript for the occasion; it is preserved in a 
scrapbook made by Mrs. James T. Fields (Mor¬ 
gan Library). 

Age not Counted by Years. 

This title was used for a selection from "The 
Old Player,” in the Mercantile Library Reporter, 
Boston, January 1856, vol. ii, page 38. 

Agnes. (1855-56.) Riv. xt(i), /;/; Cam. 72. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

This poem relates the story of Sir Henry Frank- 
land and Agnes Surriage. Ives (page 5) observes 
that contrary to the note on page 72 of the Cam¬ 
bridge edition of Holmes’s poems this poem was 
not published until late in November 1861, when 
it appeared at the head of Songs in Many Keys. 

The note to which Ives refers is the footnote; 
"She [Julia] was living June 10, 1861, when this 
ballad was published,” a misleading alteration of 
the original note {Songs in Many Keys, page 307): 
"She is living now, June 10, 1861.” The original 
footnote was apparently added by Holmes to his 
copy for the printer of his “Note to ‘Agnes,’” 
when on June ii, i86i, he received a letter from 
the Rev. J. C. Webster recalling the visit to the 
Frankland mansion in Hopkinton which evoked 
the ballad. (Webster’s letter is in Holmes’s copy 

of Songs in Many Keys, Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection.) 

The poem was written soon after October 31, 
1855, when Holmes lectured in Hopkinton and 
made the visit described in the “Note” and the 
poem. His manuscript notes for the poem, to¬ 
gether with a few notes for his December 1855 
New England Society address, in the Harvard 
Holmes collection, were originally laid in 


I loimcs s copy of Songs in Many Keys, referred to 
above. 

Holmes used the poem in his lyccurn lecture, 
The Lyrical Passion,” 1856/7 season (sec page 
530); the Boston newspapers of January i6, 1857 
(reporting the lecture as given for the Boston Art 
Club on January 15), refer to it, the Transcript 
describing it at some length. The poem was rc- 
\ ised for its publication. Sending a copy to the 
Rev. Elias Nason, Holmes makes apologies for it, 
and later, in a letter of August 5, 1858 (collection 
of Mr. P. D. Howe), he writes: “The first part in 
particular is in a merely provisional state.” He 
was also working on the poem in September i860, 
when he was given permission by the Massachu¬ 
setts Historical Society to use the Frankland pa¬ 
pers (Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, September i860, (Vol. vj, 1860-63, page 
63). 

Alas! that in our earliest blush. Without 
title. 

Flora’s Interpreter, by Mrs. S. J. Hale, 1832, 
page 144; two 8-Iine stanzas, without special 
title, labeled "Sentiment,” signed: O. W. 
Holmes. 

This is undoubtedly an extract from a longer 
poem, but a search in newspapers and magazines 
(1828-1831) has been fruitless. 

Album Fiend, The. (April 6,1880.) “ ‘One 
verse,’ he says,—‘four glittering lines—” 

The Art Autograph, edited by William Whit¬ 
lock, 1880, plate II, in facsimile of manu- 
script. 

There are two manuscripts of this poem in the 

Harvard Holmes collection, one titled and dated 

as above and with the masculine pronoun in the 

first line. The other is titled "For an Album” and 

the pronoun has been made feminine; it bears the 
same date. 

This collection of facsimiles was published by 
TTe Art Exchange of New York “for the benefit 
of famine-stricken Ireland.” 
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Album Verses. Rw. xii(ii), 122; Cam, 755. 
1 he Atlantic Monthly, November 1857, vol. i, 
page 54; in “The Autocrat,” without title. 
The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 

Holmes, 1858, page 17; with title: “Album 
Verses.” 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 168. 

A German translation of this poem, by Donald 
MacAlister, with the title, “Die stillen Wachter,” 
appeared in The Eagle, St. John’s College, Ox¬ 
ford, December 1904, vol. xxvr, page 33; the origi¬ 
nal was included in the same number, with the 
title The Silent Watchers.” See page 258. 

(Alexis, Grand Duke.) At the Banquet to 
the Grand Duke Alexis. (Boston, Decem¬ 
ber 9, 1871.) Riv. xii (it), 24^; Cam, 799. 
“One word to the guest.” 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December ii, 1871. 
The New York Times, December ii, 1871; 

with Holmes’s introductory remarks. 

His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Alexis 
in the United States of America, 1871-1872, 
page 97. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The fourth stanza had been used by Holmes in 
1864 in his “Song of Welcome,” q.v. 

A manuscript is in the Library of Congress. 
The Boston Public Library has a fair copy of the 
poem, dated December 10, written out for a scrap¬ 
book of clippings, programs, etc., relating to the 
Grand Duke’s visit. 

(Alexis, Grand Duke.) Welcome to the 
Grand Duke Alexis. (Boston, December 9, 
1871.) Riv, xii (ii), 242; Cam. 799. “Shad¬ 
owed so long.” 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 8, 1871. 
Order of Exercises at the Musical Entertain¬ 
ment, Boston Music Hall, December g, 1871. 
See page 143. 

Annual Report of the School Committee of the 


City of Boston, 1871 (published 1872), page 
300 - 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875, 

The song of welcome was sung by a chorus of 
twelve hundred pupils from the high and gram¬ 
mar schools of the city, conducted by Julius Eich- 
berg, supervisor of music in the public schools. 
The Cambridge and Riverside editions of 
Holmes’s poems incorrectly date this festival De¬ 
cember 6; the Advertiser of December 8 printed 
the words in its announcement of the next day's 
program. 

The Boston Public Library has a manuscript, 
a fair copy written out for a scrapbook of me¬ 
mentos of the Grand Duke’s visit. 

All Here. (Class meeting, January 10, 
1867.) Riv. xii (ii), 39; Cam, 126, 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1867, vol. xix, 
page 323; unsigned. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi¬ 
tion, Boston, 1868. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Library of Congress has the manuscript. 

Alma Mater. (Harvard Club of New York 
City, February 21, 1882.) Ives, g4. “Yes, 
home is sweet!” 

Harvard Club, New York, February 21, 1882, 
(Leaflet, without title.) See page 185. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 22, 1882; 
without title, with Holmes’s letter of trans¬ 
mission. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Feb¬ 
ruary 23, 1882, vol. cvi, page 187; without 
title; also November i, 1894, vol. cxxxi, page 
451; with title: “Alma Mater,” and Dr. H. P- 
Bowditch’s letter (printed below); also De¬ 
cember 13, 1894, vol. CXXXI, page 586, with 
the same title, and explanation by Dr. Bow- 
ditch, in substance like the letter. 

Life of Holmes, by E. E. Brown (copyright 
1884), page 132; with tide: “Sonnet. 
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Holmes’s letter to the Harvard Club of New 
York is as follows: 

As I am obliged to deny myself the pleasure 
of being with you, I do not feel at liberty to 
ask many minutes of your time and attention. 
I have compressed into the limits of a sonnet 
feelings which I am sure we all share, that be¬ 
sides the roof which shelters us we have need 
of some wider home where w'e can meet and 
find ourselves in a more extended circle of 
sympathies than the narrow ring of the family, 
and nowhere can we seek a truer and purer 
bond of fellowship than under the benignant 
smile of our alma mater. Let me thank you for 
the kindness which has signified to me that I 
should be welcome at your festival. In all the 
rewards of a literary life, none is more pre¬ 
cious than the kindly recognition of those who 
have clung to the breasts of the same nursing 
mother, and will cling to each other in the 
widest distances of space; and let us hope in 
those unbounded realms in which we may not 
utterly forget our earthly pilgrimage and its 
companions. 

Dr. Bowditch’s letter follows: 

Boston, October 30, 1894. 

Mr. Editor: Your readers will probably be 
interested in the enclosed sonnet to Alma 
Mater written by Dr. Holmes in 1882, but 
never, as far as I know, included in any edi¬ 
tion of his published works. 

Having been invited to attend a dinner of 
the Harvard Club of New York, and fore¬ 
seeing that I might be called upon to speak for 
the Medical School, I ventured to ask Dr. 
Holmes to write a few words of greeting to the 
Club for me to read in connection with any 
remarks I might make. The doctor kindly 
consented, and then added, “You don’t want 
anything in verse, do you?” “Why, doctor,” 
I replied, “I had not ventured to hope for any¬ 
thing of that sort, but, of course, if you could 
let me have a few verses, nothing could pos¬ 
sibly be more delightful.”—“Well,” said he. 


“I’ll sec what I can do.” A day or two later he 
handed me half a sheet of note pap>cr on which 
was the enclosed sonnet, saying, “There, tliat's 
what I have written; sec how you like it.” 
Having hastily glanced through it, I expressed 
my delight and assured him that, with such a 
literary gem to present, my speech would be 
the event of the evening, “Now,” said the doc¬ 
tor, “I want to hear how it will sound. Let me 
hear you read it.” I then had to submit to the 
ordeal of reading a poet s lines to an audience 
limited to the poet himself. 

Fortunately, I was able to acquit myself to 
his satisfaction, and a few days later the litde 
poem was received with great enthusiasm by 
the sons of Harvard assembled in New York. 

Yours very truly 

H. P, Bowditch, M.D. 

The manuscript, without title, but dated, has 
recently been added to the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection. 

Alone. 

This is section v of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

Ambition. 

This is section i of the poem “Wind-Clouds and 
Star-Drifts.” 

America to Russia. (St. Petersburg, August 
17,1866.) Riv. xii (ti), 240; Cam. ig8. 

Slavisches Centralblatt, Bautzen, September 15, 
1866, Jahrg. 2, page 275; with the Russian 
translation by Apollon Nikolaevich Maikov. 

Commonwealth (Boston), October 13, 1866, 
page 4. 

Russian Account of the Official Mission to 

Russia of Hon, G. V. Fox in 1866 (published 
1867), page 18. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

Read by the Hon. Gustavus V. Fox, Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, at a dinner of the nobles, 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, Friday evening, August 
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17, 1866. In the Riverside and Cambridge edi¬ 
tions the poem is dated August 5, being the cor¬ 
rect date according to the Russian calendar of 
that period. This date is confirmed by a copy of 
the invitation to the dinner, printed in Narrative 
of the Mission to Russia of the Hon. Gustavus 
Vasa Fox, in 1866, page 175, and also in the inter¬ 
esting report by the special correspondent of the 
New-Yorh^ Tribune, printed in its issue of Septem¬ 
ber 8, 1866. Mr. Fox was the special envoy sent to 
deliver to Czar Alexander II the congratulations, 
voted by Congress, at His Majesty's recent escape 
from assassination. Special interest was attracted, 
here and abroad, to this mission, because the en¬ 
voy crossed the Atlantic in the monitor Mian- 
tonomah, and doubts had been freely expressed 
about the seaworthiness of this particular type of 
naval construction. Tlie deck of the monitor was 
but thirty-two inches above the water, at the sides. 
On the eve of Fox’s departure a dinner had been 
given him in Boston (sec the ms. “Naushon Is¬ 
land Book,” vol. Ill, page 69, described at page 
355), and at this dinner Mr. Fox suggested that a 
poem be carried over to be read at a suitable mo¬ 
ment. Holmes responded by writing these lines. 

An attempt to find the poem in a Russian news¬ 
paper of the day has been fruitless; the printing in 
the Slavisches Centralblatt, noted above, is the 
earliest printing yet found. The only copy of that 
journal found in this country is in the Newberry 
Library, Chicago. 

American Academy Centennial Celebra¬ 
tion. (Boston, May 26,1880.) Riv. xiii (Hi), 
go; Cam. 256. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 27, 1880. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

Memoirs of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. Centennial Volume, 1882, vol. 
XI, part I, page ii, with Holmes’s introduc¬ 
tory remarks. 

In his remarks Holmes said that the poem was 
not intended for so solemn an occasion as the 


formal meeting but rather for the after-dinner 
proceedings. His muse, in fact, had been inspired 
by an attentive perusal of the first volume of the 
Academy s memoirs, in which he had found a rich 
store of scientific zeal and some attention to the 
practical uses of knowledge, also some faith in the 
celebrated lusus nature, 

A proof of the Advertiser printing is in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. 


American Hymn. 

The History of the New Yorh^ Stage, by George 
C. D. Odell (vol. X, page 112), slates that on April 
I, 1876, at the 22d Regiment Armory, Gilmore's 
band played Holmes’s “American Hymn,” and 
that it was sung by the New York Choral Union 
to music by Keller. There would seem to be an 
error here in applying the tide of Keller’s com¬ 
position, “American Hymn,” to Holmes’s words. 
It is probable that the hymn thus sung was 
Holmes’s “Hymn of Peace,” sung at the Boston 
Peace Jubilee of 1869 (see page 138), to the music 
of Keller’s “American Hymn.” Holmes’s “Wel¬ 
come to the Nations” was sung to the same tune, 
but not until July 1876. 


(American Medical Association, 1853.) A 
Poem for the Meeting of the American 
Medical Association. (New York, May 5, 
1853.) Riv. xi (i), 1^4; Cam. 62. “1 hold a 
letter.’’ 


Response of Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., 
1853. (Broadside.) See page 54. 

New' York Herald, May 6, 1853, morning edi¬ 
tion. 

New-York Tribune, May 6, 1853. 

The Literary World, New York, August 13, 
1853, vol- XIII, page 39; with title; Re¬ 
sponse.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 


(American Medical Association, 1855.) A 
Sentiment. (Philadelphia, May i, ^^ 55 -) 
Riv. xi (i), 158; Cam. 63. “A triple health.” 
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(Leaflet, May i, 1855.) See page 65. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, May 
1855, 'o*- lh, page 305. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

American Poet’s “Mystic Lot,” The. 

This title was used in The Knief^erboef^er, No¬ 
vember i860, vol. Lvi, page 453, tor the last four 
stanzas of the poem “After a Lecture on Words¬ 
worth.” The text is the early one. See (Words¬ 
worth ). 

Americans, Be United! 

This title was used for a stanza from “Ode for 
Washington’s Birthday,” in The Old Farmer’s 
Almanac\, 1857 (1856), page 39. 

Anacreon. 

See Lyre of Anacreon, The. 

Anatomist’s Hymn, The. 

See Living Temple, The. 

And have I coined my soul in words for 
naught.? Without title. Riv. iv, 8y. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1890, vol. lxv, 
page 409; in “Over the Teacups,” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 87. 

Five lines imagined to have been uttered by a 
young and unknown poet. In the Library of Con¬ 
gress manuscript of Over the Teacups. 

And which was sweetest it were hard to tell. 

See (Manuscript), 

(Andrew, John A.) (September 21, 1875.) 
Hymn for the Inauguration of the Statue 
of Governor Andrew. (Hingham, Massa¬ 
chusetts, October 7, 1875.) Riv. xiii (Hi), 
77; Cam. 229. 

Order of Exercises at the Inauguration of the 
Statue of Governor Andrew, October 7, 1875. 
See page 153. 


Boston Daily Advertiser, October 9, 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (1 louse- 
hold edition, published September), page 
298. 

Star Selections, 1876, compiled by J. H, (iood- 

rich (New York), 1877, page 91; with title: 
“John A. Andrew." 

A Memorial \’olume containing the Exercises 
at the Dedication of the Statue of John A. 
Andrew, October 8, 1875 (published 1878), 
page 23. 

The Harvard Holmes collection has a manu¬ 
script draft of the poem. The Wilson collection, 
(vol. II, page 577) has the manuscript which was 
used as printer’s copy. Dated “Sept. 21st 1875,” ,t 

has on it the admonition: I depend absolutely on 
seeing a proof’’ 

Angel of Peace. 

See Hymn of Peace, .-K. 

Angel-Thief, The. (Class meeting, Janu¬ 
ary 5,1888.) Riu, xii (it), 103; Cam. 7^7. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

The Latest Poems of the Class of 1829 (issued 
in 1891). 

The Berg collection, New York Public Library, 

has a manuscript of this poem with the title “Time 

the Despoiler and Liberator, 1829-1888”; dated: 
January 5th 1888. 

(Angier, Joseph.) Our Sweet Singer. J. A. 
1872; (Class meeting, January 4,1872.) Riv. 
(‘O’ 5 ^i Cam. /jj. 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1872, vol. xxix, 

page 496; in “The Poet,” with title: J. a! 

1871. 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, by Holmes, 

1872, page 134; with tide: J. A. 1871. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881). 
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Joseph Angier, whom this poem commemo¬ 
rates, had habitually been called on at class meet¬ 
ings to sing for the company assembled, the songs 
of *29. In the caption for this poem, as printed in 
Songs of Many Seasons, an asterisk has been 
placed over the initials J.A., below the title of the 
poem, this being the symbol used in the Harvard 
triennial catalogue of the alumni to indicate a 
person deceased, that is, numbered with the 
“stelligeri.” James Russell Lowell in The Harvard 
Boo\, 1875, voL II, page 165, speaks thus of 
Angier: 

Who that ever heard that truly angelic voice, 
that clear, unwrinkled song, but will always 
reckon it among the felicities of his life? It 
was not scientific singing; it was the furthest 
from that; but it was simple, sweet, and pa¬ 
thetic as the warble of a bird in the hazy au¬ 
tumn days when such music is pensive with 
farewells. It had a penetrating melancholy that 
trembled in the fibres of the brain and lost it¬ 
self in tender vibration of revery long after it 
had ceased. 

The manuscript records of the class (Harvard 
archives) contain at page 185 a copy (in the sec¬ 
retary’s hand) of the poem as it was read at the 
class meeting. The text differs from that of The 
Atlantic printing, and May, whose conscientious¬ 
ness is astonishing, has made a careful note of 
the differences (page 186). 

Another’s! ^v. vi, 224. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1867, vol. xx, page 
5; in “The Guardian Angel.” 

The Guardian Angel, by Holmes, 1867, 

219. 

Fragment of a poem assumed to have been 
written by Gifted Hopkins in The Guardian 


Answer to an Invitation to Visit the Island. 

This title was used in Verses from the Island 


for “To Governor Swain”; see (Naushon, 
1851). 

Appeal, An. 

This tide was used for “Never or Now,” in 
Pen-Pictures of the War, by Ledyard Bill, 1864, 
and in Lyrics of Loyalty, by Frank Moore, 1864. 

Appeal for “The Old South.” 

See (Old South Church). 

April. 

This title was used for a brief extract from 
“Spring,” in Silhouettes and Songs, by Edward 
Everett Hale, 1876. 

April ever fair and frail. 

This heading was used for a selection from 
“Spring” in April, by Oscar Fay Adams, 1886. 

Archbishop and Gil Bias, The. A Modern¬ 
ized Version. (Class meeting, January 9, 
1879.) Riv. xii (a), 8j; Cam. 141. 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1880, vol. xlvi, 
page 205. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881); with title: “A Dia¬ 
logue. Senex-Juvenis.” 

The original manuscript, with the title A Dia¬ 
logue—Senex—Juvenis,” is in the papers of the 
class of ’29, Harvard archives. It differs somewhat 

from the printed versions. 

Holmes read the poem also at the Harvard Phi 
Beta Kappa dinner, July i, r88o, at which he pre¬ 
sided. A letter to Holmes by Charles Eliot Norton, 
July 12, 1880 (Harvard Holmes collection), refers 
to a poem read on this occasion without naming 
it; Holmes’s reply to Norton, July 15, 1880 (Wil¬ 
son collection, vol, ii, page 596), names this poem. 
Holmes’s saving it for over a year for this dinner 
would account for the delay in publication. 


[ 274 ] 



POEMS 


Army Hymn. Riv. xii(it),2p; Cam. ig6. 

FIVE STANZAS 

The Atlantic Monthly, June i 86 i, vol. vii, page 
757 (the Harvard library copy received May 
20 - 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 21, 1861; in 
“From the Atlantic.” 

Order of Exercises at the Prize Declamation, 
Public Latin School, Boston, May 25, 1861. 
See page 93. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

SIX STANZAS 

Boston Music Hall. Grand Jubilee Concert, 
January i, 1863. (Emancipation proclama¬ 
tion, program.) See page 96. 

Boston Evening Transcript, January 2, 1863. 

Dwight’s Journal of Music, January 10, 1863, 
vol. xxn, page 326; with an account of the 
concert. 

Army Hymn. Composed by Otto Dresel. 1863. 
See page 503. 

Autograph Leaves of Our Country’s Authors, 
1864; in facsimile of a fair copy. 

Certain leaflet printings are listed at page 94. 

For sheet music, see page 503. The extra stanza 

and the explanation for it are at page 97. 

Arrius says chommoda for commoda. 

See (Catullus: De Arrio, Ixxxii). 

As if a sunbeam toying with a flower. 

See (Manuscript). 

As o’er the glacier’s frozen sheet. 

See Song of Other Days, A. 

As o’er the goblet’s crystal brim. 

See (Naushon, 1857). 

As the river of New England. 

See (Massachusetts Medical Society, 1855). 


Ashuelot River, The. 

Verses with this title and with the initials 
“O.VV.H.” appear in The Lady's Boo{ and 
Ladies' American Magazine, edited by Mrs. Sarah 
J. Hale, November 1837, vol. xv, page 206. The 
lines are “Inscribed to Mrs. H.” and dated “Keene, 
N. H., August, 1837.” 

Holmes was personally acquainted with Mrs. 
Hale, and the distinctive initials are difhcult to 
ignore. The verses, however, are drearily bad, bad 
in a way Holmes’s poetry never is (he could and 
did write bad poetry, but not of this kind). He 
had no connection with New Hampshire until 
1838 (Dartmouth), and he was refusing to write 
for magazines in 1837. Among the editors whose 
pleas for verse he denied was Mrs. Hale. 

The editor is reluctant to claim these lines for 
Holmes. 

Astrza: The Balance of Illusions. (Phi Beta 

Kappa, Yale, August 14, 1850.) Cam. 80 
and 

New-York Tribune, August 16, 1850; 54 lines, 
32 from Holmes’s manuscript. 

Astraea, by Holmes, 1850. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes (London), 
1852. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), pages 80 and 333. 

Except for the 1852 London edition of Holmes’s 
poems, this poem does not appear in its original, 
complete form in any of the editions of Holmes’s 
collected poems until the Cambridge edition, 
where it is placed in the appendix. Seven extracts, 
embracing 318 of the 742 lines of the poem, were 
included in Songs in Many Keys, 1862, under the 
general heading “Pictures from Occasional Poems 
(1850-1856).’’ These seven poems now constitute 
pages 197.208 of the first volume of the Riverside 
edition and pages 80-85 of the Cambridge edition; 
they are: “Spring,” “TTie Study,” “The Bells,” 
“Non-Resistance,” “The Moral Bully,” “The 
Mind s Diet, and “Our Limitations,” q.v. 
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At a Birthday Festival. 

See (Lowell, 1859). 

At a Bookstall. 

This title was used for “Epilogue to the Break¬ 
fast-Table Series,” in a manuscript draft of the 
poem in the Harvard Holmes collection. 

At a Bookstore. 

See Epilogue to the Breakfast-Table Series. 

At a Dinner to Admiral Farragut. 

See (Farragut). 

At a Dinner to Agassiz. 

See (Agassiz, 1857). 

At a Dinner to General Grant. 

See (Grant). 

At a Meeting of Friends. (Holmes’s fiftieth 
birthday, August 29,1859.) Rit/, xi (i), 273; 
Cam. /08. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 293. 

Longfellow wrote in his journal: “A delightful 
dinner. Holmes made a charming little speech, 
with some verses at the end to round it off.” (Ufe 
of Longfellow, by Samuel Longfellow, 1891, vol. 
II, page 393.) 

At Dartmouth. 

See (Dartmouth College, 1839). 

At life’s gay banquet placed. Without title. 
Riv. i, t8$. 

The Atlantic Monthly, June 1858, vol. ii, page 
105; in “The Autocrat,” without tide. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 214; without title. 

This is a translation of one of the stanzas of 
Nicolas Joseph Laurent Gilbert's “Ode imitce de 


plusieurs psaumes,” written a week before the 
author s death, in 1780. The manuscript of 
Holmes's translation is with that of The Autocrat 
(Morgan Library). 

At My Fireside. (March i, 1888.) Riv. xiii 
(Hi), iig; Cam. 269. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888; as proem to the volume, dated 
March i, 1888. 

See page 344 for two manuscript fragments 
that may have originally been part of this poem. 

At the “Atlantic” Dinner. 

See (“Adantic” dinner, 1874). 

At the Banquet to the Chinese Embassy. 

See (Chinese Embassy). 

At the Banquet to the Grand Duke Alexis. 

See (Alexis, Grand Duke). 

At the Banquet to the Japanese Embassy. 

See (Japanese Embassy). 

At the Breakfast Given Me by Dr. Potter at 
the Union Club, New York, May 3,1879. 

See In Response. 

At the Close of a Course of Lectures. (Low¬ 
ell Institute, Boston, April 29, 1853.) Ri^- 
xi, (i), 229; Cam. 93. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

For an account of this course of lectures on the 
English poets, see Appendix 5, pages 534 ff. 

At the Dinner of the O.B.K. Society, 1885. 

See To the Poets Who Only Read and Listen. 

At the Pantomime. (1856.) Riv. xii (H)f 
210; Cam. 789. 
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VERSION A (1859) 

Gifts of Genius (copyright, 1859, New York, 

C. A. Davenport), page 260; with title: “The 
Beni-Israel 

VERSION B (1874) 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; with 
date: 18—, rewritten, 1874. 

There is a brief reference to this poem and four 
stanzas are quoted in Over the Teacups; see vol. 
IV, page 197, of the Riverside edition. 

(The poem, with the title “A Hebrew Tale,” 
was among four poems used by Holmes in his 
lyceum lecture, “The Lyrical Passion”—1856/7 
season. The Boston journal for January 16, 1857, 
quotes two lines. See Appendix 5. 

(The Harvard Holmes collection has the manu¬ 
script in an envelope labeled by Holmes “Frag¬ 
ments of a poem as originally written.” The whole 
poem is there; the note on the first fragment, 
“five minutes,” suggests that the poem was written 
especially to be read as part of the lecture.— Ed.) 

At the Papyrus Club. 

See (Papyrus Club). 

At the Saturday Club. 

See (Saturday Club). 

At the Summit. (Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
June 14,1882.) Riv. xiit (tii), 727; Cam. 272. 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1882, vol. l, 
page 164. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 

Holmes, 1888; as the first of “Two Poems to 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, on her Seventieth 
Birthday.” 

Holmes’s corrected early draft has recently been 
added to the Harvard Holmes collection; his 
manuscript as prepared for The Atlantic is in the 
Aldrich papers, Harvard library. 

At the Turn of the Road. Riv. xiii (Hi), igj; 
Cam. ^04, 


1 he Adantic Monthly, October i8<)0, voL i.xvi, 
page 547; in "Over the Teacups.” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 288. 

There arc two versions of this [xx-rn inserted m 

the manuscript of Over the Teacups (Library of 

Congress), the first dated August 19, the second, 
October 12. 


At the Unitarian Festival. 

See (Unitarian Festival, Boston, 1882). 

(Athenaeum Gallery of Paintings.) 

It was evidently a fad with the younger Boston 
poets of the early thirties to visit the annual ex¬ 
hibitions of paintings held at the Boston Athen- 
2:um and, thus inspired, to write verses character¬ 
izing the pictures that most appealed to their 
fancies. The vogue was no doubt encouraged by 
Frederic S. Flill, publisher of two Boston literary 
journals, the Mew-England Galaxy, a weekly, and 
The Amateur, a semimonthly, for he set aside sec¬ 
tions of these publications to receive such lucubra¬ 
tions, printing them under the large-type head¬ 
ing "The Athenaeum Gallery.” the authors not 
being named. Later, Hill reprinted these verses 
in a thin volume, Illustrations of the Athenaeum 
Gallery of Paintings, 1830, described at page 18. 
where the contents are listed, with the names of 
the three authors, now revealed from penciled 
notes in the copies from Dr. Holmes’s library. 


ii 


Atlantic’' breakfast, 1879. 

See, Iron Gate, The. 


(“Atlantic” dinner, 1874.) At the “At¬ 
lantic” Dinner. (Boston, December 15, 
1874.) xiti (Hi), 12; Cam. 227. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House- 
hold edition), page 296. 

Holmes did not permit this poem to be pub¬ 
lished m The Atlantic Monthly, althouah How¬ 
ells, on December 21, r874, begged for it (letter 
in the Library of Congress). 
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Auld Lang Syne (Come youth and age). 

This song has been wrongly attributed to 
Holmes. It was distributed in leaflet form at the 
dinner, September 8, 1836, on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the founding of Harvard College. 
John Pierce (Harvard College, 1793), in his man¬ 
uscript diary (Massachusetts Historical Society), 
describing in great detail the proceedings of this 
day, states categorically that the song was written 
by Dr. Frothingham, referring to Nathaniel 
Langdon Frothingham, of the class of 1811. 
Holmes’s contribution to this gathering was “A 
Song for the Centennial Celebration of Harvard 
College, 1836.” 

Aunt Tabitha. The Young Girl’s Poem. 
Riv. xii ( ii), 164; Cam. lyi. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1872, vol. xxix, 
page 349; in “The Poet.” 

The Buyers* Manual and Business Guide. . . 
Compiled by J. Price and C. S. Haley.. . San 
Francisco. . . . 1872 (flyleaf date on Yale li¬ 
brary copy is 21 Aug. 1872), page 143; poem 
credited to The Atlantic for March. 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, by Holmes, 
1872 (published October), page 102. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; the 
poem dated 1872. 

This poem was parodied in the Fall Mall Ga¬ 
zette, July 20,1892, for the English elections, with 
the title “Sir Tabitha and the Fleshpots,” signed: 
S. 

(Autograph.) This is Autograph number 
one. (January 26,1864.) Without title. 

The original manuscript of these amusing lines 
is preserved in the Etting Collection of American 
Authors of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
The manuscript is endorsed “Mrs. Chr. J. Bowen 
for the Baltimore Fair.” Miss Elizabeth C. Lit- 
singer, of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti¬ 
more, has, upon investigation, found that Mrs. 
Charles J. Bowen was the wife of the chaplain 
of the National Hospital in Baltimore, and that 


she, in 1864, first suggested that a fair be held in 
Baltimore for the benefit of the United States 
Christian Commission. She visited Boston to con¬ 
sult with those who had been active in a similar 
undertaking there and presumably saw Holmes 
during her visit. The result was the fair held at 
the Maryland Institute in Baltimore, April 18 to 
30, 1864. Without much doubt, it was for this 
fair that Holmes wrote the couplets here printed. 
Each couplet is followed by Holmes’s signature 
and the date, Boston, January 26th 1864, thus 
making it possible, if so desired, to cut the series 
apart, in order to sell the autographs separately. 

This is Autograph number one. 

The first of a dozen I’ve just begun. 

This is Autograph number two, 

Written, my lady, express for you. 

This is Autograph number three. 

Warranted genuine. Signed my me 

This is Autograph number four. 

Shouldn’t you think it would be a bore? 

This is Autograph number five,— 

Fifth of a dozen—if I survive. 

This is Autograph number six. 

(You pays your money and takes your picks.) 

This is Autograph number seven. 

(More than half of ’em done, thank heaven!) 

This is Autograph number eight. 

“Fond of writing ’em?” Fas si betel 

TTiis is Autograph number nine. 

It is, and it isn’t, both yours and mine. 

This is Autograph number ten. 

Six volumes written with this same pen. 

This is Autograph number eleven. 

Warranted his by whom ’tis given. 

This is Autograph twelfth and last. 

What is so pleasant as trouble past? 

(Autograph.) When next you wish an 
autograph. 

The following lines are copied from a manu¬ 
script in the Harvard Holmes collection: 
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When next you wish an autograph, I hope 
You’ll furnish paper, stamp and envelope; 
Why, when you tax a hard-worked weary man, 
Not save him all the trouble that you can? 

Ave. Prelude to “Illustrated Poems.” (July 
24,1884.) Riv. xiii (in), 162; Cam. 286. 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1884, vol. liv, 
page 456; dated: Beverly Farms, July 24, 
1884. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885 (published 
November 1884); as prologue. See page 198. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

Avis. (1858.) Rit/. xi (i), 250; Cam. 100. 

The Atlantic Monthly, December 1858, vol. 11, 
page 893; in “The Autocrat Gives a Break¬ 
fast to the Public.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The note in the Cambridge edition, explaining 
this poem, is copied from The Atlantic Monthly 
of December 1858. A more detailed account is in 
Holmes’s lyceum lecture, “The Chief End of 
Man,” as reported in the Cambridge Chronicle, 
December 4, 1858, as follows: 

Or take a case never before told, of a poor, 
neglected colored child, who was brought to 
one of our New England institutions, where 
poor, degraded girls are received and cared for, 
and who was suffering under a loathsome dis¬ 
ease, requiring cares which nothing but the 
tenderest love could make in any degree toler¬ 
able. Where was this wretched being to look? 
God sent one of his ministering angels, a fair 
young girl, who came forward and offered her 
services, and attended her most devotedly 
until her cares were no longer needed. The 
angel nature that stirred within her enabled 
her to overcome natural repugnance and her 
chosen task was performed quietly, willingly, 
and without hope of earthly reward. She could 
not have done this having no end in view but 
her own self-pleasing. 


The poem was probably first read in public 
when Holmes delivered his lecture in Charles¬ 
town, Massachusetts, November 16, 1858, before 
the Mishawum Literary Association. 

Avon to the Severn runs, The. 

See (Wycliffe). 

B 

Bachelor’s Private Journal, A. 

See From a Bachelor’s Private Journal. 

Ballad of the Boston Tea-Party, A. (Massa¬ 
chusetts Historical Society, iSecember 16, 
1873.) Riv. xii (ii), 2/5; Cam. igo. 

The Atlantic Monthly, February 1874, vol. 
xxxiii, page 219. 

Proceedings of a Special Meeting of the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Historical Society, being the looth 
Anniversary of the Destruction of the Tea 
in Boston Harbor, 1874. Also in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Society, 1873-75, ''ol* xiii 
(published 1875), P^ge 202. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885, illustrated 
by George R. Barse. 

Dorothy Q, together with a Ballad of the Bos¬ 
ton Tea-Party, by Holmes, with Illustrations 
by Howard Pyle, 1893. 

Ballad of the Oysterman, The. Tiiv. xiii (iti), 
268; Cam. 529. 

The Amateur, Boston, July 17, 1830, vol. i, 
page 17; unsigned. “For the Amateur.” 

Love and Oysters; as sung by Mr G. Dixon 
(1831). See page 20. 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833, page 36. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

For a record of broadside printings, see page 
20; for sheet-music editions, see page 503. Some 
of the broadside printings and occasional songsters 
contain an added stanza, quoted at page 21. 
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(Baltimore Fair, 1864.) 

See (Autograph). This is Autograph number 
one. 

Banditti. 

See Music Grinders, The. 

Banker’s Dinner, The. 

See Banker’s Secret, The. 

Banker s Secret, The. (November 14, 
1855.) Rtv, xiti (lii), 205; Cam, 307. 

(The Hearts Own Secret.) Private Copy. 

(1855, without title.) See page 63. 

Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 
1856, vol. II, page 39; extract, with indica¬ 
tion that it is, “From ‘The Banker’s Dinner.’ ” 
Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; with 
title: “The Banker’s Dinner.” 

Bankrupt! Our pockets inside out! 

See (Peabody, George). 

Banquet to the Chinese Embassy. 

See (Chinese Embassy). 

Banquet to the Grand Duke Alexis. 

See (Alexis, Grand Duke). 

Banquet to the Japanese Embassy. 

See (Japanese Embassy). 

Bar Harbor. 

See Maison d’Or, La. 

Battle-Hymn in Honour of Sir John Hee- 
nan. 

Erroneously attributed to Holmes, but by 
Charles Henry Webb; see Ives, page 313. 


Beauteous Morn. 

This tide was used for the poem “Fantasia,” as 
set to music by Edward German; see page 506. 

(Beecher, Henry Ward.) 

A limerick on Beecher, attributed to Holmes, is 
on page 47 of The Complete Limericl{ Bool{, by 
Langford Reed, published by Jarrolds, London 
(1924). No confirmation of this has been noted, 
and Mr. Reed does not specify whether he assigns 
it to the Doctor or the Justice. 

Before the Curfew. 

Before the publication of the Riverside edition 
(1891), the title “Before the Curfew” was used 
for the poem at present entitled “In the Twilight.” 
Beginning with the Riverside edition, “Before 
the Curfew” is the general title for a group of the 
later poems, including a little more than half of 
the poems formerly printed in the collection, Be^ 
fore the Curjew, and Other Poems, described at 
page 217. 

Bells, The. (Part of “Astraea,” Yale Phi 
Beta Kappa poem, August 14, 1850.) Riv. 
xi (i), 202; Cam. 8^. 

Astrara, by Holmes, page 19; without special 
title. See page 47. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; as a 
separate poem. 

There is a fair copy, not in Holmes’s hand, in 
the Harvard Holmes collection. 

Beni-Israel, The. 

This was the original tide of the poem “At the 
Pantomime.” See page 277. 

Benjamin Peirce, Astronomer, Mathemati¬ 
cian. 

See (Peirce). 

(Beranger.) 

See Bohemiens, Les. 


Battle of Lexington. 

See Lexington. 
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(Berkshire Agricultural Society, 1849.) 

Seg" Ploughman, The. 

(Berkshire Festival.) 

See (Berkshire Jubilee). 

(Berkshire Horticultural Society, 1854.) 

See New Eden, The. 

(Berkshire Jubilee.) Lines recited at the 
Berkshire Jubilee. (Pittsfield, August 23, 
1844.) Riv. xl (i), 82; Cam. 35. 

New York Evening Post, August 27, 1844; 
without title. 

Pittsfield Sun, August 29, 1844; without title. 
The Berkshire Jubilee, celebrated at Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts, August 22 and 23, 1844 {pub¬ 
lished 1845), page 162; preceded by Holmes’s 
introductory remarks, reprinted in the Cam¬ 
bridge edition of Holmes’s poems, page 33. 
Poems, by Holmes, 1846 (London). 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

The Berkshire “jubilee,” held in Pittsfield on 
August 22 and 23, 1844, for the purpose of 
providing a “homecoming” when the citizens of 
the region could gather with the many former 
residents, widely scattered, and with others to 
whom the place was dear because of their an¬ 
cestry or through summer residence. Holmes’s 
interest was through his great-grandfather Jacob 
Wendell, who had, more than a century before, 
acquired a large tract of land, some six miles 
square, at this point on the river. From 1849 to 

1857, Holmes made his summer residence in 
Pittsfield. 

According to the newspaper account the weath¬ 
er was not overly favorable to the jubilee, for on 
the first day the audience was forced to adjourn 
to the Congregational church because of a sud¬ 
den shower, and the next day the weather is de¬ 
scribed as unpropitious. A severe shower followed 
close after the end of the celebration, “accom¬ 
panied by a high wind, which prostrated the tent 
of Mr. Wright (the caterer) and broke a portion 


of his crockery.” A complete record of the occa¬ 
sion is in the pamphlet The Berkshire lubilee, 
noted above, and it is described in The Poet 

Among the Hills, by J. E. A. Smith, published in 
1895. 

In editions previous to the Riverside edition of 
1891, the title of the poem is given as "Lines Re¬ 
cited at the Berkshire Festival.” The change in 

the Riverside edition is made in the text, but not 
in the index. 

Bill and Joe. (Phi Beta Kappa dinner, Har¬ 
vard, July 16, 1868.) Riv. xii (it), /; Cam. 
113. 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1868, vol. 
XXII, page 313; unsigned. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 
Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881); with the following 
note. Although not written for a meeting of 
the Class, yet as the Class of 1829 is the sub¬ 
ject of them, and one of the Class their au¬ 
thor, these lines belong here. 

In the manuscript records of the class of ’29 
(page 173, Harvard archives), the secretary states 
that the poem was read at the class meeting of 
January 6, 1869, and Holmes “said he wished it 
had been written expressly for the Class, but he 
‘had to write it when he could.’ ” 

Against a proof for its printing in The .Atlantic 
(Holmes’s scrapbook. Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion),^ Holmes has written: “<I>BK Cambridge 
1868.”^ This is corroborated in Mrs. James T. 
Fields s diary {Memories of a Hostess, M. A. De- 
Wolfe Howe, 1922, page 37). Evidently James T. 

lelds kept the original manuscript; the manu¬ 
script used as printer’s copy for The Atlantic 
(Harvard Holmes collection) is not in Holmes’s 
hand but bears his autograph corrections and his 

note: “Mr. Fields had this copied from the origi¬ 
nal OWH.” ^ 

Birthday Festival, At a. 

See (Lowell, 1859). 
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Birthday of Daniel Webster. 

See (Webster, 1856). 

Birthday Tribute, A. 

See (Clarke, i860). 

Bishop, Corinna Haven. 

See To Corinna. 

Blank Sheet of Paper. 

See To a Blank Sheet of Paper. 

(Bohemian Club, San Francisco.) Message 
from San Francisco! (February 28, 1874.) 
Without title. 

San Francisco Examiner, October 9, 1894, 

Life and Letters of Holmes, by John T. Morse, 
Jr., 1896, vol. I, page 249. 

The Annals of the Bohemian Club, edited by 
R. H. Fletcher (Vol. i, copyright 1898], page 
57; with facsimile of the original telegram, an 
account of the circumstances, and Holmes’s 
letter of March 22, 1874, transmitting an 
autograph copy of the lines. 

Semi-Centennial High Jinks (Copyright Bohe¬ 
mian Club, 1922], page 23; page 37 has the 
poem, with the title “A Loving-Cup,” set to 
music for a male quartet by August Mignon 
April 1883, as explained at page 24. 

At the time of Holmes’s death the San Francis¬ 
co Examiner (October 9, 1894) told the story of 
the telegram as follows: 

“a sprig of western pine” 

How Olitfcr Wendell Holmes joined the 
Bohemian Club one February night in i8y^, 
and the great rejoicing thereat. 

Years and years ago when the Bohemian 
Club was in its infancy, in the days when mem¬ 
bers met in the Old Sacramento Street rooms, 
there was a Jinks. Dame Rumor, that veracious 
chronicler of all such events, has even forgot¬ 
ten the name of the fortunate or unfortunate 
sire of bacchanalian revelry; but any way 


there was a Jinks. Now a Jinks, especially a 
Jinks in the Bohemian Club, is not conducted 
on strictly temperance principles. TTiis one 
was no exception to the rule. The subject of 
the Jinks was the then famous Professor at 
the Breakfast Table. 

One member recited “Old Ironsides,” and a 
moment later another capped it with ‘‘The 
Height of the Ridiculous.” “The Chambered 
Nautilus” was followed by “The One-Hoss 
Shay.” And so it went until some spirit bolder 
than the rest indited a telegram to the good, 
gray poet of Boston, informing him of his 
election to the Bohemian Club, with all the 
privileges appertaining thereunto, and sent it 
before the more sober members could protest. 

Now, Boston is three hours nearer the ris¬ 
ing sun than San Francisco. The telegram had 
scarce left the clubrooms before some mathe¬ 
matically inclined member had discovered 
that it would be midnight or later ere the 
New England doctor and poet would receive 
the satisfaction of election. 

Judge of the astonishment of the rollicking 
Bohemian crew when a uniformed messenger 
of the telegraph company ran up the steps 
with the following message and asked, “Is 
dere any answer?” 

Message from San Francisco! Whisper low, 
Asleep in bed an hour or so ago, 

While on his peaceful pillow he reclines, 

Say to his friend who sent these loving lines: 
“Silent, unanswering, still to friendship true. 

He smiles in slumber, for he dreams of you. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
Boston, February 28, 1874, midnight. 

When the wires bore the sad tidings of the 
death of the dear Old New England poet, the 
Bohemians sent a last message bearing love 
and loyalty to the member who had never 
registered—Oliver Wendell Holmes and on 
his coffin, when he is laid to rest beneath the 
sod of Mount Auburn Cemetery, will rest “a 
sprig of Western Pine.” 
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Bohemiens, Les. 

The Knickerbocker, New York, July, 1858, vol. 
Lii, page 36. From the French of Berangcr. 


vol. XIX, page 300). One of these songs may have 
been “The Stethoscope Song," q.v., but this is only 
a conjecture. 


Bonaparte, Aug. 15, 1769.—Humboldt, 
Sept. 14,1769. 

See Humboldt’s Birthday. 


Boston Athenxum. 


See (Athenaeum Gallery of Paintings). 


Boston Bar Association. 

See (Holmes, O. W., Jr., 1883). 


Boston Church Bells. 

This title was used in The Boston Boo{, 1850, 
for a selection from the poem "A Rhymed Les¬ 
son." 

Boston Common: Three Pictures. For the 
fair in aid of the fund to procure Ball’s 
statue of Washington, (November 14, 
1859.) xi (i), 276; Cam. log. 

Boston Common, by Holmes, 1859. (Leaflet.) 
See page 85. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; the 
poem dated: November 14, 1859. The fair 
opened on the sixteenth. 

Boston Fire, 1872. 

See After the Fire. 

(Boston Medical Association. Nov. 8,1838. 
Two Songs.) 

At a dinner for Dr. James Jackson and Dr. 
John Collins Warren, given by the Boston Medi¬ 
cal Association, November 8,1838, “The gratifica¬ 
tion of the company was not a little increased by 
several glees and songs from different gendemen, 
among which two original songs by Dr. Holmes 
were pre-eminently applauded” (The Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, December 12, 1838, 


(Boston Music Hall, Celebration, 1868.) 

A letter in the Wilson collection (vol. 11, page 
561), of August 19 ,1868,, speaks of a poem al¬ 
ready written for the Music Hall celebration and 
says that the celebration has been given up. 

Boston Music Hall Organ. 

See Impromptu, An. At the Waicker Dinner. 


(Boston Pier.) For the Centennial Dinner 
of the Proprietors of Boston Pier, or the 
Long Wharf. (April 16,1873.) xii (it), 
297; Cam. 220. 

Centennial of the Boston Pier, or the Long 
Wharf Corporation, 1873, page 19; preceded 
by "Remarks.” 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The original manuscript, corrected to the 
present reading, is in the Library of Congress. 

(Boston Public Library.) For the Dedica¬ 
tion of the New City Library, Boston. (No¬ 
vember 28, 1888.) Rw. xiti (lii), 181; Cam. 
293. 

(Private printing, dated: November 28, i888.) 
See page 221. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, November 29, 1888; 
without title. 

Proceedings on the Occasion of Laying the 
Corner-Stone of the New Library Building 
of the City of Boston, November 28, 1888 
(published 1889), page (19). 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 181. 

The Library of Congress has a rough draft of 
SIX stanzas, a carefully corrected copy of the whole 
(signed and dated November 26th 1888), and a 
fair copy with title, signature, and date. 
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(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1837.) (Anniversary party, February 13, 

1837. ) 

The manuscript records of the Boston Society 
for Medical Improvement note under the date 
December 24, 1836, that Holmes is chosen as poet 
for the anniversary dinner (vol. iii, page 19), Un¬ 
der the date February 13, 1837, the records de¬ 
scribe the anniversary party, held at the Shawmut 
House. The secretary reports: “Dr, Holmes also 
recited a very ingenious and highly wrought de¬ 
scription of two scourges of the human race, 
malaria & syphilis” (vol. iii, page 25). On the 
twenty-seventh, the Society voted its thanks to 
Holmes for “his ingenious and witty poem” (vol. 
Ill, page 26). 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1838. ) (Anniversary party, February 7, 

1838. ) 

The manuscript records of the Society note un¬ 
der the date January 8 that Holmes has been ap¬ 
pointed poet and under the date February 7 that 
he gave a poem at the anniversary party held at 
the American House (vol. in, page 75, 82). The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, February 
21, 1838, vol. xviii, page 50, notes that Holmes’s 
poem was conceived in a spirit of playful satire 
and was delivered in a most happy and finished 
manner. It is undoubtedly this poem to which 
Holmes referred in a letter of February 3 to 
Phinehas Barnes (Morse, vol. i, page 168). See 
also An Unpublished Poem,” pages 248 and 409, 
and A Stethoscope Song,” page 395. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1839. ) Song. (Anniversary party, February 
7,1839.) 

The records of the Society note that Holmes 
provided an “original song” for the anniversary 
party held at the American House, February 7, 
1839 (vol. Ill, page 192). For this occasion, Holmes 
was not the official poet, but he was a member of 
the committee arranging for the party. 


(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1840.) 

See Unpublished Poem, An, pages 248 and 409. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1847.) 

See On Lending a Punch-Bovvl. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1849.) (Anniversary party, February 27, 
1849.) 

The manuscript records (Boston Medical Li¬ 
brary) of the Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment (vol. VI, page 65) note that the anniversary 
party for 1849 was held on February 27 at the 
home of Dr. Hayward. There is no reference to a 
poem by Holmes, but a manuscript of verses to 
Holmes, dated February 28, 1849 (Library of 
Congress), shows plainly that Holmes had read 
a poem “last night.” The poem to Holmes, by 
“Tuus Pupillus quondam,” is an apology for an 
unintended unkindness to Holmes. The sin. com¬ 
mitted on Sunday, has, the writer thinks, “served 
to point one last night’s line.” The verses begin 
with what is obviously a quotation from Holmes s 
poem of the evening before: 

“Still see the “Dr.” on my sign, 

And count me with the rest.” 

The apologetic sometime pupil had evidently 
made some jesting allusion to Holmes’s no longer 
being a practicing physician (Holmes retired from 
active practice January i, 1849, and from the staff 
of the Massachusetts General Hospital in April), 
which allusion, he laments, had for Holmes 
“wrongful seeming.” 

Boston Tea-Party. 

See Ballad of the Boston Tea-Party, A. 

Boston to Florence. (January 5,1881.) 
xiii (in), Cam. 276. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1881, vol. xlvii, 
page 412. 
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The Poetical Works of Holmes, i88i (Handy 
Volume edition), vol. n, page 368. 

Sent on January 5, r88i, to the Philological Cir¬ 
cle of Florence, Italy, for its meeting to be held 
January 27, 1881, to commemorate the first con¬ 
demnation of Dante; the date of transmission, 
January 5, is derived from a letter from Holmes 
to Howells (misdated 1880 by Holmes, Harvard 
library) in which he writes that he has sent the 
sonnet “this day.’* 

An undated fair copy of the poem is in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. 

(Boston Young Men’s Christian Union, 
1882.) 

See Youth. 

(Boston Young Men’s Christian Union, 
1893.) Hymn Written for the Twenty- 
Fifth Anniversary of the Reorganization 
of the Boston Young Men’s Christian 
Union. (May 31, 1893.) Cam, 2gS, “Our 
Father! while our hearts unlearn.” 

Hymn Written for the Reception, etc., 1893. 

(Light card.) See page 243. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June i, 1893. 

Standard Recitations, by Frances P. Sullivan, 
no. 39, March (i/c] 1893, page 46. 

Life of Holmes, by E. E. Brown, reissue, 1894, 
page 318. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 298. 

There is a manuscript, dated May 28th, in the 
Library of Congress. 

Boys, The. (Class meeting, January 6, 
1859.) 77; Cam. 118. 

The Atlantic Monthly, February 1859, vol. iii, 
page 240; in “The Professor.” 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 61. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 2d edi¬ 
tion, Boston, 1859. 


Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, iHba. 

According to The Literary World (boston) of 
September 13, 1890, Holmes said he had more re¬ 
quests to identify “The Boys” than to anssver any 
other question about his works. The Cambridge 
edition of Holmes’s poems (page 340) prints 
what wc may perhaps consider the official list, but 
in replies to different correspondents Holmes 
varied the names somewhat. In the greater num¬ 
ber of cases the identity is unquestionable, but in 
some instances Holmes probably did not desire to 
be specific. In a letter (New York Public Library) 
to a Miss Habersham, written in 1881, he states 
that the Doctor was Francis Thomas “as prob¬ 
ably as any of the two or three physicians”; that 
the Member of Congress was the Hon. George 
T. Davis, “though we had two others, Isaac Ed¬ 
ward Morse, of Louisiana, and Taylor, of New 
York State”; the “Reverend might be Rev. fames 
Freeman Clarke, or Rev. Chandler Robbins, or 
Rev. William H. Channing, etc.” In the manu¬ 
script record book (page 103) of the class of 1829, 
someone has penciled against the “boy laughing” 
the names Richardson, Phillips, Crowninshield. 

The manuscript is in the manuscript of The 
Professor (Huntington Library). 

Brave Bird o’ fredum. 

5 ee (Lowell, ,885). To f. R. L. Homeward 
Bound. 

Brave Old South, The. 

See (Old South Church). 

Britain and America. 

This title was used for “A Good Time Going,” 
in The Canadian Journal of Industry, Science, and 
Art, July 1858, new series vol. iii, page ^65. 

Broken Circle, The. (Class meeting, Janu¬ 
ary 6,1887.) Rtv. xii(ti), loi; Cam. 

The Atlantic Monthly, June 1887, vol. lix, 
page^842; m “Our Hundred Days in Eu- 
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Our Hundred Days in Europe, by Holmes, 
1887, page 170. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

The Latest Poems of the Class of 1829 (issued 
in 1891). 

There are two manuscripts in the Library of 
Congress. 

(Brooklyn and Long Island Sanitary Fair.) 

See Weary. 

Broomstick Train, The; or, The Return of 
the Witches. Rit/. xiii (Hi), igi; Cam. ^01. 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1890, vol. lxvi, 
page 246; in “Over the Teacups.” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891. 

The Carrier’s Dream and The Broomstick 
Train, January i, 1891, Salem, 1891. See 
page 225. 

The Broomstick Train (n.d., Roxbury, Massa¬ 
chusetts, South End Industrial School Press). 
See page 225. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 191. 

The original manuscripts of this poem (two 
drafts with the manuscript of Over the Teacups, 
Library of Congress) have the title “The Witches 
on the Rail.” 

Brother Jonathan’s Lament for Sister Caro¬ 
line. (March 25, 1861.) Riv, xi (i), 284; 

Cam. III. 

The Atlantic Monthly, May 1861, vol. vii, page 
613; unsigned. 

War Songs of the American Union, Boston 
(copyright April), i86t, page 70. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862 (pub¬ 
lished November 1861); dated: March 25, 
1861. 

(Browning.) 

See (After a Lecture on Tennyson and Brown- 

ing)- 


Bryant’s Seventieth Birthday. (Bryant Fes¬ 
tival, New York, November 5, 1864.) Riv. 
xii (ii), 250; Cam. 202. 

TTie Atlantic Monthly, December 1864, vol. xiv, 

page 738; unsigned, dated: November 3, 
1864. 

The Bryant Festival at “The Century,” 1865, 
43J liigh praise of the poem and 
the manner in which it was read by the au¬ 
thor; published in two editions, a large, il¬ 
lustrated edition and a small one without 
plates. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The manuscript in the Library of Congress is 
in the hand of Dr. Holmes’s wife, with a few cor¬ 
rections in his hand and the note: “copied by 
A.L.H.” He has altered the date from November 
4th to 3d. A letter to Bancroft (Massachusetts 
Historical Society), dated November 7, 1864, re¬ 
fers to this manuscript, but asks Bancroft to look 
for his own which he has lost. (Holmes stayed 
with the Bancrofts when he went to New York 
for this occasion.) 

Build Thee More Stately Mansions. 

TTiis title was used for musical renderings of 
“The Chambered Nautilus.” See page 505. 

Bunker-Hill Battle. 

See Grandmother’s Story of Bunker-Hill Battle. 

Bunker-Hill Battle and Other Poems 
(1874-1877). 

Title given to a group of poems in the Riverside 
and Cambridge editions. 

(Burns, 1856.) For the Meeting of the 
Burns Club. (Boston, January 25, 1856.) 
Riv. xi (i), 240; Cam. 97. “The mountains 

glitter in the snow.” 

Saturday Evening Gazette (Boston), January 
26, 1856. 
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Boston Evening Transcript, January 29, 1856; 
including Holmes’s introductory lines, be¬ 
ginning “I have come with the rest.” 

Celebration of the Hundredth Anniversary of 
the Birth of Robert Burns, Boston, 1859, 
page 19; with the introductory lines. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; without 
the introductory lines. 

Holmes s introductory lines are not included in 
the editions of his works but were printed by Ives 
(page 28). In his own copy of the anniversary 
volume, Holmes has crossed out these lines (Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection). 

(Burns, 1859.) For the Burns Centennial 
Celebration. (Boston, January 25, 1859.) 
Riv. xi (i), 2^1; Cam. loy. “His birthday.” 

Boston Evening Transcript, January 26, 1859. 

Celebration of the Hundredth Anniversary of 
the Birth of Robert Burns, by the Boston 
Burns Club, January 25th 1859, page 44. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

But One Talent. Cam. 2g^. 

The Atlantic Monthly, December 1890, vol. 
Lxvi, page 833. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 295. 

The manuscript, with the title “The One Tal- 
ent, IS in the Library of Congress, being the one 
prepared for The Atlantic and bearing the note 
“Dec-Atl. Proof to Dr Holmes.” 


The Atlantic Monthly, February 1884, vol. liii, 

page 291; without title and unsigned, in 
''The Contributor’s Club.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1890, vul. lxv, 
page 412; in “Over the Teacups.” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 93. 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 188. 

Cacoethes Scribendi, by Holmes (wood en¬ 
graving by Fritz Eichenberg), 1946 (Madi¬ 
son, N.J.). 

Harvard has two manuscripts: one an early 
draft with pencil corrections (Holmes collection), 
the other a fair copy (Aldrich papers); the poem’ 
also appears twice in the manuscript of Ot^er the 
Teacups (Library of Congress). 

Caged Lion. 

See To a Caged Lion. 

Call him not old whose visionary brain. 
Riv. i, 77^. 

See Old Player, The. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Cambridge Churchyard, The. 

Hymn—The Word of Promise. 
(Manuscript.) In the dead season. 

Old Cambridge. 

Our Home—Our Country. 

Under the Washington Elm. 


But thou, poor dreamer, who hast vainly 
thought. 

See Unpublished Poem, An. 

(Byron.) 

See (In a Lecture on Byron and Moore). 


c 

Cacoethes Scribendi. Riv. xiii (iii), 188; 
Cam. 300. 


Cambridge Churchyard, The. (Part of the 
poem “Poetry,” Harvard Phi Beta Kappa 
poem, September i, 1836.) Riv. xi (i), 5; 
Cam. 5. 










In the 1836 edition of Holmes’s poems these 

lines are not given a special title, as printed in the 

te.\t, but are listed under the above title in the 

table of contents. They first appeared in the col- 

lected editions as a separate poem in the House- 
hold edition of 1877, 
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Camilla. (Festival of St. Stephen’s Parish, 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, August 9, 1855.) 
Ives, 14. 

Berkshire County Eagle, Pittsfield, August 17, 
1855. 

The Poet Among the Hills, by J. E. A. Smith, 
1895, page 153; with an account of the oc¬ 
casion. 


The Berf{^shire County Eagle prints the follow¬ 
ing report: 


The Festival given, last Thursday (August 
9] evening, by the ladies of St. Stephen’s 
Parish, at West’s Hall, was an occasion of 
rare enjoyment. .. . The most notable feature 
of the evening was the receipt of three letters 
for the P.O. from Dr. O.W. Holmes, who is a 
constant attendant at St. Stephen’s. The first 

was addressed to Mrs. M-, a lady who 

had obtained the letters from the poet, in spite 
of the press of engagements which prevented 
his acceding to the first request for a contribu¬ 
tion. Hearing of the Doctor’s declination to 
write, she,~not willing to “give it up so,” 
with a friend, dashed off on horseback to his 
residence, and secured the prize. The Doctor 
in assisting his fair besieger to remount, per¬ 
haps being poetically nervous, did not cal¬ 
culate with precise accuracy the amount of 
force requisite to place her gracefully in her 
saddle. The saddle, however, was regained 
without a fall and the incident gave a cue to 
the following graceful lines, which were sent 
through the Festival Post Office; and which 
we, thinking them altogether too good to be 
hid in a lady’s drawer, have begged for publi¬ 
cation and finally secured. 

The other two contributions by Holmes to 
which the Eagle refers were “sentiments” and ac¬ 
companying poems, recorded at pages 303 and 
299, under the titles “Fair lady, whosoe’er thou 
art” and “A Dollar’s Worth.” A clipping of the 
Eagles account in the Harvard Holmes collection 
has a manuscript note identifying Mrs, M- 


as “Mrs. Morewood—whom I tried to help get 
on horseback.” 

Canaan. 

See To Canaan. 


(Canadian war song.) 

In a letter to Lowell, November 29, 1846 
(Morse, vol, i, page 296), Holmes refers to “a 
Canadian war song, which my better feeling 
prompted me not to print.” The immediately 
preceding sentence alludes to his Phi Beta Kappa 
poem of 1836; the war song he says was written 
some years afterward. Possibly the poem was in¬ 
spired by the Oregon boundary dispute, although 
one would expect him then, writing in 1846, to 
say “a few years ago.” Another possible subject 
would be the 1837-1838 uprisings in Canada, 
which, although abortive, attracted a good deal of 
attention. 

Cannibal, The. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, April 1830, no. 3, 
page 103; unsigned, but starred in the table 

of contents, see page 15. 

(Catullus: De Arrio, Ixxxii.) Arrius says 
r^ommoda. Without title. 

The following translation is from a manuscript 
in the Harvard Holmes collection. Holmes quotes 
the Latin in The Poet at the Breal{fast-Table, Rtv. 

Hi, 324. 

Arrius says cAommoda for commoda; 
//insidias for insidias he must say. 

Counting his language wonderful polite 
He says /tinsidias with all his might. 

Just so, I think, his mother used to do, 

His uncle, grandsire and his grandam too. 

At length, to Syria sent, our Arrius goes 
And so our ears obtain a brief repose; 

Soft, smooth once more becomes each self¬ 
same word. 

When all at once the horrid tale is heard 
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Ionia's wave, since Arrius came must be, 

No more the Ionian, but the //lonian Sea! 

Celebrated Rallying Song, The. 

Heading applied by H. M. Higgins in bis sheet- 
music and songster printing of "Never or Now,” 
q.v. 

(Centennial Exhibition, Philadelphia, 
1876.) 

See Welcome to the Nations. 

(Century Club, New York, 1879.) 

See In Response. 

Chambered Nautilus, The. Riv. xii (ii), 
loy; Cam. iqg. 

The Atlantic Monthly, February 1858, vol. i, 
page 468; in “The Autocrat.” 

Report of the Twenty-Fourth National Anti- 
Slavery Festival, Boston, 1858; on the inside 
of the back cover: “From the Atlantic Month¬ 
ly.” (Published after January 29, 1858.) 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page no. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Nautilus. With a Latin translation, signed 
“E.S.D.,” [being Epes Sargent Dixwell, of 
the Harvard class of 1827,. Dated: 29 Aug. 

1879. P‘'^ge 175. 

Dixwell’s translation of the poem is also in his 
Otia Senectutis, privately printed, 1885, page 29. 

For sheet music, see page 504. 

In a letter to George Bancroft, December 5, 

1864 (Huntington Library), Holmes writes: “As 
you seem to have my little book I wish to ask of 
you the favor to read one poem—‘The Chambered 
Nautilus, not to trouble yourself with express¬ 
ing an opinion about it, but because I think it 

more complete as a lyric than almost any other I 
have written.” 

A note (evoked by a passage in Our Hundred 
Days) by Sir William Osier in the Montreal Med¬ 
ical Journal (January 1889, vol. xvii, page 557) 
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brought from Holmes an answer to the question 
of wliethcr he would prefer to be known as the 
author of “The Chambered Nautilus" or of the 
essay The Contagiousness of Puerperal Feuer. 
Osier printed Holmes’s letter (January 21, 1889) 
in the Montreal Medical Journal for April (vol. 
XVII, page 796). 1 he letter has been frequently re¬ 
printed, appearing in Osier’s An Alabama Stu¬ 
dent, 1908, page 65, and in Harvey Cushing’s 
Life of Sir WilUam Osier, 1905, vol. i, page 301; 
the essential portion is in Morse, vol. i, page 225. ’ 
The manuscript of the poem is with that of The 
Autocrat, in the Morgan Library. 

(Channing Home for Sick and Destitute 
Women, 1859.) 

See Promise, The. 

Chanson without Music. By the Professor 
Emeritus of Dead and Live Languages. 
(Phi Beta Kappa dinner, Harvard, July 18, 
1867.) Riit. xit (it), 29^; Cam, 2ig. 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1867, vol. 

XX, page 543; unsigned. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

Holmes wrote about the poem to his classmate 

Charles Fay as follows (original letter in Harvard 
library): 

Boston Nov. 19th 1867 

My dear Charles, 

I am mightily pleased with your question 
and the interest you take in the little poem 
“Chanson without music.” I will tell you what 
I thought It (^;c| of it,—that it was graceful 
and lively and had one singularity which gave 
It value in my own foolish eyes-namely, that 
It gave an airy, modern, Frenchy, real tone to 
the reminiscence of the old Greek lyrical poet. 

I would not let them print it at first, but Mr. 
Fields came back to the charge and seemed to 
want It so much that I gave in. When I came 
to read it in print I liked it, as I just had the 
frankness to tell you,—I don’t [know?, 
whether for any wit it has so much as for its 
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easy swing as it seems to me, and the natural 
sort of way in which the different scraps of 
language run together. 

There! That is what I call making a clean 
breast of it. You ask me how I like my poem 
relatively and I tell you I like it absolutely. I 
think in its trivial way it is as good as any 
thing of the kind I have done—but then you 
know it is but a carved cherrystone, a figured 
bon-bon at best.—Still, I always have some¬ 
thing of an artist's pleasure in doing one of 
these small things neatly, and now my pleasure 
is doubled because it has pleased you and 
brought me a letter from an old friend, who 
once lived among the port-chucks but was 
never of them,, .. 

Always your attached old friend 
O.W. Holmes. 

The port-chucks were the boys who lived in 
Cambridgeport and were the hereditary enemies 
of the boys of Cambridge. 

(Charade.) My name declares my date to 
be. Ives, 65. 

The Tonic, Portland, Maine, June 19, 1873, 
page i; with title: “A Puzzle.” 

Fair Play, Waltham, Massachusetts, 1875, 
page 3. 

Queeries, Waltham, Massachusetts, 1877, page 
18. 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives, 
^^907* page 65. 

There is no certainty that the earliest appear¬ 
ance of this riddle was in The Tonic. The word 
is Adam. 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection. 

(Charade.) Parted! Alas it brings my first 
to mind. (1876.) 

The following charade, in Holmes’s handwrit¬ 
ing, is among the manuscripts in the Harvard 
Holmes collection. There are two manuscripts: 


one, dated Jan. 26, 1876, with the first four lines; 
the other, dated Feb. 1876, with the first four lines 
and, in addition, the quatrain revealing the an¬ 
swer. The Berg collection (New York Public Li¬ 
brary) also has a manuscript of the first quatrain 
having the January date. 

Parted! Alas, it brings my first to mind; 

My second doubles every tear that’s shed; 

My whole why task your laboring brain to find 

Since being what it is ’twere best unsaid. 

Parted! the rip brings needles to my mind; 

S makes tear tears, so doubles each that’s 
shed; 

Needless, my whole, why task your brain to 
find 

Since, being needless, it were best unsaid? 

O.W.H. Feb. 1876. 


Charitable Ann. (1825.) 

American Literature, January 1944, vol. xv, 
page 417; in “First and Last Surviving Poems 
of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes,” by Miriam 
R. Small. 

The manuscript is in the Maine Historical So¬ 
ciety. 


(Chicago Commercial Club.) Welcome to 
the Chicago Commercial Club. (Boston, 
June 14,1879.) Riv. xiii (Hi), 88 ; Cam. 255. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 16, 1879; with 
an account of the Chicago Club’s visit. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

Boston Commercial Club. Souvenir [of Holmes, 
1894]; with an account of the dinner, as re¬ 
called by Martin P. Kennard, and of the 
transmission of the original autograph manu¬ 
script of Holmes’s lines to the Chicago Club. 

In the editions of Holmes’s poems, the date of 
the dinner is incorrectly given as January 14,1880, 
Holmes’s manuscript (Library of Congress) is 
correctly dated June. 
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(Chicago Soldiers’ Fair, 1865.) Hymn, for 
the Fair at Chicago. (May 30, 1865.) Rw. 
xii (a), 228; Cam. ig^. 

Chicago Tribune, May 31, 1865; with an ac¬ 
count of the proceedings. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

(Chinese Embassy.) At the Banquet to the 
Chinese Embassy. (Boston, August 21, 
1868.) Rtv. xit (ti), 2^5; Cam. 200. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, August 22, 1868. 
Reception and Entertainment of the Chinese 
Embassy, 1868, page 41. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Library of Congress has two manuscript 
drafts of this poem, both differing considerably 
from any printed version. 

Chommata dicebat. 

See (Catullus: De Arrio, Ixxxii). 

“Choose You This Day Whom Ye Will 
Serve.” (December 4, 1862.) (Class meet¬ 
ing, January 8,1863.) xii (ii), 27; Cam. 
121. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1863, vol. xi, 
page 288; unsigned. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi¬ 
tion, Boston, 1868. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

Morse (vol. 11, page 171) prints Holmes*s let¬ 
ter to Motley of December 15, 1862, in which it is 
explained that this poem was written at the re¬ 
quest of the Rev. Thomas Starr King, who wished 
to have a new poem for the close of a lecture de¬ 
voted to Holmes—one of a series of lectures on 
American poets to be given in San Francisco. 

In a letter to Lowell, dated October 29, 1862, 
King asked him for a poem for these same lec¬ 
tures. His object, he said, was to keep Californians 
from slipping back to the pro-Southern feeling 
they had shown at the beginning of the war. He 
undoubtedly offered the same explanation to 


Holmes, for the poem is keyed to this rheme. 

Kings letter to Lowell also assured him that 
‘‘there will be no advertisement of it (the pocm| 
or splurge, so that there would be no interference 
with its publication in the East.” The same assur¬ 
ance must have been given Holmes, for his poem 
does not appear in the San Francisco papers. 

In a second letter to Lowell, March 10, 1863, 
King wrote: 

The lecture on Holmes was third in the series. 
It was immensely successful. And the poem 
which he sent me, “Choose you this day whom 
ye will serve,” stirred the assembly to a quite 
volcanic heat and demonstration. 

Both letters are in the Harvard library. King 
wrote in a similar vein to James T. Fields (James 
T. Fields Biographical Notes and Personal 
Sketches [by Annie Fields), 1881, page 91). 

King s lecture was given in San Francisco on 
February 9, 1863. The original manuscript of the 
lecture (Boston Public Library) has the poems he 
read inserted. All but this one are cut from books; 
Holmes’s poem (at page 50) is an Atlantic Month¬ 
ly proof slip with corrections in Holmes’s hand. 
The corrections give the final text except for 
minor differences in punctuation and capitaliza- 
non. (A second proof, embodying the changes, is 

in Holmes’s scrapbook, page i6. Harvard Holmes 
collection.) 

King’s manuscript (page 48) also quotes from 
Holmes’s covering letter in which the poet speaks 
of having received the request for the poem when 
he had just yielded to a similar one from Professor 
Francis f. Child (see Trumpet Song, page 405), 
and had supposed the sources of inspiration dried 

up. 

A manuscript, used as printer’s copy and dated 

December 4,1862, is in the 'Wilson collection (vol. 

It, page 545). The text is corrected to give the 
present version. 

Choral Host, The. 

This title was used for “The Mother’s Secret ’’ 
as set to music by John Leshure; see Appendix L 
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Choral Song for a Reunion. 

This title was used for “Hymn for the Class 
Meeting,” as set to music by Leslie Howard; see 
Appendix 2. 

Christ Ever Near. 

This title was used for “Hymn of Trust,” in 
Roc\ of Ages, by S. F. Smith, n.d., ca. 1870. 

(Christian Fraternity.) 

See (Unitarian Festival, Boston, 1882). 

“Christo et Ecclesiae.*' 

See Two Sonnets: Harvard. 


Chrysanthemum. 

See Golden Flower, The. 

Churches in Boston. 

This title was used for a long selection from “A 
Rhymed Lesson,” in The Harp and the Cross, by 
Stephen G. Bulfinch (1857). 


Church-Yard at Cambridge, The. 

See Cambridge Churchyard, The. 

City Madrigals. 

The Amateur, April 9, 1831, vol. i, page 275. 
“By the author of ‘State Prison Melodies.* 
For The Amateur.*’ Signed: O.W. H. 

(Clarke, i860.) A Birthday Tribute. To J. 
F. Clarke. (April 4, i860.) Rw. xi (i), 256; 
Cam, 102. “Who is the shepherd.” 

Memorial of the Commemoration by the 
Church of the Disciples [ Boston j of the 
Fiftieth Birth-Day of James Freeman Clarke, 
April 4, i860, page 19. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

A fair copy of the poem is in the Clarke papers, 
Harvard library. 


(Clarke, 1880.) To James Freeman Clarke. 
(April 4, 1880.) Rit/. xiii (in), 86; Cam, 
255. “I bring the simplest pledge.” 

To James Freeman Clarke, April 4th 1880. 

(Hectograph leaflet.) See page 181. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, April 6, 1880. 
Seventieth Birthday of James Freeman Clarke. 

Memorial of the Celebration, 1880, page ii. 
The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

(Clarke, 1889.) 

See After the Curfew. 

Class-Day Poem, 1829. 

See (Harvard College, Class Day, 1829). 

Class of 1829. 

Holmes’s verses for the annual class dinners 
are grouped together in the Riverside and Cam¬ 
bridge editions under the general title of “Poems 
of the Class of *29.” TTiey are listed here by in¬ 
dividual titles. For the successive issues of the 
class songbook, see Part I, pages 56 ff. 

(Class of 1829. August 24,1844.) 

The records of the class, page 45, report that 
at the meeting of August 28, 1844, “Holmes sang 
a little original song.’* There is no indication that 
the poem was or was not especially prepared for 
the class, and no other trace of it has been found. 


(Class of 1829.) Epic, (November 6,1856.) 

This poem has never come to light. The manu 
script records of the class (Harvard archives), 
page 108, report: “A portion of an epic (!) on the 
Class of ’29, read by O.W. Holmes, was received 
with great applause.’* 


Class of *29. 

See Our Indian Summer. 
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Class Song. 

This title was used for three stanzas of “At the 
Close of a Course of Lectures/’ as printed on the 
program for the “Graduating Exercises of the 
class of ’84, Amesbury High School.” 

Claudian Aqueduct, The. 

See Roman Aqueduct, A. 

(Clemens.) To Mark Twain. On His Fif¬ 
tieth Birthday, (November 23,1885.) 

The Critic, New York, November 28, 1885 
(vol. VII, new series vol. iv, page 253; re¬ 
printed in the issue of January 1906, vol. xlv, 
page 16. 

TO MARK TWAIN 

(On His Fiftieth Birthday.) 

Ah Clemens, when I saw thee last,— 

We both of us were younger,— 

How fondly mumbling o’er the past 
Is Memory’s toothless hunger! 

So fifty years have fled, they say, 

Since first you took to drinking,— 

I mean in Nature’s milky way,— 

Of course no ill I’m thinking. 

But while on life’s uneven road 
Your track you’ve been pursuing. 

What fountains from your wit have flowed_ 

What drinks you have been brewing! 

I know whence all your magic came,— 

Your secret I’ve discovered,— 

The source that fed your inward flame_ 

The dreams that round you hovered i 

Before you learned to bite or munch 
Still kicking in your cradle, 

The Muses mixed a bowl of punch 
And Hebe seized the ladle. 

Dear babe, whose fiftieth year to-day 
Your ripe half-century rounded, 

Your books the precious draught betray 
The laughing Nine compounded. 


So mixed the sweet, the sharp, the strong. 

Each finds its faults amended, 

The virtues that to each belong 
In happier union blended. 

And what the flavor can surpass 
Of sugar, spirit, lemons.? 

So while one health fills every glass 
Mark Twain for Baby Clemens! 

Oliver Wendell Hoi mes 
Boston, Nov. 23d, 1885. 

Cluster of Crimes, A. 

Some verses in an anonymous leaflet, probably 
issued by the Rabelais Club of London, have been 
attributed to Holmes. The lines were evidently 
the work of Lord Houghton, a member of the 
Club who customarily used the signature “H." 

Cold Water—A Parody. 

Holmes’s manuscript of The Professor (Hunt¬ 
ington Library) contains the last three stanzas of 
a parody of Longfellow’s “Catawba Wine,” with 
an additional stanza, by Holmes, beginning 
"Who was it, I pray.” Evidently, he was advised 
(by Lowell perhaps) to omit the whole passage, 
which is in extremely bad taste. 

(Coleridge.) 

Holmes concluded his Lowell Institute lecture 
on Coleridge, April i, 1853 (see Appendix 5 for 
further note of this lecture), with “some amusing 
verses of his own, descriptive of a fainting fit into 
which some delicate damsel might have been 
thrown by listening to the reading aloud of Cole¬ 
ridge s Kubla Khan.’ Of these, we can only re¬ 
member: 

■-sister Ann, 

Edward, like a nice young man. 

Burning sugar in a pan, 

a feather fan. 

And that’s the end of Kubla Khan.” 

This comment is from the Commonwealth (April 
5 . 1853). ^ 
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According to the Boston Traveller, which took 
Holmes solemnly, the poem was “deeply interest¬ 
ing” and described the “effects produced on an 
over-sensitive girl, by the reading of Coleridge’s 
Kubla Khan ” 

College Sketch, A. 

This title was used in The Evergreen, New 
York, March 1840, vol. i, page 127, for portions 
of “Scene from an Unpublished Play.” 

(Collins.) A Toast to Wilkie Collins. 
(Complimentary dinner to Wilkie Collins, 
Boston, February 16, 1874.) Riv. xii (ii), 
26^; Cam, 207, 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 17, 1874. 
Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

Holmes gave his original manuscript to Annie 
Fields, who preserved it in a scrapbook (Morgan 
Library). His own copy is in the Library of Con¬ 
gress. In the first, proclaims is altered to unveils 
(stanza 3, line 3); the Library of Congress manu¬ 
script has the final reading. 

Come all you teachers. 

Alternative first line for the poem beginning 
“Come you professors,” q.v. 

Come in rags. (Letter in verse to Lowell.) 

See (Letters in verse). 

Come you Professors. (1858/9.) Without 
title. 

American Literature, May 1941, vol. xiii, page 
158, in “Holmes Quizzes the Professors,” by 
Hjalmar O. Lokensgard. 

Amiable Autocrat, by Eleanor M. Tilton, New 
York, 1947, pages 196-98; in part. 

(Mr. Lokensgard does not date the poem, 
which was certainly written for a Harvard Medi¬ 
cal School party in 1858/9, probably for the bi¬ 
monthly levee of February 1859, just before the 


final examinations; the verses describe a mock 
examination. 

(The evidence for the date is as follows: The 
allusions to the stylish professor of surgery and 
the zealous curator of the anatomical museum 
date the poem as after the appointments of Henry 
Jacob Bigelow, 1849, and John Barnard Swett 
Jackson, 1848. The obstetrical dean, then, must 
be David H. Storer, 1854, who held the office from 
1855 to 1864. The poem also refers to two profes¬ 
sors who dispense pills; the two are George 
Cheyne Shattuck and Edward Hammond Clarke, 
professors of clinical medicine and materia med- 
ica, respectively. There is no allusion to a profes¬ 
sor of theory and practice so that the poem must 
have been written after John Ware's retirement 
and before Henry I. Bowditch's appointment, i.e,, 
during the 1858/9 term when the chair of theory 
and practice was vacant. Bowditch was appointed 
to teach clinical medicine, and Shattuck took over 
the teaching of theory and practice.— Ed.) 

The original manuscript is in the Holmes scrap 
book (page 126) in the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Library, Phillips Academy, Andover (see page 
608). 

Comet, The. Rit/. xi (i), 22; Cam. //. 

The New-England Magazine, April 1832, vol. 

II, page 300; signed: O.W.H. 

The Yankee, or Farmer’s Almanac for 1836, by 
Thomas Spofford, Boston (published 1835). 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Coming Era, The. Riv. xiii (Hi), 78', Cam. 
25/. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1880, vol. xlv, 
page 84. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

The manuscript is in the Library of Congress, 

Commemoration Services, 1865. 

See (Harvard College, 1865). 
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(Commencement Poem, 1829.) 

See (Harvard College, Commencement, 1829). 

Compliments to Homoeopathists, 

See Stability of Science, Ttie. 

(Connecticut State Medical Society.) “If 
schoolboy memory does not serve me 
wrong.” (May 9, 1855.) 

Norwich Weekly Courier, May 16. 1855; 
twelve lines, without title. 

Included with the poem is a letter to the com¬ 
mittee of arrangements, dated March 26, 1855, 
expressing Holmes’s regret that he cannot attend 
the meeting. 

Constitution, U.S.S. 

See Old Ironsides. 

Contentment. Rh, xii (ii), 128; Cam, 757. 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1858, vol. ii, 
page 502; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 312. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Holmes, reading in public from his own poems, 

made the following statement in regard to this 

poem (Harvard Holmes collection, pages 891, 

893 of the bound volume of miscellaneous manu¬ 
scripts): 

The vicious propensity called kleptomania is 
not unknown among the literary community. 
No doubt there is a great deal of stealing of 
ideas and of language as well as of purses and 
pocket handkerchiefs. But I am satisfied that 
a good deal which seems like literary larceny 
is coincidence, and nothing more, and a great 
deal is only the unconscious and entirely in¬ 
nocent reproduction of thoughts and expres¬ 
sions lying unclaimed in the storehouse of the 
mind. ... I think anyone who should read a 
poem of mine called “Contentment,” and 
compare it with “The Wants of Man,” writ¬ 


ten long before it by John Quincy Adams, 
would naturally supjxisc that my vrrscs were 
at least suggested by those of the late Presi¬ 
dent. The motto of both is taken from the 
same poem of Goldsmith. ... The critic might 
very pardonably suspect that it was a case 
of borrowing without acknowledgment—a 
forced loan—and deal with me on that sup¬ 
position. I should have to say in reply that I 
did not remember there was such a poem as 
Mr. Adams’s when I wrote my own—that I 
was greatly surprised at the coincidences 
when I came upon Mr, Adams’s poem—that 
no plagiary would be simple enough to bor¬ 
row his original's that the tone of the 

two poems is entirely difierent—his rather 
serious and sentimental, and somewhat self- 
indulgent—mine showing a spirit of self 
denial approaching asceticism, as many might 
think—but of that you must judge. 

The manuscript is with that of The Autocrat in 
the Morgan Library. 

(Conundrums, 1861.) 

The Brains of Boston. Selected Specimens of 
the Wit of Massachusetts, Elicited by Prof. 
Anderson in his Conundrum Contest. Oct. 
II, 1861. (Boston), 1861. Number 122, page 

A copy of this pamphlet described by P. K. 
Foley bore the manuscript notations of a dis¬ 
gruntled loser of this contest, staged by the magi¬ 
cian John Anderson in October 1861. The nota¬ 
tions, signed “J.G.D.,” included the substitution 
of Holmes’s name for that of Adjutant General 
Schouler, first in the list of members of the “Ad¬ 
judicating Jury.” The annotater added “Yes, & 
he wrote the successful cons. ! !” 

The pamphlet was for sale at Tremont Temple 
on October 11 when the conundrums were read 
aloud and the winner^s?] announced. The title- 
page announcement of the prizes is ambiguous; 

It seems to imply that there are two first prizes' 
each of a gold watch, one for the best 
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drum by a woman and the other for that by a 
man. The printed conundrums are so arranged; 
but only one, number 122, page 26, in the list of 
those by gentlemen, is marked as a winner. The 
entry is singled out on the page by the use of 

capitals: THE WINNER OF THE WATCH, 
AND PROF. JOHN ANDERSON. There fol¬ 
lows in verse a conversational exchange between 
the winner and the professor. Again the entry is 
ambiguous, for the heading may allude only to a 
hypothetical winner of the watch. No other entry, 
however, is thus singled out typographically. 

Such newspaper accounts as have been seen of¬ 
fer no clue to the name of the winner or the suc¬ 
cessful conundrum, and therefore no verification 
of the manuscript notes in the copy described by 
P. K. Foley, which has not been located. 

Corinna. 

See To Corinna. 

(Crocker, Frederic William.) F.W.C. 1864. 
(Class meeting, January 7, 1864.) Riv. xii 
(ii), 29; Cam. 122. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1864, vol. xiii, 
page 329; unsigned, with title: “Our Class¬ 
mate. F.W.C.” 

The Old Farmer’s Almanack, 1865 (published 
1864); eight lines, with title: “The Loved 
and Lost. On the Death of a Classmate.” 
Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi¬ 
tion, Boston, 1868; with title: “Our Class¬ 
mate, F.W.C.” 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; with 
title: “Our Classmate, F.W.C.” 

There is an early draft of the poem, differing 
from printed versions, in the Berg collection, New 
York Public Library. 

Crooked Footpath, The. Riv. xii (ii), 14^; 
Cam. 164. 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1859, vol. in, 
page 503; in “The Professor.” 


The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 128. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Old Lines in New Black and White, with il¬ 
lustrations by F. Hopkinson Smith, 1886, 
plates X, xi, xii. 

The manuscript is in the Huntington Library 
with the manuscript of The Professor. 

Crossing the Ford. Ives, ly. 

Youth’s Keepsake, Boston, 1831 (deposited for 
copyright September 23, 1830), page 198; 
listed in the contents as “By O.W.H.,” to ac¬ 
company the engraving, “Passing the Ford,” 
by J. Andrews, after A. Fisher. 

American Common-Place Book of Poetry, by 
Geo. B. Cheever, 1831 (deposited for copy¬ 
right January 7, 1831), page 396, by 

“O.W.H.,” with same engraving. 

Cruel Emma. 

This title was used for “Lines by a Clerk,” in 
The Singer s Companion, New York, 1854. 

D 

Daily Trials. By a Sensitive Man. Rtv. xi 
(i), is; Cam.g. 

The New-England Magazine, July 1832, vol. 
Ill, page 21; with title: “Ugly Reflections, 

signed: O.W.H. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836; with title: “Daily 
Trials.” 

Dante. 

See Boston to Florence. 

(Dartmouth College, 1839.) (Poem for Phi 
Beta Kappa, July 24,1839.) 

Sargent’s New Monthly Magazine, January, 
February, and March 1843, vol. i, pages !/» 

75, 104; three long extracts from the poem, 
amounting in all to about one third of the 
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whole, under the titles, respectively, “The 
Rustic and the Millionaire,” “An Every Day 
Tale,” and “A Fragment." 

At Dartmouth, the Phi Beta Kappa Poem read 
by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, July 24. 
^^39 (published 1940). See page 263. 

The Harvard Medical School Library has the 
manuscript. 

Dc Sauty. An Electro-Chemical Eclogue. 
Rtv. xii (n), 1^6; Cam. 767. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1859, vol. ni, 
page 96; in "The Professor.” 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 33. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes. 1862. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885, illustrated 
by W. T. Smedley. See page 196. 

The Riverside and Cambridge editions have a 
note explaining that the first messages received 
through the submarine cable were sent by an elec¬ 
trical expert who signed himself De Sauty. 

The manuscript is in the Huntington Library 
in the manuscript of The Professor. 

Deacon’s Masterpiece, The. Or, The Won¬ 
derful *‘One-Hoss Shay.” A Logical Story. 
Ria. xii (ii), 1^1; Cam. i$S. 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1858, vol. ii, 
page 496; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 295. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885, illustrated 
by W. T. Smedley. See page 196. 

The One Hoss Shay, by Holmes, with illustra¬ 
tions by Howard Pyle, 1892. 

A letter from Holmes, December 26, 1870, dis¬ 
cussing the anatomy of the old-fashioned chaise, 
and an unsigned woodcut illustrating the poem 
are in the “introductory number” of The Hub 
and New Yor^ Coachmakers Magazine, March 
15, 1871, vol. XIII, page 15. 


The manuscript is in that of The .iutoaat in 
the Morgan Library. 

Dear arc our smiling pleasures while lliey 
last. 

{See Naushon, 1830.) 

Dear lady, whosoe'er thou art. 

See Fair lady, whosoe’er thou art. 

Dear little Dorothy, Dorothy Q. 

See (Upham, Dorothy). 

Dear Old Times, The. 

This title was used for the poem "No Time 
Like the Old Time, as set to music by T. Brig¬ 
ham Bishop. 

Death of President Garfield. 

See (Garfield). 

Dedication. “Dear friends, left darkling.” 

See Prelude to a Volume Printed in Raised 
Letters for the Blind. 

Dedication of the Fountain at Stratford-on- 
Avon. 

See (Stratford-on-Avon). 

Departed Days. Riv. xi (i), 77; Cam. ja. 

Flora’s Interpreter, by Mrs. S. ]. Hale, 1832, 

page 127; labeled “Sentiment,” and signed: 

O. W. Holmes. 

The Boston Book, 1841, page 298. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1846 (London). 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

See page 506 for sheet music. 

Departure, The. 

The Amateur, Boston, June 15, 1830, vol. i, 

page 16; under the general heading: The 
Athensum Gallery; unsigned. 
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Illustrations of the Athenaeum Gallery of Paint¬ 
ings, Boston, 1830; unsigned. 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned, but in 
part II, devoted wholly to Holmes’s poems. 

The authorship is confirmed by Holmes, who 
penciled “O.W.H.” against the poem in his own 
copies of Illustrations of the Athenceum Gallery 
of Paintings, 1830. 

Destroyers, The. 

The New-England Magazine, March 1832, vol. 
II, page 202; signed: O.W.H. 

Dialogue, A. Scnex—Juvenis. 

See Archbishop and Gil Bias, The. 

Diamond Dew, The. 

This title was used for the poem “Fantasia,” 
as set to music by Daniel Protheroe; see page 506. 

(Dickens.) Song Written for the Dinner 
Given to Charles Dickens by the Young 
Men of Boston. (February i, 1842.) Riv, 
xi (i), 81; Cam.^^. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 3, 1842; in¬ 
cluding an account of the dinner. 

Boston Post, February 3, 1842; including an ac¬ 
count of the dinner. 

The Stars Their Early Vigils Keep; ballad, 
written and sung by Dr. Holmes, at the din¬ 
ner to Dickens, with symphonies and accom¬ 
paniments by James C. Maeder, 1842 (Bos¬ 
ton, W. H. Oakes). See page 515. 

Report of the Dinner Given to Charles Dickens, 
in Boston, February i, 1842; reported by 
Thomas Gill and William English, 1842, 
page 33. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1846 (London). 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849, 

In the Neta Yor\ Herald of February i, 1842, 
the Boston correspondent wrote under the date 
January 28, as follows: “ ‘Boz’ in Boz town. . . . 
The ten dollar dinner is to come off on Tuesday 


next after which it is said another will be got up 
on the democratic principle. . . . The ten dollar 
affair I presume is got up by what is called the 
‘Boston aristocracy,* which is another name for 
vanity and pride, empty heads, and traders on 
‘borrowed capital.’ ” 

Ives’s note (page 72) referring to a “copy of 
this poem, printed on a folio sheet, presumably 
for distribution at the dinner,” is misleading; the 
item in the Anderson Gallery sale catalogue for 
October 1902, which he cites, is the sheet music 
by Maeder. 

Dilemma, The. Riv. xi (i), //; Cam, 7. 

The New-England Magazine, January 1832, 
vol. 11, page 36; signed O.W.H. 

Flora’s Interpreter, Boston, 1832, page 181; 18 
lines of the poem, labeled “Sentiment,” 
signed: O.W.Holmes. 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833, page 46; un¬ 
signed. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Dinner-Bell, The. 

Eight lines from Holmes’s poem, “A Noontide 
Lyric,” were used on a fake telegram, distributed 
at the dinner given for Holmes, April 12,1883, by 
the medical profession of New York. See page 191. 

Dinner to Admiral Farragut. 

See (Farragut). 

Dinner to General Grant. 

See (Grant). 

Disappointed Statesman, The. 

See Statesman’s Secret, Tlie. 

Dismissal, The. 

This tide was used for a selection from The 
Statesman’s Secret,” in the Mercantile Library 
Reporter, Boston, January 1856, vol. ii, page 39 * 
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Dollar’s Worth, A. (Pittsfield, August 9, 
1855.) 

Pittsfield Sun, August i6, 1855. 

Berkshire County Eagle, Pittsfield, August 17, 
1855. 

The Poet Among the Hills, by J. E. A, Smith, 
1895, page 156; including an account of the 
circumstances connected with this poem. 

For further information about these lines, see 
the note at page 303 appended to the companion 
poem, Fair Lady.” A careful reading of the 
poem A Dollar s Worth” will show why the en¬ 
velope containing it did not include also a dollar 
bill, as did that with the “Fair Lady” poem. 

Ives (page 19) prints the motto that went with 
this poem. 

Domestic Thoughts. 

The Amateur, Boston, September 4, 1830, vol. 
I, page 92; signed: H. “For the Amateur.” 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned, but in 
part II, which is devoted wholly to Holmes’s 
poems. 

Dorchester Giant, The. R:v. xi (t), ig; 
Cam. 70 . 

The Collegian, Cambridge, April 1830, no. 3; 
with three additional stanzas; unsigned, but 
starred in the table of contents, see page 15. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Dorothy Q. A Family Portrait. Riv. xii (ii), 
205; Cam. 186. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1871, vol xxvii, 
page 120. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

(Two broadside printings, which have been as¬ 
signed to the year 1885, described at page 
194* ®nd a private printing in large type, as¬ 
signed to 1887, described at page 195.) 

Dorothy Q., by Holmes; with illustrations by 
Howard Pyle, 1893. See page 241, 

The opening words of the poem, “Grand¬ 


mother’s mother” are thus explained: Dorotliy O. 
was Dorothy Quincy, daughter of Judge l■:(lmund 
Quincy, of Br.iintrcc, Massachusetts (A.I). I i.n- 
vard. 1699), and Dorothy Flynt. Dorothy Q. nur- 
ried Edward Jackson, and their daughter, Mary 
Jackson, married Judge Oliver Wendell. Sarah 
Wendell, the daughter of Oliver and Mary (Jack- 
son) Wendell, married the Rev. Abiel Holmes, 
father of Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.I). 'Flic 
Dorothy Quincy who married John Hancock was 
niece to our Dorothy Q., being the daughter of 
Dorothy Q.’s brother. Judge Edmund Quincy, of 
Braintree and Boston (A.H. Harvard, 1722). 

At a dinner to the Hon. John Lowell, of Boston, 
May 23, 1884, Holmes read this poem, altering 
the pronouns, “for this occasion only," as noted in 
the Boston Journal. May 24, 1884. which prints 
the poem, with the altered pronouns indicated, 
and also Holmes’s introductory remarks. Poem 
and remarks appear too in the pamphlet Recep¬ 
tion and Dinner to the Hon. John Lowell, b\ the 
Merchants Association, 188^, printed in 1885. 
John Lowell, also, was a descendant of Holmes’s 
Dorothy Q. The Library of Congress has the 
manuscript of Holmes’s introductory remarks on 
this occasion and of the altered poem. (It has also 
a fair copy in a large hand, for convenience in 
public reading, of the regular text.) 

Dorothy Q. of the poem was aunt to Josiah 
Quincy, “the Patriot,” not niece as incorrectly 
stated at page 186 of the Cambridge edition. For 
lines addressed by Holmes to a Dorothy Q. of a 

later generation, see page 409, under Upham, 
Dorothy. 

Dream, The. 

See Old Man Dreams, The. 

Dying Seneca, The. Cam. 332. 

New-England Galaxy, Boston, June 18, 1830, 
vol. XIII, no. 662; unsigned, under the gen¬ 
eral title: “The Athenseum Gallery, no. V. 
For the New-England Galaxy.” 

Illustrations of the Athenxum Gallery of Paint¬ 
ings, Boston, 1830; unsigned. 
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The Harbinger, Boston, 1833: unsigned. 
Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Omitted from the collected poems of Holmes 
after the Blue and Gold edition of 1862, except 
the Handy Volume edition of i88i and the Cam¬ 
bridge edition. 

E 

Each Heart Has Its Own Secret. 

See Heart’s Own Secret, The. 

Earlier Poems. 

Special title given to the first group of poems 
in the Riverside and Cambridge editions. 

Early Memories. 

This tide was used for eight lines from “A 
Rhymed Lesson,” quoted in The Old Farmer's 
Almanac\ for i860. 

Earthquake of Lisbon, 1755, The. 

This title was used by Longfellow in Poems oj 
Places, for a selection from “Agnes.” 

Echo, The. 

See To Fame. 

The translation with this title in The Collegian 
is by John O. Sargent. 

Edward Everett. 

See (Everett, 1865). 

(Ehrenberg.) To Christian Gottfried 
Ehrenberg. For his “Jubilaeum” at Berlin, 
November 5, 1868. Riv. xii (ii), 263; Cam, 
206. 

Tributes from the United States of America to 
Ehrenberg, 1868 (Berlin, Schade). See page 
134 - 

Tributes from the United States of America to 
Ehrenberg (Extract), 1868 (Berlin, Vogt); 
with a German translation, by Dr. Zermelo, 
of the lines by Holmes. See page 135. 


New-York Tribune, November 21, 1868. 
Boston Daily Advertiser, November 23, 1868. 
Boston Evening Transcript, November 23, 
1868. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Library of Congress has the original manu¬ 
script, without title and with numerous revisions. 

Ellen Terry. 

See (Terry, Ellen). 

(Emancipation Proclamation.) 

See “Hymn after the Emancipation Proclama¬ 
tion” for a statement regarding the misleading 
title that has hitherto been assigned to this hymn. 

Emigre. “From this far isle the gentle 
stranger came.” 

In an undated note to his son (Harvard Law 
Library), headed as above, Holmes suggests a 
four-line epitaph, to which he adds: “Expunge, 
amend, alter, write a better one or do what you 
like (Drop me a line).” 

Enchanter of Erin. 

This title was used in Papyrus Leaves, edited 
by W. F. Gill, r88o, for the poem “For the Moore 
Centennial Celebration.” 

Enigma, An. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, February 1830, no. 

I, page 43; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15; also a second 
“Enigma,” in the issue for March, page 87. 

Although the second “Enigma" was included 
in an article written by John O. Sargent, Holmes 
claims it as his in a letter to Barnes (see page 16). 

AN ENIGMA 

In light, in shade, its changing form appears, 
Now clothed in blushes, and now bathed m 

tears; 

It spreads its wings upon the summer air, 

And sits in silence on the mountain bare. 
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Wrapped in the shadows of its gloomy breast, 
The springs of life, the Hres of vengeance, rest; 
It floats in kindness, and it flies in wrath, 

And skies grow darker in its awful path; 

It paints the petal of the dying flower, 

It shakes the temple, and it rocks the tower! 

Its shaft strikes down the lovely and the brave; 
Yet will it turn and weep upon their grave. 

(February, 1830) 


ENIGMA 

It came unheard, and darkness veiled its birth, 
The child of heaven, yet only seen on earth; 
It lay half hidden in the folded leaves, 

The sleeping floweret round her bosom 
weaves. 

And when the moonbeam touched it from 
afar. 

It shone and sparkled like a fallen star; 

But ah, it trembled in the breath of day. 

And softly faded like a dream away. 

Such was its fate—and thus, without a stain. 
It came to earth, and sought the skies again; 
A rosy cradle, and a golden shroud, 

Born in a flower, and dying in a cloud. 

(March, 1830) 


Envoi, L*. 

The Proceedings of the Harvard Club of New 
Yor\ City, 1878, page 29, uses the title “L’Envoi" 
in referring to Holmes’s poem “The Tail-Piece,” 
which closed the last issue of The Collegian, 1830. 

Epilogue to the Breakfast-Table Series. 
Autocrat-Professor-Poet. At a Bookstore, 
Anno Domini, 1972. Riv. xii (ii), ig6; Cam. 
18^. 

The Atlantic Monthly, December 1872, vol. 

XXX, page 733; in “The Poet.” 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, by Holmes, 
1872, page 410. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Library of Congress has a manuscript with 
the subtide “At a Bookstall.” 


(Epitaph.) 

Sec Emigre. 

(Farrar, Cyril Lytton). 

(Manuscript.) Not his the Buddhist’s 
creed. 

(Ether monument, Boston. 1866.) 

In a letter dated May 4, 1866 (Folsom manu¬ 
scripts, Boston Public Library), Holmes proposed 
the following lines for the monument commemo¬ 
rating the first use of ether in surgical operations, 
which was to be erected in the Public Garden in 
Boston; they were not used, however; 

I 

Insensibility to pain 
During a surgical operation 
First produced at the Mass. General Hospital 

In Boston 

By the use of Sulphuric Ether 
in October 1846 
To commemorate this event 
A citizen of Boston 

Has caused this monument to be erected 

A.D.1866 

II 

These dews of mercy Heaven in pity shed 

To lap in peaceful dreams the sufferer’s head, 

To calm the lingering throb of mortal strife, 

And smooth the path that leads from life to 
life. 

III 

God wrought the marvel of our Mother’s birth 

While Adam slumbered, painless, on the earth; 

Her living daughters bless the gracious power 

That soothes the pang of woman’s sorrowing 
hour 

IV 

Too cold the stone, the shaping hand too rude 
Though only mortals asked our gratitude. 

Thy glories. Father, in Thy servants shine,— 
For all our blessings all tbe praise be Thine! 
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Even-Song. (Class meeting, January 6, 
1870.) Riv. xii (ii), 50; Cam. i jo. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1870, vol. xxv, 
page 349; unsigned. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 
Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881); with title: “Ad 
Sodales/’ 

The Harvard Holmes collection has a manu¬ 
script draft of part of the poem, including the two 
final stanzas differing from printed texts and a 
third stanza never printed. The Boston Public Li¬ 
brary has the manuscript used as printer’s copy 
for The Atlantic Monthly. 

In a clipping of the poem {Boston Evening 
Transcript, February 18, 1870) in his scrapbook 
(page 112, Harvard Holmes collection), Holmes 
has changed all to old (stanza 6, line 10); this 
change has never been made in any printed text 
and is certainly no improvement. 

In reading the poem for the class. Holmes 
apologized for its being in a different strain from 
those he usually provided for his classmates (man¬ 
uscript record of the class of ’29, page 178, Har¬ 
vard archives). 

Evening. By a tailor. Riv. xi (i), ij; Cam. 9. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, July 1830, no. 6, 
page 255; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

The Gleaner, Boston, 1830, page iii; unsigned. 
Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Evening Thought, An. Written at sea. Riv. 
xiii (iii), 2J4; Cam. jj/. 

The American Monthly Magazine, February 
1836, new series vol. i, page 183; unsigned, 
with title: “Lines Written at Sea.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

See page 506 for sheet music. 

(Everett, Edward.) A Modest Request. 

See Modest Request, A. 


(Everett, 1865.) Edward Everett. “Our 
First Citizen.” (Massachusetts Historical 
Society, January 30,1865.) xii (ii), 27/; 
Cam. 210. 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1865, vol. xv, page 
462; unsigned, with title: “Our First Citi¬ 
zen.” 

Tribute of the Massachusetts Historical Socie¬ 
ty to the Memory of Edward Everett, 1865, 
page 65; also in the Proceedings of the So¬ 
ciety, 1864-65, vol. vni (published 1866), 
page 151. 

A Memorial of Edward Everett, from the City 
of Boston, 1865, page 189. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

Every Day Tale, An. (Part of the Dart¬ 
mouth Phi Beta Kappa poem, July 24, 
1839.) 

Sargent’s New Monthly Magazine, February 
1843, vol. I, page 75. 

At Dartmouth, by Holmes, 1940, page 75. See 
page 263. 

Exile’s Secret, The. (November 14, 1855.) 
Riv. xiii (iii), 212; Cam. 3//. 

(The Heart’s Own Secret.) Private Copy. 
(1855, without title.) See page 63. 

Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 
1856, vol. II, page 39; an extract only, with 
the indication that it is “From ‘The Island 
Ruin.’ ” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; with 
title: “The Island Ruin.” 

Extract from a Poem on Sanitary Science. 

Four stanzas from “For the Meeting of the 
National Sanitary Association” were used on a 
card headed as above (n.d.), advertising the lec¬ 
tures of Dr. Beardsley. 

Extracts from a Medical Poem. (Massachu¬ 
setts Medical Society, May 31, 1843.) 
xi (i)j 152; Cam. 61. 
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Consists of three poems, each recorded separately 
in this section of this bibliography; namely, “The 
Stability of Science,” “A Portrait” (see under 
Jackson, Dr. James, 1843), “A Sentiment ('O / 3 to? 
fipaxvs):' 

Quoting “The Stability of Science” in his ad¬ 
dress, The Position and Prospects of the Medical 
Student, delivered January 12, 1844 (before the 
Boylston Medical Society), Holmes described the 
lines as “written for a recent anniversary.” The 
“recent anniversary” for which the lines would 
have been appropriate was the dinner of the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Medical Society at their annual meet¬ 
ing in Boston, May 31, 1843. Reporting the event, 
the Boston Daily Advertiser (June 2) says: “The 
dinner was enlivened by short speeches, toasts and 
songs from several members, and a Poem by Dr. 
Holmes.” 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for 
June 7, 1843 (vol. xxviii, page 346), reports: 

An original poem was read, full of good senti¬ 
ments as well as pointed references to the im¬ 
positions of the day ^no wine was served]. It 
should have been published in the Journal, 
for the gratification of those who did not find 
it convenient to be present on the occasion. 
The author’s modesty, however, much to our 
disappointment, keeps a bright light under a 
bushel. 

F 

F. W. C. 1864. 

See (Crocker, Frederic William). 

Fair lady, whosoc er thou art. (Pittsfield, 
August 9,1855.) Without title. Ives, 25. 

Pittsfield Sun, August 16, 1855. 

Berkshire County Eagle, Pittsfield, August 17, 

1855. 

Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, February 

1856, vol. XII, page 425. 


Tlie Poet Among the Hills, by J. F. A. Smith, 
1895, page 155; including an account of the 
circumstances connected with this [X)cm. 

Holmes contributed three poems to a fair held 
on August 9, 1855, in Pittsfield, for the benefit of 
St. Stephen’s parish, the first being “Camilla," 
q.v., and the others, this poem and “A Dollar’s 
Worth,” q.v. The poem noted here and “A Dol¬ 
lars Worth’ were “enclosed in envelopes, in¬ 
scribed with mottoes. These were disposed of in a 
raffle, the winner of the first prize selecting that of 
the two poems which pleased him from the motto 
on the envelope.”— Berkjhire County Eagle, Au¬ 
gust 17, 1855. The winner of the first prize se¬ 
lected the verses to “Fair lady” and, in addition 

to the poem, found enclosed in the envelope a 
dollar bill. 

Fairy World, The. 

Youth’s Keepsake, Boston, 1831, page 207; 
listed in the contents as “by O.W.H.” 

Regarding Holmes’s use of the initials 
“O.W.H.” see page 501. 

This poem may have been written much earlier. 
In a letter to Francis W. P. Greenwood, Cam¬ 
bridge, dated: Sept, nth 1830, which sends a 
manuscript of the poem (for its publication in 
youth s Keepsa}{e), Holmes implies that the lines 
are a schoolboy s effort. He writes: 

From the disjecta membra of my papers I 
hope I shall be able to put my little piece to¬ 
gether again. I have no perfect copy of it and 
must trust to those odd little scraps of paper 
on which an economical schoolboy is apt to 
commit the rudiments of his unformed sin- 
nings. If the first copy should in the mean 
time be found it had better be printed from 

that—but here it is, nearly I think as it was 
written— 

The letter is quoted, inaccurately, in a catalogue 

of the American Art Association, Public Sale Dec. 

5-6, Second Session, New York, 1934, lot 210, 

page 85. The original is at the present writing in 
Brentano’s, Chicago. 


Life of Holmes, by E. E. Brown (copyright 
1884), page 238. 
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Faith is the conquering angel’s crown. 

This is the first line of the motto that accom¬ 
panied the poem “Fair lady, whosoe’er thou art,” 
recorded at page 303. The motto and poem are 
printed by Ives, page 25. 

Fame. 

See To Fame. 

Familiar Letter, A, To Several Correspond¬ 
ents. Rtt^. xiii (in), 27; Cam. 252. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1876, vol. 

XXXVII, page 103. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 306. 

Family Record, A. (Woodstock, Connecti¬ 
cut, July 4, 1877.) Ria. xiii (Hi), 48; Cam. 
239. 

A Family Record, 1877. (Author’s private 
printing, in large type.) See page 158. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 5, 1877. 

The Independent, July 12, 1877, vol. xxix, page 
12. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 315. 

Woodstock, Connecticut, was the birthplace of 
Abiel Holmes, father of Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

A portion of the manuscript is in the Library 
of Congress. 

Fancy. (Phillips Academy, Andover, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, August 23, 1825.) 

Although George Thomas Eaton, in reminis¬ 
cences of Andover, refers to this piece as an “Ode 
on Fancy,” and Dr. William Adams, at the Cen¬ 
tury Club breakfast of May 3, 1879, spoke of hav¬ 
ing heard Holmes read a poem on this occasion, 
the piece was probably a prose essay, as explained 
at page 446. 

Fantasia. The Young Girl’s Poem. Riv. xii 
(a), 163; Cam. lyo. 


The Atlantic Monthly, February 1872, vol. 
XXIX, page 236; in “The Poet.” 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, by Holmes, 
1872, page 71. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

For musical renderings of this poem, published 
in sheet-music form, see page 506. 

There is an early manuscript draft, unlike any 

printed version, in the Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion. 

Farewell to Agassiz, A. 

See (Agassiz, 1865). 

Farewell to J. R. Lowell. 

See (Lowell, 1855). 

(Farragut.) At a Dinner to Admiral Far- 
ragut. (Boston, July 6, 1865.) Ria. xii (ii), 
257; Cam. 204. 

Boston Evening Transcript, August r, 1865; 
with a variant fifth and an extra (sixth) 
stanza, and with title; “A Toast to the Vice- 
Admiral.” 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The following letter (Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion) explains the inception of this poem: 

Milton Hill 3 July 

65 

My Dear Doctor 

Ward tells me that you are to come with 
him to our Dozen Club to meet our old Vi- 
King—. Thursday at 6 Thinking it barely 
possible that your ever fertile muse may be 
gestating & that the result may be another 
Sea Song—a mate to the “Tattered Flag” of 
the old Constitution—I contribute a hint that 
dropped in Conversation about, or with Mr 
Folsom—Viz: That being rather a mischie¬ 
vous middy David had rather more acquaint¬ 
ance with the Masthead in those early days 
than with any other part of the ship—in short 
he was constantly mast headed that being the 
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chronic discipline tor the “young gcnilemcn” 
who could not be rope's ended like Jack— 
Well! who knows but his getting hinisell 
lashed to the masthead when passing the bat¬ 
teries may be a spark ot the old Fire? 

Bye the bye he speaks of that famous opera¬ 
tion with all modesty—as a very common 
place affair! He naturally went into the rig¬ 
ging to be above the smoke, Sc see what was 
going on, & one of his officers thinking he 
might get hit & drop sent up a hand with a 
rope to take a turn round him S: prevent his 
falling in that event—. 

When passing the forts at Nfobile you will 
recollect he saw one of his ships hoisted by a 
Torpedo—there was but a second to decide 
Should he push on with all his vessels—with 
so many lives to take the same risk? or hold 
back?—His wife tells that he did hesitate one 
second & seek inspiration—Naturally with 
such a temperament his Prayer was answered 
‘"Go-ahead” & he went! He is a fine simple 
hearted plain old Sea-King whom you can¬ 
not help liking 

Very truly yours 
J M Forbes 

The variant last lines and the extra stanza, 
printed in the Boston Evening Transcript, are as 
follows: 

Shape not for him the marble form, 

Let never bronze be cast, 

But see him through the battle-storm, 

Lashed to his flag-ship mast. 

Now then, your broadside, shipmates all. 

With grape well loaded down! 

May garlands filled with sunshine fall, 

To gild his silvered crown! 

I give the name that fits him best,— 

Ay, better than his own,— 

The Sea-King of the sovereign West, 

Who made his mast a throne! 

Holmes was surprised and indignant to see the 
poem appear in the Transcript. In a letter to 


(ames Freeman Clarke, August 3, 1H65 (Clarke 
papers, Harvard library). Holmes refers to this 
printing, finding it remarkable that the |X)em 
should have got into print when only Mrs. Far- 
ragut had a copy. (James T. Fields may liave 
had a copy; see page 360.) 

(Farrar, Cyril Lytton.) For the Window in 
St. Margaret’s. In Memory of a Son of 
Archdeacon Farrar. (April 12, 1891.) Riv. 
xiii (Hi), 18^; Cam. 2g6. 

Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (Riverside 
edition), vol. in, page 183. 

The date April 12, 1891, is derived from an 
autograph copy in the Harvard Holmes collection 
and is the date on which Holmes sent a copy to 
Farrar. Men I Have Known, by Frederick W. 
Farrar (New York, 1897, page 158), has the letter 
in facsimile, the source apparently of a forged 
copy in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 640), 
which has also the genuine letter including a 
manuscript of the poem. The dated manuscript 
has been used as printer’s copy. The Harvard 
Holmes collection also has an undated fair copy. 

The poem is in fact engraved on the memorial 
tablet to Cyril Lytton Farrar (who died in Pek- 
ing) and not on the window, the verses there be¬ 
ing written by the young man’s godfather Lord 
Lytton (F. W. Farrar’s Men I Have Known, 
page 160). 

Fast-Day, January 4,1861. 

See Voice of the Loyal North, A. 

Fear not the fires of youthful blood. 

See (Manuscript). 

(Fifth Avenue Theatre.) Address for the 
Opening of the Fifth Avenue Theatre. 
(New York, December 3, 1873.) Rit/. xit 
(It), 2S7; Cam. 216. 

(Private printing, in pica type, without title, 
1873.) page 148. 
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New York Herald, December 4, 1873. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

For an account of the circumstances of 
Holmes’s writing this poem, see page 148. 

The Library of Congress has the manuscript. 

Fill up the Ranks. 

This title was used for “Never or Now,” as set 
to music by J. P. Webster; see page 512. 

(First Church, Cambridge, Massachu¬ 
setts.) 

See Hymn—The Word of Promise. 

First Fan, The. (Boston Bric-A-Brac Club, 
February 21,1877.) Riv, xiii(m), 41; Cam. 

^ 37 ‘ 

The First Fan, 1877. (Leaflet.) See page 160. 
The Atlantic Monthly, June 1877, vol. xxx[x, 
page 659. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (H ouse- 
hold edition), page 312. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885, illustrated 
by Mrs. C. F. Houston. 

First Verses (.^Eneid). 

See (.^neid). 


Fiske”), from Holmes’s farewell verse to Modey, 
q.v., “A Parting Health,” were used on John 
Fiske’s place card at a dinner given him in Cin¬ 
cinnati by Professor Thomas H. Norton. Fiske' 
quotes the lines (beginning: “The true Knight 
of Learning”) in a letter, March 31, 1897 {Letters 
of John Fis{e, edited by Ethel F. Fiske, 1940, 
page 658). 

Flag of Freedom. 

This title was used for “Union and Liberty,” 
as set to music by C. Whitney Coombs; sec page 
518. 

Flag of the Heroes. 

This title was used for “Union and Liberty,” 
as set to music by C. E. Kimball; see page 517. 

Flaneur, The. Boston Common, December 
6, 1882, During the Transit of Venus. Riv. 
xiii (Hi), Cam. 284. 

The Atlantic Monthly, May 1883, vol. li, page 
674. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

A manuscript in the Aldrich papers. Harvard 
library, is dated March 23, 1883; another, in the 
collection of Mr. P. D. Howe, is dated April 25. 


Fish Pieces, The. 

The Amateur, Boston, June 15, 1830, vol. i, 
page 12; unsigned, appended to a prose com¬ 
ment, presumably by the editor, under the 
caption: Annual Exhibition of Paintings [at 
the Athensum Galleryj. 

Illustrations of the Athenseum Gallery of Paint¬ 
ings, 1830, page 23; unsigned. 

The authorship is revealed by Holmes himself, 
who penciled “O.W.H.” against the poem in his 
own copies of Illustrations of the Athenceum Gal¬ 
lery of Paintings, 1830. See page 18. 


Flies, The. 

The Amateur, Boston, September 4, 1830, vol. 
I, page 90; signed: H. “For the Amateur. 
Under the general caption: Poetry of Real 
Life. 

The Gleaner, Boston, 1830 (published 1831). 
page 162; unsigned. 

Listed by Ives; for a discussion of the poems 
signed H, see Appendix i. 


Florence, Italy. 

See Boston to Florence. 


(Fiske, John.) Dr. Fiske. 

Two lines (set up as four, and headed “Dr. 


Flower of Liberty, The. Ria. xti (H), 2^4, 
Cam. ig6. 
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The Atlantic Monthly, November i86i, vol. 

vm, page 550; unsigned. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

One of three songs submitted (in a private 
printing, no copy located) by Holmes, in the sum¬ 
mer of 1861, in a prize contest for a new national 
anthem; see Appendix 4. For sheet music, see 
page 507. 

For a meeting of the Class of 1829. 

This title, added later, heads a manuscript of 
“An Impromptu,” in the Berg collection, New 
York Public Library. 

For Class Meeting. (January 7, 1875.) Riv. 
xii (ii), 67; Cam. 1^6. “It is a pity and a 
shame.” 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 235. 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in i88i); with title: “Lines.” 

For John M. Forbes’s 80th Birthday. 

See (Forbes, John Murray). 

For Miss Howells’ Album. 

See (Howells, Winifred). 

For soon appeared the smiling pot. 

See (Hasty Pudding Club, 1828). 

For the Burns Centennial Celebration. 

See (Burns, 1859). 

For the Centennial Dinner of the Proprie¬ 
tors of Boston Pier, or the Long Wharf. 

See (Boston Pier). 

For the Class Meeting, November 29,1853. 

See Impromptu, An. Not premeditated. 

For the Commemoration Services, 1865. 

See (Harvard College, 1865). 


For the Dedication of the New City Li 
brary, Boston. 

See (Boston Public Library). 

For the Hunt of 1839. 

See (Naushon, 1839). Ye hunters of New Fru' 
land. 

For the Meeting of the Burns Club. 

See (Burns, 1856). 

For the Meeting of the National Sanitary 
Association. 

See (National Sanitary Association). 

For the Moore Centennial Celebration. 

See (Moore, 1879). 

For the Services in Memory of Abraham 
Lincoln. 

See (Lincoln.) 

For the Window in St. Margaret’s. 

See (Farrar, Cyril Lytton). 

For Whittier’s Seventieth Birthday. 

See (Whittier, 1877). 

(Forbes, John Murray.) To J.M.F. on His 
Eightieth Birthday. (Saturday Club, Feb¬ 
ruary 25,1893.) ii'es, 80. 

Memorials of the Sixtieth Wedding Anniver¬ 
sary of Sarah Swain Hathaway and John 

Murray Forbes; edited by Edith Forbes, 1804 
page 85. 

Forbes’s birthday was the twenty-third of Feb¬ 
ruary. The poem was evoked by a letter to Holmes 
from Charles Francis Adams, hoping that the 
club could do something for Forbes’s birthday 
A letter from Forbes to Holmes says he expects 
to get to the club meeting. Both letters are in the 
Harvard Holmes collection, which also has a man- 
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uscript of the poem. That the verses were writ¬ 
ten for the Saturday Club is confirmed by Letters 
and Recollections of John Murray Forbes, edited 
by Edith Forbes Hughes, Boston, 1899, vol. i, 
page 34. 

Forgotten Ages. (Harvard exhibition, 
April 28,1829.) 

Amiable Autocrat, by Eleanor M. Tilton, New 
York, 1947, page 54; extracts. 

The whole poem has never been printed; the 
manuscript is in the Harvard archives. See illus¬ 
tration opposite. 

Fountain of Youth, The. (Commencement 
Day dinner, June 25, 1873.) Riv. xii (ii), 
doi; Cam. 222. 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1873, vol. xxxii. 
page 209. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Boston Daily Advertiser, June 26, 1873, 
states that Dr. Holmes’s poem is not printed in 
the paper’s account of the dinner at the author’s 
particular rec]uest. 

The Library of Congress has an incomplete 
manuscript (three stanzas). 

Four and twenty oars are we. 

See (Manuscript). 

Fragment, A. (Part of the Dartmouth Phi 
Beta Kappa poem, July 24,1839.) “As some 
vast lake.” 

Sargent’s New Monthly Magazine, March 
1843, vol. I, page 104. 

At Dartmouth, by Holmes, 1940, page 36. See 
page 263. 

Francis Parkman. 

See (Parkman, Francis). 

Freedom, Our Queen. Riv. xii (ii), 2j/; 
Cam. ig$. 


Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

One of three songs submitted (in a private 
printing, no copy located) by Holmes, in the 
summer of r86i, in a prize contest for a new na¬ 
tional anthem; see page 524. For sheet music, see 
page 507. 

From a Bachelor’s Private Journal. Riv. xiii 
(Hi), 2^4; Cam. 326. 

The Amateur, Boston, July 3, 1830, vol. i, page 
22; unsigned. “For the Amateur.” 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned. 
Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

For sheet music, see page 508. 

From “Lucius.” 

See Lover's Secret, The. 

From Nature’s precious quarry sought. 

See (Manuscript). 

G 

Gallows Bird’s Last Song, The. 

New-England Galaxy, Boston, July 30, 1830, 
vol. XIII, no. 668; signed: H. “For the New- 
England Galaxy.” Under the caption: State 
Prison Melodies. 

It is safe to assign this poem to Holmes, for The 
Amateur, August 7, 1830 (page 50), prints un¬ 
der the same caption “The Treadmill Song, 
signed H. See also “City Madrigals,” page 292. 

(Garfield.) On the Death of President Gar¬ 
field. (September 27, 1881.) Riv. xiit (iii)t 
I jo; Cam. 28g. 

Boston Globe, September 27, 1881. Garfield 
Memorial Number, page i; with title: After 
the Burial.” At the head: Written expressly 
for the Boston Globe. (Page i was also issued 
printed on white satin.) 

TLe Poets’ Tributes to Garfield, 1881 (Cam¬ 
bridge, Moses King), 1881 (entered for 
copyright October 5, 1881). 
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Now eriahliihfd at IVfsi 2%tk St., cor. Broadway. 

MR. AUGUSTIN DALV... .Proprietor end Mantger. 

Doors open at 7)^ o'clock. Performance bcKins ai 8 precisely . 

Carnages may be ordered /or tt o clock. 


Dalv licgs to announce the completion of the magnificent 
1 hcAtrc, erected for him at the above central locality, and also to an* 
nounce that the hifih Regular Comedy Season o* the 5 th Avenue 
C'jmpany will begin, 

^edn^HdntJ Might l^ecemb^r 3 , 1873 , 

wah the production of a new and original Com*dy, by Ma* Jambs 
A tUBKHv, ot London, written expressly for this Theatre, aUo an origi* 
ml l^octical Address, by Da, Olivkr Wknobli, Holmes, of Ronton, 

Ml AU n Dmiurrria.,..... .Mr. H. H. IHmwoHTii 

MA*4«l»li ... M nfkK 

^'Ksir AsTi«rr«..J. li<)Riciirv Mn. L. ripI M, 
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ruv iU* KtOISKkUlVO.f,y.MK, Wm. H 4 IMkV 

I iHcri MVH......... .••.Maiia^k Finch rm: 

.M PojsTMRHr*, Proprhtia-, Ft*-. hy .Mm. ILmkMt 4 'iti mm 


Ibis, Wednesday Kvetiing, December 3d, 1873, the F^lay will be 

preceded by 



•js 



n Original fioetical , bbress, 



Wrlucii expressly for this occasion by Or. Oliver Wen.letl Holm es, 

and delivered by 

MISS FANNY M3RANT ind MR. FRANK HAROENBCRQ. 

After which, and on every evenini; dunu); the week, a< well .is for the 
MATINEK SATURD.W, at H.ilf-fiaU One. 

Will be acted an original Comedy in Five Acts, hy . 1 /r. JAMES 
Al.liElili J*. of [.ondan, fur this Theatre, .and entitled 
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Announcement of Holmes s 
Address for Fifth Avenue 
Theatre, 1873. 
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In Memoriam. lames A. Gartield, Compiled by 
Henry ). Cookinham, i88i (entered tor copy¬ 
right November 19, 1881). 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

Charles E. L. Wingate, in The Critic (New 
York, October 27, 1894, vol. xxv, new series xxii, 
page 277), writes of this poem as follows: 

Few know that one of the largest amounts 
[ever paid to an American for any one poemj 
was received by the late Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, $600. Dr. Holmes received this 
amount from the Boston Globe, for his eulogy 
on James A. Garfield. The Globe was a “ris¬ 
ing” paper at the time of the assassination, and 
its manager, Gen. Taylor, ever aiming to in¬ 
crease its popularity, devised the plan of pub¬ 
lishing a page of poetic tributes to the memory 
of the murdered President. Dr. Holmes was 
sought after the other contributions had been 
obtained. He said he could not write a poem 
to order, but Gen. Taylor persistendy raised 
the price until, when it reached $600, Dr. 
Holmes promised to grant his request. When 
the poem was complete the poet sent for Gen. 
Taylor and, taking him into a remote corner 
of the basement of the Medical School, locked 
all the doors and read the poem. “What do 
you think of it?” he anxiously asked when he 
had finished. “It is the greatest poem you have 
ever written,” exclaimed Gen. Taylor, eager 
to possess the prize. The bargain was imme¬ 
diately sealed. 

The manuscript, as prepared for the Globe, is 
in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 600), dated 
September 26. 

(Gilbert, Nicolas Joseph Laurent.) 

See At life’s gay banquet placed. 

Gipsy, The. 

The Amateur, Boston, June 15, 1830, vol. 1, 
page 13; unsigned, and appended to a prose 
comment, presumably by the editor, under 
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the caption: Annual Exhibition of Paintings 
(at the Athenaeum Gallery). 

Illustrations of the Athenaeum CJallcry of Paint¬ 
ings, Boston, 1830; unsigned. 

The authorship is revealed by Holmes himself, 
who penciled “O.W.H.” against the poem in his 
own copies of Illustrations oj the .ithenieiim 
Gallery oj Paintings, 1830. 

Girdle of Friendship, The. (Class meeting, 
January 10, 1884.) Rit/. xli (ii), gy; Cam. 

I4y 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1884, vol. tin, 
page 386. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

Latest Poems of the Class of 1829; issued in 

1891. 

The Library of Congress has two manuscripts 
of this poem: one dated “Nov. 1883,” with the 
title “Life-Friendships”; the other dated “Jan. 
loth 1884,” with the title as above. 

God Bless our Father Land. 

This title was used (error in the original) for 
International Ode, ’ in jewels from the Quarry of 
the Mind, edited by James H. Head (copyright 
1861), page 271, 

God Bless Our Yankee Girls. 

This title was used for “Our Yankee Girls,” 
as set to music by T. Comer; see page 514. 

God Rest Our Glorious Land. 

This title was used for “International Ode,” 
as set to music by Carl Engel; see page 510. 

God Save the Flag! (December 7, 1864.) 
Riv. xii (ii), 226; Cam. 794. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1865, vol. xv, 
page 115; unsigned. 

Our Flag; composed and arranged by L. Louis, 
1865. See page 508. 
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Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; 
dated 1865. 

A manuscript of this poem, preserved in Craigie 
House, Cambridge, has the date Dec. 7. It is the 
copy used for The Atlantic Monthly. 

Golden Calendar, The. 

See (Whittier, 1877). 

Golden Flower,The. (November 29, i88i.) 

Riv. xiii (in), I'jy, Cam. 2go. 

The Independent, New York, December 15, 

1881; with subtitle: “Chrysanthemum.” 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

An autograph manuscript of the poem, in the 
collection of Mr. Hamilton Holt, is dated: Bos¬ 
ton, November 29^^ 1881. A letter of the same 
date in the Aldis collection, Yale, is obviously the 
letter that transmitted this manuscript to The In¬ 
dependent. The Library of Congress has an un¬ 
dated early draft of the poem. 

Holmes’s letter of December 2, 1881, returning 
the proof, is in the Clarence Bowen papers, vol. 
xxiii, page 65; the proof itself, with several cor¬ 
rections, is also in the Bowen papers, vol. xx, page 
131 (American Antiquarian Society). 

Good By, A. To J. R. Lowell. 

See (Lowell, 1855). Farewell to J. R. Lowell. 

Good Physician, The. 

This title was used in Medical Rhymes, com¬ 
piled by Hugo Erichsen, M.D., 1884, for an ex¬ 
tract from “Poem at the Centennial Anniversary 
Dinner of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 

1881.” 

Good Time Going, A! 

See (Mackay, Charles). 

(Gould.) A Welcome to Dr. Benjamin 
Apthorp Gould. On his return from South 

\ 310 1 


America after fifteen years devoted to cata¬ 
loguing the stars of the southern hemi¬ 
sphere. (Boston, May 6 , 1885.) Riv. xiii 
(Hi), I so; Cam. 273. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 7, 1885. 

A Welcome to Dr. Benjamin Apthorp Gould, 
by Holmes, 1885. (Leaflet.) See page 201. 
Addresses at the Complimentary Dinner to Dr. 
Benjamin Apthorp Gould, Hotel Vendome, 
Boston, 1885, page 22. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

For evidence that the newspaper printing pre¬ 
cedes the leaflet, see page 201. 

The Library of Congress has an early manu¬ 
script draft; the Wilson collection (vol. ir, page 
612) has a fair copy which came from the Gould 
family papers. The manuscript used by the Ad- 
vertiser has recently been added to the Harvard 
Holmes collection. 

Graduate’s Song, The. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, July 30, 1830, no. 
6, page 282; unsigned, but starred in the 

table of contents, see page 15. 

The Gleaner, Boston, 1830, page 222; unsigned. 

Grandmother’s Story of Bunker-Hill Bat¬ 
tle. (Massachusetts Historical Society, May 
13, 1875.) Riv. xiii (Hi), // Cam. 224. 

Memorial. Bunker Hill, June 17*** ^^ 75 - 
page 151. 

Grandmother’s Story of Bunker-Hill Battle, 
by Holmes. Private Copy (in large type, 
1876). See page 152. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 300. 

Grandmother’s Story, by Holmes. Illustrated 

by H. W. McVickar (copyright 1883). 
Dorothy Q, together with . . . Grandmother s 
Story, by Holmes. With Illustrations by 
Howard Pyle, 1893. 

This poem was written expressly for the “Me- 
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morial” pamphlet, listed above, which was pub¬ 
lished early in June 1875, several days before the 
celebration of the centennial of the battle. Before 
its publication, however. Holmes had read the 
lines at a regular meeting, May 13, 1875, of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. As a result of 
this private reading, the poem was later printed 
in the Proceedings of the Society, in the volume 
for 1875-76, vol. (XIV], page 32. (Issued in wrap¬ 
pers before binding, cover tide “Proceedings of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society. From April 
to June 1875 (Inclusive)].’’ In a letter, August 9, 
1875 (Arnold catalogue, First Editions, 1901, 
page 47), to the publisher Osgood, Holmes asks 
permission to use the poem for the Proceedings 
of the Historical Society: 

You may remember that I read the Bunker- 
hill poem before the Historical Society, with 
your approbation. They have sent me a proof 
of their “Proceedings” in which I find they 
have set it up from your published copy. I can¬ 
not think that you will object to this, at this 
late period, and as so few of the Proceedings 
are published, but I think it right to tell yo\i, 
as I got the proof unexpectedly this morning. 
I am at Nahant for the present if you wish to 
communicate with me. 

At the foot of the first page of the “Memorial” 
pamphlet, the publishers printed a request that 
as Holmes’s poem was written expressly for that 
publication it not be copied or reprinted; in some 
copies, evidently those distributed to the press, 
this request is repeated by means of an inserted 
slip, described at page 152. In spite of this ex¬ 
pressed desire, it has been noted that two news¬ 
papers, at least, reprinted it in advance of the cen¬ 
tennial celebration, for it was in the New-Yor}^ 
Tribune of June 4, 1875, four days before copies 
of the “Memorial” pamphlet were deposited for 
copyright, and in the Boston Commonwealth of 
June 12, immediately after the publication of the 
pamphlet. For evidence that the private printing 
did not precede the “Memorial” pamphlet, see 
page 152. 


The original manuscript, dated May 12th 1875, 
is in the Library of Congress, endorsc<l by 
Holmes: “MS of Bunker Hill battle before the 
alterations and additions.” The Boston Public 
Library has a fair copy made by Holmes express¬ 
ly for the library; Holmes’s letter of presentation, 
June 15, 1875, calls it “the first complete manu¬ 
script,” 

Illustrations of this poem by Pyle, W, 11 . Shel¬ 
ton, and F. C. Jones appear in Illustrated Poenu 
0/ Holmes, 1885, described at page 196. 

(Grant.) At a Dinner to General Grant. 
(Boston, July 31, 1865.) Riv. xii (ii), 2^8: 
Cam. 205. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes. 187^. 

In the month of July 1865, Cieneral Grant 
visited Boston, giving only a short advance no¬ 
tice of his plans. He arrived at seven o’clock 
Saturday evening, the twenty-ninth, and left at 
eight o’clock Tuesday morning, the first of Au¬ 
gust. A dinner was tendered him at the Union 
Club on Monday evening. No mention of 
Holmes’s poem has been found in the Boston pa¬ 
pers at any time during the visit. The Advertiser, 
reporting the dinner, states that no speeches were 
made; it looks as if Holmes had his verses ready 
but found no occasion to read them. 

(The above seems unlikely; Holmes would not 
have given his poem the title he did if the lines 
had not actually been used on the occasion. He 
told Motley—Morse, vol. n, page 174—that he 
had talked to Grant twice. A probable explana¬ 
tion is that Holmes took great pains to protect his 
poem from reporters, as he had earlier in the sum¬ 
mer tried to protect his poem for the dinner for 
Admiral Farragut. The latter poem did not, in 
fact, get out until the evening of August i, more 
than a month after the event, and then much to 
Holmes’s surprise and indignation. Holmes prob¬ 
ably made his indignation known sufficiently to 
prevent any such steals of his poem to Grant — 

Ed.) 

While the Riverside edition was in preparation, 
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Howells wrote to Holmes (September 29, 1891, 
Library of Congress), calling attention to the 
omission of the fourth stanza of this poem from 
the Handy Volume edition of 1881, and asking 
if this was by intention. The lines were restored 
in the Riverside edition. 

Gray Chief, The. (Dr. James Jackson, Mas¬ 
sachusetts Medical Society, May 25, 1859.) 
Rit^. xi (i}, 257; Cam. 102. 

Boston Daily Courier, Thursday morning, May 
26, 1859. 

Boston Evening Transcript, May 26, 1859; with 
reference to the poem as “complimentary to 
the venerable Dr. James Jackson.” 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, June 
2, 1859, vol. LX, page 367. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

On page 102 of the Cambridge edition, it is 
stated that this poem was “in honor of Dr. Jacob 
Bigelow.” A careful reading of the report of this 
meeting of the Massachusetts Medical Society, as 
printed in The Boston Medical and Surgical Jour¬ 
nal for June 2, 1859 (vol. xl, page 367), will fully 
support the statement made above that the lines 
were intended not for Dr. Bigelow but for Dr. 
James Jackson, in honor of the fiftieth anniver¬ 
sary of his receiving the degree of M.D. from Har¬ 
vard University. It will be remembered that, while 
Holmes was studying medicine in Boston before 
going to Paris, Dr. Jackson was his principal in¬ 
structor. 

(Great Central Fair, Philadelphia, 1864.) 

See (Philadelphia Sanitary Fair, 1864). Hymn. 

Grisette, La. Riv. xiii (in), 255; Cam. 526. 

The American Monthly Magazine, April 1836, 
new series, vol. i, page 377; unsigned. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

The subject of this poem may have been real. 
In the Sargent papers (vol. i, page 17, in the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Historical Society) is a gossipy letter 


from Park Benjamin to John O. Sargent. Written 
September 13, 1833, it records: “I have received 
a charming letter from our dear little doctor— 
date June 20.” Benjamin goes on to describe the 
letter and reports that Holmes has confessed to 
having “refreshed himself with making love to a 
pretty Grisette.” 

H 

H.C.M. H.S. J.K.W. 1873. 

See (Meriam, Horatio). 

Hail, Columbia! Additional verses written 
at the request of the Committee for the 
Constitutional Centennial Celebration at 
Philadelphia. (September 17, 1887.) Riv. 
xiii (Hi), 775; Cam. 2go. 

New York Herald, September ii, 1887. 

New Hail Columbia! A. W. Auner, Philadel¬ 
phia. (Leaflet.) See page 211. 

The Press, Philadelphia, September 18, 1887. 

Hail Columbia! 1798-1887. Joseph Hopkinson. 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. (Leaflet, presum¬ 
ably official.) See page 210. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

Holmes’s additional stanzas for the familiar 
hymn “Hail, Columbia!” were written expressly 
for the celebration in Philadelphia, September 
I5» *6, 17, 1887, of the centennial anniversary of 
the framing of the Constitution of the United 
States. As implied in the official program for the 
occasion (a copy is in the collections of the Penn¬ 
sylvania Historical Society) and reported in the 
newspapers of the day, the lines were sung Satur¬ 
day morning, the seventeenth, by a chorus of two 
thousand children from the public schools, prob¬ 
ably all boys, in the presence of a huge audience 
gathered together in Independence Square. 

Holmes apparently did not get his manuscript 
ready until late in August; of two manuscripts m 
the Harvard library, one is dated August 27 
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(bound volume, page 955, in Harvard Holmes 
collection), and the other is dated August 29 
(fair copy on heavy paper, from the collection of 
Louis A. Kolb of Germantown). Both have the 
early text (see below). On August 31, Holmes 
sent the second to the committee in charge of the 
affair, asking that the date of the Hopkinson 
stanza be added and indicating his willingness 
to have his verses submitted to “Mr. Furness” of 
Philadelphia for criticism. This letter is also from 
the Kolb collection and now in the Harvard li¬ 
brary. 

On September 7, Holmes returned his corrected 
proof (now in the Harvard library, also from the 
Kolb collection). This proof is in the form of the 
“official” leaflet, described at page 210, but with 
the following differences; the type used for the 
headline of the Hopkinson stanza and for 
Holmes’s signature is not the same; the Hopkin¬ 
son stanza is still undated; the text is corrected (in 
manuscript, by Holmes) to agree with the manu¬ 
scripts referred to above, but none of the changes 
noted below is included in these corrections. In 
his covering letter (Harvard library, from the 
Kolb collection), he wrote: 

I should be pleased to have half a dozen 
copies of the corrected copy, which I need 
hardly say I will keep strictly private until 
after the celebration. 

Meanwhile, William H. Furness and his son 
Horace Howard had seen an early proof. They 
both wrote to Holmes on September 6, but their 
suggestions arrived too late to be incorporated in 
the proof Holmes returned on the seventh. 

But, by September 7, the two thousand school 
children must have been in training and must 
have had a text. Evidently the text, surely print¬ 
ed, was that of the uncorrected version. It is not 
surprising that it got loose; undoubtedly what 
Holmes once called “some misbegotten son of a 
reporter’s mother” (letter to Howells, February 5, 
1876, Harvard library) got hold of whatever text 
was used for rehearsals. The A. W. Auner leaflet 
probably derives from the same source. Auner’s 


date, August 24, could very easily derive trom a 
careless reading of Holmes’s manuscript, from 
which it is likely the children’s texts were print¬ 
ed, or from the proof described above. 

Receiving Holmes s additional corrections after 
the seventh (less than ten days away from the 
event), the busy committee for this impressive 
affair probably did not trouble to hurry his cor¬ 
rected version through, and certainly the gentle¬ 
man who had the two thousand youthful chorist¬ 
ers in hand would not want to teach them new 
lines. It seems likely that, contrary to Holmes’s 
letter quoted at page 21 r, the wrong words were 
sung; it is the uncorrected version that appears in 
the Philadelphia newspaper account of the affair. 
The Critic did not receive its copy of the correct 
lines until time for its October i number, and 
Holmes did not send the presentation leaflet until 
September 27 (see page 211). 

The uncorrected text had got out at any rate 
and Holmes was indignant. On September 15, 
arranging for the printing of another occasional 
poem (for the fountain at Stratford-on-Avon), 
he wrote to Francis J. Garrison (original in the 
Wilson collection, vol. ii, page 621): "I do not 
want my Philadelphia experiences with ‘Hail 
Columbia’ to be repeated here.” 

As for the texts, the most notable of the early 
differences is the sixth line of the third stanza, 
originally reading: “And make the Western 
world thine own!” 

In suggesting revisions, the elder Furness,“with 
deepest humility,” called attention to the line just 
quoted, remarking that it seemed “to hint at 
getting Canada.” Doubtless it was this remark 
that induced the new reading: “Till Freedom 
finds the world her own!” 

In the second stanza there is apparent reference 
to the fathers of the American Revolution. The 
early reading was: 

All the world their names shall read, 

Enrolled with his the hosts that led, 

Whose blood for us, for all, was shed. 

The newspapers had puzzled over this; we find 
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the second line printed “Enrolled with his hosts 
that led/' the “his” sometimes capitalized, by 
which neat metamorphosis George Washington 
became Jesus. Holmes tried to clarify the passage 
by changing it to: 

All the world their names shall read. 

Enrolled with his, the Chief that led 
The hosts whose blood for us was shed. 

There were other minor changes in the final 
version, with which the formal leaflet. The Critic 
(New York) of October i, 1887, and the editions 
of Holmes’s poems agree; the other citations 
noted above have the early text. 

Hale, Edward Everett. 

See Living Dynamo, The. 

(Halleck.) Poem at the Dedication of the 
Halleck Monument. (Guilford, Connecti¬ 
cut, July 8, 1869.) Riv. xii (it), 281; Cam. 
214. 

In Memory of Fitz-Greene Halleck, 1869. 

(Leaflet.) See page 137. 

New York Evening Post, July 9, 1869; with 
title: “In Memory of Fitz-Greene Halleck.” 
Boston Evening Transcript, July 9, 1869. 

A Description of the Dedication of the Monu¬ 
ment erected at Guilford, Connecticut, in 
Honor of Fitz-Greene Halleck, 1869, page 21. 
Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Morgan Library has a manuscript; there is 
a fair copy in the Library of Congress. 

Hanover. 

Holmes used this title in a letter to James T. 
Fields, referring to his Dartmouth Phi Beta 
Kappa poem, {Authors and Friends, Annie 
Fields, 1896, page 112). The letter speaks of his 
invitation to give the Yale Phi Beta Kappa poem 
{Astrcea, 1850, q.v.)\ he does not wish to be so 
“sneaky” as to do “Hanover” again. He had evi¬ 
dently repeated his Dartmouth poem (the manu¬ 
script of which once belonged to Fields) as he 


had repeated his Harvard Phi Beta Kappa poem, 
“Poetry, A Metrical Essay.” 

Hapless amour with too tall a maid. 

See (Harvard College, Class Day, 1829). 

Hark, hark, the dogs do bark. (Variations 
on.) 

See (Letters in verse). 

Harvard. 

See (Harvard College, 1880). 

Two Sonnets: Harvard. 

(Harvard Club of New York City.) 

See 1878. Two Sonnets: Harvard. 

1882. Alma Mater. 

(Harvard Club of New York City, 1866.) 
To the Harvard Association of New York 
City. (February 22, 1866.) 

New York Evening Post, February 23, 1866. 

TO THE HARVARD ASSOC. 

OF NEW YORK Cn*\' 

She to whose faithful breast each child is dear 
Hears the far murfnur of your voices meet- 
ing,— 

Ah sweetest music to her loving ear! 

And sends a mother’s greeting. 

When first enrobed her radiant form she 
dressed 

Truth was the pearl that on her forehead 
glistened,— 

Freedom her message to the virgin West, 

And the whole world has listened. 

Whate’er she gave you,—learning, science, 

a ru¬ 
shed from the mystic tree whose leaves are 

letters. 

One gift excelled them all—a manly heart 
Freed from all earthly fetters. 
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Guard well tlie pearl ot Harvard, all too white 
For the coarse hands to clutch that buy and 
barter,— 

Conquer with Freedom in her life-long light 
Or fall her noble martyr! 

Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Boston Feb. 20^** 1866. 

The manuscript, from which the above is 
taken, is in the Harvard Holmes collection. 

Harvard College. 

See Class of 1829. 

(Harvard Club of New York City). 

(Harvard Medical School). 

Harvard Nfusical Association. 

Harvard Phi Beta Kappa. 

(Hasty Pudding Club, 1828, 1829). 

(Museum of Comparative Zoology, 1859). 

(Harvard College, 1829. Class Day.) “Hap¬ 
less amour with too tall a maid.” (July 14 
1829.) 

No copy of this poem has been found. The 
manuscript records of the class of ’29 (Harvard 
archives), in the account of the class-day exer¬ 
cises, refer to the poem, “the chief objection to 
which was its brevity,’^ as humorous and char¬ 
acteristic (page 17). James Russell Lowell, in 
The Harvard Book^, 1875 (vol. n, page 165), 
quotes from the diary of the Rev. George Whit¬ 
ney, of the class of 1824, who describes Holmes 
and his poem as follows: 

. . . poem by young Holmes, son of Rev. Dr. 
Holmes of this town. He is both young and 
small in distinction from most others, and on 
these circumstances he contrived to cut some 
good jokes. His poem was very happy, and 
abounded in wit. Instead of a spiritual muse, 
he invoked for his goddesses the ladies pres¬ 
ent, and in so doing he sang very amusingly 
of his “hapless amour with too tall a maid.” 

Samuel May, secretary of the class, wrote to 
Holmes January 23, 1889 (Harvard Holmes col¬ 


lection), asking if he still had a copy of the class- 
day poem, adding: “The ‘Class Book’ has no 
copy . . . and clearly it should have! Can you and 
will you furnish one.^" Since the class book still 
lacks this interesting item, it is evident tliat 
Holmes either could not or would not supply the 
lack. 

(Harvard College, 1829. Commencement.) 

A Poem. (August 26, 1829.) “As the proud 
champion.” 

Amiable Autocrat, by Eleanor M. Tilton, New 
York, 1947, pages 56, 58; extracts. 

The complete poem has never been printed. 
The manuscript is in the Harvard archives. 

(Harvard College, 1829. Exhibition.) 

See Forgotten Ages. 

(Harvard College, 1830.) 

See Praeses (The) has a weekly row. 

(Harvard College, 1836.) A Song for the 
Centennial Celebration of Harvard Col¬ 
lege, September 8, 1836. Riv. xi (i). 73; 
Cam. 30. “When the Puritans came over.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849 (stereotyped edition). 

In 1886, at the 250th Harvard celebration. 

Holmes, in reminiscent remarks, referred to this 

song, saying: It was suggested to me by the late 

Dr. [Jacobj Bigelow . . . that I write a song to the 

tune, then a very familiar one, of ‘The poachers.’ 

This I did and sung it myself. . . (Harvard 

University. A Record of the Commemoration, 

November ^th to 8th. 1886, published 1887, page’ 
302.) 

(Harvard College, 1846.) A Modest Re¬ 
quest. Complied with after the dinner at 
President Everett’s Inauguration. (April 

30,1846.) ^ 

See Modest Request, A. 
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(Harvard College, 1849.) A Scintilla. Dis¬ 
tributed at the dinner following the inaug¬ 
uration of Jared Sparks, as president of 
Harvard University. (June 20, 1849.) 

See Scintilla, A. 

(Harvard College, 1857.) Meeting of the 
Alumni of Harvard College. (Alumni fes¬ 
tival, July 16, 1857.) Rw. xi (i), 262; Cam. 
104. “I thank you, Mr. President.” 

I thank you, Mr. President. (1857, leaflet, pri¬ 
vate printing.) See page 68. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 17, 1857. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The Boston Evening Transcript (July 17, 
1857) prints the “sentiment” by which Holmes 
was introduced; it reads as follows: 

The Poets of Harvard: While we gratefully 
acknowledge our indebtedness to a sister col¬ 
lege and a sister State for our laureate Long¬ 
fellow,—we may not only point with pride, 
as to the manor born, to our Lowell, our 
Emerson, our Lunt, our elder Frothingham, 
and our youngest Quincy, but we may rejoice, 
also, that we can find an ever ready, ever genial 
and graceful muse in our native Holmes, who 
so admirably personifies the idea of ancient 
mythology, ‘one power of physic, melody and 
song.* 

(Harvard College, 1857.) The Parting 
Song. Festival of the alumni. (July 16, 
1857.) 

See Parting Song, The. 

(Harvard College, 1865. Poem at Alumni 
dinner, July 19,1865.?) 

For a wholly uncorroborated conjecture (the 
editor’s) that Holmes provided a poem on this 
occasion, see page 360 under “No Time Like the 
Old Time.” 

(Harvard College, 1865,) For the Com¬ 


memoration Services, Cambridge. (July 21, 
1865.) Riv. xii (ii), 267; Cam. 208. “Four 
summers coined their golden light.” 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 22, 1865; but not 
in the earlier edition of this issue; reprinted 
in the issue of the Advertiser for July 24, 
1865. 

Boston Evening Transcript, July 22, 1865; with 
the note: The Poem by Dr. O.W.HoImes read 
at Cambridge yesterday was printed in the 
Advertiser this morning from a hasty ms. 
In another column it will be found with the 
author’s corrections. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

Holmes’s manuscript may well have been 
“hasty.” Evidently he did not get around to writ¬ 
ing the poem until fairly late in the month. Ten 
days before the event, he wrote Francis J. Child 
to ask if the keynote of the day was to be “funereal 
or gratulatory.” (The letter, dated July ii, 1865, 
is in the Harvard library.) 

A full and lively account of the day’s events is 
given by Hamilton Vaughan Bail in The Netv 
England Quarterly, June 1942, vol. xv, page 256. 

(Harvard College, 1869.) The Old Cruis¬ 
er. (Read, with additional verses, at the 
Commencement Day dinner, June 29, 
1869.) 

See Old Cruiser, The. 

(Harvard College, 1870.) Hymn for the 
Celebration at the Laying of the Corner- 
Stone of Harvard Memorial Hall, Cam¬ 
bridge. (October 6,1870.) Riv. xii (ii), ^^ 3 ' 
Cam. 214. “Not with the anguish.” 

Harvard College. Services on the Laying of the 
Corner Stone of Memorial Hall, October 6, 
1870. (Program.) See page 140. 

Boston Evening Transcript, October 6, 1870. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875: 

The manuscript (without title) in the Library 
of Congress has an extra stanza (after the first); 
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the final stanza is corrected to give the present 
reading. 

In a letter to the Boston journal, dated October 
6, 1870 (Wilson collection, vol. ii, page 570), 
Holmes asks to have the word hearts in line 3 of 
the first stanza changed to breasts; the change 
does not appear in the journal of October 7 nor 
in the Boston Daily Advertiser. It is made in 
Songs of Many Seasons. 


(Harvard College, 1873.) The Fountain of 
Youth. Read at the meeting of the Harvard 
Alumni Association. (Commencement 
Day dinner, June 25,1873.) 

See Fountain of Youth, The. 


(Harvard College, 1874.) Hymn for the 
Dedication of Memorial Hall at Cam¬ 


bridge. (June 23, 1874.) Rit/. xii (ii) 
Cam. 2/5. “Where girt around by s 
foes.” 


Harvard College. Dedication Day. June 23, 
1874. (Program.) See page 140. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 24, 1874, 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The poem is printed in facsimile of Holmes’s 
autograph in The New England Magazine, June 
1891, new series vol. iv, page 478. On June 18, 
1874, Holmes wrote to the university marshal, 
Henry Lee (Harvard archives): “I hope there 
will be a few flowers somewhere or other about 
the place to justify my second stanza.” 


Three drafts of the poem exist: two in the Har 
vard Holmes collection, one dated June 9th anc 
the other, used as printer’s copy, dated June 15th 
the third manuscript, in the Library of Congress 
is labeled by Holmes “The Approved Version.’ 
The differences in the three texts are very slight 
however. 


(Harvard College, 1879.) Vestigia Quin- 
que Retrorsum. (Commencement Day din¬ 
ner, June 25, 1879.) 

See Vestigia Quinque Retrorsum. 


(Harvard College, 1880.) Harvard. (Com¬ 
mencement Day dinner, June 50, 1880.) 
Cam. 268. “Changeless in beauty.” 

Boston Daily .Advertiser, July i, 1880. 

The Harvard Register, July 1880, vol. 11, page 
148. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 
1895 (Cambridge edition), page 268. 

The Advertiser reports Holmes’s introductory 
remarks as follows: 

Brothers of the Alumni: I did not need 
the example of my friend and brother doctor, 
the Governor of the Commonwealth, to teach 
me brevity today. Our president has two arts, 
one is that of extorting money out of the cof¬ 
fers that are flooded, and the other is that of 
extracting work out of the men that he has 
under him. I have had experience in the latter 
direction. I have to read nearly two hundred 
books for examination, containing, each of 
them, twenty questions, making two thou¬ 
sand theses, very nearly, each one of which 
I pass under review. I scarcely paused from 
that engrossing occupation to come here for 
a single moment; and before doing it I re¬ 
flected a moment how I could spare myself 
most labor, and leave you the greatest amount 
of time for the enjoyment that others will give 
you. The sonnet! The classical fourteen-line 
sonnet occurred to me as the safest refuge; and 
I proceed to read to you a sonnet, in the senti¬ 
ment of which I am sure you will all agree:— 

(Harvard College, 1885.) To James Rus¬ 
sell Lowell. (Commencement Day dinner, 
June 23,1885.) “This is your month.” 

See (Lowell, 1885). 




Two Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the Founding of Harvard College. (No¬ 
vember 8, 1886). Ria. xiii (Hi), Cam 
277. 
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(Author’s private printing, 1886.) See page 209. 
The Atlantic Monthly, December 1886, vol. 

Lviii, no. 350, supplement, page 18. 

Harvard University. A Record of the Com¬ 
memoration, 1886, on the Two Hundred and 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Founding of 
Harvard College, 1887, page 237. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

The Library of Congress has an incomplete 
manuscript draft of the poem, which includes 
lines never used. 

Harvard Medical School. 

For three poems apparently written for Har¬ 
vard Medical School parties, see “Come you Pro¬ 
fessors,” (Manuscript) “Cut out the clavicle,” 
and (Manuscript) “I told him I wouldn’t.” 

Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology. 

See (Museum of Comparative Zoology, 1859). 

Harvard Musical Association. 

See Opening of the Piano, The. 

Variations on an Aria. 

Harvard Phi Beta Kappa.* 

See 1836. Poetry, A Metrical Essay. 

1837. Song of Other Days, A. 

1841. Questions and Answers. 

1843. After-Dinner Poem, An. 

1844. Verses for After-Dinner. 

1846. Sentiment, A. “The pledge of 
Friendship!” 

1862. Never or Now. 

1864. Old Graduate’s Verses, An. 

1865. No Time Like the Old Time. 

1867. Chanson without Music. 

1868. Bill and Joe. 

1873. Poem Served to Order, A. 

1878. Silent Melody, The. 

1880. Archbishop and Gil Bias, The. 

• Not all these poems were first given for this So¬ 
ciety. 


1881. Post-Prandial. 

1885. To the Poets Who Only Read and 
Listen. 

Hast thou a look for me, love.? Without 
title. 

The New-England Magazine, October 1831, 
vol. I, page 319; without title, in the prose 
sketch, “A Week of Frailty,” signed: O. 
W. H. 

Hasten Slowly. 

This title is used for a brief selection from “A 
Rhymed Lesson,” in The Old Farmers Alma- 
nac\ for 1848 (1847), page 40. 

(Hasty Pudding Club, 1828.) Poem. (For 
Washington’s Birthday.) 

The manuscript records of the Club (on de¬ 
posit, Harvard archives) indicate that on Decem¬ 
ber 14, 1827, Holmes was appointed to deliver 
a poem for the Club’s public meeting of February 
22, 1828 (records, vol. viii, page 92). No descrip¬ 
tion of Holmes’s poem appears in the records. 
There is no certainty that the subject was suited 
to the date, but it seems likely that it was. 

(Hasty Pudding Club, 1828.) For soon ap¬ 
peared the smiling pot. (May 2, 1828.) 
Without title. 

Amiable Autocrat, by Eleanor M. Tilton, New 
York, 1947, page 52. 

The original is in Holmes’s hand in the manu¬ 
script records (vol. viii, page lor) of the Hasty 
Pudding Club under the date May 2, 1828. 
Holmes was then serving the Club as its secre¬ 
tary, the records from April 8, 1828, to July 3 
(pages 100-9) being in his hand. 

(Hasty Pudding Club, 1828.) Yankee 
Doodle. (October 31, 1828.) 

The Club records for October 31, 1828 (vol. 
VIII, page 115), report that “Brother Holmes sang 
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a number of detached verses of ‘Yankee Doodle’ 
with his usual willingness to promote our festivi¬ 
ties,” The implication is that the verses were of 
Holmes’s own contriving; no trace of them has 
been found. 

(Hasty Pudding Club, 1829.) Song. 
(March 19,1829.) 

The manuscript records of the Club (vol. vin, 
page 128) report that Holmes provided a "song” 
for the meeting of March 19, 1829, "which verily 
pleased and amused us much.” 

Haven, Corinna. 

See To Corinna. 

(Hayes.) To Rutherford Birchard Hayes. 
At the dinner to the President. (Boston, 
June 27,1877.) Rit/. xiii (in), 46; Cam. 2^9. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 28, 1877; signed: 

O.W.H. June 26, 1877. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 31.J. 

Although dated June 26, the lines were actually 
read at the dinner to Hayes on the evening of 

June 27. Until the Cambridge edition, the title is 
“To R.B.H ” 

An incomplete manuscript (32 lines) was sold 
at auction in 1937. 

Health, A, 

This title was used for "Song for a Temper¬ 
ance Dinner,” in The Bridal Wreath, Boston, 
1845. 

Heart’s Own Secret, The. (Mercantile Li¬ 
brary Association, Boston, November 14, 
1855.) 

Private Copy (in large type, for the use of the 
author when reading in public, 1855). With¬ 
out title. See page 64. 

Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 

1856, vol. n, page 38; copious extracts, with 
introductory remarks. 


Sec page 373 for an account of the later print¬ 
ings of this composite poem; it has never appeared 
in its entirety as printed in the private priming. 
The component poems are recorded scp.irately 
in this section under their separate titles: "The 
Banker’s Secret,” "The Exile's Secret.” "'Ehc 
Lover’s Secret,” "The Mother’s Secret," "'Hie f )ld 

Player,” "The Secret of the Stars,” and "The 
Statesman’s Secret.” 

See also Appendix 5. 

Hebrew Tale, A. 

See At the Pantomime. 

(Hedge.) To Frederick Henry Hedge. At 
a dinner given to him on his eightieth birth¬ 
day, December 12th, 1885, with a bronze 
statuette of John of Bologna's Mercury, 
presented by a few friends. Riv. xiii (Hi), 
1^2; Cam. 2J4. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1886, vol. lvii, 
page 374; in "The New Portfolio. Two ‘Oc¬ 
casional’ Poems, with an Introduction.” 
Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

The manuscript, as prepared for The Atlantic, 
is in the Aldrich papers. Harvard library. 

Height of the Ridiculous, The. Rii^. xt (i), 
52; Cam. 14. 

The Collegian. Cambridge, July 1830, no. 6, 

page 285; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

For sheet music, see page 508. A woodcut by 

D. C. Johnson, illustrating the poem, is in Ballou's 
Pictorial. September 8, 1855. 

For an author s reading of his own poems 
Holmes introduced "The Height of the Ridicu¬ 
lous” as follows (page 883 of the bound volume 

of manuscripts in the Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion): 

And here I must read you the verses which 
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probably have stood more in the way of my 
reputation than any others I have ever written. 

A young actor should be very careful not to 
shew himself for the first time in broad farce. 
If he does his audience will be pretty sure to 
laugh at him when he appears in the solemn 
garb of woe as Hamlet. If he once figures as 
end man with a band of negro minstrels it will 
take him a long while to get the burnt cork 
of! his face. 

I have twice seen myself placarded in rural 
districts as the personage spoken of in the two 
last lines of the verses I am going to read you. 
This was to draw people to a lecture. Imagine 
being led in by the secretary and facing an 
audience ready to break out in unextinguish- 
able laughter at the first words you should 
utter, your lecture being rather sad than gay, 
decidedly serious and reflective, “equally cred¬ 
itable to your head and heart” as characterized 
by a village editor, but as little like what they 
were expecting as a hearse is to a four in hand. 
—It took a long time to get the face of my 
muse white again after publishing “The 
Height of the Ridiculous.” 

Here it is,—With the Slight Alterations! 

Title used in The Autocrat for “Ode for a So¬ 
cial Meeting.” 

Here’s to Our Chief. 

See (Shaw, Lemuel). 

His Honor’s father yet remains. 

See (Holmes, O. W., Jr., 1883). 

(Holmes, Amelia Lee.) March 6, 1840. 
“One word—and that so softly fell.” 

A manuscript, of 32 lines, without title, dated 
March 6th 1840, was recently added to the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. This is the first of three 
newly discovered unpublished poems addressed 
by Holmes to Amelia Lee Jackson before their 
marriage on June 15, 1840. 


(Holmes, Amelia Lee.) May 22, 1840. “O 
Dearest, may each coming year.” 

A manuscript of three quatrains, without title, 
dated May zad 1840, was recently added to the 
Harvard Holmes collection. The second of three 
love poems addressed to Amelia Lee Jackson. 

The prospective bridegroom appears to be a 
little nervous, describing the year as one of 
“mingling love and fear.” 


(Holmes, Amelia Lee.) May 30, 1840. 
“When skims the summer moon on high.” 

A manuscript of three eight-line stanzas, with¬ 
out tide, dated May 30th 1840, was recently added 
to the Harvard Holmes collection. The third of 
three love poems addressed to Amelia Lee Jack- 
son before their marriage. These verses mention 
Amelia by name and are in a lighter vein than the 
other two, for the bridegroom anticipates the day 
when he may call his wife by the less poetic but 
more comfortable name of “Milly.” 


(Holmes, O. W., Jr., 1883.) His Honor’s 
father yet remains. (Boston Bar Associa¬ 
tion, January 30, 1883.) Without title. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, January 31, 1883, 
eleven stanzas. 

Boston Evening Transcript, January 31, 1883, 
thirteen stanzas, and introductory remarks. 
Albany Law Journal, February 10, 1883; eleven 


stanzas. 

yrics of the Law, by J. Greenbag Croke 
(pseud, of Joseph Hasbrouck, San Francis 
CO, preface dated Jan. 10), 1884, page 30, 
thirteen stanzas, headed: Boston Bar Ban¬ 
quet Response; page 296 quotes the Tran¬ 
script account of the introductory remarks, 
ife of Oliver Wendell Holmes, by E. E. 


stanzas* 


A manuscript (thirteen stanzas), dated January 
29, 1883, has recently been added to the Harvar 

Holmes collection. 
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(Holmes Hospital.) Hymn read at the 
Dedication of the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Hospital at Hudson, Wisconsin. (June 7, 
1887.) Riv. xiii (Hi), i6g; Cam, 288, 

Hudson Star and Times (Hudson, Wisconsin), 
June 10, 1887, 

Standard Recitations, by Frances P. Sullivan, 
no. 17, September 1887, page 48; with title: 
“Our Brother.” * 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

Holmes’s letter, February 4, 1886, granting the 
use of his name for the new hospital, was ad¬ 
dressed to its founder, Dr. Irving O. Wiltrout, and 
printed in facsimile in Announcement of the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Hospital, Hudson, St. 
Croix County, Wisconsin, 1887, page [4] (see 
page 579), A second letter, transmitting the hymn 
and dated April 25, 1887, was printed in the Hud¬ 
son Star and Times, June 10, 1887, and again in 
the Hudson Star-Observer for January 22, 1942. 
The hospital was destroyed by fire, May 10, 1934. 

The Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 626) has 
the original correspondence about this poem and 
the manuscript which was used as printer’s copy. 
Holmes’s copy of the manuscript is in the Library 
of Congress. 

Home. 

This title was used for the poem, “Our Home 
—Our Country,” in the anniversary volume. Ex¬ 
ercises in Celebrating the 2^oth Anniversary of 
the Settlement of Cambridge, 1881. 

Homesick in Heaven. Riv. xii (ii), 759; 
Cam. i6g. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1872, vol. xxix, 
page 103; in “The Poet.” 

• The stanzas are printed in a different order, the 
poem beginning with stanza 4, “Not ours to ask in 
freezing tones,” followed by stanzas 5 and 6, return¬ 
ing to stanzas 1-3, and ending as in the regular 
printings. 

[ 


Tlie Poet at the Breakfast-Table, by Holmes, 
1872, page 37. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

(Hopkins, Gifted, verses by.) 

Fragments of verses ostensibly from the pen of 
Holmes’s fictional poet appear in The Guardian 
Angel. See “Another’s”; “O daughter of the 
spiced South”; "Oh would, oh would that thou 
wast here”; “She moves in splendor”; “Triumph 
of Song, The.” 

Hosea Biglow’s folks is gone. 

See (Lowell, 1855). 

Hot Season, The. Riv. xiii (Hi), 27/; Cam. 
330. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Housatonic, A Vision of the. 

See (Wordsworth). 

How blithely wakes the morning beam! 

See (Manuscript). 

How came I here ? 

See (Philadelphia College of Physicians, 1892). 

How I cut the fresh branches of succulent 
rhyme. 

See (Manuscript). 

How Not to Settle It. (Class meeting, Jan¬ 
uary 4,1877.) Riv. xii (ii), yy, Cam. i^8. 

The Atlantic Monthly, February 1877, vol. 
XXXIX, page 257. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 237. 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881). 

The rapt attention given to these lines when 
read at the class dinner of January 4, 1877, is in- 
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dicated in the letter addressed to Holmes by May, 
the class secretary, in which he writes, two days 
later (Harvard Holmes collection): 

Dear Holmes; 

Do not consider me, pray, as obtruding ad¬ 
vice herein. I }{now that you always hit, with 
a quick & nice sense of the fitness of time & 
other things, the proper & best time of print¬ 
ing such of our class-poems as you decide to 
print at all. I have however a slight fear that 
you may not think of printing at all the poem 
you read to us Thursday evening. I wish to 
say my word in favor of printing it,—and, of 
course, if at all, at once. It would act as a 
settler of the crude & muddy ideas floating 
about in the community as to using force in 
settling the issues of the election. ... I think 
the printing of your lines now will be ex¬ 
ceedingly timely, and will meet with a most 
cordial & general response—& do a great & 
real good. 

. . . Do get it into Feb. Atlantic, if possible, 
—giving it to us within ten or twelve days of 
now,—unless you can do better still. . . . 

A passage from Paul Leland Haworth’s The 
Hayes-Tilden Election, 1906 (page 168) will 
recall the intense excitement over the closeness 
of the vote, during the three months following 
the presidential election of 1876: 

Few of the generation which has grown up 
since then will have any but the faintest con¬ 
ception of the gravity of the situation existing 
during the winter of 1876-77. In the end the 
question at issue was settled peaceably with¬ 
out leaving many traces that could easily be 
remarked by future observers. But at the time 
probably more people dreaded an armed con¬ 
flict than had anticipated a like outcome to the 
secession movement of 1860-61. 

At another page of the same work, Haworth 
states that in preparation for a possible resort to 
arms military organization had been ejected in 
eleven states of the Union. 


May’s letter was not needed to induce Holmes 
to print the poem, for he had already sent the 
lines to The Atlantic Monthly. On January 6, 
Howells, acknowledging it, expressed enthusias¬ 
tic pleasure at the poem and promised to place it 
in the March Atlantic, for the February number 
was already stereotyped. Holmes’s answer of Jan¬ 
uary 8 (the original in the Harvard library is mis¬ 
dated 1876) and Howells’ response are as follows: 

My dear Mr. Howells, 

I am very glad that you like my verses, but a 
little troubled that they are too late for the 
February number. I received on Saturday a 
letter from my classmate Rev. Samuel May 
which I enclose and which I will thank you to 
return after looking over. I confess that I had 
and have a feeling that these verses if pub¬ 
lished about this time might have a certain use 
as a fillip to public sentiment. If published in 
the middle of February will it not be rather 
late? 

I do not want to give away what has a com¬ 
mercial value. The Independent, for instance, 
would pay me well, I have no doubt, as I have 
had urgent applications from that paper. At 
the same time I hate to leave the Atlantic and 
if the verses would not be a day after the fair 
so late as February I would rather see them 
there. 

Do help me with your best judgment, for J 
am perplexed and have not yet answered May s 

letter. 

Everything depends in such matters m 
striking just as the iron sparkles on the anvil. 

Very truly Yours 
OWHolmes 

Riverside, Cambridge, Mass. 

Jan. 9, 1877. 

Dear Doctor Holmes: 

I had supposed it quite impossible to get 

your poem into the February number, but 
such is the enterprise of our people that they 
said it must go in, somehow, and althoug 
the magazine was in the bindery, they ave 
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sent the poem to the printers’, and you will 
get a proof of it with this to-day. . . . The 
poem will be placed the last thing in the 
magazine, and attention will be specially 
called to it on the cover and in the papers. 
We all like it e.xceedingly, and are ready to 
believe that it will prove a solution of the 
whole political difficulty. Certainly no one 
can read it without being recalled to his 
senses—if he has any. 

Yours faithfully, 

W.D.Howells. 

The cost book of the Riverside Press (1876-77, 
page 49) under the date January 20, 1877 
day Harvard received its copy of the magazine 
from the publisher), records at the end of the en¬ 
try for the February Atlantic the work necessary 
to get the poem into the magazine, the last cost 
recorded being for “Pasting 850 Slips on Cover 
and 4 pp. in maga.” The poem appears at the very 
end of the number, following the fine-type sur¬ 
veys of literature, music, and art that usually filled 
the final pages of the number. 

The Howells letters of the sixth and ninth of 
January are among the Holmes papers in the Li¬ 
brary of Congress. The Library of Congress also 
has two manuscripts: one (without title or date) 
is an early draft; the other, a fair copy. 

How oft, as children, on the stage. 

See (Manuscript). 

How the Old Horse Won the Bet. (Har¬ 
vard Advocate dinner, Boston, May ii, 
1876.) Riv. xiii {in), 52; Cam, 2^4, 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1876, vol. xxxviii, 
page 44; with subtitle: “Dedicated by a con¬ 
tributor to The Collegian, 1830, to the edi¬ 
tors of The Harvard Advocate, 1866-1876“; 
read at their decennial dinner, May ii, 1876. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 309. 

Mr. T. T. Baldwin, in the Harvard Graduates* 


Magazine for June 1906 (vol. xiv, page 600), 
writes that Holmes withheld the poem from the 
columns of the Advocate, saying: ‘'Young Ccii- 
tlemen, that poem might do to read before your 
board, but I hardly think it worthy a place in your 
columns.” 

This uncertainty about the poem probably ac¬ 
counts for the following letter to the editor of 
The Atlantic Monthly (letter in the Harvard li¬ 
brary): 

Boston, May 12*^ 1876. 

My dear Mr. Howells, 

I have learned to trust a good deal in your 
critical taste and judgment. Some poems I 
know are all right for the Atlantic—others I 
am disposed to question—others I should not 
think perhaps of sending to it. I did not ex¬ 
pect you to print the “rub a dub” verses, but 
I wanted you to look over them, before I de¬ 
cided what to do with them. After [Cut out] 
not too happy effort in the last number one is 
disposed to be cautious. I want you to run your 
eye over a poem I read last evening at the Har¬ 
vard Advocate Editors dinner and send it 
back to me for revision etc and a title. If you 
think it can be shaped into an available poem 
for the Atlantic you will tell me so—if other¬ 
wise promise me that you will not trouble 
yourself with fair words to save any ap¬ 
prehended bruising of my sensibilities. I am 
getting fast into the Archbishop’s period of 
production and if you play the part of Gil 
Bias to me you shall not experience the in¬ 
gratitude which was his reward. 

Please remember that this is hastily finished 
or rather unfinished and would want careful 
looking over for emendation—alteration— 
omission—addition—any or all of them. 

Very truly always 
O W Holmes 

The original manuscript, with Howells’ mar¬ 
ginal notations, is in the bound volume of mis¬ 
cellaneous manuscripts (page 991), Harvard 
Holmes collection. 
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How well I remember through years that 
are gone. 

See (Manuscript). 

(Howe, Julia Ward.) “If I were one, O 
Minstrel Wild.” (January i, 1854.) With¬ 
out title. 

Julia Ward Howe, by Laura E. Richards and 
Maud Howe Elliott, Boston, 1916, vol. i, 
page 140. 

These verses were apparently written after 
Holmes had read Mrs. Howe’s book Passion 
Flowers, published in December 1853. Mrs. Howe 
was flattered into feeling contrition for her criti¬ 
cal and flip notices of Holmes’s Lowell Institute 
lectures (1853), which she had reported for the 
Commonwealth. (See Appendix 5.) In her poem 
“A Vision of Montgomery Place,” published in 
her Words for the Hour (Boston, 1857, pages 115- 
18), she confesses, “I was the saucy Common¬ 
wealth,’* and repays Holmes’s flattery in good 
measure. 

A typescript of Holmes’s verses is in the Har¬ 
vard library. 

(Howe, Samuel Gridley.) A Memorial 
Tribute, Read at the Meeting Held at Music 
Hall, February 8, 1876, In Memory of Dr. 
Samuel G. Howe. Riv. xiii {Hi), Cam. 
229. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 9, 1876; 
stanzas 12 to 15 only. 

The Adantic Monthly, April 1876, vol. xxxvii, 
page 464. 

Memoir of Dr, Samuel Gridley Howe, by Julia 
Ward Howe, 1876, page 89. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 299. 

There is a complete manuscript in the Library 
of Congress and another in the Harvard Holmes 
collection. The Massachusetts Historical Society 
has a fair copy of stanzas 12 to 15 with the note: 
“I should be much obliged if the Reporters would 


be content with this specimen of the verses I 
read, as I have promised the poem after careful 
revision, to the Atlantic Monthly.” A note in an¬ 
other hand asks for ”4 slips early,” Holmes evi¬ 
dently having asked to see proof. 

(Howells, Winifred.) (April 24, 1887.) 
For Miss Howells’ Album. 

The following verses appear in a rough draft 
in the Harvard Holmes collection, with the head¬ 
ing “For Miss Howells’ Album.” A conjecture 
that the verses must have been written for a 
daughter of William Dean Howells was con¬ 
firmed when the album of Miss Winifred Howells 
(also in the Harvard library) was examined by 
Mr. Metcalf. The verses in the album have no 
title but are dated as above. 

It is winter with me now,— 

Not a pippin on the bough 
Save a single “froze-n-thaw”; 

Spread your lap and it shall fall,— 

It’s an apple after all. 

Though it’s neither roast nor raw. 

So my verse its life has lost 
In its battles with the frost 

And I fear the branch will break 
While the leafless tree I climb 
For this "froze-n-thaw” of rhyme 
For a dear young maiden’s sake. 

Hudson, The. After a Lecture at Albany. 
(Young Men’s Association, Albany, De¬ 
cember 1,1854.) Riv. xi (i), 2j/; Cam. 94- 

Albany Journal, December 2, 1854) without 
title. 

Recollections, composed by Thos. Spencer 

Lloyd, 1855. See page 508. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The lecture in which Holmes read this poem 
was “The Audience”; see Appendix 5. 

Humboldt’s Birthday. Centennial Celebra¬ 
tion. (Boston Society of Natural History, 
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September 14, 1869.) (H), 279; 

Cam, 2/j. Subtitle: Bonaparte, August 15, 
1769—Humboldt, September 14,1869. 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1869, voi. 
XXIV, page 637. 

Bonaparte, Aug. 15th, 1769.—Humboldt, Sept. 
14th, 1769. (Leaflet.) See page 136. 

Address delivered on the Centennial Anniver¬ 
sary of the Birth of Alexander Humboldt, by 
Louis Agassiz, 1869, page 86. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

For additional data on the early printings of 
this poem, see pages 136-37, 140. 

The Boston Public Library has a manuscript 
written out for Justin Winsor. It is preserved in a 
scrapbook devoted to the occasion and is accom¬ 
panied by a letter from Holmes to Winsor, Sep- 
temper 16, 1869, in which Holmes writes that he 
has laid the poem away “for revision before print¬ 
ing” and promises a manuscript copy “in due 
time” for Mr. Winsor’s collection. 

Hunting Songs. 

Holmes wrote several songs for the annual 
hunting parties at Naushon Island. The only one 
included in his collected works is “The Island 
Hunting-Song,” for the year 1839, beginning 
with the words “No more the summer floweret 
charms.” For a record of the Naushon songs that 
have been preserved, consult the heading “Nau¬ 
shon,” at pages 355 ff. 

Hymn after the Emancipation Proclama¬ 
tion. (Boston, February 4, 1865.) Riv. xii 

(n)y 227; Cam. ig^, '‘Giver of all that 
crowns our days.” 

Order of Exercises, Boston Music Hall, Feb¬ 
ruary 4, 1865. See page 125. 

(Leaflet printing, 1865.) See page 126. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 6, 1865. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The title under which this hymn has been print¬ 
ed in Sofigs of Many Seasons and in the editions 


of Holmes’s collected poems. "Hymn after the 
Emancipation Proclamation,” is (putting it 
mildly) misleading. The hymn was written after 
the passage of the 1 hirtcenth Amendment, which 
abolished slavery, February 1865, and not after 
the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863. 

Hymn at the Funeral Services of Charles 
Sumner, Boston, April 29, 1874. "Once 
more, ye sacred towers.” 

See (Sumner). 

Hymn for the Celebration of the Laying 
of the Corner-Stone of Harvard Memorial 
Hall. (October 6, 1870.) “Not with the 
anguish.” 

See (Harvard College, 1870). 

Hymn for the Class-Meeting. (January 6, 
1869.) Rit/. xii (ii), ^g; Cam. i2g. “Thou 
Gracious Power.” 

(Without title, in leaflet form, dated:) Jan. 6rh, 
1869. See page 138. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 
Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881). 

See page 508 for sheet music. 

Hymn for the Dedication of Memorial 
Hall at Cambridge. (June 23, 1874.) 
“Where girt around by savage foes.” 

See (Harvard College, 1874). 

Hymn for the Fair at Chicago, 1865. “O 
God! In danger’s darkest hour.” 

See (Chicago Soldiers’ Fair, 1865). 

Hymn for the Inauguration of the Statue 
of Governor Andrew. (Hingham, Massa¬ 
chusetts, October 7, 1875.) “Behold the 
shape.” 

See (Andrew, Governor). 
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Hymn for the Two Hundredth Anniver¬ 
sary of King s Chapel. (Boston, December 
15,1886.) “Overshadowed by the walls that 
climb ” 

See (King’s Chapel, 1886). 

Hymn of Peace, A. (National Peace Jubi¬ 
lee, Boston, June 15,1869.) Riv, xn{ii),so$; 
Cam, 22J. “Angel of Peace, thou hast wan¬ 
dered too long!” 

The National Peace Jubilee and Musical Re¬ 
porter, Boston, June 5, 1869, page [ij; the 
words only. 

Official Monthly Bulletin of the Great National 
Celebration of Peace and Musical Festival, 
Boston, May and June 1869, no. 4, page 4; 
the words only. Copies of this issue deposited 
for copyright June 9, 1869. 

Music to be Performed at the Grand National 
Peace Jubilee! Ditson, Boston and New York, 
1869. appendix, page 9. Copies deposited for 
copyright June 10, 1869, and probably sent 
out to members of the chorus on June 4; see 
page 568. This has both words and music. 
Programme of the National Peace Jubilee Con¬ 
cert, Boston. First day, June 15, 1869; the 
words only. See page 138. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

An account of Gilmore’s interview with 
Holmes to invite him to write the hymn is in 
The History of the National Peace Jubilee, by P. 
S. Gilmore, 1871, page 291. 

An unidentified proof slip in Holmes’s Civil 
War scrapbook (Harvard library), page no, has 
the text as it appears in Songs of Many Seasons; 
e.g., olive-leaf instead of, as in the program, olive- 
leaved. 

Hymn of the Dawn. 

See Sun-Day Hymn, A. 

Hymn of Trust. (1859.) Riv. xii (ii), 144', 
Cam. 163. “O Love Divine.” 


The Atlantic Monthly, November 1859, vol. iv, 
page 633; in “The Professor.” 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 356. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

For sheet music, see page 509. The manuscript 
is in the Huntington Library in the manuscript of 
The Professor. 

Hymn read at the Dedication of the Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Hospital at Hudson, Wis¬ 
consin. (June 7,1887.) “Angel of love.” 

See pages 202-3. 

Hymn—The Word of Promise. (By sup¬ 
position.) An Hymn set forth to be sung by 
the Great Assembly at Newtown, Mo. 12. 
I. 1636. (Cambridge, February 12, 1886.) 
Rh. xiii (Hi), 167; Cam. 288. “Lord, Thou 

hast led us as of old.” 

(Single sheet, leaflet printing, without title.) 
See pages 202-3. 

Order of Services at the 250th Anniversary of 
the Organization of the First Church in Cam¬ 
bridge, February 12, 1886. See page 204. 
Hymn; The Word of Promise. (Single-sheet 
offprint of the hymn from the type of the 
“Order of Services.”) See page 204. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 13, 1886. 
Services at the Celebration of the 25°'^ Anni¬ 
versary of the First Church in Cambridge, 
1886 (Cambridge, John Wilson & Son), page 
22; with Holmes’s remarks before reading 

the hymn, at page 120. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

The Rev. Alexander McKenzie, D.D., thank¬ 
ing Holmes for sending the hymn, wrote, on Feb¬ 
ruary 6, 1886: “We desire very much that you 
should read it to the Congregation,—give it ou , 
as the old phrase is,-& then join with us in sing¬ 
ing it. Will you do us the favor,?” Again, on e - 
ruary 22: “The most appropriate Hymn w ic 
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you gave us, your presence with us, and the read¬ 
ing of the Hymn, were among the events of chief 
interest in the commemoration services." These 
two letters are in the Library of Congress. 

In a letter of February 24, 1886 (Wilson col¬ 
lection, vol. II, page 617, original now in the col¬ 
lection of Mr. P. D. Howe), Holmes gives an ac¬ 
count of the occasion. 

There is an early manuscript draft of the poem 
in the Harvard Holmes collection; the Library of 
Congress has a manuscript of the corrected ver¬ 
sion. 

Hymn, Written for the Great Central Fair 
in Philadelphia, 1864. “Father, send on 
earth again.” 

See (Philadelphia Sanitary Fair, 1864). 

Hymn Written for the Twenty-Fifth An¬ 
niversary of the Reorganization of the Bos¬ 
ton Young Men's Christian Union. (May 

31, 1893.) “Our Father! while our hearts 
unlearn.” 

See (Boston Young Men’s Christian Union, 
1893). 

I 

I Asked Three Little Maidens. 

This title was used for the poem “An Impromp¬ 
tu, at the Walcker Dinner, upon the Completion 
of the Great Organ for the Boston Music Hall," 
as set to music by S. N. Penfield. See page 510. 

I build not here the lofty rhyme. 

See (Manuscript). 

I cannot say if truth there be. Without 
title. Ives, 36. 

The New-England Magazine, March 1832, vol. 
n, page 228; without title, in the prose 
sketch, “The Debut,” signed: O.W.H. 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives, 
1907, page 36. 


I Like You and I Love You. Riv. xiii (Hi), 
i8g; Cam. 30/. 

The Atlantic Monthly, May 1890, vol. lxv, 
page 703; in “Over the Teacups." 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 144. 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 189. 

The manuscript is inserted in the manuscript 
of Otfer the Teacups, Library of Congress. 

I thank thee for the silken prize. 

See (Manuscript). 

Idle Boys, The. 

Ives, page 37, attributes this poem to Holmes, 
but in Holmes’s initialed copies of the Illustra¬ 
tions of the Athenceum Gallery it is assigned (by 
Holmes) to John O. Sargent; and in The Har¬ 
binger, 1833, it appears in Part III, which is de¬ 
voted wholly to Sargent’s poems. 

Idols. 

This is section xi of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

If any other son of Adam. (r«. i860.) 

See (Letter in Verse). 

If I were one, O Minstrel Wild. 

See (Howe, Julia Ward). 

If man, or boy, or dolt, or scholar. 

This is the first line of the motto that accom¬ 
panied the poem “A Dollar’s Worth," recorded 
at page 299; the motto is printed in Ives, page 19. 

If schoolboy memory does not serve me 
wrong. 

See (Connecticut State Medical Society). 

niustration of a Picture. “A Spanish Girl 
in Reverie.” Riv. xiii (iii), 251; Cam. 525. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 
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(The picture was in the Athenasum Gallery 
exhibit of 1831. It is number 135 in the Catalogue 
of the Fifth Exhibition of Paintings in the Athe- 
nceum Gallery, Boston, 1831, page 5. The paint¬ 
er of the picture, Washington Allston, also wrote 
verses about it in that year. To date no printing 
of Holmes’s lines earlier than 1836 has been 
found, but it seems likely that they were written 
in 1831.— Ed.) 

Impromptu, An. At the Walcker Dinner 
upon the Completion of the Great Organ 
for the Boston Music Hall. (November 3, 
1863.) Cam. 2/5. “I asked three little 
maidens.” 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 215. 

I asked three little maidens. (Music by) S. N. 
Penfield, Oliver Ditson Company, Boston 
(copyright 1895). See page 510. 

An account of the dinner is in Dwight’s Journal 
of Music, November 14, 1863, vol. xxiii, page 135. 

Impromptu, An. Not premeditated. (Class 
meeting, November 29,1853.) Rw. xii (it), 
7; Cam. 11$. “The clock has struck noon.” 

Songs of the Class of mdcccxxix, 1854, page 9. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 209. 

When reading these lines at his class dinner, 
Holmes remarked that he had written them that 
day between his eleven and one o’clock classes 
(class record book, page 86). Reading them again 
the following year, he called them the only truly 
impromptu lines he had ever written (class rec¬ 
ord book, page 128). 

The manuscript in the Library of Congress has 
neither title nor date; a second manuscript in the 
Berg collection (New York Public Library) has 
both date and title. 

A leaflet printing of the poem has sometimes 
been reported. The error probably comes from the 
fact that a printed copy is pasted in the class rec¬ 


ord book; the printed copy is, however, a leaf cut 
from the class songbook noted above. 

(In a Lecture on Byron and Moore.) 

(1853-) 

The New YorJ{ Evening Post of November 12, 
1853, reporting Holmes’s lecture on Byron and 
Moore, says: “In the course of his remarks which 
were received with great satisfaction by the au¬ 
dience, Dr. Holmes introduced a humorous rhym¬ 
ing recipe for sentimental songs for the pi¬ 
ano. . . No further reference to these verses 
has been found; the Boston reporters covering this 
lecture as it was first given before the Lowell In¬ 
stitute, March 25, 1853, do not mention such a 
poem. See Appendix 5. 

In Commemoration of the first hunt at the 
West End, Sept^ 23,1857. 

See (Naushon, 1857). Not a buck was shot. 

In gentle bosoms tried and true. 

See (Longfellow, 1867). 

In Memoriam. 

This is the tide given to the poem “The Old 
Man Dreams” in the manuscript records of the 
class of 1829, Harvard archives. 

In Memory of Charles Wentworth Upham, 
Junior. 

See (Upham, Charles Wentworth). 

In Memory of Fitz-Greene Halleck. 

See (Halleck). 

In Memory of J.D.R. 

See (Russell, James Dutton). 

In Memory of J.W.-R.W. (John and Rob- 
ert Ware.) 

See (Ware). 
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In Memory of John Grecnleaf Whittier. 

See (Whittier, 1892). 


In Response. Breakfast at the Century 
Club, New York. (May 3, 1879.) R/V. xiii 
(in), 80; Cam. 252. 

Nevv-York Tribune, May 10, 1879; with 
Holmes’s letter of May 8. 

Papyrus Leaves, edited by W. F. Gill, 1880 
(published December 1879). 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 


Holmes’s letter to the editor of the New-York^ 
Tribune, dated May 8, follows: 

My Dear Sir: I have just seen the account 
of the meeting at the Century Club where I 
was a guest. If I had known that the words of 
the friends who welcomed me so cordially 
were to be given to the public, I would have 
sent in my response to go with them. As it 
is, you may, perhaps, find room for it, though 
a little late, in a modest corner of your paper. 

Very truly yours, 

O.W.Holmes. 


P.S. Poems are rarely printed correctly in 
newspapers. This is the reason so many poets 
die young. Please correct carefully. 

A manuscript of this poem, in the Library of 
Congress, has the title “At the Breakfast Given 
Me by D*" Potter at the Union [Wcj Club, May 3*^ 
1879.” The New-Yor^ Tribune of May 6, 1879, 
indicates that the breakfast was held at the Cen¬ 
tury Club and that the Rev, Henry C. Potter was 
the host. 

According to the Tribune report, the menu for 
the breakfast (no copy of which has yet been lo¬ 
cated) included a poem by Holmes; referring to 
the poem, one of the speakers recalled having 
heard Holmes read it “nearly forty years ago.” 


In the dead season. 

See (Manuscript). 


In the Quiet Days. 

Special title given to a group of poems in 
Songs of Many Seasons. 

In the Twilight. (Class meeting, January 
5, 1882.) Riv. xii (ii), gi; Cam. 144. “Not 
bed-time yet!’* 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1882, vol. xlix, 
page 386; with title: “Before the Curfew, 
1829-1882.” 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 

Holmes, 1888; with title: “Before the Cur¬ 
few.” 

The Latest Poems of the Class of 1829 (issued 
in 1891); with title: “Before the Curfew.” 

The title “In the Twilight” was first used for 
this poem in the Riverside edition, 1891. 

A manuscript recently added to the Harvard 
Holmes collection includes only the first three and 
the last two stanzas. It differs in other ways, too, 
from the printed version. Without title and dated 
Jan. 5*** 1882, it is evidently what Holmes pro¬ 
vided for the class. For The Atlantic Monthly, he 
added eleven stanzas. 

The manuscript, as prepared for The Atlantic, 
is in the Aldrich papers, Harvard library. There is 
also at Harvard a fair copy, dated 1889. 

In Time of War. 

Title used for “Army Hymn,” in A Book^ of 

Common Prayer, by J. G. Forman (Alton, Ill.), 
1861, page 150. 

In War Time. 

Special title given to a group of poems in 
Songs of Many Seasons. 


inconnue, L 


xiii ( III), 25a; Cam. J27. 
Is thy name Mary?” 

The New-England Magazine, October 1831, 
vol. I, page 318; without title, included in the’ 
prose sketch, “A Week of Frailty,” signed- 

O.W.H. ® ■ 


[ 329 ] 


OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned, with 
title: “Is Thy Name Mary, Maiden Fair?” 
Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

For sheet music, see page 511. 

Indian Summer Day-Dream, An. 

The above title is given to “The Last Blossom,” 
in the manuscript of The Autocrat of the Breaf^- 
fast-Table, Morgan Library. 

Infelix Senectus. 

The Amateur, Boston, September 4, 1830, vol. 

I, page 95; signed: H. “For the Amateur.” 
The Gleaner, Boston, 1830; unsigned. 

Listed by Ives; for discussion of the porms 
signed H, see Appendix i. The occasion for this 
poem may have been the appearance in the New- 
England Galaxy for April 30 of a poem, “Felix 
Senectus,” copied from the American Monthly 
Magazine (April 1830, vol. 11, page 18, signed: 

T.). 

International Ode. Our Fathers’ Land. 
(Visit of the Prince of Wales, Boston, Oc¬ 
tober 18, i860.) Riv. xi (i), 281; Cam. no. 
“God bless our Fathers’ Land!” 

Order of Exercises at the Musical Festival in 
Honor of Lord Renfrew, October 18, i860. 
See page 87. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, October 19, i860. 
London Times, November 6, i860, page 6. 

The New England Tour of His Royal High¬ 
ness the Prince of Wales, i860, page 19. 
Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

For sheet music, see page 510. 

Intra Muros. 

See Spring Has Come. 

Invita Minerva. Riv. xiii (Hi), 199; Cam. 

J05. 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1890, vol. 
Lxvi, page 671; in “Over the Teacups. 


Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 314, 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 199. 

The manuscript is with the manuscript of Over 
the Teacups, Library of Congress. 

Invocation, An. Translated from the Ara¬ 
bic. 

TTie Collegian, Cambridge, May, 1830, no. 4, 
page 199; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

Holmes, referring to these lines in a letter to 
his friend Barnes, May 6 (misdated 8 by Morse), 
1830 (Morse, vol. i, page 68), writes, “An Invo¬ 
cation, from the Arabic (which was a lie).” 

Iris, Her Book. Riv. xii (ii), J4j; Cam. 164. 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1859, vol. iv, 
page 500; in “The Professor.” 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 285. 

Songs in Many Keyes, by Holmes, 1862. 

The manuscript is in the Huntington Library 
in the manuscript of The Professor. 

Iron Gate, The. (Atlantic Monthly “break¬ 
fast,” Boston, December 3, 1879.) Riv. xiii 
(iii)j 56; Cam. 24^. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 4, 1879. 

The Literary World, Boston, December 20, 

1879, vol. X, page 435. 

The Atlantic Monthly, February 1880, vol. xlv, 
no. 268, supplement, page 4. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 

1880. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885. 

Holmes’s letter to Howells thanking him for 
his share in conducting the breakfast is printed 

by Morse (vol, n, page 43). 

The Library of Congress has a manuscript draft 
of this poem having eighteen stanzas instead of 
twenty. Two of these do not appear in the fina 
version, and in this draft four stanzas of the hnal 
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version (stanzas 12-15) not appear. The 
Wrenn Library, University of Texas, has a com¬ 
plete manuscript, initialed and dated Dec. 2, 1879. 

Ironsides. 

See Old Ironsides. 

Is thy name Mary? 

See Inconnue, L’. 

Island Hunting-Song, The. 

See (Naushon, 1839), 

Island Ruin, The. 

See Exile’s Secret, The. 

J 

J. A. 

See (Angier, Joseph). Our Sweet Singer. 

J. D. R. 1862. 

See (Russell, James Dutton). 

(Jackson, Amelia Lee.) 

For three poems to Amelia Lee Jackson, writ¬ 
ten in the months before her marriage to the poet, 
see Holmes, Amelia Lee. 

(Jackson, Dr. James, 1843.) A Portrait. 
(May 31, 1843.) xi (i), 753; Cam. 62. 
“Thoughtful in Youth.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849; as the second of “Ex¬ 
tracts from a Medical Poem.” 

The portrait was of Dr. James Jackson, 
Holmes’s former teacher at the Harvard Medical 
School and his wife’s uncle. In his copy of 
Holmes’s Poems, Dr. John Barnard Swett Jack- 
son, a member of the Jackson family, has written 
James Jackson’s name against the poem. (The 
book is in the Harvard Medical School Library.) 
The lines are reprinted in Memoir of Dr, James 
Jackson, by J. J. Putnam, 1905, page 164. 


For comment on the date of writing, see “Ex¬ 
tracts from a Medical Poem,” page 304. 

(Jackson, Dr. James, 1857.) This shrine a 
precious gift enfolds. (October 3, 1857.) 
Without title. Ives, y8. 

A Memoir of Dr. James Jackson, by J. J. Put¬ 
nam, 1905, page 414. 

Written on the occasion of Dr. Jackson’s 
eightieth birthday. The manuscript is in the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Historical Society. 

(Jackson, Dr. James, 1859.) 

See Gray Chief, The. 

James Russell Lowell. 1819-1891. 

See (Lowell, 1891). 

James’s Tree. 

A poem by this name was incorrectly ascribed 
to Holmes by some writer (unknown) as ex¬ 
plained by Holmes himself in The Atlantic 
Monthly, January 1886, vol. lvii. page 97. 

(Japanese Embassy.) At the Banquet to the 
Japanese Embassy. (Boston, August 2, 
1872.) Riv. xii (ii), 24J; Cam. 201. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, August 3, 1872; with 
an extra stanza and variant couplet. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The extra stanza (after the fourth) in the Ad¬ 
vertiser is as follows; 

For things are so mixed, how’s a fellow to 
know 

What party he’s of, and what vote he shall 
throw 

White is getting so black and black’s getting 
so white. 

Republic-rat, Demi-can—can’t get ’em right! 

The Boston Public Library has the menu for 

this function, on silk, evidendy intended to give 

an Oriental effect; with it is a printed transla¬ 
tion into Japanese. 
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John A. Andrew. 

This title was used in Star Selections, i 8 j 6 , 
compiled by Professor J. E. Goodrich, for “Hymn 
for the Inauguration of the Statue of Governor 
Andrew” (see Andrew, Governor). The book 
was published in 1877 and may have preceded 
the Household edition of Holmes's poems. 

(Johnson, Norton.) 

See To a Bright Boy. 

Joseph Warren, M.D. 

See (Warren). 

Jubilee, The. (National Sailor’s Fair, Bos¬ 
ton, November 12, 1864.) 

The Boatswain’s Whistle, Boston, November 
14, 1864, no. 5, page 37; dated November 
i2th, 1864, signed: O.W.H. 

Humorous Poems, by Holmes, 1865. 

Although in the Humorous Poems of 1865, 
these lines have never been included in the edi¬ 
tions of the collected poems. 

A manuscript, dated November 12, is in the 
Harvard Holmes collection in a scrapbook made 
by the younger Holmes. 

K 

Katydid. 

This title was used for “To an Insect," as set 
to music by G. P. Ritter; see page 516. 

(Keats.) After a Lecture on Keats. (Lowell 
Institute, Boston, April 8,1853.) xi (i j, 

226; Cam. 92. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

For the lecture, see Appendix 5. 

Kindly Judge the Erring. 

This title is used for a brief selection from “A 
Rhymed Lesson” in The Old Farmer s Almanac/( 
for 1848 (1847), page 41. 


King’s Chapel. (1883.) Read at the Two 
Hundredth Anniversary, Rit/. xiii (Hi), i6j; 
Cam. 286. ‘Ts it a weanling’s weakness.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1883, vol. 
Lii, page 322. 

The Commemoration by King’s Chapel, Bos¬ 
ton, of the Completion of Two Hundred 
Years, December 15, 1886 (published 1887), 
page 131. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

This poem, written in 1883, was read at the 
1886 celebration. 

A manuscript with the fourth and fifth stanzas 
reversed (with title and signature but no date) is 
in the Library of Congress (in a bound volume 
rather carelessly assembled so that the second page 
of this manuscript appears separated from the 
first and third pages). The manuscript used as 
copy for The Atlantic is in the Aldrich papers, 
Harvard library. 

(King’s Chapel, 1886.) Hymn for the Two 
Hundredth Anniversary of King’s Chapel. 
(Boston, December 15,1886.) Riv. xin(iii), 
166; Cam. 28 j. “O’ershadowed by the walls 
that climb.” 

1686. 1886. Commemorative Services. Kings 
Chapel, Boston, Dec. 15, 1886. (Program.) 
See page 202. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 16, 1886. 
The Commemoration by King’s Chapel, Bos¬ 
ton, of the Completion of Two Hundred 
Years December 15, 1886 (published 1887), 
page 60. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

Written for the occasion. An early manuscript 
draft of the poem is in the Harvard Holmes co! 

lection. 

Kiss My Eyelids. 

This title was used for “Fantasia, as set to 
music by Sara K. Rodgers; see page 506, note. 
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Lady Drinking, 


The Amateur, Boston, June 15, 1830, vol, i, 
page 16; unsigned, under the general head¬ 
ing: The Athenjeum Gallery. 

Illustrations of the Athenaeum Gallery of Paint¬ 
ings, 1830, page 34; unsigned. 


The authorship is revealed by Holmes himself, 
who penciled “O.W.H.’* against the poem in his 
own copies of Illustrations of the Athenceum 
Gallery of Paintings. 


Lady Hermia, The. 

This title was used for a selection from “The 
Lover’s Secret,” in the Mercantile Library Re¬ 
porter, Boston, January 1856, vol. 11, page 30. 

(Landor.) 

See (After a Lecture on Southey and Landor). 


Landscape. 

See September Gale, The. 


Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, edi¬ 
tion, 1868. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

There is a manuscript of the poem in the Berg 
collection, New York Public Library. 

Last Leaf, The. Riv. xi (i), j; Cam. 4. 

Tlie Amateur, Boston, March 26, 1831, vol. i, 

page 261; signed: O.W.H. “For the Ama¬ 
teur.” 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833. See page 22. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Folk Songs, by J. W. Palmer, 1861, page 48; 
with woodcut by Anthony, from a drawing 
by Hennessy. 

The Last Leaf, by Holmes, illustrated by 
George Wharton Edwards and F. Hopkin- 
son Smith, 1886. See page 205. 

La Derniere Feuille, par Holmes, Illustrc par 
George Wharton Edwards & F. Hopkinson 
Smith, Paris, 1887 (the French by Bernard 
H. Gausseron); See page 207, 

For sheet music, see page 511. 


Last Appeal, A. 

See (Old South Church). 

Last Blossom, The. Riv. xii (it), 126; Cam. 

i$6. 

The Atlantic Monthly, May 1858, vol. i, page 
877; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 186. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

In the manuscript of The Autocrat of the Break¬ 
fast-Table, Morgan Library, the poem has the 
title “An Indian Summer Day-Dream”; there are 
also slight differences in the text. 

Last Charge, The. (Class meeting, Janu- 
ary 7,1864.) Riv. xii (ii), 52; Cam. 12^. 


William Henry Herndon, law partner and 
biographer of Lincoln, in a letter to Henry C. 
Whitney, January 12, 1867 (Library of Congress), 
refers unquestionably to this poem, although not 
naming it: I have heard Lincoln recite it, praise 
It, laud it, and swear by it; it took Mr. L. in all 
moods, and fastened itself on him as never poem 
or man. This I know.” 

Gausseron’s French version is printed by Morse 

(vol. II, page 98), there being a few verbal differ¬ 
ences. 

The manuscript of the introductory note as pre¬ 
pared for the Riverside edition is in the Harvard 
Holmes collection. The Poe manuscript to which 
Holmes there refers has recently been added to 
the Harvard Holmes collection. 

^ If phonograph records properly belong in a bib¬ 
liography, then some notice should be taken of a 
letter, dated October 16, 1894, offering for sale 
two records of Holmes reading his poems, one of 
which is “The Last Leaf.” The writer of the letter 


The Atlantic Monthly, February 1864, vol. xiii 
page 244; unsigned. 
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H. H. Thomas of Montreal, offering them to the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, says they were 
made in 1890 and had been reproduced only once. 
He reports that he has a letter from Holmes to 
Whittier guaranteeing their authenticity. One 
wishes the seller had not made his offer so soon 
after Holmes’s funeral. 

For another recording, see “Old Ironsides.” 

Last Look, The. W. W. Swain. 

See (Naushon, 1858). 

Last of the Knickerbockers, The. 

This title was used for “The Last Leaf,” as set 
to music and sung by D. D. Griswold; sec page 
511 - 

Last Prophecy of Cassandra, The. Cam. 
332. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, March 1830, no. 2, 
page 55; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

The Laurel, Boston, 1836 (copyright January 
12, 1836), page 53. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836 (copyright November 
23, 1836). 

Omitted from the collected poems of Holmes 
after the Blue and Gold edition of 1862, except 
the Handy Volume edition, 1881, and the Cam¬ 
bridge edition. 

Last Reader, The. Ria. xi (i}, 33; Cam. 14. 

The American Monthly Magazine, April 1836, 
new series, vol. i, page 372; unsigned. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

One of many differences between these two 
first printings can be laid to the editors of The 
American Monthly Magazine; possibly they were 
responsible for others (Morse, vol. ii, page 269). 

Last Survivor, The. (Class meeting, Janu¬ 
ary 10,1878.) Riv. xiii ( ii), 78; Cam. 140. 


The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881). 

A complete first draft of the manuscript exists, 
but it is split between two libraries. Stanzas 1-8 
and I4 'i 8 are in the Library of Congress; stanzas 
9-13 are in the Harvard Holmes collection. To 
make confusion worse confounded, the two pas¬ 
sages in the Library of Congress are in a bound 
volume, 100 pages apart, the first eight stanzas 
appearing at the end of the volume. 

It is perhaps just as well that the same bound 
volume in the Library of Congress contains a copy 
of the poem, complete and in the right order. This 
copy, not in Holmes’s hand, bears a note by him: 
“(Copied by A.L.H.),” that is, by Mrs. Holmes. 
It is signed, dated, and headed by the Doctor, 
and has obviously been used as printer’s copy. 

Latter-Day Warnings. Riv. xii (h), /2/; 
Cam. 134. 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1857, vol. i, 
page 57; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 26. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The poem is not in the manuscript of The Auto¬ 
crat. 

(Lenox, Sukey.) 

See (Manuscript). Yet wert thou false. 

Lessofisky, Admiral. 

See Song of Welcome. 

Lesson, The. 

This title was used for a selection from The 
Lover’s Secret,” in the Mercantile Library Re- 
porter, Boston, January 1856, vol. ii, page 39 - 

(Letter in verse.) February 27, i860. 

See Penitentia. 
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(Letter in verse.) If any other son of Adam. 
{ca, i860.) Wuhout title. 

The following lines are copied from a manu¬ 
script in Holmes’s scrapbook (Harvard Holmes 
collection) at page iii. Against the words “hori¬ 
zontal fable” Holmes has penciled the unneces¬ 
sary explication “flat lie.” 

If any other son of Adam 

Owns my whole name, respected Madam, 

Except one boy, who’s now in college, 

It’s quite beyond my sphere of knowledge. 

A thousand pounds against a guinea 
I never looked on Old Virginny 
The whole Dominion to an acre 
I never knew your “D'' Baker,”— 

Whoso describes my hair as sable 
Has told a — horizontal fable; 

— Who is this saucy youth that tries a 
Base trick upon my friend Eliza? 

O W H. to some female correspondent 

(Letter in verse.) To Governor Swain. 

See (Naushon, 1851). 

Letter to the Governor. 

See (Naushon, 1850). 

(Letters in verse.) Hark, hark, the dogs do 
bark. (Variations on.) 

Amiable Autocrat, by Eleanor M. Tilton, New 
York, 1947, page 383. 

The original of this verse note to Mrs. Sarah 
Whitman, the portrait painter, begins “Some in 
rags,” and lets the painter know that he will 
turn up in his Oxford gown for a sitting {ca. 
January or February 1891, original in the Park- 
man papers, Harvard library). A similar letter 
(also in the Harvard library), dated November 
23, n.y., is to James Russell Lowell and begins 
“Come in rags.” This note is evidently related to 
one of the same date (also without the year indi¬ 
cated) recorded in American Boo\ Prices Cur¬ 
rent, 1931, page 714, inviting Lowell to a frock- 


coat dinner. I’hc verses tell Lowell that it docs not 
matter what he wears. 

Lexington. RIt/, .vi(i), 67; Cam. 28. 

The Dartmouth, November 1839, vol. i, page 
8; signed:- 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849 (second issue). 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885, illustrated 
by Howard Pyle. See page 196. 

For sheet music, see page 511. 

Life-Friendships. 

This title is used on an early draft of the poem 
“The Girdle of Friendship.” 

(Lincoln.) For the Services in Memory of 
Abraham Lincoln. (Boston, June i, 1865.) 
Rii^. xii (a), 266; Cam. 208. 

City of Boston. Memorial Services in Honor of 
Abraham Lincoln, June i, 1865. (Program.) 
See page 125. 

Boston Evening Transcript, June 2, 1865. 

A Memorial of Abraham Lincoln, late Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, Boston, 1865, page 
84. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Hoi mes, 1875. 

L’Inconnue. 

See Inconnue, L’. 

Lines. (Class meeting, January 5, i860.) 

Rti/. xii (li), ig; Cam. iig. “I’m ashamed,— 
that’s the fact.” 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi- 
tion, 1868. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 214; with tide: “Lines.” 

Lines. 1869. (Class meeting.) “Here’s the 
old cruiser.” 

Sec Old Cruiser. The. 
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Lines. 1871. (Class meeting.) “Precisely. I 
see It. 

See Smiling Listener, The. 

Lines. 1873. (Class meeting.) “The dirge is 
played.” 

(Meriam, Horatio). H.C.M. H.S. J.K.W. 

Lines. 1874. (Class meeting.) “Old Time in 
whose bank.” 

See Our Banker. 

Lines. 1875. (Class meeting.) “It is a pity 
and a shame.” 

See For Class Meeting. 

Lines by a Clerk. RIt/, xiii (in), 260; Cam. 

The Amateur, Boston, April 9,1831, vol. i, page 
273; with title: “Lines by a Very Interest¬ 
ing Young Man.” Signed; O.W.H. “For the 
Amateur.” 

Tlie Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned, with 
same title as in The Amateur. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836; with title; “Lines by a 
Clerk.” 

For sheet music, see page 511. 

Lines by a Very Interesting Young Man. 

See Lines by a Clerk. 

Lines by Oliver Wendell Holmes on the 
Presentation of his Portrait to the College 
of Physicians, Philadelphia, 30th April, 
1892. 

See (Philadelphia College of Physicians, 1892). 

Lines on an Old Gentleman. 

This title was used for "The Last Leaf,” in The 
American, Boston, March 17, 1838. 

Lines Read at a Farewell Dinner Given to 


Longfellow, before His Departure for Eu¬ 
rope, 1868. 

See (Longfellow, 1868). 

Lines recited at the Berkshire Jubilee, 1844. 

Sec (Berkshire Jubilee). 

Lines recited at the Cambridge Phi Beta 
Kappa Society’s Dinner, in 1844. 

See \^erses for After-Dinner. 

Lines to My Gre^ -Grandmother’s Picture. 

This title is used in newspaper accounts of 
Holmes’s public readings of “Dorothy Q.” (for 
the Old South Church fund) and refers to the 
closing lines of the poem. 

Lines Written at Sea. 

See Evening Thought, An. 

Little Azure Rings. 

This title was used for "Stanzas” (Strange! that 
one lightly wliispered tone), as set to music by 
Cecil Cameron; see page 514. 

Living Dynamo, The. (Edward Everett 
Hale, April 18, 1892.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, April 19, 1892; with 
title: "The Living Dynamo.” Dated: April 
18, 1892. 

Tlie Critic, New York, April 23, 1892, new 
series vol. xvn, page 244; without title. 

For Mr. Hale’s seventieth birthday. 

Living Temple, The. (April 22, i 853 > 
1858.) Riv. xi (i), 252; Cam. 101. 

The Atlantic Monthly, May 1858, vol. r, page 

882; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, i858> 

page 202. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862, 

It is probable that this poem was read by 
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Holmes, on April 22, 1853, at the close of Ins 
Lowell Institute lecture on “Religious Poetry ' 
(see Appendix 5). The Boston Evening Trav¬ 
eller, reporting this lecture, says it “was con¬ 
cluded with stanzas on the wonderful beauty, 
symmetry and delicacy of the human frame,” a 
description that fits precisely “The Living 
Temple.” Other newspaper reports of the lecture 
similarly describe the poem. The original title of 
the poem, says the Autocrat, was “The Anato¬ 
mist’s Hymn,” which title would have been ap¬ 
propriate in the lecture. Attributing the lines to 
his friend the Professor, the Autocrat describes 
the poem as one he has had on hand for “some 
time” {Riv. i, ly^). 

(It is possible that the poem was written orig¬ 
inally for the lecture on "The Relations of Poetry 
and Science,” American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, January 5, 1853, for which it would be 
appropriate. See page 482.— Ed.) 

A German translation, by Donald MacAlister, 
appeared in The Eagle, a magazine supported by 
members of St. John’s College, Oxford, in the 
issue for June 1904, vol. xxv, page 281; the origi- 
ginal was included in the same number, with the 
title The Anatomist’s Hymn.” See psge 258. 

The poem as it appears in the manuscript of 
The Autocrat of the Brea\fast-Table, Morgan Li¬ 
brary, is in the hand of Mrs. Holmes. 

(Long Wharf, Boston.) For the Centennial 
Dinner of the Proprietors of Boston Pier, 
or the Long Wharf. 

See (Boston Pier). 

(Longfellow, 1867.) In gentle bosoms tried 
and true. (February 27, 1867.) Without 

title, Ives, yj. 

Life of Longfellow, by Samuel Longfellow. 

1886, vol. II, page 434. 

On the occasion of Longfellow’s sixtieth birth¬ 
day. 

(Longfellow, 1868.) To H. W. Long¬ 


fellow. Before his departure to Europe, 
May 27, 1868. (Read May 23, 1868.) Rw. 
xii (it), 26/; Cam. 206. “Our Poet who has 
taught the Western breeze.” 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 26, iK68. Also 
as ofTprinted proof slips, see page 132. 

Lines read at a barcwcll Dinner given to Long¬ 
fellow, 1868. (Leaflet.) See page 132. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The dinner was given by the Fieldses. 

(Longfellow, 1882.) Our Dead Singer. 
H. W. L. Al/V. xiii (Hi), i2y, Cam. lyi. 
“Pride of the sister realm.” 

Our Dead Singer. (Leaflet.) See page i88. 

The Atlantic Monthly. June 1882, vol. xlix, 
page 721. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, bv 
Holmes, 1888. 

The manuscript as prepared for The Atlantic 
is in the Aldrich papers, Harvard library. 

Look with me through this magic glass. 

See (Our Second Selves). 

Lord of All Being. 

This title was used for "A Sun-Day Hymn,” 
as set to music, see Appendix 2. 

Lost Boy, The. Ives, 

The Token; edited by S. G. Goodrich, Boston, 
1831, page 27; signed: O.W.H. 

Love. 

This is section xii of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

Love and Oysters. 

This tide was used for “The Ballad of the 
Oysterman,” as sung by George Washington 
Dixon, m New York in 1831, and published by 
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Firth and Hall, of New York, the same year. Sec 
page 20 and Appendix 2. 

Love of Christ, The. 

This tide was used for “Hymn of Trust,” in 
Footsteps of the Master, by Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
New York, 1877. 

Loved and Lost, The. On the Death of a 
Classmate. 

See (Crocker, Frederic William). 

Lover’s Secret, The. (November 14,1855.) 
Riv. xiii {in), 218; Cam. 31^. 

(The Heart’s Own Secret.) Private Copy. 

(1855, without title.) See page 63. 
Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 
1856, vol. n, page 39; extract, with indica¬ 
tion that it is “From ‘Lucius.’ ” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; with 
title: “The Mysterious Illness.” 

Loving-Cup, A. 

This title is given to the musical setting of the 
verse telegram Holmes sent to the Bohemian Club 
of San Francisco, q.v. 

Loving-Cup Song, A. (Class meeting, Jan- 
uary 4,1883.) Rtv. xti (ii), 95; Cam. 

The Adantic Monthly, March 1883, vol. li, 
349; with dates: 1829-1883. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

The Latest Poems of the Class of 1829 (issued 
in 1891). 

There are three manuscripts in the Harvard 
Holmes collection. One recendy acquired is an 
early draft with corrections, A second, misdated 
1873, is the copy for The Atlantic. 

(Lowell, 1855.) Farewell to J. R. Lowell. 
(May 29, 1855.) Rit/. xi (i), 259; Cam. 97. 
“Farewell, for the bark.” 


Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; with 
tide: “A Good-By. To J. R. Lowell.” In¬ 
correctly dated April 29,1855. 

The Poems of Holmes, 1862 (Blue and Gold 
edition), page 348. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 137; with tide: “Fare¬ 
well to J. R. Lowell.” 

Charles Eliot Norton wrote to A. H. Clough, 
June 10, 1855 {Letters of Norton, edited by Sara 
Norton and M. A. DeW. Howe, 1913, Houghton, 
Mifflin and Company, vol. i, page 129), and de¬ 
scribed the farewell dinner given in Lowell’s 
honor at the Revere House, Boston, on the eve¬ 
ning of May 29, 1855, just before he sailed for 
Europe. This letter writes of the poem listed 
above and mentions two humorous, rhymed 
episdes, read by Holmes, the same evening: 
“Holmes read a little poem of Farewell that he 
had written, and then after an interval filled up 
with conversation he produced two letters ad¬ 
dressed to Lowell, one from the Rev. Homer Wil¬ 
bur and the other from Hosea Biglow. They were 
very cleverly done, full of humour and fun, and 
made great shouts of laughter.” The two humor¬ 
ous epistles are separately listed here below and 
will be found in print with further comment by 
T. Franklin Currier in “Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Poet Laureate of Harvard,” Proceed¬ 
ings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, May 
meeting, 1943, vol. lxvii, 1945, pages 443 ' 45 - 

(Lowell, 1855.) Hosea Biglow’s folks is 
gone. (May 29, 1855.) Without title. 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, May meeting, i 943 » vol. Lxvri, i945» 
page 444, “Oliver Wendell Holmes, Poet 
Laureate of Harvard,” by T. F. Currier. 

Holmes’s manuscript, misdated by Lowell, is 
in the Lowell papers. Harvard library. 

(Lowell, 1855.) The Reverend Homer 
Wilbur sends. (May 29, 1855.) Without 
title. 
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Proceedings of the Nfassachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, May meeting, 1943, vol. lxvii, 1945, 
page 443, “Oliver Wendell Holmes, Poet 
Laureate of Harvard, ’ by T. F. Currier. 

Holmes’s manuscript (on the back of a letter 
addressed to his wife at the Montgomery Place 
address) is misdated by Lowell; it is in the Lowell 
papers, Harvard library. 

(Lowell, 1859.) At a Birthday Festival. To 

J. R. Lowell. (February 22, 1859.) xi 

(i), 25^; Cam. 102. “We will not speak of 
years.’* 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1859, vol. hi, 
page 493; in “The Professor,” without title. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 96; without title. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862, the 
poem dated January 22, 1859. 

A letter from Charles Eliot Norton to Holmes, 
February 10, 1859 (Harvard Holmes collection), 
plans the dinner, to be held at Parker’s with pro¬ 
vision of twelve plates. 

There are two manuscripts: one in the Lowell 
papers, Harvard library; the other in the manu¬ 
script of The Professov, Huntington Library. 

(Lowell, 1877.) To J.R.L. July 14''* 1877. 

The following lines are taken from a manu¬ 
script in the Holmes collection in the Library of 
Congress; Mr. Parkman D. Howe has the fair 
copy presumably sent by Holmes to Lowell: 

Good bye! Good bye! We cannot mend 
The homely Saxon phrase. 

May God be with you, parting friend 
We love too well to praise. 

We lose you as we lose the light 
On yonder steep that burns; 

For us on shore awhile tis bright 
Then to the wave it turns. 

What though we miss the lofty blaze 
Our eyes have learned to hail,— 


More welcome still its widening rays 
To many a wandering sail. 

So, though we miss your light awhile, 

We will not vainly sigh, 

But falter with a sorrowing smile 
Dear friend Good bye! Good bye! 

A notice in the Boston Daily Advertiser of 
July 13, 1877, explains the allusions in the poem: 

James I^ussell Lowell sails on the Parthia to¬ 
morrow, and the revenue cutter Gallatin and 
the steam tender Hamlin will accompany 
the steamer to the outer light to afford Mr. 

Lowell’s friends an opportunity to say good¬ 
bye. 

(Lowell, 1885.) To J.R.L. Homeward 

Bound. (June 15, 1885.) “Brave Bird o’ 
fredum.” 

The Literary World. Boston, June 27, 1885, vol. 
XVI, page 2x8. 

[Brave Bird o’ fredum] what a sight it were 

To see thee in our waters yet appeare 

[After] those flights upon the banks of Thames 

That so did take [all England with] our 
James. 

Ben Jonson in memory of Shakjsspeare. 

Adapted by O.W.H. 
Boston, June 75, 188^. 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection. 

(Lowell, 1885.) To James Russell Lowell. 
(Harvard Commencement-Day dinner 
June 24, 1885.) Riv. xiii (ni), Cam. 
274. “This is your month.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1885, vol. lvi 
page 263; with title: “Two Anniversary 
Poems. 1. Harvard Commencement, June 24, 
1885. To James Russell Lowell.” 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems bv 
Holmes, 1888. ’ ^ 

The Boston Journal, in its issue of October 9, 
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1894, at the time of Holmes’s death, related as fol¬ 
lows a trying incident in connection with this 
poem: 

Dr. Holmes . . . was of course seated on the 
platform, near his old friend Mr. Lowell. An 
enterprising, but very diminutive reporter on 
one of the morning papers, quietly slid out of 
his seat, and going to the platform while 
Lowell was speaking, and Dr. Holmes was 
intently listening, holding one hand to his 
ear as a sort of improvised ear trumpet, the 
reporter slipped his card into the doctor’s 
hand, containing a request for a bit of the 
poem that the “Autocrat” was soon to read, 
hoping thus to get an exclusive, for it was well 
known that the poet always sold everything 
to the Atlantic, and was very chary about giv¬ 
ing favors to the newspapers. 

The doctor, in an absent minded sort of 
manner, hastily scribbled off a few lines of his 
poem, and handed it down to the reporter, 
whose head barely came up even with the 
edge of the platform. It was published the next 
morning, and to the author’s dismay it was 
incorrect in some important particulars. 

The Journal man who witnessed this scene, 
had occasion to call on the doctor a year or 
two later, to prefer a request for an advance 
copy of what the poet might be intending to 
offer at an approaching dinner in honor of a 
prominent Unitarian clergyman. The genial 
old gentleman politely, but positively declined 
to furnish the coveted manuscript, “For,” said 
he, I had an unpleasant experience at Har¬ 
vard not long ago, which confirmed me in my 
purpose not to trust the press with my manu¬ 
script, unless I could see the proofs.” And 
here Dr. Holmes related the incident which 
this gentleman had been the eye witness, and 
gave the following sequel: “I gave the young 
man a hastily written copy of my poem on 
that occasion, and in my confusion, between 
my efforts to hear what Mr. Lowell was say¬ 
ing and my desire to give the reporter some¬ 
thing, I omitted a line that ought to have been 
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given to make sense. It was bad enough to dis¬ 
cover my own error, but much worse when a 
few months later I discovered in London 
Punch that fragment of my poem, which the 
editor styled “The Halting Muse_” 

In its issue of July 25, 1885 (page 37), Punch 
replied, a bit caustically, to Holmes’s intimation 
that Lowell’s shrewdness might have halted 
British statesmen, or that his learning might have 
found the dons at fault, and referred to the halt¬ 
ing rhyme due to the unfortunate omission of 
one line as follows: 

A ROWLAND FOR AN OLIVER. 

At the Class-Day dinner at Harvard Col¬ 
lege lately, we are informed, dr, Oliver wen- 
dell HOLMES, Author of The Autocrat of the 
Breakjast Table, read a complimentary poem 

to MR. JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL, OnC VCrse of 

which runs (a trifle haltingly, if rightly re¬ 
ported) as follows: {Here follows a passage 
from the poem, two lines omitted.] To which 
Mr. Punch begs amicably to reply:— 

Not halting Statesmen, and not dons outdone, 
Taught us to love this lord of sense and fun; 
Nor did it come to us as a surprise 
To find a Yankee virtuous as wise. 

No HOLMES, Sweet holmes! Our pride it 
nothing shames. 

To own us conquered by your Truthful james. 
His “sword and spear” in truth were cause of 

it, 

The sword of eloquence, the spear of wit; 

For heart, not art, sage head, not iron hand, 
Made him the “conqueror” of our stubborn 
land. 

Captured us? Yes; and he’ll be hailed with 
rapture 

If he’ll come back among us to recapture! 

Could you come too, tant mteux! for what 
more pat 

Than to pair “Conqueror” with “Autocrat? 
Verb:sap: dear Oliver! It won’t be lost on 
One of the best and brightest brains of Bos¬ 
ton! 
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Holmes’s entertaining letter to his “dear old 
friend Punch,” dated August 5th 1885, is in the 
Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 616). 

The Library of Congress has a manuscript of 
the poem, dated "Beverly Farms. June 23^* 1885." 


(Moore, 1853.) 
(Shelley.) 
Stirrup Cup, A. 
Voiceless, The. 
(Wordsworth.) 


(Lowell, 1889.) To James Russell Lowell. 

At the Dinner Given in His Honor at the 

Tavern Club, on His Seventieth Birthday. 

(February 22, 1889.) Cam. 295. “A health 
to him.” 


Lucius. 

Title used for "The Lover’s Secret." in the 
Mercantile labrary Reporter, Boston. January 
1856, vol. n, page 39. 


The Atlantic Monthly, April 1889, vol. lxim, 
page 556. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 293. 

There is an incomplete manuscript in the I.i- 
brary of Congress. 


(Lowell. Letter in verse to, November 23, 
n.y.) 

See (Letters in verse). 

(Lowell, i 89I-) James Russell Lowell. 
1819-1891. Riv. xiii (iii), /5j; Cam. 296. 
“Thou shouldst have sung the swan-song.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1891, vol. 
Lxviii, page 552. 

James Russell Lowell, by Holmes, 1891. (Leaf¬ 
let and postcard.) See page 226. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 183. 

The Library of Congress has a manuscript. 

(Lowell Institute lectures, 1853.) 

See (After a Lecture on Southey and Landor.) 
(After a Lecture on Tennyson and Brown- 

At the Close of a Course of Lectures. 
(Coleridge.) 

(In a Lecture on Byron and Moore.) 
(Keats.) 

Living Temple, The. 


Lucy for her Golden Wedding. (Octo- 
ber i8, 1875.) Riv. xtii (Hi), ly, Cam. 228. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (flouse- 
hold edition), page 298. 

The Cambridge edition explains whv I.ucy was 
thus honored by Dr. Holmes; by word of mouth, 
information has recently come that Lucy's name 
by marriage was Stimson. 

A bibliography ought not perhaps turn into a 
gossip column, but Lucy’s immortality is amus¬ 
ing. As a freshman at Harvard. Benjamin Peirce 
of the class of ’29, future astronomer and mathe¬ 
matician of distinction, had roommate trouble. 
After an unsuccessful attempt to palm his room¬ 
mate off on another classmate, Peirce moved out 
of the dormitory to a private house, the house of 
a man who “has just married a wife, who used 
to live as a servant at doctor fAbiel, Holmes’s, 
whose son told me they thought her the finest 
servant they ever had,” So Peirce wrote his 

mother on April 21, 1826; the letter is in the Har¬ 
vard archives. 

The manuscript of the poem is in the Library 
of Congress. ^ 




January 8,1885.) Ri^. xii(H)^^; Cam^^t 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1885, vol. lv, 
P^gc 534; m “The New Portfolio” (/>., “A 

Mortal Antipathy”), with title: “The Old 
Song,” 

A Mortal Antipathy, by Holmes, 1885, page 85. 
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Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 

Holmes, 1888; where the present title was 
first used. 

The Latest Poems of the Class of 1829 (issued 
in 1891). 

The manuscript has recently been added to 
the Harvard Holmes collection. 

M 

(Mackay, Charles.) A Good Time Going! 
(To Charles Mackay, May i8, 1858.) Eiv. 
xii (ii), 725; Cam. 755. 

Illustrated London News, June 12, 1858; “from 
the Boston Transcript.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1858, vol. 11, page 
244; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 259. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Although the poem is credited to the Boston 
Evening Transcript by the Illustrated London 
'News, it has not been possible to locate the poem 
in the former paper, but in its issue of May 20 is 
noted the dinner of May 18 at which the poem 
was read. 

The poem appears in the manuscript of The 
Autocrat, Morgan Library. 

Maidens who Laughed thro’ the Vines. 

This title was used for “Ode for a Social Meet¬ 
ing,” as set to music by Sebastian B. Schlesinger; 
see page 342. 

Main Truck, The. 

This poem, by George Pope Morris, beginning 
with the line “Old Ironsides at anchor lay,” has 
at times been confused with Holmes’s poem “Old 
Ironsides.” 

Maison d*Or, La. (Bar Harbor, August 
1888.) Riv. xiii {in), igo; Cam. ^01. 

The Adantic Monthly, June 1890, vol. lxv, 
page 841; in “Over the Teacups.” 


Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 172. 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 190. 

In Over the Teacups, the lines which intro¬ 
duce this poem state that the name of his hosts at 
Bar Harbor, where the poem was written, is 
hinted at in the tide. A letter to his son (Harvard 
Law Library) provides the clue. The letter, dated 
August 13, 1888, announces that he will leave 
for Bar Harbor “the day after tomorrow” to re¬ 
main a week or ten days as the guest of Mrs. 
Charles Dorr. 

The manuscript, as prepared for The Atlantic, 
is in the Aldrich papers, Harvard library; a copy 
of the poem in Aldrich’s hand is inserted in 
Holmes’s manuscript of Over the Teacups, Li¬ 
brary of Congress. 

Manhood. 

This is section viii of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

(Manuscript.) And which was sweetest. 

And which was sweetest it were hard to tell 
Her joyous welcome or her soft farewell 

The above lines are copied from a manuscript 
in the Harvard Holmes collection. 

(Manuscript.) As if a sunbeam. 

The following lines are copied from a manu¬ 
script in the Harvard Holmes collection: 

As if a sunbeam toying with a flower 
Lost in soft dalliance overstaid its hour 
And sleptin its pf i oon i ng bower 
imprisoned painted 

(Manuscript). Cut out the clavicle. With¬ 
out title. 

Fragment of a song in manuscript, not 
Holmes’s hand, in the Warren papers, vol. 
xxxvni, Massachusetts Historical Society. 

John Collins Warren (the younger) has en¬ 
dorsed this manuscript: “Dictated to me by Dr 
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Johnson of St Eouis Dr H. J, Bigelow’s class¬ 
mate at the M. G. H, [Massachusetts General 
Hospital] composed by Dr Holmes.” 

A further note indicates that the song was sung 
by students who took parts which were apparent¬ 
ly imitations of specific medical professors. The 
cast for this miniature comic opera is given as 
follows: “Broadbrine (Jackson), Red Wheels 
(Ware), and Diddledede (Channing).” 

Drs. J. B. S. Jackson, John Ware, and Walter 
Channing were on the Harvard medical staff to¬ 
gether between 1847 and 1854. Holmes was ap¬ 
pointed in i847j and Henry Jacob Bigelow in 
1849. If the song was written for Harvard medi¬ 
cal students, it was probably composed between 
1849 and 1854. 

There is the possibility, suggested by the word 
classmate,” that the verses were written during 
Bigelow’s student days, 1838-1841, although at 
that time Holmes and J, B. S. Jackson were not 
colleagues on the staff of the Massachusetts Gen¬ 
eral Hospital, and none of the three named as 
characters in the song was a member of the staff 
of the Tremont or Dartmouth Medical Schools, 
at both of which Bigelow attended and Holmes 
taught. The Harvard Medical School staff is the 
only group to which all belonged at the same 
time. Moreover, the name “Broadbrine” is ap- 
priate for the Professor of Pathology (J. B. S. 
Jackson) as the name “Diddledede” is for the 
Professor of Obstetrics (Channing). 

It seems likely that this song, along with “Come 
you Professors” and (Manuscript) “I told him 
I wouldn’t,” q.v., was a song for one of the Har¬ 
vard Medical School parties of the 1850’s. 

There seems no reason to doubt Dr. Warren’s 
note of Holmes s authorship. The song is dog¬ 
gerel, but so are the two poems referred to above, 
and of their authorship there can be no question. 

(Manuscript.) Fear not the fires of youth¬ 
ful blood. 

A manuscript fragment recently added to the 
Harvard Holmes collection is a rough draft of 


three quatrains in the same verse form as the 
manuscript lines beginning “Your proof is what ? ” 
q>v,, and having a similar theme, but directed 
toward the liberal rather than the orthodox 
theologian. Possibly these lines were a first at¬ 
tempt at verses for the Unitarian Festival of 1882 
—wisely not continued, for these quatrains like 
the other are loo bellicose to be proper for such an 
occasion. 

(Manuscript.) Four and twenty oars are 
we. 

At the end of several clipped pages of manu¬ 
script notes, chiefly for The Guardian Angel, ap¬ 
pears the unfinished draft of sixteen lines of 
verse beginning as above (recently added to the 
Harvard Holmes collection). 

(Manuscript.) From Nature’s precious 
quarry sought. (September 17, 1891.) 
Without title. 

The following lines are copied from a manu¬ 
script in the Harvard Holmes collection. In this 
manuscript the word gijt is altered in pencil to 
pledge. A fair copy of the poem, in the Parkman 
papers, Harvard library, is signed in full and has 
the reading pledge. The verses were evidently ad¬ 
dressed to Mrs. Sarah Whitman, the portrait 
painter. 

From Nature’s precious quarry sought. 

By hands untiring slowly wrought. 

Behold the smooth translucent sphere. 

As friendship’s gift made doubly dear! 

What stone so clear has mortal found. 

What figure like its faultless round.? 

All else must try some flaw to screen,_ 

But here perfection’s self is seen. 

Come thou, my birth-day’s fair surprise. 

And fill with light my fading eyes! 

Close to the clock thy place shall be,— 

The clock that chimes “Remember me!” 

Thrice welcome, blessed, beauteous gift! 

Thy silent speech our souls shall lift 
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Like thee unchanging to endure 

Full-orbed, forever bright and pure. 

OWH. Sept. 17, 1891. 

(Manuscript.) How blithely wakes the 
morning beam! 

The following lines are copied from a manu¬ 
script in the Harvard Holmes collection; the 
manuscript appears to have been cut out of a 
larger sheet and looks as if it had been through a 
printer’s hands. It may be a deletion from “At 
My Fireside.” See also below “I build not here 
the lofty rhyme,” which is in the same uncom¬ 
mon form. 

How blithely wakes the morning beam! 

The western gales their welcome bring, 

The loosening waters flash and gleam, 

The ice-floes wander up the stream 
And like the Angel of my dream 
The sea-gull spreads his silvery wing 

(Manuscript.) How I cut the fresh branch¬ 
es of succulent rhyme. Without title. 

The following lines are copied from a manu¬ 
script in the Library of Congress: 

How I cut the fresh branches of succulent 
rhyme 

In the spring of my years, my asparagus time! 

To clip them, to bind them, how light was the 
toil, 

As each morning they sprouted afresh from 
the soil! 

Spring passed, still my pages of silver-shod 
lines 

Filled up like the pods on my marrow fat 
vines; 

Uncared for they grew and unasked for they 
came,— 

The peas and the poems,—with both *twas the 
same. 

And when the last crop on the meadow was 
mown, 


When the apples were ripe, when the song¬ 
birds had flown, 

My harvest of verse was awaiting me still 
For the corn-field stood ready my basket to fill. 


But winter has come with his icicle-spear 
And built his white throne on the grave of the 


year 

The blossoms are snowflakes he flings to the 
gale 

And the seed that he casts in the furrow is 
hail. 


The fields are all bare and the harvest is o’er 
I come with my sickle and basket no more; 
But a rusty old spade, and I prospect around 
For the bread-fruit of Erin that grows under¬ 
ground. 


(Manuscript.) How oft, as children, on the 
stage. 

manuscript poem of six quatrains, in the Li¬ 
brary of Congress. 


(Manuscript.) How well I remember 
through years that are gone. (February 12, 
1873.) 

A manuscript in the Library of Congress, de¬ 
scribing a boy’s visit to the dentist. There are fif¬ 
teen 4-line stanzas, dated Feb. 1873. 


(Manuscript.) I build not here the lofty 
rhyme. 

The following lines are copied from a manu¬ 
script in the Harvard Holmes collection. They 
have evidently been cut out of a longer manu¬ 
script and may be a deletion from “At My Fire¬ 
side”; see above “How blithely wakes the morn¬ 
ing beam!” 

I build not here the lofty rhyme 

With gates of pearl and golden stair; 

Content the ladder-rounds to climb 

Left standing from my boyhood’s time 

And strive, as in my spangled prime 
To gild a cornice here and there. 
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(Manuscript.) I thank thee for the silken 
prize. (1828.) Without title. 

The following lines are copied .from a manu¬ 
script in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 454): 

I thank thee for the silken prize— 

So sweetly shines its heavenly blue 
That one might think thine own bright eves 
Had kindled the celestial hue 
Or that a cloud from heaven had strayed. 

And tinged it with its softest shade. 

As round the vaulted dome of night 
A thousand radiant cressets shine 
So flame these points of silver light 
That bound the azure circles line 
And brighter seem the rays to me 
Because their lustre came from thee. 

In every collar’s loosened tie— 

In every stitch that time shall strain— 

When night obscures my troubled sky 

Those stars shall scatter light again_ 

O then shall grateful memory turn 
And think of her who bade them burn. 

Turn over 
P.S. 

My gratitude will never cool, 

My sister says so too. 

I fear that when she sees a fool 
She’ll always think of you 

With the manuscript is a memorandum, writ¬ 
ten in 1913, which states that the lines were writ- 
ten in 1828 while Holmes was visiting his sister, 

Mrs. Upham, in Salem, and that the married 
name of the person addressed was Marianne C. D. 
Silsbee, the maiden name not being disclosed. 

The memorandum explains further that “a fool” 
was the name then given to a small ribbon bag, 
called so because it was so ridiculously small. In 
exchange for the “fool” Holmes had received a 
pincushion for his vest pocket. 

(Manuscript.) I told him I wouldn’t—by 
George, and I meant it. Without title. 
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A manuscript of eleven quatrains, beginning as 
above, was recently added to the Harvard I lolmes 
collection. The manuscript, in pencil, has neither 
date nor title. 

It is, however, intended for a medical party, for 
it uses clinical rhymes and alludes to john Bar¬ 
nard Swett Jackson, as the professor of morbid 
anatomy, and to the Professor of Surgery, ref¬ 
erences which indicate that the occasion was a 
Harvard Medical School party. 

One quatrain appears to refer to the students. 
Jackson is represented as exhorting the poet: 

"Come now for the voice to which fondly we 
listened 

Some years before half these young fellows 
were christened— 

It will cost you an hour, it will soothe us a 
minute 

Though nothing but love and good-nature 
are in it.” 

These verses, like the poem “Come you Pro¬ 
fessors,” were probably written for one of the 
Harvard Medical School parties in the 1850’s. 
The allusion in the quoted lines supports this con¬ 
jectured date, for Holmes’s students in the 1850’s 
would then be young enough not to have been 

christened when Holmes himself was a medical 
student (1830-1833). 

(Manuscript.) In the dead season. With¬ 
out title. 

Eight manuscript stanzas, without title or date, 
alluding to the Washington Elm and the Cam¬ 
bridge Churchyard and having the quality of an 
introduction. The manuscript is in the Library of 
Congress and begins as above. 

(Manuscript.) My excuse for not writing 
(June 9, 1876.) ^ 

The following lines were copied from a manu- 
script in the Library of Congress: 

My excuse for not writing. 

You ask me to write you some verses! Not I 
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While the Crab and the Lion are lords of the 
sky— 

Nay, wait till the Virgin gives place to the 
Scales 

And the first leaves of autumn are swept by 
the gales. 

If you’ll give me a spade in the earth I will 
delve 

If you’ll lend me a hatchet I’ll clutch at its 
helve 

If you’ll find me a knife there are branches to 
prune 

But a pen makes me shudder—a goosequill 
in June! 

I have laid all my papers and books on the 
shelf 

Why scribble while nature is writing herself 

Each grass-blade a letter that sparkles with 
dew 

And flowers for her capitals, gold red and 
blue? 

I can read all day long from those pages of 
green 

Whose characters lay through the winter un¬ 
seen 

Till out at the summons of sunshine they 
came 

Like the words of a love-letter held to the 
flame 

But to write in dead phrases! the roses have 
blown 

Shall I sprinkle their damask with Eau de 
Cologne? 

Shall I mock the sweet season of blossominc 
bowers 

With a milliner’s nosegay of calico flowers? 

While the spice of the sassafras clings to my 
lips 

While the axe I have chopped with smells 
sweet of the chips 

While the turtles lie basking on fence rails and 
logs 


While the meadows resound with the chorus 
of frogs 

While the lily-pad greenbacks their promise 
ay 

Of the silver and gold that the lilies will pay, 

While heavy the nest of the oriole swings 

While Nature’s gay buffo, the bobolink sings 

Excuse me, dear friend; in your quest after 
verse 

You may have gone farther—you can’t have 
fared worse. 

I send you my blessing, ’tis all that I can— 

In the lazy, limp month of the flowers and 
the fan. 

Boston June 9*** 1876. 

(Manuscript.) My Lord the King. Without 
title. 

Fragment of a poem about a minstrel who re¬ 
fuses to sing before kings and emperors, as¬ 
sembled to hear him. Manuscript in the Library 
of Congress. (Asa conjecture, the poem may have 
been written about 1872 when Holmes was feel¬ 
ing somewhat exasperated with himself and his 
role as occasional poet.— Ed.) 

(Manuscript.) Not his the Buddhists 
creed, the Christian’s name. 

In a note, Apr. 7 (n.y.), to his son, Holmes 
criticizes as “fanciful” an epitaph by the younger 
Holmes and offers a quatrain of his own, to 
which he adds: “cobble on this, if you like or 
make a new shoe.” (Harvard Law Library.) See 
also “Emigre.” 

(Manuscript.) See what the artists hand 
could do. (September 22, 1876.) Without 
title, 

A manuscript of the following lines is laid in a 
copy of Songs in Many Keys, bound in red moroc¬ 
co (Harvard Holmes collection). Below the lines 
Holmes has written: “Mr. James R. Nichols of 
Haverhill has two copies of Songs in Many Keys 
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bound in his best style by Bedford of London, one 
for himself and one, this copy, for me. I wrote the 
above lines in his copy. O W H. Sept. 22^ 1876.” 

See what the artist’s hand could do 
To clothe these winged words! 

So Nature lends each loveliest hue 
To deck her darling birds. 

Why turn the leaves for aught beside 
Your pleasure to prolong? 

’Tis not the brightest plumes that hide 
Hie throats of sweetest sone. 


Spread open on your desk the ample [)agc 

That holds the treasures of our English 
tongue; 

You have your choice of each and every word; 
And you are free to place them as you will; 
Write me a play like Hamlet, or a song 
Like his who sang of Eden and its woe! 

Lend me your patience O ye solemn stars 

(Manuscript.) This wreath of flowers that 

bids thee wait. (iMarch 31, 1871.) Without 
title. 


(Manuscript.) {ca. 1871.?) They had their 
choice. Without title. 

The following fragment is from a manuscript 
in the Library of Congress. Holmes’s line num¬ 
bering of the lines suggests that it is a discarded 
draft of a longer poem. The last line and the blank 
verse form seem to warrant the inference that this 
fragment was originally part of “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts,” the poems of the Young As¬ 
tronomer in The Poet. The theme, of course, is 
the one Holmes found it hard to get away from. 

—They had their choice, you say, their will 
was free. 

And nothing hindered each and every one 

From thinking always as he should have 
thought 

From doing always as he should have done. 

So had he found the right and saved his soul 

Look you, this choosing seems a simple thing 

But could we always choose as we would 
choose. 

When nothing seems to bind us in our choice 

What painters, sculptors, poets, we might be! 

—Lay me those flakes of color thus and so— 

Here are the brush and palette,—you are 
free— 

Make me a picture such as Raphael drew! 

Here are the block and chisel, you may work 

Just as you will with them,—ehoose well your 
strokes. 

You’ll find the Queen of beauty in the stone! 


A manuscript beginning as above is in Holmes's 
scrapbook, page 121, Harvard Holmes collection. 
It is signed in full and dated xMarch 31^1 1871. 


(Manuscript.) Thou wcar'st a padlock on 
thy heart. Without title. 

The following lines are from a manuscript in 
the Harvard Holmes collection; Holmes has in¬ 
itialed the verses in almost microscopic letters; 

Thou wear’st a padlock on thy heart, 

A lock without a key; 

And none shall force its clasp apart 

Save only he 

Who gets its mystic letters in a row. 

And so 

Is lord of thee! 

What may they be: 

Try these four letters, G, O, L and D! 

It has not stirred. 

Now try L, O, V, E-ah! that's the word! 


vrvianuscnpc.; let wert thou false. To ! 
L—. (January 13, 1830.) Without title. 


Holmes writes to his friend Phinehas Barnes 
January 13, 1830 (Wilson collection, vol. ii, page’ 
460, now in the Harvard library): 


I- 


existing between this fair philosopher [Sukey 
Lenoxj and another ardent disciple of the 
same master has resulted as Malthus says it 
should not. At any rate I wrote something 
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very pretty and affecting about [it] for the 
print addressed to S— L—. You shall hear a 
verse or two of it. I have no doubt many a blue 
eyed Miss will sigh over the weakness of the 
Stella or Seraphina who she thinks is desig¬ 
nated by the initials— 

Yet wert thou false — in vain the smiles 
That played in light around thee 
A seraph in an icy chain 

That sparkled while it bound thee 

—I can forget thee—all hath fled 
Save one half buried gleam 

O 

Of what thou wast — and what thou art 
Shall be a nameless dream— 

A search in the newspapers and magazines has 
not turned up the poem. 

(Manuscript.) Your proof is what.'* 

A manuscript fragment recently added to the 
Harvard Holmes collection has on one side an 
early draft of “At the Unitarian Festival” (see 
Unitarian Festival) and, on the other, several tries 
for a quatrain which, since it suggests Holmes’s 
religious feelings, is worth quoting. The version 
that follows is the most nearly finished of the 
several tries: 

Your proof is what.^ A Council’s vote 
Of five to four, of twelve to ten— 

Your creed is but a Joseph’s coat 

Dipped in the blood of maids and men 

Mare Rubrum. (Class meeting, January 14, 
1858.) Riv, xii (it), 75; Cam, iiy. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1858, vol. i, page 
624; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 140. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 2d edi¬ 
tion, 1859. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Three manuscripts exist: one in the Memora¬ 
bilia of the Class of ’29 (Harvard archives), an¬ 
other in the manuscript of The Autocrat (Morgan 


Library), and a third (fair copy) in the Library 
of Congress. The first manuscript bears a note ad¬ 
dressed to the class secretary, Samuel May, in 
which Holmes indicates his intention of using 
the poem in The Autocrat. He adds: “Therefore 
please be sure that no copy of it gets about, as it 
would spoil my breakfast.” In the Wilson collec¬ 
tion (vol. II, page 513, now in the collection of 
Mr. P. D. Howe) is the proof for its printing in 
the class songbook, with manuscript corrections 
by Holmes. 

Mark Twain, To. 

See (Clemens). 

Martha, Died January 7, 1861. Riv. xi (i), 
261; Cam. 104. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The Phillips Academy scrapbook (see page 
608), which surely owed its origin to clippings 
saved by Holmes himself, contains, at page 47, 
a small slip cut from the death notices of some 
newspaper. It reads simply, “7th inst. Miss 
Martha Mange, 78,” who must be the “Martha” 
of the poem. 

Mary. 

Title used for “Tbe Mother’s Secret,” in the 
Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 
1856, vol. ir, page 39. 

(Massachusetts Medical Benevolent Socie- 
ty, 1857.) 

See Song for the Widow, A. 

(Massachusetts Medical Benevolent So¬ 
ciety, 1858.) 

According to The Boston Medical and Surgi¬ 
cal Journal (November ii, 1858, vol. lix, p^gc 
304), Holmes delivered impromptu lines at the 
Society’s dinner, October 28: “Dr. Lyman next 
gave the following sentiment: ‘Amidst the tri¬ 
umphs of Republicanism, we rejoice m the pres- 
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ence of an Autocrat,' This called up Dr. O. W. 
Holmes, who in his most felicitous manner in a 
short poem ministered ‘to the general joy of the 
whole table.’ As we have since been told that at 2 
o clock that afternoon, not a line of the poem was 
written, we cannot but award to its distinguished 
author the large distinction which his elTorts so 
cheerfully and freely receive.” 

(Massachusetts Medical Society.) 

See 1843. Extracts from a Medical Poem. 

1849. Morning Visit, The. 

1858. Two Armies, The. 

1859. Gray Chief, The. 

1864. (Ware.) 

1870. Rip V'an Winkle, M.D. 

See also Part HI. 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1839.) 

In a letter to Dr. Henry A. Martin (Nov. 7, 
n.y.), Holmes writes: 

I do not think the poem from which the 
lines you refer to were extracted has ever been 
published. I remember the two lines 

Who wrote from Susa's blood-stained field 
“I dressed the wound that God has healed” 

and these are pretty nearly all I do remember 
about It. I think it was written for a meeting 
of the Mass. Med. Soc. & read in Faneuil Hall. 

If Holmes s recollection of the place and occasion 
is correct, the unpublished poem referred to was 
probably for the anniversary dinner of May 29, 
1839, which was held in Faneuil Hall. A foot¬ 
note in the letter gives the French version of 

Park’s lines. The original letter is in the Boston 
Medical Library, 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1845.) 

For the annual dinner on May 28,1845, Holmes 
provided a poem. The Boston Evening Tran¬ 
script of May 29, reports: 

. -. when Dr Holmes rose to deliver his poem, 
the expectation that beamed in every face 
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showed that the grave men of science were 
quite willing on proper occasions, to enjoy 
fun and frolic. TTie Dr was witty as usual, 
and his verse was received with pleasure, 
causing much mirth as it flowed from the lips 
of the comically gifted poet. 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1855. 
After-dinner poem, without title, following 
speech, Springfield, June 27, 1855.) “As 
the river of New England.” 

Springfield Republican, June 30, 1855. 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1881.) 
Poem at the Centennial Anniversary Din¬ 
ner of the Massachusetts Medical Society. 
(June 8, 1881.) Rw. xiit (tit), in; Cam, 
264. “Three paths there be.” 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
June 23, 1881, vol. CIV, page 577. 

Medical Communications of the Massachu¬ 
setts Medical Society, 1881, vol. xii (2d series, 
vol. vrii), appendix, page 228. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, i88r (Handy 
Volume edition), vol. ir, page 390. 

The original manuscript is in the Boston Medi¬ 
cal Library; it was used as printer’s copy for The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Master and Scholar. 

This is section iv of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

May it please your Honors’ Worships. 

See (Suffolk County Bar Association, 1879). 

Medical Poems. 

Special title given to a group of poems in the 
Riverside and Cambridge editions. 

(Medical Profession of New York.) Poem 
read at the Dinner given to the Author by 

] 
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the Medical Profession of the City of New 
York. (April 12, 1883.) Cam. 68. 

New York papers of April 13, 1883, printed 
the poem, a particularly good account of the 
occasion being in the New-Yor\ Tribune of 
that date. 

New York Medical Journal, April 21,1883, vol. 
XXXVII, page 436. 

Proceedings at the Dinner given by the Medi¬ 
cal Profession of the City of New York, 
April 12, 1883, to Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
page 16. 

Life of Holmes, by E. E. Brown (copyright 
1884), ^90* 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 68. 

The New Yorf^ Evening Post, April 16, 1883, 
remarked: 

Dr. Holmes’s poem, read here last week, 
was sent to Boston by telegraph, and appeared 
full of errors. The Boston Journal says: “It is 
sad to think that Dr. Holmes had not a single 
newspaper friend to whom he could have 
trusted a copy of his poem with authority to 
give it out when informed by telegraph that 
the poem had been delivered.” 

The manuscript of the poem is in the Library 
of Congress. 

For a description of the simulated telegram dis¬ 
tributed to the guests at this dinner, see page 191. 

Meditation. 

This title was used for “Stanzas” (Strange! 
that one lightly whispered tone), as set to music 
by W. Franke-Harling; see page 514. 

Meeting of the Alumni of Harvard Col- 
lege. 

See (Harvard College, 1857). 

Meeting of the Dryads, The. Riv. xtii (Hi), 
236; Cam. 32/. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, June 1830, no. 5, 


page 221; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

(Memorial Hall, Harvard College.) 

See (Harvard College, 1870,1874). 

Memorial Tribute, A. 

See (Howe, Samuel Gridley). 

Memorial Verses. 

Special title given to a group of poems in Songs 
of Many Seasons, 1875. 

(Mercantile Library Association, Boston, 
1856.) 

See (Washington, 1856). Ode for Washing¬ 
ton’s Birthday. 

(Meriam, Horatio.) H.C.M. H.S. J.K.W. 
1873. (Class meeting, January 9,1873.) RtP- 
xii (it), 61; Cam. 733. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; with 
asterisks over the initials in the heading, 
being the symbol used in the Harvard Trien¬ 
nial and Quinquennial Catalogues to indi¬ 
cate deceased alumni—the stelligen. 
Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881). 

In memory of classmates Horatio Cook Meri¬ 
am, Howard Sargent, and Josiah Kendall Waite. 

Message from San Francisco! 

See (Bohemian Club, San Francisco). 

Midsummer. Riv. xii (ii), iS 4 i Cam. i6j. 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1859, vol. 

IV, page 378; in “The Professor. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 

Holmes, i860, page 284. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The manuscript is in the Huntington Library 
in the manuscript olThe Professor. 
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Mind's Diet, The. (Part of "‘Astraea,” Yale 
Phi Beta Kappa poem, August 14, 1850.) 
Rii/. xi (i), 20^1 Cam. 8^. 

Astraea, by Holmes, 1850, page 36; without 
special title. See page 47. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; as .1 
separate poem. 

Minnesota. 

This title was used by Longfellow in his Poem^ 
of Places for "The Two Streams.” 

Modest Request, A. Complied with after 
the Dinner at President Everett’s Inaugura¬ 
tion. (Cambridge, April 30, 1846.) Riv. xi 
(^)> 93i Catn.^j. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 5, 1846. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

Monkeys, The. 

New-England Galaxy, Boston, May 14, 1830, 
vol, XIII, no. 657; unsigned. “For the New- 
England Galaxy.” With title: “The Athe¬ 
naeum Gallery, No. I. The Monkeys.—By 
Morland.” 

Illustrations of the Athenaeum Gallery of Paint¬ 
ings, 1830; unsigned. 

The authorship is revealed by Holmes himself, 
who penciled “O.W.H.” against the poem in his 
own copies of Illustrations of the Athenaurn Gal¬ 
lery of Paintings, 1830. 

Moonshine. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, July 1830, no. 6, 
page 277; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned, but in 
part II, which is devoted wholly to Holmes’s 
poems. 

(Moore, 1853.) After a Lecture on Moore. 
(Lowell Institute, Boston, March 26,1853.) 
Riv. xi (a), 224; Cam. gi. 


Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

This poem may have been printed somewhere 
shortly after its delivery, or else it was circulated 
in manuscript. Mary Russell Mitford, writing 
Digby Starkey on June-.:, 1853, observes; 

1 see that she (Emily Jephsonj has sent you 
Dr. f^olmes s stanzas on Moore, which arc so 
curiously like the writer they commemorate 
that one would think he had dictated them 
through a "medium,” if the charming Ameri¬ 
can were not a scoffer at their spirits and 
their tappings. 

(The Friendships of Mary Russell Mitford, edited 
by A. C. L Estrange, 1882, page 421.) Holmes 
may have sent the manuscript to Miss Mitford, 
whose flattering notice he had enjoyed. 

For information regarding the lecture, see page 

535 - 

(Moore, 1879.) For the Moore Centennial 
Celebration. (Boston, May 27, 1879.) Riv. 
xiii {in J, 8^; Cam. 253. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 28, 1879. 

Papyrus Leaves, edited by W. F. Gill, 1880 
(published December 1879), page 271; with 
title: “Enchanter of Erin.” 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880 (published September 1880). 

The Harvard Holmes collection has the cor¬ 
rected proof slip for its printing in the Advertiser. 
The manuscript is in the Library of Congress. 

Moral Bully, The. (Part of “Astrza,” Yale 
Phi Beta Kappa poem, August 14, iSso.) 
Rit/. xi (i), 205; Cam. 84. 

Astraea, by Holmes, 1850, page 27; without 
Special title. See page 47. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; as a 
separate poem. 

The New-Yor{ Tribune reporter quotes 4 lines, 
August 16, 1850. 
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Morning Visit, The. (May 30, 1849.) Riv. 
xi(i), j^y, Cam. 5S. 

The Boston Book, 1850, page 89; dated: Bos¬ 
ton, May 30, 1849. 

Before the Curfew, ^.id Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888; dated 1849. 

A manuscript not in Holmes’s hand, in the 
Harvard Holmes collection, is dated May 30, 
1849. ITie date suggests that the poem was in¬ 
tended for the annual meeting of the Massachu¬ 
setts Medical Society; no corroboration of this 
conjecture has been found. 

Mother’s Secret, The. (November 14, 
1855.) Riv, xiii (Hi), 225; Cam. 5/7. 

(The Heart’s Own Secret.) Private Copy. 
(1855, without title.) See page 63. 

Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 
1856, vol. n, page 39; short extract, with in¬ 
dication that it is “From ‘Mary.’ ’’ 

The Atlantic Monthly, May 1859, vol. iii, page 
619; in “The Professor,” with title: “A 
Mother’s Secret.” 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, bv 
Holmes, i860, page 159. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; with 
title: “A Mother’s Secret.” 

For sheet music, see page 512, An excerpt from 
the private printing, with Holmes’s revisions, is in 
the manuscript of The Professor (Huntington Li¬ 
brary). 

(Motley.) A Parting Health. To J. L. Mot¬ 
ley. (August 8, 1857.) Riv. xii (ii), 112; 
Cam. i$i. 

The Adantic Monthly, November 1857, vol. i, 
page 121; dated: Aug. 8, 1857. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 28; without title. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

These lines were printed, without tide, in “The 
Round Table,” in the first issue of The Atlantic 
Monthly, introduced by the following words: 


La Maga has her table too, and at fitting 
times invites to it her various Eminent Hands. 
It is a round table. . , . Last month she thus 
sequestered the following Farewell addressed 
by Holmes to the historian of William the 
Silent. 

The lines were not then originally part of The 
Autocrat of the Breakjast-Table. 

In his life of Modey (page 226), Holmes 
writes that the poem was “read at a meeting of 
the members of the Saturday Club [of which 
Holmes was not then a regular memberj and 
other friends who came together to bid farewell 
to Motley before his return to Europe in 1857.” 

The date August 8 is confirmed by Longfel¬ 
low’s manuscript journal (Craigie House); the 
printed journal and The Parly Years of the Satur¬ 
day Club give the incorrect date August 7. 

The original poem evidendy had an additional 
stanza; a letter from Motley to Holmes, Septem¬ 
ber 16, 1857 (Harvard Holmes collection), reads: 

One thing, by the way, I would like to take 
the liberty of suggesting—In the charming 
poem which you read at our farewell dinner, I 
agree with you in thinking that there is one 
verse, although a very good one, which in pub¬ 
lishing, I should like to have omitted—I mean 
the one ending with the “grey hairs of Crom¬ 
well her terrible crown”—It seems to be giving 
as it were intimation that I am doing what I 
have no present intention of doing—moreover, 
as the magazine {The Atlantic-^ is to be so 
much of an English one, it does not seem very 
friendly to your collaborateurs to express so 
much republican scorn of their cherished & 
venerable baubles, however legitimate it may 
seem. Will you forgive me for making this re¬ 
quest. I am so very proud of the poem, and 
think it so beautiful that I don’t like the idea 
of any body’s finding fault with it. 

Musa. Riv. xii (ii), log; Cam. i$o. 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1858, vol. 
page 369; in “The Autocrat. 
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The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 290. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The manuscript is with chat of The Autocrat 
in the Morgan Library. 

Muse of Song, The. 

This title was given in the magazine Success 
(January 1904) to a quotation from the fx)em "A 
Rhymed Lesson.” 

(Museum of Comparative Zoology, 1859.) 

The Boston Daily Advertiser for November 
1 ^ 59 ’ notes a social meeting held at Parker’s 
on November 12, when a dinner was given by a 
committee to raise funds for the Museum. Twen¬ 
ty-five persons were present, including Governor 
Banks, Chief Justice Shaw, Longfellow, Lowell, 
Felton, and others. Holmes read verses “which 
contributed highly to the entertainment of the 

company.” No clue has been found regarding 
these verses. 

Music-Grinders, The. Rw. xi (i), 25; Cam. 
12. 

New-England Galaxy, Boston, May 28, 1830, 
vol. XIII, no. 659; unsigned, with title: “Ban¬ 
ditti. Illustrated by a small woodcut, signed' 

H. 

The Gleaner, Boston, 1831; unsigned. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

The suggestion for this poem came from a note 
in the New-England Galaxy for May 21, i8?o as 
follows; 

Italian Banditti, A horde of these people are 
now infesting the streets of our goodly city. A 
woman apparently afflicted with elephantiasis, 
who beats the tambourine, and sings like a 
cat in a gutter,—together with a fellow who 
bangs a bass-drum with tremendous energy, 
and blows his whole soul, and fierce discord 
besides, into a set of pandean pipes—are 
among the number. We caution our readers 


to shut their windows, stuff cotton plugs into 
their cars, and button up their breeches’ jxjck- 
ets at the approach of these individuals. 

Accompanying this note is a woodcut, signed 
“H,” depicting three street musicians, 'flic same 
cut was repeated in the issue of the Galaxy for 
May 28, accompanied by Holmes’s poem, un¬ 
signed, and having, at the head, the following; 

An obliging Correspondent has furnished 
us with some verses illustrative of the cut that 
appeared in our last Friday’s paper. We ac¬ 
cordingly give place to the embellishment 
again. 

The cut was again used to illustrate 
Holmes’s poem, reprinted at page 33 of The 
Gleaner, 1830, this volume being published by 
the Netv-England Galaxy. 

Music Hall, Boston, 1863. 

See Impromptu, An. At the Walcker Dinner, 

My Annual.—For the “Boys of ’29.” (Class 

meeting, January 4, 1866.) Riu. xii (it), ^6; 
Cam. 725. 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1866, vol. xvii, 
P 3 ge 395; unsigned. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi- 
tion, 1868. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

My Aunt. Ria. xi (i), 12; Cam. 8. 

The New-England Magazine, November 1831, 
vol. I, page 433; signed: O.W.H. 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

My Aviary. (November 28,1877.) Ritt. xiit 
(lit), 66; Cam. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1878, vol. xli, 
page 122. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes 
1880. ’ 
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Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885, illustrated 
by Louis Ritter. 

A manuscript in the Library of Congress is 
dated November 28, 1877; besides a few minor 
differences, it lacks three stanzas, which were 
added later for its printing in The Atlantic 
Monthly, In a presentation copy of The Iron Gate 
(Wilson collection, vol. ii, page 597), Holmes has 
dated this-poem Dec. 3** 1880. 

My beloved, to you. (A rhyme of which a 
poet would not be guilty.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1890, vol. lxvi, 
page 543; in “Over the Teacups.” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 280. 

My Breeches. 

This title was used in The Student's Manual, 
Boston, April 30, 1851, for the last four stanzas 
of “The September Gale.” 

My excuse for not writing. 

See (Manuscript). 

My house is on fire! (A rhyme of which a 
poet would not be guilty.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1890, vol. lxvi, 
page 543; in “Over the Teacups.” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 279. 

My lady’s cheek can boast no more. 

See (Our Second Selves). Look with me 
through this magic glass. 

My Maiden Aunt. 

This tide was used in The Rural Repository. 
April II, 1846, vol. XXII, page 128, for “My Aunt.” 

My name declares my date to be. 

See (Charade). 

My Poor Deluded Aunt. 

This title was used for the poem “My Aunt,” 
in The Singer s Companion, New York, 1854. 


Mysterious Illness, The. 

See Lover’s Secret, The. 

Mysterious Visitor, The. Riv, xiii (Hi), 259; 
Cam. 522. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, June 1830, no. 5, 
page 212; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

N 

(Napoleon, Prince.) 

See Vive la France! 

(National Education Association.) 

See To the Teachers of America. 

(National Fast.) 

See Voice of the Loyal North, A. 

National Flag, The. 

This title was used for a selection from the con¬ 
clusion to “Each Heart has its Own Secret, in the 
Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 
1856, vol. II, page 40. 

(National Peace Jubilee, Boston, 1869.) 

See Hymn of Peace, A. 

(National Sanitary Association.) For the 
Meeting of the National Sanitary Associa¬ 
tion. (Boston, June 16, i860.) Riv- ^ ( 0 * 
269; Cam. 106. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 18, i860. 
Proceedings and Debates of the Fourth Na¬ 
tional Quarantine and Sanitary Convention, 
Boston, June 14, 15, and 16, i860, page I 34 ’ 
with Holmes’s introductory remarks. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

On the occasion itself. Holmes recited only 
seven of the thirteen stanzas. 
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Nation's Prayer, The. 

This title was used for the "Army Hymn,” in 
George Leach’s Psalms of Freedom. i86i. 

(Naushon.) 

Naushon Island lies to the southwest of Woods 
Hole, Barnstable County, Massachusetts, and to 
the north of Martha’s Vineyard, separated from 
the latter by Vineyard Sound. According to the 
account given in Amelia Forbes Emerson's Early 
History of Naushon Island, it was granted by 
Lord Stirling to Thomas Mayhew, of Martha’s 
Vineyard, in 1641, and was purchased, in 1682, 
by Wait Winthrop, grandson of John Winthrop, 
first governor of Massachusetts. In 1730 the prop¬ 
erty passed into the hands of James Bowdoin. 
father of James Bow^doin, governor of Massachu¬ 
setts, remaining in the Bowdoin family until 
purchased jointly by William W. Swain, of New 
Bedford, and John M. Forbes, of Boston and Mil- 
ton, in 1843. Mr. Swain as early as 1833 had been 
managing the property for the Bowdoin estate, 
and the title “Governor” had been applied to him 
from the earliest days. Mr, Forbes married Mr. 
Swain s niece, and the island has to the present 
day remained in the Forbes family. 

From the days of “Governor” Swain and John 
M. Forbes, Naushon has been the seat of generous 
hospitality. Many guests, among them celebrities, 
have been royally entertained on the island and 
have left their names in the so-called “Island 
Books.” These manuscript books have been 
maintained from season to season. They contain 
lively accounts of the island doings, at times 
cleverly illustrated with pencil or pen. Of es¬ 
pecial interest to the present work are the rec¬ 
ords of the annual hunts,” which started in the 
days when deer were plentiful in the domain. It 
became the custom to insert into the “Island 
Book” contributions in autograph by the guests. 
Even when not specially composed for island fes¬ 
tivities, copies of poems and songs written by 
those who belonged to the circle of friends were 
also entered. The books contain a number of 


Holmes s poems, of which several were composed 

for the Naushon gatherings. Four of these seem 

never to have been printed. Mr. Swain wrote to 

Holmes in September 1842 (Harvard Hoi mes 
collection): 

New Bedford, Sept 

My dear Doctor, 1842 

The old Island Book is filled up smack & 
a new one begun M*" Peabody opened the 
ball—now what I have to request of you is, 
just to open a certain draw in your office & take 
from thence several & sundry poetic or dog¬ 
gerel effusions that have long lain neglected 
there, (not for the purpose of publishing them 
to the world) but that I may copy them in 
my Island book for the entertainment of our 
mutual friends & to induce all & sundry who 
can do so, to follow, as they may the ex¬ 
ample. I will not give you the trouble of tran¬ 
scribing but will faithfully return the origi¬ 
nals to you by Mr Forbes who goes to the Is¬ 
land next week. Bardett has kindly offered 
to be the bearer, herein fail not being a legal 
requisition by the Gov, & your friend 

Wm W Swain. 

To preserve the memories of Naushon, a mem¬ 
ber of the family compiled and printed privately, 
m 1865, a volume. Verses from the Island Boo(, 
containing the more notable contributions in 
verse to the gaiety and pleasures of festive oc¬ 
casions on the island. In 1884 an enlarged volume 
was compiled and printed with the title An Old 
Scrap-Boo\, which appeared in a second edition 
in 1891, with “some omissions” and “some addi¬ 
tions.” Simultaneously with the new edition, a 
32-page supplement to the first edition was struck 
off, containing the additional matter contained 
m the second edition of 1891. Among the items 
printed in the Old Scrap-Book of 1884 was a poem 
(page 211) by W. W. Swain, recited at a supper 
given by Mr. J. M. Forbes, at his home in Milton 
m honor of Holmes, February 16, 1855. Holmes 
describes the beauty and attractions of Naushon 
m the second chapter of The Autoaat of the 

Breakfast-Table. 
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The notes on Holmes’s Naushon poems and 
songs presented herewith are based on a careful 
examination of the original manuscript “Island 
Books,” courteously made available by the Hon. 
W. Cameron Forbes, present head of the family. 
The family archives contain several copies in 
manuscript of the original “Island Book” and its 
continuation. References are to the original rec¬ 
ord through the year 1839, and after that to the 
particular sets from which notes were taken. 

(Naushon, 1838.) Ye Colonels, Councillors 
and squires. Without title. 

This song has apparently never been printed; 
it appears in the original manuscript “Island 
Book” (page 59), with the heading: Sung at the 
Hunt, Nov, 1838. O.W.Holmes. Holmes is 
listed as among those present October 30, 31, and 
November i (page 15A). 

(Naushon, 1839.) The Island Hunting- 
Song. (October 1839.) Riv. xi(i), 75; Cam. 
3/. “No more the summer floweret 
charms ” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849 (stereotyped edition). 

The date of composition, October 1849, as¬ 
signed to this song in Verses from the Island 
Boo\ is impossible. An examination of the origi¬ 
nal manuscript “Island Book,” in the Forbes 
family archives, confirms this, for the manuscript 
is composed of original records, made as the 
events took place, and here the song appears (page 
80) October 1839, the title given as “Song for the 
Hunt of 1839,” and the tune as “Jock of Hazel- 
decn.” 

(At this date, however, Holmes was in Han¬ 
over teaching at Dartmouth from July 24 to No¬ 
vember I. His name is not on the list of guests. 
Possibly Holmes sent this poem and the next by 
way of atoning for his absence. It should be noted 
that both poems appear between entries for Au¬ 
gust and October; although their subject mat¬ 
ter plainly makes both poems appropriate for the 
fall rather than the summer gathering, their posi¬ 


tion in the book supports the conjecture that they 
were sent in advance.—E d.). 

The poem appears also in the printed Island 
books, 1865, 1884. 

(Naushon, 1839.) Ye hunters of New Eng¬ 
land. (October 1839.) Without title. 

An Old Scrap-Book, 1884, page 206; with title: 
“Hunting Song for 1839.” 

The manuscript “Island Book” (page 79 of the 
original copy) contains this song, with the head¬ 
ing: Tune, “Ye Mariners of England.” For the 
Hunt of 1839 by O. W. Holmes. See also the 
entry immediately preceding. 

(Naushon, 1843.) 

It is possible that Holmes wrote verses for the 
year 1843. In a letter of October 12, 1893 (Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection), Forbes writes Holmes 
that he is sending him a haunch of venison in 
memory of a visit fifty years ago when Holmes 
was crowned high priest of the island festivities. 

(Naushon, 1850.) Dear are our smiling 
pleasures. (November 19, 1850.) Without 
title. 

The following lines appear in Holmes’s hand 
in the manuscript “Island Book,” vol. in, page 53 - 

Dear are our smiling pleasures while they last, 

But dearer sighs are wafted from the past. 

O’er the bright present with its arching bowers 

The vines, luxuriant, trail their fruit and 
flowers; 

In memory’s vaults uncounted summers shine, 

Their purple clusters changed to beaming 
wine! 

Snatched from its stem, amidst the vulgar 
strife 

The grape may cool the fiery thirst of life, 

But the rich goblet that in peace we drain 

Turns to sweet visions in the dreaming brain. 

Nov. 19th 1850 

(Holmes may have written these lines, and 
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those that follow in the next entry, into the book 
on the occasion of some later visit to the island, 
for as the next entry shows he had not expected to 
be present. If he changed his mind and came, he 
must have left shortly after recording the lines 
above, for on the nineteenth of November he de¬ 
livered a lecture before the Cambridge Athenarum. 
Moreover, on that day too, he withdrew books 
from the Boston Athemum—books on anatomy, 
as it happens; see lines 3 and 4 of the next entry. 
As correspondence between Holmes and lohn 
Murray Forbes shows. Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion, the manuscript “Island Books” were not 
always strictly up to date. Moreover, on at least 
one occasion when Holmes was most certainly 
present, his verses for the occasion are not in his 
handwriting; see Naushon, 1857.— Ed.) 

(Naushon, 1850.) Letter to the Governor. 

(September 1850.) “Tell me, Dear Gover¬ 
nor.” 

The following rhymed epistle appears in 
Holmes’s hand in the manuscript “Island Book,” 
vol. in, page 52. See the preceding entry. The 
poem is referred to and a few lines are Cjuoied by 
M. A. DeWolfe Howe in his Holmes of the 
Breakfast-Table, New York, 1939, page 79. 

Tell me, Dear Governor, what shall I do for 
you, 

How can you ask me to write something new 
for you— 

I, whom (//C] am working myself to an atomy 

Over my lectures in odious Anatomy? 

Surely your breast cannot hold such a stony 
part 

While I’m engaged on my Sketches of Bony 
part 

That you refuse to accept an apology— 

Guilt I confess, but I plead Osteology. 

What if I came; Why the pavement would fly 
at me. 

Bucks would start up and insist on a shy at me. 

Science suspending her habeas corpusses 

While I was shooting or looking at porpusses 


—But there’s a secret, Alas! that I’m splitting 
with; 



with 


Deer arc such dears that I gladly would kiss 
’em all. 

Treat ’em like ladies—and ihats why I Miss 
’em all; 

Fishing is getting too rough for my feeling 
heart 

Though catching eels is a branch of the ’ealing 
art; 

Then as to feasting, it doesn’t agree with me 
Each single goblet is equal to three with me 
Wine is my foe. though I still am a friend of 

4 

It— 

Hock becomes hie with a cup at the end of it— 
And if I sit where the bumpers are bubbling, 
While I am looking each Cork seems a 
D(o)ublin! 

Fairest of Islands the birds ever light about 
Thine are the beauties for angels to write 
about; 

Kindest of hearts that a button e'er burst over 
Thine are the virtues that saints would cry 
first over! 

Blessings fall on you both, thick as the snow 
does. 

Till your last doe shall be do. with the dodos! 

(Naushon, 1851.) To Governor Swain. 

(September 10,1851.) Riv. xi (i), 2/7; Cam. 

8 g. “Dear Governor, if my skiff might 
brave.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

These lines are in the manuscript “Island 
Book,” vol. Ill, page 83 (not in Holmes’s hand), 
dated “Pittsfield, Masstts, Sept. 10, 1851,” with 
the heading; “Answer to an Invitation for Sept. 
23''' 1851.” From the letter of September 12, 
printed by Morse (vol. i, page 355), it would seem’ 
that the “Governor” refused to accept Holmes’s 

excuses. (The poem appears also in the printed 
Island books, 1865 and 1884.) 
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(Naushon, 1857.) As o er the goblet’s crys¬ 
tal brim. (September 21, 1857.) Without 
title. 

This song has apparently never been printed. 
It is in the manuscript “Island Book,” vol. iv, 
page 32 (not in Holmes’s hand), with the title 
“Song at the Hunt 22 Septf" 1857,” but dated at 
the end “21 Sept. 1857.” 

(Naushon, 1857.) Not a buck was shot. 
(September 23,1857.) Without title. 

An Old Scrap-Book, 1884, page 212; with title: 

Hunting-Song, 1857”; dated: September 23, 
1857. 

This is in the manuscript “Island Book,” vol. 
Jv, page 36 (not in Holmes’s hand), with the 
heading: In commemoration of the first hunt at 
the West End, Sept*" 23, 1857, Holmes wrote in 
the second chapter of The Autocrat of the Brea^^- 
fast~Table {Riv. i, 39, printed in December 1857, 
The Atlantic Monthly'): “Where have I been for 
the last three or four days? Down at the Island, 
deer-shooting.—How many did I bag? I brought 
home one buck shot.—” 

There is a manuscript in the Harvard Holmes 
collection (a pencil draft) with all the pronouns 
altered from the third person plural to the first 
singular. 

(Naushon, 1857.) Sun and Shadow. (Sep¬ 
tember 25, 1857.) Riv. xii (ii), 108; Cam. 
i$o. “As I look from the isle.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, December 1857, vol. i, 
page 181; in “The Autocrat,” without title. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 45. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

This is in the manuscript “Island Book,” vol. 
IV, page 43 (not in Holmes’s hand), dated at the 
end “Gov*"® room Sept*" 25, 1857.” The poem ap¬ 
pears in the printed Island books, 1865, 1884; 
An Old Scrap-Boof{, 1884, page 225, has the note: 


Written in the north-east lower room of the 
Naushon Mansion House.” 

For sheet music, see page 515. 

(Naushon, 1858.) The Last Look. W.W. 
Swain. (September 22, 1858.) Riv. xi (i), 
25S; Cam. /03. “Behold—not him we 
knew.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1858, vol. n, 
page 749; dated: Naushon September 22nd, 
1858. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

This is in the manuscript “Island Book,” vol. 
IV, page 53 (not in Holmes’s hand); it appears 
also in the printed Island books, 1865, 1884. 

(Naushon, 1864.) Prelude. (November 
1864.) “Oh thou who lovest best the song.” 

Verses from the Island Book, 1865, page (iiij; 
dated: November, 1864; unsigned. 

Holmes’s authorship is indicated in the tabic 
of contents. 

The poem appears in the manuscript “Island 
Book,” vol. IV, page 109, not in Holmes’s hand. 

Nautilus. 

See Chambered Nautilus, The. 

Nearing the Snow-Line. Riv. xii (li)^ 218, 
Cam. igi. 

Nearing the Snow-Line. (Leaflet?) See page 

139* , 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1870, vol. xxv, 
page 86; unsigned. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875* 

Needless. 

See (Charade.) Parted! 

Never or Now. An Appeal. (Phi Beta 
Kappa dinner, Harvard, July 17? 

Riv. xii (ii), 224; Cam. 192. 
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Boston Daily Advertiser, July i8, 1862; with the 
introductory lines, and the title: "Now or 
Never.” 

Now or Never (undated leaflet). See page 107. 
Now or Never! Music by Richard Culver. Bos¬ 
ton, Ditson (1862.^). See page 512. 

The Celebrated Rallying Song: Fill Up the 
Ranks boys, music by J. P. Webster. Chi- 
cago, Higgins, (Deposited for copyright jan- 
uary 21, 1863.) See page 512. 

The Patriotic Glee Book, by H. M. Higgins, 
Chicago, 1863, p. 127, with title: "The Cele¬ 
brated Rallying Song, Fill up the Ranks 
Boys,” with the music by Webster. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Boston Daily Advertiser and the Boston 
Evening Transcript both print the lines with 
which Holmes introduced his poem at the Phi 
Beta Kappa dinner. The lines were reprinted 
(without the last eight) in the privately issued 
volume, An Old Scrap-Book^, distributed by John 
Murray Forbes, 1884 (page 517), and by T. F. 
Currier (without the last six but two), "Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Poet Laureate of Harvard,” in 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, May meeting, 1943, vol. lxvii, 1945, page 
446. 

The poem itself calls for the present title with 
its inversion of the familiar phrase; the uncol¬ 
lected introductory verses account for the early 
title. The introduction ends: 

Each of us owes the rest his best endeavor; 
Take these few lines,—we’ll call them 

NOW OR NEVER. 

New Call for Troops, The. 

This title was used for "Never or Now,” in 

Lyrics of the War, second number, Philadelphia 
1864. 

New Eden, The. (Berkshire Horticultural 
Society, Stockbridge, Massachusetts, Sep¬ 
tember 13,1854.) Riv. xi (i), 232; Cam. 94 


Pittsfield Sun, October 5, 1854. 

The New Eden, by Holmes, 1854. (Leaflet.) 
See page 54. 

Favorite Authors, Boston (Ticknor and 
Fields), 1861 (copyright i860), page (2651. 
Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The poem was read on September 13, as stated 
in the Riverside edition, not the sixteenth as 
given in the Cambridge edition. For proof of this 
and for further notes on this poem, see page 54. 

New England. 

This title was used in War Songs of the Ameri¬ 
can Union. 1861, for an extract of twenty-eight 
lines from "A Rhymed Lesson," the extract be¬ 
ginning: “New England! proudly may thy chil¬ 
dren claim.” 

(New England Society, New York, 1855.) 
Semi-Centennial Celebration of the New 
England Society, New York. (December 
22,1855.) Riv. xi (i), 2sj; Cam. g6. 

New York Herald, December 24, 1855, morn- 
ing edition; without title. 

Semi-Centennial Celebration of the New Eng¬ 
land Society, in the City of New York, De¬ 
cember, 1855 (published 1856), page 83; 
with Holmes’s prefatory remarks. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

For an account of the amusing byplay during 
the after-dinner speaking, see page 474. 

New Year’s Address. (January i, 1833.) 

The New-England Magazine, January 1833, 
vol. IV, page 94; signed. O.W.H. 

(New York City, Medical Profession of.) 

See (Medical Profession of New York). 

(New York Harvard Club.) 

See Alma Mater. 

(Harvard Club of New York City, 1866.) 
Two Sonnets: Harvard. 
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(New York Mercantile Library Associa¬ 
tion, 1842.) 

See Song for a Temperance Dinner. 

No more the summer floweret charms. 

See (Naushon, 1839). The Island Hunting- 
Song. 

No Time Like the Old Time. (Phi Beta 
Kappa dinner, Harvard, July 20, 1865.) 
Riv. xii (a), ^04; Cam. 222. 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1865, vol. xvi, 
page 398; unsigned. 

No time like the old time, composed by Ernest 
Leslie, 1865. See page 512. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

There can be little doubt that Holmes read 
these lines at the Phi Beta Kappa dinner of July 
20, 1865, for in a letter to Mrs. Caroline L. Kel¬ 
logg, of Pittsfield, July 22, 1865 (Harvard li¬ 
brary), Holmes writes: 

As to our busy week; Wednesday Com¬ 
mencement, Alumni meeting; Thursday 
<I>BK, you know what that is—Friday, Com¬ 
memoration Festival for dead & living grad¬ 
uate soldiers.—I presided at the alumni meet¬ 
ing gave the ^BKs a Poem and at the meet¬ 
ing yesterday read another, a long one, ... I 
send you an authentic copy of the poem I de¬ 
livered at the Commemoration. 1 hope you 
will like it, but if you don’t you will like some 
little verses I read at Phi Beta Kappa Society 
if you see them in some future number of the 
Atlantic—not just yet. 

Two months later, in its October issue, The At¬ 
lantic Monthly printed the lines “No Time Like 
the Old Time,” 

Holmes is evidently referring to these lines also 
in a letter to James T. Fields (Huntington Li¬ 
brary), The letter, written from “21 Charles 
Street,” is dated July 25. Although the year is not 
given, the address limits the years to 1857-1865; 


a further limitation is provided by Fields's term 
as editor of The Atlantic, which began in 1861. 
The letter reads: 

I am glad you like any lines I write, but both 
the copies of verses were like the bouquets of 
the evening, for use on that occasion only. I 
do not mean to print either of them and only 
sent them to amuse an idle moment. I think 
the 4 > B K verses on the other hand are well 
worth saving and am delighted to let them off 
through the Atlantic. 

The two “bouquets” are unidentified; probably 
one is the poem to Farragut, q.v. The other might 
be the Commemoration Day poem, although by 
the twenty-fifth it was already in print in the 
newspapers. Or perhaps Holmes provided the 
alumni with verses for their dinner of July 19, but 
nothing to corroborate this conjecture has been 
found. A letter also to Fields, dated July 19, n.y. 
(also in the Huntington Library), speaks of not 
wishing to print a “little after-dinner poem,” de¬ 
scribed as a “china cracker,” which has “gone 
off.” Tfiis letter, unhappily, offers no clues to its 
date or to the occasion of the poem. 

Non-Resistance. (Part of '‘Astrxa,” Yale 
Phi Beta Kappa poem, August 14, 1850.) 
Riv. xi (i), 204; Cam. Sj. 

New-York Tribune, August 16, 1850; the last 
fourteen lines with the eighteen which fol¬ 
low {Cam. 335-56), from Holmes’s manu¬ 
script. 

Boston Evening Transcript, August 17, 1850, 
the last fourteen lines, from the Tribune. 

Astria, by Holmes, 1850, page 25; without title. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862, as a 
separate poem. 

Noontide Lyric, A. Riv. xiii (Hi), 270; Cam. 
330. 

The Amateur, Boston, July 3, 1830, vol. i, page 
25; unsigned, under the general heading- 
“The Athenaeum Gallery”; with specific 
title: “Poultry. For the Amateur. 
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Illustrations of the Athenaeum Gallery of Paint¬ 
ings, Boston, 1830; unsigned, with title: 
“Poultry.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836; with title: “A Noon¬ 
tide Lyric.” 

Nor yet too brightly strive to blaze. 

The fourteen lines beginning as above, which 
appear in Mrs. Hale’s Flora s Interpreter (page 
^33)) from ‘‘Words to Woman,” 

North Church Rhapsody, No. 5. 

A broadside, dated Newburyport, May 1870, 

prints The Height of the Ridiculous,” with a 

parody of it, signed “Observer.” A note announces 

that a Rhapsody ’ on the “Old South” is in prep¬ 
aration. 

Northern Fire. 

This title was used in War Songs of the Ameri¬ 
can Union, 1861, for four stanzas of “A Voice of 
the Loyal North.” 


(Norton, Grace.) 

See Penitentia. 

Not a buck was shot. 

See (Naushon, 1857). 

Not his the Buddhist’s creed, the Chris- 
tian’s name. 

See (Manuscript). 

Not ours to ask in freezing tones. 

See Holmes Hospital. 

Nothing so sweet as love. 

This title was used in Gift of Love, edited by 
R. W. Griswold, 1853, for the poem with title. 
Stanzas,” beginning “Strange! that one lightly 
whispered tone.” 


Now or Never. 

See Never or Now. 


Nux Postcoenatica. Riv. xi (i). 84: Cum. J5. 

The Knickerbocker, New York, November 
1848, vol. XXXII, page 468, advance printing 
from the forthcoming volume of poems. 
Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

o 

O daughter of the spiced South. Without 
title. Riv. vi, 228. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1867, vol. xx, page 
7; in "The Guardian Angel.” 

The Guardian Angel, by Holmes, 1867, page 
223. 

Fragment of a poem assumed to have been 
written by Gifted Hopkins, in The Guardian 
Angel. 

O Dearest, may each coming year. 

See (Holmes, Amelia Lee). 

O Love Divine. 

This title has been used for musical renderings 

of Hymn of Trust.” For sheet-music editions, 
see Appendix 2. 

Oh would, oh would that thou wast here. 
Without title. Riv. vi, 222. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1867, vol. xx, page 
5; in “The Guardian Angel.” 

The Guardian Angel, by Holmes, 1867, page 
217 - 

Fragment of a poem assumed to have been 

written by Gifted Hopkins, in The Guardian 
A ngel. 

Octosyllabics. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, July 1830, no. 6, 

page 261; unsigned, but starred in the table' 
of contents, see page 15. 

Ode for a Social Meeting. With Slight Al¬ 
terations by a Teetotaler. Rh. xii (ii), 141 ■ 
Cam. 162. 
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The Atlantic Monthly, December 1857, vol. i, 
page 184; in “The Autocrat,’* with title: 

“Here It Is,— With the Slight Alterations!” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 53. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; with 
title: “Ode for a Social Meeting.” 

For sheet music, see page 513. 

Ode for Washington’s Birthday. 

See (Washington, 1856). 

Ode on Fancy. 

Although George Thomas Eaton, in reminis¬ 
cences of Phillips Academy, refers to this piece 
as the “Ode on Fancy,” it was certainly a prose 
essay as explained at page 446. 

Old Cambridge. (July 3, 1875.) Riv. xiii 
(Hi), 22; Cam. 250. 

The Adantic Monthly, August 1875, vol, xxxvi, 
page 237; with subtitle: “At the dinner in 
Memorial Hall, July 3, 1875.” 

Laurel Leaves, 1876 (published 1875), Boston, 
page 169; also letter, page (viij, November 
9, 1875. 

Cambridge in the “Centennial.” Proceedings, 

July 3, 1875 (published 1876), page 88; with 
Holmes’s prefatory remarks. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 304. 

Old “Constitution,” The. 

This title was used for “Old Ironsides,” in The 
Centennial School Singer, 1876, with music by 
the compiler, George Henry Curtis, and also in 
Standard Recitations, no. 9, September 1885, by 
Frances P. Sullivan. 

Old Cruiser, The. (Class meeting, January 
6, 1869, and Commencement Day dinner, 

June 29,1869.) Riv. xii (it), 46; Cam. 128. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 
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Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881); with title: “Lines.” 

The last four stanzas of the poem were added 
for the Commencement Day dinner; they are not 
present in the copy entered by Samuel May in 
the manuscript records of the class (page 174, 
Harvard archives). 

Old Gentleman’s Story, The. 

Die Collegian, Cambridge, July 1830, no. 6, 
page 277; unsigned, but starred in the table of 
contents, see page 15. 

Old Graduate’s Verses, An. (Phi Beta 
Kappa dinner. Harvard, July 21,1864.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 22, 1864. 

Boston Evening Transcript, July 22,1864. 

The following is the text as printed in the 
Transcript (two typographical errors have been 
corrected): 

A peaceful haven while the deep is seething, 
An alcove’s cobwebs while the flags are 
flaunting, 

A spot of tranquil shade for quiet breathing 
While all the haggard, hurried world is 

panting; 

Hard by, a church-yard full of soundest 
sleepers. 

Old square-browed Presidents with wisdom 
brimming. 

Long “deaded” tutors and clean swept up 
sweepers. 

And the slim youths of promise, drowned in 
swimming. 

Old trees, the saplings of the Revolution, ^ 
That heard the banging of the “Lively s 

cannon,— 

The first salute that hailed the “Constitu¬ 
tion,”— , 

The broadsides of the Chesapeake and 

Shannon; 
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Old halls, each building youth’s eternal palace, 
Stirring and sparkling still with fresh new¬ 
comers, 

As the last vintage fills the same old chalice 
That held the life-blood of a hundred sum¬ 
mers; 

Old teachers, abstracts of the mouldy centuries, 
Sines, xs, accents, etched on all their fea¬ 
tures. 

Old beldames slopping through the windy 
entries 

With pail and besom,—obsoletest creatures! 

Old legends of our fathers’ fathers’ follies. 

Born of hot youth and blood-inflaming 
revel,— 

The midnight leap from Harvard’s roof to 
Hollis,— 

The sinful words that summoned up the 
Devil; 

Prayer bells—brief toilets—limited lavation— 
Sharp run of tardy saints to Pater noster, 

Where worship mingles with the contempla¬ 
tion 

Of doubtful record on the morning’s roster; 

The long, long grind of daily recitation 
Chalk, blackboard, “pony,” prompter, all 
in action 

The prisoned hour of stifling condensation, 
The final gush, rush, flush of rarefaction. 

These are the old, old tangled recollections 
That Time in strange confusion blends and 
mingles 

Till with the wakened thrill of young affec¬ 
tions 

The marrow in the bones of Memory 
tingles! 

These weave the dream, the beatific vision 
That haunts our busy day, our toil-bought 
slumbers. 

Here are the blissful shades, the bowers 
Elysian, 

And these the brightest hours our evening 
numbers! 


Old Ironsides. (September i6, 1830.) Riv. 
xi (i), 2; Cam. 5. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, September 16, 18^0; 

signed: H. (See illustration, page ^87.) 

The Mariner’s Library, Boston, 1833, page 425; 
unsigned. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836; as a part of the Phi 
Beta Kappa poem “Poetry.” 

No evidence has yet been found tfiat, as stated 
by Morse (vol. i, page 80), the poem was dis¬ 
tributed on handbills on the streets of Washing¬ 
ton. The note at the head of the poem in the 
Riverside and Cambridge editions reprints from 
the Boston Daily Advertiser the news note that 
stirred young Holmes when he 

From yon lone attic, on a smiling morn, 

Thus mocked the spoilers with his schoolboy 
scorn. 

This note was first printed in the New Yorl^ 
Journal of Commerce, September 10, 1830, and 
copied into the Boston Daily Advertiser of Sep¬ 
tember 14. Holmes, in 1845, again paid tribute to 
Old Ironsides” in “The Pilgrim’s Vision.” 

For sheet music, see page 514. 

Holmes’s friend and colleague, Henry Jacob 
Bigelow, made a phonograph recording of him¬ 
self reading the poem (Memoir of Henry Jacob 
Bigelow, by R. M. Hodges, 1894, page 154). 

Old Ironsides at anchor lay. 

The poem beginning with this line has at times 
been confused with Holmes’s “Old Ironsides”; it 
is from the poem “The Main Truck,” written by 
George Pope Morris. 

Old Man Dreams, The. (Class meeting, 
November 23,1854.) ^itv. xii (ii), 9; Cam. 
ns. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1858, vol. i, 
page 319; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 76. 
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Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 2d edi¬ 
tion, 1859 (Boston); with title: “The 
Dream.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Two manuscripts exist: one in the class of ’29 
memorabilia (Harvard archives); the other, dated 
Nov. 23, 1854 (in pencil at the end), and titled 
“The Dream,” in the American Antiquarian So¬ 
ciety. 

Holmes used this poem in his lecture “The 
Lyrical Passion,” for the 1856/7 season. The Bos¬ 
ton Journal, reporting the lecture, quotes the first 
stanza, January 16, 1857. For the lecture, see Ap¬ 
pendix 5. 

Old Man of the Sea, The. A Nightmare 
Dream by Daylight. Rit/. xi (i), 27S; Cam. 
log. 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1858, vol, 11, 
page 743; in “A Visit to the Autocrat’s Land¬ 
lady.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

In explanation of this poem Holmes wrote as 
follows to a group of young girls, the letter being 
printed in the Jersey City News of October 15, 
1894: 

Boston, Feb. 27, 1894. 

My dear young ladies, 

“The Old Man of the Sea” is the most per¬ 
sistent and wearying bore you have the mis¬ 
fortune to know, whoever he may be, I have 
had several such acquaintances at various 
periods of my life, but all of them have gone 
to another world, which I hope their presence 
will not spoil. 

The poem was omitted from the printing of 
“A Visit to the Autocrat’s Landlady” in Sound- 
ings from the Atlantic. 

Old Player, The. (November 4,1855.) 
xi {i), 2og; Cam. 8$. 

(The Heart’s Own Secret.) Private Copy 
(1855); without title. See page 63. 


Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Two passages, ten lines each, were printed in 
the Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 
1856, vol. II, page 38, being there given the titles 
“Age Not Counted by Years” and “The Player’s 
Visions.” 

The first of these two passages (“Call him not 
old”) was included in the seventh chapter of “The 
Autocrat” in The Atlantic Monthly, May 1858. 
Members of the Rabelais Club made a chain of 
translations of these ten lines, going from 
Holmes’s English into Latin (Samuel Lee), into 
Greek (George Augustus Sala), back into Eng¬ 
lish (Andrew Lang), into French (Walter Her- 
ries Pollock), into Italian (S. G. C. Middlemere), 
and into English again (Walter Herries Pollock). 
The lines and their translations appear in Rabelais 
Club, 188S-18S8. The manuscript of these ten 
lines is with that of The Autocrat (Morgan Li- 


Old Song, The. 

See Lyre of Anacreon, The. 

(Old South Church.) An Appeal for “The 
Old South.” Riv. xiii (Hi), 59; Cam. 236. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 26, 1876; with 
title: “A Last Appeal. With a small subscrip¬ 
tion for the Old South Fund.” 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition, published September 1877)* 
page 311. 

(Anastatic lithograph of an autograph copy of 
the poem, without title or author’s name, 
printed as a four-page leaflet, presumably in 
connection with the fair held in Boston, De¬ 
cember 1877, for the benefit of the fund.) See 

page 160. 

Poems of the “Old South,” 1877 (Boston, W. F. 
Gill & Co., published December 1877), page 

8 . 

The Brave Old South. (1879, leaflet.) See page 
161. 
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A letter from Holmes in which he refers to 
having sent this poem to the Advertiser is incor¬ 
rectly dated March by Morse (vol. i, page 332); 
the original letter (Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety) is dated November 22, 1876. 

There are two manuscripts, one in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection and the other in the Li¬ 
brary of Congress. A carefully written fair copy 
is preserved in “Poems of the Old South in Auto¬ 
graph Manuscript,” 1877, an elaborately bound 
autograph album, which includes also Holmes’s 
Dorothy Q.” and the Old South poems of Long¬ 
fellow, Whittier, Edward Everett Hale, and 
James Freeman Clarke. Tlie volume is now^ in 
the Harvard library. 

The Old South Meeting-House, still standing 
in Boston at the corner of Washington and Milk 
Streets, on land originally a part of Governor Win- 
throp’s garden, was completed in 1730. It is on 
the site of the previous house of worship, built 
by liberal members of the First Church in Boston, 
who seceded from that church in 1669. From its 
geographical situation the new church was pop¬ 
ularly called the South Church. In the years pre¬ 
ceding the American Revolution, the building 
was frequently used for public meetings that were 
likely to be too large for Faneuil Hall. The char¬ 
acter of some of these meetings is indicated by 
the fact that one of them resulted in the famous 
Boston Tea Party. Burke once used, in Parlia¬ 
ment, the expression “hot as Faneuil Hall or the 
Old South Church in Boston”; for by that lime 
another church had been built in that section of 
Boston, necessitating the use of the adjective “old” 
for the one at the corner of the present Milk 
Street. Other connections of the “Old South” with 
the stirring events of the time are a matter of his¬ 
torical record and need no mention here. At the 
time of the great Boston fire, in November 1872, 
the building barely escaped destruction but was 
so damaged as to make it unfit for religious ser¬ 
vices. For a short time it was used to house sol¬ 
diers guarding the ruins of the great fire and then 
was leased to the Federal Government for two 
years for use as a post office. 


At this period it became increasingly evident 
that the location of this building was unsuitable 
as a place of worship. The noise and confusion of 
a busy corner in the very heart of Boston’s busi¬ 
ness district made it impossible to hold weekday 
meetings there with any degree of satisfaction, 
while, in the evening, the crowded conditions of 
Washington Street W'ere such as to be considered 
unsuitable for “females” who wished to attend 
services; moreover, the members of the church 
no longer lived in this vicinity. The question of 
erecting a new building for the Society was long 
and hotly debated. The title to the building was 
vested in the corporation known as the “Old 
South Society in Boston,” composed of the pro¬ 
prietors of pews, the majority of whom felt that 
the religious activities of the church could no 
longer continue with full success in the old build¬ 
ing. There was, however, opposition to deserting 
the historic site by a minority of pew owners, by 
many Congregational ministers and laymen, not 
members of this church, and by numerous per¬ 
sons. outside the denomination, who claimed to 
represent the Boston public and felt it to be the 
duty of the Old South Society to remain at its 
original site. At one of the church meetings, after 
the Boston fire, a member urged that the Lord, 
having saved the building from burning by his 
miraculous intercession, had clearly expressed his 
will that the church should continue at this very 
spot. A young veteran of the Civil War then 
arose and asked if the same could be said of the 
miraculous escape of the liquor saloon at the 
other end of Milk Street. Finally, the decision was 
made to erect the building now standing at the 
northwest corner of Copley Square, and hopes 
were expressed that citizens would come forward 
to raise an equitable sum to preserve the old build¬ 
ing. Individual members of the Old South So¬ 
ciety, feeling that it was not the obligation of the 
Society, as such, to undertake this duty with its 
own funds, united in personal pledges to the sum 
of $30,000 for the purpose, provided that the re¬ 
mainder could be raised by popular subscription. 
The proposition failed to succeed, and, at last, on 
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June 8,1876, the building alone, without the land, 
was auctioned ofT for the sum of $1,350. At this 
juncture a Boston merchant, George W. Sim¬ 
mons, of the firm of G. W. Simmons and Son, 
clothiers, printed the following announcement 
in the Boston papers: 

We have bought the right to hold this build¬ 
ing uninjured for seven days and will be con¬ 
ditionally responsible for raising the last 
$100,000 to complete its purchase. 

A mass meeting was held on June 14, with an ad¬ 
dress by Wendell Phillips, which resulted in the 
purchase of the lot on which the building stands 
for $400,000 and of the building itself for $1,350. 
The money was raised by subscription and mort¬ 
gage, for the land, and by a gift of the amount 
required for the building on the part of twenty- 
five patriotic Boston women. The name of Mrs. 
Mary Hemenway, of Boston, should be men¬ 
tioned, for a liberal contribution of $100,000 from 
her, during the campaign for funds, turned the 
scale and made it possible to finance the project. 
Holmes sent a contribution and with it the poem 
now given the title “An Appeal for ‘The Old 
South,’ ’’ which was printed in the Boston Daily 
Advertiser of June 26, 1876, with the title “A Last 
Appeal.” During the ensuing months the daily 
papers record numerous meetings, fairs, and au¬ 
thors’ readings held for the benefit of the Old 
South fund, and Holmes was frequendy called 
upon to read this and other of his poems and con¬ 
tribute autographs for these occasions. For an ac¬ 
count of two leaflet printings of this poem, see 
pages 160-61. 

The historic meetinghouse is now in the hands 
of an active society, the Old South Association in 
Boston, that cares for the building, maintains a 
historical museum, has encouraged the study, 
particularly among young persons, of American 
history, and possesses many mementos, manu¬ 
scripts, scrapbooks, and other material relating 
to Boston and the Old South. 

Old Tune, The. Thirty-Sixth Variation. 


(Class meeting, January 7, 1886.) Riv. xii 
(ii), 100; Cam. 146. 

The Adantic Monthly, March 1886, vol. lvii, 
page 373; in the prose essay, “The New Port¬ 
folio. Two ‘Occasional* Poems, with an In¬ 
troduction.** 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

The Latest Poems of the Class of 1829 (issued 
in 1891). 

The manuscript, as prepared for The Atlantic, 
is in the Aldrich papers, Harvard library. 

Old-Year Song, An, Riv. xii (ii), 2oy, Cam. 
186. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1874, vol. 
XXXIII, page loi. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; 
dated 1874. 

The Harvard Holmes collection has a manu¬ 
script, used as printer’s copy. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes Hospital, Hudson, 
Wisconsin. 

See (Holmes Hospital). 

On Lending a Punch-Bowl. (Anniversary 
dinner, Boston Society for Medical Im¬ 
provement, February 13,1847.) Ri^- xi (i)f 
6 g; Cam. 29. 

The Literary World, New York, October 28, 
1848, vol. Ill, page 772; from the proof sheets 
of the 1849 edition of Holmes s Poems. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885. See page 

196. 

In the Boston Daily Advertiser, March 27, 1885 
(page 8), Holmes declared that the poem was 
“written for a gathering at the residence of Dr. 
Reynolds, when I loaned him my silver punch 

bowl.’* 

The occasion, then, was surely the anniversary 
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meeting of the Boston Society for Nfedical Im¬ 
provement on February 13, 1847, which was held 
at the home of Dr. Edward Reynolds. The Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal for February 24 
(vol. xxxvi, page 84) reports; 

The voice from Holmes s Hole —relating 
the history of an antique, to which the eyes 
of the guests were directed—cannot easily be 
forgotten. 

Holmes’s Hole is the former name of the har¬ 
bor at Vineyard Haven, Martha’s Vineyard, Since 
the goings and comings of the vessels in this har¬ 
bor were always noted in the newspapers of the 
period, the Journal's play on the names would not 
escape its readers. 

That Holmes read a poem on this occasion is 
confirmed by the Society’s manuscript records 
(vol. V, page 254, Boston Medical Library). Sam¬ 
uel Parkman, the secretary, reports; 

Dr Holmes read to them an original poem 
which had for its object to show that the en¬ 
joyments furnished through the appetite are 
not to be scorned by the philosopher but re¬ 
ceived with a thankful spirit from the bounte¬ 
ous hand of Nature—and that independent 
individuality of character may be too great a 
price to pay for the attainment even of what 
many may deem a great good. It need not be 
mentioned with what pleasure it was listened 
to by all. 

The original manuscript, dated February ii, 
1847, is preserved in a scrapbook made by Annie 
Fields, now in the Morgan Library. It has an ad¬ 
ditional stanza. 

After the poem appeared in print, George Park- 
man sent Holmes a box to keep the punch bowl 
in and a few days later added a ladle, which he 
described as having value because of “its age, use, 
& mostly your 14 line on it,” his allusion, as 
Holmes notes on the letter, being to the fourth 
line of the poem. (Parkman’s letters of April 18 
and 20, 1849, were recently added to the Harvard 
Holmes collection.) 


On Receiving an apple “stolen” from the 
old place at Pittsfield, by Miss H. P. (Octo¬ 
ber 14,1870.) Ii/es, go. 

Life and Letters of Holmes, by John 1 '. Morse, 
1896, vol. I, page 202; without title. 

According to Morse, the thief was Miss Harriet 
Putnam, afterwards Mrs. H. J. Hayden. The 
tide above is from a manuscript (not in Holmes’s 
hand) in the Boston Athenaeum Library. Another 
manuscript, without title, in the Harvard Holmes 
collection, is dated: Oct. 14^ 1870. 

On the Death of President Garfield. 

See (Garfield). 

On the Threshold. Introduction to a collec¬ 
tion of poems by different authors. (1877.) 
Rtt/. xiii (Hi), 70; Cam. 2^9. 

Golden Songs of Great Poets, 1877, page (I5,; 

with an illustration by Alfred Fredericks. 
The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

Written expressly for Golden Songs of Great 
Poets. 

Once More. (Class meeting, January o, 
1868.) Riv. xii (ii), 42; Cam. i2j. 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1868, vol. xxi, 
4301 unsigned. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi¬ 
tion, 1868. At the head: Condiscipulis, Co- 
cetaneis, Harvardianis, Amicis. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Library of Congress has a manuscript. 

One Country. (1865.) Riv- xii (ii). 225; 
Cam. 795. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; the 
poem dated 1865. 

One Hoss Shay, The. 

See Deacon’s Masterpiece, The. 
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One Talent, The. 

This is the title in the manuscript of the poem 
“But One Talent,” in the Library of Congress. 

One word—and that so softly fell. 

See (Holmes, Amelia Lee). 

Only Daughter, The. Illustration of a Pic¬ 
ture. Riv, xi (i), y8; Cam. ^2. 

The Token and Atlantic Souvenir, 1838 (Bos¬ 
ton), page 33; to accompany an engraving by 
J. Andrews after G. S. Newton. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1846 (London). 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849 (stereotyped edition). 

Opening of the Piano, The. (Harvard Mu¬ 
sical Association, January 17, 1859.) Rit/. 
xii (a 752; Cam. 166. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1859, vol. in, 
page 360; in “The Professor.” 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 92. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

A report of the annual meeting of the Har¬ 
vard Musical Association is in Dwight’s Journal 
of Music, January 29, 1859 (vol. xiv, page 349), 
where it is stated that Holmes “sang” these lines 
at the annual dinner. 

The manuscript is in the Huntington Library 
in the manuscript of The Professor. 

Opening the Window. (October 7, 1874.) 
Rip. xii (ii), 799; Cam. 18^. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; as 
proem to the volume. 

This and the poem “Programme” are to be 
looked upon as one poem. In the original manu¬ 
script (Library of Congress) the “Programme” 
starts on the same sheet of paper as the other 
poem, and they are printed together on the pre¬ 
liminary pages of Songs of Many Seasons. 


Organ-Blower, The. Rip. xii (ii), 20S; Cam, 
187. 

Old and New, Boston, January 1872, vol. v, 
page 69. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; dated 
1872. 

A manuscript is in the Library of Congress. 

Organ in Boston Music Hall. 

See Impromptu, An. At the Walcker Dinner. 

Our Banker. (Class meeting, January 8, 
1874.) Rip. xii (ii), 64; Cam. 755. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 
Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881); with title: “Lines.” 

An early draft, revised to give most of the 
present text, is in the Library of Congress. 

Our Brother. 

This title was used in Standard Recitations, by 
Frances P. Sullivan, 1887, for “Hymn read at the 
Dedication of the Oliver Wendell Holmes Hos¬ 
pital, at Hudson, Wisconsin.” See (Holmes 
Hospital). 

Our Classmate. 

See (Crocker, Frederic William). 

Our Country’s Flag. 

This title was used for a group of quotations 
(from various authors), including the first four 
lines of Holmes’s “Union and Liberty, in The 
Old Farmers Almanac\ for 1866. 

Our Dead Singer. 

See (Longfellow, 1882). 

Our Father’s Land. 

See International Ode. 

Our First Citizen. 

See (Everett, 1865). 
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Our Flag. 

This title was used for the poem "God Save 
the Flsg, as set to music by L. Louis; see page 
508. 

Our Home—Our Country. For the 250th 
anniversary of the settlement of Cam¬ 
bridge, Massachusetts, December 28, 1880. 
Riv. xiii (lii)^ loS; Cam, 265. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 29, 1880; 
with Holmes’s brief introductory remarks, 
and letter, November 5, 1880. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1881 (pub¬ 
lished September 1881, Handy Volume edi¬ 
tion), vol. II, page 387. 

Exercises in Celebrating the 250th Anniversary 
of the Settlement of Cambridge (published 
October 1881), page 33; with title "Home,” 
with introductory remarks, page 32; also the 
letter, November 5, 1880, page 126. 

The introductory remarks (differing slightly 
in the two printings) note that the incident re¬ 
ferred to was "a very real one.” 

There is a manuscript (fair copy) in the Li¬ 
brary of Congress. 

Our Indian Summer. (Class meeting, No¬ 
vember 6,1856.) Riv. xii (ii), ly, Cam. 7/7. 
“You’ll believe me, dear boys.” 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 1859, 

2d edition; with title: "A Poem.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; with 
title: "Class of ’29.” 

First given the title "Our Indian Summer” in 
the Household edition of 1877; perhaps Holmes 
unconsciously borrowed the title from a poem by 
James Freeman Clarke in the third edition (1868) 
of the Songs and Poems of the Class of Eighteen 
Hundred and Twenty-Nine, 

There is a manuscript in the memorabilia of 
the class. Harvard archives. 

Our Limitations. (Part of “Astrsea,” Yale 
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Phi Beta Kappa poem, August 14, 1850.) 
Riv. xi (i), 208; Cam. 8^. 

Astrxa, by Holmes, 1850, page 37; without 
special title. See page 47. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; as a 
separate poem. 

Our Oldest Friend. (Class meeting, Janu¬ 
ary 5, 1865.) Riv. xii (it), Cam. 124. 

The Adantic Monthly, March 1865, vol. xv, 
page 340; unsigned, with subtitle: "Read to 
‘The Boys of ’29,’ Jan. 5, 1865.” 

Humorous Poems, by Holmes, 1865. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi¬ 
tion, i868. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

(Our Second Selves.) (1857.) “Look with 

me through this magic glass.” Without 
title. 

The following lines are from a manuscript in 
the Library of Congress. The third stanza ap¬ 
pears in The Autocrat of the Breakjast-Table, Rw. 

I. 153. The title, "Our Second Selves,” has been 
given the poem (by the editor) because it is evi¬ 
dently the poem with which Holmes closed his 
lyceum lecture of that title (1857/8 season). Re¬ 
porting the lecture, the Boston Journal (Decem¬ 
ber 12, 1857) says: "The lecturer concluded by 
reading a few verses of his own composition, il¬ 
lustrating in a happy manner the views he en¬ 
tertained in respect to our second selves.” 

Look with me through this magic glass. 

And see the people as they pass! 

As each in turn we bring in view. 

We thought him one, but find him two; 

A double shape, a twin-like pair. 

But one of flesh and one of air,_ 

The first a vulgar mortal elf,— 

The second what he thinks himself! 

Our magic glass has curious tricks,— 

Yon slender youth of five feet six 
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Struts like a peacock in the sun,— 

His second self is six feet one! 

And he with features all awry, 

Whose sweetest smile makes children cry, 
Walks not alone, but always near 
That lovely youth the “Belvidere”! 

My lady’s cheek can boast no more 
The cranberry white and pink it wore; 
And where her shining locks divide 
The parting line is all too wide,— 

(That fatal sign which still reveals 
The track of Time’s remorseless wheels,—) 
In short, if all the truth were told, 

She’s — Hush! a lady’s never old! 

We lift our glass; what youthful bride 
Walks blooming at my lady’s side? 
Where’er she moves is always seen 
This sweet young figure, just eighteen, 
Fresh as Love’s Goddess from the sea,— 
Who can this lovely image be? 

O, that’s my lady, as she seems 
When waking, of herself she dreams! 

Give some poor lecturer leave to spout. 
And sit an hour to hear him out 
Look through our eye-glass at the chair— 
Lo! Tully seated with him there! 

Nay spare the wretch that frozen sneer 
Or melt it with one pitying tear, 

When the lean, black-coat crow has cawed 
And wonders why they dont applaud. 

Shadow and substance; so we glide, 

Life’s double spectres, side by side. 

Till o’er us peals the passing bell, — 

And which is real who can tell? 

God grant that in some happier sphere 
These flitting shapes may reappear 
Each fairer than its earthly dreams 
And be as to itself it seems! 

For the lecture, see Appendix 5. 

Our Sweet Singer. 

See (Angier, Joseph). 


Our Yankee Girls. Riv, xiii (iit)^ 257; Cam, 

527. 

The American Monthly Magazine, March 
1836, new series vol. 1, page 292; unsigned. 
Boston Book, 1837 (copyright October 20, 
1836), page 117. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836 (copyright Novem¬ 
ber 23, 1836). 

For sheet music, sec page 514. 

Oysterman, The. 

See Ballad of the Oysterman, The, 

P 

Pantomime, At the. 

See At the Pantomime. 

(Papyrus Club.) At the Papyrus Club. Rw. 
xiii (Hi), 72; Cam, 24g. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

There are two manuscripts in the Harvard 
Holmes collection: one an incomplete rough 
draft and the other the copy used by the printer. 

(Parkman, Francis.) Francis Parkman. 
(Massachusetts Historical Society, Novem¬ 
ber 21, 1893.) Cam. 2g8. 

Francis Parkman. (Leaflet, 1894.) See page 

, I 

The Adantic Monthly, February 1894, vol. 
Lxxiii, page 222. 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, second series, vol. viii (vol- xxviii of 

the whole series), 1894, page 360. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 
1895 (Cambridge edition), page 298. 

Two important corrections of text are noted at 
page 246. 

Parson Turell’s Legacy, or, The President’s 
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Old Arm-Chair. A Mathematical Story. 
Riv. xii (it), 7^5; Cam. 160. 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1858, vol. ii, 
page 626; in “The Autocrat,” with “Pre¬ 
lude.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 345; with “Prelude.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Parson Turell is Ebenezer Turell of the class 
of 1721, but no source for this tale about him has 
been noted. The “Prelude” is included in the edi¬ 
tions of The Autocrat but is not in Songs in Many 
Keys nor in any of the subsequent editions of col¬ 
lected poems until the Cambridge edition of 1895. 

The original manuscript of this poem is in the 
collection of Mr. P. D. Howe; the manuscript of 
The Autocrat (Morgan Library) has the original 

manuscript of the “Prelude,” but the poem itself 
is a late fair copy. 

(Parsons, Thomas William.) 

Paying a hospital visit to Thomas William Par¬ 
sons during his last illness (spring 1892), Holmes 
evidently brought his fellow poet some verses 
(“Oliver Wendell Holmes,” by Maria S. Porter, 

The Bostonian, June 1895, vol. ii, page 248). 

Parted! Alas it brings my first to mind. 

See (Charade). 

Parting Health, A. 

See (Motley). 

Parting Hymn. Riv. xii (ii), 255; Cam. ig6. 

The Adantic Monthly, August 1861, vol. viii, 
page 235; unsigned. 

Holmes’s Parting Hymn. (Leaflet, 1861.?) See 
page 103. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Parting Song, The. Festival of the Alumni. 

(July 16,1857.) Rif-xi (i), 267; Cam. 106. 
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Harvard College. Festival of the Association of 
the Alumni, July i6, 1857. The Parting Song. 
(Leaflet, with additional stanza, the author 
not named.) See page 69. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 17, 1857; with 
additional stanza, the author not named. 
Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Parting Word, The. Riv. xi (i), wi; Cam. 
40. 

The Western Messenger, Louisville, Ky., May 
1838, vol. V, page 78. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1846 (London). 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

The manuscript for its printing in The Western 

Messenger is in the Clarke papers. Harvard Ii- 

brary, along with the covering letter (Morse, vol. 
II, page 272). 

Passing Vessels, The. 

This title was used for a selection from “The 
Exile s Secret,” in the Mercantile Library Re¬ 
porter, January 1856, vol. ii, page 39. 

(Peabody, George.) To George Peabody. 
(Peabody, Massachusetts, July 16, 1860.) 
Riv. xiii (Hi), 72; Cam. 2^9. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 19, 1869. 

Salem Gazette, July 20, 1869; with an account 
of the proceedings. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880; incorrectly dated 1866. 

On Friday, July i6, 1869, Mr. Peabody enter¬ 
tained a company of distinguished guests at lunch 
with visits to the Peabody Institutes at Peabody 
and Danvers. The company included Governor 
Claflin, Mayor Shurtleff of Boston, Senator Sum¬ 
ner, the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, and others, 
numbering according to the Gazette some fifty 
persons. Holmes in a letter to Motley, July 18 
1869 (Morse, vol. .1, page 180), writes as follws: 

We had a very pleasant day of it. I said to 
myself: It is just possible, not likely, but it may 
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possibly happen, that they will call on you for 
something. So I wrote them a toast, or senti¬ 
ment. It was nothing, but it touched them off 
like a lucifer match. I wish we had had you 
there. We would have squeezed you, as we 
did Sumner, and got a speech out of you, 
which could hardly help being unpremedi¬ 
tated. I believe I was the only person there 
wary enough to foresee the possibility of a 
sudden call. . . . You shall have my “senti¬ 
ment,” taking it for granted that you under¬ 
stand the difference between fireworks on the 
evening of July Fourth and the look of the 
frames the next morning:— 

A list of the guests on this occasion is given in 
Harriet S. Tapley’s Chronicles of Danvers, 1923, 
page 169, where appears also a facsimile repro¬ 
duction of the original manuscript of Holmes’s 
lines, now in the Peabody Institute, Salem. This 
party, given by Mr. Peabody to a select group of 
friends, should not be confused with the dedica¬ 
tion of the Peabody Institute in Danvers, two days 
earlier, described in the Boston Daily Advertiser 
of July 15. 

Peace Jubilee, Boston, 1869. 

See Hymn of Peace, A. 

Peau de Chagrin of State Street, The. Riv. 
xiii (Hi), iSy; Cam. joo. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1890, vol. lxv, 
page 403; in “Over the Teacups.” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 73. 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 187. 

The poem appears in the manuscript of Over 
the Teacups in the Library of Congress. 

(Peirce.) Benjamin Peirce, Astronomer, 
Mathematician. (October 21, 1880.) Riv. 
xii (a), 8g; Cam. 143. 

The Atlantic Monthly, December 1880, vol. 
XLVi, page 823. 


Benjamin Peirce, by Holmes, 1880. (Leaflet, 
offprint from The Atlantic Monthly.) See 
page 176. 

Benjamin Peirce; a memorial collection, 1881 
(Cambridge, Moses King), page 63 (issued 
in February). 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in June 1881). “Read at the 
Class Meeting, January 6, 1881.” 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1881 (pub¬ 
lished in September, Handy Volume edi¬ 
tion), vol. II, page 150. 

Professor Peirce died October 6, 1880. The 
manuscript of Holmes’s poem is dated Oct. 21®^ 
1880; it has recently been added to the Harvard 
Holmes collection. 

Penitentia. (Letter in verse, February 27, 
i860.) 

Three eight-line stanzas beginning “Sweet cou¬ 
sin, if too hard I hit,” initialed, with title and 
date as above, evidently addressed to Grace Nor¬ 
ton (privately owned). 

Perdidi diem. (July 25,1822.) 

American Literature, January 1944, vol. xv, 
page 416; in “First and Last Surviving Poems 
of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes,” by Miriam 
R. Small. 

Amiable Autocrat, by Eleanor M. Tilton, New 
York, 1947, page 8. 

The manuscript, in the hand of the Rev. Abiel 
Holmes, annotated by him and by Dr. Holmes, 
is In the Harvard Holmes collection. 

Phi Beta Kappa. 

See Astraea. 

(Dartmouth College, 1839.) 

Harvard Phi Beta Kappa. 

(Philadelphia College of Physicians, 1892.) 
Lines by Oliver Wendell Holmes on the 
Presentation of his Portrait to the Phi a e 
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phia College of Physicians, April 30th, 
1892. Ives, ^06. 

Lines. . . . (Leaflet, dated April 28, 1892.) See 
page 235. 

Philadelphia Press. May i, 1892. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

May 5, 1892, vol. cxxvi. page 451. 

Lines. . . , (Undated leaflet.) See page 236. 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives, 
1907, page 306, 

Transactions and Studies of the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia, 4th series, April 
1943, vol. 11, page 23, with notes by W. B. 
McDaniel, 2d. 

For further data and information about the 
manuscripts, see pages 235-36. 


ceremonies then proceeded but without tlie 
music." The casualties seem to have been one 
leg and one ankle broken. 

(Philadelphia Sanitary Fair, 1864.) The 
Poet's Reply. To a request to contribute to 
“Our Daily Fare.” (June 9, 1864.) Ives, 60. 

Our Daily Fare, Philadelphia, June 9, 1864. no. 
2, page 13. 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives. 
1907, page 60. 

(Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachu¬ 
setts.) 

See School-Boy, The. 


(Philadelphia Exhibition, 1876.) 

See Welcome to the Nations. 

(Philadelphia Sanitary Fair, 1864.) Hy mn, 
written for the Great Central Fair in Phila¬ 
delphia. (June 7,1864.) Cam. 793. “Father, 
send on earth again.” 

Hymn by Oliver Wendell Holmes. (1864, 
broadside.) See page 120. 

Hymn by Oliver Wendell Holmes. (1864, on 
satin ribbon.) See page 120. 

Our Daily Fare, Philadelphia, June 8, 1864, 
no. I, page 7. 

Boston Evening Transcript, June 13, 1864. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 193. 

The Philadelphia Public Ledger of June 8, 
1864, gives an account of the inauguration of the 
fair, stating that “an accident at the beginning 
threatened to mar the ceremonies but fortunate¬ 
ly passed off without serious results considering 
the nature of the occurrence.” It seems that the 
platform for the singers, hurriedly completed at 
the last moment, collapsed, throwing all “into a 
heap ... not many seriously hurt. The inaugural 


Philosopher to His Love, The. (1832.) Riv. 
xiii (lit), 261; Cam. 52S. 

The Token and Atlantic Souvenir, Boston, 
1833, page 310; signed: O.W.H. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Pictures from Occasional Poems, 1850-56. 

This general title embraces a group of four¬ 
teen poems in Songs in Many Keys. 1862, of 
which the first seven originally appeared as por- 
uons of the Yale Phi Beta Kappa poem of 1850, 
Astrza, and the remaining seven were included 
in the long poem, “The Heart’s Own Secret,” re¬ 
cited before the Boston Mercantile Library Asso¬ 
ciation, November 14, ,855. This group of four¬ 
teen poems was retained in the Blue and Gold and 
Household editions, but in the Riverside, Stand¬ 
ard, and Cambridge editions the “Astrsa” poems 
and “The Old Player” were retained in the sec¬ 
tion still named “Songs in Many Keys,” the re¬ 
maining six being grouped at the end of the whole 
series of collected poems under the title “Readings 
over the Teacups”; they were there provided 
with a prologue and connecting passages assign¬ 
ing the authorship to the different members of 
the tea-table company. 
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Pictures of Nature. 

This title was used in The Literary World, 
New York, October 5, 1850, for an extract from 
"Astraea,” Holmes’s Phi Beta Kappa poem at 
Yale, 1850; the extract later appeared in Holmes’s 
works with the tide “Spring.” 


(Pierpont, John.) To John Pierpont. 
(April 6, 1865.) 

Washington Chronicle, April 7, 1865. 

The Bookman, New York, February 1917, vol. 
xLiv, page 636. 


Love, honour, reverence are the meed we owe 
To him who in the press of younger men, 
Toiling with head, heart, hand, with tongue 
and pen, 

Treads his firm pathway through the blinding 
snow, 

Singing in cheery tones that long ago 
Our fathers heard: Not less melodious, when 
Ten winters lie on three score years and ten, 
And still life’s unchilled fountains overflow! 
Though paler seems the faithful watch tower’s 
light 

In the rich dawn that kindles all the day, 

Still in our grateful memory lives the ray 
Of the lone flambeau, blazing through the 
night 


Now while the heavens, in new-born splen¬ 
dours bright 

Shine o’er a ransomed people’s opening way. 


The original manuscript of the above poem was 
discovered by Pierpont’s niece, Mrs. E. M. C. 
Merwin, together with other poems, also in man¬ 
uscript, which had been sent to the poet on the 
occasion of his eightieth birthday. 

A clipping from the Chronicle is in the Phillips 
Academy scrapbook, page iii. A second and dif¬ 
ferent clipping, unidentified, is in Holmes’s Civil 
War scrapbook, page 56 (Harvard library); it 
contains several bad misprints and may have ap¬ 
peared in some Boston paper on April 4 or 5. 


Pilgrim’s Vision, The. (Plymouth, Decem¬ 
ber 22,1845.) Riv. xi (i), 60; Cam. 26. 

Salem Register, December 25, 1845; with five- 
column account of the proceedings. 

Old Colony Memorial, Plymouth, December 
27, 1845; with nine-column account of the 
proceedings. See page 36, for record of an 
offprint. 

History of the Old Township of Dunstable, by 
Charles J. Fox, 1846 (copyright February 14, 
1846), page 51. 

Guide to Plymouth, by William S. Russell, 
1846 (preface dated October 1846), page 70. 
Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885. 

(Pittsfield, Massachusetts.) 

See (Berkshire Jubilee). 

Camilla. 

Dollar’s Worth, A. 

Fair lady, whosoe’er thou art. 

On Receiving an apple “stolen” from the 
old place at Pittsfield, by Miss H. P. 
(Pittsfield Cemetery.) 

Ploughman, The. 

Vision of Life, A. 

(Pittsfield Cemetery.) A Poem. Dedication 
of the Pittsfield Cemetery. (September 9, 
1850.) Riv. xi (i), 21 3; Cam. 8j. 

Memorials for the Dead. An Address by Rev, 
Henry Neill, and a Poem by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Delivered at the Pittsfield Rural 

Cemetery, 1850. See page 49. 

An Address by Rev. Henry Neill, and a Poem 
by Holmes, Delivered at the Dedication of 
the Pittsfield Cemetery, 1850. The poem was 

also issued separately; see page 49. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1852 (Lon¬ 
don). 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The Pittsfield Sun of September 12, 1850, re- 
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Wc hoped to have the pleasure of publish- 
ing the Address, with the proceedings entire, 
in the Sun of to-day, but we arc informed iliat 
the Committee have decided to first issue the 
same in pamphlet form, together with the 

beautiful Poem of Dr. Oliver W. Holmes_ 

The conclusion of the Committee we arc con¬ 
fident will be generally considered very in¬ 
judicious. 

The Sun, however, did print the poem in its 
number for October 24, after the pamphlet print¬ 
ings had appeared; the te.xt is that of the second 
of the two pamphlets. 

(Pittsfield Jubilee. 1844.) 

See (Berkshire Jubilee), 

(Pittsfield Young Ladies’ Institute, 1849.) 

See Vision of Life, A. 

Player’s Visions, The. 

This title was used for a selection from "The 
Old Player, in the Mercantile Library Reporter, 
Boston, January 1856, vol. 11, page ^8. 

Ploughman, The. Anniversary of the Berk¬ 
shire Agricultural Society. (Pittsfield, Oc¬ 
tober 4, 1849.) Riv. xi (i), igy, Cam. 79. 

Pittsfield Sun, October ii, 1849; without title, 
being read by Holmes as a postscript to his 
report of the Committee on the Ploughing 
Match. See page 479. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1852 (Lon¬ 
don). 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885, illustrated 
by J. F. Murphy and F. Crowninshield. 

The Cambridge edition prints, at page 339, the 
report on the ploughing match. 

(Plymouth, Massachusetts.) 


Poem, A. (Angel of Death!) 

See (Pittsfield Cemetery). 

Poem, A. (As the proud champion in the 
days of old.) 

See (Harvard College, Commencement. 1H29). 

Poem, A. (You 11 believe me, dear boys.) 

See Our Indian Summer. 

Poem at the Centennial Anniversary Din¬ 
ner of the Massachusetts Medical Society 
1881. 

See (Massachusetts Medical Society, 1881). 

Poem at the Dedication of the Halleck 
Monument. 

See (Halleck). 

Poem for the Dedication of the Fountain at 
Stratford-on-Avon. 

See (Straiford-on-Avon). 

Poem for the Meeting of the American 
Medical Association, 1853. 

See (American Medical Association, 1853). 

Poem for the Two Hundred and Fiftieth 

Anniversary of the Founding of Harvard 
College. 

See (Harvard College, 1886). 

Poem on Occasion of the Presentation of 
My Portrait to the Philadelphia College of 
Physicians. 

(Philadelphia College of Physicians, 1892). 

Poem read at the Dinner given to the Au¬ 
thor by the Medical Profession of the City 
of New York, 1883. ^ 

See (Medical Profession of New York). 


See Pilgrim’s Vision, The. 
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Poem Served to Order, A. (Phi Beta Kappa 
dinner, Harvard, June 26, 1873.) Riv. xii 
(it), 299; Cam, 221. 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1873, 

XXXII, page 296. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The manuscript in the Library of Congress is 
an early draft. 

Poems of the Class of *29. 

Special title given to the group of poems writ¬ 
ten for the class in the Riverside and Cambridge 
editions. 

Poems Published Between 1837 1848. 

Special title given to a group of poems in the 
Riverside and Cambridge editions. 


This title was used for an excerpt from “Poetry; 
A Metrical Essay,” in Jewels from the Quarry of 
the Mind, edited by James H. Head, 1862. 

Poet, The. 

This title was used in Godey’s Lady’s Boo\, 
March 1849, vol. xxxviii, page 184, for an ex¬ 
tract from the Phi Beta Kappa poem of 1836, 
“Poetry.” 

Poet to His Readers, The. 

See To My Readers, 

Poetry. A Metrical Essay. (Phi Beta Kappa, 
Harvard, September i, 1836.) Riv, xi {i), 
35; Cam. 75. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

This, the Phi Beta Kappa poem of 1836, stands 
at the head of the volume of Holmes’s collected 
poems of 1836, set apart from the lighter and more 
ephemeral “lyrics,” contained in the second part 
of the book, by a special half-title page, which in 
turn is followed by a leaf with the dedication to 



the author’s brother-in-law, Charles Wentworth 
Upham. Much of the preface to the whole volume 
is devoted to an exposition of the scope and ob¬ 
ject of this “metrical essay.” This portion of the 
preface has been reprinted in Appendix iii of the 
Cambridge edition of Holmes’s poems, as have 
several annotations to the poem, copied from 
pages 41 to 44 of the 1836 volume; these include 
a long passage of forty-six lines which their au¬ 
thor originally read to his audience but considered 
it wise to omit from the formal printing because, 
as he explains, they were “perhaps deficient in 
dignity.” Nevertheless he apparently thought suf¬ 
ficiently well of them to smuggle them in by 
means of an inconspicuous note. 

Dr. John Pierce, then secretary of the Harvard 
Board of Overseers, describing the events of this 
Phi Beta Kappa day, wrote of Holmes’s part that 
he “delivered a beautiful poem of one hour and 
ten minutes, committed to memory, and uttered 
with charming ease and propriety. ... He was 
often interrupted by the spontaneous and long con¬ 
tinued applause of the Society and of the audi¬ 
ence in general” {Proceedings of the Massachu¬ 
setts Historical Society, 1894-95, 2d series, vol. 
IX, page 127). In 1887 Charles Eliot Norton, in¬ 
troducing Holmes at an authors’ reading, re¬ 
called the same Phi Beta Kappa day; his flattering 
words, as reported in the Boston Daily Adverttser, 
April I, 1887, are quoted in the Proceedings of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, 1945* 

Lxvii, page 439. Thomas Wentworth Higginson, 
in his Old Cambridge (New York, 1899, page 82, 
83), comments on the “lack of dignity, sug¬ 
gested by Holmes himself, as follows; 

The effect of levity conveyed by this poem— 
which was in the main a serious not to say a 
ponderous one—was due largely to certain 
passages which he described as wanting in 
dignity” and only partly reprinted in an ap¬ 
pendix. Especially criticized was one passa^ 
in which he gallantly enumerated the pro 
able names of various young ladies in the ga 
lery, mentioning for instance, 
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A hundred Marys, and that only one 
Whose smile awaits me when my song is 
done. 

These statistics of admiration were not 
thought altogether suitable to an academic 
poem and the claim itself in regard to the 
young lady may have proved a little prema¬ 
ture inasmuch as she subsequently married 
Holmes’s friend Motley, the historian. 

Before sending his poem to the printer, Holmes 
submitted it to Edward Everett, at the time a 
member of the Harvard Board of Overseers, with 
the following letter of explanation, dated Septem¬ 
ber 10, 1836, of which the original is now in pos¬ 
session of the Massachusetts Historical Society; 

My dear Sir, 

I need not express to you the satisfaction I 
have felt in being able to obtain your approba¬ 
tion, or my sense of your kindness in signify- 
ing It to me. As you have shown an interest in 
my poem above its merits, will you indulge 
me in one or two remarks, and as many ques¬ 
tions, The general plan of the poem is to pre¬ 
sent a tableau of four epochs in the history of 
poetry, established in a somewhat arbitrary 
manner. First, of repose, or that of descrip¬ 
tive and pastoral poetry. This gave the oppor¬ 
tunity to introduce a lyric, descriptive of 
Cambridge scenery, as I thought, without much 
violence. Second, the period of action, which 
gave birth to martial poetry, under which head 
I brought in a lyric which though not a war 
song, deals in similar language and imaged to 
that kind of composition. Third the period of 
quiescence which follows war, and produced 
historical or epic poetry. I could not introduce 
an epic as an episode but I had the opportunity 
of introducing some patriotic passages with¬ 
out effort. The dramatic was necessary to fill 
up my plan, but as I had nothing particular 
to say, I saved myself a flourish upon Euri¬ 
pides and Shakespeare. The general remarks 
which precede, and those which follow the 


main body of the poem (relating to myth¬ 
ology, language, etc.) might be introduced I 
believed without violating the unity of the 
poem. Shall I call the production then “Poetry, 
a \fetrical Essay” or “An Essay on Poetry'" 
I believe his Grace the Duke of Buckingham 
wrote a poem once by the latter title, so that I 
should go down to oblivion in good company. 

When I received your letter several of the 
first p^ges had actually gone to the printer, fur 
I sold the right to print a thousand copies, to 
get rid of trouble. These however I ha\e 
copied off from memory, so that the ill- 
favored and disjointed manuscript which I 
have taken the liberty to address you contains 
the whole affair as spoken. The pencil marks 
of various kinds were simply to direct me in 
speaking it last Wednesday at Providence. 
Many passages were written without the most 
remote idea of their being printed. The comic 
stanzas, written as I said in introducing them, 

For smiling audience, not for printed page 

were brought in entirely against my own taste 
as a sacrifice which would probably be re¬ 
quired by my younger hearers to insure their 
patience. The poem unites as nicely as the 
waters close over a swamped cock-boat, when 
I sink this impertinent little extravaganza. 
With the exception of having torn out this 
part, which however I have enclosed with the 
rest, I have not designated any passages for 
omission, reserving my executive authority un¬ 
til I shall have had the judicial opinion of 
Your Excellency. 

If your occupations are such as to prevent 
you you [Sic^ from looking over the poem be¬ 
fore Tuesday, when I suppose it will be re¬ 
quired by the printers, I shall not be the less 
obliged to you for the very kind disposition 
you have shown to assist me. 

With every sentiment of gratitude and re¬ 
spect, 

Your obedient servant 
O.W .Holmes. 
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Poetry of Real Life. 

See Flies, The. 

Poet’s Lot, The. Riv. xiii (Hi), 26j; Cam. 

328. 

The New-England Magazine, September 1831, 
vol. I, page 239; with title: “Thoughts in De¬ 
jection.” Signed: O. 

Flora’s Interpreter, by Sarah J. Hale, Boston, 

1832, page 180; first and last stanzas, labeled 
“Sentiment,” unsigned. 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned, with 
title: “Thoughts in Dejection.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Poet’s Reply, The. 

See (Philadelphia Sanitary Fair, 1864). 

Poor Gentleman, The. 

This title was used for “The Fish Pieces,” in 
the New Yor\ Mirror, August 25, 1838. 

(Porcellian Club.) 

See Song of Other Days, A. 

Portrait, A. 

See (Jackson, Dr. James, 1843). 

Portrait, A. Riv. xiii (Hi). 275; Cam. jj/. 
“A still, sweet, placid, moonlike face.” 

The Token, and Atlantic Souvenir, Boston, 

1833, page 337; signed: O.W.H. To accom¬ 
pany an engraved plate by John Cheney, 
after a painting by Leslie. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Portrait of a Lady. (Lady! I may not see 
thy face.) 

Ives, page 62, attributes this poem to Holmes, 
but in Holmes’s copies of Illustrations of the 
Athenceum Gallery the author’s name is penciled 
in Holmes’s hand as E(pesj Sargent. 


Post-Prandial. (Phi Beta Kappa dinner, 
Harvard, June 30,1881.) Riv. xiii (Hi), 755; 
Cam. 284. 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1881, vol. 
XLviii, page 365. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, i88r (Handy 
Volume edition), vol. ii, page 374. 

The manuscript, as prepared for The Atlantic, 
is in the Aldrich papers. Harvard library. A sec¬ 
ond manuscript, in the hand of Mrs. Holmes,* has 
recently been added to the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection. 

(Potter, Rev. Dr. Henry C.) At a Breakfast 
Given Me by Dr. Potter, 1879. 

See In Response. 

See Noontide Lyric, A. 

Praeses (The) has a weekly row. (Janu¬ 
ary 13, 1830.) Without title. 

Life and Letters of Holmes, by John T. Morse, 
Jr., 1896, vol. I, page 66. 

A rhymed chronicle in a letter to Phinehas 
Barnes. The original letter with the poem (Wil¬ 
son collection, vol. n, page 460) is now in the 
Harvard Holmes collection. 

Prayer, A. (Lord, bid the war’s trumpet 
cease.) 

This title was used for the third stanza of the 
poem “International Ode,” in Methodist Review, 
November/December 1929, vol. cxn, page 858. 

Prelude. 

See (Naushon, 1864). 

Parson Turell’s Legacy. 

* There is a strong resemblance between the hand 
writings of Holmes’s wife and daughter, but since 
other similar copies made for Holmes are initialed by 
him as prepared by A.L.H., it is assumed that others 
like them were also written out by Mrs. Holmes. 
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Prelude to a Volume Printed in Raised Let¬ 
ters for the Blind. (June 15,1885.) Rh, xiii 
(lit), 136; Cam. 276. 

Kneass’ Philadelphia Magazine for the Blind, 
July 1885, vol. XIX, page 80; with title: “Dedi¬ 
cation.*’ 

Selections from the Poetical Works of Holmes 
(in raised letters], 1885, page i; with title: 
“Dedication.” See page 201. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

There is a manuscript in the Library of Con¬ 
gress. 

President’s Old Arm-Chair, The. 

See Parson Turell’s Legacy, 

Prince of Wales. 

See International Ode. 

Programme [for Songs of Many Seasons^. 
(October 7, 1874.) Rh. xii (ii), 200; Cam. 
i8s. 

Songs of Many Seasons, 1875, page iv; the poem 
dated: October 7, 1874, 

This is to be considered as part of the poem 
“Opening the Window.” See the note for that 
poem at page 368. 

Prologue. Riv. xii (ii), 118; Cam. /5J. “A 
prologue .f’ Well, of course.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, December 1857, vol. i, 

page 182; in “The Autocrat,” with title: 
“This Is It.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 49. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; with 
title: “Prologue.” 

The poem does not appear in the manuscript 
of The Autocrat. 

Prologue [to Songs in Many Keys^. (May 


I, 1861.) Riv. xi (i), lyo; Cam. 72. “The 
piping of our slender, peaceful reeds.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; without 
title, and dated: May ist, 1861. 

A manuscript in the Harvard library, without 
title or signature, but with the date May ist, i86r, 
bears the following note in the hand of Charles 
Eliot Norton: 

The first sonnets ever written by Dr. 
Holmes,—and intended as a proem to his 
forthcoming volume of poems. But the vol¬ 
ume, though printed, is not published on ac¬ 
count of the war. 

Happening to meet Dr. Holmes at Ticknor 
& Fields* bookstore, just after he had learned 
that his volume would be held back, he gave 
me this mss. instead of leaving it for the 
printer. 

C. E. Norton 
May 1861. 

Promise, The. (Charming Home for Sick 
and Destitute Women, Boston, March 
1859.) Riv. xi (t), 24g; Cam. 100. 

The Promise, by Holmes, 1859. (Leaflet. 

dated:) March 20th, 1859. ®5* 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Written for a fair held March 22-25, 1859, in 
aid of the Home. An interesting and detailed ac¬ 
count of Harriet Ryan, founder of the Channing 
Home, appeared over the initials V.S. in the Bos¬ 
ton Daily Advertiser, March 22 and 23, 1859. 

Prophet for his thirsting flock, The. 

See (Agassiz, ca. i860). 

Prosers, The. 

This title was used for a selection from “The 
Banker’s Secret,” in the Mercantile Library Re¬ 
porter, Boston, January 1856, vol. ii, page 39. 

Punch Bowl. 

See On Lending a Punch-Bowl. 
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(Putnam, Mrs. Corinna Haven.) 

See To Corinna. 

(Putnam, Harriet.) 

See On Receiving an apple.. . . 

Puzzle, A. (My name declares my date to 
be.) 

See (Charade). 

Q 

Question and No Answer. Is it Ethics or 
Physics.^ Ah, that is the question: 

This poem in A Masque of Poets (1878, page 
47) has apparently been attributed to Holmes. A 
note in the sale catalogue of W. H. Miner Co., 
1914, reports: “We learn from unquestionable 
authority that the lines entitled ‘Question and 
No Answer,’ universally ascribed to Dr. O.W. 
Holmes, were in fact written by Lord Houghton.” 

Questioning. 

This is section vi of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

Questions and Answers. (Phi Beta Kappa 
dinner. Harvard, August 26,1841.) Riv, xii 
(ii), 6; Cam. 7/5. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849 (stereotyped edition). 
Songs of the Class of mdcccxxix, 1854, page 10. 

Authority for assigning this song to the Phi 
Beta Kappa dinner of 1841 is the Naushon “Is¬ 
land Book (see page 355), where it is copied 
(page 122) with the heading “Sung at the Phi 
Beta, 1841, by O.W.Holmes.” The Phi Beta 
Kappa records (vol. ii, Harvard archives) for this 
meeting state that “O.W.Holmes wrote and sung 
a song for the occasion,” Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson, who was graduated in 1841, wrote in 
1908 to Mr. Seth T. Gano, of Boston, and de¬ 
scribed the incident as follows: 


Dr. Holmes was very small in person in 
those days. I remember a meeting of the one 
prominent college society at that time, Phi 
Beta Kappa, where all the great guns of liter¬ 
ature and politics were present, and the most 
important of them all was this little Dr. 
Holmes. And presently they began to call for 
him, “Holmes! Holmes!” and he stood up on 
a chair, but that still was not enough. “Stand 
on the table!” the people said. And he stood 
on the table, and he sang this song in a thin, 
piping voice, that was, however, quite sweet: 

“Where, oh! where are life’s lilies and 
roses .^” 

This account was copied by Mr. Higginson 
from his (unpublished) lecture, “People I Have 
Met,” and the incident is related as of the Phi 
Beta Kappa dinner of 1836, when Holmes de¬ 
livered the poem at the morning’s exercises. In 
view of the statements made in the “Island Book” 
and the Phi Beta Kappa records, it would seem 
that Higginson had confused the two dinners. 
Since he was graduated with the class of 1841, it is 
unlikely that he was present at the dinner of 1836. 

“Qui Vive,” (October 4, 1836.) Riv. xiii 
(Hi), 277; Cam. jj/. 

The American Monthly Magazine, November 
1836, new series vol, ii, page 468; signed: 
O.W.H. Boston, October 4. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

R 

R. B. H., To. 

See (Hayes). 

Readings Over the Teacups. Riv. xni (Hi), 
200; Cam. ^06. 

This group of poems comprises an introduc¬ 
tion (“To My Old Readers”) and six poems. The 
six poems had first appeared before the public in 
a long unpublished poem read before lyceum au¬ 
diences, with the title “The Heart s Own Secret 
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(sec page 63). They arc here strung together by 
connecting passages assigning the authorship to 
different members of the tea-table company. Their 
first appearance in this form was in the Riverside 
edition. In earlier editions of the collected poems, 
they had (without the introduction and connect¬ 
ing passages) been placed in the group “Pictures 
from Occasional Poems” (see page 373). 

The bound volume of manuscripts in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection has early drafts of the in¬ 
troduction and links. In the same volume also is 
the printer’s copy for two links and the first part 
of the introduction “To My Old Readers”; the 
remaining copy is in the Library of Congress. 
There is also in Harvard an incomplete typescript 
of “To My Old Readers,” with Holmes’s manu¬ 
script corrections. 

(Recipe for sentimental songs for the 
piano.) 

See (In a Lecture on Byron and Moore). 

Recollections. 

This title was used for “The Hudson,” as set 
to music by Thomas Spencer Lloyd; see page 508. 

Reflections in a Ball Room. 

New-England Galaxy, Boston, August 6, 1830, 
vol. XIII, no. 669; signed: H. “For the New- 
England Galaxy.” 

See Appendix i for a discussion of the poems 
signed H. 

Reflections of a Proud Pedestrian. Rit/, xi 
(i), 14; Cam. 8. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, May 1830, no. 4, 

page 199; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 


This is section ii of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 


Remember—P'orget. (Class meeting, Jan¬ 
uary 10, 1856.) Riv, xii (ii), 10: Cam. 116. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 1859. 

edition; with title: “Song.” 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 210. 

There is a manuscript in the memorabilia of 
the class of 29 (Harvard archives). The manu¬ 
script in the Harvard Holmes collection is in the 
handwriting of Mrs. Holmes; that in the class- 
book, page 102, in the hand of Samuel May; a 
fourth manuscript version written in on the blank 
leaves of a copy of the 1854 edition of the class 
songs is in the hand of George W, Richardson of 

the class (Berg collection, New York Public Li¬ 
brary). 

Response. 

See (American Medical Association, 1853). 
(Holmes, O.W., Jr., 1883). 

Reverend Homer Wilbur sends. 

See (Lowell, 1855). 

Rhymed Lesson, A. (Urania.) (Mercantile 
Library Association, Boston, October 14, 
1846.) Riv. XI (i), loy; Cam. 4^. 

Urania, by Holmes, 1846. See page 38. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849; with title: “Urania: 

A Rhymed Lesson.” 

The Boston Evening Transcript of October 15, 
1846, in its report of the evening’s entertainment 
remarks: “It is in bad taste for an orator (i.e., J. R. 
Ingersollj to allude too soon to the great treat 
which is to succeed his own entertainment, and 
then to keep them more than an hour from the 
viands for which they are longing. But the Poet 
was heard notwithstanding; and though, owing 
to the lateness of the hour, we saw him skip page 
after page of his ms, he had enough left to de¬ 
light and amuse his audience.” Robert C. Win- 
throp, acknowledging the gift of a copy, wrote 
on November 4, 1846 (Harvard Holmes collec- 
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tion); “The inordinate length of my friend Inger- 
soll compelled me to quit the Hall, before your 
part of the performances commenced, in order to 
receive the gentlemen whom 1 had invited to my 
house.” Longfellow, in his journal (Life of Long¬ 
fellow, by Samuel Longfellow, 1893, vol. ii, page 
61), wrote after hearing Holmes read the poem 
at the Cambridge Lyceum, a week later: “Holmes 
surpassed himself, particularly in the serious 
parts of the poem. His description of Sunday 
morning in the city particularly delighted me.” 
On November 12, 1846, T. W. Parsons wrote a 
long letter to Holmes (Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion) in which he praised the poem and made 
specific criticism. 

The Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 488) has a 
fragment of the original manuscript; it differs 
from printed versions. 

Rhymed Riddle, A. (February 14, 1876.) 
Ives, ^og. “Tm going to blanl^r 

Fair Words; published in aid of the St. Luke’s 
Home for Convalescents, Boston, 1876, page 
12. 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by G. B. Ives, 1907, 
page 309; with a rhymed answer to the riddle 
from the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

Rhymes of a Life-Time. (August 2, 1881.) 
Riv. xiii (Hi), 118; Cam. 268. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1881 (Handy 
Volume edition), vol. i, page i; without title, 
dated; August 2, 1881. 

A manuscript has recendy been added to the 
Harvard Holmes collection; another is in the col¬ 
lection of Mr. P. D. Howe. 

Rhymes of an Hour. 

Special tide first given to a group of poems in 
Songs of Many Seasons, 1875. 

(Riddle.) 

See (Charade). My name declares my date to 
be. 


(Charade). Parted! Alas it brings my first 
to mind. 

Rhymed Riddle, A. 

Rights. 

This is section ix of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

Rip Van Winkle, M.D. An After-Dinner 
Prescription Taken by the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, at Their Meeting Held 
May 25,1870. Riv. xi (i), i^g; Cam. 63. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, June 
9, 1870, vol. Lxxxii (new series vol. v), page 

444 - 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

A letter from the Berkshire District (Massa¬ 
chusetts) Medical Society, urging the printing 
of the poem, and Holmes’s reply are in The Bos¬ 
ton Medical and Surgical Journal, June 9, 1870, 
vol. LXXXII (new series vol. v), page 444, and Au¬ 
gust II, 1870, vol. Lxxxiii (new series vol. vi), 
page 87. TTie same journal for June 22, 1871, vol. 
Lxxxiv (new series vol. vii), page 420, prints a 
poem in response to that of Holmes, written by 
Dr. T. N. Stone, of Wellfleel, “Stray Leaves from 
the Life and Meditations of the Late Rip Van 
Winkle, Jr., M.D., a Doctor of the Old School, 
which was read at the dinner of the Massachu¬ 
setts Medical Society, June 7,1871. 

Robinson of Leyden. Riv. xii (ti), ^ 49 ^ 
Cam. 163. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1859, vol. iv, page 
128; in “The Professor.” 

The Illustrated Pilgrim Almanac, i860 (pub¬ 
lished 1859), page 20. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860 (published December 22, 
1859), page 220. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The manuscript is in the Huntington Library 
in the manuscript of The Professor. 
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Roman Aqueduct, A. RIv. xiii (Hi), 253; 
Cam. ^26. 

The Token and Atlantic Souvenir, Boston, 
page 337; vvith title: “The Claudian 
Aqueduct/’ 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Romance. “O! she was a maid of a laugh- 
ing eye.” 

The Collegian, Cambridge, March 1830, no. 2, 
page 60; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

Rose and the Fern, The. (February 7, 
1890.) Ria. xiii (Hi), 188; Cam. 30/. 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1890, vol. lxv, 
page 560; in “Over the Teacups.” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1890, page 118. 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 188, 

There are two manuscripts in the Library of 
Congress: one is dated February 7th 1890; an¬ 
other is inserted in the manuscript of Over the 
Teacups. 

Rudolph the Headsman. 

This title is used by Emerson in his Parnassus 
for the last portion of Holmes’s “Prologue,” Cam. 

^ 53 - 

Rue de Seine. La Grisette. 

This title is used by Longfellow in his Poems 
of Places for “I,a Grisette.” 


never saw fit to collect them, these arc the first 
of his verses to attract public attention. 

(Russell, James Dutton.) J. D. R. 1862. 
(Class meeting, January 23, 1862.) Rit/. xii 
(ii), 23; Cam. 120. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi¬ 
tion, 1868; with title: “In Memory of J.D.R.” 
I’he Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 215. 

There are two manuscripts at Harvard: one in 
Holmes’s scrapbook, page 38 (Holmes collection); 
the other pasted in the record book of the class of 
'29, page 473 (archives), which also has a copy 
taken down by the secretary when the poem was 
read and a verbatim report of Holmes’s intro¬ 
ductory remarks. A third manuscript is in the 
Phillips Academy, Andover, scrapbook, page 104: 
lines 9 and 10 are corrected to give the present 
text. 

(Russia.) 

See (Alexis, Grand Duke). 

America to Russia. 

Song of Welcome. 

Rustic and the Millionaire, The. (Part of 
the Dartmouth Phi Beta Kappa poem, July 
24, 1839.) 

Sargent’s New Monthly Magazine, January 
1843, vol. I, page 17. 

At Dartmouth, by Holmes, 1940, page 31. See 
page 263. 


Runaway Ballads. No. 1 . II. Ives, 66. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, February 1830, no. 
I, page ii; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives, 
1907, page 66. 

This pair of poems was frequendy reprinted 
in contemporary newspapers. Although Holmes 


S. F. Smith, To the Reverend. 

See (Smith, Samuel Francis). 

Sabbath in Boston, A. 

This dtle was used for a selection from “A 
Rhymed Lesson,” in The Rosary of Illustrations 
from the Bible, by Edward Everett Hale, 1848. 
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St. Anthony the Reformer. His Tempta¬ 
tion. Rip. xii (a), 757; Cam. 166. 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1859, vol. iv, 
page 243; in “The Professor.” 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 255. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The manuscript is in the Huntington Library 
in the manuscript of The Professor. 

(St. Margaret’s.) For the Window in St. 
Margaret’s. 

See (Farrar, Cyril Lytton). 

San Francisco, Message from. 

See (Bohemian Club, San Francisco). 

(Sappho: Fragment 2.) Version of a frag¬ 
ment of Sappho. (Translation.) 

The following lines are copied from a manu¬ 
script (in the shaky handwriting of Holmeses old 
age) in the Harvard Holmes collection: 

Godlike the mortal seems to me. 

Nay, greater than divinity 
Who sits by thee and all the while 
Can hear thy pleasant laugh and see thy smile! 
From me such vision steals my soul away 
My tongue is palsied,—I have naught to say 

A subtile flame 

Runs through each fibre of my joined frame 
My ears are ringing and my sight grows dim 
Cold drops of sweat bedew each trembling 
limb 

My face grows white and every laboring 
breath 

Seems like the gasping harbinger of death 

(Sargent, Howard.) 

See (Meriam, Horatio). 

Sat Prata Biberunt. 

According to the manuscript record book of the 
class of 1829 (page 178) the above title was, at 


first, assigned to the poem “Even-Song” and it 
was addressed “Ad sodales.” 

(Saturday Club.) At the Saturday Club. 
Rip. xiii (Hi), iig; Cam. 269. 

The Adantic Monthly, January 1884, vol. uii, 
page 68. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

In a footnote to his article on Emerson in Mac¬ 
millan s Magazine (May 1884, vol. l, page 12), 
Matthew i^rnold quotes from this poem the lines 
in which Holmes describes Emerson as “a winged 
Franklin, sweetly wise.” Arnold introduces the 
quoted passage with the following observation: 

I found with pleasure that this conjunction 
of Emerson’s name with Franklin’s had al¬ 
ready occurred to an accomplished writer and 
delightful man, a friend of Emerson, left al¬ 
most the sole survivor, alas! of the famous 
literary generation of Boston—Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Dr. Holmes has kindly al¬ 
lowed me to print here the ingenious and in¬ 
teresting lines, hitherto unpublished, in which 
he speaks of Emerson.... 

The poem, of course, had appeared in print be¬ 
fore Arnold’s article came out. 

Apparendy the analogy between Franklin and 
Emerson had occurred to E. P. Whipple first. In 
a letter to Whipple, December 31, 1883 (Wilson 
collection, vol. 11, page 627), Holmes writes: 

A thousand thanks for your most interest¬ 
ing and valuable article on Emerson. To think 
that I should have thought I was the first to 
couple Emerson and Franklin! My poem in 
the Adantic in which the conjunction occurs 
was all printed and corrected before Matthew 
Arnold delivered his lecture in which he mar¬ 
ried the two names, and now it seems that we 
were both jump-up-behinders. Well, I was 
honest, and no doubt he was. I can only claim 
that I put a pair of wings on the old Gende- 
man, who was rather heavy for a cherub. 
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Holmes’s letter is obviously in answer to Whip¬ 
ple’s comment on the poem, which Whipple 
would just have read in The Atlantic. 

Arnold’s note taken with Holmes’s letter leads 
to the inference that when Holmes and Arnold 
met in November 1883, in Boston (where Ar¬ 
nold was lecturing). Holmes showed him the 
proof of his poem. 

Scene from an Unpublished Play. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, March, April, July 
1830, pages 61, 138, 265; unsigned, but 
starred in the table of contents, see page 13. 

Sceptres and thrones the morning realms 
have tried. 

See (Washington, 1889). 

School-Boy, The. (Phillips Academy, And¬ 
over, June 6,1878.) Rit/. xiii (Hi), pj; Cam. 

^ 57 ^ 

(Private printing, in large type, without title, 
1878.) See page 168. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 7, 1878. 

The School-Boy, by Holmes. With illustra¬ 
tions, 1879 (published November 1878).* 
The Iron Gate, and other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

The occasion of the poem was the centennial of 
the founding of the school; for further notes, see 
page 168. 

In the Holmes Memorial Library, Phillips 
Academy, Andover, there is a copy of the large- 
type printing of the poem in which are penciled 
the names of persons to whom Holmes refers in 
the poem, as follows: line 137, Adams; 145, 
Clement; 182, Barnes; 202, Farrar; 205, Woods; 
207, Stuart; 211, Porter; 215, Murdoch; 257, Pear¬ 
son; 319, Ray Palmer; 325, Hackett; 329, Robin¬ 
son. (See the Cabinet edition, 1899, of Holmes’s 

* The printing of the poem in Longfellow’s Poems 
of Places postdates the book printing of the poem, the 
Longfellow volume being published in December. 


poems where the lines of this poem arc num¬ 
bered.) 


Scintilla, A. (Inauguration of Jared Sparks, 
as president of Harvard College, June 20, 
1849.) Ives, 68. 


A Scintilla (1849, leaflet, unsigned). See page 
46. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 21, 1849; the au¬ 
thor named. 


Boston Evening Transcript, June 21, 1849; the 
author named. 

Addresses at the Inauguration of Jared Sparks, 
1849, page II; the author not named. 


According to the official account of the occa¬ 
sion (listed above): “The . . . sportive lines were 
found distributed among the flowers in the hall.’’ 
A fair copy of the poem is in the Harvard library. 


(Scott, Sir Walter, 1853.) 

See Stirrup Cup, A. 


Sea Dialogue, A. (National Sailors’ Fair, 
Boston, November lo, 1864.) Riv. xii (it), 
292; Cam. 218. 

The Boatswain’s Whistle, Boston, November 

12, 1864, no. 4, page 27; dated; November 
loth, 1864. 

Humorous Poems, by Holmes, 1865. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 295. 

There is a manuscript in the Library of Con¬ 
gress. 


Seamless Coat, The. 

This title was used for a selection from “The 
Mother’s Secret,*’ in the Mercantile Ubrary Re¬ 
porter, Boston, January 1856, vol. ii, page 39. 

Secret of the Stars, The. (November 14, 
1855.) Rit/, xiii (Hi), 2 jo; Cam. ^ig. 

(The Heart’s Own Secret.) Private Copy. 

(1855, without title.) See page 63. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 
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See what the artist’s hand could do. 

See (Manuscript). 

Semi-Centennial Celebration of the New 
England Society, New York, 1855. 

See (New England Society, New York, 1855). 

Senex—Juvenis. 

See Archbishop and Gil Bias, The. 

Sentiment. 

This label is used for all the selections from 
Holmes in Flora s Interpreter, by Sarah J. Hale, 
1832. See under the individual tides as follows: 
“Alas! that in our earliest blush,” “The Dilem¬ 
ma,” “The Poet’s Lot,” and “Words to Woman.” 

Sentiment, A. (May 31, 1843.) Rw. xi (i), 
I$8; Cam. 62. 'O 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849; as the third of “Ex¬ 
tracts from a Medical Poem.” 

For evidence of the date, see “Extracts from a 
Medical Poem.” 

Sentiment, A. (Phi Beta Kappa dinner, 
Harvard, August 27,1846.) Ria. xi (i), 106; 
Cam. 42. “The pledge of Friendship!” 

Boston Evening Transcript, October 24, 1848; 
printing it from the forthcoming volume of 
poems. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

Editor’s Note 

The manuscript of this poem, differing from 
the printed text (Wakeman 462; Wilson, vol. ii, 
page 494), is now in the collection of Dr. Warren 
G. Atwood. The doodles the author drew have 
been described as a wineglass and a stethoscope, 
an identification that has led to the inference that 
the lines were intended for a medical occasion. 
The drawing taken for a stethoscope is plainly a 
downturned wineglass, and the object beside it is 
as plainly a water tumbler, images that fit the 


poem. See the illustration opposite. Moreover, 
Holmes does not include the verses among his 
medical poems, and there is no allusion in the 
poem to support the notion that it was written for 
a medical occasion. 

The text shows that the poem was written for 
some annual occasion at which it had been cus¬ 
tomary to serve wine. The audience addressed is 
ostensibly reduced to drinking water. The Phi 
Beta Kappa dinners at Harvard had the reputa¬ 
tion of being bacchanalian affairs, a reputation 
that led the president of the college to request the 
Society not to serve wine at the dinner on August 
27, 1846. The Society yielded to the official re¬ 
quest but agreed to permit individuals to order 
what they wished on their own account. Among 
the guests on that evening was Dr. John Pierce, 
whose fidelity in recording in his diary notes of 
Harvard functions had made him known as “The 
Recording Angel.” Although devoted to his Alma 
Mater, he had frequently avoided these dinners as 
too drunken for his taste. Noting the president’s 
injunction and the Society’s decision, he attended 
this dinner in a skeptical frame of mind. His 
diary notes that his forebodings were justified; 
wine was not served by the Society, but it was 
drunk in the usual quantities.* Holmes’s manu¬ 
script, incidentally, has a third doodle—a tipped- 
over wineglass. 

Neither Pierce’s diary nor the Society’s records 
mention a poem by Holmes, but on November 
21, 1846, T. W. Parsons wrote to ask him for a 
copy of the “little bonne touche,” he had re¬ 
cited at the Phi Beta Kappa dinner (letter in the 
Harvard Holmes collection). 

Obviously written for an occasion when no 
wine was to be served, the poem claims that a 

• Pierce’s notes on this dinner appear in Proceedings 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 1894-95, 2d 
series, vol. ix, page 141. The upshot of the com¬ 
promise on serving wine was that a committee was 
appointed to review the matter; Holmes was a rriem- 
her. The committee’s report, signed by Holmes, is in 
the Harvard archives. It proposes that no wine at 
all be served thereafter; this proposal was acccptc 
at the meeting in August 1847. 
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Holmes’s Original Draft and Drawings for “A Sentiment,” 1846. 

Dr. Warren G. At'wood. 




BOSTON DAILY ADVERTISER. 


THURSnu V MOHNIN(S. SKPTEMDER IG, 13-10^ 

Mawk Ei-ECTioh.—T he information received Iwt 
fvesing from MAinefcems to place il beyond doubt that 
Judge Smith, il»e Jackaon candidate ia chosen Gorcrnor, 
nttd Ibni tlwre will be » Jackson mMjoriiyin both kraucb- 
«e of the fefitUiure. The rortlaod Courier lays that the 
returns have Imen received from most of.iije towii* in 
ComberUnd and Voik ronfiti»‘<, and il»f 1 there »* • ga*** 
ainee last year on llie Smith ticket iu the hntt named roua- 
\y of aia or seven bundre.1 and in the latter of five 

w sfi Irandrsd. In Until ihure i^ a Jack<oii gain of 117 — 
'tSm Sneo Democrat states ilie voles In Vork County for 
lltNiliM S0b4, Smith iSiZi ^ Inst yeor Hunton 9515, Smilli 
3576. Sntional Urpuhliroii Senatorial ticket 3788 to 
383i, Jaekiofi 3188 to 3501. For metuhers of Congress, 
Mclutire 4367, Srammnii 3501. 

Vanneiit J5/ecru)A.>-Oov. Crafts has much the highest 
•omberofTotesof the three enadidales, Imt is prol»ahly 
not chosen. Mr. Palmer the HDti'omsonic candidate, 
stands neat higliest, and Mr. Meecb tlte Jackson candi¬ 
date, the lowest Mr. Mallory, io Oie 2d distrtcl. is re¬ 
elected, and also Mr. Cahoofi, in the Hfih. In the lit, 3d 
and 4th districts, ia each of which there were three cau- 
dalates, itis yeltinceriain whether tb*fre is any choice. 


rOB TUB BOtTOB DAIUT ADTlEtlfXB. 

‘OLDiaON-SIDES.” 

Ay! pull her tattered ensign down, 

Long has it waved on high, 

And many a heart has danced to scio 
1*hai I aimer iu ihe sky j 
Ueiii'aili it rung the Imiileshnul 
And hurst the camiuu’s roar^ 

The met) or ul ihe ocean air 
Shall sw'eep the clouds oo more. 

Her deck once red will) heroes'blood, 

Wtivre kiirlt the ranquisiii'd loo 

When winds were hurrying uVr the ilu(»d 
And wavrs were while behiw, 

No mure shall feel ilie coiiquaior's Irvad, 

Or know the virlur's knee } 

Tim harpies of the {>lioro shall pluck 
'I'he eagle ol the sea I 

Cm heller iknl hrr «hntlered hulk 
8hmihl sink hen*‘tith the wave ; 

Her ihuiid) rs sluKfU the mighty deep 
Audihrre .ihuuld be her grave I 
Nad to the matt her holy flag, 

Set eeery ihreadhare sail. 

And give her to the God of slorms— 

Tue lightning aud the gale'. 


II. 


At a meeting of literary gentlemen,convened O’’j**® 
ing of the annual Commencement of lUiddlebury Colleg , 
» considerlhe merits of Dr. Noah Webster's “ 


“Old Ironsides.” First Printing, 1830. 
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toast in water is still “divine,” whatever its 
source: 

Ay, in the stream that, ere again we meet, 

Shall burst the pavement, glistening at our 
feet.. . 

Even cold Cochituate every heart shall warm, 
And genial Nature shall defy reform! 

On August 20, 1846, a week before the Phi Beta 
Kappa dinner, the ground was officially broken 
at Long Pond for the aqueduct that was to bring 
the city of Boston its new water supply. On that 
occasion (for which James Russell Lowell was 
the poet), Long Pond took back its old Indian 
name—Cochituate. Holmes’s lines express the ex¬ 
pectation of the public that the new water would 
come into the city before a year was out. There 
were, however, the delays inevitably attendant 
upon a public project; the Cochituate water did 
not come into the city until October 25, 1848. 
On the twenty-fourth, the Boston Evening Tran¬ 
script selected from Holmes’s forthcoming book 
this poem as fitting for the long-expected occa¬ 
sion.* 

Sentiment, A. (1855.) triple health.” 

See (American Medical Association, 1855). 

Sentiment for the toast “The United 
States” April 30th 1889. 

This is the heading Holmes gives his manu¬ 
script of “Sceptres and thrones.” See (Washing¬ 
ton, 1889). 

September Gale, The. Riv, xi (i), 2g; Cam. 

New-England Galaxy, Boston, July 2, 1830, 
vol. XIII, no. 664; unsigned, with tide: “The 
Athenseum Gallery. Landscape. [The Sep- 

• An account of Boston’s water supply is in History 
of the Introduction of Pure Water into the City of 
Boston, by N. J. Bradlee, 1868; see pages 65, 79, and 
III. The official Act for Supplying the City of Boston 
with Pure Water was passed March 30, 1846, 


icmbcr Gale.) For the Ncw-Lngland 
Galaxy.” 

Illustrations of the Athcnium Gallery of 
Paintings, Boston, 1830; unsigned, with title: 
“Landscape. [TTic September Gale.]" 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836; with title: "The Sep¬ 
tember Gale.” 

Shadows, The. (Class meeting, January 8, 
1880.) Rir, xii (ii), 8y; Ca?n. 1^2. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881). 

There are two manuscripts in the Library of 
Congress, one being an early draft. 

(Shakespeare, 1864.) Shakespeare. Tercen¬ 
tennial Celebration. (Saturday Club, Bos¬ 
ton, April 23,1864.) Rit/, xii (ii), 27^; Cam. 
211. “Who claims our Shakespeare.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, June 1864, vol. xiii, 
page 762; unsigned. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

An account of the Saturday Club’s celebration 
of their anniversary is in E. W. Emerson’s Early 
Years of the Saturday Club, pages 337-43. Consult 
also correspondence of Emerson, Holmes, and 
Lowell in the Huntington and Harvard College 
libraries and Journals of Emerson, edited by E. 
W. Emerson and W. E. Forbes, vol. x, pages 25, 
26. Emerson, in his Journal, says: “It was a quiet 
and happy evening filled with many good speech¬ 
es .. . and a fine poem by Holmes, read so ad¬ 
mirably well that I could not tell whether in it¬ 
self It were one of his best or not. The company 
broke up at 11:30.” 

The Boston Public Library has a handsomely 
written fair copy (by Holmes) of the poem with 
what is evidently the text as read on the occasion. 
With it are two slips on which Holmes has writ¬ 
ten out the revisions made for The Atlantic 
printing. 
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(Shakespeare, 1887.) Poem for the Dedica¬ 
tion of the Fountain at Stratford-on-Avon. 
(August 29, 1887.) “Welcome, thrice wel- 
come.” 

See (Stratford-on-Avon). 

(Shaw, Lemuel.) Here’s to our chief. (July 
19,1860.) Without title. 

Addresses at the Inauguration of Cornelius 
Felton, LL.D., as President of Harvard Col¬ 
lege, and at the Festival of the Alumni, i860, 
page 138. 

Holmes thus introduced Chief Justice Shaw at 
the alumni dinner: 

Here’s to our chief, a head without a flaw; 

If chaos touched it, it would turn to law. 

She moves in splendor. Without title. Riv. 
vi, 228. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1867, vol. xx, page 
7; in “The Guardian Angel.” 

The Guardian Angel, by Holmes, 1867, page 
223 - 

Fragment of a poem assumed to have been 
written by Gifted Hopkins, one of the characters 
in The Guardian Angel. 

She to whose faithful breast. 

See (Harvard Club of New York City, 1866). 

(Shelley.) After a Lecture on Shelley. 
(Lowell Institute, Boston, April 12, 1853.) 
Riv. xi (i), 227; Cam. 92. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

For the lecture, see Appendix 5. 

Sherman’s in Savannah. A Half-Rhymed 
Impromptu. (Class meeting, January 5, 
1865.) Riv. xii (a), 55; Cam. 124. 

Boston Evening Transcript, January 9, 1865; 
first three stanzas. 


Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi¬ 
tion, 1868. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; 
dated 1865. 

The manuscript for its printing in the class 
songbook is in a letter to Samuel May, dated 
March 8, 1868 (memorabilia of the class of ’29, 
Harvard archives). 

Ship of State, The. A Sentiment. (Wood- 
stock, Connecticut, July 4, 1877.) 

(Hi), ^7; Cam. 239. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 5, 1877. 

The Independent, July 12, 1877, vol. xxix, page 

5 - 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 315. 

The manuscript from which Holmes read is in 
the Clarence Bowen papers, vol. vi, page 13, 
American Antiquarian Society. 

Silent Melody, The. (Phi Beta Kappa din¬ 
ner, Harvard, June 27,1878.) Riv. xui(iii), 
loy, Cam. 263. 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1878, vol. 
XLii, page 335. 

Tbe Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

Illustrated Poems of Holmes, 1885. 

A manuscript of the poem, recently added to 
the Harvard Holmes collection, has the date June 
27, 1878. TFat the poem was written for the Phi 
Beta Kappa dinner is confirmed by a letter, Sep¬ 
tember 22, 1878, to Lowell, then in Spain; Holmes 
wrote; “It did me good to get those pleasant words 
about my Atlantic verses, which I read, by the 
way, at the 0 B K dinner, of which society they 
chose me President” (Morse, vol. n, page 119)* 
Lowell’s letter to which this is an answer evi¬ 
dently referred to the September number of the 
magazine, which of course appeared in August. 

A letter to Fields (Huntington Library) also 
refers to this poem. Dated “Wednesday evening 
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June 26th 4 >BK tomorrow^' the note concludes: 
“I do not expect to get much nearer England than 
Beverly Farms this season —now for the next 
verse —” (italics arc Holmes’s). 

In an author’s reading from his own writings. 
Holmes introduced this poem with the following: 

In reading “The Silent Melody” you must 
help me with your imaginations. You must 
picture to yourselves an old man,—a very old 
man—who has written many a love-song, 
many a war-song in his day and sung them 
and played their melodies on his harp before 
fair women and brave men—in the time of 
peace and in the years of war. 

And now you see him pleasing himself 
with the harmless delusion that he can still 
bring the old music out of the old instrument, 
though he and it are alike broken. 

The quotation comes from a manuscript series 
of such prose explanations in the bound volume 
of miscellaneous manuscripts (page 923) in the 
Harvard Holmes collection. A similar, but slight¬ 
ly different, preface is in the same volume (page 
915). See pages 427-28. 

Silent Poets, The. 

The original title of “To the Poets Who Only 
Read and Listen.” It appears crossed out on the 
manuscript draft of the poem in the Harvard 
Holmes collection. 

Silent Watchers, The. 

This title was used for “Album Verses,” in 
The Eagle, St. John’s College, Oxford, 1904. See 
page 258. 

(Silsbee, Mrs.) I thank thee for the silken 
prize. 

See (Manuscript). 

(Simmons, George W.) The prophet for 
his thirsting flock. 

See (Agassiz, c<7. i860). 


Six Verses. “I loved her.** 

Tie Ncw-England Magazine, July 1833, vol. v, 
page 44; signed: O.W.H. 

Smiling Listener, The. (Class meeting, 
January 5,1871.) Riv. xii(ii), 55; Cam, /j/. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875; in¬ 
correctly listed, page 200, as of 1872. 
Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881); with title: “Lines. 
Written for the Class Meeting, January 5, 
1871.” 

There is a manuscript, dated Jan. 5th 1871, in 
the Library of Congress. 

(Smith, Samuel Francis.) To the Reverend 
S. F. Smith, D.D., Author of “My Country 
Tis of Thee,” on his eightieth birthday. 
(October 21,1888.) Ives, 

Poems of Home and Country, by Rev. Samuel 
Francis Smith, 1895, page ix. 

The Harvard Holmes collection has two manu¬ 
scripts: one an early draft with an additional 
stanza, the other a fair copy. For sheet music, see 
-Appendix 2. 

Some in rags. 

See (Letters in verse). 

Song. (1829.) 

See (Hasty Pudding Club, 1829). 

Song. (1839.) 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1839). 

Song. (1842.) 

See Song for a Temperance Dinner. 

Song. (1856.) “And what shall be the song 
tonight.?” 

See Remember—Forget. 
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Song at the Hunt 22 Sept*" 1857. 

See (Naushon, 1857). “As o’er the goblet’s 
crystal brim.” 

Song for a Temperance Dinner to Which 
Ladies Were Invited. (Mercantile Library 
Association, New York, November 9, 
1842.) Riv. xi (i), 10$; Cam, 42. 

New York Evening Post, November 10, 1842; 
with title: “Song.” 

The Bridal Wreath, edited by Percy Bryant, 
Boston, 1845; with title: “A Health,” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1846 (London); with title: 

“Song, written for the Anniversary Dinner 
of the New York Mercantile Library Asso¬ 
ciation.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849; with title: “Song for 
a Temperance Dinner to Which Ladies Were 
Invited.” 

Holmes was not present; a letter from him was 
read, his song being sung “with fine effect” by 
someone else. 

Song for the Centennial Celebration of 
Harvard College. 1836. 

See (Harvard College, 1836). 

Song for the Hunt of 1839. 

See (Naushon, 1839). The Island Hunting- 
Song. 

(Song) For the Hunt of 1839. 

See (Naushon, 1839). Ye hunters of New 
England. 

Song for the Widow, A. (Massachusetts 
Medical Benevolent Society, July 30,1857.) 

Boston Evening Transcript, July 31, 1857. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Au¬ 
gust 6, 1857 (vol. Lvii, page 24), reports a dinner 
following the first annual meeting of the Massa- 
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chusetts Medical Benevolent Society, at the Re¬ 
vere House, on July 30, 1857. Dr. Lyman, pre¬ 
siding, called on Holmes with the following 
toast: 

Poet laureate —The lyric inspirations 
of his genius have cheered many a youthful 
aspirant;—we thank him for the benignant 
beams with which he illuminates the declining 
day of the unfortunate colleague,” 

The account then goes on to say: “Dr. Holmes 
responded by producing copies of verses com¬ 
posed for the occasion. These were distributed, 
and the song was then sung, with delightful ef¬ 
fect, by a glee club constituted on the spot, under 
the leadership of Dr. Read; the members join¬ 
ing in the chorus.” The inference is that Holmes 
had prepared a leaflet printing of these verses; no 

trace of it has been found. 

The text, from The Transcript, is as follows: 

A SONG FOR THE WIDOW 

We drink to-night to eyes once bright, 

While Hope still told her story, 

That lost their gleam in the noontide beam, 
Like the blue of the morning-glory! 

Chorus 

Then drink to-night to eyes once bright. 

While Heaven is bending o’er us 
To catch the song our lips prolong, 

And angels join our chorus. 

Let the sparkles pass o’er the brimming glass, 
With summer’s life-blood glowing, 

As the fire-flies shine through the tangled vine 
Where the purple grapes are growing. 

Though faint the spark that gilds our dark 

With love instead of learning, 

’Tis the red that shows ere the rose-bud blows, 
How its inmost heart is burning! 

The Other Verse. 

If wine can bring, from Mercy s spring. 

One drop for Sorrow’s daughter, 

Why then ’tis clear, we need not fear— 

Our wine has changed to water. 
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Chorus 

Then while we drink, the saints shall wink 
TTiat stand as sentries o’er us, 

And the angels’ eyes shall close likewise, 

Till they wake to join our chorus. 

Song of a Clerk. 

This title was used for “Lines by a Clerk,” as 
set to music by A. J. Goodrich; see page 511. 

Song of Other Days, A. (Probably written 
in 1829 or 1830.) Riv. xi (i), 10^; Cam. 4/. 
“As o’er the glacier’s frozen sheet.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

Holmes refers to this poem, quoting a stanza, 
in a letter to Lowell, November 29, 1846 (Morse, 
vol. I, page 297). He writes: “This was written 
for the Porcellian Club, many years ago.” And he 
indicates that it was written long before his “Song 
for a Temperance Dinner” (1842). 

Two years before his letter to Lowell, Holmes’s 
poem had been entered in the manuscript records 
of the Porcellian Club (vol. 11) between the re¬ 
ports of the Club meetings of June 12 and June 
26, 1844, written in what seems to be the hand of 
Henry A. Whitney, who was elected secretary 
June 26. 

The entry is prefaced with this note: “The fol¬ 
lowing song was written by Honorary Brother 
Oliver Wendall [sic\ Holmes, while an imme¬ 
diate member of the Club, but has never been 
procured until now.” (The error in the name has 
been corrected in pencil. The poem has the title: 
“Song—Air ‘Auld Lang Syne.’ ”) 

The term “immediate member” ordinarily sig¬ 
nifies an undergraduate and would here imply 
that Holmes wrote the lines before August 1829. 
But, as an undergraduate, Holmes was not a 
member of Porcellian, He belonged instead to the 
Knights of the Square Table, a club that merged 
with Porcellian in March 1831. From the time of 
the merger on, members, whether honorary or 
immediate, of the Knights of the Square Table 
were regarded as members of Porcellian. Pos¬ 


sibly Holmes wrote the verses for the Knighis of 
the Square Table, claiming them and having 
them claimed for the Porcellian Club after the 
merger of 1831. 

If a poet’s recollections can be taken literally, an 
allusion in The Professor adds to the evidence for 
an early date of composition. “A Song of Other 
Days” is certainly the “song about wine, in which 
I spoke so warmly of it, that I was afraid some 
would think it was written inter pocula; whereas 
it was composed in the bosom of my family, un¬ 
der the most tranquillizing domestic influences” 
( Riv. It, ^2). Holmes departed from the bosom of 
his father’s family in the early fall of 1830 and 
did not acquire one of his own until June 1840. 
By June 1840, the song was familiar to Harvard 
audiences, for Holmes had sung it himself at the 
Phi Beta Kappa dinner of August 31, 1837 
(Naushon “Island Book,” see page 355, and Phi 
Beta Kappa records, vol. 11, page 59, Harvard 
archives). 

On January 28, 1840, Holmes sent a copy to 
George Lunt, describing the poem as follows: 

There you have it such as it is. ... I have 
sung it over bright wine and many a merry 
voice has joined in the chorus, but I am get¬ 
ting tabby-cattish and think less of such vani¬ 
ties than I did once.... A bad song is so much 
improved by good wine and good company 
that this may serve a tolerable purpose some 
time or other, and so with many kind wishes 
for your enjoyment of those and other bless¬ 
ings I commit my Anacreontic to your tender 
mercies. 

(The original letter and accompanying manu¬ 
script are in the Berg collection, New York Public 
Library.) 

The text that Holmes sent Lunt differs from the 
printed version. The alterations in the published 
version rather noticeably dilute the contents of 
the last stanza: wine and mirth of the manuscript 
becomes joy and mirth in the 1849 printing; and 
Nature, who pours her goblet in manuscript, rains 
her life-blood in print. (The 1846 letter to Lowell, 
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referring to the song, shows the doctor’s sensitivity 
to charges of being insufficiently protemperance 
and accounts for his slowness in publishing it, 
though he had “a fondness for it.”) 

These two alterations, with others, appear in 
the Porcellian copy; the first readings are crossed 
out and the second written in. Since the corrected 
text is not made to square exactly with the print¬ 
ed version of 1849 and so cannot be copied from 
that, it may perhaps be assumed that the emenda¬ 
tions were made at Dr. Holmes’s request, al¬ 
though they do not appear to be in his hand. 
There is evidence that the scribe was copying the 
poem from a manuscript he could not always 
read; possibly the record was submitted at some 
time to Holmes for approval and correction. 

The Naushon “Island Book,” antedating the 
Porcellian Club record and the letter to Lunt, has 
the earliest text. That Holmes’s successive revi¬ 
sions toned down his original exuberance is plain. 
In the “Island Book,” lines 5-8 of stanza 5 read: 

And each wild Bacchanal of old, 

Her TTiyrsus lifts on high 
Whilst Hebe, with her cup of gold 
Stands blushing sweedy by. 

A note in the margin gives the altered lines and 
adds the comment: “I think with deference to 
the [thisj is no improvement.” Tlie com¬ 
mentator is right. Banishing Hebe, removing the 
symbolic thyrsus, giving the nymphs a “choral 
hymn” to sing, Holmes took the life out of his 
lines, which now read, tamely: 

And tossing round its beaded brim 
Their locks of floating gold, 

With bacchant dance and choral hymn 
Return the nymphs of old. 

Holmes had, indeed, become “tabby-cattish.” 

Song of the Henpecked. 

The Amateur, Boston, October i, 1830, vol. i, 
page 116; signed: H. “For the Amateur.” 

Listed by Ives; for a discussion of the poems 
signed “H,” see Appendix i. 


The New England Weehjy Review, Hartford, 
November i, 1830, reprints the poem and adds 
“The Reply,” by one of the paper’s contributors. 

Song of the Sheet, The. (November ii, 
1875.) 

Life and Letters of Holmes, by John T. Morse, 
Jr., 1896, vol. I, page 332. 

In response to a request that he undertake some 
task. Holmes writes that he will have to write 
“The Song of the Sheet” and proceeds to give a 
four-line specimen. 

Song of “Twenty-Nine,” A. (Class meet¬ 
ing, January 2,1851.) Rit/. xii (ii), y, Cam. 
114. “The summer dawn is breaking.” 

A Song of ’29, 1851. (Leaflet.) See page 52. 
Songs of the Class of 1829, Boston, 1854. 
Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (Household 
edition), page 208. 

The following entry, under the date of Janu¬ 
ary 2, 1851, is from the manuscript record book 
(page 67) of the class of 1829 (Harvard ar¬ 
chives): 

The Secretary then made known that our 
brother O.W.Holmes had generously com¬ 
plied with the request of the Class, unani¬ 
mously voted at the last Annual Meeting, and 
had written a Song for the Class. He had 
added to this favour, that of having a suffi¬ 
cient number of copies of the Song printed 
for the use of the Class. Dr. Holmes, the Sec¬ 
retary added, especially requested that the 
Class would consider the song as written jor 
their meetings, and dedicated to them, ex¬ 
clusively. It was his wish that no farther pub¬ 
licity should be given to it. By the request of 
many present, C. Robbins read the Song. It 
was then sung by Angier, who by the same 
vote of the class (just referred to) had been 
requested to prepare himself for this duty. It 
is set to the good old tune. The Bay of Bis¬ 
cay, O! 
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Song of Welcome. (Visit of the Russian 
fleet, Boston, June 8, 1864.) Ives, 7/. “Sea¬ 
birds of Muskovy.” 

Musical Festival in Honor of Admiral Lessoff- 
sky, at the Boston Music-Hall, June 8, 1864. 
(Program.) Sec page 122. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 9, 1864; with no 
mention of Holmes as the author. 

Repetition of the Musical Festival held in 
honor of the Officers of the Russian Fleet, 
June II, 1864. (Program.) See page 123. 

Complimentary Banquet given by the City of 
Boston to Rear-Admiral Lessoffsky, June 7, 
1864, page 57; with no mention of Holmes 
as the author. 

Annual Report of the School Committee of 
the City of Boston, 1864, page 202; naming 
Holmes as author, with a detailed account. 

This was sung to the music of the Russian Na¬ 
tional Hymn by a chorus of twelve hundred pu¬ 
pils from the public schools, under the leader¬ 
ship of Carl Zerrahn. An autograph copy of the 
words is in the Harvard Holmes collection, signed 
by Holmes: “To be printed {anonymous.) 
O.W.H. fecit.” 

Song, written for the Anniversary Dinner 
of the New York Mercantile Library As¬ 
sociation, Nov. 1842; to which ladies were 
invited. 

See Song for a Temperance Dinner. 

Song written for the Dinner given to 
Charles Dickens, 1842. 

See (Dickens). 

Songs. (1838.) 

See (Boston Medical Association, 1838). 

(Songs for medical students.) 

See Come you Professors. 

(Manuscript). Cut out the clavicle. 

(Manuscript). I told him I wouldn’t. 


Songs of Welcome and Farewell. 

Special title first given to a group of poems in 
Songs of Afany Seasons. 

Sonnet. (Yes, home is sweet!) 

See Alma Mater. 

(Southey.) 

See (After a Lecture on Southey and Landor). 

Souvenir, A. Cam. 332. “Yes, lady!” 

The American Monthly Magazine, November 
1836, new series vol. ii, page 498; signed: 
O, W. Holmes. Boston, Oct. i. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Omitted from the collected poems of Holmes 
after the Blue and Gold edition of 1862, except 
the Handy Volume edition of i88i and the Cam¬ 
bridge edition. The last word of the sixth line 
of the first stanza should be “dance,” the Cam¬ 
bridge edition being incorrect. 

Spanish Girl in Reverie, A. 

See Illustration of a Picture. 

Spectre Pig, The. Riv. xiii (Hi), 244; Cam. 

523. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, May 1830, no, 4, 
page 180; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

M. A. DeWolfe Howe, in his Holmes of the 
Brea\fast-Table (page 23) refers to this as “an 
impudent travesty of a passage relating to a pre¬ 
posterous ‘spectre horse’ in the elder Richard H. 
Dana’s poem ‘The Buccaneer.”’ Consult also 

Holmes’s note at page 321 of the Cambridge edi¬ 
tion. 


Spring. (Part of “Astrasa,” Yale Phi Beta 
Kappa poem, August 14,1850.) Riv. xi (i). 
igj; Cam. 80. “Winter is past.” 

New-York Tribune, August 16, 1850; 9 lines. 
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The Literary World, New York, October 5, 
1850, vol. VII, page 273; advance printing, 
with tide: “Pictures of Nature.” 

Astraea, by Holmes, 1850, page 9; without 
special title. Sec page 47. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; as a 
separate poem. 

Spring Has Come. Intra Muros. Riv. xit 
(ii)t iiy, Cam, 752. “The sunbeams, lost for 
half a year.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, June 1858, vol. ii, page 
no; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 228. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The version of the poem as it appears in the 
manuscript of The Autocrat of the Breakjast- 
Table, Morgan Library, has several readings not 
in any printed version, and stanza 13 is entirely 
different. 

Spring Scene. 

This title is used for “Spring” (“Astraea”), in 
The Rhyme and Reason of Country Life, New 
York, 1855, page 87. 

Stability of Science, The. (May 31, 1843.) 
Riv. xi (i), 752; Cam. 61. 

The Position and Prospects of the Medical Stu¬ 
dent, by Holmes, 1844, page 27; quoted, with¬ 
out title, with the comment: “written for a 
recent anniversary.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849; as the second of “Ex¬ 
tracts from a Medical Poem.” 

See “Extracts from a Medical Poem” for evi¬ 
dence of the date. These lines were reprinted in 
The American Homoeopathic Review (June and 
July 1866, vol. VI, page 456), with the title “Com¬ 
pliments to Homocopathists.” An answer, entitled 
“Acknowledgement,” accompanies Holmes’s 
lines. It is signed “C.D.” and is attributed in the 


index to Carroll Dunham, one of the editors, who 
had read it before the New York Medical Club, 
June 25, 1866. The two poems were printed also 
as a broadside, Dunham’s verses there having the 
title “A Return Compliment to Allopathists.” 

Stanzas. (1830.) Riv, xiii (Hi), 259; Cam, 
327. “Strange! that one lightly whispered 
tone.” 

The Collegian, Cambridge, July 1830, no. 6, 
page 268; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned. 
Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

For sheet music, see Appendix 2. 

Star and the Lily, The. 

See Star and the Water-Lily, The. 

Star and the Water-Lily, The. Riv. xiii 
(Hi), 24g; Cam. 325. 

The Amateur, Boston, October i, 1830, vol. i, 
page 105; with title: “The Star and the Lily, 
signed: H. “For the Amateur.” 

The Laurel, Boston, 1836 (copyright January 
12, 1836), page 139. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836 (copyright Novem¬ 
ber 23, 1836); with title: “The Star and the 

Water-Lily.” 

Star-Spangled Banner, The. (Extra stan¬ 
zas.) Ives, 7j. 

Boston Evening Transcript, April 29, 1861. 
One stanza. 

Dwight’s Journal of Music, Boston, May 4 > 
1861, vol. XIX, page 37. One stanza. 

Songs for the Fourth of July Celebration, i86i, 
Boston, page 9. Two stanzas. 

For the texts of the two stanzas and an ac¬ 
count of the first public rendition of the extra 
stanza, and of the early printings, including 

sheet-music issues, see Appendix 3. 
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There is a manuscript of the first extra stanza 
in Holmes’s scrapbook (Harvard library), page 
103. 

Stars and Flowers. 

Title used in Boston Evening Transcript re¬ 
printing from The Atlantic Monthly the poem 
later given the tide “Album Verses.” 

Stars their early vigils keep, The. 

See (Dickens). Song Written for the Dinner 
Given to Charles Dickens, 1842. 

State Prison Melodies. 

See Gallows Bird’s Last Song, The. 

Treadmill Song, The. 

State Street. 

See Peau de Chagrin of State Street, The. 

Statesman’s Secret, The. (November 14, 
1855,) Riv. xiii (Hi), 222; Cam, j/5. 

(The Heart’s Own Secret.) Private Copy 
(1855); without title. See page 63. 

Mercantile Library Reporter, Boston, January 
1856, vol. II, page 39; short extract with in¬ 
dication that it is “From ‘The Disappointed 
Statesman.’ ” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; with 
title: “The Disappointed Statesman.” 

Holmes’s friends immediately recognized the 
“Disappointed Statesman” as Daniel Webster. 
W. W. Swain wrote to Holmes on December 3, 
1855, praising the long poem, “The Heart’s Own 
Secret,” and commenting on “the ‘Statesman,’ 
wherein the tableaux of old blackface is done in a 
masterly manner.” John Lothrop Modey wrote 
on May 3, 1857: “The Webster photograph is 
bold, shadowy and imposing—but would prob¬ 
ably elicit more hearty applause from a public 
audience, than from some of us who have per¬ 
haps pondered too much the unheroic & the un- 


poetical elements which constituted so much of 
that golden headed and clay-footed image—” 
Both letters arc in the Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion. 

The tide of this poem was omitted from the 
table of contents and consequently from the in¬ 
dexes (as "TLc Disappointed Statesman”) of the 
successive impressions of the Household edition 
until 1890, although printed at page 120 of ail the 
impressions. 

Steamboat, The. Riv, xi (i), 65; Cam, 28. 

The Knickerbocker, March 1839, vol. xiii, page 
216. 

The Boston Book, 1841, page 25. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1846 (London). 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

Steamship, The. 

This title is used by Longfellow in his Poems 
of Places for "The Steamboat.” 

Stethoscope Song, The. A Professional 
Ballad. Riv. xi (i), 1^8; Cam. 60. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

On May ii, 1845, Holmes sent a copy of the 
poem, written out from memory, to Dr. Gilman 
Davis, of Portland, Maine, with the observa¬ 
tion: “You must remember that this was a pro¬ 
duction of my gayer time of life and might be 
considered a litde over vivacious by careful peo¬ 
ple” (Washburn Album, page 51, Massachusetts 
Historical Society). The poem, then, is obviously 
early. 

Since the unhappy hero of the ballad is one 
lately come from Paris, full of French medical 
terms, the poem was probably written soon after 
Holmes’s return from Europe, sometime, that is, 
in the late 1830’s. The earliest record of a medi¬ 
cal song by Holmes appears in an account of a 
dinner given by the Boston Medical Association 
on November 8, 1838. Besides responding to two 
toasts. Holmes provided not one but two songs 
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for this gathering. This may have been one of 
them, although the account of the dinner implies 
that Holmes’s contributions were actually sung 
and this poem does not seem designed for that 
purpose {The Boston Medical and Surgical Jour¬ 
nal, December 12, 1836, vol.xix, page 300; quoted 
at page 283), 

Other recorded but unidentified poems for a 
medical audience are verses for the anniversarv 
meetings of the Boston Society for Medical Im¬ 
provement. He produced for the dinner of Feb¬ 
ruary 9, 1839, an unsolicited “original song" 
(manuscript records of the Society, vol. iii, page 
192, Boston Medical Library). Or this may be 
the poem he offered on February 8, 1838. See also 
An Unpublished Poem, Part I, pages 248 ff. 

Still see the “Dr.” on my sign. 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1849). 

Stirrup Cup, A. (March 29, 1853. After a 
lecture on Scott.) 

Holmes closed his Lowell Institute lecture on 
Scott and Macaulay (March 29, 1853, see Ap¬ 
pendix 5) with some verses entitled “A Stirrup 
Cup.” The lines were obviously humorous octo¬ 
syllabic triplets, which, according to the Boston 
Traveller (March 30), were “full of fire and fancy. 
. , . We also caught a verse, in which if we are 
not mistaken, some mythological personage was 
described as holding the reins of a hurricane as it, 
or he, drove through the sky.” The result of this 
phenomenon was evidently that: 

Roderick Dhu was done at last. 

—the above being the one line reporters in New 
York and Boston were able to salvage. The Boston 
Commonwealth (April i), reporting the second 
delivery of the lecture, says the porter of the hall 
was introduced. Two lines quoted in Literary 
Leaders of America, by Richard Burton (1903, 
page 210), are probably the ones referred to; 

’Tis time that the portcullis fall; 

The warder waits to close the hall. 


(Stowe.) Two Poems to Harriet Beecher 
Stowe on Her Seventieth Birthday, June 14, 
1882. 

See At the Summit. 

World’s Homage, The. 

(Stratford-on-Avon.) Poem for the Dedi¬ 
cation of the Fountain at Stratford-on- 
Avon, Presented by George W. Childs, of 
Philadelphia, October 17, 1887. Riv. xiii 
(in), 777; Cam. 2gi. 

Poem for the Dedication (etc., dated:) August 
29, 1887. For three private printings in leaflet 
form, see page 214. 

London Times, October 18, 1887. 

New York Times, October 18, 1887. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

Recollections, by George W. Childs, 1890, page 
220. 

7 'he Story of the Memorial Fountain to Shake¬ 
speare, edited by L. Clarke Davis, 1890, page 
41. 

At the celebration, October 17, the poem was 
read by Henry Irving. Mr. Childs’s Recollections 
contains the 78-page account, compiled by L. C. 
Davis, of the dedication ceremonies and the com¬ 
ments (printed in extenso) of the public press, 
English and American. This matter, with addi 
tions, was reprinted as The Story of the Memorial 
Fountain. James Russell Lowell received his copy 
of the Recollections from Mr. Childs, with the 
flyleaf date April ii, and of the Story from the 
same source, with the date August 20, both in the 

Harvard library. 

The manuscript found in the Childs papers is 
dated August 29, but that in the Harvard Holmes 
collection (in the bound volume of misceUane- 
ous manuscripts, page 947) was originally dated 
August 19 and then altered to 29* manuscrip 
has been used as printer's copy, possibly for the 
leaflets. The poem was written before August 17, 
for on that day Holmes wrote Childs to describe 
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it {Recollections, by Childs, 1890, page 206). 
Childs received a manuscript on the nineteenth. 

On the twenty-third, he wrote to Holmes to ask 
for the original manuscript (to be sent to Eng¬ 
land) and a copy for himself (letter in Harvard 
Holmes collection). 

One variant reading in the three leaflet print¬ 
ings deserves a note. In the fifth line of the second 
stanza, all three read Blandusia which in Before 
the Curfew reads Bandusia. For this change we 
have to thank the Latinist William Everett, head¬ 
master of Quincy Academy, who took it upon 
himself to correct Holmes’s reading of Horace 
(Od. Hi. 13). On October 26, Everett addressed an 
invocation to Holmes, entitled “Olivario Wen¬ 
dell Holmes Fontium poetae Respondet Triton 
inconditus.” His verse rebuke (in the Harvard 
Holmes collection) concludes: 

Yet who shall say, did Horace rear his head 
From that thrice-hallowed bed. 

If, from the corner of that sparkling eye. 

For ever tender, and for ever sly, 

He would not glance, and deprecating, cry:— 

“O read, my compeer, read a better text! 

Let not my grave be vexed 
With thy Blandusia’s antiquated tread! 

Bandusia write; that elder form is dead.” 

Strong Heroic Line, The. 

This title was used for an extract (about the 
heroic couplet) from “Poem Read at the Dinner 
Given by the Medical Profession of New York,” 
in An American Anthology, edited by E. C. Sted- 
man, 1900. 

Study, The. (Part of “Astraea,” Yale Phi 
Beta Kappa poem, August 14, 1850.) Riv. 
xi (i), igg; Cam. 82. 

Astraea, by Holmes, 1850, page 14; without 
special title. See page 47. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; as a 
separate poem. 

(Suffolk County Bar Association, January 
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8, 1879.) May it please your Honors’ Wor¬ 
ships. Without title. 

A manuscript of the lines read at a dinner of the 
Suffolk County Bar Association is in the Library 
of Congress; it is signed: O.W.H., and dated: 
)an. 8^ 1879. The poem does not seem ever to 
have been printed. 

(Sukey Lenox.) 

See (Manuscript). Yet wert thou false. 



See Song of “Twenty-Nine,” A. 

(Sumner.) Hymn at the Funeral Services 
of Charles Sumner. (Boston, April 29, 
1874.) Rtv. xii (it), 28y, Cam. 2/5. 

City of Boston. Memorial Services in Honor of 
Charles Sumner, 29th April, 1874. (Pro¬ 
gram.) See page 151. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, April 30, 1874. 

A Memorial of Charles Sumner from the City 
of Boston, 1874, 76; without title. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

At the funeral services the hymn was sung by 
the Apollo Club. 

There are two manuscripts of the hymn in the 
Harvard Holmes collection; the Wilson collection 
(vol. II, page 574) has a third. 

Sun and Shadow. 

See (Naushon, 1857). 

Sun of Our Life. 

This title was used for “A Sun-Day Hymn,” as 
set to music by Mary Carr Moore; see page 515. 

Sun-Day Hymn, A. Rip. xii (ii), 744; Cam. 

i6y 

The Atlantic Monthly, December 1859, vol. iv, 
page 766; in “The Professor.” 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 402. 
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Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

For sheet music, see Appendix 2. The manu¬ 
script (in the manuscript of The Professor, Hunt¬ 
ington Library) has six stanzas, of which the 
first three are the same as the printed version and 
the last three different. The manuscript title is 
“Hymn of the Dawn.” 

Sunset Scene, The. 

Ives (page 74) attributes this poem to Holmes, 
but in Holmes’s initialed copies of Illustrations 
of the Athenceum Gallery it is assigned to John O. 
Sargent. 

Swain, W.W. 

See (Naushon, 1850, 1851, 1857). 

Sweet Little Man, The. Dedicated to the 
Stay-at-Home Rangers. Riv. xii (ii), 255; 
Cam, igy, 

Boston Evening Transcript, September 14, 
1861; unsigned. “For the Transcript.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Sweet Mary. 

This title was used for the poem “From a 
Bachelor’s Private Journal,” set to music by 
Charles Hoby. 

Sympathies. 

This is section in of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

T 

Tail-Piece, The. Ives, 75. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, July 1830, no. 6, 
page 289; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives, 
1907, page 75. 

The poem derives its title from being the final 
contribution in the final issue of The Collegian. 


Tall Young Oysterman, The. 

This tide was used for “The Ballad of the 
Oysterman,” as sung by Miss Rosina Shaw, music 
by Mr. Shaw, and as set to music by J. L. Hat¬ 
ton; see page 504. 

Tartarus. (July 15, 1890.) Riv, xiii (Hi), 
ig6; Cam, ^04, 

The Adantic Monthly, September 1890, vol. 

Lxvi, page 399; in “Over the Teacups.” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 259. 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edidon), vol. in, page 196. 

The manuscript, dated July 15, 1890, is in the 
Library of Congress, 

Teachers of America. 

See To the Teachers of America. 

Tell me, Dear Governor. 

See (Naushon, 1850). Letter to the Governor, 

(Tennyson.) 

See (After a Lecture on Tennyson and Brown¬ 
ing). 

Terpsichore. 

See After-Dinner Poem, An. 

(Terry, Ellen.) Ellen Terry. (January 17, 

1894.) 

American Literature, January 1944, vol. xv, 
page 419; in “First and Last Surviving Poems 
of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes,” by Miriam 
R. Small. 

Amiable Autocrat, by Eleanor M. Tilton, New 
York, 1947, page 383. 

These lines are on the flyleaf of a volume of 
Holmes’s poems, presented by the author to Miss 
Terry and now in the collection of Miss Miriam 
R. Small. Holmes’s copy of the lines is in the 
Harvard Holmes collection. 
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There is a weeping by England’s hundred 
streams. 

Cincinnati Gazette, September 7, 1855. 

On September 6, 1855, Holmes gave the sec¬ 
ond of three scheduled lectures (he actually gave 
four) for the Young Men’s Mercantile Library 
Association of Cincinnati. The Gazette gives as 
the tide of the second lecture “Physical Life in 
New England,” but its account makes plain that 
the lecture was “The Americanized European” 
{q.v.. Appendix 5). He closed his lecture in Cin¬ 
cinnati with a poem, not described in earlier re¬ 
ports of this lecture and not in the original manu¬ 
script of it (Harvard Holmes collection). The 
Gazette reports: 

He contrasted the achievements of Ameri¬ 
cans in Mexico with those of England in the 
Crimea; and recited some verses written some 
time since,—concluding as follows: 

There is a weeping by England’s hundred 
streams, 

By Severn, and Thames, and Trent; 

And o er the graves of her trampled braves. 
The queen of the sea is bent. 

One lesson shall serve the haughty isle, 

Girt round with stately towers; 

Thank God that the blow which lays her 
low, 

Comes not from a hand of ours. 

There is no time like the old time. 

Also There’s no time,” etc. These tides were 
used for “No Time Like the Old Time,” as set to 
music; see pages 512 ff. 

They had their choice. 

^ee (Manuscript). 

(Thirteenth Amendment, 1865.) Hymn. 

See under the misleading title “Hymn after 
the Emancipation Proclamation.” 


This evening hour, which grateful mem¬ 
ory spares. 

See Unpublished Poem, An. 

This Is It. 

This tide was used in The Autocrat for “Pro¬ 
logue” (A prologue.? Well, of course). 

This is the page, whose letters shall be seen. 

Six lines, beginning as above, from “The 
Ploughman,” are used on the cover of The Old 
Farmers Almanac}^, 1863. Holmes’s (undated) 
letter suggesting that these lines be used is in the 
Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 544). 

This shrine a precious gift enfolds. 

See (Jackson, Dr. James, 1857). 

This wreath of flowers that bids thee wait. 

See (Manuscript). 

Thou Art Near. 

This tide was used for “Hymn of Trust,” as 
set to music by A. Plumpton, and, again, by Al¬ 
bert J. Holden; see page 509. 

Thou wear st a padlock on thy heart. 

See (Manuscript). 

Though Long the Weary Way. 

This title was used for “Hymn of Trust,” as 
set to music by L. Marshall; see page 509. 

Thoughts in Dejection. 

See Poet’s Lot, The. 

“Thus Saith the Lord, I Offer Thee Three 

Things.” (Boston, August 28, 1862.) Riv 
xii (n), 222; Cam. 792. 

Boston Evening Transcript, August 29. 1862. 
Thus Saith the Lord ... by Dr. O. W. Holmes 
(Undated leaflet.) See page rij. 
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Songs of the War, Albany, Munsell, 1863, page 

31* 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Transcript prints the following account of 
the meeting at which Holmes read this poem. (It 
is needless to add that “ward six’* embraced 
Holmes’s residence on Charles Street.) 

Ward Six. A large and spirited meeting was 
held in the new ward room last evening. 

The speakers were George S. Hillard, Rev. 
Mr, Chapin, Eben Dale, P. W. Chandler, Esq., 
William Hayden and Dr. O. W. Ho! mes. The 
latter read a poem—on war matters and re¬ 
cruiting—which was received with great ap¬ 
plause. 

The Ward is deficient in the number en¬ 
listed, but it is hoped that the quota will be 
made up before Monday. 

Time the Despoiler and Liberator. 

This title is used for “The Angel-Thief,” on 
a manuscript copy of the poem preserved in the 
Berg collection. New York Public Library. 

Tis time that the portcullis fall. 

See Stirrup Cup, A. 

To a Blank Sheet of Paper. Riv. xiii (Hi), 
264; Cam. ^28. 

The Amateur, Boston, July 17, 1830, vol. 1, 

page 39; unsigned, ten stanzas. “For the 
Amateur.” 

The Laurel, Boston, 1836 (copyright January 
12, 1836), page 23; ten stanzas. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836 (copyright November 
^836); eleven stanzas. 

To a Bright Boy. 

The following lines, of which a manuscript 
draft is in the Harvard Holmes collection, are en¬ 
dorsed: “Written for Norton Johnson, Auburn- 
dale, Mass, who publishes a little paper, which he 


sets up himself. (No copy of Master Johnson’s 
paper has been found.) 

I trust my counsel you will heed— 

You’re almost too quick witted; 

Your brain is like a fiery steed 
That needs to be well bitted 
Don’t treat it like a wooden toy 
A child may safely play with; 

You’d better hold it tight, my boy, 

Or you’ll be run away with! 

To a Caged Lion. Riv. xiii (Hi), 248; Cam. 
324. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, April 1830, no. 3, 
page 103; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

To a Certain Portrait. 

See To the Portrait of “A Gentleman.” 

To a Katydid. 

This title was used for the poem “To an In¬ 
sect,” as set to music by Carl Busch; see page 516. 

To a Lady with Her Back to Me. Ives, 79. 

The New-England Magazine, November 1831, 
vol. I, page 429; as part of the prose essay: 
“The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table.” 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives, 
1907, page 79. 

To an English Friend. Riv. xi (t), 2ig: 
Cam. go. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1852 (Lon¬ 
don), page xv; as proem. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862, dated 

1852. 

To an Insect. Riv. xi (i), 9; Cam. 7. 

The New-England Magazine, September 1831, 
vol. I, page 235; signed: O. W. H. 
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The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned. 
Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

For sheet music, see page 516. 


To Canaan. A Puritan War-Song. (August 
12, 1862.) Riv. xii (ii), 220; Cam. igi. 

Boston Evening Transcript, August 12, 1862; 
unsigned. 

To Canaan. For three voices, composed by 
Henry K. Oliver (1862). See page 516. 

To Canaan, Music by Ernest Leslie, 1862. See 
page 516. 


Songs of the War, Albany, Munsell, 1863, pa 

81. 



Lecture, 1863. (Poetry of the War, by Holmes.) 

See page 127. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

The Salem Register for August 18, 1862, re¬ 
ported a meeting to promote enlistment, on Au¬ 
gust 14, at which this was sung by a male choir 
to music composed by General Henry Kemble 
Oliver, of Salem. The Essex Institute, Salem, has 
a manuscript copy of the score. 


To Charles Mackay on his Departure for 
Europe. 

This title was used for the poem “A Good 

Time Going, in Illustrated London News, June 
12, 1858. 


To Christian Gottfried Ehrenberg. 

See (Ehrenberg). 

To Corinna. 

The original manuscript of the following lines 
IS in the Library of Congress. Mr. Herbert Put¬ 
nam, former Librarian of Congress, writes that 
they were addressed to his mother’s elder sister, 

Corinna Haven, who married a master mariner, 
John Bishop. 

TO CORINNA 

Star of my childhood, long withdrawn 
And veiled to me in midnight shade, 


Still glowing on the mists of morn 
Thine early light can never fade. 

Thy glance perchance has lightly past 
And wondered at my altered brow, 

But thou as when I saw thee last 
So are thy breathing features now. 

The same dark hair—the same wild eye— 
The voice like dying music’s flow— 

All seems as in the days gone by 

Though woman s heart beats warm below 
Our paths have parted far and wide, 

They met but for a single hour. 

But winds that roam the troubled tide 
Still bear the fragrance of the flower 
Thus to my memory thou hast been— 

Thus to my future thou shalt be; 

Though chance may dash her waves between 
They cannot part my dreams from thee 
And be thy pathway dark or bright 
Fair girl, it yet may give thee joy 
To know that thou hast touched with light 
The visions of a nameless boy. 

To Fame. Ives, 80, 

The New-England Magazine, November 1831, 

vol. I, page 430; as part of “The Autocrat of 
the Breakfast Table." 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives, 
1907, page 80. 

A quatrain, followed by a couplet, in response, 
with the title "The Echo." 

To Frederick Henry Hedge. 

See (Hedge). 

To George Peabody. 

See (Peabody). 

To Governor Swain. 

See (Naushon, 1851). 

To H. W. Longfellow. Before his departure 
to Europe, 1868. 

See (Longfellow, 1868). 
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To. J. M. F. on his Eightieth Birthday. 

See (Forbes, John Murray). 

To J. R. L. Jul. 14,1877. 

See (Lowell, 1877). 

To J. R. L. Homeward Bound. 

See (Lowell, 1885). 

To James Freeman Clarke. 

See (Clark, 1880). 

To James Russell Lowell. 

See (Lowell, 1885). 

To John Greenleaf Whittier on His Eight¬ 
ieth Birthday. 

See (Whittier, 1887). 

To John Pierpont. 

See (Pierpont, John). 

To Mark Twain. 

See (Clemens). 

To My Companions. Cam. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, April 1830, no. 3, 
page 122; unsigned, but starred in the table 
of contents, see page 15. 

The Laurel, Boston, 1836 (copyright January 
12, 1836), page 95. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836 (copyright Novem¬ 
ber 23, 1836). 

Omitted from the collected poems of Holmes 

after the Blue and Gold edition of 1862, except 

the Handy Volume edition, 1881, and the Cam¬ 
bridge edition. 

To My Neighbour Who Sings, and Plays 
on the Piano-forte. 

The Amateur, Boston, April 23, 1831, vol. i, 
page 291; signed: O.W.H. “For the Ama¬ 
teur.” See page 501. 


To My Old Readers. Riv. xiii (Hi), 200; 
Cam. J06. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. in, page 200. 

This is the introduction to “Readings Over the 
Teacups,” 

To My Readers. (April 8,1862.) Rit'. xi (i), 
ix; Cam. i. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1862, vol. x, page 
118; unsigned, with title: “The Poet to His 
Readers.” 

The Poems of Holmes, 1862 (Blue and Gold 
edition), page iii; as introduction, dated: 
April 8, 1862. 

There is a manuscript, dated April 8, 1862, in 
the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 545), differ¬ 
ing slightly from the printed text. 

To R. B. H. 

See (Hayes). 

To Rutherford Birchard Hayes. 

See (Hayes). 

To S. L. 

See (Manuscript). Yet wert thou false. 

To the Eleven Ladies Who Presented Me 
with a Silver Loving Cup on the Twenty- 
Ninth of August, M Dccc Lxxxix. Rw. xiii 
(iii), 186; Cam. joo. 

To the Eleven Ladies (1889, leaflet). See page 

224. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1890, vol. lxv, 
page 121; in “Over the Teacups.” 

Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 43. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iii, page 186. 

Two manuscripts in the Library of Congress 
are dated Oct. 2^ 1889. 
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To the Harvard Association of New York 
City. 

See (Harvard Club of New York City, 1866). 

To the Lady Opposite. 

The Amateur, Boston, March 12, 1831, vol. i, 
page 244; signed: H. “For the Amateur.” 

Listed by Ives. For a discussion of poems signed 
“H,” see Appendix i. 

To the Poets Who Only Read and Listen. 
(Phi Beta Kappa dinner, Harvard, June 25, 
1885.) xiii (iti), 180; Cam, igz. 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1885, vol. lvi, 
page 265; with title: “II. At the Dinner of the 
^ B K Society. To the Poets Who Only Lis¬ 
ten.” (The second of two poems with the 
general title: “Two Anniversary After-Din¬ 
ner Poems.”) 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

The manuscript of this poem (Harvard Holmes 
collection) has the first four stanzas on the recto, 
dated at the foot “O.W.H. June 25, 1885,” fol¬ 
lowed by the word “over.” On the verso, in dif¬ 
ferent ink, appears the fifth stanza, signed 
O.W.H. Added at the Botanic Garden.” The 
date on the recto has been crossed out. The lines 
on the verso were originally written in pencil. 

The manuscript was originally entitled “The 
Silent Poets,” altered in pencil to “The Poets who 
only listen.” It is prefaced by some pencil notes, 
now erased; what is legible still has an allusion 
to The Voiceless.” There is also an ink quota¬ 
tion, reading; “How will a man endure all pain¬ 
ful abstinence in order to the obtaining of a cor¬ 
ruptible crown, a fading garland of bays!” desig¬ 
nated as from “Barrow via Worcester’s Diction¬ 
ary. The notes and the quotation were evidently 
used by Holmes in his prefatory remarks. 

To the Portrait of “A Gentleman.” In the 
Athenaeum Gallery. Riv. xiii (Hi), 266; 
Cam. J29. 


New-England Galaxy, Boston, May 21, 1830 
vol. XIII, no. 658; unsigned, with title: “Tc 
a Certain Portrait. For the Ncw-England 
Galaxy.” 

Illustrations of the Athenxum Gallery of Paint¬ 
ings, 1830; unsigned, with title: ‘‘To a Cer¬ 
tain Portrait.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

In the Galaxy this formed one of three poems 
grouped under the general title “The Athcnxum 
Gallery, No. II. The other two poems were by 
J. O, Sargent. 

To the Portrait of “A Lady.” In the Athe¬ 
naeum Gallery. Riv. xi (i), 21; Cam. ii. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

The New-England Galaxy for July 2, 1830, in 
its series of Athenaeum Gallery verses, printed a 
different poem, entitled “Portrait of a Lady,” 
which was reprinted in the small volume, Illus¬ 
trations of the Athenceum Gallery of Paintings, 
1830 (see page 18), and is now known to have 
been written by Epes Sargent. Holmes’s poem 
probably dates from 1831 or 1832. 

To the Reverend S. F. Smith, D.D. i888. 

See (Smith, Samuel Francis). 

To the Teachers of America. (National 
Education Association, Boston, February 
23* 1893.) Cam. 2g8. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 24, 1893; 

with full report of Holmes’s introductory re¬ 
marks. 

Boston Globe, February 24, 1893; with full re¬ 
port of Holmes’s remarks and sketch depict¬ 
ing the scene. 

Boston Post, February 24, 1893; with full re¬ 
port of Holmes’s remarks and sketch by 
“Norman” depicting the scene. 

Boston Evening Transcript, February 24, 1893; 
with text partially corrected and with a note 
from Holmes, copied below. 


[ 403 ] 


OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


Boston Daily Advertiser, February 27, 1893; 
with the first printing of the correct text. 

(The same, as an offprint, on glazed paper.) 
See page 245. 

Life of Holmes, by Emma E. Brown, copy¬ 
right 1894, page 317; still with two textual 
errors. (Not in the first edition of this life.) 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 298; with cor¬ 
rect text. 

The occasion of this poem was a reception and 
lunch given in Boston, at the Vendome, February 
23, 1893, by authors and publishers to the mem¬ 
bers of the National Education Association. 
Holmes’s remarks before reading his poem began 
with the words: 

Surely, “the Autocrat’* never felt more 
powerless than he does at this moment. I had 
intended to get up here and say a few, almost 
careless words. I thought them over—as we all 
do on such occasions—but did not make much 
of it. I was saying to myself, “T*he fewer words 
you say, the better. You know very well what 
you have got to talk about, you can soon get 
rid of it.” But at 10:30 o’clock this morning 
came to me an elegantly printed copper-plate 
invitation, to appear here, with a formality 
about it and a style which showed me I had 
been mistaken in thinking I could get up and 
utter a few idle words. There was only one 
refuge for me. And that is the old one. But 
think of it! not one word, not one thought of 
that was in my head before 10:30 o’clock to- 

Unfortunately the Doctor paid the penalty for 
the impromptu character of his lines. Many times 
in previous years his horror of being misquoted 
had induced him to send, in advance, a printed 
copy of proposed remarks or poems to the news¬ 
papers, and he frequently had insisted on seeing 
proofs before final printing. One can imagine his 
feelings the next morning on discovering that 
the newspapers had printed a much garbled text 



of the poem he had read to the teachers. This 
garbled text would, of course, be spread through 
the whole country and even across the Atlantic 
Ocean (see the Publishers' Circular, London, 
March 18, 1893). The worst errors were these: 

Teacher of teachers for Teachers of teachers 
Ionia’s marmorous for Aonia’s murmurous 
stream below for streams below 
by thoughts, and wearied toil for by thoughts 
unwearied toil 

branching plain for branching vein 
surest God’s deed for surest Godspeed 
To fire the years for To flower in years 

At the time of Holmes’s death, the Boston Eve¬ 
ning Transcript of October 8, 1894, in an article, 
“The Autocrat’s Later Years,” described this mis¬ 
chance and told how “next day he came to the 
Transcript office to make with his own hands cor¬ 
rections of the lines as they had appeared in the 
morning papers.” True enough, the Evening 
Transcript of February 24, 1893, carried a “Note 
from Dr. Holmes”: 


An expression of good will to a visiting as¬ 
sociation, in the form of a rhymed impromptu, 
is not likely to be the subject of severe criti¬ 
cism. If it answers its momentary purpose, its 
author may be contented. But if, without his 
permission, without his revision, a distorted 
and disfigured version of his lines is given to 
the public by a newspaper reporter, he has a 
right to feel aggrieved. Such was my feeling 
on reading the lines printed as mine in the 

papers of this morning. 

I have no remedy but to print a correct ver¬ 
sion of my “Impromptu” exactly as it was 
when read at the meeting of the superintend¬ 
ents of education. I hope that the papers for 
which I have often revised and corrected my 


4 

manuscripts will, in justice to me, copy it as 
written. As a tour de force, written in blind¬ 
ing haste, on a sudden notice, immediately be¬ 
fore delivery it claims an apology, if it needs 


one. 


O.W.H. 
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The Transcript inserted with this note a cor¬ 
rected version of the poem, which still showed 
two bad errors. On February 27, 1893, the Boston 
Daily Advertiser gave what must be the first cor¬ 
rect printing of the poem, with the text as it now 
stands in the Cambridge edition, for it is not in 
the Riverside edition. In the Advertiser the fol¬ 
lowing apologetic note was prefixed: 

Dr. Holmes’ poem, read at the authors’ 
luncheon to the National Education Associa¬ 
tion last Thursday, is reprinted by The Ad¬ 
vertiser in justice to the distinguished poet. 
Between the errors of a hurried copying by re¬ 
porters, and composing-room slips, the 
thoughtful, verses appeared in a very ragged 
and marred form. As printed below, we be¬ 
lieve they are frankly produced with absolute 
accuracy:— 

At page 245 is described the only copy thus far 
noted of an offprint (or proof) of the lines as 
they were thus correctly printed by the Advertiser. 

Toadstool, The. Riv. xiii (in), 242; Cam. 

The Collegian, Cambridge, February 1830, no. 
I, page 23; unsigned, but starred in the 
table of contents, see page 15. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

For sheet music, see page 516. 

(Toast, 1889.) Sceptres and thrones. 

See (Washington, 1889). 

Toast to the Vice-Admiral. 

See (Farragut). 

Toast to Wilkie Collins. 

(Collins). 

Too Young for Love. Rw. xiii (Hi), igo; 
Cam. 50/. 

The Adantic Monthly, July 1890, vol. lxvi, 
page 105; in “Over the Teacups.” 


Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891, page 202. 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1891 (River¬ 
side edition), vol. iir, page 190. 

For musical renderings of this poem in sheet- 
music form, see page 517. 

Transit of Venus. 

See Flaneur, The. 

(Translations.) 

See (iEneid). 

At life’s gay banquet placed. 

Bohemiens, Les. 

(Catullus; De Arrio, Ixxxii). 

(Sappho: Fragment 2). 

Treadmill Song, The. Ric/. xi(t), 28; Cam. 

n- 

The Amateur, Boston, August 7, 1830, vol. i, 
page 59; signed: H. “For the Amateur.” Un¬ 
der the general caption: State Prison Melo¬ 
dics. 

The Gleaner, Boston, 1830 (published 1831), 
page 125. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

Triple Health, A. 

See (American Medical Association, 1855). 

Triumph of Song, The. Rit/. vi, 502. 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1867, vol. 

XX, page 264; in “The Guardian Angel.” 

The Guardian Angel, by Holmes, 1867, page 
295 - 

Poem assumed to have been written by Gifted 

Hopkins, one of the characters in The Guardian 
Angel. 

True Knight of Learning, The. 

See (Fiske, John), and (Modey). 

Trumpet Song. (Nov. 10, 1862.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 2, 1862; as 
prepublication from the next entry. 
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War-Songs for Freemen (edited by Francis J. 
Child), Ticknor and Fields, 1862, page 32. 

The song was written in a hurry (to a set tune) 
and to order for Francis J. Child’s volume. It was 
sent to him in a letter of November ii, 1862, 
which says that the song was written the day be¬ 
fore. The manuscript and the letters about it are 
in the Harvard library. It was first sung in 
Chickering’s Hall, Boston, December 23, 1862, 
in a concert to advertise Child’s volume {Dwight's 
Journal of Music, vol. xxii, December 27, 1862, p. 
311). See also page 291. 

Truths. 

This is section x of the poem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

Two Anniversary After-Dinner Poems. 

This title was used in The Atlantic Monthly, 
August 1885, vol. Lvi, page 263, for “To James 
Russell Lowell” (see Lowell, 1885) and “To the 
Poets Who Only Read and Listen,” q.v. 

Two Armies, The. (Massachusetts Medical 
Society, May 26, 1858.) Riv. xi (i), 14J; 
Cam, 59. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1858, vol. n, page 
245; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 262. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862 (copy¬ 
right November 23, 1861). 

Border Lines of Medical Knowledge, by 
Holmes (copyright January 17, 1862), 

Latin Elegiacs for the Jones Medal, 1886. 
(Leaflet.) See page 210. 

The manuscript is with that of The Autocrat 
(Morgan Library). Sec page 468 for a note on the 
prefatory remarks. 

Two “Occasional” Poems with an Intro¬ 
duction. 

This tide and a prose piece (see page 493) in¬ 


troduced “The Old Tune” and “To Frederick 
Henry Hedge” (see Hedge) in The Atlantic 
Monthly. 

Two Poems to Harriet Beecher Stowe on 
Her Seventieth Birthday. 

See At the Summit. 

World*s Homage, The. 

Two Rivers, The. 

This is the title given “The Two Streams” in 
the manuscript of The Professor. 

Two Shadows, The. 

The Amateur, Boston, August 7, 1830, vol. i, 
page 59; signed: H. “For the Amateur.” 

The Gleaner, Boston, 1830 (published 1831), 
page 133; reprinted from “The Amateur.” 

The Harbinger, Boston, 1833; unsigned, but 
in part II, which is devoted wholly to 
Holmes’s poems. 

(Two Songs.) 

See (Boston Medical Association, 1838). 

Two Sonnets: Harvard. (Harvard Club of 
New York City, February 21, 1878.) Rtt^- 
xiii (Hi), 77; Cam. 25/. 

Harvard, 1878. (Leaflet.) See page 167. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 23, 1878. 

The New York Times, February 24, 1878; with 
Holmes’s explanatory letter to J. O. Sargent, 
dated February 19, 1878. 

Proceedings of the Harvard Club of New York 
City, February 21st, 1878; with title Har¬ 
vard” and with Holmes’s letter to J. O. Sar- 
gent. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

The prefatory letter and other correspondence 
about the poems, which created something of a 
stir, are printed in Morse (vol. i, page 236). 

The manuscript in the Harvard library is a 
fair copy written out for Justin Winsor. 
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Two Streams, The. Rtt/, xi (i), 248; Cam. 

99 * 

The Atlantic Monthly, June 1859, vol. ni, page 
770; in “The Professor.’’ 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 192. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The manuscript with the title “The Two 
Rivers” is in the Huntington Library in the 
manuscript of The Professor. 

u 

Ugly Reflections. 

This title was used for the poem “Daily Trials," 
in The New-England Magazine, July 1832, vol. 
HI, page 21. 

Under the Violets. Riv. xii (ii), 142; Cam. 
163. 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1859, vol. iv, 
page 511; in "The Professor.” 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860, page 319. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

For sheet music, see page 517. The manuscript 
is in the Huntington Library in the manuscript 
of The Professor, 

Under the Washington Elm. (April 27, 
1861.) Riv. xii (ii), 230; Cam. ig^. 

Boston Evening Transcript, April 29, 1861. 
The Rebellion Record, edited by Frank Moore, 
no. 5, 1861, page 33. 

Chimes of Freedom and Union, Boston, 1861, 
page 5. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

On April 19, 1861, the Sixth Massachusetts 
Volunteer Regiment was mobbed as it passed 
through Baltimore. The Cambridge Chronicle of 
May 4, 1861, contains a full report of a mass 
meeting held in Cambridge, April 27, i86i, un¬ 
der the Washington elm, “to determine measures 


in aid of the government, demanded by the 
startling events now transpiring.” There seems 
to be no record that Holmes’s poem was read at 
this meeting; it probably was inspired by the 
meeting rather than written to be read there. 

Union, The. 

This title was used for lour stanzas from 
“Brother Jonathan’s Lament for Sister Caroline,” 
in Beadles Dime Patriotic Speal(er. copyright 
1863, page 47. 

Also, the Louisville Courier, September 10, 
1855, reporting Holmes’s remarks at a banquet 
on September 8, observes that Dr. Holmes “re¬ 
cited a long and beautiful poem upon the Union, 
that has never yet been published.” The reporter 
was in error, for the lines he quotes are from “A 
Rhymed Lesson.” 

Union and Liberty. Ritt. xii (it), 238: Cam. 

ig8. 

The Atlantic Monthly, December i86r, vol. viii, 
page 756; unsigned. 

Flag of the Heroes. Union and Liberty. Music 
by C. E. Kimball. 1861. See page 517. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

One of three songs submitted (in a private 
printing, no copy located) by Holmes, in the 
summer of 1861, in a prize contest for a new na¬ 
tional anthem; for additional data, see page 524. 
For other editions in sheet-music form, see page 
517. The Brown University library has a post¬ 
card printing of this poem (Samuel Levinson, 
Publisher, San Francisco, California, n.d.). 

(Unitarian Festival, Boston, 1882.) At the 
Unitarian Festival. (June i, 1882.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 2, 1882; with 
Holmes’s introductory remarks. 

The Christian Register, Boston, June 8, 1882, 
page 121; also October 18, 1894, page 680; 
both times with Holmes’s introduction, with 
title: “Christian Fraternity.” 
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Life of Holmes, by E. E. Brown (copyright 
1884), page 130; without title. 

Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888; the first twelve lines only, 
dated: March 8, 1882. These twelve lines are 
included in the Household, Riverside (vol. 

XIII, page 138), and Cambridge (page 227) 
editions. 

The Christian Register of March 16, 1882, re¬ 
ports the first meeting of the Unitarian Club, of 
Boston, held on March 8, the date affixed to this 
poem in Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, 
and other editions of Holmes’s poems. In the re¬ 
ports in The Register and in the Boston Advertiser 
Holmes is not mentioned as reading a poem at 
this meeting or as among those present. At the 
Unitarian Festival in June 1882 Holmes did read 
a poem containing thirty-two lines, of which the 
twelve lines printed in the collected editions (“At 
the Unitarian Festival”) form the opening por¬ 
tion. This longer poem, together with his intro¬ 
ductory remarks, is printed herewith: 

CHRISTIAN FRATERNITY 

I had written a theological prelude to the 
lines I am going to read to you; but I thought 
it better, on the whole, to keep it for some 
other occasion, and not preach a sermon to a 
congregation largely made up of clergymen. 

One thought only I will venture to give expres¬ 
sion to in the humble form of prose. It is this. 

I am surprised as well as pleased at finding 
how much nearer the two Christian folds with 
which I have mostly worshipped have come to¬ 
gether. In my younger days the church and 
congregation over which my father was set¬ 
tled in Cambridge had a difference among 
themselves which ended in separation. They 
built new edifices, which stood apart from 
each other and symbolized their spiritual 
alienation. By and by the parish which we 
call the orthodox one built that fine stone 
church situated near the Washington elm. I 
see the place of my birth, with all its steeples 
and Mount Auburn in the background, from 
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my library windows. The two spires of the 
two once alienated folds fall so almost ex¬ 
actly into line that they look as if they were 
one. Righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other. We winter Unitarians are many of 
us summer Baptists, Methodists, Episcopal¬ 
ians. And what do you think, dear brethren of 
the stricter creeds, we are most afraid of? Of 
too many concessions. We do not want the 
thickest cream of Orthodoxy, still less its skim 
milk; but give it to us honest, give it to us, 
above all, warm, as it comes from the living 
fountain, and we will thank you and honor 
you and help you, so far as in us lies. 

We have destroyed enough, it may be, of 
the indefensible outposts of what called it¬ 
self Christianity. The garrison is in the citadel, 
and its officers are letting in those whom they 
once called enemies. Let us help them build 
up the wall that keeps out heathenism. 

The waves unbuild the wasting shore; 
Where mountains towered the billows 
sweep, 

Yet still their borrowed spoils restore 
And raise new empires from the deep. 

So, while the floods of thought lay waste 
The old domain of chartered creeds. 

Its heaven-appointed tides will haste 
To shape new homes for human needs. 

Be ours to mark with hearts unchilled 
The change an outworn age deplores; 

The legend sinks, but Faith shall build 
A fairer throne on new-found shores. 

The star shall glow in Western skies 

That shone o’er Bethlehem’s hallowed 
shrine, 

And once again the temple rise 

That crowned the rock of Palestine. 

Not when the wondering shepherds bowed 
Did angels sing their latest song, 

Nor yet to Israel’s kneeling crowd 
Did heaven’s sacred dome belong, 

Let priest and prophet have their dues, 

The Levitc counts but half a man. 
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Whose proud “salvation of the Jews’* 
Shuts out the good Samaritan 1 

Though scattered far the flock may stray, 
His own the shepherd still shall claim,— 

The saints who never learned to pray,— 
The friends who never spoke his name. 

Dear Master, while we hear thy voice 
That says, “The truth shall make you 
free,” 

Thy servants still by loving choice. 

Oh, keep us faithful unto thee! 

(The three manuscripts of this poem in the 
Harvard Holmes collection perhaps offer a clue to 
the date assigned them in Holmes’s publications. 
What is evidently the earliest extant draft is a 
rough version of the first twelve lines only, sug¬ 
gesting that Holmes may have prepared for the 
March meeting of the Unitarian Club only these 
twelve lines. The next manuscript is of twenty- 
eight lines, including all but the last four of the 
poem quoted above. The third manuscript, twice 
dated March 8th 1882, is of the twelve initial lines 
only. It has plainly been used as printer’s copy and 
contains one correction; the word shape—Wnt 8, 
see above is altered to plant, the latter being the 
reading in Before the Curfew and all subsequent 
printings of the poem.— Ed.) 

Unpublished Poem, An. (Anniversary 
party, Boston Society for Medical Imp rove- 
ment, February 7, 1838, or February 6, 
1840.) “This evening hour.” 

The Position and Prospects of the Medical Stu¬ 
dent, by Holmes, 1844, 24; 12 lines be¬ 

ginning But thou, poor dreamer.” 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence. With Other Addresses and Essays, by 
Holmes, 1861, page 315; 12 lines as above. 

An Unpublished Poem, by Holmes. (Privately 
printed 1894). page 248. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
October ii, 1894, page 377; 296 lines begin¬ 
ning “This evening hour.” 


The Harvard Medical School, by Thomas 
Francis Harrington, New York. 1905, vol. 
II, page 783; 296 lines. 

A footnote in the privately printed issue of the 
complete poem (346 lines) states that the poem 
was read at a medical supper party about the 
year 1845, but see pages 248-52 for evidence that 
the poem was written at least as early as 1840 and 
certainly for one of the two occasions named 
above. The twelve lines quoted in the 1844 ad¬ 
dress to the Boylston Medical Society were altered 
to fit that occasion. 

Unsatisfied. (May 8, 1876.) Riv. xiii (tii), 
3/; Cam. 2^4. 

Boston Daily Adveniser, May lo, 1876, page i. 

Dated: May 8, 1876; without author’s name. 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 308. 

Unseen Battle-Field, The. 

Among the Holmes family papers now in the 

Harvard Law Library is a clipping from the 

Maine Whig and Courier of November 17, i860, 

with a poem entitled “The Unseen Battle-Field’’ 

credited to “Oliver Wendall ^sicj Holmes.” The 

lines do not sound like Dr. Holmes’s work, and 

no further trace of them has been found.' The 

presence of the clipping in Holmes’s papers is in¬ 
conclusive. 

Up with the Banner. 

This tide was used for “Union and Liberty,” 
as set to music by H. S. Perkins; see page 518. 

(Upham, Charles Wentworth.) In Mem- 
ory of Charles Wentworth Upham, Junior 
(April 15, i860.) xi (i), 260; Cam. 103. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862; dated: 
April 15, i860. 

(Upham, Dorothy.) Dear little Dorothy 

Dorothy Q. (June 7, 1883.) Without title. 
Ives, 18. 
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Life and Letters of Holmes, by John T. Morse, 
Jr., 1896, vol. I, page 231. 

Written for Dorothy Quincy Upham, daughter 
of Holmes’s nephew and namesake, O. W. H. 
LJpham. The Dorothy to whom the lines were ad¬ 
dressed still has the original manuscript, together 
with Holmes’s letter, dated June 7, 1883, in which 
it was enclosed. 

Urania. 

See Rhymed Lesson, A. 

V 

Variations on an Aria. (Harvard Musical 
Association, Boston, January 18, 1858.) 

Dwight’s Journal of Music, Boston, January 
23, 1858, vol. xn, page 342; in a report of the 
annual dinner at the Revere House, Boston. 

The poem, which follows, is introduced by 
these words: 

Holmes .. . read us verses, one of his truest, 
sweetest lyrics, of which he here sends us, not 
precisely the original, but 

Variations on an Aria, played 
without music at the meeting of the 
Harvard Musical Association, 
fan. i8th, 18^8. 

One molten cluster let me claim 

Of grapes that wore the purple stain,— 

No maddening draught of scorching flame 
But leaf and blossom-filtered rain. 

Sweet with the musky earth’s perfume, 

Red with the burning glow of dawn, 

Still flower-like in its breath and bloom,— 
The s6ul of summers dead and gone! 

Ah, not alone their sunsets lie 
Dissolved in this empurpled glow, 

But sounds and shapes that will not die 
Run with its current’s crimson flow! 

The music of the silent tongue,— 

The flying hand that swept the keys,— 

The broken lute, the harp unstrung,— 

We listen and we look for these. 


Hark! while the dimpling fount is stirred, 
The far off echoes move their wings, 
And through the quivering past is heard 
The murmur of its myriad strings. 

Once more that old remembered strain! 

The Prima Donna’s locust-cry! 

And hush for memory breathes again 
Some lost “Pierian” melody! 

And so we will not call him thief 
Nor hold him guilty of a sin 
Who plucks away one ivy-leaf 
Or smooths the panther’s spotted skin; 

For if we steal the brightest wine 
We do the thyrsus little wrong. 

Since all the jewels of the vine 
Were thrown her by the God of Song! 

Of this occasion Longfellow wrote in his jour¬ 
nal, under the date January 18, 1858, as quoted in 
Samuel Longfellow’s Life of Longfellow, 1886, 
vol. 11, page 313: 

Supped at the Revere with the Harvard 
Musical Association. An extremely agreeable 
affair, with songs and speeches. Both Holmes 
and Lowell read poems: the first, serious; the 
second, humorous, and both good. 

Venus, Transit of. 

See Flaneur, The. 

“Veritas.” 

See Two Sonnets: Harvard. 

Verses for After-Dinner. (Phi Beta Kappa 
dinner, Harvard, August 29,1844.) xi 
(i),8g; Cam. ^6. 

Poems, by Holmes, 1846 (London); with title; 
“Lines recited at the Cambridge Phi Beta 
Kappa Society’s Dinner, in 1844.” 

Poems, by Holmes, 1849. 

Verses from the Oldest Portfolio. 

This title was used in the appendix of the 
Riverside edition, 1891, for a series of early poems. 
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Version of a fragment of Sappho. 

See (Sappho: Fragment 2). 

Vestigia Quinque Retrorsum. An Aca¬ 
demic Poem. 1829-1879, (Commencement 
Day dinner, June 25, 1879.) Rii/. xiii (Hi), 
60; Cam. 2^. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 26, 1879; the 
closing lines only, beginning “Brothers fare¬ 
well.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1879, xliv. 
page 238. 

The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Flolmes, 
1880. 

Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881). 

The original manuscript is split up; lines 1-28 

are in the Library of Congress; the rest of the 

poem is in the bound volume of miscellaneous 

manuscripts (page 981) in the Harvard Holmes 
collection. 

It is dated at the end June 18, 1879, and has 
been used as printer’s copy. 

Vignettes, 1853. 

This is the general title for a group of poems in 
Songs in Many Keys, 1862. Six of the poems were 
read at the close of lectures delivered, in 1853, be¬ 
fore the Lowell Institute in Boston, and the last 

was read after a lecture in Albany, in December 
1854. 

The poems are: 

After a Lecture on Wordsworth. 

After a Lecture on Moore. 

After a Lecture on Keats. 

After a Lecture on Shelley. 

At the Close of a Course of Lectures. 

The Hudson. 

Vision, The. 

This title was used for the poem “A Vision of 

the Housatonic,” in J. E. A. Smith’s The Poet 
cimong the Hills. 


Vision of Life, A. (Young Ladies' Institute, 
Pittsfield, September 27, 1849.) Jves, Hj. 

Pittsfield Sun, October 4, 1849: without title, 
and preceded by a report of Holmes’s in¬ 
troductory remarks. 

The Literary World, New York, r)ctober 27. 
1849, vol. V, page 362. 

The Poet Among the Hills, by J. E. A. Smith, 
P^gc iii; with Holmes’s prefatory re¬ 
marks, and with title: “A \'ision of Life." 

Vision of the Housatonic. 

See (Wordsworth). 

Vive la France! A sentiment offered at the 
dinner to H. 1. H. the Prince Napoleon, at 
the Revere House. (Boston, September 25, 
i86i.) Riv. xi(i),282: Cam. no. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, September 28, i86r. 
The Address of Mr. Everett and the Poem of 
Dr. O. W. Holmes at the Dinner given to 
the Prince Napoleon, September 25th. 1861. 
See page 104. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

An account of the visit of Prince Napoleon is 
in Maunsell B. Field’s Memories of Many Men, 
1874, which also gives Field’s translation of the 
poem into French, page 234. The translation was 
issued also in leaflet form; see page 105. 

Voice of the Loyal North, A. National Fast, 
January 4,1861. (Class meeting, January 3, 
i86i.) Rw. xii (it), 21; Cam. 120. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, January 5, 1861; un¬ 
signed, and dated: National Fast, Jan '4th 
1861. ' 

War Songs of the American Union (Boston), 
1861 (published April), page 8; extract of 
four stanzas, with title: “Northern Fire.” 

Chimes of Freedom and Union, 1861 (Boston), 
page 44. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, rd edi- 
tion, 1868. 
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There is a manuscript (incomplete) in the Li¬ 
brary of Congress, dated Jan. 3,1861, the 3 altered 
to 4. 

The class meeting of January third had a strong 
political flavor. A letter from classmate Isaac 
Morse of Louisiana was read by Holmes, whose 
excellent answer to the fiery Southerner (April 
15, 1861) is in the Harvard Holmes collection. 
The class did not wish to repudiate its Southern 
member, and it was thereupon voted “to drink 
the health of himself and his constitution*’ (class 
record book, page 138, Harvard archives). 

At the same meeting the question of passing a 
vote expressing appreciation of Governor Na¬ 
thaniel Banks’s interest in Harvard was debated. 
Among those opposed to such a vote was Holmes, 
who felt that the class would make itself ridicu¬ 
lous with any show of public power or expression 
of opinion as a class, although he thought indi¬ 
viduals might speak. (Samuel May, the secretary, 
preserved his detailed notes of Holmes’s observa¬ 
tions, although he only summarized th^m in the 
record book; the notes are separate, in the files 
of memorabilia.) 

Holmes’s publication of his poem, labeling it 
for the National Fast and not mentioning the 
class, is in accordance with the principles he had 
expressed. 

The printed poem provoked a versified reply 
from T. W. Parsons, “A Word for the Poets in 
This Weak Piping Time of Peace,’’ in the Boston 
Courier, February 21, 1861. Holmes clipped Par¬ 
sons’ poem, pasting it in his scrapbook (Holmes 
collection) and penciling in the author’s name. 

Voiceless, The. (Lowell Institute, Boston, 
April 26,1853.) Riv. xi (i), 2^7; Cam. 99. 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1858, vol. ii, 
page 630; in “The Autocrat.’’ 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 355. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

That it was this poem with which Holmes con¬ 
cluded his Lowell Institute lecture on the female 


poets, April 26, 1853 (see page 537) is indicated 
by the report of the lecture in the Boston Evening 
Transcript of April 27, which described the con¬ 
cluding poem and quoted the four lines, begin¬ 
ning “A few can touch the magic string,” from 
the first stanza of the poem. Holmes refers to his 
use of the poem in this lecture in a manuscript 
note on the verses prepared for an author’s read¬ 
ing (bound volume of miscellaneous manuscripts, 
page 887, Harvard Holmes collection): 

In a course of Lectures delivered many 
years ago at the Lowell Institute—Lectures on 
the English poets of the nineteenth century, 

I got into the habit of closing my hour of 
prose with a short poem of my own. It might 
have been thought a rash attempt and likely 
to provoke unpleasant comparisons to finish 
a lecture on a great poet or poetess with an 
original poem. I think, however, that my au¬ 
diences were disposed to receive the few verses 
I read them with more than usual kindness. 
This was particularly the case with the lines I 
read after delivering a Lecture on the English 
female poets of our century. 

Poetical sensibilities are more universal and 
more enduring, I believe, in women than in 
men. It is the lot of man to seek, of woman to 
wait. And while she waits the poetic instincts 
breed like nests of singing birds in her un¬ 
tenanted heart. Happy for her if they can find 
a voice and the voice can find an echo! I have 
always looked with tenderness on those wom¬ 
en who, with all the impulses that breathe in 
the most impassioned verse, want the power 
of expression, and either remain silent, or 
find no response to their plaintive cry for 
sympathy. Language will not obey their im¬ 
ploring summons. The harp, the piano, it may 
be, refuse to take them into their confidence. 
With hearts full of what might be poetry, 
their only confidante is the one friend that 
never deserts woman,—the faithful needle. It 
may be the Bayeux tapestry or the embroi- 
dered kerchief—it may be the serviceable 
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household linen—how many mute poetesses 
have written their life epics not in words, but 
in stitches! Let us hope that in a better world 
than this they will find the utterance here 
denied them, and that the good angels will 
give a harp and a voice to many a daughter of 
earth whose chief human record is to be found 
in a hundred miles or two of hem-stitch; an 
acre or half a dozen acres she has covered with 
the inscriptions of her needle as the scholar has 
covered a like expanse of paper with his pen.— 
The three stanzas which expressed my feel¬ 
ing for these dear sisters were entitled, the 
VOICELESS. 

The Boston Commonwealth's report of the lec¬ 
ture of 1853, printed in its issue of April 30, 
makes it clear that the poem read there contained 
lines not used later, for it states that Holmes “com¬ 
pared the arena of his lecture-room to the field 
of the telescope, and the ladies to all the lovely 
constellations within range.” It quotes as the 
last line of the poem: 

"And where the stars are, there is heaven.” 

A German translation of the poem, made by 
Donald MacAlister, with the title “Die Stimm- 
losen,” appeared in The Eagle, St. John’s College, 
Oxford, June 1903, vol. xxiv, page 317. 

The manuscript inserted in that of The Auto¬ 
crat (Morgan Library) is evidently the original 
one removed from the manuscript of the lecture. 
The Library of Congress has one dated Dec. 20th 
iS??) and endorsed by Holmes “Written between 
1850 & 1857.” Holmes frequently wrote out for 
autograph hunters parts of the poem; the earliest 
copy seen (four lines) is dated April 4, 1854 
(Widener collection, Harvard), 

Voyage of the Good Ship Union. (Class 
meeting, January 23,1862.) Riv. xn(ii), 2j; 
Cam, 120. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1862, vol. ix, 
page 398. 

The Poems of Holmes, 1862 (Blue and Gold 
edition), page 398. 


Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3d edi¬ 
tion, 1868. 

There is a manuscript in the Library of Con¬ 
gress; It lacks stanzas 3 and 4 and shows other 

differences from the printed versions. It is dated 
jan. 23d 1862. 

W 

Waite, Josiah Kendall. 

See (Meriam, Horatio). 

Walcker dinner, Music Hall, Boston, 1863. 

See Impromptu, An. 

(Ware.) In Memory of John and Robert 
Ware. (Massachusetts Medical Society, 
May 25, 1864.) Rw. xti (li), 277; Cam. 2/2! 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1864. vol. xiv, 
page 115; unsigned, with title: “In Memory 
of J. W.—R. W.” Dated: May 25th, 1864. 
Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 

There is a manuscript in the Library of Con¬ 
gress. It has been used as printer’s copy. 

(Warren.) Joseph Warren, M.D. (June 17 
1875.) Riv. xiii (lii), 21; Cam. 230. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, June 
17, 1875, vol. xcii, page 703. 

Proceedings of the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association, June 23, 1875, page 154. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 300. 

In The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
this poem occupied the first page of a centennial 
anniversary issue, facing an engraved portrait of 
Warren. The manuscript (Library of Congress) 

IS dated May 28U> 1875. A letter in the Massachu¬ 
setts Historical Society reports the sonnet as al¬ 
ready “roughed out”; the letter is dated May 20. 

(Washington, 1828.) 

See (Hasty Pudding Club, 1828). 
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(Washington, 1856,) Ode for Washing¬ 
ton’s Birthday. (Mercantile Library Asso¬ 
ciation, Boston, February 22, 1856.) Riv. 
xi (i), 242; Cam. g8. “Welcome to the day 
returning.” 

Celebration of the 124th Anniversary of the 
Birth-Day of Washington by the Mercantile 
Library Association (Boston), February 22, 
1856. (Program.) See page 65. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 23, 1856. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

The Exeter (N. H.] News-Letter, in its issue 
of March 3, 1856, printed an open letter, signed 
“!” and having the caption “A Public Insult to a 
Public Man.” This letter commences by referring 
briefly to Holmes’s address before the New Eng¬ 
land Society in New York, December 21, 1855 
(see pages 67-68 and 474-75). It then goes on to 
castigate Holmes for a passage in this ‘‘Ode for 
Washington’s Birthday” in which he rebuked the 
Hon. Nathaniel P. Banks, recently elected speaker 
of the national House of Representatives, for 
words uttered in an address delivered in Maine 
in the summer of 1855. Banks evidently declared 
that, if the gigantic power of the United States 
was to be prostituted to the sole object of sup¬ 
porting and perpetuating the single institution of 
slavery, he would be willing to “let the Union 
slide.” In his “Ode” Holmes answered Banks with 
the following lines, printed in quotes in the origi¬ 
nal, as if spoken by Washington himself. The 
lines were preceded by the words “Hear the 
Father’s dying voice!” 

“By the name that you inherit, 

By the sufferings you recall, 

Cherish the fraternal spirit; 

Love your country first of all! 

Listen not to idle questions 
If its bands may be untied; 

Doubt the patriot whose suggestions 
Whisper that the props may slide!” 

The open letter in the Exeter News-Letter of 
March 3 was answered “by a Friend of Holmes 


in the issue of the News-Letter of March 10, and 
following it in the same issue was printed a re¬ 
joinder by “!” Holmes thereupon defended him¬ 
self by the following letter, printed in the News- 
Letter of March 24, the original letter being now 
in the Huntington Library: 

Boston, March 13th, 1856. 

Dear Sir: —I regret that your kind feelings 
towards me should have involved you in a 
disagreeable controversy. Excuse me for not 
answering your letter immediately, as I have 
been occupied with the affairs of the College 
for the last day or two. 

I enclose the only authorized version of my 
Ode for Washington’s birth day. I had noth¬ 
ing to do with any other. 

You express a desire to know whether you 
“have correctly stated my views and position.” 

I will state some of these views which you refer 
to, in such a form as to permit you to compare 
them with those expressed in your article, with 
which I think you will find them essentially 
to agree. 

In the first place, I hardly think it necessary 
to say that my sympathies are with Freedom, 
and that I look with the common feelings of 
Northern men on the extension of slavery. I 
said as much in my New York Address. These 
were my words, as written, and as spoken. 
“We are all agreed to save every inch of 
ground to freedom that we fairly can, and to 
reduce our involuntary participation in slavery 
to the minimum consistent with our existence 
as a united people.” 

I believe in the vital importance of the 
Union, and deprecate all sectional feelings 
which may endanger it. I have long held the 
opinion that the ultra-abolitionists stand on 
perfectly logical ground, and have not hesi¬ 
tated to avow a certain respect for their manly 
position, but I understand them to repudiate 
the existing government of their country, as 
based on an unhallowed compact, and to be 
guilty of, (or honored by, as they would have 
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it,) a “breach of allegiance” which is treason. 
according to the Dictionary. 

I consider that our present Constitution 
makes us partners with slave-holders in slavery 
as much as a contract with thieves to restore 
stolen property to them, would make us part¬ 
ners in their larceny. I do not see, therefore, 
how those who hold to the contract, and es¬ 
pecially those who hold places of honor or 
profit under it, can abuse the other party to 
this contract. 

Our feelings with reference to different in¬ 
dividuals and races differ m degree, if not in 
kind. The interests of the white race, the most 
improvable, take strongest hold upon mo; 
then those of the Blacks, the most attachable; 
and lastly those of the Indians, the least amen¬ 
able to the higher social and civilizing influ¬ 
ences. But all are human, and I would suffer 

no wrong that I could help, to be inflicted on 
any. 

You may judge from what I have said, that 
I would cultivate the kindest feelings, and use 
the most considerate language to our brothers 
of the South. Every expression which tends to 
alienate any portion of our country from the 
rest should, I think, in Washington’s lan¬ 
guage, be indignantly frowned upon. 

I think a good deal of such language has 
been used, and a very unfraternal spirit has 
been shown in various parts of the country, 
and among others, in New England. For say- 
ing so, I have been abused as if I were an actual 
politician and a possible office-holder. The 
extreme harshness, I think I may say brutality, 
of the language used towards me of late, on 
the strength of newspaper reports, not one of 
which gave either my words or their true 
spirit, has proved, or rather confirmed the just¬ 
ness of my belief. There is a bitter and tyranni¬ 
cal spirit too prevalent amongst us, which 
threatens to be fatal alike to our harmony as 
a people and to our freedom as individuals. 
Slavery under the quill, is as degrading as 
slavery under the lash, and the brutal jour- 
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nalist IS no better than the bloody r)verscer. 

You are very welcome to use this letter in 
any way that will serve the purpose of saving 
you from further trouble. Thanking you for 
the interest you have shown in my behalf, I am 

Yours respectfully, 

O. W. 1 loLMtS. 

In a small black notebook, page 155 (Harvard 
Holmes collection), Holmes has the note: ‘‘joseph 
G. Hoit was the man who attacked my N. Y. Pil¬ 
grim Lecture in the News-Letter, Exeter, N. H.” 

When Holmes came to print the poem in his 
Songs in Many Keys, in 1861, the offending lines 
were altered to read: 

Doubt the patriot whose suggestions 
Strive a nation to divide. 

The manuscript of the poem as prepared for the 
printer is in the Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 
510). With it (page 511) is a letter, February 13, 

1856, in which Holmes says that his ode “has been 
finished some time and in Mr. Perkins’ hands, 
who has composed the music for it and had it re¬ 
hearsed.” 

For sheet music, see page 513. 

(Washington, 1859.) For the Fair in Aid 

of the Fund to Procure Ball’s Statue of 
Washington. 

See Boston Common; Three Pictures. 

(Washington, i86i.) 

See Under the Washington Elm. 

(Washington, 1889.) Sceptres and thrones 
the morning realms have tried. (Washing¬ 
ton inauguration centennial, New York, 
April 30,1889.) WMout title, Ives, 310. 

Banquet at the Metropolitan Opera FJouse 
April 30th 1889 Given in Honor of the Cen¬ 
tennial of the Inauguration of George Wash¬ 
ington as President of the United States. 
(Program.) See page 222. 
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New York Herald, May i, 1889. 

New-York Tribune, May i, 1889. 

Library of Tribune Extras, vol. i, May 1889, no. 

5. The Washington Centenary. 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives, 

1907, page 310. 

There are two manuscripts. Holmes’s copy is 
in the Library of Congress. The copy sent to 
Clarence Bowen, chairman of the literary com¬ 
mittee for the affair, is in the letter of transmis¬ 
sion, February 24th, 1889, Bowen papers, vol. i. 
page 171, American Antiquarian Society. 

“Wasp, The,” and “The Hornet.” Rw. xiti 
(Hi), 276; Cam, 55/. 

The Token and Atlantic Souvenir, Boston, 

1833* page 309 - 

Poems, by Holmes, 1836. 

In the Riverside and Cambridge editions the 
first word of the fourth line of the second stanza 
is misprinted "safe” for “save.” 

(This poem may be another "Illustration” in¬ 
spired by an Athenaeum Gallery exhibition. The 
catalogue for the sixth exhibition, 1832, records 
at page 9, number 186, "Sea-Fight—The Wasp 
and the Hornet.”— Ed.) 

We owe alas! to woman’s sin. 

See On Receiving an apple "stolen” from the 
old place. 

Weary. (February 17, 1864. The Brooklyn 
and Long Island Fair in aid to the United 
States Sanitary Commission.) 

There are two manuscripts of the following 
lines: one with the tide "Weary,” in the Library 
of Congress (from which the copy below is 
taken); and another without title, dated Boston, 
Feb. 17th, 1864, in the Morgan Library. This 
second manuscript has a note at the foot: “Writ¬ 
ten for the Brooklyn and Long Island Fair in aid 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission at the request 
of Miss {name erased].” 


Peace! Shall we ever hear that blissful sound 
And see the raging steeds of War unbound.? 
Our streams run blood, our fields are crimson 
mire, 

Smoke hides the sun, the night is red with 
fire,— 

How long, O Lord, how Long.? 

As one that sleeping moans but knows not 
why 

Till at the last he wakes with sudden cry— 

I, slumbering, woke to hear a Nation’s prayer 
Piercing the death-chilled, sorrow-laden air 
How long, O Lord, how Long? 

Patience! the fire must burn the root of 
shame; 

The tears of anguished souls must quench the 
flame. 

God led his people to the promised shore 
Through the long desert—we will ask no more 
How long, O Lord, how Long? 

The official History of the . . . Fair (Brooklyn, 
1864, page 87) notes an album containing a poem 
by Holmes, this one evidendy; the album was 
gathered by Mary C. Jarvis. There is no mention 
of the Holmes verses in the Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle's very full accounts of the fair. 

Weather, The. 

This poem attributed to Holmes in the Louis¬ 
ville News-Letter, July 4, 1840, vol. ii, page 253, is 
denied by Holmes. A letter to his son (June 24, 
n.y., Harvard Law Library) reads; 

Dear W. 

I never used the word "noses” in a poem in 
my life. 

He has probably got hold of some verses of 
Williss 

[misquote of four lines of this poemj 

Yours 

G. 

(Webster, 1855.) 

See Statesman’s Secret, The. 
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(Webster, 1856.) Birthday of Daniel Web¬ 
ster. (Boston, January 18,1856.) RIt/. xi (i), 
2^; Cam.gS, 

Boston Daily Advertiser, January 19, 1856. 

Tlie Seventy-Fourth Anniversary of the Birth- 
Day of Daniel Webster, celebrated at the 
Revere House, Boston, January 18, 1856, 
page 49. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

Welcome to All Nations. 

See Welcome to the Nations. 

Welcome to Dr. Benjamin Apthorp Gould. 

See (Gould). 

Welcome to the Chicago Commercial 

Club. 

See (Chicago Commercial Club). 

Welcome to the Grand Duke Alexis. 

See (Alexis, Grand Duke). 

Welcome to the Nations. Philadelphia, 

July 4,1876. Rit/. xiii (Hi), 26; Cam. 2^2. 

International Exhibition, 1876. The National 

Commemoration, July 4, 1876. Programme. 
See page 157. 

The Press, Philadelphia, July 5, 1876. Also in 
the other newspapers of the day. 

New-York Tribune. Extra, no, 33, July 4, 1876. 
Welcome to All Nations. Keller. Boston, Dit- 
son, 1876. See page 518. 

The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (H ouse- 
hold edition), page 306. 

Well said, my trusty brother. 

For this impromptu couplet, see page 474. 


What I Have Come For. (Class meeting, 
January 9,1873.) Rw, xii (ii),6y, Cam. 134. 

Songs of Many Seasons, by Holmes, 1875. 
Additional Songs and Poems of the Class of 
1829 (issued in 1881). 

What We All Think. Rit/. xii (ii), 114; 
Cam. 752. 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1858, vol. i, page 
743; in “The Autocrat.” 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, 1858, page 168. 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

In the last-named book and in later editions of 
his poems Holmes omitted the stanza following 
the eighth, but it appears in the Riverside edition 
of his writings, at page 170 of the first volume. 
The manuscript is in that of The Autocrat, writ¬ 
ten into the text; it does not have the stanza fol¬ 
lowing the eighth (Morgan Library). 

When next you wish an autograph. 

See (Autograph). 

When skims the summer moon on high. 

See (Holmes, Amelia Lee), 

While sunset stains the windows of the 
west. Without title. 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, May meeting, 1943, vol. lxvh, 1945, 
page 450, in “Oliver Wendell Holmes, Poet 
Laureate of Harvard,” by T. F, Currier. 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection. Mr. Currier suggests that it may have 
been intended for a meeting of the class of ’29. 


What Flower Is This.? 

This title was used for the poem “Flower 
Liberty,’* as set to music by H. P. Keens; see pj 

507. 


(Whitman, Mrs. Sarah.) 

See (Letters in verse). 

(Manuscript). From Nature’s precious 
quarry sought. 
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(Whittier, 1877.) For Whittier’s Seventieth 
Birthday. {Atlantic dinner, December 17, 
1877.) Riv. xiii ( til), 74; Cam. 250. “I be¬ 
lieve that the copies of verses.” 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 18, 1877. 
The Literary World, Boston, January 1878, vol. 

VIII, page 150. “From the ‘Atlantic’ dinner.” 
The Iron Gate, and Other Poems, by Holmes, 
1880. 

The manuscript in the Library of Congress is 
the copy for the Adverti^rr. 

(Whittier, 1877.) The Golden Calendar. 
(December 17, 1877.) 

The Literary World, Boston, December 1877, 
vol. VIII, page 120; special Whittier issue. 
(Hectograph facsimile, ree page 160.) 

The magazine printing has an obvious error. 
The poem is an Italian sonnet in which Holmes’s 
manuscript evidently indented the second and 
third lines of each quatrain and the thirteenth 
line (the sestet rhyming cddcdc). The printer fol¬ 
lowed this indentation but transposed the third 
and fourth lines of the second quatrain, making 
the rhyme abab. In the facsimile the mistake does 
not appear. 

(Whittier, 1887.) To John Greenleaf Whit¬ 
tier on His Eightieth Birthday. (December 
17, 1887.) Riv. xiii (Hi), 1^6; Cam. 275. 
“Friend, whom thy fourscore winters.” 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 17, 1887. 
Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888. 

There are two manuscripts in the Library of 
Congress, one being an early draft. 

(Whittier, 1892.) In Memory of John 
Greenleaf Whittier. (September 7, 1892.) 
Cam. 297. “Thou, too, hast left us.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1892, vol. 
Lxx, page 648. 


Quaker Poems, compiled by C. F. Jenkins, 
1893, page 132. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 297. 

The Library of Congress has a manuscript, 
which has been used as printer’s copy. 

“Who gave this cup.^” 

See To the Eleven Ladies. 

Who that can pluck the flower will choose 
the wood. February 22, 1874.) Without 
title. Ives, 92. 

Life and Letters of Holmes, by John T. Morse, 
Jr., 1896, vol. I, page 232; with statement on 
the origin of the poem. 

The manuscript in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection is dated Feb. 22^* 1874. 

Wind-Clouds and Star-Drifts. From the 
Young Astronomer’s Poem. Riv. xii (H), 
i6y, Cam. iji. 

The Atlantic Monthly, May to November 1872, 
vol. XXIX, pages 617, 742; vol. xxx, pages 107, 
237, 362, 436, 522; in “The Poet.” 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, by Holmes, 
1872, pages 169, 201, 230, 270, 302, 334, 364. 
The Poetical Works of Holmes, 1877 (House¬ 
hold edition), page 188, 

For what appears to be a rejected portion of one 
of the poems in this group, see (Manuscript) 
“They had their choice.” 

Wines, The. 

This title was used for a selection from the 
poem “The Banker’s Secret,” in the Mercantile 
Library Reporter, January 1856, vol. ii, page 39- 

Witches on the Rails, The. 

This is the title given “The Broomstick Train, 
in the manuscript of Over the Teacups, Library 
of Congress. 
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Women and Wine. 

This title was used for “Song for a I’empcrancc 
Dinner,” in Cold Water Army, published by the 
Massachusetts Temperance Union. Boston, De¬ 
cember 29, 1842, vol. II, page 69. 

Woodlawn Cemetery. 

This title was used in Memory and Hope, Bos¬ 
ton, 1851, for extracts from “A Poem. Dedication 
of the Pittsfield Cemetery.” 

Woodstock, Connecticut. 

See Family Record, A. 

Word of Promise. 

See Hymn—The Word of Promise. 

Words to Woman. “Now, Lady fair, 
whoe’er ye be.” 

The New-England Magazine, May 1832, vol. 

II, page 406; unsigned, 1 16 lines. 

Flora’s Interpreter, by Sarah J. Hale, 1832, page 
^331 *4 hties (89-102), beginning ‘‘Nor yet 
too brightly strive to blaze,” labeled “Senti¬ 
ment” and signed: O.W.Holmes. 

(The full text of this poem, hitherto unknown, 
should leave no doubt of its authorship.— Ed.) 

Now, Lady fair, whoe’er ye be, 

List for a little space to me; 

A little space; I hold it crime 
To clip the skirts of lady’s time. 

And who is he, saith many a dame, 

That urges thus his idle claim.? 

Say, are the eyes his soul looks through 
The true poetic pattern — blue.? 

And is his talk of groves and bowers.? 

And are his pockets filled with flowers? 

And is he famous? has he been 
Engraved on stone, like him of Lynn.? 

A fiddlestick, romantic maid, 

For all your symbols of the trade; 


As Heaven has made me, so am I, 

And Heaven knew best the how and why; 
And as for fame, my neighbors say 
Some flattering things across the way, 

And in the papers far and wide 
I’ve seen my lines — but this aside. 

Then, Lady, list; the swallow’s wing 
Is dripping with the dews of spring, 

.And down my alley, dark and blind. 

One sprig, survivor of its kind, 

Comes bristling up the stones between. 

So thin, so crooked and so green. 

Like the last virgin left alone 
Of seven sweet daughters wooed and won. 
All thoughts, all looks, all words, all eyes, 
.Are softening like the gentle skies; 

And many a lip, that whispered ‘No,’ 

Is wondering why it answered so; 

For ice, that scorned December’s noon. 

Melts ere it feels the breath of June; 

And Oh, when Heaven is warm above. 

The heart, — that pendulum of love — 
Beats faster, as if Time were seeing 
Its sweet intensity of being. 

Yes, spring has come — with all her train, 
Green leaves and “cuttic sarks,” again. 

As if to make us all believe 
Earth paradise and woman Eve! 

Now then beware; a playful trip, 

A casual step, a careless slip. 

May chance to show the sun and air, 

What knights and ladies sometimes wear; 

A hint must serve us for the nonce — 

And “honi soit qui mal y pense.” 

To one whose path is bare and wild — 
Who has no home, no wife, no child. 

Who, if he loves, must love alone 
Some dear abstraction of his own. 

Some truths may find their way more free 
Through the thin air of vacancy; 

To see the governor and his aid. 

One should not join the cavalcade. 
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Women from two extremes incline 
Towards a faint dividing line, 

From her, whom nature stamped a prude, 

Up to the-, fie, I can’t be rude; 

The lemonade, and eau-de-vie. 

That make our punch—society. 

And each should play a different part, 

To find an entrance to the heart; 

What nature gave the one may hide, 

The other steal what she denied. 

Some borrowed glow, half-frozen maid, 
Will mellow down thy native shade; 

A rose, a ribband, and a curl. 

Will make one’s grandam seem a girl. 

But do not thou, luxuriant one, 

Lay bare thy richness to the sun. 

Not that my cheek is wont to burn — 

I walk to stare, and stare to learn; 

But she, whose touch all hearts must feel. 
Should wear no spur upon her heel! 

Alas, that she, whom Nature made, 
Whom Art has lent her liberal aid. 

In spite of all her power to bless. 

Should play the suicide in dress. 

Thin spectres, must ye ever strive 
To seem less palpably alive. 

Afraid, lest rebel planes should swerve 
And crack your buckram to a curve? 

Hebes, who deem your fortune hard. 

To buy your girdles by the yard. 

Is not your suffering worse than vain. 

To make the zone a martyr’s chain? 

Nor yet too brightly strive to blaze. 

By stealing all the rainbow rays; 

Your gaudy artificial fly, 

Will only take the younger fry. 

Who has not seen, and seeing, mourned, 

And mourning, smiled, and smiling, scorned, 
In wild ambition flaming down, 

Some comet from a country town? 

See, see her, in her motley hues — 

Funereal blacks, and brimstone blues, 

And lurid green, and bonfire red. 


At once their varied radiance shed, 

And skin-deep gold, and would-be pearls, 
And Oh! those heaps of corkscrew curls! 

Sylph of Farina’s best Cologne! 

Soft sighing from thy vapory throne, 
Breathe life into me when I swoon. 

Scared by the fiends that walk at noon! 

Sweet statue! classic, chaste and fair, 
Albeit cold and somewhat bare, 

Give back the stern simplicity 
That living woman gave to thee! 

Spirit of change! whose Iris wing 
Must shed its feathers every spring. 

Smile on the barks, whose bosoms bear 
All that fantastic France can spare; 

And what no parent can refuse, 

O give the daughters grace to use! 

(Wordsworth.) After a Lecture on Words¬ 
worth. (Lowell Institute, Boston, April 15, 
^853.) Riv. xi (t), 220; Cam. go. 

The Knickerbocker Gallery, 1855 (published 
^^ 54 )» page 23; with title: “A Vision of the 
Housatonic. Epilogue to a Lecture on Words¬ 
worth.” 

Songs in Many Keys, by Holmes, 1862. 

For Songs in Many Keys, Holmes deleted two 
stanzas and altered two others. See also “The 
American Poet’s ‘Mystic Lot,’ ” page 273. For the 
lecture, see Appendix 5. 

World’s Homage, The. (Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, June 14, 1882.) Riv. xiii (Hi), 128; 
Cam. 272. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 15, 1882; with¬ 
out title. 

The Adamic Monthly, August 1882, vol. l, 
no. 298, supplement, page 6; without tide. 

Life of Oliver Wendell Holmes, by E. E. 
Brown (copyright 1884), page 128; without 
tide. 
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Before the Curfew, and Other Poems, by 
Holmes, 1888; as the second of “Two Poems 
to Harriet Beecher Stowe.” 

Read in honor of Mrs. Stowe’s seventieth birth¬ 
day, at the garden party at "The Old Elms,” ex- 
Governor Claflin’s residence at Newtonville, 
Massachusetts. In its account of the party, the 
Boston Evening Transcript of June 15 quotes in 
full the informal remarks with which Holmes 
prefaced his poem: 

Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, being pleasant¬ 
ly introduced as one who did not wholly sym¬ 
pathize with the theology in which Mrs. Stowe 
was brought up, said, “I only regret that my 
theology is not broad enough to receive all 
creeds. But as allusion has been made to ‘Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin,’ I will just tell the circumstance 
of my reading the book, although I did not 
intend to do so when I arose. I was going down 
Washington street, when I met an old gentle¬ 
man, Amos Lawrence. He screamed out to me. 
Have you read “Sunnyside”.^’ I was not clear 
as to what he meant, but I said ‘Yes.’ I had not 
read the book, but you know people always say 
Yes when they do not understand. Finding I 
had read ‘Sunnyside’ he sent me another book 
—‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ I usually had a novel 
of Dickens on hand in those days, but as I got 
on a little way with Uncle Tom, Dickens be¬ 
gan to droop and droop in my attention, and 
like all the others I found myself totally ab¬ 
sorbed in the book. Can you wonder that I 
think of it at this time.?” 


This is section vii of the f>oem “Wind-Clouds 
and Star-Drifts.” 

Wreck of a Home, The. 

This title was used for a selection from “The 
Exile s Secret,” in the Mercantile Library Re¬ 
porter, Boston, January 1856, vol. ii, page 39. 


(Wycliffe.) The Avon to the Severn runs. 
Without title. 

Holmes was convinced that he wrote the fol¬ 
lowing quatrain: 

The Avon to the Severn runs. 

I'he Severn to the sea; 

And Wycliffe’s dust shall spread abroad, 

Wide as the waters be. 

In a letter of February 5, 1890 (Wilson collection, 
vol. II, page 635), Holmes expresses his conviction 
that he wrote these lines for friends who then 
gave them to Daniel Webster. Webster quoted the 
verses in his second speech for the festival of the 
Sons of New Hampshire, November 7, 1849, 
printed from a “phonographic” report in the 
Boston Daily Advertiser, November 9, 1849. In 
introducing the lines, Webster does not credit 
them in any way to one of his own contempor¬ 
aries; he prefaces them with “some prophet of 
that day said.” (The lines appear also in Writings 
and Speeches of Daniel Webster, Boston, 1903, 
vol. iv, page 213.) As Holmes observes in the let¬ 
ter referred to, there is no evidence for his author¬ 
ship except his conviction that he wrote the qua¬ 
train, which, although he does not think so, “may 
be found yet in some old author,” 

Thomas Fuller’s account of the scattering of 
Wycliffe’s ashes states that the Council of Con¬ 
stance had ordered WyclifTc’s remains to be ex¬ 
humed, “with charitable caution if it may be dis¬ 
cerned from the bodies of other faithful people,” 

and thrown “far off from any Christian burial." 
Fuller then writes: 

In obedience hereunto, Richard Flemyng, 
bishop of Lincoln, sent his officers to ungrave 
him accordingly. To Lutterworth they come, 
take what was left out of the grave, and burnt 
them to ashes, and cast them into Swift, a 
neighboring brook running hard by. Thus 
this brook hath conveyed his ashes into Avon, 
Avon into Severn, Severn into the narrow seas, 
they into the main ocean, and thus the ashes of 
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Wiclifle are the emblem of his doctrine, 
which now is dispersed all the world over. 

Y 

(Yale Alumni Dinner, August 14, 1850.) 

The New-Yoi\ Tribune, August 15, 1850, re¬ 
porting the speeches and toasts at the dinner of 
the Yale alumni, notes that Holmes, when called 
upon, “responded with eloquence and feeling, 
concluding with a short piece of poetry which he 
had written with a pencil at the table.” 

Yale Phi Beta Kappa. 

See Astrxa. 

(Yankee Doodle.) 

See (Hasty Pudding Club, 1828). 

Ye Colonels, Councillors and squires. 

See (Naushon, 1838). 

Ye hunters of New England. 

See (Naushon, 1839). 

Yes, home is sweet. 

See Alma Mater. 

Yet wert thou false. 

See (Manuscript). 

Young Men’s Christian Union, Boston. 

See (Boston Young Men’s Christian Union, 
1893). 

Youth. 

Young Oysterman, The. 

This title was used for ‘‘The Ballad of the 


Oysterman,” as set to music by Eben H. Bailey; 
see page 504. 

Your proof is what.? 

See (Manuscript). 

Youth. (Boston Y. M. C. U., May 31,1882.) 
Cam, 290. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June i, 1882; without 
title and with a report of Holmes’s introduc¬ 
tory remarks. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 290. 

Read at the celebration of the thirty-first an¬ 
niversary of the Boston Young Men’s Christian 
Union. 

A manuscript is listed in American Booi( Prices 
Current (vol. iv, page 470, no. 7247), sold by 
Henkels, February 22, 1898. 

Youth and the Bicycle, The. 

The lines with this title, signed O.W.H., ap¬ 
peared in the Boston Globe, January 15, 1878, and 
were reprinted in Lyra Bicyclica, by J. G. Dalton, 
1880, page 20. In the second edition, 1885, Dalton 
replaced the initials with an asterisk and append¬ 
ed the following footnote: 

Initials dropped now, for, used in such a way, 
Dr. Holmes was angry that readers would 
think, he says, “these rather slipshod rhymes 
were really mine.” But how pleased he is at 
any taffy for his vanity—“Oliver asking for 
more.” 

The footnote is both arch and equivocal, but it 
allows the inference that the lines were and were 
not by Oliver Wendell Holmes, i.e., that they 
were by Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., who was a 
member of the Massachusetts Bicycle Club. 
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Part III 


T his section of the bibliography lists 
all the known prose of Holmes, in¬ 
cluding some letters. For letters not noted 
here, see Appendix 6. The arrangement is 
alphabetical by title. Obituaries and tributes 
are listed by the last names of the subjects. 
Some unpublished prose writings are 
noted. The majority of Holmes’s prose 
notes for his medical study, his reading, 
and his books are in the Harvard Holmes 
collection and many of them are referred to 
here, but they are not listed separately. 
Some are in the Library of Congress. 

A few pieces not by Holmes but often 
claimed for him are included here with the 
evidence against his authorship. Public let¬ 
ters signed by Holmes and others are listed 
here if Holmes’s authorship is demonstra¬ 
ble or extremely likely. Other such docu¬ 
ments are listed in Appendix 6. 

The information recorded is as follows: 
demonstrable date of composition, occasion 
for writing, place of first printing, first 
book or pamphlet printing, first printing 
in a book by Holmes. For the full titles of 


books or pamphlets not by Holmes, see 
Appendix 7. The location of original man¬ 
uscripts is given. No attempt to track 
down reprintings of excerpts was made, 
but some variant titles are recorded. 

A 

(Acute Pericarditis.) A Dissertation on 
Acute Pericarditis. (January 12, 1836. For 
the degree of M.D., Harvard University.) 

A Dissertation on Acute Pericarditis, by 
Holmes, Boston, Welch Bibliophilic Socie¬ 
ty, 1937. See page 262. 

The manuscript, dated Jan. 12, 1836, is in the 
Boston Medical Library. 

Address Delivered at the Annual Meeting 
of the Boston Microscopical Society, 1877. 

See (Boston Microscopical Society). 

(Address, S.S. Aurania. August 27,1886.) 

On his return voyage after his one hundred 
days in Europe, Holmes acted as chairman for a 
ship’s concert. He read for them his poem, “The 
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Steamboat,” and prefaced it with an “Address, 




The Atlantic Monthly, January 1858, vol. i 
page 320; unsigned. 


according to the program. 

A copy of the program is in the Wilson collec¬ 
tion, vol. II, page 623. 

Advice to a Young Verse Writer. 

See (Authorship, 1876). 

(Advice to a young writer.) 

See (Authorship, 1849). 

After-Breakfast Talk, An. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1883, vol. u, 
page 65. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table, by 
Holmes, Edinburgh, 1883, vol. i, page ix. 

Contains the fictitious “Record of the Proceed¬ 
ings of the Association of Authors for Self-Pro¬ 
tection, at a Meeting Held at Washington, Sep¬ 
tember 31, 1882,” to which Holmes refers in the 
tenth chapter of A Mortal Antipathy. The manu¬ 
script as prepared for The Atlantic is in the Aid- 
rich papers, Harvard library. 

After “Our Hundred Days.” (Corrections 
and additions.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1888, vol. lxi, 
page 127. 

The manuscript, with the Riverside Press stamp 
dated Nov. 14,1887, is in the Aldrich papers, Har¬ 
vard library. 

(Agassiz, Louis. Minutes of the faculty of 
the Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
January 10, 1874.) 

A tribute to Agassiz is entered in the manu¬ 
script records of the faculty of the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology (Harvard) by Holmes and 
voted to be sent to Agassiz’s family. 

Agassiz’s Natural History of the United 
States of America. (Review.) 


Age of the Followers of Truth, To the. (A 
toast, at a dinner of the Boston Medical 
Association, November 8,1838.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 12, 1838, vol. XIX, page 299. 

At a dinner for Drs. James Jackson and John 
Collins Warren, given by the Boston Medical As¬ 
sociation, Holmes was called up by the toastmas¬ 
ter with “To the Young Men of the Profession.” 
He responded briefly with a toast “To the Age of 
the Followers of Truth.” 

(Alchemy.) 

See Astrology and Alchemy. 

(Allston, Washington.) Exhibition of Pic¬ 
tures Painted by Washington Allston, at 
Harding’s Gallery, School Street, 1839. 
(Review.) 

The North American Review, April 1840, vol. 

L, page 358. 

(American Academy of Arts and Sci¬ 
ences.) 

See 1846. (Episternal bones.) 

1847. (Smithsonian Institution.) 

1852. (Microscope, April, May, June.) 

1853. Relations of Poetry and Science, 

The. 

i860. Reflex Vision. 

1864. (Ware, Dr. John.) 

1878. (Clarke, Dr. Edward Hammond.) 

1879. (Bigelow, Dr. Jacob.) 

(Jackson, Dr. John Barnard Swett.) 
1882. (Reynolds, Dr. Edward.) 

1886. (Cabot, Dr. Samuel.) 

1891. (Bigelow, Dr. Henry Jacob.) 

Holmes was the recording secretary of this So¬ 
ciety for three years, 1845-1848; the manuscript 
records are in his hand, and public notices of meet- 
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ings appear over his signature. Contributions by 
Holmes are noted also in the Proceedings as fol¬ 
lows: vol. II, page 256, February 4, 1851, dis¬ 
cusses charcoal; vol. iii, page 193, May 8, 1855, 
exhibits a new microscope; page 332, October 14, 

1856, exhibits Indian relics from Pittsfield; page 
334, November 12, 1856, exhibits a section of 
hemlock and talks poetically on the age of it 
(used in The Autocrat); page 355, January 28, 

1857, speaks of ear wigglers and inquires about 
gas stoves; page 389, May 27, 1857, gets into a 
discussion of the nature of force. 

(American Copyright League.) 

See (International copyright). 

(American Medical Association, 1848.) Re¬ 
port of the Committee on Medical Litera¬ 
ture. (May 3, 1848.) 

Transactions of the American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation, 1848, vol. I, appendix, page [249J. 

(The same as an offprint.) See page 41. 

In a letter to Duyckinck, February 4 [20 .^1, 
1850 (Wilson collection, vol. ii, page 493), 
Holmes states that he wrote this report. The Bos¬ 
ton Medical and Surgical Journal (May 10, 1848, 
vol. xxxvni, page 310) calls it a “scathing review 
of American Medical literature,” and says the 

Doctor was employed nearly two hours in read¬ 
ing it. 

This report aroused not altogether favorable 
comment from the medical press, and to one at¬ 
tack Holmes wrote a reply. In the Southern Medi¬ 
cal and Surgical Journal (June 1848, new series 
vol. IV, pages 377-79), Dr. Paul F. Eve took par¬ 
ticular exception to Holmes’s slighting of South¬ 
ern medical journals. To this article Holmes re¬ 
plied in a long letter of self-defense and explana¬ 
tion, excerpts from which Dr. Eve printed, with 
running comment, in the August number of his 
journal (pages 506-11). See also “Dr. Holmes and 
Medical Literature,” by M. L. Marshall, Bulletin 
of the History of Medicine, May-June 1948, vol. 
xxn, pages 277-87, 


A report on the same subject, made the follow¬ 
ing year, was not written by Holmes, although he 
was again a member of the committee. 

American Medical Association. 1849. 

American Medical Association. Annual Meet¬ 
ing, Boston, Tuesday, May i, 1849. (Leaflet, 
signed by Holmes and six others.) 

Holmes signed as a member of the Committee 
of Arrangements; there is no evidence of his au¬ 
thorship, although as Dean of the Harvard Medi¬ 
cal School he was the logical host. (He was ill at 
the time of the meeting.) A copy is in the Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library. 

(American Medical Association, 1849.) 
The Views of the Medical Faculty of Har¬ 
vard University relative to the Extension 
of the Lecture Term. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1849). 

(American Medical Association, 1850.) 
Practical Views on Medical Education. 
Submitted to the American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation by the Faculty of Harvard Univer¬ 
sity, July 10, 1850. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1850). 

(American Medical Association, 1851.) 

See Microscopical Anatomy of the Bone. 

(American poets.) 

See (Poets and poetry. Fragment on American 
poets). 

Americanized European, The. 1854. 

Two lectures with this title were prepared for 
the lyceum season of 1854/55; the second was 
given only once. The manuscript of the first is in 
the Harvard Holmes collection in the bound vol¬ 
ume of miscellaneous manuscripts, page 13. The 
essay of the same title, q.v., 1875, bears no rela¬ 
tion to these lectures except in general subject. 
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For additional data, see Appendix 5; for the poem, 
see page 399, There is a weeping. 

Americanized European, The. (1875.) 
(Review of Dr, Edward H. Clarke’s Sex in 
Education, and The Building of a Brain.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1875, vol, xxxv, 
page 75. 

(Amory, William.) Memoir of William 
Amory, A.M. (Massachusetts Historical 
Society, June 13, 1889.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, 1887-89, vol. iv, 2d series (vol. xxiv of 
the whole series), page 414. 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection in the bound volume of miscellaneous 
manuscripts, page 575. It has been used as print¬ 
er’s copy and is dated (by the printer) “Dec. 
1888.” (Amory died September 9, 1888.) 

Anal.[ysis] of Statistical Articles. 

This title is listed in the manuscript notebook 
“Index-Memoranda” (Harvard Holmes Collec¬ 
tion); see (Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment, 1846). 

Analytical Notice, An. 

See (Dwight, Dr. Thomas). 

(Anesthesia. Letter to William T. G. Mor¬ 
ton, November 21, 1846, suggesting the 
terms “anaesthesia” and “anaesthetic.”) 

Some Account of the Letheon, or Who Was 
the Discoverer, by Edward Warren, 2d edi¬ 
tion, 2d issue, 1847, page 79. 

In the Warren pamphlet the term “letheon” is 
evidently preferred, to indicate “a process for the 
prevention of pain in surgical operations.” Special 
attention is called to the existence of two issues of 
the second edition of the Warren pamphlet: the 
title-pages in the two issues are identical; the 
earlier issue has only 49 pages and does not contain 
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Holmes s letter, while the other has 79 pages, with 
the letter on the last page, referred to without 
comment in the body of the pamphlet and only by 
a footnote on page 75, where the term is discussed. 
The Holmes letter has been reprinted many 
times; for example, in the Medical Record, New 
York, December 22, 1894, vol. xlvi , page 799, in 
The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 27, 1927, vol. cxcvii, page 1221, and re¬ 
cently by M. A. DeWolfe Howe in his Holmes of 
the BreahjasuTable , New York, 1939, page 64. 

(Anson Burlingame, A toast to.) 

See (Burlingame, Anson), 

Answers to Questions on New Hospital. 

Tliis title is listed in the manuscript notebook, 
“Index-Memoranda” (Harvard Holmes Collec¬ 
tion); no clue to its occasion has been discovered. 

(Appleton, T. G.) Thomas Gold Apple- 
ton. 

The Atlantic Monthly, June 1884, vol. liii, 
page 848. 

What appears to be a preliminary draft of this 
article is in the Harvard Holmes collection in the 
bound volume of miscellaneous manuscripts, 
page 713. TTie manuscript, as prepared for The 
Atlantic, is in the Aldrich papers. Harvard li¬ 
brary. 

(Army Medical Museum and Library.) 
Letter from Drs. Samuel D. Gross of Phil- 
idelphia; Austin Flint, Sr., of New York; 
and Oliver Wendell Holmes, of Boston, to 
the American Medical Association (on the 
need of a fire-proof building, 1883). (Amer¬ 
ican Medical Association, Cleveland, Ohio, 
June 6, 1883.) 

Journal of the American Medical Association, 
July 14, 1883, vol. I, page 3. 

Documents with Reference to Proposed Build¬ 
ing for the Army Medical Museum and Li- 
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brary of the Surgcon-Gcncral’s Office (1883). 
Senate Exec. Doc. No. 12, 48th Congress, ist 
Session, 1883, page 2. 

No external evidence of authorship has been 
found; but, if the whole letter was not written 
by Holmes, parts of it—particularly the fourth 
paragraph—might be his contribution. His 1883 
address for the Harvard Medical School centen¬ 
nial and his 1878 dedicatory address for the Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library express his admiration for 
John Shaw Billings, the director of the Army 
medical library and museum, emphasize the im¬ 
portance of the index, and underscore the value 
of medical journals. The same combination of 
points appears in this document. 

There is also a reference to the 1848 report on 
medical literature, of which Holmes was the au¬ 
thor. And Boston is conspicuously absent from 
the list of cities supposedly inspired to establish 
medical libraries by the example of the Surgeon- 
General’s Library, the implication being that Bos¬ 
ton was ahead of them all anyway. 

It seems not unlikely that Holmes wrote the 
report; but, since there is no external evidence 
of his authorship, this item must be regarded as 
doubtful. 

(Arnold, Sir Edwin.) The Light of Asia. 
(Review.) 

The International Review, October 1879, vol. 
vii, page 345. 

A letter to A, S, Barnes & Company from 

Holmes, dated October 2, 1879 (Yale University 

library), acknowledges the receipt of $225 for this 
article. 

Art of Authorship, The. 

See (Authorship, 1890). 

Association of Authors for Self-Protection. 

See After-Breakfast Talk, An. 

Astrology and Alchemy. 

The first of three lectures under the general 


title of “Scientific Mysticism,” given before the 
Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, 
Boston, February 2, 1842. A small part of this lec¬ 
ture was incorporated into “Homoropathy and Its 
Kindred Delusions.” The original manuscript of 
the lecture, entitled as above, is in the Harvard 
Holmes collection in the bound volume of mis¬ 
cellaneous manuscripts, page 77. See Appendix 5. 

(Atlantic Monthly, 1874.) A Letter from 
Dr. Holmes. (On the early days of The 
Atlantic Monthly, dated October 29, 1874.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1907, vol. c, 
page 715. 

(Atlantic Monthly, 1879.) Dr. Holmes’s 
Reminiscence. (The founding of The At- 
lantic Monthly and Lowell’s invitation to 
Holmes to contribute, being remarks by 
Holmes at the breakfast given him in cele¬ 
bration of his seventieth birthday, Decem¬ 
ber 3, 1879.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 4, 1879. 

The Atlantic Monthly, February 1880, vol. xlv, 
no. 268, supplement, page 5. 

Fifty Years among Authors, by J. C. Derby, 
New York, 1884, page 287. 

(Atlantic Monthly, 1889. Letter from 
Holmes, February 15, 1889, relating how 
Lowell urged Holmes to become a regu¬ 
lar contributor.) 

See (Lowell, James Russell, 1889). 

Audience, The. 

Lecture before the Boston Mercantile Library 
Association, February 23, 1853. See Appendix 5, 
For poem, sec page 324, The Hudson. 

(Author’s readings.) 

The bound volume of miscellaneous manu¬ 
scripts in the Harvard Holmes collection contains, 
at pages 871-915, the manuscript of the prose com- 
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ments with which Holmes prefaced his public 
reading of selections from his verse. This manu¬ 
script was evidently prepared for a reading in 
May or June 1879, for it describes “The Silent 
Melody” as his latest published poem, indicating 
that it is after August 1878 and before July 1879. 
A reference to an article in Scribner s Monthly for 
May 1879 further limits the date. It seems likely 
that this is the manuscript for Holmes’s talk be¬ 
fore the Thursday Club of New York, May i, 
1879, which is noted in the New-Yorl^ Tribune of 
May 9. In the account of the breakfast at the 
Century Club, the Tribune (May 6) indicates that 
for the Thursday Club Holmes had read some of 
his own poems. See pages 295, 319, 389, and 412. 

The same volume has also, at pages 919-22, 
927, fragments of similar comments for a public 
reading; these go together and can be dated Sep¬ 
tember 1877. In them, Holmes quotes an epi¬ 
taph from a Beverly gravestone and says he copied 
it “yesterday.” The same epitaph appears in his 
black notebook, page 135, with the notation 
“copied Aug. 31, 1877.” This reading was evi¬ 
dently one of a number arranged by Mrs. James 
T. Fields to take place during the summer in 
Beverly Farms, also for the benefit of the Old 
South Church. 

A third fragment in the bound volume, pages 
9 ^ 3 ‘^ 5 > introduces “Dorothy Q.” with an allusion 
to the portrait “which you see.” The portrait of 
Dorothy Quincy was displayed on the platform on 
several of the occasions when Holmes read the 
poem for the benefit of the Old South, in 1877, 
1879, 2ud 1880. 

A fourth fragment, including variant versions 
of some passages, appears at pages 929-41. The 
material reads like a general introduction, having 
to do with reading aloud, delivering and writing 
occasional poetry (with examples from literary 
history), and the character of the after-dinner 
rhymer. It is possible that it was intended as part 
of his 1872 lecture on “English Versification” 
(see “The Physiology of Versification,” page 478) 
rather than an author’s reading. 

Besides numerous readings for the Old South, 


Holmes also read for the Women’s Educational 
and Industrial Union (March 26, 1885), the Per¬ 
kins Institution for the Blind (March 3,1886), the 
Longfellow Memorial Fund (March 31, 1887), 
and the New England Conservatory of Music 
(June 15, 1887). The first of these is well reported 
in the Boston Daily Advertiser, March 27,1885. 

(Authorship, 1849. Advice to a young 
writer. Letter, July 30, 1849, to Ignatius 
Donnelly.) 

American Literature, March 1941, vol. xm, 
page 59. 


a Young 

Verse Writer. (Letter to Wolstan Dixey, 
1876.) 

The Trade of Authorship, by Wolstan Dixev, 
1889, page 29. 

(Authorship, 1883.) Proceedings of the As¬ 
sociation of Authors for Self-Protection. 

See After-Breakfast Talk, An. 


(Authorship, 1876.) Advice to 


(Authorship, 1884. Author’s royalty. Let¬ 
ter from Holmes, January 31, 1884.) 

The Critic, New York, February 9, 1884, vol. 
IV, page 61. 

(Authorship, 1890. Letter from Holmes, 
n.d.) 

The Art of Authorship, by George Bainton, 
London, 1890, page 207. 

(Autobiography.) 

Numerous references in newspapers and peri¬ 
odicals during the last two or three years of 
Holmes’s life indicate that he was dictating remi¬ 
niscences, which might perhaps be published after 
his death. The Philadelphia Public Ledger, Au¬ 
gust 31, 1892, in an editorial written by the son 
of Archdeacon Farrar, said: “Everyone will hail 
with delight the announcement that Dr. Holmes 
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is dictating his reminiscences.” Holmes wrote to 
Mrs. Fields on June 30, 1892 (Morse, vol. 11, 
page 319): ‘‘As for writing, when my secretary, 
Miss Gaudelet, comes back, I shall resume my 
dictation. No literary work ever seemed to me 
easier or more agreeable than living over my past 
life and putting it on record as well as I could. 
If anybody should ever care to write a sketch or 
Memoir of my life these notes would help him 
mightily. My friends too might enjoy them—if I 
do not have the misfortune to outlive them all.” 
Again in a letter, March 10, 1892, to Osgood, the 
publisher, as quoted in the catalogue of the W. H. 
Arnold sale of May 1901 (Boof^s and Letters, 
page 94, lot 375): ‘‘As to the reminiscences I am 
writing at them, but with no fixed intention of 
publishing during my life, or perhaps for the 
public at any time as they will stand in the manu¬ 
script. I am not prepared to make any arrange¬ 
ment about their disposition at present.” News¬ 
paper reporters who interviewed Holmes told 
the same story. Examples are the birthday inter¬ 
views reported in the Boston Daily Advertiser of 
August 20, 1892, and August 29, 1894, both in¬ 
terviews reprinted in the Advertiser of October 8, 
1894, page 8. 

Unfortunately, the reminiscences Holmes dic¬ 
tated to his secretary have not been located, al¬ 
though a small notebook in the Harvard Holmes 
collection contains a few sketchy notes. Morse in 
his Life and Letters of Holmes (vol. i, page 28) 
writes: 

It has been somewhat widely believed that 
Dr. Holmes, for some time prior to his death, 
had been engaged upon an autobiography. In 
point of fact he left only some disjointed notes 
and memoranda, in which he had not ad¬ 
vanced beyond the period of youth, nor even 
covered that period thoroughly and consecu¬ 
tively. They were dictated at odd moments, 
without method, connection, or revision. Nat¬ 
urally, therefore, they are rambling, dis¬ 
jointed, entirely fragmentary, and often over¬ 
lap and repeat each other. It might be re¬ 


garded as the biographer’s duty to treat them 
as material out of which to construct a nar¬ 
rative; but the charm of reminiscences of early 
days is gone when they lose the form of remi¬ 
niscences, and therefore I have decided to give 
these jottings, the amusement of an old man’s 
leisure hours, just as they were left by him, 
with some omissions but no changes. 

The autobiographical notes thus saved for the 
future by Morse are printed as chapter II of his 
book; but the originals which he had in his pos¬ 
session have disappeared, and it is not possible 
now to know how much was omitted. 

There are, however, indications that at one 
point The Atlantic Monthly hoped to get the 
reminiscences for publication. Horace E. Scud- 
der’s notebook for his editing of the magazine 
contains reminders to speak to both the Doctor 
and his son about it. 

There are also in existence some rather amus¬ 
ing autobiographical letters, including one in the 
Wilson collection (vol. 11, page 608), which is re¬ 
markable for its brevity. The Little Rock Arkan¬ 
sas Gazette, March 22, 1937, quotes (in a garbled 
fashion) one such piece provided by Holmes in 
1888. For this sketch, Holmes borrowed from the 
manuscript notebook referred to above. 

The earliest autobiographical writing is, of 
course, the brief sketch written by Holmes, in the 
record book of the class of ’29 (Harvard archives), 
page 383, at the time of his graduation. 

Autocrat (The) Gives a Breakfast to the 
Public. 

The Atlantic Monthly, December 1858, vol. ii, 

page 889; unsigned, contains the poem 
“Avis.” 

Autocrat (The) of the Breakfast Table. 

1831-32. 

The New-England Magazine, November 1831, 
vol. I, page 428; signed: O.W.H.; February 
1832, vol. II, page 134, no. II; unsigned. 
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Boston Commonwealth, July 25, 1891; also 
November 3, 1894. 

The Cornhill Booklet, February 1901, vol. i, 
page 235; with foreword by Alfred Bartlett. 

The Avon Booklet, London, August 1903, vol. 
h page 37* 

Oliver Wendell Holmes; Representative Selec¬ 
tions, edited by S. I. Hayakawa and Howard 
Mumford Jones, 1939, page 4^5. 

Autocrat (The) of the Breakfast-Table. 
(1857-58.) Riv. i. 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1857-Octo- 
ber 1858, vols. i and 11; unsigned. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, Boston, Phillips, Sampson and 
Company, 1858. See page 69. 

The Morgan Library has the manuscript (in¬ 
complete); see page 371. 

One perhaps ought to take note of a fifteen- 
minute radio adaptation by Dorothy C. Calhoun 
in One Hundred Non-Royalty One-Act Plays, 
edited by William Kozlenko, New York, 1940, 
page 762. 

Autocrat’s Theology, The. 

See (Theology). 


Autumn. 

Title of the third section of “The Seasons,” 
q.v. 

B 

(Barker, Dr. Fordyce. Letter, February 4, 
1885, from Holmes to Dr. Barker on the 
latter’s resignation as president of the New 
York Academy of Medicine.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
February 12,1885, vol. cxii, page 165. 

(Bartlett, Dr. Elisha, 1855.) The late Dr. 
Elisha Bartlett. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
August 16, 1855, vol. Liii, page 49; signed: 

O.W.H. 

(Bartlett, Dr. Elisha, 1873. Letter of ap¬ 
preciation, February 22,1873, addressed by 
Holmes to Dr. Cornelius Ray Agnew.) 

Harvard Medical Alumni Association Bulle¬ 
tin, January 1943, vol. xvii, page 34; in “Two 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Letters,” by Henry 
R. Viets, ’16. Also as offprint. 


(Autograph collecting. Letter, January 28, 
1864, replying to a request to write for a 
Sanitary Fair paper.) 

The Drum-Beat, Brooklyn, New York, Febru¬ 
ary 25, 1864, no. 4, page 3. 

(Autograph collecting. Proposed introduc¬ 
tion to a volume by Edward Bok describ¬ 
ing his autograph collection.) 

The Americanization of Edward Bok, 1920, 
page 207. 

Autopsy, An Account of an. 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1837). 


(Bartlett, Dr. John Stephen. Remarks by 
Holmes before the Boston Medical Asso¬ 
ciation, May 27,1836, regarding the expul¬ 
sion of Dr. Bartlett.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
June 15, 1836, vol. XIV, page 302. 


(Bartlett, Dr. John Stephen. Letter, June 
15, 1836, from Holmes, explaining the 
tenor of his remarks on Dr. Bartlett’s ex¬ 
pulsion.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 


June 22, 1836, vol. XIV, page 318; 
ment by the reporter. 


with com- 
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(Beecher, Henry Ward, 1864.) The Minis¬ 
ter Plenipotentiary. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1864, vol. xin, 
page 106; unsigned. 

A manuscript, probably the copy for The At¬ 
lantic, was sold at auction at the Mississippi Val¬ 
ley Sanitary Fair, St. Louis, October 1864; it is 
item 421 in the auction catalogue and is noted as 
the donation of James T. Fields. 


(Beecher, Henry Ward, 1887. Tribute by 
Holmes.) 

Beecher Memorial. Contemporaneous Tributes. 
Compiled and edited by Edward Bok, 1887, 
page I. 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection in the bound volume of miscellaneous 
manuscripts, page 629 (the pages are bound in 
reverse order, the manuscript beginning at page 

635)- 


(Bellevue Hospital College, New York.) 

See Young Practitioner, The. 

(Bellows, John, ca. 1877.) 

John Bellows, of Gloucestershire, England, was 
one of Holmes’s most eager correspondents. His 
letters to Holmes are in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection and in the Library of Congress. In a letter 
of April 4, 1879, Bellows says that he has used 
a letter from Holmes in connection with the 
pocket dictionary of French and English which 
he edited and printed. A copy of the second edi¬ 
tion, 1877, of the dictionary in the New York 
Public Library lacks some of the front matter 
where possibly Holmes’s letter is quoted. Other 
editions (the dictionary was many times reissued) 
have been examined, but the letter referred to has 
not been located. Bellows may have used it in an 
advertising leaflet. 


Benefactors of the Medical School of Har¬ 
vard University. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1850). 


(Berkshire Agricultural Society, 1849.) 

See (Ploughing match). 

(Bigelow, Dr. Henry Jacob, 1890.) Re¬ 
marks of Dr. O. W. Holmes. (Memorial 
meeting of the Boston Society for Medical 
Improvement, November 19, 1890.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
November 27, 1890, vol. cxxiii, page 506; 
also as offprint. 

A Memoir of Henry Jacob Bigelow, by R. M. 
Hodges, Boston, 1894, page 201. 

The manuscript and a revised typescript are in 
the Boston Medical Library. 

(Bigelow, Dr. Henry Jacob, 1891.) Henry 
Jacob Bigelow. (Memoir by Holmes. 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
May 26, 1891.) 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, 1890-91, vol. xxvi (new series 
vol. xvm), page 339. 

(The same, as an offprint.) See page 226. 

A Memoir of Henry Jacob Bigelow, by R. M. 
Hodges, Boston, 1894, page 183. 

An outline and two drafts of this are in the 

bound volume of miscellaneous manuscripts 

(pages 689, 691-99, 729-53), Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection. 

(Bigelow, Dr. Jacob, 1858.) Brief Exposi¬ 
tions of Rational Medicine, by Jacob Bige¬ 
low. (Review.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1858, vol. 
II. page 763. 

(Bigelow, Dr. Jacob, January 1879.) 

Holmes prepared a tribute to Bigelow for his 
medical class at Harvard. The Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal, January 16, 1879 (vol. c, 
page 98), in a notice of Bigelow, reported; 

His virtues and great abilities, perpetuated 
as they have been in two succeeding genera- 
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tions, called forth some eloquent remarks 
from Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, who oc¬ 
cupied his usual lecture hour on Friday last 
[January lO] with a tribute to the memory 
of the deceased, such as he alone is able to give. 

(Bigelow, Dr. Jacob, February 1879. Re¬ 
marks by Dr. O. W. Holmes. Massachusetts 
Historical Society, February 13,1879.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. From January to April, 1879 (In¬ 
clusive), page 40. (Title from wrapper.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, 1880, vol. xvn, page 40. 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection in the bound volume of miscellaneous 
manuscripts, page 639, 

(Bigelow, Dr. Jacob, May 1879.) Jacob 
Bigelow. (Memoir by Holmes. American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, May 27, 
1879.) 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, 1878-79, vol. xiv (new series 
vol. vi), page (333). 

An incomplete early draft and the final manu¬ 
script are in the bound volume of miscellaneous 
manuscripts in the Harvard Holmes collection. 
The final copy, misbound, appears at pages 669- 
87, 657-67. 

(Bigelow, Dr. Jacob, 1881.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

Border Lines of Knowledge in Some Prov¬ 
inces of Medical Science. An Introductory 
Lecture Delivered before the Medical Class 
of Harvard University, November 6, 1861. 
Rit/. ix, 209. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
November 14, 1861, vol. lxv, page 318; sum¬ 
marized. 


Border Lines of Knowledge, by Holmes, 1862. 
Medical Essays, by Holmes, 1883. 

A letter from Holmes, n.d., supplying a correc¬ 
tion for this essay, is printed in The Boston Medi¬ 
cal and Surgical Journal, March 20, 1862, vol. 
Lxvi, page 160. In both the magazine and book 
printing of the lecture, phaciudoscope was mis¬ 
spelled. 

(Boston Dispensary, 1837. Letter by 
Holmes to the managers, presented Octo¬ 
ber 16,1837.) 

A History of the Boston Dispensary, by Wil¬ 
liam Richards Lawrence, 1859, page 138. 
Boston Herald, October 9, 1894. 

The manuscript is on file in the office of the 
Dispensary. 

(Boston Dispensary, 1867. Report by 
Holmes.) 

Hie original report (in manuscript) is on file 
in the office of the Dispensary. A brief, nine-line 
extract is printed in Social Service Department of 
the Boston Dispensary, First Report, April, igii, 
page 8, Holmes not being named as the author. 

(Boston Medical Association.) 

See 1836. (Bartlett, Dr. John Stephen.) 

1838. Age of the Followers of Truth, To 
the. 

Teachers, To the. 

(Boston Medical Library Association, 
1878.) Medical Libraries. (Dedicatory ad¬ 
dress at the opening of the new building, 
December 3, 1878.) 

See Medical Libraries. 

(Boston Medical Library Association, May 
1881.) Presentation of the Portrait of Dr. 

J, B. S. Jackson. 

See (Jackson, Dr. Barnard Swctt, 1881). 
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Boston Medical Library Association, Octo¬ 
ber i88i. (Appeal for funds, signed by 
Holmes and seven others.) 

Boston Medical Library Association. October 
i88i. (Leaflet.) page i8i. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical lournal, 
November lo, i88i, vol. cv, page 457. 

(Boston Medical Library Association, 1884. 
Remarks by Holmes accepting a bust of 
Dr. J. Marion Sims for the Association, No¬ 
vember 25, 1884.) 

See (Sims, Dr. J. Marion), 

(Boston Medical Library Association, ca. 
1887. Appeal for funds.) 

The Harvard Holmes collection (bound vol¬ 
ume of miscellaneous manuscripts, page 571) has 
the manuscript draft of an appeal for funds, la¬ 
beled by Holmes: “TTis is a first, hasty draft of 

a letter to be sent to certain rich friends_" The 

letter is undated, but it alludes to the Association 
as having been in existence twelve years; the first 
public meeting of the Association was in 1875 

(the first meeting of any kind was on December 
21,1874). 

(Boston Medical Library Association, 
1889,) Address at the Formal Presentation 
of Dr. Holmes’s Medical Library, January 
29,1889. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
February 17, 1889, vol. exx, page 129. 

The same issue of The journal prints at page 
140 Holmes’s letter of January 23, 1889, on the oc¬ 
casion of his sending his books to the library. 

The manuscript of the address is in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection in the bound volume of 
miscellaneous manuscripts, page 277. 

(Boston Microscopical Society.) Address 
Delivered at the Annual Meeting of the 


Boston Microscopical Society. (April 27, 
1877.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
May 24. 1877, vol. xcvi, page 601. 

(The same, as an offprint.) See page 158. 

The manuscript in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection (in the bound volume of miscellaneous 
manuscripts, page 399 ) fiot tjuite complete. It 
has been used as printer’s copy. 

(Boston Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge.) 

Holmes was secretary for this Society in 1841- 
42, so that announcements of its programs appear 
in the newspapers over his name. 


(Boston Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge.) 

See Homoeopathy (1842). 


(Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment,* 1836.) Paper on Numerical System. 
(December 12, 1836.) 

The manuscript records of the Boston Society 
for Medical Improvement, vol. iii, page 16 (Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library), note under the date Decem¬ 
ber 12, 1836: “Dr. Holmes read an interesting 
refutation of the objections raised [.?j against the 
numerical system of investigating disease.” A 
manuscript notebook, labeled “Index-Memoran- 






---- 

here. Only prepared papers are noted. There is no 
attempt to provide any index to his spontaneous rc- 
marks or contributions to the regular discussions or 
to list his exhibits of pathological or anatomical speci¬ 
mens. The latter are listed in A Descriptive Catalogue 
of the Anatomical Museum of the Boston Society for 
Medical Improvement, by J. B. S. Jackson, MX) 
Boston, William D. Ticknor and Companv, 1847’ 
P^ges 4,113,185, 239, 242, 243. 291. 

Holmes was elected secretary of this Society on 
January 8, 1838; his reports occupy pages *’4-172 of 
the third volume of the"Societv s mL^us'eripA cord 

(Boston Medical Librar)-). ^ 
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da” (Harvard Holmes collection), lists among 
others the title “Paper on Numerical System.” 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1837. Account of an autopsy. October 23, 

1837.) 

The manuscript records of the Society, vol. iii, 
page 64, under the date of October 23, 1837, re¬ 
port: “Dr. H. also read a minute account of the 
autopsy of a body which had been entombed 11 
days. An examination had been previously made 
in a neighboring city [probably Providence]. The 
result of the first examination had been said to 
conflict with an opinion expressed by Dr H as to 
the nature of the disease founded on auscultic ex¬ 
ploration of the chest a month or two before 
death. The second autopsy however confirmed all 
that had been said and was in exact accordance 
with the physical signs. Dr H’s account of the 
morbid appearances was as full and minute as 
the other was loose and careless.” 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1837. Sketch of Parisian lecturers. Decern- 
ber 25, 1837.) 

The manuscript records of the Society, vol. in, 
page 72, report that on December 25, 1837, 
Holmes gave an “admirable” sketch of Parisian 
lecturers, and it was voted to have him continue 
his account. See also (Boston Society for Medi¬ 
cal Improvement, 1841. Sketches of .,. characters 
in Paris). 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1838. Account of case of cholera. July 23, 

1838.) 

The records of the Society note, under the date 
July 23, 1838, that Holmes read a paper on a case 
of cholera morbus (vol. in, page 129). The case 
is written up in considerable (and affecting) de¬ 
tail in the first of Holmes’s medical casebooks 
(Harvard Holmes collection), under the dates 
July i8 and 19, pages 24-31. 


(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1839. Medical observation, its uses and 
abuses. June ii, 1839.) 

The records of the Society, under the date 
June II, 1839, note that Holmes gave “an exceed¬ 
ingly interesting paper on medical observation, its 
uses and abuses” (vol. in, page 222). 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1839-) 

See Transcendental Anatomy. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1839.) Remarks on an Article on Typhoid 
Fever. (November ii, 1839.) 

The records of the Society, under the date 
November ii, 1839, note that Holmes contrib¬ 
uted to the current debate on the distinction be¬ 
tween typhoid and typhus fever (established in 
1835 by William Wood Gerhard of Philadelphia). 
The records, vol. in, page 255, do not give the im¬ 
pression that this was a prepared paper, but 
Holmes has listed it with other papers in the man¬ 
uscript notebook, “Index-Memoranda,” Harvard 
Holmes collection. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1841. Paper on giants. January 25,1841.) 

The records of the Society, under the date 
January 25, 1841, note that Holmes, after report¬ 
ing his visit to and examination of “Mr Freeman, 
the giant from the West,” read over “a list of some 
of the most remarkable giants of whom he had 
been able to find some account on record.” By 
Holmes’s arrangement, the giant appeared in per¬ 
son at the meeting later on in the evening (vol. 

IV, page 30). 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1841.) 

See (Episternal bones). 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
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1841. Sketches of . . . characters in Paris. 
November 8,1841.) 

The records of the Society, under the date No¬ 
vember 8, 1841, report that "Dr Holmes read a 
paper containing sketches of some of the princi¬ 
pal characters in Paris” (vol. iv, page 117). The 
manuscript for part of this paper is in the bound 
volume of miscellaneous manuscripts (page 6) 
in the Harvard Holmes collection. The manu¬ 
script IS undated, but internal evidence makes it 
plain that it is the one for this report rather than 
for the paper Holmes gave on the same subject 
in 1837 (December 25), q.v. There is a reference 
to the recent death of Laurent Biett (d. 1840) and 
to its being twenty years since Alfred Louis Vel¬ 
peau came to Paris. This manuscript is quoted 
frequently in Amiable Autocrat, 1947, chapters 
7 and 8; see also the index. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1842. Catalogue of the library. June 13, 
1842.) 

(Leaflet.) See page 31. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1842. Report on Rules for the library. Sep¬ 
tember 12,1842.) 

The records of the Society indicate that Holmes 
drew up the rules to govern the use of the library, 
which set of rules he first presented on August 8 
(vol. IV, page 179), the report being laid over at 
this meeting and the next and voted on with 
amendments on September 12 (vol. iv, page 185). 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1842. Report on case of hypertrophy of the 
heart. November 14, 1842.) 

The records of the Society note, under the date 
November 14, 1842, that Holmes read an account 
of a case of hypertrophy of the heart, illustrated 
with pathological specimen (vol. iv, page 201). 
The records also note that the case is “on file.” 
No separate manuscript has been found. Holmes*s 


daily observations on the patient (G, W. Coffin) 
are in the first of his casebooks. Harvard Holmes 
collection, pages 62-63. 82-87. and on notes laid 
in, one note being in the hand of J. B. S. Jackson. 
At page 86, there is an entry reading: “see records 
of Med. Soc. of Obs. ,r/V, Case on file." Holmes 
did not belong to the Boston Society for Medical 
Observation; his note is probably a slip of the 
pen, the Parisian Societe mcdicale d’observation, 
to which he had belonged, being in his mind. A 
record of the case appears also in the manuscript 
books of J. B. S. Jackson, vol. in, page 736, Har¬ 
vard Medical School Library. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1843. ) 

See Contagiousness (The) of Puerperal Fever. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1844. Report on the library. March 1/ 

1844. ) 

The records of the Society, under the date 
March II, 1844, note that Holmes “presented a 
written report” on the library (vol. iv, page 331). 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement 

1845. ) 

See Hydrophobia. 

Illustrations of Tumors among the Chinese. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1846. Report on the library. January 26, 
1846.) 

The records of the Society, under the date Jan¬ 
uary 26, 1846, note that Holmes presented the 

report of the committee on the library (vol v 
page 153). 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1846. Paper on medical statistics. May n’ 

1846.) ’ 

yie records of the Society (vol. v, page 184), 
under the date May ir. 1846, note that Holmes 
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presented a paper on medical statistics in which 
he compared the annual reports of the Registrar- 
General of Great Britain (William Farr) with the 
Boston Bills of Mortality. His paper was largely 
a review of the third, fourth, and fifth reports of 
the Registrar-General. Some of Holmes’s notes 
for this report are in his own copy of The New 
England Quarterly Journal of Medicine and Sur¬ 
gery. The manuscript, incomplete, is in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. The bound volume of 
manuscripts in the same collection contains at 
page 10.^1 an analytical review of the September 
number of the Journal of the Statistical Society, 
London, 1843, vol. vii, which may have been part 
of this paper. 

The subject of vital statistics was one that in¬ 
terested Holmes, no doubt because of his training 
under Louis. In 1844, served as one of 

three on a committee appointed by the Massachu¬ 
setts Medical Society to study the state’s reports 
on vital statistics. The committee’s report and cir¬ 
cular urging that fuller records be kept is in Medi¬ 
cal Communications of the Massachusetts Medi¬ 
cal Society, vol. vii, appendix, pages 47, 49-66. 
(The report was also issued separately.) In the 
same year he served on a committee to correct the 
figures on insanity among Negroes, Medical 
Communications, vol. vir, appendix, pages 83, 
90-95. 

(Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1846. Paper on microscopes. November 23, 
1846.) 

The records of the Society note, under the date 
November 23, 1846, that Holmes read a paper on 
microscopes and demonstrated various kinds (vol. 
v, page 231). 

(Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment.) 

See 1847. Case of Malformation. 

1848, 1851. Microscopical Anatomy of the 
Bone. 

1852. (Microscope, April, June, 1852.) 


1857. Rectus Sternalis Muscle, The. 

1858. (Groux, Eugene.) 

1890. (Bigelow, Dr. Henry Jacob, 1890.) 

Boston Society of Natural History. 

See (Microscope, 1853, 1857, 1862). 

(Boston Society of Natural History, 1891. 
Letter from Holmes read at the Storer me¬ 
morial meeting, December i6,1891.) 

See (Storer, Dr, David Humphreys, 1891). 

(Boston Young Men’s Congress, 1879.) 

See (Taylor, Bayard). 

(Bowditch, Dr. Henry Ingersoll. Tribute, 
letter, by Holmes. Suffolk District Medical 
Society, March 16,1892.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Au¬ 
gust 25, 1892, vol. cxxvii, page 183. 

Henry Ingersoll Bowditch, Memorial Meeting 
(1892), page 25 (offprint from above). 

(Boylston Medical School, March 1854.) 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1854). 

(Boylston Medical Society, 1844.) The 
Position and Prospects of the Medical Stu¬ 
dent. 

See Position (The) and Prospects of the Medi¬ 
cal Student. 

Boylston Prize Dissertations. 

This is the general title Holmes gave to his 
three prize-winning essays when he collected 
them in 1837. See (Direct Exploration); (Inter¬ 
mittent fever); (Neuralgia). 

Bread and the Newspaper. Riv. viii, /• 

TTie Atlantic Monthly, September 1861, vol. 

vni, page 346; unsigned. 

Soundings from the Atlantic, by Holmes, 1864. 

A manuscript of this, probably the one prepared 
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for The Atlantic, was sold at auction at the Mis¬ 
sissippi Valley Sanitary Fair, St. Louis, October 
1864; it is item 421 in the auction catalogue and is 
noted as the donation of James T. Fields. 

(Brewer, Gardner.) A Tribute to the Mem¬ 
ory of the Late Gardner Brewer. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, October 5, 1874. 

In Memoriam ... Gardner Brewer, 1874, 8- 

(Brownell, Henry Howard.) Our Battle 
Laureate. 

The Atlantic Monthly, May 1865, vol. xv, page 
589; unsigned. 

Our Battle-Laureate, by Holmes (Boston, 1912. 

An extract as an advertising leaflet). See 
page 259. 

(Browning, Robert, 1853.) 

A lecture devoted in part to Browning was 
given before the Lowell Institute, Boston, April 
^ 9 ’ *S 53 > of 3 series on the English poets of 
the nineteenth century. Sec Appendix 5. For 
poem, see page 267. 

(Browning, Robert, 1891.) Brief extract 
from a letter of regret for the dinner of the 
Boston Browning Society, May 7, 1891.) 

The Critic, New York, May 16, 1891, new 
series, vol. xv, page 269. 

(Bryant, William Cullen. Letter, April 21, 
1853, on a resemblance between Shelley’s 
“Swan” ,in “Alastor”] and Bryant’s “Water 

Fowl,” addressed by Holmes to the New 
Yort{ Evening Post.) 

New York Evening Post, April 22, 1853. 

Boston Evening Transcript, April 23, 1853. 

The Post of April 19 had protested against 
Holmes’s having implied unintentionally, as 
Holmes’s letter explains, that Bryant had bor¬ 
rowed from Shelley. (The protest in his news¬ 
paper was not prompted by Bryant himself, who 


was then abroad.) Holmes's remarks on the two 

poems were made in his Lowell lecture on Slicl- 
ley; sec Appendix 5. 

(Burlingame, Anson. Letter, with senti¬ 
ment, November 21, 1856, for the Burlin¬ 
game banquet, Boston, November 24 
1856.) 

Boston Chronicle, November 25, 1856. 

The toast proposed in the letter is expressive 
of the Union-saving” sentiments for which a 
year earlier Holmes had been severely criticized 
when he uttered them in his New England Socie¬ 
ty address. (See also page 414, Washington, 1856.) 

(Burns, Robert, 1859. Letter, November 27, 
1858, from Holmes, and sentiment for the 
Burns celebration in New York, January 

25, 1859.) 

Boston Evening Transcript, January 27, 1859; 
the sentiment only. 

The Centennial Birth-day of Robert Burns, 

New York, January 25, 1859 (published 
i860), page 50. 

(Burton, Richard Francis.) 

See Pillow-Smoothing Authors. 

(Byron.) 

A lecture devoted in part to Byron was given 
before the Lowell Institute, Boston, March 25, 
1853, one of a series on the English poets of the’ 
nineteenth century. See Appendix 5. For poems 
see pages 328 and 351 (Moore, 1853). 

c 

(Cabot, Dr. Samuel.) Samuel Cabot, M.D. 
(Memoir by Holmes. American Academy 
ot Arts and Sciences, January 13,1886.) 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, 1885-86, vol. xxi (new series 
vol. xiii), page 5,7, with the statement on 
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page 511 that the tribute was presented by 
Holmes, January 13, 1886. 

The manuscript notes for this paper, in the 
Harvard Holmes collection, are dated Monday 
Nov. 9 [18851. 

Caius Memmius, Speech of. 

See (Harvard College, 1828). 

(Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1875.) 

See Old Cambridge, page 362. 

(Campbell, Thomas.) 

A lecture devoted in part to Campbell was 
given before the Lowell Institute, Boston, March 
22, 1853, one of a series on the English poets of 
the nineteenth century. See Appendix 5. 


script Case Book I, Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection.) 

Journal of the Indiana State Medical Associa¬ 
tion, October 1941, vol. xxxiv, page 558; in 
Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes Some Unpub¬ 
lished Medical Case Records,” by Clement 
L. Poston, M.D. 

(The same, as a reprint, page 7.) 

There are four manuscript casebooks in the 
Harvard Holmes collection. 

(Cases of dissection wounds.) 

See Dissection Wounds, Cases of. 

(Cells.) 

See Microscopical Anatomy of the Bone. 


(Carriage Builders’ National Association. 
Letter from Holmes, October 18, 1880, re¬ 
gretting his inability to attend the Chicago 
meeting of the Association.) 

Eighth Annual Report of the Carriage-Build¬ 
ers’ National Association, for the year 1880- 
81, page 48. 

Harper s New Monthly Magazine, March 
1881, vol. Lxii, page 639. 


Case of Malformation. Read before the 
Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
February 22, 1847. 


The Boston Medical and Surgical 
March 3, 1847, vol. xxxvi, page 92; 
dated: Boston, February 1847. 


Journal 

unsigned 


y 


The Journal announces the article and names 
Holmes as the author in the issue of February 24, 
1847 (vol. XXXVI, page 87); Holmes has initialed 
the article in his copy of The Journal of March 3. 
The paper is reported in the manuscript records 
of the Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
vol. v, page 255. 


(Case records. A selection from the manu- 


(Chambered Nautilus, The.) 

For reference to Holmes’s letter to Sir William 
Osier, January 21, 1889, on “The Chambered 
Nautilus” and the essay on puerperal fever, see 
under ‘‘Chambered Nautilus,” at page 289. 

(Charles River Basin.) The Committee on 
Physiology. 

A proof slip with the above heading is in the 
Harvard Holmes collection; it is an undated let¬ 
ter to the Boston Advertiser quibbling over the 
use of the word “lung” as applied to the open 
spaces in a city. Holmes has endorsed this slip- 
“Did not print this.” 

(Charles River Basin.) The Proposed Fill¬ 
ing of Charles River. (Remarks of Holmes 
at an adjourned hearing at the State House 
in Boston, November 8, 1869.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, November 9, 1869. 
The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, No¬ 
vember 18, 1869, vol. Lxxxi (new series vol. 
iv), page 278. 

Manuscript material and correspondence relat¬ 
ing to this project, about which Holmes was evi- 
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dently much agitated^ are in the Harvard Holmes 
collection. 

(Chase, Mary. Letter from Holmes, June 3, 
1881, concerning the case of Mary Chase, 
recounted in the records of the First 
Church of Roxbury, Massachusetts, ca. 
1635; Holmes’s letter was read at the cen¬ 
tennial dinner of the Massachusetts Medi¬ 
cal Society, June 8, 1881.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, June 
23, 1881, vol. CIV, page 593. 

Mr. Lane’s Chester Miracle, edited by Thomas 
Hughes, 1882, page 10. See page 187. 

Medical Communications of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, Proceedings, 1881, vol. xir, 
page 239. 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, June 9, 1904, vol. xxxviii (2d series 
vol. xviii), page 346. 

(Chess banquet, May 31,1859.) 

See (Morphy, Paul). 

Chief End of Man, The. 

Lecture before the Mishawum Literary Asso¬ 
ciation, Charlestown, Massachusetts, November 
16, 1858. See Appendix 5. For poem, see page 279. 

Cholera, Case of. 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement 
1838). 

(Christian Fraternity.) 

See (Unitarian Festival, 1882). 

(Cincinnati Fair, December 1863.) 

See Questions in Natural History. 

Cinders from the Ashes. Riv. viii, 259. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1869, vol. xxiii, 
page 115; unsigned. 
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Pages from an Old Volume of Life, by Holmes, 
1883. 

Cities. 

Lecture, probably delivered before the Boston 
Lyceum, 1838/39. See Appendix 5. 

Claims of Dentistry, The. An Address at 
the Commencement Exercises of the Den¬ 
tal Department in Harvard University, 
February 14, 1872. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

February 29, 1872, vol. lxxxvi (new series 
vol. ix), page 133. 

The Claims of Dentistry, by Holmes, Boston, 
Rand, Avery & Co., 1872. See page 144. 

The Claims of Dentistry, by Holmes. Reprinted 

by the College of Dentistry, University of 
Minnesota (1923.?). 

(Clarke, Dr. Edward Hammond, 1873.) 

Sex in Education, by Edward H. Clarke. 
(Review.) 

The Adantic Monthly, December 1873, vol. 
xxxii, page 737; unsigned. 

See also Americanized European, The. (1875.) 

(Clarke, Dr. Edward Hammond, 1877.) 

Edward Hammond Clarke. (Tribute bv 
Holmes.) ^ 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 5, 1877 

Visions, by Edward H. Clarke, 1878, page xiii; 

prefaced by additional remarks by Holmes! 
See page 170. 

(Clarke, Dr. Edward Hammond, 1878.) 
Edward Hammond Clarke. (Obituary. 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences.) 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 

and Sciences, 1878, vol. xii. (new series vol. 
v), page 437. 

The evidence for claiming this as by Holmes 
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IS that the writer shows intimate knowledge of 
Clarke’s fatal illness and of the manuscript of the 
book Visions, which Holmes saw through the 
press. 

(Clarke, James Freeman, 1875.) Exotics, 
by J. F. C. and L. C. (Review.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1875, vol. 
XXXVI, page 356. 

(Clarke, James Freeman, 1883. Remarks 
by Holmes introducing Dr. Clarke as 
speaker at the Unitarian festival, May 31, 
1883.) 

The Christian Register, Boston, June 7, 1883, 
vol. Lxii, page 361. 

(Clarke, James Freeman, 1888.) Tribute to 
Dr. Clarke. (Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, June 14, 1888.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1887-89, vol. IV, 2d series (vol. xxiv of 
the whole series), page 144. 

(Class of 1829.) 

See Part II, page 412, for note of Holmes’s re¬ 
marks on the class and politics, 1861. 

Clinic of Dr. Firmin, The. 

This title was used for an excerpt from 
Holmes s Scholastic and Bedside Teaching” in 
The Brown and Blue, published by the class of 
1918, Tufts College Medical School, 1918, page 
105. 

Coffee, On the use of. 

See On the use of Coffee etc—Dyspepsia. 

(Coleridge, Samuel Taylor.) 

A lecture on Coleridge was given before the 
Lowell Institute, Boston, April i, 1853, one of a 
series on the English poets of the nineteenth cen¬ 
tury. See Appendix 5. For poem, see page 293. 


(Coles, Abraham. Tribute, letter, by 
Holmes, June 9,1891.) 

Abraham Coles, edited by Jonathan Ackerman 
Coles, 1892, page 46, and at the end in an un¬ 
paged section headed “Critics and Criticism.” 


(Color chart.) 

In the Harvard Medical School Library is a 
crudely made revolving disk with triangular 
apertures in which the colors orange, blue, and 
yellow appear when the gadget is rotated. The 
object is twice endorsed “Lecture 77,” with one 
endorsement altered to “78.” A typewritten slip 
reads: “Made by Oliver Wendell Holmes and 
transmitted from him to H. P. Bowditch, with the 
condition that whenever shown the maker be 
mentioned.” The object may have been turned 
over to Bowditch when he joined the faculty as 
assistant professor of physiology in 1871 or when 
he became a full professor and head of the de¬ 
partment. 


Contagiousness (The) of Puerperal Fever. 
Read before the Boston Society for Medical 
Improvement, February 13, 1843. tx, 
/oj. 


The New England Quarterly Journal of Medi¬ 
cine and Surgery, April 1843, vol. i, page 503. 
(The same, as an offprint.) See page 33. 

The American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
July 1843, new series vol. vi, page 260 (an 
abstract). 


Puerperal Fever as a Private Pestilence, by 
Holmes, 1855; with long introduction and 
two pages of “Additional References and 
Cases.” See page 34. 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, with Other Addresses and Essays by 
Holmes, 1861, page 225; with the introduc¬ 
tion and additions, the whole preceded by a 
half-title, “Puerperal Fever as a Private 
Pestilence,” but the running title is The 
Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever. 
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Medical Essays, by Holmes, 1883; with the in¬ 
troduction and additions. 

(Correspondence.) 

In November 1887, Holmes had printed a 
small four-page leaflet explaining that because 
of impaired eyesight he was no longer able to 
answer, personally, all the letters addressed to 
him. He frequently used this form letter, often 
adding, in his own hand, a brief note on the 
blank half of the leaflet. In January 1889 he re¬ 
printed the note with additional words, and in 
1893 he printed a similar message on a small card. 
Descriptions of these are at pages 211 and 244. 

Crime and Automatism. With a Notice of 
M. Prosper Despine’s “Psychologie Na- 
turelle.” Riv. vin, 322. 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1875, vol. xxxv, 
page 466. 

(The same, as an offprint.) See page 151. 

Pages from an Old Volume of Life, by Hoi mes, 
1883. 

Critics and Criticism, 

Lecture delivered during the season of 1855/56. 
A revise of “Literary Tribunals.” See Appendix 5. 

Cry from the Study, A. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January i886, vol. lvii, 

page 91; under the general title: “The New 
Portfolio.” 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical 
Science. An Address before the Massachu¬ 
setts Medical Society, May 30, i860. Riv. iv, 

Boston Journal, May 31, i860; abstract by 
Holmes. 

Medical Communications of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, i860, vol. ix (2d series vol. 
v), page 305. 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, by Holmes, i860. (Offprint from 
above.) See page 86. 


Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, with Other Addresses and Essays, by 
Holmes, 1861. 

Medical Essays, by Holmes, 1883. 

Ives s bibliography of Holmes, page 99, reprints 
from The Boston Medical and Surgical journal of 
June 7> i860, a note regarding erroneous reports 
in the newspapers of Holmes’s address and 
Holmes s letter of June 4, disclaiming all accounts 
except the abstract in the Boston journal, which 
he had prepared himself. The letter appeared in 
The Boston Medical and Surgical journal, vol, 
Lxn, page 390. 

For information about the Society’s censure of 
this address, see page 87. 

In the preface (page 5) to the 1861 edition of 
this address, Holmes refers to some rounding "off 
at its edges” of the story of Massasoit and adds 

that “in other respects the Discourse has hardly 
been touched.” 

D 

(Dana, Richard Henry.) Remarks by Dr. 

O. W. Holmes. (Massachusetts Historical 
Society, January 12,1882.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, 1882, vol. xix, page 197. 

The manuscript has recently been added to the 
Harvard Holmes collection. 

(Dane Law School.) 

See (Harvard Law School, 1845). 

(Danforth, Dr. Samuel.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

(Daniels, George F. Letter to, by Holmes, 
Boston, June 1879.) 

The Huguenots in the Nipmuck Country, by 
George F. Daniels, Boston, 1880 (copyright 
1879). Holmes’s letter, used as an introduc¬ 
tion, page X. A brief extract from another 
letter, July 8, 1875, page 84. See page 177. 
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(Dante. Remarks by Holmes in support of 
a resolution concerning the observance, in 
the city of Florence, of the 6ooth anniver¬ 
sary of the birth of Dante. Massachusetts 
Historical Society, May ii, 1865.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1864-65, vol. vni (published 1866), 
page 277. 

(Dartmouth Medical School, 1839, 1840.) 

The manuscript records of the Dartmouth Med¬ 
ical School faculty (Baker Memorial Library, 
Dartmouth College) make it plain that Holmes 
was to prepare the circular for the 1839 session. 
A receipt, dated Oct. 28th 1840, and signed by 
Holmes, acknowledges “Three dollars on account 
of Advertising Incidentals of last year’’ from O. P. 
Hubbard of the Dartmouth staff. (The receipt is 
in the Boston Medical Library.) It seems likely 
that Holmes prepared the circular for 1840, too, 
and also any newspaper announcements of the 
school. 

(Dartmouth Medical School. Introductory 
lectures, 1839,1840.) 

The autograph manuscripts of these two lec¬ 
tures are in the Harvard Holmes collection. The 
Dartmouth records do not reveal the exact dates 
when they were delivered, but it is probable that 
the first was on August 7, 1839, and the second 
on August 6, 1840. The first is quoted in Amiable 
Autocrat, 1947, page 156. 

(Dartmouth Phi Beta Kappa, July 28, 
1858.) The Relations of Poetry and Science. 

See Relations of Poetry and Science, The. 

(Darwin, Charles Robert.) A Probable Er¬ 
ror. (In Darwin’s Descent of Man.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
January 10, 1878, vol. xcviii, page 59. 

(Davis, George Thomas.) Remarks by Dr. 


Holmes. (Massachusetts Historical Society, 
October ii, 1877.) 

(Massachusetts Historical Society) October 
Meeting, 1877, page 310. (No title-page, 
plain wrappers.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1876-77, vol. XV (published 1878), 
page 310. 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection. 

Debut, The. 

The New-England Magazine, March 1832, vol. 
II, page 225; signed: O. W, H. 

Contains a poem of two stanzas, beginning “I 
cannot say if truth there be.” 

Dedicatory Address at the Opening of the 
New Building and Hall of the Boston Med¬ 
ical Library Association, 1878. 

See Medical Libraries. 

Dental Cosmos, The: A Monthly Record 
of Dental Science. (Review.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
March ii, 1869, vol. lxxx (new series vol. 
hi), page 99; signed O. W. H. Feb. 4, 1868, 

(Dentistry. Letter to the New York Odon- 
tological Society addressed to Dr. Norman 
W. Kingsley, and <lated January 22, 1886, 
referring in half-humorous fashion to the 
dental troubles, real or imagined, of King 
David, George Washington, and Walter 
Savage Landor.) 

Souvenir of the New York Odontological So¬ 
ciety, 1886, page II. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 12, 1886. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Feb¬ 
ruary 18, 1886, vol. cxiv, page 164. 

(Despine, Prosper.) 

See Crime and Automatism. 
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(Destiny. Remarks at the Radical Club, 
Boston, after hearing Professor Peirce's dis¬ 
course, “The Impossible in Mathematics.") 

Sketches and Reminiscences of the Radical 
Club, Boston, edited by Mrs. John T. Sar¬ 
gent, 1880, page 377. 

(Dickens. Toast to the Rev. Caleb Stetson, 
at the dinner given to Charles Dickens by 
the young men of Boston. February i, 
1842.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 1842. 

Boston Post, February 3, 1842. 

Report of the Dinner Given to Charles Dick¬ 
ens, in Boston, February i, 1842; reported 
by Thomas Gill and William English, 1842, 
page 53. 

A letter of December 6, 1841, asked Holmes 
to preside at this dinner; he evidently refused. A 
letter of December 27 asked him to serve as a vice- 
president, which office he accepted, supplying a 
song and the brief toast to Stetson. (These let¬ 
ters have recently been added to the Harvard 
Holmes collection.) See page 298 for Holmes’s 
song for the occasion. 

Diet of Man, The. 

See Natural Diet of Man, The. 

(Direct Exploration.) On the Utility and 
Importance of Direct Exploration in Medi¬ 
cal Practice. (Boylston Prize Dissertation 
for 1836.) 

Library of Practical Medicine, 1836, vol. vii; 
with half-title: “Dissertations on the Ques¬ 
tion: How Far are the External Means of 
Exploring the Condition of the Internal Or¬ 
gans to be Considered Useful and Important 
in Medical Practice.?” See page 23. 

Boylston Prize Dissertations for the Years 1836 
and 1837, by Holmes, 1838. See page 28. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of 


December 14, 1836 (vol. xv, page 301), prints a 
letter (dated “Dec. 1836”) from Holmes correct¬ 
ing an error in the first of these printings. The 
correction, along with a number of other revi¬ 
sions, is made in the second printing. 

Dissection Wounds, Cases of, 

A manuscript (six folio sheets folded), in the 
Harvard Holmes collection, is a tabulated record 
of the symptoms and progress of infections result¬ 
ing from such injuries. The manuscript is un¬ 
dated; but, since it includes regular patients as 
well as medical students and doctors so injured, 
it probably antedates 1846 when Holmes retired 
from the practice of medicine. 

Dissertation on Acute Pericarditis. 

See (Acute Pericarditis). 

Dr. Holmes’s Reminiscence. 

See (Adantic Monthly, 1879). 

Doings of the Sunbeam. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1863, vol. xii, page 
i; unsigned. 

Soundings from the Atlantic, by Holmes, 1864. 
See page 123. 

The manuscript used as printer’s copy for The 
Atlantic is in the collection of Mr. P. D. Howe. 

(Donne, Dr. Alfred.) Mothers and In¬ 
fants, Nurses and Nursing, Translated 
from the French of Dr. Al. Donne. (Re- 
view.) 

The Adamic Monthly, May 1859, vol. iii, page 
645; unsigned. 

(Draper, John William.) Draper's Physi¬ 
ology.—A Review. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Oc¬ 
tober 23, 1856, vol. Lv, page 237; signed: 

O.W.H. 
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(Durand, Alice.) 

See (Greville, Henry). 

(Dwight, Dr. Thomas.) Dr. Dwight’s 
Prize Essay: An Analytical Notice. (Re¬ 
view of Dwight’s The Identification of the 
Human Skeleton.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
September 12, 1878, vol. xcix, page 347; 
signed: O.W.H. 

Dyspepsia. 

See On the use of Coffee etc 

E 

(Ear, Anatomy of.) 

A brief account of the anatomy of the human 
car is prefixed to the essay on the Music Hall or¬ 
gan, “The Great Instrument,” q,v. 

(Edwards, Jonathan.) Jonathan Edwards. 
Riv. via, ^61. 

The International Review, July 1880, vol. ix, 
page I. 

(The same, as an offprint.) See page 179. 
Sketches and Reminiscences of the Radical 
Club, Boston, edited by Mrs. John T. Sargent, 
1880, page 362; in part only. 

Pages from an Old Volume of Life, by Hoi mes, 
1883. 

The Harvard Holmes collection has the manu¬ 
script notes used in the preparation of this paper. 

The paper was evidcndy presented to the Radi¬ 
cal Club before it was printed in The Internation¬ 
al Review. The excerpts in Sl^etches and Reminis¬ 
cences of the Radical Club are prefaced (page 
362) with a letter, dated March 31, 1880, in which 
Holmes speaks of having the essay in progress 
and being prepared to “baste” it together for de¬ 
livery in two or three weeks, if the members are 
interested. 


(Egypt-) 

There is a manuscript (two pages) in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection on this subject; it seems 
designed to interest people in subscribing to an 
archaeological expedition and may possibly have 
been written at the instigation of Charles Eliot 
Norton at some time in the i88o*s. It has not been 
found in print. 

Elizabeth’s Conduct toward Mary Queen 
of Scots. (Debate.) 

See (Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachu¬ 
setts, 1825. The Social Fraternity.) 

Elliotson’s Principles and Practices of Med¬ 
icine. 

See (Stewardson, Dr. Thomas). 

(Ellis, Dr. Calvin. Tribute by Holmes. Suf¬ 
folk District Medical Society, January 9, 
1884.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Feb¬ 
ruary 14, 1884, vol. cx, page 155. 

(Ellis, Dr. Calvin.) The Late Dr. Calvin 
Ellis. (Tribute prepared by Holmes at the 
request of the medical faculty of Harvard 
University and presented at the meeting of 
February 2,1884.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Feb¬ 
ruary 14, 1884, vol. cx, page 166. 

The tribute is copied in full in the manuscript 
records of the medical faculty, February 2, 1884, 
vol. IV, page 102. 

Elsie Venner. Rit/. v. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January i860 to April 
1861, vols. v to vii; unsigned, with tide: “Tlie 
Professor’s Story.” 

Elsie Venner, by Holmes, 1861. See page 99. 

A dramatized version of Elsie Venner was pro¬ 
duced at the Boston Tlieatre, May 17, 1865 (sec 
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illustrations opposite). An abridgment of the 
novel, in French, is in Rei'ue des deux mondes, 
Paris, 15 juin, i juillct, 1861, 2^ periodc, tom. 33, 
page 930, tom. 34, page 67, signed E.-D. Forgues. 
For additional data relating to the play and the 
translation, see pages ror and 102. 

(Emerson, 1882.) Tribute to Ralph W. 
Emerson. (Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, May II, 1882.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 13, 1882. 
Tributes to Longfellow and Emerson by the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, A. 
Williams and Co., 1882, page 39. 

Proceedings of the Nfassachusetts Historical 
Society, 1882, vol. xix, page 303. 

(Emerson, 1883.) The Poetry of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. (Nineteenth Century 
Club, New York, April 17,1883.) 

New York Herald, April 18, 1883. 

New-York Tribune, April 18,1883. 

The Critic, New York, April 23, 1883, vol. iii, 
page 185 (a portion only). 

Holmes made this lecture the basis of chapter 
14 of his life of Emerson, preserving the Tribune 
report of it in his notebooks for the life (Harvard 
Holmes collection). 

(Emerson, 1884.) Riv. xiv. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, by Holmes, 1885 (pub¬ 
lished December 1884). See page 199. 

The manuscript notebooks for this book are in 
the Harvard Holmes collection. The Library of 
Congress has other notes and the original manu¬ 
script, which differs from the printed text. 

Emerson. (1889.) 

Chambers’s Encyclopedia, new edition, 1889, 
vol. IV, page 323. 

Emerson, by Holmes, 1889. (Reprinted from 
Chambers’s Encyclopedia.) See page 222. 

Outlines for, and two rough drafts of, this are 


in the Harvard Holmes collection in the bound 
volume of miscellaneous manuscripts, pages 58^- 
627. 

English Poets of the Nineteenth Century. 

1853- 

Twelve lectures on this subject were first given 
before the Lowell Institute, Boston, March 22 to 
April 29, 1853. The lectures were as follows; 

I. Rogers, Campbell, and'Montgomery, 

II. Byron and Moore. 

III. Scott and Macauley. 

I\’. Coleridge. 

V. Southey and Landor, 

\’I. Keats. 

VII. Shelley. 

VIII. Wordsworth. 

IX. Tennyson and Browning. 

X. Religious Poetry. 

XI. Female Poets. 

XII. Conclusion and Summary. 

See Appendix 5. 

For cross references to poems noted in Part II, 
see under individual entries here. 

English Versification. 1837. 

Lecture given at the Warren Street Chapel, 
Boston, December 19, 1837. See Appendix 5. 

English Versification. 1872. 

See Physiology (The) of Versification. 

(Episternal bones.) 

A brief mention of Holmes’s remarks, written 
by him as recording secretary, is in the manu¬ 
script records of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, under the date February 10, 1846. 

Holmes had discussed this subject earlier at a 
meeting of the Boston Society for Medical Im¬ 
provement, April 12, 1841, at which time he pre¬ 
sented a specimen to be included in the Society’s 
cabinet (manuscript records of the Society, vol. 
IV, page 50, Boston Medical Library). See also, A 
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Descriptive Catalogue of the Anatomical Museum 
of the Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
by J. B. S. Jackson, 1847, page 4, item 35. 

Essay of popular mistakes as to the efficacy 
of medicine. 

This title is listed in the manuscript notebook 
“Memoranda” (Harvard Holmes collection). 
Something of the idea implied is incorporated in 
“Homoeopathy and Its Kindred Delusions,” but 
no other trace of such an essay has been found. 

(Essex Institute, Salem, Massachusetts, 
1866.) 

See (Microscope, 1866). 

(Ether.) 

See (Anesthesia). 

Event of the Season, The. 

The title of chapter 7 of Elsie Venner, used for 
an excerpt from the book in Golden Tales of New 
England, selected by May Lamberton Becker, 

1931 - 

Exotics. 

See (Clarke, James Freeman, 1875). 

(Eyesight.) 

See (Correspondence). 

F 

Facts and Traditions Respecting the Exist¬ 
ence of Indigenous Intermittent Fever in 

New England. 

See (Intermittent fever). 

Fancy. (Phillips Academy, Andover, Ex¬ 
hibition, August 23,1825,) 

Holmes’s allusion to this piece in his “Cinders 
from the Ashes” (Riv. viii, page 235) implies that 
it was a prose discourse. His schoolmate, Phinehas 


Barnes, writing Holmes in September 1828 (let¬ 
ter in Harvard Holmes collection), refers to it as 
a “disquisition.” 

Speaking at the Phillips Academy alumni 
luncheon (May 1928), George Thomas Eaton, re¬ 
calling the centennial celebration of 1878, says 
that he saw “Dr. Holmes produce an old and 
faded manuscript which he said a mother’s af¬ 
fection had preserved,” and heard him read “that 
same Ode on Fancy which he had delivered that 
hot August day in 1825” {The Phillips Bulletin, 
July 1928, page 28). A contemporary account of 
the Academy’s centennial makes it plain, how¬ 
ever, that the “faded manuscript” was not of the 
“Essay” on Fancy but of the translation of the 
/Eneid, the opening line of which is quoted in the 
Boston Daily Advertiser of June 7, 1878, in its ac¬ 
count of the centennial celebration held the day 
before. Holmes presented the manuscript itself 
to the Academy the following year, April 24,1879. 

Farewell Address to the Medical School of 
Harvard University, November 28,1882. 

See Some of My Early Teachers. 

(Felton, Cornelius Conway, i860.) 

See (Harvard College, i860). 

(Felton, Cornelius Conway, 1862. Resolu¬ 
tions, passed by the faculty of the Museum 
of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, on 
the occasion of the death of President Fel¬ 
ton, March i, 1862.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, March 4,1862; signed. 

O. W. Holmes, Secretary. 

A Sermon Preached March 9, 1862, after the 
funeral of Cornelius Conway Felton, LL.D., 
by Andrew P. Peabody, 1862, page 22. 

At the regular meeting of the faculty of the 
Museum of Comparative Zoology on March i, 
1862, “the Secretary ,Holmes, suggested that 
some fitting notice of the death of the President 
of the University and of the Faculty should be 
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taken by the Faculty.” It was voted that the “Sec¬ 
retary and Dr. {JeHricsj Wyman be appointed to 
take appropriate notice” of the president’s death. 
Holmes evidently had the resolutions already pre¬ 
pared, for they are immediately entered by him 
in the manuscript records, and followed by the 
faculty’s vote to have a copy sent to the president’s 
family and to the newspapers. 

Female Poets (The) of England. 

A lecture on this subject was given before the 
Lowell Institute, Boston, April 26, 1853, as one of 
a series on the English poets of the nineteenth cen¬ 
tury. See Appendix 5. For the poem, see page 412. 

(Fourth of July Oration, Boston, 1863.) 

See Inevitable Trial, The. 

(Free libraries.) 

See (Public libraries). 

From the Sideboard. 

Among the Holmes manuscripts in the Library 
of Congress is a brief essay with this title. It fol¬ 
lows the manuscript of Over the Teacups and may 
have been discarded from that book. 

G 

(Gamage, Dr. William.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

Gambrel-Roofed House, The, and Its Out¬ 
look. Riv. Hi, /o. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1872, vol. xxix, 
page 93; in "The Poet at the Breakfast- 
Table.” 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, by Holmes, 
1872, page II. 

See also Holmes Estate, The. 

(Giants.) 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1841). 


(Gold pen. Letter from Holmes, Septem¬ 
ber 17, 1878, addressed to Mabie, Todrl & 
Co. in regard to his gold pen.) 

The Literary World, Boston, January 18, 1879, 
vol. X, page 17; in facsimile. 

Indiana Official Railway (miilc, Scptemlx-r 
1880, vol. VI, page 6; in facsimile. 

(Gray, Dr. Asa.) Dr. Asa Gray's Botani¬ 
cal Series. (Review.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, August 1858, vol. ii, 
page 383; unsigned. 

Great Instrument, The. (The new organ 
in Boston Music Hall, with an account of 
the anatomy of the human ear.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1863, vol. xn, 
page 637; unsigned, with two illustrations. 
Soundings from the Atlantic, by Holmes, 1864. 

Great Moral Exhibition of Architectural 
Models . . . No. i. Temple of Slavery. . , . 
No. 2. Temple of Liberty. Ives, 2jo. 

Fifty-Ninth Anniversary Celebration of the 
New England Society in the City of New 
York, Dec. 22, 1864 (published 1865), page 
20; in Holmes’s letter of regret, dated Dec. 
15, 1864. 

The Phillips Academy, Andover, scrapbook has 
(page 107) a clipping of the letter from an un¬ 
identified source. 

Great Trees. 

The essay with this tide contained in number 
31 of the Riverside Literature Series is an extract 
from The Autocrat. 

(Great Western Fair, Cincinnati, Decem¬ 
ber, 1863.) 

See Questions in Natural History. 

(Greville, Henry.) “Henri Greville.” (Re¬ 
marks by Holmes, introducing Mme. Alice 
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Durand, Chickering Hall, Boston, Novem¬ 
ber 27, 1885.) 

The Boston Daily Advertiser, November 28, 
1885. 

The New York Times, December 7, 1885. 

The manuscript has been recently added to the 
Harvard Holmes collection. 

(Groux, Eugene. Case of congenital fissure 
of the sternum. Remarks by Holmes as a re¬ 
sult of an examination of Groux before the 
Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
December 7,1858.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 23, 1858, vol. Lix, page 425. 

Extracts from the Records of the Boston So¬ 
ciety for Medical Improvement, 1859, vol. in, 
page 300. 

Holmes’s remarks are recorded in the manu¬ 
script records of the Society, vol. ix, page 159 (Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library); Holmes, J. B. S. Jackson, 
and Henry I. Bowditch were appointed a com¬ 
mittee to make a further examination of Groux 
(manuscript records, vol. ix, page 161). The Bos¬ 
ton Evening Transcript of December 9, 1858, 
notes this meeting of the Society and records also 
that Groux had appeared before Holmes’s classes 
in anatomy at the Harvard Medical School. 

Guardian Angel, The. Riv. vi. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January-December 
1867, vols. XIX and xx; unsigned. 

The Guardian Angel, by Holmes, 1867. See 
page 129. 

The notes and notebook used in preparing the 
story for The Atlantic are in the Harvard Holmes 
collection. 

H 

(Hall, Marshall, 1834. A report on a work 
by Marshall Hall. In French.) 

For the French clinician Charles Pierre Alex¬ 
andre Louis, Holmes prepared a report on a work 


by Marshall Hall which Louis was to use in a 
work of his own. The report was not used. 
Holmes refers to it in a letter to his family, De¬ 
cember 28,1834 (number 44 in the bound volume 
of letters, Harvard Holmes collection); he men¬ 
tions it also in his obituary of Hall {q.v., 1857). 

(Hall, Dr. Marshall, 1839.) Principles of 
the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

Principles of the Theory and Practice of Medi¬ 
cine, by Marshall Hall . . . First American 
edition. Revised and much enlarged, by Jacob 
Bigelow ... and Oliver Wendell Holmes ... 
1839 (^oston, Charles C. Little and James 
Brown). See page 30. 

(Hall, Dr. Marshall, 1857.) Marshall Hall. 
(Obituary.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
September 10, 1857, vol. lvii, page 121; 
signed: O. W. H. 

Harmonies of Organic and Animal Life. 

See Physiology (The) of Versification. 

(Harvard Club of New York City, i88o. 
Letter, February 14, 1880, to Jx)hn O. Sar¬ 
gent, president of the Club, relating to the 
exclusion from the Board of Overseers of 
Harvard College of persons not resident of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.) 

(Proof slip.) See page 179. 

New-York Tribune, February 21, 1880. 

The Harvard Register, March 1880, vol. i, 

58. 

(Reprinted here at page 179.) 

The manuscript, used as printers copy, is m 
the Harvard Holmes collection. 

(Harvard Club of San Francisco, 1875. Let¬ 
ter, May 2,1875, on the occasion of the an¬ 
nual dinner of the Club.) 

San Francisco Bulletin, May 14, 1875* 

The New York Times, May 24, 1875. 
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Boston Daily Advertiser, July 20, 1S66. 
Boston Evening Transcript, July 20, 1866. 


(Harvard College, 1828.) Speech of Caius 
Memmius. (Harvard exhibition, April 29, 
1828.) 

The manuscript of this exhibition piece is in 
the Harvard archives; it has not been printed. 


(Harvard College, 1868. Remarks as pre¬ 
siding officer at meeting of the alumni. 
July 15, 1868.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July r6, 1868; sum¬ 
mary. 


(Harvard College, i860. Remarks as pre¬ 
siding officer at the Alumni dinner, July 19, 
i860, on the occasion of the inauguration 
of President Felton.) 

Boston Courier, July 20, i860; with a detailed 
account of the proceedings. 

Addresses at the Inauguration of Cornelius 
Conway Felton, LL.D., as President of Har¬ 
vard College, and at the Festival of the Alum¬ 
ni, July 19, i860, page 121; with other re¬ 
marks by Holmes as presiding officer at the 
alumni dinner. 

(Harvard College, 1863. Remarks as pre¬ 
siding officer at the Alumni festival, July 
16, 1863.) 

(Private printing, in large type.) See page 116. 

Boston Evening Transcript, July 17, 1863. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 18, 1863. 

Harvard Alumni Bulletin, March 8, 1917, vol. 
XIX, page 447; with explanatory editorial at 
page 437. 

(Harvard College, 1865. Remarks as pre¬ 
siding officer at meeting of the alumni. July 
19, 1865.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 20, 1865; sum¬ 
mary. 

(Harvard College, 1866. Remarks as presi¬ 
dent of the Alumni Association at the 
Alumni Festival, July 19,1866.) 

(Private printing, in large type.) See page 128. 


(Harvard College, 1880. Commencement 
Day dinner, June 30, 1880.) 

See page 317 for text of prose remarks. 

(Harvard College, 1881. Plea for funds, 
March ii, 1881, for a laboratory of physics. 
With a supporting statement by the Medi¬ 
cal School faculty, the latter signed by 

twenty-four, with Holmes second on the 
list.) 

An open letter, without title, dated: 14 March, 
1881, printed in leaflet form (a copy is in the 
Harvard archives) and reprinted in The Harvard 
Register, April 1881, vol. in, page 237. The state¬ 
ment by the medical faculty treats of the impor¬ 
tance of physical investigations to the science of 
medicine. Tliere is no reference to this circular in 
the manuscript records of the medical faculty, so 
that there is no way of determining whether the 
statement of the faculty can be credited to 
Holmes s authorship or not. See page 557. 

(Harvard College, 1886. Remarks at the 
dinner following the celebration of the 
250th anniversary of the founding of the 
College, November 8,1886. ) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, November 9, 1886. 
Harvard University, A Record of the Com¬ 
memoration, 1887, page 302. 

(Harvard Dental School, 1872. Commence¬ 
ment address, February 14,1872.) 

See Claims of Dentistry, The. 
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(Harvard Dental School, 1889. Letter, De¬ 
cember 3,1888, on occasion of the 20th an¬ 
niversary of the School.) 

A Report of the 20th Anniversary of the Har¬ 
vard Dental School, March ii, 1889 (pub¬ 
lished 1890), page 41. 

(Harvard Law School, 1845. Letter, June 
1845, on occasion of the Dane Law School 
festival, July 3, 1845.) 

The Law Reporter, Boston, August 1845, vol. 
viii, page 153. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1836.) A Dis¬ 
sertation on Acute Pericarditis. (For the 
degree of M.D.) 

See (Acute Pericarditis). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1836,) On the 
Utility and Importance of Direct Explora¬ 
tion in Medical Practice. (Boylston Prize 
Dissertation for 1836.) 

Sec (Direct Exploration). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1837.) Facts 
and Traditions Respecting the Existence of 
Indigenous Intermittent Fever in New 
England. (Boylston Prize Dissertation for 
1837.) 

See (Intermittent fever). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1837.) On the 
Nature and Treatment of Neuralgia. 
(Boylston Prize Dissertation for 1837.) 

See (Neuralgia). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1844.) The Posi¬ 
tion and Prospects of the Medical Student. 
(Boylston Medical Society, January 12, 
1844.) 

See Position (The) and Prospects of the Medi¬ 
cal Student. 


(Harvard Medical School, 1846 et seq.) 

See (Warren Anatomical Museum). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1847.) An In¬ 
troductory Lecture, Delivered at the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Medical College, November 3, 
1847. 

An Introductory Lecture, by Holmes, 1847. See 
page 40. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 15, 1847, vol. XXXVII, page 408; ex¬ 
cerpts. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1847-84.) 

Holmes’s name as a member of the medical 
faculty first appears in the manuscript records of 
the faculty (Harvard Medical School) on April 
3, 1847, when a note of his election is recorded 
(vol. II, page 3). He began his active service on 
May I {loc. cit.). On September 4, Dr. Walter 
Channing resigned the office of dean, and Holmes 
was elected to the position (vol. n, page 9). The 
records of the faculty from October 2, 1847, 
through March 26, 1853, are in Holmes’s hand 
(vol. II, pages 11-65, 69-81, 93-96). 

He was responsible for the following circulars, 
catalogues, and memorials: 

1848, catalogue (with J. B. S. Jackson), Novem¬ 
ber 27, 1847 (vol. II, page 15). 

1849, March 5, see (Hayward, Dr. George). 
1849-50, circular (with Jacob Bigelow), June 

23, 1849 (vol. II, page 41). 

1854, February ii, see (Harvard Medical 

School, 1854). 

1854-55, prospectus (with Henry Jacob Bige¬ 
low), October 21, 1854 (vol. ii, page 123). 

1854, December 19, memorial on resignation of 

Dr. Jacob Bigelow (vol. 11, page 134)' 

1855, February 3, new anatomy bill (with 

lawyer) (vol. n, page 137).* See also, The 

» 

• The first draft of the act, rejected by the House, is 
suggestive of the desires of Holmes and his collea^cs. 
Very much more detailed than the final draft, it 
specifies that medical schools empowered to grant 
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Boston Medical and Surgical journal, vol. lii, 
March 29, April 5, pages 167, 188, 

1855, November 27, preparation of ‘‘a primary 
vocabulary” (with Dr. Jeffries Wy man) 
(vol. II, page 165), 

1856, see (Harvard Medical School. 1856). 

1857, November 21, see (Harvard Medical 
School, 1858). 

1858, July 16, see (Ware, Dr. John). 

i860, March 3, revision of 1856 circular for 
funds (with H. J. Bigelow) (vol. 11, page 
270). 

1862, March 6, resolutions on the death of 
President Felton (vol. ii, page 296). 

1862, June 16, revision of 1846 circular having a 
history of the college (with D. H. Storer) 
(vol. II, page 299). 

1864, September 12, resolutions on resignation 
of David Humphreys Storer (vol, ii, page 
325; text, page 326). 

1866, January 26, see (Harvard Medical School. 
1866). 

1868, July 8, see (Storer, Dr. David Humphreys, 
1868). 

1872, March i, letter on resignation of Edward 
Hammond Clarke (vol. in, text, page 164). 

1874, March 27, see (Harvard Medical School, 
1875). 

1878, April 6, resolutions on death of John E. 
Tyler (with Henry W. Williams) (vol. m, 
page 295). 

1879, February i, resolutions on death of J. B. S. 
Jackson (with H. J. Bigelow and Calvin 
Ellis, presented by Holmes) (vol. in, pages 

313.314)- 


degrees {i.e., only the Harvard and Berkshire Medi¬ 
cal Schools) should be given preferential treatment 
by prisons, almshouses, etc., and that no cadavers be 
shipped across the state lines for the use of anato¬ 
mists elsewhere. The second draft is stripped of all 
discriminatory matter and alters the existing act of 
1845 only to the extent of specifying that almshouses 
now are to come under it. The original drafts are in 
the state archives, Acts and Resolves, 1854-55, chap. 
323, "An Act concerning the Study of Anatomy.” 


18H2, November 21, letter of resignation (vol. 
IV, page 43). 

1884, February 2, see (Fllis, Dr. Calvin). 
Tribute. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1849.) 

See (Hayward, Dr. George). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1849.) The 
Views of the Medical Faculty of Harvard 
University, Relative to the Extension of the 
Lecture Term. (Signed by the Commit¬ 
tee:) John Ware, Jacob Bigelow, O. W. 
Holmes. 

Published in Transactions of the American 
Medical Association. 1849, vol. ii, page 353, this 
report was presented first to the medical faculty 
on April 21, 1849, by John Ware (manuscript 
records of the faculty, vol. ir, page 40), who was 
surely, therefore, responsible for its authorship. 
Ware also presented it at the meeting of the 
American Medical Association, which met in 
Boston in May. The original motion also came 
from Ware (faculty records, February 26, 1848, 
vol. II, page 20). The committee of three was 
chosen May 27, 1848 (records, vol. ii, page 26). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1849,1852.) The 

Races of Mankind. 

Appendix 5, under "The Physical History 
of Mankind.” 

(Harvard Medical School, 1850.) Practi¬ 
cal Views on Medical Education. Submit¬ 
ted to the members of the American Medi¬ 
cal Association by the Medical Faculty of 
Harvard University, July 10,1850. (Signed 
by seven, including Holmes.) 

The pamphlet with this title is usually claimed 
for Holmes, but, since every presentation copy of 
U seen is signed by Henry Jacob Bigelow, the in¬ 
ference is that Dr. Bigelow was the author. The 
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“practical views” were, of course, shared by other 
members of the faculty, although there is no ref¬ 
erence of any kind to this document in the manu¬ 
script records of the Harvard medical faculty. The 
text appeared first in The Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, July 17, 1850, vol. xlii, page 481. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1850.) The Ben¬ 
efactors of the Medical School of Harvard 
University. An Introductory Lecture, de¬ 
livered at the Massachusetts Medical Col¬ 
lege, November 7,1850. 

The Benefactors of the Medical School, by 
Holmes, 1850. See page 48. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1854.) Remon¬ 
strance to the Legislature of the Faculty of 
the Massachusetts Medical College, against 
the Petition of the Boylston Medical 
School, for Power to Confer Medical De¬ 
grees. March 6,1854. (Signed by Drs. Jacob 
Bigelow, J. B. S. Jackson, and Holmes as a 
committee of the faculty.) 

Remonstrance to the Legislature, 1854. (Leaf¬ 
let.) See page 55. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

April 26, 1854, vol. L, page 260, with the reply 
of the Boylston Medical School at page 261. 

Holmes’s responsibility for this remonstrance 
is implied in the manuscript records of the medi¬ 
cal faculty (vol. ii, page 113). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1856. Report of 
the medical faculty of Harvard University, 
urging that a plea be made for funds, June 
1856. Signed by Holmes and seven others.) 

(Printed in leaflet form.) See page 66. 

Holmes’s authorship is established by the man¬ 
uscript records of the medical faculty (vol. ii, 

page 178). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1858.) Valedic¬ 
tory Address, Delivered to the Medical 
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Graduates of Harvard University at the 
Annual Commencement, March 10, 1858. 
(Advice to the young physician.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, March ii, 1858; sum¬ 
marized. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
March 25, 1858, vol. lviii, page 149. 

Valedictory Address to the Medical Graduates, 
by Holmes, Boston: David Clapp, 1858. 
Printed at the same time as the medical jour¬ 
nal. See page 84. 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, and Other Addresses, by Holmes, 1861. 

Holmes was chosen to deliver this address by 
vote of the medical faculty, November 21, 1857 
(records, vol. ii, page 213). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1861.) An In¬ 
troductory Lecture Delivered before the 
Medical Class of Harvard University, No¬ 
vember 6,1861. 

See Border Lines of Knowledge in Some Prov¬ 
inces of Medical Science. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1861, 1862. Re¬ 
ports of Committee of Overseers.) 

A note of these two reports, printed in The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, is included 
here because of an uneasy and not unjustifiable 
suspicion that the literary style of the chairman, 
Alfred Hitchcock, was “influenced” by the Park- 
man Professor of Anatomy. Both reports imply 
that the faculty furnished written accounts of the 
state of their departments; that of January 31* 
1861, uses Holmes’s essay, “Currents and Counter- 
Currents,” and the flavor of some passages is de¬ 
cidedly (if immodestly) Holmesian. Reading 
them one recalls instantly the chapter in Elsie 
Venner in which appears the report of the com¬ 
mittee on Mr. Silas Pcckham’s Appollinean Insti¬ 
tute {Riv. V, 

The way in which Silas Peckham had made his 
Committee say what he wanted them to—for 
he (Bernard Langdonj recognized a number 



PROSE 


of expressions in the Report as coming direct¬ 
ly from the lips of his principal, and could not 
help thinking how cleverly he had forced liis 
phrases, as jugglers do the particular card they 
wish their dupe to take—struck him as par¬ 
ticularly neat and pleasing. 

The report of January 31, 1861, appears in The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Fehruaiy 7, 

1861, vol. Lxiv, page 27; that of February 20, 1H62, 
in the issue of March 27, vol. lxvi, page 180. 

(Harvard Medical School, November s, 

1862. ) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical journal for 
November 13, 1862, vol. lxvii, page 307. reports 
Holmes’s introductory lecture at the Medical 
School, on November 5. in which he describes the 
directions for the treatment of diseases written by 
Dr. Edward Stafford {cj-v.) for the use of Gover¬ 
nor Winthrop, and speaks also of the history of 
medicine in New England. Holmes was called 
on to give this lecture to substitute for Dr. H. J. 

Bigelow, who was indisposed. See also Morse, vol. 
1, page 307. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1866.) 

Holmes was chosen to give the introductory 
lecture for November 1866 (medical faculty rec¬ 
ords, vol. II, page 363); it was apparently never 
printed or reported. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1867.) Intro¬ 
ductory Lecture, Medical Class of Harvard 
University, November 6, 1867. 

See Scholastic and Bedside Teaching. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1868.) 

Holmes’s introductory lecture, November 1868, 
was never printed in its entirety. For an extract 
from it, see (Storer, Dr. David Humphreys, 

1868). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1873-81. Ex¬ 
aminations.) 


The Harvard Holmes collection contains a 
scries of papers that arc evidendy examination 
questions for students in the years 1873, 1877, 
1878, and students’ marks, 1878 and 1881. The 
Johns Hopkins University library has a scries of 
questions in anatomy, for the recitation of Octo¬ 
ber 17, 1879. Sec illustration, page 187. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1874. Rebuke 
of students, April 30, 1874.) “Gentlemen, 
The painful occurrence... 

A manuscript in the bound volume of miscel¬ 
laneous manuscripts (page 437) in the Harvard 
Holmes collection is a talk substituted for the reg¬ 
ular lecture in anatomy. Tlie disciplinary lecture 
was evoked by a brawl among three students, in 
which one was injured and another had flourished 
a loaded gun, the fight being the culmination of 
a scries of disturbances. The affray occurred on 
March 13, 1874, and the medical faculty heard the 
evidence and decided on the case at two meetings, 
March 14 and 16, Holmes presiding at both meet¬ 
ings (manuscript records of the medical faculty, 
vol. in, page 89, Harvard Medical School). He 
evidently allowed a lapse of time before making 
the speech here noted, for it contains a clear allu¬ 
sion to the misbehavior of adults (congressmen) 
at Sumner’s funeral “yesterday,” which dates the 
manuscript April 30, 1874. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1874.) Har¬ 
vard’s Needs, A New Building for the Med¬ 
ical College. Remarks of Dr. Holmes, Oc¬ 
tober 22, 1874. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, October 23, 1874. 

The New York Times, October 25, 1874. 

The Harvard Medical College. Meeting to Pro¬ 
mote the Erection of a New Building, 1874. 
(Broadside.) See page 150. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. Oc¬ 
tober 29, 1874, vol. xci, page 426; excerpts. 
Medical Education. 1874. (Four-page leaflet, 

which omits about one quarter of Holmes’s 
remarks.) See page 150. 
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(Harvard Medical School, 1875.) The Med¬ 
ical School. 

The Harvard Book, collected and edited by 
F. O. Vaille and H. A. Clark, 1875, vol. i, 
page 239. 

A manuscript of this, not in Holmes’s hand, is 
in the Harvard archives. 

Holmes was chosen to prepare this account by 
a vote of the medical school faculty, March 27, 
1874 (medical faculty records, vol. iii, page 200). 
At the same meeting James Clarke White and 
Reginald Heber Fitz were chosen to prepare the 
biographical sketches that follow in the printed 
volume. That White and Fitz asked for the co¬ 
operation of the faculty is evident from the fol¬ 
lowing letter by Henry Jacob Bigelow to Holmes, 
May 14, 1874 (Harvard Holmes collection). His 
letter encloses some facts and a draft of his ac¬ 
count of himself for Holmes’s approval and ad¬ 
vice. The letter reads: 

To a callous old stager like you, this of 
course is the talk of the kernel in the hopper— 
but you must remember that I am a mere 
maiden in autobiography, &c don’t want to be 
outraged in a first reluctant enterprise. I want 
to be handled by a person that knows how. 
You have served a good many people in your 
day, & I know you would take a very decided 
stand now for a friend—i.e. I mean that years 
have not &tc.— 

Holmes probably obliged Bigelow with the ad¬ 
vice requested and certainly wrote the sketch of 
himself that appears in The Harvard Book^ (vol. 
I, page 253); it is conspicuously smoother in style 
and longer than any of the others. 

Holmes, White, and Fitz reported their work 
completed at a faculty meeting of May 23, 1874 
(medical faculty records, vol. iii, page 201). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1879.) Intro¬ 
ductory—Sept. 26th 1879. 

A manuscript, headed as above, is in the bound 
volume of manuscripts, page 181, in the Harvard 


Holmes collection. It is quoted in Amiable Auio- 
a at, pages 43, 332. This introductory lecture and 
those referred to hereafter are not formal speeches 
for the opening of the school, for the medical 
faculty had abandoned formal introductory ex¬ 
ercises in 1872 (faculty records, September ii, 
1872, vol. Ill, page 171). 

(Harvard Medical School. Introductory 
lecture, 1880.) 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1881). The His¬ 
tory and Progress of Medical Science. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1881. Appeal 
for funds.) “Harvard University needs the 
sum of One Hundred Thousand Dollars. 

• ■ • 

(Leaflet, n.d., May 1881.) See page 182. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1881.) Introduc¬ 
tory Lecture—Oct. i88i. 

A manuscript, headed as above, is in the bound 
volume of manuscripts, page 233, in the Harvard 
Holmes collection. Its point of departure is the 
recent International Medical Congress held in 
London. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1881. The His¬ 
tory and Progress of Medical Science.) 

The bound volume of manuscripts in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection has, at pages 359 ' 85 » 47 ^’ 
475-77, 387-97, a manuscript beginning The 
course of medical history. ...” It is incomplete, 
but a comparison of it with a manuscript (in the 
Boston Medical Library) having the title Some 
Stepping Stones and Stumbling Blocks in the His¬ 
tory of Medicine” shows that the latter manu¬ 
script includes pages removed from the Harvard 
manuscript. It is also identifiable as the printer s 
copy for Holmes’s Medical Highways and By- 
Ways, given at Harvard in May 1882. 

A paragraph at the beginning of this 1882 man¬ 
uscript has been deleted, but it explains the Har 
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vard manuscript. The paragraph reads: 

Many of the gentlemen belonging to the dif¬ 
ferent Classes of the School have requested 
me to repeat a Lecture delivered here a year 
ago on the History and Progress of Medical 
Science. I have reviewed and more or less re¬ 
written it, and submit it to your judgment in 
compliance with your request. 

The i88i version of the lecture was probably 
given in May; the letters from the apothecary 
Theodore Metcalf, quoted at page 15 of Medical 
Highways and By-Ways, were written April 4 
and 12, 1881 (the originals have recently been 
added to the Harvard Holmes collection). 

There is also the possibility that this lecture was 
originally given as an introductory lecture in 
1880, for the verso of the final page of the manu¬ 
script in the Boston Medical Library is endorsed 
by Holmes “Introductory—1880.” 


The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, (Oc¬ 
tober 18, 1883, vol. cix, page 361. 

The New Century and the New Building of the 
Harvard Medical School, 1884, page 3. See 
page 192. 

The manuscript, used as printer’s copy, is in 
the bound volume of miscellaneous manuscripts, 
Harvard Holmes collection, page 293. Notes for 
the address appear elsewhere in the volume. The 
Harvard Holmes collection has also Holmes’s 
early manuscript notes dated May 12, before a 
fire in the new building delayed its opening until 
October. 

(Harvard Medical School, 1884.) The Late 
Dr. Calvin Ellis. Tribute by Holmes, pre¬ 
sented at the meeting of the faculty, Feb¬ 
ruary 2,1884.) 

See (Ellis, Dr. Calvin). 


(Harvard Medical School, 1882.) Endow¬ 
ment of the Harvard Medical School. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, January 16, 1882. 
Medical Education. Reprinted from the Adver¬ 
tiser, January 16, 1882. (Broadside.) See page 
186. 


The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Jai 
uary 19, 1882, vol. cvi, page 68; signec 

O.W.H. 

The New Century and the New Building c 
the Harvard Medical School, 1884, page 51. 


(Harvard Medical School, 1882.) Farewell 
Address. 

See Some of My Early Teachers. 


(Harvard Medical School, 1882. Lecture 
before the students, May 10,1882.) 

See Medical Highways and By-Ways. 


(Harvard Medical School, 1883.) Address, 
(looth anniversary of the School and open¬ 
ing of the new building, October 17,1883.) 


(Harvard Medical School, 1891. Letter, 
June 19, 1891, reminiscent of the faculty of 
the Medical School.) 

Bulletin of the Harvard Medical School Asso¬ 
ciation, 1891, no. I, page 30. 

(Harvard Phi Beta Kappa, 1870.) 

See Mechanism in Thought and Morals. 

(Harvard University, 1863. University lec¬ 
tures.) 

See (Microscope, 1863). 

(Hasty Pudding Club, 1828.) 

Holmes was secretary of this Club from April 
8 through June 29, when James Freeman Clarke 
was elected to succeed him. The manuscript rec¬ 
ords for this interlude are in his hand (vol. vin, 
pages 100-9, on deposit in the Harvard ar¬ 
chives). The records include some verses noted 
in Part II. The prose entries are quoted in Amiable 
Autocrat, page 52. The records report briefly some 
of Holmes’s comments and note his parts in the 
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mock trials, which were the usual entertainment 
of the evening, also quoted in Amiable Autocrat. 

(Hawthorne, Nathaniel.) Hawthorne. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1864, vol. xiv, page 
98; unsigned. 

Pansie: A Fragment, the Last Literary Effort 
of Nathaniel Hawthorne (1864), London, 
Hotten, page 3 (the author is not named). 

(Hayward, Dr. George. Letter, March 28, 
1849, expressing regret at the resignation of 
Dr. Hayward from the Medical School fa¬ 
culty, signed by six including Holmes.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
April 18, 1849, vol. XL, page 224. 

By a vote of the medical faculty (manuscript 
records, vol. ii, page 38), March 5, 1849, Holmes 
and Dr. John Ware were chosen to prepare this 
letter. 

(Hillard, George Stillman.) Remarks by 
Dr. O. W. Holmes. (Massachusetts Histor¬ 
ical Society, February 13,1879.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, January to April 1879 (Inclusive), 
page 38. (Title from wrapper.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1880, vol. xvn, page 38. 

(Histology. Chart comprising twenty-two 
drawings illustrating microscopic histol¬ 
ogy, 1880.) 

A copy of this chart is in the Boston Medical 
Library and is described at page 631. 

History and Progress of Medical Science, 
The. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1881). 

History of Medicine, The. (Ca. 1840.) 

A note of this lecture as “for some Lyceum” ap¬ 


pears in Holmes’s manuscript notebook, “Index- 
Memoranda,” Harvard Holmes collection. 
Holmes has added “probably deliv - but once.” 
The notebook in which this reference appears has 
entries dating largely from the late 1830’s and 
early 1840’s. (It is this lecture, of which no report 
has been found, to which the present editor gives 
the incorrect title “Medicine, Past and Present,” 
q.v., in Amiable Autocrat, page 438.) See Ap¬ 
pendix 5. 

History of Medicine, The. (1851.) 

The lecture with this title, given before lyceums 
in 1851-52, is the same as the 1848 lecture, “Medi¬ 
cine, Past and Present.” See Appendix 5. 

History of the American Stereoscope. 

See (Stereoscope, 1868). 

(Holmes, Abiel, 1855.) Abiel Holmes. 

Cyclopaedia of American Literature, by Evert 
A. and George L. Duyckinck, 1856, vol. i, 
page 512. 

A footnote at the end of the sketch refers to the 
Massachusetts Historical Society Collections, vol. 
VII (3d series), and states: “We are indebted for 
the personal reminiscences to a communication 
from the pen of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
The factual portion contained in the first part of 
the sketch is clearly borrowed from the memoir 
of Abiel Holmes by the Rev. William Jenks in the 
volume of the Collections of the historical society 
referred to. 

(Holmes, Abiel, 1880. Letter from Holmes, 
November 13, 1880, describing his father s 
library, addressed to the Young Peoples 
Christian Union of the Hanson Place 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Brooklyn, 

N. Y.) 

Brooklyn Union, November 17,1880. 

The New York Times, November 21, 1880. 
New-York Tribune, January 18,1881. 
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(Holmes, Oliver Wendell, Jr., 1862.) 

See My Hunt after “The Captain." 

(Holmes, Oliver Wendell, Jr., 1863. Letter 
from Dr. Holmes to Frederick S. Cozzens, 
May 24, 1863, in which he describes his 
son’s wounds.) 

Harvard Alumni Bulletin, December 22, 1927, 
vol. XXX, page 374. 

The original letter is privately owned. A page 
is reproduced in facsimile, page 375 of the above. 

(Holmes, Oliver Wendell, Jr., 1865. Letter 
from Holmes, August 7,1865, to Capt. Bea¬ 
man, U.S.A., regarding a handkerchief, be¬ 
longing to Capt. Holmes, picked up at 
Balls Bluff by Capt. Beaman.) 

Rutland Weekly Herald, August 17. 1865. 

The New York Times, August 18, 1865. 

The Independent, August 24, 1865. 

Holmes Estate, The. 

The Harvard Book, by F. O. Vaille and H. A. 
Clark, 1875, vol. it, page 424; with view of 
the gambrel-roofed house in Cambridge. 

The Aldis collection, Yale University, has the 
article in proof sheets. 

Holmes’s Reminiscence, Dr. 

See (Atlantic Monthly, 1879). 

(Holyoke, Dr. Edward Augustus, 1876. A 
biographical sketch.) 

The manuscript of Dr. Joseph Meredith 
Toner’s projected compilation of an “American 
Medical Biography" (Library of Congress) con¬ 
tains a sketch of Holyoke but carries no note of 
Holmes’s authorship. That Holmes expected and 
intended to write this sketch, as well as the one 
of James Jackson, q,v., is indicated in a letter from 
Holmes to Dr. Samuel A. Green (March 17, 1876, 
Massachusetts Historical Society). Holmes asks 


Green to do Benjamin Waterhouse for Toner and 
says that he will do I lolyoke. Toner’s dictionary 
was never completed. A notice of Holyoke in 
Transactions of the International Medical Con¬ 
gress, of Philadelphia, i 8 y 6 (Philadelphia, 1877, 
page no), may be summarized from I iolmes's 
manuscript. 

(Holyoke, Dr. Edward Augustus. 1881.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

Homoeopathy (1842). 

The third of three lectures under the general 
title "Scientftc Mysticism" given before the So¬ 
ciety for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, Bos¬ 
ton. February 16, 1842. This lecture was com¬ 
bined with the second. “Medical Delusions of the 
Past," and a small part of the first, “.Vstrolo'jv and 
Alchemy,” to form the printed essay Ilomceo- 
pathy and Its Kindred Delusions. See Appendix 5. 

(Homoeopathy, 1850.) Report of a Com¬ 
mittee of the Massachusetts Medical Socie¬ 
ty on Homoeopathy adopted by the coun¬ 
cillors, October 2, 1850. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
March 5, 1851, vol. xliv, page 97. 

(Offprint from above.) See page 51. 

Reports of the Massachusetts Medical Society 
and the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medi¬ 
cal Society, 1851. (Broadside.) See page 52. 
Medical Communications of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, vol. viii, appendix, page 51. 

The committee was composed of Drs. George 
Hayward, J. B. S. Jackson, and O. W. Holmes. 
The reply by the Massachusetts Homoeopathic 
Medical Society was printed in The Boston Medi¬ 
cal and Surgical Journal of May 7, 1851, vol. 
XLIV, page 276. 

(Homoeopathy, 1^7.) Some More Recent 
Views on Homoeopathy (Review of J. H 
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Pulte’s Homoeopathic Domestic Physi¬ 
cian). 

The Atlantic Monthly, December 1857, vol. i, 
page 250; without special title and unsigned. 
Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, and Other Addresses and Essays, by 
Holmes, 1861. 


Homoeopathy and Its Kindred Delusions. 
Two lectures before the Boston Society for 
the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, 1842. 
(February 9 and 16, 1842.) Rit/. ix, /. 

Homoeopathy and Its Kindred Delusions, by 
Holmes, 1842. See page 32 and Appendix 5. 
Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, with Other Addresses, by Holmes, 
1861. 

Medical Essays, by Holmes, 1883. 

The Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 480) has a 
fragment of the manuscript, pages 30-32 of the 
printed text. See also Astrology and Alchemy and 
Appendix 5. 


Homologies. 

Scattered through the Holmes manuscripts, in 
notebooks, on scraps of paper, on the backs of 
other manuscripts, are notes on this subject which 
Holmes never worked up in any organized way 
as he did similar notes on the subject of “cranks” 
(see Over the Teacups). The largest group of 
these notes appears in the bound volume of mis¬ 
cellaneous manuscripts, pages 1023-39; internal 
evidence places them after 1877. 


Horatian Echoes. Introduction. 

Horatian Echoes, by John O. Sargent, Boston, 
1893; with introduction by Holmes. See page 
242. 

(Horse show, Springfield, Massachusetts, 
October 19-22, 1853. Letter of regret from 
Holmes, October 4,1853.) 

Springfield Republican, October ii, 1853. 


Dear Sir, 


Republican Office, 
Springfield, Sept. 29/53. 


You ride a very fine horse—dainty, mettle¬ 
some and thorough-bred—and as a member of 
the Committee of Arrangements for the Na¬ 
tional Horse Exhibition, to take place in this 
city, commencing October 19^, I am instruct¬ 
ed to invite you to enter your animal for ex¬ 
hibition. We understand him to be a “fancy 
horse,” kind under the saddle, furnished with 
wings, fattened in Heliconian pastures, and 
alw'ays big with a belly full from that famous 
old watering trough—Hippocrenc. 

We are to have an “Agricultural Banquet,” 
and yours is to be the only horse allowed in 
the hall. Will you come, and enter your horse 
for exhibition (he has always been understood 
to be for sail) and gratify a multitude of ad¬ 
mirers and friends who have ridden after him 
in “the vehicle of the press.” 

In behalf of the Committee 
Yours very truly 

J. G. Holland 


Dr. O. W. Holmes. 


Pittsfield Oct 4*’* 1853 

Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged to you for the polite in¬ 
vitation to appear (on horseback) at the great 
Equestrian Banquet. I doubt not you would 
have plenty of nice bits, ready for the flying 
horse referred to, and his rider, and for ought 
I know a saddle of venison may form a part 
of the entertainment. Unfortunately he is en¬ 
tered for a grand sweepstakes on the twentieth, 
the track running through Springfield, but 
the winning post in Boston. In plain English 
the 20*^ of October is the day appointed for the 
annual migration of the family to which the 
horse in question belongs from Pittsfield to its 
city quarters. Now my past experience has 
taught me that on this match against time so 
much weight is carried that the animal is 
good for nothing else during the whole week 
in which it takes place. 
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If there should be any report therefore, of 
trotting, running, or flying matches, please 
enter the following 

O. \V. Holmes names f. h. Pegasus. 
Withdrawn, forfeit pd. 

Yours very truly 
O.W.Hol mcs. 

Of the above letters, the original of the first is 
in the Library of Congress; of the second, in pri¬ 
vate hands. 

How Far are the External Means of Explor¬ 
ing the Condition of the Internal Organs to 
be Considered Useful and Important in 
Medical Practice 

See (Direct Exploration). 

Huguenots in the Nipmuck Country, The. 

See (Daniels, George F.). 

Human Body (The) and Its Management. 

See Talk Concerning the Human Body and Its 
Management, 

Human Wheel (The), Its Spokes and Fel¬ 
loes. 

See Physiology of Walking, The. 

Hydrophobia. (1845.^) 

The records of the Boston Society for Medical 
Improvement indicate that Holmes at some lime 
prepared a paper on this subject. At the meeting 
of January 23, 1854, Dr. J. B. S. Jackson, in the 
course of a discussion of the disease, referred to 
the cases collected by Dr. O. W. Holmes (Ex¬ 
tracts from the Records of the Boston Society for 
Medical Improvement, 1854-55, vol. 11, page 47; 
manuscript records, vol. vii, page 316). Jackson’s 
observation shows that Holmes was searching the 
periodicals for records of cases of hydrophobia 
while Henry I. Bowditch investigated the records 
of the Massachusetts Medical Society. 
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Holmes may have been making this investiga¬ 
tion in 1845; the manuscript records of the So¬ 
ciety's meeting for March 24. 1845 (vol. v, page 
75) note that he asked his colleagues if they knew 
of any cases of hydrophobia having occurred in 
Boston or its neighborhood. Those detailed by Dr 
Thatcher were the only ones found by Dr H.” 
No further trace of this research has been found. 

Hypertrophy of the Heart, Case of. 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1842). 

I 

Illustrations of Tumors among the Chi¬ 
nese. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. May 
21, 1845, vol. XXXII, page 316; dated: May 
15th 1845, unsigned. 

The plates Holmes here describes were pre¬ 
sented to the Boston Society for Aledical Improve¬ 
ment on April 14, 1845 (manuscript records of the 
Society, vol. v, page 77), by Robert William 
Hooper. 

Holmes is named as the author in J. B. S. Jack¬ 
son’s A Descriptive Catalogue of the Anatomical 
Museum of the Boston Society for Medical Im¬ 
provement. 1847, page 323. 

(Indexing.) 

Index to The North American Review, by Wil¬ 
liam Cushing, 1878, verso of title-page. 

The note by Holmes, evidently an excerpt from 
a letter, reads as follows: 

As It IS [The North American Review-^, it is 
like a dictionary in which the letters are mixed 
up promiscuously, full of what we want, if 
we only know where to find it. As it will be 
with your index, it will constitute a library in 
Itself, containing many articles by which the 
wisest and most learned may profit, but es¬ 
pecially interesting to all American students. 
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as the best connected record of the growth of 

native thought and scholarship. 

O.W.H. 

Boston, 1878. 

Inevitable Trial, The. An Oration Deliv¬ 
ered before the City Authorities of Boston, 
on the 4th of July, 1863. Rit/. viii, 

Oration. (Author’s private copy, in large type.) 
See page 113. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, July 6, 1863, supple¬ 
ment. 

Boston Journal, July 6, 1863. 

Oration, July 4, 1863. For an account of the 
early editions, see pages 113-16. 

Soundings from the Atlantic, by Holmes, 1883; 
with title; “The Inevitable Trial.” 

The oration was delivered before the City 
Council in the Academy of Music, which was the 
name used at the time for the building that had 
been the Boston Theatre. 

The manuscript is in the Huntington Library. 

(Intermittent fever.) Facts and Traditions 
Respecting the Existence of Indigenous In¬ 
termittent Fever in New England. Boyl- 
ston Prize Dissertation for 1837.) 

Boylston Prize Dissertations for the Years 1836 
and 1837, by Holmes (published 1838). See 
page 28. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal (No¬ 
vember 1881, vol. cv, page 480) calls attention to 
the fact that this essay is “freely quoted from in 
Dr. Adams’ paper on intermittent fever, published 
in the recent report of the Health Department of 
the Massachusetts Board of Health.” Sir William 
Osier, in his essay on Holmes in the Bulletin of 
the Johns Hopkjns Hospital, Baltimore (October 
1894, vol. V, page 86), writes that Holmes’s essay 
was based on “a careful and thorough examina¬ 
tion of the records of the first century of the set¬ 
tlements” and “is of value today in showing the 
localities in which malaria prevailed in the early 


part of this century, and at the time at which he 
wrote.” Erwin H. Ackerknecht in 1944 called it 
“still the best regional history of malaria thus far 
written” (supplement to The Bulletin of the His¬ 
tory of Medicine, Baltimore, 1945, page 55). 

(International copyright, 1885. Letter, 
April 27,1885, to the secretary of the Amer¬ 
ican Copyright League.) 

What American Authors Think about Interna¬ 
tional Copyright, 1888, page ii. 

(International copyright, 1887. Excerpt 
from a letter, n.d.) 

The Critic, New York, December 3, 1887, new 
series vol. viii, page 282. 

(International copyright, 1888.) Anglo- 
American Copyright. (Comment.) 

The North American Review, January 1888, 
vol. cxLvi, page 76. 

Holmes did a good deal to make his feelings 
known on the subject of the bill then pending. 
His letters to the Hon. John D. Long are in the 
Massachusetts Historical Society; and replies 
from Long and Lodge are in the Library of Con¬ 
gress. 

(International copyright, 1890. Letter, 
May 15,1890, to Kate Field.) 

Kate Field’s Washington, May 21, 1890, vol. i, 
page 331. 

The Critic, New York, May 24, 1890, new 
series, vol. xiii, page 263. 

The original letter is in the Kate Field papers, 
Boston Public Library. 

(Interviews.) 

In the section of the present work devoted to 
biography, it has been the intention to call atten¬ 
tion to books and articles that contain interviews 
and reminiscent material. 
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(Introductions.) 

See (Clarke, Dr. Edward Hammond, 1877). 
(Daniels, George F.). 

Horatian Echoes. 

(Nursing). 

Typical Elms and Other Trees. 
(Woodstock, Connecticut, History of). 

Introductory Lecture, Delivered at the 
Massachusetts Medical College, Novem¬ 
ber 3, 1847. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1847). 

Introductory Lectures. 

See Border Lines of Knowledge. 

(Dartmouth Medical School). 

(Harvard Medical School, 1847 fT.). 
Scholastic and Bedside Teaching. 

Iris. 

See Story of Iris, The. 

(Irish, The.) Dr. Holmes and the Irish. 

(Letter to John Boyle O’Reilly, October 14, 
1882.) 

The Pilot, Boston, October 21, 1882. 

Fhe letter was a private communication to Mr. 
O Reilly, who on October 16 urged Holmes to al¬ 
low the letter to be printed (letter in the Library 
of Congress). O’Reilly prefaced the letter from 
Holmes with the following remarks: 

An alleged extract from a private letter of 
Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes has recently been 
published in England and has attracted gen¬ 
eral attention because of its bitterness towards 
the Irish people in America. Knowing Dr. 
Holmes’s sentiments on this subject and his 
life-long relations towards Irish-Americans, 
we allowed the published letter to pass as a 
fraudulent newspaper sensation, without a 
basis of truth. But a Boston contemporary, 
The Republic, having interviewed Dr. Holmes 
on the subject, thereby giving the recognition, 


we publish with great pleasure the following 
letter from Dr. Holmes, which sets the libel 
at rest forever. 

(Irving, Washington, 1859.) Remarks by 
Dr, Holmes. (Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, December 15,1859.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1858-60, vol. IV (published i860), page 
418. 

Washington Irving, New York, G. P. Putnam, 
i860, page 98. 

(Irving, Washington, 1883.) Irving’s Pow¬ 
er of Idealization. 

The Critic, New York, March 31, 1883, vol. iii, 
page 138. 

The manuscript is in the Wilson collection (vol. 
II, [)age 607). 

J 

(Jackson, Charles, 1855.) 

In a letter to Holmes, June 19, 1883 (recently 
added to the Harvard Holmes collection), Waldo 
Higginson asks for information about a tribute 
by Holmes to Charles Jackson, which he describes 
as having appeared originally in the Advertiser 
over the signature “H.” Higginson also indicates 
that he wishes to reprint the tribute. No trace of 
It has been found. The obituary of Jackson in the 
Advertiser is unsigned and shows no character¬ 
istics that would warrant claiming it for Holmes. 
Nothing came of a search in other newspapers! 
Higginson may have had in mind the next item. 

(Jackson, Charles, James, and Patrick 
Tracy.) 

The New American Cyclopedia, edited by 

George Ripley and Charles A. Dana, i860, 
vol. IX, page 688. 

The manuscript record book kept by the secre¬ 
tary of the class of 1861, Harvard College, has the 
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following entry (page 329) by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Jr.: “I, Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr was 
born. . . , my other grandfather, Charles Jackson 
(see, for instance, Appleton’s New American 
Cyclopaedia where the account of Judge Jackson 
was written by my father,)” Here the future Jus¬ 
tice speaks only of his grandfather, but it is alto¬ 
gether probable that the accounts of all three 
brothers were written by one hand, that of the 
“Autocrat.” These sketches appear, somewhat 
abridged, in the later editions of this encyclope¬ 
dia and are attributed to Holmes in the list of con¬ 
tributors. 

(Jackson, Dr. James, 1855.) Dr. Jackson’s 
Letters to a Young Physician. (Review.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Oc¬ 
tober 4, 1855, ''oh Liii, page 197; signed: 

O.W.H. 

Jackson’s letter (October 4, 1855) thanking 
Holmes for this review is in the Harvard Holmes 
collection, 

(Jackson, Dr. James, i860. Brief biogra- 
phy.) 

The New American Cyclopaedia, i860, vol. ix, 
page 688. 

(Jackson, Dr. James, 1867.) James Jackson, 
M.D. (Tribute by Holmes.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Sep¬ 
tember 5, 1867, vol. Lxxvii, page 108. 

Medical Jurisprudence. The Annual Address 
before the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
June 3, 1868, by Henry Grafton Clark, M.D., 
1868, page 31. 

Medical Communications of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, 1874, vol. xi (2d series vol. 
vii),page 84. 

A Memoir of Dr. James Jackson, by James 
Jackson Putnam, 1905, page 420. This Mem¬ 
oir contains, at pages 158, 161, 172, other ap¬ 
preciations of Dr. Jackson, written by 


Holmes, of which the sources have not been 
discovered. 

(Jackson, Dr. James, 1876.) James Jackson, 
M.D. A Biographical Sketch by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, M.D. 1876. 

This is an autograph manuscript, presented by 
Holmes to the Boston Medical Library on May 
30, 1876. It is the original of a sketch prepared for 
an American medical biography which was being 
compiled by Dr. Joseph Meredith Toner in 1876; 
a manuscript copy is among the Toner papers in 
the Library of Congress. The projected dictionary 
was not completed, and this sketch seems never to 
have been printed. Ives’s reference (page 103) 
to this manuscript is not correct, for it is not the 
copy for the notice of Dr. Jackson that was printed 
in The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal in 
1867. A notice of Jackson in Transactions of the 
International Medical Congress, of Philadelphia, 
i 8 y 6 (Philadelphia, 1877, page in), may be sum¬ 
marized from this manuscript. 

(Jackson, Dr. James, 1881.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

(Jackson, Dr. James, Jr. Tribute by Holmes 
in a letter to Dr. James Jackson, Sr., dated 
November 4,1834.) 

A Memoir of Dr. James Jackson (Sr.j, by James 
Jackson Putnam, 1905, page 314. 

A verse tribute to the younger Jackson appears 
toward the close of “Poetry, A Metrical Essay. 

(Jackson, Dr. John Barnard Swett, 1876. 
Letter from Dr. Holmes, September 1876, 
defending Dr. Jackson.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Sep¬ 
tember 28, 1876, vol. xcv, page 393; signed. 

O. W. H. 

An error in this article is corrected in the next 
issue of The Journal, October 5, page 428. 
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(Jackson, Dr. John Barnard Swctt, Janu¬ 
ary 1879.) John Barnard Swett Jackson. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Jan¬ 
uary 9, 1879, vol. c, page 63; signed: O. W. H. 
Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, 1878-79, vol. xiv (new series 
vol. vi), page 348; unsigned. 

The original manuscript is in the Harvard 
Holmes collection in the bound volume of miscel¬ 
laneous manuscripts, page 767. The manuscript 
bears the note at the top: “The rest will be ready 
this evening Tuesday 5 P.M. 0 \VH“—Janu¬ 
ary 7. 

(Jackson, Dr. John Barnard Swett, May 
1879.) John Barnard Swett Jackson. (Mem¬ 
oir by Holmes. American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, May 27,1879.) 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, 1878-79, vol. xiv (new series 
vol. vi), page 344; unsigned. 

The original manuscript, used as printer’s copy, 
IS in the bound volume of miscellaneous manu¬ 
scripts in the Harvard Holmes collection, page 
785. As indicated in the manuscript, the printed 
article concludes with the notice Holmes had con¬ 
tributed to The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal; see preceding entry. 

(Jackson, Dr. John Barnard Swett, 1881.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

(Jackson, Dr. John Barnard Swett, 1881.) 
The Presentation of the Portrait of Dr. J. 
B. S. Jackson to the Boston Medical Li¬ 
brary Association. Dr. O. W. Holmes’s Re¬ 
ply. (May 23,1881.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, June 

16,1881, vol. CIV, page 560. 

(Jackson, Dr. John Davies, of Danville, 
Kentucky, Letter from Holmes, December 


i6, 1875, paying tribute to Dr. Jackson.) 

Lentucky Advocate, Danville, December 24, 
1875. 

The New England Journal of Medicine, Octo¬ 
ber 14, 1937, vol. ccxvii, page 621. 

(Jackson, Patrick Tracy.) 

The New American Cyclopaedia, edited by 
George Ripley and Charles A. Dana, i860, 
vol. ix, page 688. 

(James, Henry, Sr. Remarks by Holmes at 
the Boston Radical Club on James’s essay, 
“Nature and Person.”) 

Sketches and Reminiscences of the Radical 
Club, edited by Mrs. John T. Sargent, Bos¬ 
ton, 1880, page 40. 

Japanese Village, The. (A letter endorsing 
it written by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
February 20,1886.) 

Boston Herald, February 21, 1886. 

Explanation of the Japanese Village (displayed 
in Boston, 1886), page 2. 

Beecher’s Hall ... Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Visits the Japanese Village. (Broadside.) See 
page 205. 

This exhibition is mentioned in Our Hundred 

Days in Europe, at page 156 of the Riverside edi¬ 
tion. 

(Jeffries, Dr. John.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

(Jennison, Dr. Timothy L.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

K 

(Kearsarge, U. S. S.) Sentiment (at the 
complimentary dinner to the heroes of the 
U. S. S. Kearsarge, November 15, 1864). 
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Boston Evening Transcript, November i6, 
1864. 

Keats, John. 

A lecture on Keats was given before the Lowell 
Institute, Boston, April 8, 1853, one of a senes on 
the English poets of the nineteenth century. Sec 
Appendix 5. For poem, see page 332. 

(Kennedy, John Pendleton. Tribute by 
Holmes. Massachusetts Historical Society, 
September 8, 1870.) 

Tributes to the Memory of Hon. John Pendle¬ 
ton Kennedy. Reprinted from the Proceed¬ 
ings of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
(printed October 1870), page 16. 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1869-70 (vol. XI, published 1871), page 
369. 

Printed in the Proceedings (vol. xi, page 486), 
is a letter dated Oct. 17, 1870, acknowledging and 
commenting upon the Tributes. 

(King’s Chapel Burial Ground. Letter 
from Holmes, September i, 1879, on the 
subject of interments.) 

[Document 96—1879.] City of Boston. Report 
of the Joint Special Committee on Intramural 
Interments, page 56. 

L 

Landor, Walter Savage. 

A lecture devoted in part to Landor was given 
before the Lowell Institute, Boston, April 5, 1853, 
one of a series on the English poets of the nine¬ 
teenth century. See Appendix 5. For poem, see 
page 266. 

Late Dr. Calvin Ellis, The. 

See (Ellis, Dr. Calvin). 

Late Isaac E. Morse, The. 

See (Morse, Isaac Edward). 


Lecture—1863. 

See Weaning of Young America, The. 

Lecture—1865. 

See Poetry of the War, Tlic. 

(Lectures.) 

For lyceum lectures by Holmes, see Appendix 
5, and the following entries here: 

Americanized European, The. 1854. 
Astrology and Alchemy. 

Audience, The. 

(Browning, Robert.) 

(Byron.) 

(Campbell, Thomas.) 

Chief End of Man, The. 

Cities. 

(Coleridge, Samuel Taylor.) 

Critics and Criticism. 

(Emerson. 1883.) 

English Poets of the Nineteenth Century. 
1853. 

English Versification. 1837. 

English Versification. 1872. 

Female Poets (The) of England. 

History of Medicine, The. {ca. 1840.) 
History of Medicine, The. (1851.) 
Homoeopathy (1842). 

Landor, Walter Savage. 

Lecturing and Lecturers. 

Literary Tribunals. 

Love of N'ature. 

Lyrical Passion, The. 

(Macaulay, Thomas Babington.) 

Medical Delusions of the Past. 

Medical Profession in Massachusetts, The. 
Medicine, Past and Present. 

Montgomery, James. 

Moore, Thomas. 

National Prejudices. 

Natural Diet of Man, The. 

New England’s Master-Key. 

Our Second Selves. 

Physical History of Mankind, The. 
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Poetry of the War, The. 

Races of Mankind, The. 

Relations of Poetry and Science, The. 
Religious Poets (The) of England. 

Rogers, Samuel. 

Scientific Mysticism. 

(Scott, Sir Walter, 1853.) 

Shelley. 

Southey, Robert. 

Summary and Conclusion. 

Tennyson, 1853. 

Weaning of Young America, The. 
Wordsworth. 

See also in Part II: The Heart’s Own Secret; A 
Rhymed Lesson. 

Lecturing and Lecturers. 

Lecture before the Boston Mercantile Library 
Association, February 19, 1852. See Appendix 5. 

(Lee, Eliza Buckminster.) Parthenia, or the 
Last Days of Paganism, by Eliza Buckmin¬ 
ster Lee. (Review.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, February 1858, vol. i, 
page 509; unsigned. 


See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
i 8.;2, June and September; 1844; 1846). 

Light of Asia, The, 

See (Arnold, Sir Edwin). 

Literary Ordeal, The. 

This title was used by the Boston Evening 
Transcript in its notice of the lecture "Literary 
Tribunals.” 

Literary Tribunals. 

Lecture before the Boston Mercantile Library 
Association, February 15, 1854. Revised as 
Critics and Criticism.” See Appendix 5. 

(Livermore, George.) Death of George 
Livermore. (Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, September 14,1865.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, 1864-65, vol. viii (published 1866), 
page 456. 

Tribute of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety to the Memory of George Livermore, 
1866, page 17. 


Letter from the Last Man Left by the De¬ 
luge of the Year 1964 to the Last Woman 
Left by the Same. (Written 1864.) 

The Yale Review, April 1918, vol. vii, page 566. 
Memories of a Hostess, by M. A. DeWolfe 
Howe, 1922, page 25. 

The manuscript is in the Morgan Library. 

(Letter-writing.) 

See (Correspondence). 

(Leyden, The puritans in.) 

See (Scaliger, Joseph). 

Library, Boston Society for Medical Im¬ 
provement. 


(Liverpool Philomathic Society banquet, 
August 20,1886. Response of Holmes.) 

Response to the Toast “The President of the 

United States” together with the response of 

the Guest of the Evening, August 20th 1886. 
See page 209. 

(Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth. Letter 

from Holmes, April i, 1882, to William 
Winter.) 

Old Friends, by William Winter, 1909, page 
348. 

(Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth, 1882.) 
Tribute to Henry W. Longfellow. (Massa¬ 
chusetts Historical Society, April 13,1882.) 
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Tributes to Longfellow and Emerson by the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, A. 
Williams & Co., 1882, page 13. 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1882, vol. XIX, page 269. 

Final Memorials of Henry Wadsworth Long¬ 
fellow, edited by Samuel Longfellow, Bos¬ 
ton, 1887, page 359. 

(Lotos Club, New York. April 15,1883.) 

See (Saturday Club, Boston, 1883). 

(Lottery.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, January 28, 1892, in 
the report of a meeting in Tremont Temple, 
Boston, held January 27, 

The Critic, New York, February 6, 1892, new 
series, vol. xvii, page 88. 

Holmes’s opinion is reported as follows: 

I regret that I shall not be able to be present 
at the meeting of the opponents of the lottery 
system as established in Louisiana. I am in en¬ 
tire accord with the feeling which prompts 
this united action against a demoralizing and 
insidious form of gambling, which finds its 
support in ignorance and the craving to be 
rich without labor, too prevalent everywhere, 
and especially among our impatient fellow- 
countrymen, who are eager to barter a hoe 
or a spade for a lottery-ticket. 

(Louisville, Kentucky. Remarks at a dinner 
for ex-Governor Lazarus Whitehead Pow¬ 
ell. September 8,1855.) 

Louisville Courier, September 10,1855. 

Love, from the French of Michelet. (Re¬ 
view.) 

See (Michelet, Jules). 

Love of Nature. 

Lecture, the earliest delivery noted being before 


the New York Mercantile Library Association, 
December 9, 1851. See Appendix 5. 

(Lovering, Joseph. Tribute by Holmes. At 
a dinner, January 15,1889.) 

The bound volume of manuscripts in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection contains at page 755 a 
tribute to Lovering, dated January 15, 1889, pro¬ 
posing that Lovering be presented with a silver 
teapot like that given to Tutor Henry Flynt in 
1738 (see Ot/er the Teacups, Riverside edition, 
vol. IV, page [iii]). The Boston Evening Tran¬ 
script of January 16, 1889, does not list Holmes 
among the speakers at the dinner given to Lover¬ 
ing to honor his fifty years of service at Harvard 
University, but the tribute here preserved in man¬ 
uscript was obviously given on that occasion. The 
Harvard Holmes collection has also Lovering’s 
letter to Holmes, dated March 20, 1889, thank¬ 
ing Holmes for the teapot, a replica of the one 
given Tutor Flynt, which Holmes had ordered 
made and which he had delivered himself. 

(Lowell, James Russell, 1889.) Dr. 
Holmes’s Tribute. (Letter, February 15, 
1889, relating how Lowell urged Holmes 
to become a regular contributor to The 
Atlantic Monthly.^ 

The Critic, New York, February 23, 1889 
(Lowell Birthday Number), new series vol. 
XI, page 89. 

The original is in the Morgan Library. 

(Lowell, James Russell, 1889.) Lowell s 
Birthday. (Remarks by Holmes at the Tav¬ 
ern Club dinner to Lowell, February 22, 
1889.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 23, 1889. 

(Lowell, James Russell, 1891. Interview 
with Holmes on Lowell’s death, August 
12,1891.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, August 13, 1891. 
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(Lowell, James Russell, 1892.) Holmes on 
Lowell. (February 17,1892.) 

The Cambridge Tribune, February 20, 1892. 
The Critic. New York, March 5. 1892, new 
series, vo!. xvii, page 148. 

A manuscript is in the Morgan Library; the ori¬ 
ginal draft is in the Harvard Holmes collection 
in the bound volume of miscellaneous manu¬ 
scripts. page 721. The Morgan Library manuscript 
is dated February 17, 1892. 

(Lowell, Hon. John. Remarks on Dorothy 
Q, the great-great-grandmother of John 

Lowell.) Ives, 104. 

Boston Journal, May 24, 1884. 

Reception and Dinner to the Hon. John Lowell. 
May 23, 1884 (printed 1885), page 29. 

page 299 (“Dorothy Q.”) for a note on the 
manuscript. 

(Lowell Institute, Lectures.) 

See English Poets of the Nineteenth Century. 
1853. 

Medical Profession in Massachusetts, The. 
See also Appendix 5. 

(Lowel! Institute. Remarks by Holmes on 
the influence of the Institute.) 

History of the Lowell Institute, by Harriette 
K. Smith, 1898, page ix. 


Lyrical Passion, The. 

Lecture, the earliest delivery noted being before 
the Brooklyn Athenium, November 28, 1856. 

See Appendix 5. For poems, see pages 269, 276-77, 
328, and 363-64. 


M 

(Macauley, Thomas Babington.) 

A lecture devoted in part to Macauley was 
given before the Lowell Institute, Boston, March 


29 > *853, one of a scries on the English poets of 
the nineteenth century. Sec Appendix 5. For 
poem, see page 396, Stirrup Cup, A. 

Making Dull a Diamond. 

This title was used for an excerpt from The 
Professor in The World of WU and flumor. by 
G. Fenn. London, 1872, page 143, 

Malformation, Case of. 

See Case of Malformation. 

(Massachusetts Historical Society.) 

See 1859. (Irving, Washington.) 
i860. (Salem, Massachusetts.) 

1862. (Stafford, Dr. Edward.) 

1865. (Dante.) 

(Livermore, George.) 

1870. (Kennedy, John Pendleton.) 

(Sargent, Winthrop.) 

1871. (Scott, Sir Walter.) 

1874. (Scaliger, Joseph.) 

1875. (Wyman, Dr. Jeffries. 1874.) 

1877. (Davis, George Thomas.) 

(Motley, John Lothrop.) 

1879. (Bigelow, Dr. Jacob.) 

(Hillard, George Stillman.) 

(Motley, John Lothrop, 1878.) 

1882. (Dana, Richard Henry.) 

(Emerson.) 

(Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth.) 

1888. (Clarke, James Freeman.) 

1889. (Amory, William.) 

1892. (Motley, John Lothrop.) 

(Massachusetts Medical College.) 

See (Harvard Medical School). 

(Massachusetts Medical Society.) 

See 1844. (Boston Society for Medical Im¬ 
provement, 1846.) 

1850. (Homoeopathy, 1850.) 
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i860. Currents and Counter-Currents in 
Medical Science. 

(Perry, Dr. Marshall Sears.) 

(Roby, Dr. Joseph.) 

1867. (Jackson, Dr. James, 1867.) 

1881. (Chase, Mary.) 

See also (Suffolk District Medical Society), 
(Boston Medical Association), (Boston Society 
for Medical Improvement, 1846), and Part II, 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1852.) 

Holmes presided at the dinner, at the annual 
meeting of the Society, June 23,1852, in Pittsfield. 
The Pittsfield Sun, July i, prints a brief report of 
the meeting and refers to Holmes’s presiding at 
the dinner “in his happiest vein.” 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for 
July 7 (vol. XLvi, page 462) reports: “It is only 
necessary to say that the festive part of this occa¬ 
sion was everything that would have been antici¬ 
pated from the eloquence, wit and genius of the 
anniversary chairman, Dr. Holmes, who presided 
at the table.” 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1855. Af¬ 
ter-dinner speech, with poem, June 27, 
1855.) 

Springfield Republican, June 30, 1855. 

See also page 349. 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1856.) 
Speech. (Annual dinner. May 28,1856.) 

Boston Journal, May 29, 1856. 

Speeches of Drs. Thompson, Jackson, Homans, 
Holmes, Durkee, and Williams at the An¬ 
nual Dinner of the Mass. Medical Society, 
Boston, May, 1856, page 9. See page 68. 

Briefly reported in other newspapers (in the 
Boston Traveller, May 29, 1856, and in the Bos¬ 
ton Daily Advertiser, May 30) with title “TTc 
Responsibilities of the Medical Man,” and in The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, June 5 (vol. 


Liv, page 365). Concludes with “A Toast to the 
Surgeons,” specifically of Washington, D. C., 
then tending Charles Sumner. 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1858.) 

Holmes prefaced his reading of “The Two 
Armies” at the dinner on May 26 with a “perti¬ 
nent exordium” according to The Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal of June 3 (vol. lviii, page 
365). In The Autocrat (Riv, i, 225), Holmes 
claims to remember having said only this: “that 
he had rather write a single line which one 
among them should think worth remembering 
than set them all laughing with a string of Epi¬ 
grams,” This appeared of course in the July At¬ 
lantic, late in June. Ironically, The Journal had 
not been able to record even that much but did 
note a rather painful pun. 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1867,) Re¬ 
marks in response to the toast, “The Union 
of Science and Genius.’* (Annual dinner, 
June 5,1867.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 6, 1867. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, June 
13, 1867, vol. Lxxvi, page 399. 

Atlantic Advertiser & Miscellany, July 1867, 
no. 117, page 3. 

Holmes apparently supplied the Advertiser 
with an advance copy of his speech. In his note¬ 
books for The Guardian Angel (Harvard Holmes 
collection), he had pasted a strip of newspaper 
proof and added a manuscript note: “Mass. Med 
Soc Left this all out from my dinner speech. 

The passage, which does not appear in the Ad¬ 
vertiser, is an explanation of his purpose in writ¬ 
ing the novels Elsie Venner and The Guardian 
Angel; the second was then running in The At¬ 
lantic Monthly. 

(Massachusetts Medical Society, 1883. A 
toast to the Massachusetts Medical Society. 

Dinner, June 13,1883.) 
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The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, June 
21, 1883, vol. cviii, page 592. 

The New England Journal of Medicine, Janu¬ 
ary 29, 1931, vol. cciv, page 224; in a letter 
dated June 5th, 1883. 

(Mnssachusetts Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals,) Suggestive Hints 
from Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

The Ark (Massachusetts Society for the Pre¬ 
vention of Cruelty to Animals), February 26, 
1875’ ''ol- 1, no. 5, page i. 

Holmes s letter jokingly complains that chari¬ 
ties such as this are guilty of overworking poets 
and that this one in particular is unfair, for “It 
protects my neighbor’s dog, who howls all night, 
beneath my window. . . The neighbor’s dog 
IS no fiction; Holmes’s drafts of letters to his 
neighbor complaining about the dog have re¬ 
cently been added to the Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion. 


May and October. 

The New-England Magazine. June 1832, vol. .1, 
449; signed: O.W.H. 

Mechanism in Thought and xMorals. An 
Address Delivered before the Phi Beta 

Kappa Society of Harvard University 
June 29,1870. Riv. viii, 260. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 30, 1870. 

Mechanism in Thought and Morals, by 

Holmes, 1871. See page 141. 

Pages from an Old Volume of Life, by Holmes 
1883. 

Mechanism of Vital Actions, The. (Re- 
view.) 

The North American Review, July 1857, vol. 
Lxxxv, page 39. 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, with Other Addresses and Essays, by 
Holmes, 1861. ^ 


Medical Characters in Paris. 

Sec (Boston Society for Medical Improvement 
1837, 1841). 


Medical Delusions of the Past. 

The second of three lectures un.lcr tl.c general 
litle “Scientific Mysticism,” given before the So¬ 
ciety for the Hidusion of Useful Knowledge. Bos- 
ton. February 9, 1842. TTis was combined with 
the third lecture, “Homa-opathy,” to make the 
printed essay, \loma- 6 imhy and Its Kindred De¬ 
lusions, q.v. See also Appendix 5. 


Medical Directions for Governor Win- 
throp. 

See (Stafford, Dr. Edward). 


(Medical education, 1849.) The Views of 
the Medical Faculty of Harvard Univer¬ 
sity, Relative to the Extension of the Lee- 
ture Term. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1849). The 
\hews, etc. 


(Medical education, 1850.) Practical Views 
on Medical Education. Submitted to the 
members of the American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation by the Medical Faculty of Harvard 
University, July 10,1850. 

5 ee (Harvard Medical School, ,850). Practical 
Views, etc. 


Medical Highways and By-Ways. A Lee 

ture Delivered before the Students of the 

Medical Department of Harvard Univer¬ 
sity, May 10, 1882. 


The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, June 
I, 1882, vol. cvi, page 505; with comment at 
page 522 on Holmes’s reference to homceop- 


1882. See page 187. 
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The Boston Medical Library has the manu¬ 
script that was used as printer’s copy. It has the 
title “Some Stepping Stones and Stumbling 
Blocks in the History of Medicine.” 

See (Harvard Medical School, i88i. The His¬ 
tory and Progress of Medical Science) for addi¬ 
tional data about this essay, which is a revision of 
a lecture given earlier. 

Medical Libraries. (Address at the open¬ 
ing of the new building of the Boston Med¬ 
ical Library Association, December 3, 
1878.) Riv.ix,^g 6 . 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 12, 1878, vol. xcix, page 745; with 
title: “Dedicatory Address,” etc. 

(The same, reprinted.) See page 171. 
Dedication of the New Building and Hall of 
the Boston Medical Library Association, 
1878 (with report of the librarian, 1881), 
page I. See page 172. 

Medical Essays, by Holmes, 1883. 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection in the bound volume of miscellaneous 
manuscripts, page 127. It is the printer’s copy 
for the medical journal and bears a note, not in 
Holmes’s hand, on the reverse of the final page: 

Original i. 

Dec. 12. 

A.L.O. 

Proof & manuscript to Dr. Holmes 296 Beacon 
St., Friday with directions for returns as Dr. 
H. will wish to see a revised proof. Monday. 

“A.L.O.” is Dr. A. L. Oliver, editor of the medi¬ 
cal journal. 

(Medical literature.) Report of the Com¬ 
mittee on Medical Literature. 

See (American Medical Association, 1848). 

(Medical observation.) 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 

1839). 


Medical Profession in Massachusetts, The. 
(Lowell Institute lecture, January 29, 
1869.) Riv. ix,p2. 

Lectures Delivered in a Course before the Low¬ 
ell Institute, in Boston, by Members of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, on Sub¬ 
jects Relating to the Early History of Massa¬ 
chusetts, 1869, page 257. 

The Medical Profession in Massachusetts, by 
Holmes, Boston, John Wilson and Son, 1869. 
See page 139. 

Medical Essays, by Holmes, 1883. 

Medical School, The. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1875). 

Medical Science as It Is and Has Been. 

This title was used for a lecture on the history 
of medicine. See Appendix 5. 

(Medical statistics.) 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment, 1846). 

(Medicine and literature. Letter to ‘Tat¬ 
tler,” July 12,1874.) 

The New Orleans Medical and Surgical Jour¬ 
nal, September 1874, new series vol. ii, pag^ 
296. 

The New England Journal of Medicine, Octo¬ 
ber 14,1937, vol. ccxvn, page 619. 

Medicine in Boston, by Samuel A. Green, 
M.D.; Additional Memoranda by Oliver 

Wendell Holmes, M.D. 

The Memorial History of Boston, edited by Jus 
tin Winsor, 1881, vol. iv, page 549. 

Holmes’s contribution contains (page 5^^^) 
“Personal Recollections of Noted Physicians , 
namely, Edward Augustus Holyoke, John Jcffncs, 
Samuel Danforth, James Jackson, John Collins 
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Dr. Holmes at Eighty. 
Unidentified Photograph. Ca. 1890. 
Harvard Archives. 




Salves for Dr. Holmes. 1890 and 1894. 
Dr. Edmund J. Butler. 
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Warren, Jacob Bigelow, John Ware, John Bar¬ 
nard Swett Jackson; also three Cambridge doc¬ 
tors, Benjamin Waterhouse, William Carnage, 
and Timothy L. Jennison. 

The manuscript, used by the printer, is in the 
Morgan Library. 

Medicine, Past and Present. 

Tliis title was frequently used for a lecture on 
the history of medicine, given during the 1848/49 
lecture season. The same lecture was repeated dur¬ 
ing the 1851/52 season with the title “The His¬ 
tory of Medicine.” See Appendix 5. 

(Memmius.) Speech of Caius Memmius. 

See (Harvard College, 1828), 

(Metcalf, Theodore. Remarks by Holmes 
at a dinner celebrating the fiftieth anniver¬ 
sary of the establishment in business of 
Theodore Metcalf, Boston druggist, with 
reminiscences of other Boston apothecaries, 
March 29,1887.) 

Boston Evening Transcript, March 30, 1887. 

The manuscript is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection in the bound volume of miscellaneous 
manuscripts, page 707. The illustration opposite 
shows prescriptions filled by Metcalf for Holmes. 
The prescriptions are for salves. That of 1890, in 
Holmes s hand, uses camphor, quinine, and lard, 
perfumed with bergamot. That of 1894, in Met¬ 
calf s hand, uses sulphur, zinc oxide, and vase¬ 
line. 

(Michelet, Jules.) Love, from the French of 

M. }. Michelet, translated by J. W. Palmer, 
M.D. (Review.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, September 1859, vol. iv, 
391; unsigned. 

A portion of the original manuscript, differing 

from the printed text, is in the Wilson collection 
(vol. II, page 512). 
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(Microscope, 1846.) 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1846). 

(Microscope, April, June 1852. Boston So¬ 
ciety for Medical Improvement, April 12, 
1852. American Academy of Arts and Sci¬ 
ences, June 8,1852.) 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, June 8, 1852, vol. iii (pub¬ 
lished 1857), page 5. 

Holmes demonstrated this microscope at a 
meeting of the Boston Society for Medical Im¬ 
provement on April 12, 1852. The Society’s rec¬ 
ords note (vol. VII, page 49) “The instrument will 
be described elsewhere by its inventor.” 

(Microscope, May 1852.) On the Use of Di¬ 
rect Light in Microscopic Researches. 
(American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
May 4,1852.) 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, May 4, 1852, vol. ii (published 
1852), page 326. 

(Microscope, 1853.) Microscopic Prepara¬ 
tions. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, May 
1853, vol. xLviii, page 337. 

(Microscope, 1857.) Stand for the Com¬ 
pound Microscope. (Boston Society of Na¬ 
tural History, August 5,1857.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 10, 1857, vol. Lvii, page 376; with 
illustration. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural 
History, 1859, vol. vi, page 247. 

(Microscope, 1862. Microscope stand ex¬ 
hibited and described. Boston Society of 
Natural History, November 5, 1862.) 
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Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural 
History, 1865, vol. ix, page 178. 

(Microscope, 1863.) University Lectures. 
(October 13-30,1863.) 

As the first of Harvard’s University Lectures 
series, Holmes gave six public lectures on the 
microscope. The lectures were announced in The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, September 
10, vol. Lxix, page 128. They were given on Oc¬ 
tober 13, 16, 20, 23, 27, and 30, 1863. 

(Microscope, 1866. Recent improvements 
in the microscope. Essex Institute, May i, 

1866.) 

Salem Gazette, May 4, 1866. 

Proceedings of the Essex Institute, May i, 1866, 
vol. v (published January 1867), page 18. 

(Microscope, 1877.) Address delivered at 
the Annual Meeting of the Boston Micro¬ 
scopical Society, April 27,1877. 

See (Boston Microscopical Society). 

Microscopical Anatomy of the Bone. (Bos¬ 
ton Society for Medical Improvement, Jan¬ 
uary 27,1851.) 

American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
April 1851, new series vol. xxi, page 339. 
Transactions of the American Medical Associa¬ 
tion, 1851, vol. IV, appendix, page 52; sum¬ 
mary in the Report of the Committee on 
Medical Science. 

Extracts from the Records of the Boston So¬ 
ciety for Medical Improvement, 1853, vol. i, 
page 133. 

Holmes first reported on this subject at a meet¬ 
ing of the Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment on June 26, 1848 (manuscript records of the 
Society, vol. vi, page 8; referred to also in Pro- 
ceedings of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, 1851, vol. ii, page 257; 1852, vol. iii, 
page 20). 


Minister Plenipotentiary, The. 

See (Beecher, Henry Ward, 1864). 

(Montague, Zebina Clinton, ca. 1859.) 

Zebina Clinton Montague, of Amherst, Massa¬ 
chusetts, was one of Holmes’s admiring corre¬ 
spondents; his letters to Holmes are in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. In one of December 10, 
1859, he asks if he may use Holmes’s letters to 
him in a projected book; no book by Montague 
has been found. 

Montgomery, James. 

A lecture devoted in part to Montgomery was 
given before the Lowell Institute, Boston, March 
22, 1853, one of a series on the English poets of 
the nineteenth century. See Appendix 5. 

Moore, Thomas. 

A lecture devoted in part to Moore was given 
before the Lowell Institute, Boston, March 25, 
1853, one of a series on the English poets of the 
nineteenth century. See Appendix 5. For poems, 
see pages 328 and 351. 

(Morphy, Paul.) Speech. (By Holmes at 
the dinner given in Boston to Paul Morphy, 
the chess expert. May 31, 1859, at which 
Holmes presided.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June i, 1859. 

(Morse, Isaac Edward.) The Late Isaac E. 
Morse, 

Boston Daily Advertiser, March 5,1866; signed; 

O.W.H. 

New Orleans Crescent, March 14, r866. 

Obituary Notices of Hon. Isaac Edward Morse 

(1866, leaflet). See page 128. 

Mortal Antipathy, A. Riv. vii. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January-Dcccmber 1885, 
vols. LV and lvi; with tide: “The New Port¬ 
folio.” 
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A Mortal Antipathy, by Holmes, 1885. See 
page 197. 

The manuscript of the novel is in the Library of 
Congress. The manuscript of the three magazine 
sections of the introduction, as prepared for The 
Atlantic, is in the Aldrich papers, Harvard li¬ 
brary. A notebook and an outline used in prepar¬ 
ing the novel are in the Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion. 

Mothers and Infants. 

See (Donne, Dr. Alfred). 

(Motley, John Lothrop, 1877. Tribute by 

Holmes. Massachusetts Historical Society, 
June 14,1877.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 15, 1877. 

Tribute of the Massachusetts Historical Socie¬ 
ty to the Memory of Edmund Quincy and 
John Lothrop Modey, 1877, 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1876-77, vol. XV (published 1878), page 
292. 

(Motley, John Lothrop, 1878.) John Lo¬ 
throp Motley; A Memoir. 

John Lothrop Modey, by Holmes, 1879. 
page 172. 

(The same, abridged.) Proceedings of the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Historical Society, November-De- 
cember, 1878. (Inclusive), page 404, serial 
number IV; also in the bound volume for 
1878, vol. XVI (published 1879), p^ge 404. 

Also as an offprint, repaged, see page 174. 

The Library of Congress has the manuscript 
and the notebooks used in preparing the book. 


The manuscript is in the Morgan Library, 
which has also two notes by Holmes, dated Dec. 
3 and Dec, 8, 1887, in the first of which he refuses 
to write this sketch and in the second agrees to 
write it. 

(Motley, John Lothrop, 1892. Letter from 
Holmes, November 7, 1892, transmitting a 
statement by Charles T. Tuckerman in re¬ 
gard to the resignation of Motley as minis¬ 
ter to Austria. Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, November 10,1892.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, 1892-94, 2d series vol. viii (vol. 
xxvin of the whole series), page 21. 

(Motley, Mary Elizabeth.) M.E.M. (Trib¬ 
ute by Holmes.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, January 6, 1875. 

Mary Elizabeth (Benjamin) Motley was the 
wife of John Lothrop Motley, and is said to be the 
Mary to whom Holmes referred in his Harvard 
Commencement poem in 1829. 

(Museum of Comparative Zoology.) 

See (Felton, Cornelius Conway, 1862). 

(Wyman, Dr. Jeffries). 

Holmes served the museum as secretary from 

the first meeting on May 4, 1859, to May i, 1875, 

when his resignation as a member of the faculty 

of the Museum was accepted. He was an original 

member of the faculty as specified by Francis C. 

Gray, whose legacy to Harvard established the 

Museum. The manuscript records in Holmes’s 

hand are in the Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
Harvard. 


(Motley John Lothrop, 1888.) Motley. % Hunt after “The Captain.”wV/,/6. 

\ lOgraphical sketch.) Tlie Atlantic Monthly, December 1862, vol. x, 

Appletons’ Cyclopaedia of American Biography, 738; unsigned. 

1888, vol. IV, page 438; the authorship stated Soundings from the Atlantic, by Holmes i86a 
on page rixi. 

Opinions of this essay and, more precisely of 
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the propriety of Holmes’s printing it vary. The 
judgment of one of the captain’s contemporaries 
is of interest. Writing his mother on November 
30, 1862, to acknowledge receiving The Atlantic, 
John Chipman Gray objected vigorously to the 
Doctor’s indulgence in personalities, “but I was 
much interested in it and his description of the 
people and the country is wonderfully correct and 
graphic, considering what a cursory view of them 
he must have had” (IVar Letters 1862^186^ oj 
]ohn Chipman Gray and John Codman Ropes, 
Boston, 1927, page 31). 

N 

National Prejudices. 

Lecture before the Franklin Institute, Boston, 
December 9, 1839. See Appendix 5. 

Natural Diet of Man, The. 

Lecture before the Boston Lyceum, December 
10, 1840. See Appendix 5. 

Nature. (Lecture.) 

See Love of Nature. 

(Neuralgia.) On the Nature and Treat¬ 
ment of Neuralgia. (Boylston Prize Dis¬ 
sertation, 1837.) 

Boylston Prize Dissertations for the Years 1836 
and 1837, by Holmes (published 1838). See 
page 28. 

New Century (The) and the New Build¬ 
ing of the Harvard Medical School. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1883). 

(New England Society, New York, 1855.) 
Oration. (December 21,1855.) 

Semi-Centennial Celebration of the New Eng¬ 
land Society in the City of New York, De¬ 
cember, 1855 (published 1856), page 5. 
(Offprint of the Oration from the above.) See 
page 67. 


The New England Society Orations, edited by 
Cephas Brainerd and Eveline Warner Brain- 
erd, 1901, vol. ii, page 271. 

The NeW'Yorf^ Tribune of December 22 closed 
its report of Holmes’s oration with the comment, 
“Prolonged applause and hisses.” The New-Yor}{^ 
Evening Post of December 22 remarked: “Sena¬ 
tor Seward delivered an oration yesterday at 
Plymouth, in commemoration of the landing of 
the Pilgrims. . . . Oliver Wendell Holmes per¬ 
formed the same office in this city, but in a very 
different and far less acceptable way.” In view of 
the growing excitement throughout the country 
over the question of Negro slavery, it is not 
strange that many in the audience objected to the 
orator’s observations on the problem of the future 
relation of the black and white races, and many 
could not share wholly his horror at the thought 
of disunion. At the Society’s banquet the next 
day, it was not possible for the incident of the 
hissing to pass unnoticed. Holmes referred to it in 
his after-dinner verses: 

Come, let us be cheerful; we scolded last 
night, 

And they cheered us, and—never mind— 
meant it all right. 

When Pierpont, who had been the poet of the 
day, was called on at the dinner, just after Holmes, 
he too referred to the hissing. Taking his cue from 
the allusion Holmes had made in his oration to 
the old story of lo and her gadfly, he recited these 
lines in answer to the dissenters: 

Our brother Holmes’s gadfly was a thing 

To 10 known by its tormenting sting: 

The noisome insect still is known by this, 

But geese and serpents by their harmless hiss. 

Before the applause at this sally had died down. 
Holmes rose and, turning to Pierpont, made this 
impromptu response: 

Well said, my trusty brother—bravely done; 

Sit down, good neighbor,—now / owe you one, 

(Page 85 of the pamphlet listed above.) 
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Criticism of the address continued, augmented 
by his expression of similar Union-saving senti¬ 
ments in his “Ode for Washington’s Birthday.” 
In March 1856, the Exeter [N. H.j News-Letter 
printed a sharp anonymous attack on both tlic ad¬ 
dress and the ode, referring particularly to 
Holmes’s allusion to Governor N. P. Banks in the 
ode. See page 414 for an account of the contro¬ 
versy that ensued and Holmes’s reply to his critics. 

(New England Society, New York, 1857, 
Letter of regret from Holmes, with senti¬ 
ment, November 13, 1857.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, December 24, 1857. 

(New England Society, New York, 1864.) 

See Great Moral Exhibition. 

New England’s Master-Key. (Lecture at 
Dowse Institute, Cambridge, November 
15) 1864.) 

A private printing, in large type, of this lecture 
is recorded at page 120. It has never been re¬ 
printed. See also Appendix 5. 

New Portfolio, The. 

This is the title under which Holmes’s novel, 
/i Mortal Antipathy, appeared in The Atlantic 
Monthly; it was used also in T he Atlantic as a gen¬ 
eral title for three later contributions, “A Cry 
from the Study,” “Two ‘Occasional’ Poems with 
an Introduction,” and “A Prospective Visit.” 

New York Harvard Club. 

See (Harvard Club of New York City, 1880). 

(New York Odontological Society.) 

See (Dentistry). 

New York “Pseudo-Critics” in 1850. (Let¬ 
ter from Holmes, November 9, 1850, to E. 

A. Duyekinck.) 


Bulletin of the New York Public Library, No¬ 
vember 1900, vo!. IV, page 356. 

(Niagara Falls. Letter from Holmes, Jan¬ 
uary 1883, on the preservation of the Falls.) 

The Outing, February 1883, vol. i, page 2. 

(Nineteenth Century Club, New York.) 
The Poetry of Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
(Lecture, April 17, 1883.) 

See (Emerson, 1883). 

(Numerical System.) 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment, 1836). 

(Nursing.) 

In a letter of July 26, 1891 (Morgan Library), 
Holmes lists the work he is doing; the list in¬ 
cludes (as the third item) “An Introduction to a 
work on Nursing, (not yet written).” No trace 
of this introduction has been found. 


o 

(Occasional poet.) Holmes on being one. 
Letter to Thomas Wentworth Higginson, 
September 30,1872.) 

A Reader’s History of American Literature, by 
Thomas Wentworth Higginson and Henry 
Walcott Boynton (copyright 1903); in fac¬ 
simile facing page 158. 

The original letter was in the Wilson collection, 

not noted in the printed catalogues; the letter was 

kept by Mr. Wilson in the second volume of his 

copy of Morse, which is omitted from the printed 
catalogues. 

Old Books. 

The New-England Magazine, January 1832, 
vol. II, page 46; signed: O. W. H. 
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On the Nature and Treatment of Neural¬ 
gia. 

See (Neuralgia). 

On the use of Coffee etc—Dyspepsia. 

This title is listed in the manuscript notebook 
Index-Memoranda” (Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion); no clue to its occasion has been discovered. 

On the Utility and Importance of Direct 
Exploration in Medical Practice. 

See (Direct Exploration). 

Oration, July 4,1863. 

See Inevitable Trial, The, 

(Organ in Boston Music Hall.) 

See Great Instrument, The. 

Our Battle Laureate. 

See (Brownell, Henry Howard). 

Our Hundred Days in Europe. Riv. x. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March-October 1887, 
vols. Lix and lx; with a supplementary note 
of additions and corrections, January 1888, 
vol. Lxi, page 127. 

Our Hundred Days in Europe, by Holmes, 
1887. See page 212. 

The manuscript is in the Library of Congress. 
Notes for and fragments of an early draft are in 
the Harvard Holmes collection. See also “After 
‘Our Hundred Days.’ ” 

Our Progressive Independence. 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1864, vol. xiii, 
page 497; unsigned. 

This essay is based upon the lecture “The Wean¬ 
ing of Young America,” q.v. A comparison of the 
texts shows that the essay uses large sections of 
the lecture; the revisions are of a kind to make the 
essay less rhetorical in style and somewhat more 
complex in thought than the lecture. 


Our Second Selves. 

Lecture before the Boston Mercantile Library 
Association, December 23, 1857. See Appendix 
5. For poem, see pages 369 ff. 

Over the Teacups. Riv. iv. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1888 and Janu- 
ary-November 1890, vols. lxi, lxv, and lxvi. 
Over the Teacups, by Holmes, 1891. See page 
226, 

The manuscript is in the Library of Congress; 
the manuscript notes used for the book are in the 
Harvard Holmes collection. 

(Oxford, Massachusetts. Letter from 
Holmes, June 1879, speaking of visits to 
Oxford and his father’s memoir.) 

See (Daniels, George F.). 

P 

Pages from an Old Volume of Life. 

Title used in 1883 for a collection of prose es¬ 
says. See page 190. 

Paper on Numerical System. 

TThis title is listed in the manuscript notebook 
“Index-Memoranda” (Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion); see Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment, 1836. 

(Parisian lecturers, sketch of.) 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1837,1841), 

(Parker, Henry Webster, letters to.) 

See (Theology). 

(Parker, Theodore.) 

A brief note of Holmes’s opinion of Parker ap¬ 
pears in the New-‘Yorf^ Tribune, July 29, 18791 
page 4. 
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(Parkman, Dr. George.) George Parkman. 
(Tribute by Holmes. Massachusetts Medi¬ 
cal College, November 7, 1850.) 

The Benefactors of the Medical School of Har¬ 
vard University, by Holmes, 1850, page 17. 

See also (Webster-Parkman trial). 

(Parks.) Address at Faneuil Hall, June 7, 

1876. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June 8, 1876. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
June 29, 1876, vol. xciv, page 755; extracts. 
Parks for the People; Proceedings of a Public 
Meeting at Faneuil Hall, Boston: Rand, 
Avery & Co., 1876, page 20. 

(Parsons, Thomas William. Letter to Mrs. 
Maria S. Porter.) 

The Bostonian, June 1895, vol. ii, page 249. 

Parthenia. 

See (Lee, Eliza Buckminster). 

(Peirce, Benjamin.) 

See (Destiny). 

(Pen.) 

See (Gold pen). 

Performing Seals. (Letter, March 24, 
1888.) 

Performing Seals, 1888. (Advertising card.) 
See page 220. 

(Pericarditis.) 

See (Acute Pericarditis). 

(Perry, Dr. Marshall Sears. Tribute by 
Holmes. Massachusetts Medical Society, 
May 30, i860.) 

Medical Communications of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, i860, vol, ix (2d series, vol. 
page 351. 


Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, by Holmes, i860 (the 55-page issue), 
page ^i. See page 86. 

Personal Recollections of Noted Physi¬ 
cians. 

See Medicine in Boston. 


Phacuidoscope, The. (Letter, n.d.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
March 20, 1862, vo!. lxvi , page 160. 

This letter to The Journal also corrects an error 
in Holmes’s Border-Lines, 


Phi Beta Kappa, Dartmouth. 

See Relations of Poetry and Science, The. 

Phi Beta Kappa, Harvard. 

See Mechanism in Thought and Morals. 

(Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachu¬ 
setts, Exhibition, 1825.) 

See Fancy. 


(Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachu¬ 
setts, 1825. The Social Fraternity.) 

The manuscript records of the Social Fraternity, 

a schoolboy literary society, reveal that Holmes' 

made the following contributions to the Society’s 
meetings in 1825: 


March I 
March 15 

March 22 
March 29 
April 5 

April 19 

3 

June 7 



A Composition. 

A Debate: on the tariff ques¬ 
tion, O.W.H. on the negative, 

A Declamation. 

A Criticism. 

A Speaking Contest. O.W.H. 
a leader. His side is the winner. 

An Original Declamation. 

A Debate: on whether the 
poet or the orator was the more 
worthy of admiration. 

A Speaking Contest. O.W.H. 
a leader. His side is the winner. 
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A Composition. 

A Criticism. 

A Debate: on whether the con¬ 
duct of Queen Elizabeth to¬ 
ward Mary Queen of Scots was 
justifiable. (See ‘‘Cinders from 
the Ashes/’ Rit/. viii, 255.) 

The records do not indicate whether or not any 
of these contributions included verse. Nor is there 
any indication of which side Holmes took in the 
debate upon the relative worth of the poet and 
orator. His opponent on this occasion was Frederic 
Crocker, who became a member of the Harvard 
class of ’29. Holmes’s friend Phinehas Barnes was 
his opponent in the last debate. This occasion was 
public, the guest speaker being the one man 
Holmes hated, the teacher Jonathan Clement. 
(The manuscript records of the Society are in the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Memorial Library, 
Phillips Academy, Andover.) 

(Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachu¬ 
setts, 1875. Letter, May 24,1875, of reminis¬ 
cences by Holmes.) 

Semi-Centennial of the Philomathean Society, 
Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass., May 26, 
1875, page 73. 

(Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachu¬ 
setts, 1886.) Speech of Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. (First dinner of the Phillips Acad¬ 
emy Alumni Association, March 24,1886.) 
Ives, 114. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, March 25, 1886. 
Speeches at the First Dinner of the Phillips 
Academy Alumni Association, 1886, page 21. 

Physical History of Mankind, The. 

Three lectures delivered before the Boston Ly¬ 
ceum, October 14, 21, and 28, 1841. See Appen¬ 
dix 5. 

Physical Life in New England. 

This title was used by Holmes when he de¬ 


livered “The Americanized European” in Cin¬ 
cinnati on September 6, 1855. See Appendix 5. 
For poem, see page 399, There is a weeping. 

Physiology of Quacks. 

In a letter to John M. Creed (Sydney, Austra¬ 
lia), dated April 25, 1891, Holmes acknowledges 
the receipt of some books on Quackery, which 
Creed (editor of the Australasian Medical Ga¬ 
zette) had sent him upon reading a notice of his 
paper on “Physiology of Quacks” (The Boston 
Medical and Surgical journal, August 27, 1891, 
vol. cxxv, page 231). No such paper has turned 
up; the inference is that Creed had read some 
comment on an installment of Over the Teacups. 
The allusion could also be to Homoeopathy and 
Its Kindred Delusions. 

Physiology (The) of Versification. Har¬ 
monies of Organic and Animal Life. Riv. 
viii, j/5. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
January 7, 1875, vol. xcii, page 6. 

Pages from an Old Volume of Life, by Holmes, 
1883. 

A lecture on “English Versification,” October 
26, 1872, in a course of free lectures for women on 
literary subjects (arranged by James T. Fields), 
was the basis for this article. The manuscript 
notes for it are in the Harvard Holmes collection. 

Physiology of Walking, The. Riv. viii, 121. 

The Atlantic Monthly, May 1863, vol, xi, page 
567; unsigned, with title: “The Human 
Wheel, Its Spokes and Felloes.” Illustrated. 
TTie Human Wheel. Republished by B. Frank 
Palmer, surgeon-artist, Philadelphia, 1863. 
See page 117. 

Soundings from the Atlantic, by Holmes, 1864. 

Piano Pounding. 

This title is given to an excerpt from The Poet 
at the Breal{jast-Table in Musical Record, Bos¬ 
ton, January 1888, no. 312, page i. 


July 5 
July 19 
August 10 
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(Piatt, John James, 1878, 1897. Letter by 
Holmes, June ii, 1878.) 

Odes in Ohio, and Other Poems, 1897. (Adver¬ 
tising leaflet.) See page 255. 

Pillow-Smoothing Authors. With a Pre¬ 
lude on Night-Caps, and Comments on an 
Old Writer (Burton’s Anatomy of Melan¬ 
choly). 

The Atlantic Monthly, April 1883, vol. li, 

P^ge 457- 

A correction by Holmes for this essay is in The 
Atlantic Monthly, “Contributor’s Club,” June 
1883, vol. LI, page 852. 

The manuscript of the article is in the Aldrich 
papers, Harvard library. 

(Pittsfield, Massachusetts, 1849.) 

See (Ploughing match). 

(Pittsfield, Massachusetts, 1886.) Oliver 
Wendell Holmes writes Charmingly about 
his former Pittsfield Home. (Letter to Mrs. 
Caroline L. Kellogg.) 

Pittsfield Sun, February ii, 1886. 

(Ploughing match.) Report on the Plough¬ 
ing Match. (Berkshire Agricultural Socie¬ 
ty, Pittsfield, October 4,1849.) Cam. J59. 

Pittsfield Sun, October ii, 1849. 

The History of Pittsfield, by J. E. A. Smith, 
1876, page 666. 

The Complete Poetical Works of Holmes, 1895 
(Cambridge edition), page 339. 

(Plymouth Colony.) True History (A) of 
Plymouth Colony. 

Incorrecdy attributed to Holmes. The Boston 
Evening Transcript of January 8, 1859, carries the 
following note; “The Wrong Author. We have 
authority for saying that Dr. O. W. Holmes is 
not the writer of ‘A True History of Plymouth 


Colony’ which appears in the New York Ledger.” 
Probably the article was attributed to Idolmcs be¬ 
cause some rumor of the Ledgers attempt (Sep- 
tcmbcr-October 1858) to get him as a regular 
contributor had got about. 

(Poet and Orator, Debate on.) 

See (Phillips Academy, Andover, Xfassachu- 
setts, 1825. The Social Fraternity). 

Poet (The) at the Breakfast-Table. Rw. lii. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January-December 
1872, vols. XXIX and xxx. 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, by Holmes, 
1872. See page 144. 

The manuscript notebooks for this series are in 
the Harvard Holmes collection. 

Poet (The) to the Children. (Letter to 
John B. Peaslee, November 20, 1880.) 

The New York Times, November 27, 1880. 
Leaflets from Standard Authors. Holmes, com¬ 
piled by Josephine E. Hodgdon, 1881. page 

II. 

Thoughts and Experiences, by J. B. Peaslee, 
1900, page 287. 

Poetry and Science. 

See Relations of Poetry and Science, The. 

Poetry of Ralph Waldo Emerson, The. 

See (Emerson, 1883). 

Poetry of the War, The. (Lecture at the 

Dowse Institute, Cambridge, November 
21,1865.) 

A private printing, in large type, with the title 
“Lecture—1865,” is recorded at page 127. It has 
never been reprinted. See Appendix 5. 

Poets and Poetry. (Fragment.) 

Chips from Literary Workshops, New York, 

July 1895, vol. I, no, 5, page 6; where it is 
dated as of 1884. 
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(Poets and poetry. Fragment on American 
poets.) 

The Critic, New York, June 8, 1889, new series 
vol, XI, page 285. 

Popular mistakes, An essay of. 

See Essay of popular mistakes as to the efficacy 
of medicine. 

Position (The) and Prospects of the Medi¬ 
cal Student. (Boylston Medical Society, 
January 12, 1844.) 

The Position and Prospects of the Medical Stu¬ 
dent, by Holmes, 1844. See page 35. 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, with Other Addresses, by Holmes, 1861. 

Power of the Stump, The. 

This title was used in the Pennsylvania Free¬ 
man, April 22,1852, for an extract from Holmes’s 
lecture on “Lecturing and Lecturers,” q.v., Ap¬ 
pendix 5. 

Practical Ethics of the Physician. 

This title was used in Modern Eloquence, 
edited by Thomas B. Reed, 1900, vol. viii, page 
677, for “Valedictory Address, Delivered to the 
Medical Graduates of Harvard University, March 
10, 1858.” 

Practical Views on Medical Education. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1850). 

Probable Error, A. 

See (Darwin, Charles Robert). 

Professor (The) at the Breakfast-Table. 
Riv. iL 

The Atlantic Monthly, January-December 1859, 
vols. in and iv; unsigned. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table, by 
Holmes, i860. See page 88. 

The manuscript is in the Huntington Library. 

Professor’s Story, The. 

See Elsie Venner. 


Proposed Filling of Charles River, The, 

See (Charles River Basin). 

Prospective Visit, A. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1886, vol. lviii, 
page i; under the general title: “The New 
Portfolio.” 

In this contribution Holmes presents an inter¬ 
esting account of his years spent in Europe, 1833 
to 1835. Using this same title. Holmes prefixed 
to Our Hundred Days in Europe a much briefer 
account of his first trip to Europe. 

The manuscript of the magazine version is in 
the Aldrich papers, Harvard library. 

(Pseudo-Critics.) 

See New York “Pseudo-Critics,” in 1850. 

(Public libraries. Letter from Holmes, 
April 1881, supporting the free library 
movement.) 

Montreal Star, May 19, 1881, and reprinted 
September 6, 1884. 

The New York Times, May 30, 1881. 

(Public parks.) 

See Parks. 

Puerperal Fever as a Private Pestilence. 

This title was used in 1855 (see page 34) for 
a reprint, with long introduction, of The Con¬ 
tagiousness of Puerperal Fever, q.v. 

Pulpit and the Pew, The. Riv. viii, 402. 

The North American Review, February 1881, 
vol. cxxxii, page 117. 

(The same, as an offprint.) See page 185. 

Papes from an Old Volume of Life, by Holmes, 
1883. 

(Pulte, J. H.) 

See (Homoeopathy, 1857). Some More Recent 
Views on Homoeopathy. 
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(Quabbin, by Francis H. Underwood. Let¬ 
ter of commendation, 1893.) 

Quabbin. (Advertising leaflet.) See page 244. 

The Poet and the Man, by Francis H. Under¬ 
wood, Boston, 1893, page 2 of advertise¬ 
ments at end. 

Questions in Natural History. (Addressed 
by Holmes to President Thomas Hill, of 
Harvard University, as a joke, presumably 
on or about December 14, 1863.) Ives, 229. 

Cincinnati Commercial, December 21, 1863. 

Our Daily Fare, Philadelphia, June 17, 1864, 
no. 9, page 65. 

History of the Great Western Sanitary Fair, 
Cincinnati, 1864, i79- 

Ives copies the statement of the Philadelphia 
Sanitary Fair paper, Our Daily Fare, that Holmes 
sent these questions to the committee of the 
Great Western Sanitary Fair, Cincinnati, in re¬ 
sponse to a request for an autograph, to be sold 
3t the fair, in which he should be “funny over his 
own signature.” It is indeed a relief to discover 
that Holmes did not send these lines in response 
to this request. They were presumably composed 
as a private joke for the benefit of President Hill. 

They seem to have been written precisely when 
both Holmes and Hill were in receipt of the Cin¬ 
cinnati committee’s request for donations to the 
fair. This is indicated by the date of the letters 
from Hill and Holmes printed at pages 177-78 
and 181 of the above listed History, the same date, 
December 14, 1863, being given in the History as 
the date of the humorous questions. At page 433 
of this History it is recorded that the questions 
were donated by President Hill, not by Dr. 
Holmes. As printed in the History (pages 179, 
tSo), these questions close with two paragraphs 
not appearing in Ives nor in Our Daily Fare. 
These are now reprinted, together with the formal 
cLse of the document, which in itself corroborates 
the statement that it was composed for Dr. Hill: 


If required to be committed verbatim, fif¬ 
teen pages of “Cruden’s Concordance” seems 
to me rather long for a lesson. 

I defer entirely to your superior wisdom in 
these matters, and if you form an opposite 
opinion to mine, I shall be most happy to 
adopt it without debate. 

I am, my dear Mr. President, 

Yours, very truly, 

Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

(Although perhaps Holmes composed these 
questions as a private joke for Dr. Hill, I fancy 
he knew they were sure to be made public.— Ed.) 

R 

(Rabelais Club, 1880. Letter from Holmes, 

March 21, 1880, accepting membershio ) 
Ives, 186. 

To the Honorary Secretaries of the Rabelais 

Club. (Letter, March 21,1880.) See page 181. 

A Bibliography of Holmes, by George B. Ives, 
1907, page 186. 

An early manuscript draft of this letter has re¬ 
cently been added to the Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion. 

(Rabelais Club, 1882.) To the Rabelais 
Club. January 21,1882. (Letter.) 

Recreations of the Rabelais Club, 1882-1885 

page I. 

Races of Mankind, The. 

Lecture, perhaps the one delivered before the 
Boston Lyceum, October 28, 1841. This title was 
also used for a series of lectures for Holmes’s med¬ 
ical students in 1849 and, possibly, in 1852. For 

explanation, see Appendix 5, under “The Physi- 
cal History of Mankind.” ^ 

(Radical Club, Boston.) 

See (Destiny). 

(Edwards, Jonathan). 

(James, Henry). 
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(Reading.) 

A brief note of Holmes's observations on rapid 
reading appear in the New-Yor\ Tribune, July 
28, 1879, page 4. 

(Readings from his own poems.) 

Sec (Author’s readings). 

Receipts for Various Disorders, prepared 
for Governor Winthrop. 

See (Stafford, Dr. Edward). 

Record of the Proceedings of the Associa¬ 
tion of Authors for Self-Protection. 

See After-Breakfast Talk, An. 

Rectus Sternalis Muscle, The. (Read by Dr. 
Richard Manning Hodges before the Bos¬ 
ton Society for Medical Improvement, Oc¬ 
tober 12, 1857.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, No¬ 
vember 19, 1857, vol. LVii, page 321; signed: 
O.W.H., in “Extracts from the records of the 
Boston Society for Medical Improvement,” 
with woodcut. 

Extracts from the Records of the Boston So¬ 
ciety for Medical Improvement, 1859, vol. 
HI, page 143. 

The manuscript records of the Society (vol. viir, 
page 439) indicate that Holmes was not present 
at the meeting of October 12, 1857, but that his 
paper was read for him by Dr. Richard M. 
Hodges, who was at that time Holmes’s demon¬ 
strator at the Harvard Medical School. The rec¬ 
ords also indicate that the woodcut in The Jour¬ 
nal was done by L. M. Sargent. The printed ver¬ 
sion adds to the report as originally given. 

Reflex Vision. 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, February 14, i860, vol. iv, page 

373- 


(Registrar-General of Great Britain, An¬ 
nual Reports of.) 

Sec (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1846). 

Relations of Poetrv and Science, The. 
(American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
January 5, 1853.) 

No report of this lecture as originally given has 
been located, but it is announced in the Boston 
Daily Advertiser of January 5 and was included 
in a forecast in the Proceedings of the Academy, 
October 12, 1852 (vol. Ill, page 17). 

On July 28, 1858, Holmes gave an address at 
the Dartmouth College Commencement, as a last- 
minute substitute in place of the Hon. Rufus 
Choate. For this occasion, Holmes unearthed 
and read this paper on the relations of poetry and 
science. The Boston Evening Transcript, July 30, 
1858, and the Vermont Chronicle (Windsor) of 
August 3 (quoted in part by John King Lord in 
his History of Dartmouth College, vol. ir, page 
308) report at some length the amusing introduc¬ 
tion in which Holmes apologized for presuming 
to take the place of so noted and gifted an orator 
as Rufus Choate. Neither paper attempts to re¬ 
port the main portion of the address, but in his 
introduction Holmes described it as “written for 
a learned body and not meant for general or pop 
ular delivery,” adding that it was “a plain, prosaic 
discussion of an intellectual problem.” The Con- 
gregationalist (Boston, August 6) hints at the 
contents in a passage objecting to Holmes s at¬ 
tributing the madness of the poet Cowper to his 
adherence to orthodox theology, to which criti¬ 
cism of Holmes The Quarterly Journal of the 
American Unitarian Association, replied on Oc¬ 
tober I (vol. VI, page 68). The Boston Atlas and 
Daily Bee, July 30,1858, reporting the event, notes 
that Holmes closed the lecture with an approri- 
ate poem. The only published poem that might 
have served is “The Living Temple ; see p 3 g^ 

336. 
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Religious Poets (The) of England. 

A lecture on this subject was given before the 
Lowell Institute, Boston, April 22, 1853, one of a 
series on the English poets of the nineteenth cen¬ 
tury. A letter to Holmes from N. L. Frothing- 
ham, February 15, 1853, about hymns, has on it 
a number of notes by Holmes, evidently notes 
for this lecture (Harvard Holmes collection). See 
Appendix 5. For poem, sec page 336. 


Remarks on an art. on Typ. Fever. 

This tide is listed in the manuscript notebook 
“Index-Memoranda” (Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion); see Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment, 1839. 

(Reminiscences.) 

See under the heading “Autobiography” the 
statement about the autobiographical notes that 
Holmes was dictating to his secretary during the 
latter part of his life. See also Atlantic Monthly 

Remonstrance to the Legislature of the 

Faculty of the Massachusetts Medical Col¬ 
lege ... 1854. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1854). 

Report of the Committee on Medical Liter¬ 
ature. 

See (American Medical Association, 1848). 

Responsibilitities of the Medical Man. 

See (Massachusetts Medical Society, 1856). 

Reviews. 

For reviews by Holmes, see the following: 

Agassiz’s Natural History of the United 
States of America. 

(Allston, Washington.) 

Americanized European, The (1875). 
(Arnold, Sir Edwin.) 

(Bigelow, Dr. Jacob, 1858.) 


(Clarke, Dr. Edward Hammond, 1873.) 
(Clarke, James Freeman, 1875.) 

Crime and Automatism. 

Dental Cosmos, The. 

(Donne, Dr. Alfred.) 

(Draper, John William.) 

(Dwight, Dr. Thomas.) 

(Gray, Dr. Asa.) 

(HomcEopathy, 1857.) 

(Jackson, Dr. James, 1855.) 

(Lee, Eliza Buckminster.) 

Mechanism of Vital Actions, The. 
(Michelet, Jules.) 

(Sargent, Winthrop, 1871.) 

(Spencer, Herbert, 1873.) 

(Stewardson, Dr. Thomas.) 

(Todd, Robert Bendy.) 

Undergraduate (The). 

(Warren, Dr. John.) 

(Reynolds, Dr. Edward. Tribute by 

Holmes. Suffolk District Medical Society 
December 27,1881.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Jan- 
uary 12, 1882, vol. cvi, page 33, 

(Reynolds, Dr. Edward.) Edward Rey¬ 
nolds, M.D. (Obituary by Holmes. Ameri¬ 
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1882.) 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 

and Sciences, 1881-82, vol. xviii (new series 
vol. ix), page 414. 

In a letter to Holmes, March 30, 1882, Joseph 

Lovering asks Holmes to write a notice of either 

Reynolds or Longfellow. The letter is so worded 

that It pushes Holmes into choosing Reynolds and 

paving ^ngfellow to C. E. Norton. Presumably 

Holmes followed Lovering’s wishes and wrote the 

notice of Reynolds. (Letter in Harvard Holmes 
collection.) 


^oby Dr. Joseph. Tribute by Holmes. 
M^sachusetts Medical Society, May 30, 
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Boston Dally Advertiser, June 7, i860; signed: 
H. 

Medical Communications of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, i860, vol. ix (2d series, vol. 
v),page 352- 

Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, by Holmes, i860 (the 55'page issue), 
page 51. See page 86, 

Rogers, Samuel. 

A lecture devoted in part to Rogers was given 
before the Lowell Institute, Boston, March 22, 
1853, of the series on the English poets of 
the nineteenth century. See Appendix 5. 

S 

(Safety razor.) 

An excerpt from Our Hundred Days in Europe, 
used as an advertising leaflet by the manufac¬ 
turers of the Star Safety Razor. See page 214. 

(Salem, Massachusetts. Account of a visit 
to an old house in Salem, on Witch Hill, 
with remarks on the “daubing” used by the 
first settlers in the construction of their 
homes. Massachusetts Historical Society, 
August 8, i860.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1860-62, vol. V (published 1862), page 

55- 

(Sallust.) Speech of Caius Memmius. 

See (Harvard College, 1828). 

(San Francisco, Harvard Club of.) 

See (Harvard Club of San Francisco, 1875). 

(Sanitary Commission.) Address to the 
Public. (November 27,1861.) 

Associate Members of the United States Sani¬ 
tary Commission Meeting in Boston. Address 
to the Public, 1861. (Leaflet.) See page 103. 


(Sargent, John Osborne.) 

See Horatian Echoes. 

(Sargent, Turner.) Turner Sargent. (Trib¬ 
ute.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, February 28, 1877; 
signed: H. 

Turner Sargent. (Leaflet.) See page 166. 

(Sargent, Winthrop, 1870. Remarks by 
Holmes. Massachusetts Historical Society, 
June 9,1870.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1869-70, vol. XI (published 1871), page 
324. 

(Sargent, Winthrop, 1871.) The Life of 
Major John Andre, by Winthrop Sargent. 
(Review.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1871, vol, xxviii, 
page 121; unsigned. 

(Saturday Club, Boston, 1883. Remarks by 
Holmes, telling about the Saturday Club, 
made April 14, 1883, at the Lotos Club, 
New York.) 

A Brief History of the Lotos Club, by John 
Elderkin (copyright 1895), page 61; in part. 
Speeches at the Lotos Club, by John Elderkin, 
et al.. New York, 1901, page 61; entire. 

(Scaliger, Joseph.) Remarks of Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. (Conditions in Leyden 
at the time the Pilgrims were in that city 
as depicted by Scaliger in “Scaligerana. 
Massachusetts Historical Society, June ii, 
1874.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1873-75, vol. XIII, page 315. 

In May 1894, Holmes made corrections in this 
article at the suggestion of Dr. Samuel A. Green, 
who sent him for his emendations an unbound 
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copy of the signature in which it appears. Altera¬ 
tions were made in the plates, and the whole 
signature was reprinted (pages 305-20). On June 
I, 1894, the corrected signatures (159 copies) 
were received from the printer and “inserted in 
the bound Proceedings (26) then on hand; and 
copies of the signature (72) were placed with the 
unbound sheets.” The quoted note is in Samuel 
Green s hand in his copy of the original signa¬ 
ture with Holmes’s manuscript corrections; this 
IS bound together with Holmes’s letter (dictated) 
of May 2, 1894, asking Green to send the copy 
for correction, and with a copy of the corrected 
signature (Massachusetts Historical Society). 
Greens letter of April 30, 1894, proposing the 
corrections is in the Harvard Holmes collection. 
The changes are as follows: the mistranslation 
a Sabbath day” is corrected to “the Sabbath days” 
3*^)> the last line on page 316 a semi¬ 
colon is deleted, a comma and and being sub¬ 
stituted; a passage beginning in the middle of 
line I, page 317, and ending in line 3 is deleted; 
and on the same page the phrase “by habitual 

Sabbath-breakers” is deleted. 

Scene from an Unpublished Comedy. 

The Amateur, Boston, April 23, 1831, vol. 1, 

page 294; signed: O.W.H. “For the Ama¬ 
teur.” 

Scholastic and Bedside Teaching. (Intro¬ 
ductory Lecture, medical class of Harvard 
University, November 6, 1867.) Riv. ix 

m- 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, No¬ 
vember 7, 1867, vol. Lxxvii, page 298; sum¬ 
marized. 

Teaching from the Chair and at the Bedside, 
by Holmes, 1867. See page 131. 

Medical Essays, by Holmes, 1883. 

Scientific Mysticism, 

Holmes used this title for three lectures before 


the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowl¬ 
edge, February 2, 9, and 16, 1842. See Appendix 
5. The last two with portions of the first were 
printed shortly after in pamphlet form with the 
tide Homceopathy and Its Kindred Delusions, q.u. 

(Scott, Sir Walter, 1853.) 

A lecture devoted in part to Scott was given be¬ 
fore the Lowell Institute, Boston, March 29, 1853, 
as one of a series on the English poets of the nine¬ 
teenth century. See Appendix 5. For poem, see 
page 396, Stirrup Cup, A. 

(Scott, Sir Walter, 1871. Letter from 
Holmes, on occasion of the looth anniver¬ 
sary of the birth of Scott. Massachusetts 
Historical Society, August 15, 1871.) 

Tribute to Walter Scott, on the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of his Birthday by the Massa¬ 
chusetts Historical Society, 1872, page 15. 

The London Quarterly Review, April 1872, 
vol. xxxviii, page 58. 

Walter Scott, a Centenary Tribute, edited by 
Buxton Forman, London, 1872. (A reprint 
of the article in The Quarterly Review.) 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, 1871-73 (vol. XII, published 1873), page 
154. 

The private printing by the Massachusetts His¬ 
torical Society is here listed first because it seems 
reasonable to suppose that Buxton Forman used 
u as his source for the article in The Quarterly 
Review. His reprint of the article is noted in vol. 

XII of the Society’s Proceedings, page 251, meet¬ 
ing of June 1872. 

Sea Monster, The. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, August 12, 1875; un¬ 
signed. 

the sea monster 

The following confirmatory testimony relat¬ 
ing to the sea-serpent off Nahant is from a 
perfectly trustworthy witness:_ 
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To the Editors of the Boston Daily Advertiser: 

The frequent recent mention of the sea- 
serpent in your columns induces me to tell this 
brief story for the first time in print:— 

In July or August, 1873 ,1 was on the Black 
Rocks, lying just behind the Agassiz cottage, 
when my wife, who was a little way from me, 
called my attention to a sight which had 
startled her. I looked and saw only wide rings 
spreading in the water, as if some huge body 
had been thrown into it. She told me that a 
living creature had just lifted itself out of the 
water to the height of a man, or, perhaps, as 
much as seven or eight feet. She was so sur¬ 
prised, and the animal disappeared so sud¬ 
denly, that she could give no very definite 
description of its aspect, except, as I remember, 
that she thought what she saw was only part 
of a creature of indefinite length. 

The rings in the water were, as nearly as I 
recollect, not many rods from the shore. No 
marine animal found about our coast corre¬ 
sponds to what she saw, unless the often- 
mentioned sea-serpent is to be reckoned 
among them. 

Writing to Esther Carpenter, August 13, 1875 
(Library of Congress), Holmes says: “We have 
not seen the sea-serpent yet, but I put a note in 
yesterday morning’s Advertiser telling for the 
first time, in print, how Mrs. Holmes saw him at 
Nahant two years ago. I really believe she did— I 
cannot account for it any other way.” 

Holmes pasted a clipping of the piece in his 
black notebook (Harvard Holmes collection) and 
initialed it. 

(Seals.) 

See Performing Seals. 

Seasons, The. Riv. viii, /J2. 

The Atlantic Almanac, 1868, edited by Holmes 
and D. G. Mitchell, 1867, page 2. 

Pages from an Old Volume of Life, by Holmes, 
1883. 


A lecture on Shelley was given before the Low¬ 
ell Institute, Boston, April 12, 1853, one of a series 
on the English poets of the nineteenth century. 
See Appendix 5. For poem, see page 388. Sec also 
under Bryant for a letter by Holmes, April 21, 
1853, about this lecture, page 437. 

(Sims, Dr. J. Marion. Remarks by Holmes 
accepting a bust of Dr. Sims. Boston Medi¬ 
cal Library Association, November 25, 
1884.) 

Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Reports made to 
the Boston Medical Library Association, Oc¬ 
tober 7, 1884. Report of the Special Meeting, 
November 25, 1884, page 10. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 4, 1884, vol. CXI, page 539. 

The Boston Medical Library has the manu¬ 
script. 

Sketches of Parisian Celebrities. 

This title is listed in the manuscript notebook 
“Index-Memoranda” (Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion); see (Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment, 1837, 1841). 

(Smithsonian Institution, 1847.) Report of 
the Committee of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, Appointed to Con¬ 
sider the Plan Proposed for the Organiza¬ 
tion of the Smithsonian Institution. Sub¬ 
mitted to the Academy, December 7, 1847. 

There is nothing to indicate that Holmes had 
an active share in the compilation of this report. 

It is signed by a committee of five, headed by Ed¬ 
ward Everett. Holmes’s name appears only as re¬ 
cording secretary of the Academy, testifying that 
the report was read, accepted, and ordered to be 
communicated to the secretary of the Smithson¬ 
ian Institution. It appears in the Eighth Annual 
Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithso^ 

nian Institution, 1854, page 148. 
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('Social Fraternity, Phillips Academy.) 

See (Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachu¬ 
setts, 1825). 

(Societe medicale d observation, 1834.) 

On November 2, 1834, Holmes wrote John O. 
Sargent (Morse, vol. i, page 145) that this So¬ 
ciety had called on him “to the extent of thirty 
thickset pages—all French, and almost all facts 
hewn out one by one from the quarry.” The man¬ 
uscript does not survive, the papers of the Socie¬ 
ty (except for the roll book) having been de¬ 
stroyed during the siege of Paris, 1871. It is pos¬ 
sible that this paper may have been the one 
Holmes presented to the group on September 6, 

at his tryout for membership (see Amiable Auto- 
crat, page 119). 

Some More Recent Views on Homoeo¬ 
pathy. 

See (Homoeopathy, 1857). 

Some of My Early Teachers. A Farewell 
Address to the Medical School of Harvard 
University, November 28,1882. Riv, ix, 420. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 7, 1882, vol. evil, page 529; with tide: 
"Farewell Address,” etc. At page 546 is an 
account of the occasion with Holmes’s letters 
(December i, 2, 1882) of thanks for the 
loving cup and flowers presented him. 

Farewell Address of Dr. Holmes to the Medi¬ 
cal School, 1882, See page 185. 

Medical Essays, by Holmes, 1883. 

The manuscript (used as printer’s copy) for 
this is in the bound volume of miscellaneous man¬ 
uscripts, page 479, Harvard Holmes collection. 

An oudine appears at page 529. Three pages (701- 
5) concerning his fellow medical students seem 
to be a discarded portion of this essay. 

The letter of December i was printed in the 
newspapers. 


Some Stepping Stones and Stumbling 
Blocks in the History of Medicine. 

This title appears (not in Holmes’s hand) on 
the manuscript of Medical Highways and By- 
Ways, q.v. 

Songs of the War. 

See Poetry of the War, The. 

Southey, Robert. 

A lecture devoted in part to Southey was given 
before the Lowell Institute, Boston, April 5, 1853, 
as one of a series on the English poets of the nine¬ 
teenth century. See Appendix 5, For poem, see 
page 266. 

(Sparring. Report, by Julius Chambers, of 
Holmes’s comments on sparring.) 

New York Recorder, October 14, 1894. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, October 15, 1894. 

(Speech, at a literary club, February 2 
1878.) ^ ’ 

In a letter to John O. Sargent, dated February 

3, 1878, Holmes mentions a meeting of a literary 

club last night, at which he “made something 

of a speech.” (Sargent papers, Massachusetts His¬ 
torical Society.) 

(Speech, medical dinner, Paris, July 1834.) 

In a letter to John O. Sargent, dated Paris, July 
8, 1834, Robert W. Hooper reported: “Holmes 
was eloquent the other night at a public dinner 
given for a medico-charitable purpose. He spoke 
of the three thousand miles and the similar in¬ 
stitutions [Massachusetts Medical Benevolent So¬ 
ciety .?) and the debt we owe them (the French) 
for their civilities & he was uproariously applaud¬ 
ed.” (Sargent papers, Massachusetts Historical 
Society.) 

Speech of Caius Memmius. 

See (Harvard College, 1828). 
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(Spencer, Herbert, 1873.) The Study of 
Sociology, by Herbert Spencer. (Review.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember II, 1873, vol. Lxxxix (new series 
vol. xii), page 587; signed; O. W. H. 

(Spencer, Herbert, 1882. Letter from 
Holmes, November 6, 1882, read at the 
dinner to Spencer, at Delmonico’s, New 
York, November 9,1882.) 

New-York Tribune, November 10, 1882. 

Herbert Spencer on the Americans, 1883, page 
84. 

Fordyce Barker, in a letter to Holmes, Novem¬ 
ber 9, 1882 (Harvard Holmes collection), de¬ 
scribed the reading of Holmes’s letter: “Next, 
with a most happy introduction, Mr. Evarts read 
your letter, and I must say, read it remarkably 
well, much better than he delivered his own 
speech, and I do not believe you could have read 
it better. He seemed to grasp and exult over and 
emphasize all its fine allusions and subtle wit and 
it was received with more demonstrative enthusi¬ 
asm than I ever before saw at any public dinner, 
and my experience in this line is pretty large. I 
wish you could have seen how Spencer’s face was 
illuminated and how he wriggled with delight 
during its reading. It was a revelation to me, the 
unconscious and surprised pleasure which he evi¬ 
dently received in listening.” 

(Spiritualism. Report on a seance. May 7, 
1886.) 

In a letter to her brother. May 8,1866, Holmes’s 
daughter Amelia gives the following sharp ac¬ 
count of Dr. Holmes in action: 

I have now only one page left to describe to 
you a great spree that Pa & I went on last 
night. Mrs. Mountjoy invited us & others to 
her house last night to see the “Spirits.” They 
consisted of a showman & his daughter of 13 
—She was tied tight 6c put into an empty 
bathing house (or what looked like one) & 


there she sat while a deceased spirit talked & 
musiced 6c did many other things. At least 
that was what the showman said it was. But 
before we began Father & Dr Warren were 
appointed the committee to examine. And of 
course my pa was the spokesman—And what 
did he say when asked at the end by the show¬ 
man for his report. Why he got up 6c in the 
brassiest yet very blandest manner in most 
picked terms announced that he thought it 
was a very fine piece of jigglery 6c manipula¬ 
tion. Of course he set all believers by their 
hair 6c ears. And five or six of such instantly 
all at once began upon him. But he with his 
usual brass upon such occasions held his 
ground manfully, & six fifths of the audience 
being on his side, the eloquent orator was 
firmly supported. I staid [Sic) in one red blush 
all the time father was pitching into them, 6c 
I thought what Mother would have done if 
she’d been there. She was not invited but she 
thought she should like to have gone till she 
heard my report of fathers proceedings. 

TTiis letter is now in the Harvard Law Library 
among Justice Holmes’s papers. 

(This particular pair of spiritualists may have 
contributed to the fictional pairs in Howells’ The 
Undiscovered Country and James’s The Boston¬ 
ians. In a letter of June 8, 1866, Howells writes of 
hearing Holmes and Thomas Gold Appleton dis¬ 
cuss spiritualism, Life in Letters of Willusm Dean 
Howells, 1928, vol. I, page no; Holmes would 
certainly have referred to this seance. James was in 
Boston at this time and called occasionally on the 
Holmes family, his brother William being a fre¬ 
quent caller upon O. W. Holmes, Jr.’s, future 
wife, Fanny Dixwell. If Henry James was not 
present at this particular stance, he may have 
heard of it from Amelia Holmes, who was as 
loquacious as her father.— Ed.) 

Spring. (1832.) 

The Ncw-England Magazine, April 1832, vol. 

II, page 330; signed: O.W.H. 
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This is not the same as the section with this 
title in Holmes’s article “The Seasons,” 1868. 


Spring. (1868.) 

Title of the first section of “The Seasons,” q.v. 

(Stafford, Dr. Edward.) Dr. Holmes on 
Dr. Stafford’s Receipts (for various disor¬ 
ders, prepared for Governor Winthrop, of 
Massachusetts, in the year 1643. Massachu¬ 
setts Historical Society, February 13, 1862.) 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, 1860-62, vol. v, page 384; appended 
to a printing of the original text. 

(The same, as a reprint; with title:) “Medical 
Directions Written for Governor Winthrop.” 
See page 106. 

The following letters explain the origin of 
Holmes’s contribution: 

18 Jany 1862 

Dear Doctor Holmes, 

. . . And now for the inclosed Paper, which 
might have served you a turn at the Hospital, 
but which I propose to you as the theme of a 
little contribution to the Historical Society. 
—It is the original of a Collection of Recipes 
in 1643, some London Physician, whose 
name seems to be F. H. Stafford, or something 
like it, prepared for the benefit of Gov. Win¬ 
throp here in New England. I have recendy 
discovered it among some old papers. For 
“paines in the limmes or brest” it proposes 
“a Wilde Catts Skinn on the place grieved.” 
Other prescriptions are not less quaint, while 
the morals of the profession are pointed out 
most impressively. 

Now let it be a private paper between you 
6c me till our Society meets ... and then bring 
it there with you 6c give us such an account 
of it, humorous or grave, as will furnish us 
half a dozen pages, more or less, in our vol¬ 
ume of Proceedings. . . . 

Yours faithfully, 

Rob^ C. Winthrop. 


Dear Mr. Winthrop, 

I have read over very carefully the most in¬ 
teresting paper you send for my considera¬ 
tion. Ft is a singularly curious document, in¬ 
tended as it was for the private use of a dis¬ 
tinguished person, and in that differing from 
the formal recipes we should find in the learn¬ 
ed books of the time. . . . 

You may have noticed a reference to burnt 
toad in the Lecture I sent you ("Border Lines 
in Medical Science” |. F pity the poor Governor, 
but F do not think there was anything in the 
prescriptions like to have any effect much 
worse than that of the famous balsam which 
Don Quixote took with such signal conse¬ 
quences to himself and his squire. If you do 
not advise me to the contrary F will have a 
copy of the prescriptions taken for my own 
use—not internally be it understood. 

Very truly yours 
O.W.Holmes. 


The first of the above letters is in the Harvard 
Holmes collection, the second among the Win¬ 
throp papers in the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety. The original manuscript of the receipts is 
now in the Boston Medical Library. 

On November 5, 1862, Dr. Holmes made these 
receipts the subject of an Introductory Lecture at 
the Harvard Medical School. 


Statistical Articles, Anal. of. 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment, 1846). 

(Stereoscope, 1868.) History of the “Amer- 
ican Stereoscope.” 

Philadelphia Photographer, January 1869, vol. 

vi> p3ge i; dated: Boston, November 25th 
1868. 

History of the American Stereoscope, by 
Holmes, 1869. See page 136. 

Harvard Alumni Bulletin, December 22, 1927, 
vol. XXX, page 377; essentially complete, with 
halftone view of the original stereoscope. 
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Holmes’s roughly constructed original instru¬ 
ment is in the library at Phillips Academy, And¬ 
over. The Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 564) has 
an interesting letter (February 5, 1866) in which 
Holmes describes his stereoscope and explains 
how he came to give the invention to Joseph 
Bates. 

Stereoscope and the Stereograph, The. 

The Atlantic Monthly, June 1859, vol. iii, page 
738; unsigned. 

Soundings from the Atlantic, by Holmes, 1864. 
The Stereoscope and Stereoscopic Photographs, 
by Holmes (copyright 1898, New York, Un¬ 
derwood & Underwood), page i5). See page 
256. 

(Stetson, Rev. Caleb.) 

See (Dickens). 

(Stewardson, Dr. Thomas.) Elliotson's 
Principles and Practices of Medicine . . . 
With Notes and Additions by Thomas 
Ste\vardson. (Review.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 13, 1843, vol. XXIX, page 369; signed: 

O.W.H. 

(Storer, Dr. David Humphreys, i868. Let¬ 
ter to Dr. Storer on his resignation from the 
Harvard Medical School, signed by the 
members of the faculty including Holmes.) 
The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, No¬ 
vember 5, 1868, vol. Lxxix, page 221. 

That Holmes was the author of this letter is 
established by the records of the faculty, who on 
July 8 voted that Holmes be asked to prepare 
such a letter; this he did then and there, and the 
letter appears in the records in the hand of the 
dean, George Cheyne Shattuck (vol. iii, page 57), 

(Storer, Dr. David Humphreys, 1868.) 
Tribute to Dr. Storer. (From Holmes’s In¬ 


troductory Lecture at the Harvard Medical 
School.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, No¬ 
vember 19,1868, vol. Lxxix, page 250. 

(Storer, Dr. David Humphreys, 1891. Let¬ 
ter, undated, from Holmes read at the me¬ 
morial meeting for Dr. Storer. Boston So¬ 
ciety of Natural History, December 16, 
1891.) 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural 
History, November iSpi-May 1892, vol. xxv, 
part 3 and 4, page 353. 

(Storer, Dr. David Humphreys 1892. Trib¬ 
ute by Holmes. Suffolk District Medical So¬ 
ciety, January 20, 1892.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
March 24,1892, vol. cxxvi, page 292. 

In Memoriam. David Humphreys Storer 
(1892), page 6. 

Story of Iris, The. (Reprint of the portions 
of The Professor at the Breakjast-Table 
that relate to the young girl Iris.) 

Little Classics, edited by Rossiter Johnson 
(copyright 1875), vol. vii, page 7; with title: 
“Iris.” 

The Story of Iris, by Holmes, 1877. See page 

91* 

(Suffolk District Medical Society.) 

See 1856. (Warren, Dr. John Collins.) 

1867. (Warren, Dr. Jonathan Mason.) 

1881. (Reynolds, Dr. Edward.) 

1884. (Ellis, Dr. Calvin.) 

1892. (Storer, Dr. David Humphreys.) 
(Bowditch, Dr. Henry Ingersoll.) 

Suggestive Hints. 

See (Massachusetts Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals). 
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Summary and Conclusion. 

The final lecture in the series on the English 
poets of the nineteenth century, given before the 
Lowell Institute, Boston. April 29, 1853. See Ap¬ 
pendix 5. For poem, see page 276. 

Summer. 

Title of the second section of “The Seasons,” 

q.v. 

Sun-Painting and Sun-Sculpture, with a 
Stereoscopic Trip Across the Atlantic. 

The Atlantic Monthly, July 1861, vol. viii, 
page 13; unsigned. 

Soundings from the Atlantic, by Holmes, 1864. 
The Stereoscope and Stereoscopic Photographs, 
by Holmes (copyright 1898, New York, Un¬ 
derwood & Underwood), page i^o^.See page 
256. 

(Surgeon-General, U.S.A.) 

See (Army Medical Museum and Library). 

Surgeons, To the. (Toast to, at dinner of 

Massachusetts Medical Society, May 28 
1856.) ' ’ 

See (Massachusetts Medical Society, 1856). 

T 

Talk Concerning the Human Body and Its 
Management. By the Professor at the 

Breakfast-Table. Riv. viii, 1S6. 

The Atlantic Almanac, 1869, page 47. 

Pages from an Old Volume of Life, by Holmes, 
1883. 

Tariff, Debate on. 

See (Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachu¬ 
setts, 1825. The Social Fraternity). 

(Taylor, Bayard. Remarks by Holmes at a 


memorial meeting in honor of Bayard Tay¬ 
lor, under the auspices of the Boston 

Young Men’s Congress, Tremont Temple, 
Boston, January 10, 1879.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, January ii, 1879. 
The Life, Travels, and Literary Career of Bay¬ 
ard Taylor, by Russell H. Conwell, 1879, 
page 325. 

The manuscript is in the Morgan Library. 

Teacher (The) to the Student. 

Under the above title The Boston Medical and 
Surgical journal for November 3, 1870 (vol. 
Lxxxiii, page 297), prints excerpts from the writ¬ 
ings of eminent modern physicians, that from 
Holmes being from his Introductory Lecture of 

1867, Harvard Medical School, “Scholastic and 
Bedside Teaching.” 

Teachers, To the. (A toast, at a dinner of 

the Boston Medical Association. Novem¬ 
ber 8, 1838.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, De¬ 
cember 12,1838, vol. XIX, page 300. 

At a dinner for Drs. James Jackson and Jacob 
Bigelow, given by the Boston Medical Associa¬ 
tion, Dr. Bigelow, remarking upon Holmes’s ap¬ 
pointment to the Dartmouth Medical School 
faculty, proposed a toast “To Dartmouth.” To 

this Holmes replied with a toast “To the Teach- 
ers.” 

Teaching from the Chair and at the Bed- 
side. 

See Scholastic and Bedside Teaching. 

Tennyson, 1853. 

A lecture devoted in part to Tennyson was 
given before the Lowell Institute, Boston, April 
19. 1853, as one of a series on the English poets of 
the nineteenth century. See Appendix 5. For 
poem, see page 267. 
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(Tennyson, 1892. Tribute by Holmes. In¬ 
terview.) 

The Critic, New York, October 15, 1892, new 
series vol. xviir, page 212. 

(Theology.) The Autocrat’s Theology; 
Unpublished Letters, with Explanatory 
Notes by Emory S. Turner. 

Putnam’s Magazine, September 1909, vol. vi, 
page 662, being correspondence with Henry 
Webster Parker, October 1858. 

(The same, as of^print, unpaged.) 

Turner prints two letters: one undated, writ¬ 
ten between October 12 and 18, 1858; the other 
dated Oct, 21, 1858, 

See also under Unitarian Festival. 

(Thursday Club, New York, May i, 1879.) 

See (Author’s readings). 

To the Reader. 

Title of the note heading the index of Our 
Hundred Days; the manuscript of this note, re¬ 
cently added to the Harvard Holmes collection, 
has the Riverside Press stamp with the date 
Sept. 6, 1887. 

(Todd, Robert Bently.) The Physiological 
Anatomy and Physiology of Man.—By 
Rob’t Bently Todd, M.D., F.R.S. and Wil¬ 
liam Bowman, F.R.S. (Review.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, May 
14, 1857, vol. Lvi, page 301; signed: O.W.H, 

Transcendental Anatomy. 

Holmes apparently planned to write a paper 
on this subject for the Boston Society for Medi¬ 
cal Improvement. There is a note of this inten¬ 
tion in a manuscript labeled “Memoranda,” in 
the Harvard Holmes collection. The Society’s 
records do not show that Holmes ever gave such 
a paper, although he got into an argument on the 
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subject at the meeting of June 24, 1839 (manu¬ 
script records, vol. iii, page 225). His introduc¬ 
tory lecture at Dartmouth, 1839, refers to the 
subject. 

(Trees, 1837. Measurements of Elms, by 
Holmes.) 

A Report on the Trees and Shrubs Growing 
Naturally in Massachusetts, by George B. 
Emerson, Boston, 1846, page 295. 

(Trees, 1883. Letter from Holmes, March 
18, 1883, to John B. Peaslee, regarding the 
trees planted in honor of Holmes in Eden 
Park, Cincinnati.) 

The New York Times, April 15, 1883. 

Circulars of Information of the Bureau of Edu¬ 
cation, no. 4, 1884, Washington, D.C., page 

47 - 

Thoughts and Experiences In and Out of 
School, by John B. Peaslee, Cincinnati, 1900, 
page 307. 

The last contains five other letters by Holmes: 
February 14, 1880, page 285; November 20, 1880, 
page 287; December 23, 1880, page 293; April 
24, 1882, page 301; April i, 1883, page 329. 

(Trees, 1890.) 

See Typical Elms and Other Trees. 

(Tremont Medical School.) 

It seems likely that Holmes was responsible 
for the advertisements of the Tremont Medical 
School, of which he was a founder and with 
which he was associated until its end (its merger 
with the Harvard Medical School). Letters to 
Holmes by Dr. John Ware (June 12 and August 
15, 1851, Harvard Holmes collection) imply 
Holmes’s responsibility for the advertisements of 
both Harvard and the Tremont School (the ad¬ 
vertisements were sometimes run together even 
before the merger). 

The first announcement of the School, which 
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then had no name, is in The Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, August 22, 1838, vol. xix, page 
51. The first use of the name is in an advertise¬ 
ment in the same journal, May 15, 1839, vol. xx, 
page 228. 

Tumors among the Chinese. 

See Illustrations of Tumors. 

Tutor’s Antipathy, A. 

Holmes gives this title to A Mortal Antipathy 

in his manuscript notes for the novel, Harvard 
Holmes collection. 

(Twenty-seventh letter of the alphabet. 
Letter to Miss Lavinia, March 4,1861.) 

Indianapolis News, January } 1879. 

New-York Tribune, January 30, 1879, reprint¬ 
ed from the Indianapolis News. 

Life and Letters of Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
by John T. Morse, Jr., 1896, vol. i, page 356. 

Two Occasional” Poems, with an Intro¬ 
duction. 

The Atlantic Monthly, March 1886, vol. lvii, 

page 369, under the general title: “The New 
Portfolio.*’ 

The two poems are “The Old Tune” and “To 
Frederick Henry Hedge.” See pages 366 and 319. 

There is an early draft of the essay in the bound 
volume of miscellaneous manuscripts, page 853, 
Harvard Holmes collection. The manuscript as 
prepared for The Atlantic Monthly is in the Aid- 
rich papers, Harvard library; it bears a Riverside 
Press stamp dated Jan. 20, 1886. 

(Tyndall, John. Letter from Holmes, Jan¬ 
uary 28,1873, read at the farewell banquet 
to Tyndall, at Delmonico’s, New York, 
February 4, 1873.) 

Proceedings at the Farewell Banquet to Pro¬ 
fessor Tyndall, 1873, ^5* 
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(Typhoid fever, 1834.) Fievrc Typhoide. 

A manuscript among the Harvard Holmes pa¬ 
pers labeled “No. 32 St. C. Fievrc Typhoide” is 
Holmes’s observations on a case of typhoid fever 
from November 22 to December 28, 1834. This 
record is evidently Holmes s own and may have 
been made as part of his work for a paper to be 
given before the Societe medicale d observation. 

( St. C. is Saint Charles, the men’s ward in the 
Paris hospital La Pitie.) 

(Typhoid fever, 1839.) 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
1839). 

Typical Elms and Other Trees. Introduc¬ 
tion. 

Typical Elms and Other Trees of Massachu¬ 
setts, by Lorin L. Dame. Introductory chapter 

by Holmes. Little, Brown, 1890. See page 
225. 

The manuscript of this introduction, dated 
July, is in the Harvard Holmes collection in 
the bound volume of miscellaneous manuscripts, 
page 857. 

u 

Undergraduate (The); Conducted by an 

Association of Collegiate and Professional 

Students, New Haven, January, i860. (Re- 
view.) 

The Atlantic Monthly, March i860, vol. v, page 
382; unsigned. 

Union of Science and Genius, The. 

See Massachusetts Medical Society, 1867. 

(Unitarian Festival, Boston, 1859.) Re¬ 
marks of Oliver Wendell Holmes. (As 
presiding ofiScer, May 24, 1859.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 25, 1859. 

Boston Courier, May 25, 1859. 
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The Quarterly Journal of the American Uni¬ 
tarian Association, Boston, July 1859, vi, 
page 355. 

The Unitarian festivals are not to be confused 
with the annual meetings of the American Uni¬ 
tarian Association, which were held, like the 
festivals, during “anniversary week” in Boston, 
usually a day or two in advance of the festival. 
From the History of American Congregational¬ 
ism, by G. G. Atkins and F. L. Fagley, 1942, we 
learn (page 131) that “there had long been meet¬ 
ings of the Massachusetts clergy in Boston in May. 

. . , They kept on coming because Boston was 
quite a change after a winter in a country parish. 

. . . There are delightful stories of the general 
rehabilitation of country ministers and their 
wives through the generosity of Boston relatives. 
A bonnet for the lady, broadcloth for the parson— 
and paint for the chaise.” The Boston Daily Ad¬ 
vertiser, June I, 1883, described the festival day 
as the occasion “at which the laymen regularly 
entertain the clergymen, and, at the same time, 
themselves.” 

(Unitarian Festival, Boston, 1877.) Ad¬ 
dress by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes. (May 

31.1877-) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June i, 1877. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, by Walter Jerrold, 

112; extracts. 

(Unitarian Festival, 1880. Address of wel¬ 
come. May 27, i88o.) 

(Private printing, in large type, without tide, 
1880.) See page 176. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 28, 1880. 

The Christian Register, Boston, October 18, 
1894, vol. Lxxiii, page 681; with some omis¬ 
sions. 

(Unitarian Festival, 1882.) Christian Fra¬ 
ternity. (Remarks by Holmes preceding 
the reading of his poem, “At the Unitarian 
Festival,” June i, 1882.) 


Boston Daily Advertiser, June 2, 1882. 

The Christian Register, Boston, June 8, 1882, 
vol. Lxi, page 121; also October 18,1894, vol. 
LXXIII, page 680. 

(Unitarian Festival, Boston, 1883. Address 
of welcome. May 31,1883.) 

(Private printing, in large type, without tide.) 
See page 188. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, June i, 1883. 

The Christian Register, Boston, June 7, 1883, 
vol. Lxii, page 358; with report of the dinner 
speeches, including Holmes’s remarks intro¬ 
ducing the speakers, namely, E. B. Haskell, 
F. G. Peabody, A. P. Peabody, F. H. Hedge, 
J. F. Clarke, H. P. Kidder, O. B. Frothing- 
ham, Pitt Dillingham. (Reprinted October 
18, 1894, vol. LXXIII, page 680.) 

In a letter to Henry Herbert Edes, June 5, 1883 
(Harvard library). Holmes provides the printer’s 
copy for his remarks introducing one of the 
speakers above and makes a correction in his 
speech. 

(United States Sanitary Commission.) 

See (Sanitary Commission). 

Utility and Importance of Direct Explora¬ 
tion in Medical Practice. 

See (Direct Exploration). 

V 

Valedictory Address, Delivered to the 
Graduating Class of the Bellevue Hospital 
College, March 2,1871. 

See Young Practitioner, The. 

Valedictory Address, Delivered to the Med¬ 
ical Graduates of Harvard University, 
March 10,1858. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1858). 
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(Versification.) 

See English Versification, 1837, 1872. 
Physiology (The) of Versification. 

Views of the Medical Faculty of Harvard 
University Relative to the Extension of the 
Lecture Term. 

See (Harvard Medical School, 1849). 

Visit to the Asylum for Aged and Decayed 
Punsters, A. 

The Atlantic Monthly, January 1861, vol. vii, 
page 113; unsigned. 

Soundings from the Adantic, by Holmes, 1864. 

The original manuscript is in the Wilson col¬ 
lection (vol. II, page 534). 


Visit to the Autocrat’s Landlady, A. 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1858, vol. ii, 
738; unsigned. 

Soundings from the Atlantic, by Holmes, 1864. 

The Atlantic printing contains the poem “The 

Old Man of the Sea,*’ which is omitted from 
Soundings. 

(Vital statistics.) 

See (Boston Society for Medical Improve¬ 
ment, 1846). 


w 

War for the Union, The. 

This tide was used for a selection from the last 

pages of “The Inevitable Trial” in Select Speeches 

for Declamation, by John H. Bechtel, Philadel¬ 
phia, 19H. 

(Ware, Dr. John, 1864. Obituary. Ameri¬ 
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, May 
24,1864.) 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, 1866, vol. vi, page 298. 


This notice was presented by the corresponding 
secretary, William B. Rogers, at the meeting of 
May 24, 1864. On May 20, Holmes had written 
(letter privately owned) to an unnamed “Dear 
Professor,” saying that he was sending the “first 
draught of a brief notice of Dr John Ware,” 
which he had prepared at “very short notice.” He 
concludes, I should like to see the proof in due 
time. The notice read by Rogers (professor of 
chemistry and president of Massachusetts Insti¬ 
tute of Technology) is the only one found that 

might have been required in haste and printed 
at leisure. 


(Ware, Dr. John, 1881.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 


(Warren, Dr. John.) The Life of John 
Warren, M.D., by Edward Warren, M.D. 
(Review.) 


me Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Jan¬ 
uary I, 1874, vol. xc (new series, vol. xiii), 
page 17; signed: O.W.H. 


(Warren, Dr. John Collins, 1856. Remarks 
prefacing resolutions presented to the Suf¬ 
folk District Medical Society, May 5, 1856, 
on the occasion of Dr. Warren’s death.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 6, 1856. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, May 
15) 1856, vol. Liv, page 302, 

The Life of John Collins Warren, M.D by 
Edward Warren, M.D., i860, vol. ii, page 
296; with additional paragraphs, page 299. 


- quuc possiDiy written by 

Holmes, are printed in the Advertiser and in The 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, page 286. 
but not m Dr. Edward Warren’s biography. A re¬ 
view of the latter in The Boston Medical and Sur¬ 
gical Journal (February 16, r86o, vol. lii, page 
49) reprints Holmes’s speech. 

manuscript for the additional paragraphs 
in Warren s biography is in the MassacLsLs 
Historical Society. 
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(Warren, Dr. John Collins, i88i.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

(Warren, Dr. Jonathan Mason.) Dr. 
Holmes’s Remarks. (At the special meet¬ 
ing of the Suffolk District Medical Society, 
on occasion of the death of Dr. Warren, 
August 21,1867.) 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Au¬ 
gust 22, 1867, vol. Lxxvii, page 66. 

Medical Jurisprudence. The Annual Address 
before the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
June 3, 1868, by Henry Grafton Clark, M.D. 
(Boston), 1868, page 33. 

Memoir of Jonathan Mason Warren, M.D., by 
Howard Payson Arnold, 1886, pages 119 
and 256; extracts. 

(Warren Anatomical Museum, Holmes’s 
contributions to. 1846-62,) 

Holmes’s contributions to the anatomical 
specimens collected by Dr. John Collins Warren 
and presented to the Harvard Medical School 
are listed in A Descriptive Catalogue of the 
Warren Anatomical Museum (Boston, 1870), by 
John Barnard Swett Jackson, at pages i, 7-9,11-17, 
20, 22, 23, 25, 30-35, 45, 51, 53-55, 58-60, 74, 74, 

77 > 7 ^> 248, 259, 488, 702, 708. See also Boston So¬ 
ciety for Medical Improvement, 1836, note. 

In his introduction to this volume, Jackson 
states (page iv): “Prof. O. W. Holmes has made 
a great many valuable preparations to illustrate 
his department of healthy anatomy; and he has 
also, independently of the Museum, a large num¬ 
ber of microscopical preparations either made 
by himself, or obtained by correspondence, and 
that he uses annually in a special course to the 
medical students.” 

(Warren Street Chapel. Annual meeting, 
April 22, i860.) 

Holmes presided at this meeting; no report of 
his remarks has been located. The Boston Daily 
Advertiser reports (April 22, i860): “The chair¬ 


man then made a few remarks in his usual felic¬ 
itous style, which were received with much en¬ 
thusiasm.” 

(Waterhouse, Dr. Benjamin.) 

See Medicine in Boston. 

Weaning of Young America, The. (Lec¬ 
ture before the Parker Fraternity, Boston, 
November 3,1863.) 

A private printing, in large type, of this lec¬ 
ture (with the title “Lecture—1863”) is recorded 
at page 118. It has never been reprinted, but it was 
offered in an altered form as the essay “Our Pro¬ 
gressive Independence,” q.v. See also Appendix 5. 

(Webster-Parkman trial. Testimony of 
Holmes.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, March 22, 1850, page 
2, col. 4; March 29, 1850, page 2, col. 3. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
April 3, 1850, vol. XLii, page 179. 

No attempt has been made to establish the 
priority among the numerous pamphlet print¬ 
ings of the reports of this trial; most of the news¬ 
papers issued their reports in pamphlet form. 

Week of Frailty, A. 

The New-England Magazine, October 1831, 
vol. I, page 316; signed: O.W.H. 

The essay contains two poems, each without 
title, the first (page 318) beginning “Is thy name 
Mary?” included in the 1836 edition of Holmes s 
poems with the title “L’Inconnue”; the second 
(page 319) beginning “Hast thou a look for me, 
love?” See pages 329 and 318. 

Where to Go in Summer. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, No¬ 
vember I, 1877, vol. xcvii, page 513; signed: 

O.W,H. 

The manuscript, used as printer’s copy, is in the 
Harvard Holmes collection in the bound vol- 
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umc of miscellaneous manuscripts, page 1007. 
Holmes’s many tables of statistics for this paper 
have recently been added to the Harvard Holmes 
collection. 

(Whittier, John Greenleaf, 1891. Letter 
from Holmes, December 15, 1891, on the 
occasion of Whittier’s birthday.) 

The Literary World, Boston, December 19, 
1891, vol. XXII, page 492. 

The Critic, New York, December 19, 1891, 
new series vol. xvi, page 355. 

Life and Letters of Whittier, by S. T. Pickard, 
1894, vol. II, page 755. 

A draft of the letter is in the bound volume of 
miscellaneous manuscripts, page 763, in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. Whittier’s acknowledg¬ 
ment, dated December 16, is in the Library of 
Congress. 

(Whittier, John Greenleaf, September 

1892.) Dr. Holmes’s Tribute to Whittier. 
(Interview.) 

Boston Evening Transcript, September 9, 1892. 

(Whittier, John Greenleaf, October 1892. 
Letter from Holmes read at the Whittier 
memorial service of the Boston Young 
Men’s Christian Union, October 16,1892.) 

Letter from Dr. Holmes. (Leaflet.) See page 
234 - 

Boston and other newspapers, October 17, 1892. 
The Critic, New York, October 22, 1892, new 
series vol. xviii, page 221. 

This letter was frequendy reprinted and 
quoted; it concerns Whittier’s religion and con¬ 
tains many allusions of the kind that earned for 

Holmes the not entirely deserved reputation of 
being erudite. 

(Winsor, Justin.) Memorial History of 
Boston. 


Winter. 

Title of the fourth section of "The Seasons,’ 

(].V. 

Winthrop, Governor, Medical Directions 
for. 

See (Stafford, Dr. Edward). 

(Woodstock, Connecticut, History of.) In¬ 
troduction. (Letter.) March 5, 1891. 

The History of Woodstock, Connecticut, by 
Clarence Winthrop Bowen, 1924. Introduc¬ 
tion by Oliver Wendell Holmes, vol. 1, page 
[I]. See page 262. 

Wordsworth. 

A lecture on Wordsworth was given before the 
Lowell Institute, Boston, April 15, 1853, one of 
a series on the English poets of the nineteenth 
century. See Appendix 5. For poem, see page 420. 

Wormwood Cordial of History, The. With 
a Fable. 

The Atlantic Monthly, October 1861, vol. viii, 
page 507; unsigned. 

(Wyman, Dr. Jeffries, September 1874.) 
Jeffries Wyman. 

Boston Daily Advertiser, September 12, 1874. 

(Wyman, Dr. Jeffries, September 1874.) 
The Late Dr. Jeffries Wyman. (Minutes of 
the Faculty of the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, Cambridge, September 26, 1874 • 
signed: O. W. Holmes, Secretary.) 

Boston Daily Advertiser, September 29, 1874. 

The manuscript is in the bound volume of 

miscellaneous manuscripts, page 711, Harvard 

Holmes collection. A fair copy, by Holmes, is also 

entered m the manuscript records of the faculty 
of the Museum. ^ 


See Medicine in Boston. 
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(Wyman, Dr. Jeffries, November 1874.) 
Professor Jeffries Wyman. A Memorial 
Outline. 

The Atlantic Monthly, November 1874, vol. 

XXXIV, page 611. 

(The same, as offprint.) See page 149. 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, April 15,1875, vol. XIV, page 4; with ad¬ 
ditional (brief) introductory paragraphs. 

Correspondence in the Massachusetts Histori¬ 
cal Society, Holmes to Charles Deane, shows that 
Holmes had originally offered his Boston Daily 
Advertiser obituary with additional paragraphs 
(in accordance with a suggestion made by Rob¬ 
ert C. Winthrop, Proceedings, 1876, vol. xiii, page 
370). The final letter, March 30, 1875, agrees to 
the use of The Atlantic article. 

Some manuscript notes have recently been 
added to the Harvard Holmes collection. 

(Wyman, Dr. Jeffries, 1875.) 

The American Annual Cyclopaedia of the 
Year 1874, New York, D. Appleton and 
Company, 1875, vol, xiv, page 811. 

In a letter to Charles Deane (Massachusetts 


Historical Society), March 21, 1875, Holmes, 
who had enclosed his Boston Daily Advertiser 
article and referred to his long account of Wyman 
in The Atlantic Monthly, says also that he has 
written a “condensed” account for Appleton’s 
Cyclopadia. 

Y 

Young Practitioner, The. Valedictory Ad¬ 
dress, Bellevue Hospital College, March 2, 
liyi.Riv.ix, 370. 

New York Medical Journal, April 1871, vol. 
XIII, page 420; with title: “Valedictory Ad¬ 
dress,” etc. 

(The same, reprinted.) New York: D. Apple- 
ton and Company, 1871. See page 143. 

Medical Essays, by Holmes, 1883. 

z 

(Zoan. Letter from Holmes, May ii, 1884, 
on the explorations at Zoan.) 

The Literary World, Boston, June 14, 1884, 
page 196. 

The Academy, London, June 14, 1884. 
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Appendix i 


H OLMES'S earliest poems appeared in print 
anonymously, and his earliest publications 
remain undiscovered. In a letter dated March 28, 
1829, to his schoolmate Phinehas Barnes (Morse, 
vol. I, page 55), Holmes announces that he has 
had some verses published. He writes: "I .. . have 
written poetry for an Annual and seen my literary 
bandings swathed in green silk, and reposing in 
the drawing room.” The letter as printed by Morse 
IS misdated 1828. For some forty years, accepting 
Morse s date, collectors and dealers have searched 
diligently for the wrong annual bound in green 
silk. Ironically, knowing the right date has been 
no more fruitful. When the original search was 
made (1939) and eight libraries canvassed for 
their gift books, no 1829 annual in green silk was 
found; since then, both The To^en and The 
Offering for that year have turned up in the de¬ 
sired binding, but of the few poems whose au¬ 
thorship is still unknown not one could be con- 

fidendy claimed, on internal evidence alone, as 
being by Holmes. 

Holmes himself consistently put his first ap¬ 
pearance in print in 1830, admitting no earlier 
publication, except in a letter of July 15, 1889, in 
which he says: “I think it was in some newspaper 
that my first published lines appeared, but the first 
periodical in which I wrote was ‘The Collegian’ 

• • . in the year 1830,” (Facsimile in An Introduc¬ 
tion to the Study of American Literature, by 
Brander Matthews, 1896, page [i75j; a forgery 
evidendy made from this facsimile is in the Wil¬ 
son collection, vol. ii, page 458.) The late date of 
the letter makes Holmes’s statement of doubtful 
value, for by then he was not even sure of when he 
wrote Old Ironsides.” The mystery is made the 
more obscure not only because of Holmes’s sub¬ 
sequent silence but also because of the facts that 


the particular letter to Barnes is one of three not 
yet located and that Barnes’s answer to the letter 
was apparently not preserved. 

Yet there seems litde doubt that, as an under¬ 
graduate, Holmes somewhere published verses. 
Since he contributed nothing to The Harvard 
Register, his membership in the club called Dia- 
phemizomenoi—^ club apparently founded by 
James Freeman Clarke, Benjamin Curtis, and 
Holmes—suggests that he had been published 
elsewhere. The founders of the club may, of 
course, have meant the word to indicate only that 
they made themselves known by recitation and 
by writing for their own pleasure; but the work 
of both Clarke and Curtis had appeared in print; 
it seems likely that the third known member had 
also written for publication. What and where 
must remain doubtful until someone has the pa¬ 
tience to wade through the annuals again. 

The most likely possibility is, of course, the 
following: The To^en; A Christmas and New 
Yea/s Present. Edited by N. P. Willis. Bos¬ 
ton: S. G. Goodrich, 141 Washington Street. 
MDCCCXXIX. But no one of the five anonymous 
poems whose authorship is still unknown can be 
positively claimed for Holmes. 

Another letter to Barnes, January 13, 1830, 
quotes verses that Holmes says he intends to pub-' 
lish. But the lines addressed to “S_ L_ 

have not been found in print before their publi¬ 
cation in this volume (see page 347). 

The first periodical to which he is known to 
have contributed is The Collegian (described at 
pages 14 ff.) published in Cambridge, in 1830, by 
Harvard undergraduates. In the six issues of this 
publication, the names of the authors of the con¬ 
tributions were not at first disclosed. After the last 
number, the parts were collected into a single 
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volume with a general title-page and a list of con¬ 
tents. In this list of contents certain titles, marked 
by an asterisk, are described in a footnote as contri¬ 
butions from the pen of one author; the presence 
among these starred titles of such familiar poems 
as “The Dorchester Giant,” “The Spectre Pig,” 
and “The Height of the Ridiculous” leaves no 
doubt of their author’s identity. 

Among the periodical editors who took notice 
of The Collegian was Frederic S. Hill, of Boston. 
In 1830, Hill was publishing two literary journals, 
the New-England Galaxy, a weekly, and The 
Amateur, a semimonthly. In the Galaxy, he re¬ 
printed a number of poems from The Collegian, 
with the natural result of encouraging the young 
men so honored to send their verse for inclusion 
in one or the other of his magazines. In Hill’s two 
periodicals appear thirteen unsigned poems that 
information from other sources shows were by 
Holmes; five of these were printed in the Galaxy 
and eight in The Amateur. Precise information on 
the authorship of these thirteen poems derives in 
part from the inclusion of some of them in the 
1836 edition of Holmes’s collected poems and in 
part from his penciled annotations in his copies 
of Illustrations from the Athenceum Gallery of 
Paintings, published by Hill in 1830. Two an¬ 
notated copies of this book exist, both from 
Holmes’s own library, of which one copy is now 
in the Library of Congress and the other in the 
Harvard Holmes collection. In both copies 
Holmes penciled the identification of the con¬ 
tributing authors. He initialed as his four poems, 
not elsewhere identified: “The Monkeys,” “The 
Fish Pieces,” “The Gipsy,” “Lady Drinking.” 

After the demise of The Collegian, Holmes con¬ 
tinued to contribute to The Amateur and appar¬ 
ently, in two instances at least, to the New-Eng¬ 
land Galaxy. From August 7, 1830, to March 12, 
1831, The Amateur has eight poems signed “H”; 
of these eight, four are certainly by Holmes, since 
two (“The Treadmill Song” and “The Star and 
the Water-Lily”) are in the 1836 edition of his 
collected poems and two (“The Two Shadows” 


and “Domestic Thoughts”) are in The Harbinger, 
*^33 (described at page 22). There are four 
other poems, signed “H,” which although not 
proved from outside sources as by Holmes, arc 
here assigned to Holmes on the assumption that 
the editor would not desire nor the author permit 
the same signature to be used for two different 
contributors. These four are “The Flies,” “Infelix 
Senectus,” “Song of the Hen-Pecked,” and “To 
the Lady Opposite.” 

Before any of the eight poems just mentioned 
came out in The Amateur, two poems signed “H” 
were printed in Hill’s New-England Galaxy: “The 
Gallows Bird’s Last Song,” in the issue of July 
30, 1830, and “Reflections in a Ball Room,” in the 
issue of August 6. The first of the two poems was 
printed as one of “State Prison Melodies,” like 
“The Treadmill Song,” in The Amateur, August 
7, 1830, of which Holmes acknowledged the au¬ 
thorship by including it in the 1836 edition of his 
collected poems; moreover, the poem “City Madri¬ 
gals,” in The Amateur, April 9, 1831, is signed 
“O. W. H.” with the statement that it was by the 
author of “State Prison Melodies.” “Reflections 
in a Ball Room” is in a class with the “H” poems 
of The Amateur, discussed in the preceding para¬ 
graph, having appeared immediately after “The 
Gallows Bird’s Last Song” and just before the 
series of “H” poems in The Amateur, which was 
under the same editorship as the Galaxy. It there¬ 
fore seems safe to add it to our list of Holmes s 
verse. 

On September 16, 1830, Holmes’s now famous 
“Old Ironsides” was printed in the Boston Daily 
Advertiser and signed with the initial “H.” The 
wide dispersal of these lines throughout the whole 
country may have induced Holmes to begin ac¬ 
knowledging his verses by signing them with the 
uncommon initials: O.W.H. At any rate, two lit¬ 
erary annuals for 1831, both published in Boston 
in the latter part of 1830, used the three initials. 
These were The Token and Youth's Keepsak^- 
The former has the poem “The Lost Boy ; atid 
the other, the two poems “Crossing the Ford an 
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“The Fairy World.” These three poems were 
never included in the editions of Holmes’s col¬ 
lected verse. 

In March 1831, Holmes wrote to Barnes: “If 
you find any floating scraps with O.W.H. to the 
tail of them, set them down to the owner, and I 
believe, the only one of those preposterous ini¬ 
tials.” Holmes evidently wished to call attention 
to The Last Leaf” (The Amateur, March 26, 
1831), to which, with justifiable pride, he added 
his initials. In the same letter he described a neigh¬ 
bor: “There is a murderer of melody on on (sic^ 
the piano forte in the next room who plays the 
deuce with my metaphysics” (Morse, vol. i, pages 
7 i" 72 ; the original letter is surcharged March 25, 
Harvard library). The source of annoyance next 
door provided the subject of some verses, “To My 
Neighbor Who Sings and Plays on the Piano¬ 
forte, appearing in The Amateur, April 23, 1831 
(page 291), over the initials “O.W.H.” Apparent¬ 
ly it was this poem that Barnes first caught, for on 
April 28 he wrote Holmes: “I believe I have dis¬ 
covered your lyrics in the Amateur Snelling is 
a rogue. He will have you in the Next Years Gift 
for Scribblers.” * Having thus begun to reveal his 
verses, to his friends at least, Holmes used these 
initials for other poems in The Amateur, in March 
and April 1831, and, in the issue of April 23, for 
a prose piece, “Scene from an Unpublished Com¬ 
edy,” not listed by Ives. 

In the summer of 1831, Holmes became a regul- 
lar contributor to the newly established New- 
England Magazine, edited by Joseph T. and Ed¬ 
win Buckingham. He continued his contributions 


until his trip to Europe; his last contribution, “Six 
Verses, appeared in July 1833, several weeks after 
his departure. These contributions were almost 
invariably signed “O.W.H.” In the September 
1831 issue, however, “Thoughts in Dejection” 
(later entitled “The Poet’s Lot”) was signed “O.” 
The same issue of the magazine contained another 
of Holmes’s poems, “To an Insect,” signed 
“O.W.H.” Evidently the editor did not wish to 
make too obvious the insertions of two contribu¬ 


tions by one author in a single issue of the maga¬ 
zine. The “O” was chosen in preference to “H,” 
which had already been pre-empted by another 
contributor. TTie first two issues of this magazine 
(July and August 1831) have three poems signed 
“H,” namely, “The Italian Exile,” “To the Poles,” 
and VVit and Wisdom. When the Riverside edi¬ 
tion of Holmes’s poems was in preparation in 
1891, H. R. Gibbs, of the firm of Houghton, 
Mifflin & Company, wrote to Holmes (letter of 
September 29, in the Library of Congressf) call¬ 
ing his attention to these three poems and asking 
if they were his and if they should be included 
among the early poems in the new edition. 
Holmes’s reply has not been traced, but since the 
poems do not appear in the Riverside edition it 
IS likely that Holmes denied their authorship. The 
presence of a contribution signed “H” in the Oc¬ 
tober 1831 issue of this magazine, “From the MSS 
of a Traveller in the East,” which was evidently 
written by Samuel Gridley Howe, and of other 
prose articles signed “H,” continuing until Octo¬ 
ber 1834, extends the “H” series into the period of 
Holmes’s student days in Paris and confirms the 
decision that none of the “H” contributions in 
the magazine is by Holmes. 

There is, however, an unsigned poem, an am¬ 
bitious piece of n6 tetrameter lines, “Words to 
Woman,” in the issue for May 1832 (vol. n, page 
406). Holmes’s authorship is established by Mrs. 
Sarah J. Hale, who reprinted 14 lines from the 


• Barnes’s expectations were fulfilled. In the sec- 
ond edition, 1832, of his Truth, a Gift for Scribblers 

(page 70), William J. Snelling singled out Holmes in 
these flattering, if infelicitous, lines: 

Give Holmes a ride, the muses’ youngest son, 

Equalled by few, surpass’d by none, not one^ 

A dawn of worth, in whose meridian blaze 

Bryant with effort shall retain his bays. 

Holmes later alluded to these lines as a “love pat" 

(‘The Opening of the New Portfolio,” A Mortal 
Antipathy, Riv.vii, 8). 


T 1 ne last page of this letter and, consequently the 

I? has been iden- 

nfied by Mr. C. Howard Roberts of the Riverside 

Fress, who was well acquainted with Mr. Gibbs. 
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poem in her Floras Interpreter (1832, page 133), 
over the signature “O. W. Holmes.*^ Mrs. Hale’s 
volume (page 144) has another excerpt credited 
to Holmes: two 8-line stanzas beginning “Alas! 
that in our earliest blush.” The original poem is 
not in any of the periodicals or annuals in which 
his other work appears. A search in a number of 
local publications has not revealed it; its discovery 
would probably lead to additional verses by him. 
That Holmes had some outlet for his verse other 
than those now known is suggested by the sub¬ 
ject of the poem “Illustration of a Picture.” The 
picture was Washington Allston’s “Spanish Girl 
in a Reverie,” exhibited at the Athenaeum Gallery 
in 1831. The earliest printing of the poem so far 
noted is in Poems, 1836, but the assumption that 
it must have been printed when its subject was 
timely seems warranted. 

In a notice of The Boston BooJ{ for 1836, Park 
Benjamin broke into eulogies of his friend’s verse 
of which there was, he regretted, no sample in the 
volume he was reviewing (The New-England 
Magazine, October 1835, vol. v, pages 305-6). 
Benjamin’s panegyric implies that Holmes had 
written many poems, publishing them “under dif¬ 
ferent signatures and at different times—and with¬ 
out the slightest care for their preservation.” But 
since there is no allusion elsewhere to Holmes’s 
using a variety of signatures, it is difficult not to 
suspect Benjamin of indulging in hyperbole or 
of confusing Holmes’s practice with that of his 
friend, John O, Sargent, who did use a variety of 
pseudonyms. All the evidence shows that Holmes 
preferred the blankness of anonymity, the plain 
“H” or the “preposterous initials.” * This infer¬ 
ence is supported by Holmes’s later advice, given 
a young poet, to stick to one signature (Morse, vol. 
1, page 345). Nevertheless, Benjamin’s extrava¬ 
gant claims that Holmes’s verse was “circulating 
all over the Union and in England” and Mrs. 
Hale’s unidentified fragment suggest that Holmes 
may have been more prolific than this bibliog¬ 
raphy indicates. 

Holmes himself claims not to have written a 
line during his stay in Europe (March 1833-De- 


cember 1835). But soon after his return in late 
December 1835, the impulse apparently proved 
too strong to resist. T he American Monthly Maga¬ 
zine had initiated in January 1836 a new series un¬ 
der the editorship of Holmes’s admirer Park Ben¬ 
jamin and Charles Fenno Hoffman, and had ab¬ 
sorbed the old New-England Magazine. The Feb¬ 
ruary, March, and April issues of this new period¬ 
ical contain four new poems by Holmes, all un¬ 
signed. As he explained to his friend James Free¬ 
man Clarke, he did not wish to be supposed “am¬ 
bitious of being considered a regular scribbler,” 
for what he wanted was a “regular occupation” 
(letter, March ii, 1836, Morse, vol. ii, page 269), 
The four new poems, all now in the collected 
works, were “Lines Written at Sea” (now titled 
“An Evening Thought”), “Our Yankee Girls,” 
“The Last Reader,” and “La Grisette.” The suc¬ 
cess of the 1836 edition of his poems may have had 
some weight in inducing its author to relinquish 
anonymity for his next two contributions to The 
American Monthly Magazine (November 1836), 
“Qui Vive,” signed “O. W. H.,” and “A Souve¬ 
nir,” signed “O. W. Holmes.” There is no reason 
to suppose that any of the poems signed “H” in 
this magazine are by Holmes; some of them are 
in the collected poems of Charles Fenno Hoffman. 

After 1836 Holmes no longer hid his light un¬ 
der a bushel, and there is litde or no occasion to 
debate authorship, except of the poem “The 
Ashuelot River,” by O. W. H., in The Udy's 
Boo\, edited by Mrs. Sarah J. Hale, for Novem¬ 
ber 1837, vol. XV, page 206. That he wrote these 
lines has been doubted with good reason, but no 
definite evidence seems to be forthcoming either 
for or against the proposition, except the elusive 
tests of style and substance and the fact that, al¬ 
though this is a poem of some pretensions, no ref¬ 
erence to it has been noted in materials by and 
about Holmes. (See page 275 for argument. En*) 

• The use of his first initial is the only exception 
noted. Although called Wendell by his ® 

would certainly not have used the initial 
that would too readily suggest the popular N. 
Willis. 
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Appendix 



T he following checklist of sheet music is un¬ 
doubtedly not complete, for it is not always 
possible to guess the names of composers who 
might have set Holmes’s words to music and so to 
locate copies in sheet-music collections. For in¬ 
stance, in a letter dated June 4, 1889, to Charles 
G. Leland, Holmes thanks him for sheet music of 
“The Ballad of the Oysterman,” but the composer 
is not named; and a letter of April 15, 1862, to the 
Rev. Thomas Hill thanks him for a violin setting 
for an unnamed poem. At least a third of the titles 
below were turned up by the editor in a way that 
is most accurately described as accidental. There 
are probably many more in existence. Musical set¬ 
tings in song books and hymnals have not been 
considered (e.g., “Old Ironsides” with the title 
“The Old Constitution” appears with music by 
George Henry Curtis in his Centennial School 
Singer, 1876, page 97). 

AFFECTING BALLAD OF THE OYSTERMAN 

See The Ballad of the Oysterman. 

ANGEL OF PEACE 

See A Hymn of Peace. 

ARMY HYMN 

Army Hymn By O. W. Holmes, For Solo and 
Chorus ad libitum With Piano Accompaniment 
for two or four hands. Composed by Otto Dresel. 
Boston. G. D. Russell & Company 126 Tremont, 
iRulc] Opposite Park (Copyright 1863, District 
of Massachusetts. Plate number: 33. 7 pages.] 

This has the extra stanza, beginning “No more its 

flaming emblems wave,” inserted as the next to the 
last. See page 97. 

A copy in the Harvard College library has an extra 
leaf (verso blank) on which the words of the chorus 
are repeated four times, printed thus to be cut up for 
use of the four-part choir. 


The engraver’s name, F. Goeckeriiz, is at the fool 
of page 7. 

Army Hymn. Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Music With introductory March for a Military 
band by [monogram GP (George Peabody)]. Bos¬ 
ton Oliver Ditson & Co., 451 Washington S* 
(Without copyright date. Plate number: 51598.3. 
5 pages.] 

Music score only. 

Mr. J. Francis Driscoll reports that a sheet-music 
edition of Longfellow’s “Old Clock on the Stairs” 
bears the same monogram of G. P. and reveals the 
composer as George Peabody. This same item has the 
copyright date 1886, and plate number 51814, thus 
making it fairly certain that the date of this issue of 
the “Army Hymn” is the same year. 

THE BALLAD OF THE OYSTERMAN 

Love and Oysters Parody on Hero and Leander 
as Sung with the greatest Applause by M^ G. 
Dixon Written and Arranged to the Celebrated 
Air Partant pour la Syrie By R. Stevenson Esq?. 
[Rule] . (Rulej New York Firth & Hall 358 
Pearl [Engraved, without plate number. 3 
pages.] 

In this guise Holmes’s "Ballad of the Oysterman” 
received early acclaim and popularity, but it will be 
noticed that his name as author is not mentioned. Ac¬ 
cording to Odell’s Annals of the New Yorh^ Stage 
(vol. iTi, page 528), “Love and Oysters” was sung for 
the first time by George Washington Dixon, at his 
benefit at tlie Chatham Theatre, March 15, 1831. In 
the newspaper advertisements for this performance, 
the song is listed as “new.” The New York directory 
lists Firth and Hall, the music publishers, at 358 
Pearl Street in the volume for 1831/32, published in 
July 1831, and the next year their address is given as 
I Franklin Square. The date of publication of this 
song would therefore seem to be surely established 
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as 1831. A later issue of the same song is identical ex¬ 
cept that it bears the Franklin Square address and has 
a plate number: Love & Oysters. 3. A comparison of 
the \vords of the ballad as given here with its first 
appearance in The Amateur, Boston, July 17, 1830, 
reveals slight changes, unquestionably made by 
Dixon as more suitable for singing. A copy of the 
first issue is in the Wilson collection; the Brown Uni¬ 
versity and Harvard libraries have the late issue. 

The Tall Young Oysterman As Sung with un¬ 
bounded Applause by Miss Rosina Shaw The 
Words By B. Holmes, Esq*". The Music Com¬ 
posed and respectfully dedicated to his Patrons of 
Philad^ by Mr Shaw. [Two rulesj Philadelphia, 
George Willig 171 Chestnut S^ (Copyright 1842, 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, deposited Feb¬ 
ruary 12, 1842. Without plate number. 3 pages.] 

Rosina Shaw, vocalist and actress, was the daugh¬ 
ter of John Shaw, an English violinist, musical di¬ 
rector, and poet. Born in Liverpool in 1828, Rosina 
came to America in 1834 with her father, two sisters, 
and a brother. Under the guidance of their father, 
Rosina and her sister Mary (born 1826) sang in con¬ 
certs in Charleston, Philadelphia, and New York, 
making their debut in New York at the Vestry Street 
Chapel, April 12, 1838. On March 10 and 16, 1842, 
John Shaw arranged two concerts at the Society Li¬ 
brary, New York, for Mary and Rosina, in which 
they won applause from the press. Earlier in that 
year Mr. Shaw had exhibited his daughters’ vocal 
talents in several concerts at Peale’s Philadelphia 
Museum. At these concerts Rosina had sung ‘The 
Tall Young Oysterman,” which she probably re¬ 
peated in New York. (Information furnished by Dr. 
Van Lennep, curator of the Theatre Collection, Har¬ 
vard library.) 

Affecting Ballad of the Oysterman “It was a tall 
Young Oysterman.” Written by O. W. Holmes 
Composed and Sung by J. L. Hatton. 38 cts nett. 
Boston Published by Oliver Ditson 115 Wash¬ 
ington St. [Copyright 1849, deposited by title, 
February i. Plate number: 1667. 7 pages.) 

This has been seen in two diHerent grades of paper. 
Copies on the better paper have the price as above 
(c.g., the deposit copy. Library of Congress); those 


on poorer paper omit the price. The name of the en¬ 
graver, Weller, appears below the copyright notice. 

Comic Songs. Third series_Tall Young Oyster¬ 

man, J. L. Hatton , , , Boston: Oliver Ditson 
Company. Four agents [Copyright 1884, Without 
plate number. 7 pages.) 

At foot of page 2: Barnabee’s Songs. 

The Young Oysterman Poem by Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes Music by Eben H. Bailey [Copy¬ 
right 1894, deposited January 31, by Miles & 
Thompson, Boston. Plate number M. & T. 468-6. 

7 pages., 

BATTLE OF LEXINGTON 

See Lexington. 

BEAUTEOUS MORN 

See Fantasia. 

BUILD THEE MORE STATELY MANSIONS 

See The Chambered Nautilus. 

THE CELEBRATED RALLYING SONG 

See Never or Now. 

THE CHAMBERED NAUTILUS 

The Chambered Nautilus Song with Piano Ac¬ 
companiment For Low Voice By Geo. La 
Munyon Composer of “Crossing the Bar” 
“Good Luck is Coming My Way” Price 50^ 
Published By Geo. La Munyon Westerly, R. L 
[Copyright 1906, by Geo. La Munyon, deposited 
May 9. Plate number: The Chambered Nautilus 
4. 5 pages.) 

“Respectfully Dedicated to Professor L. F, Gardner. 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.” 

The Chambered Nautilus Cantata for Women s 
Voices with Soli for Soprano and Contralto and 
accompaniment for Pianoforte and Organ (ad 
libitum) by Mrs. H. H, A, Beach. Op. 66. Price 
50 cents. Arthur P. Schmidt, Boston, Leipzig* 
New York, 120 Boylston St. 136 Fifth Ave [Copy¬ 
right 1907, deposited November 9. Plate number. 
A.P.S. 7699-25, 51 pages. Octavo., 

‘To the Saint Cecilia Club, New York Victor 
Harris, Conductor^ 
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Brooklyn Training School for Teachers Classes 
of 1910 “The Chambered Nautilus” [Copyright 
1910, by George H. Gardan, deposited January 
10. Without plate number. 15 pages. Octavo.] 

Title from the cover. At the head of page 3: Dedi¬ 
cated to the Classes of 1910. The Chambered Nautilus. 
Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music by George 
H. Gartlan. 

Three stanzas. 

Cantata For Mixed Voices With Piano, Organ 
and Orchestra The Chambered Nautilus Poem 
By Oliver Wendell Holmes Music By Deems 
Taylor. Boston Oliver Ditson Company. New 
York, Chas. H, Ditson & Co. Chicago, Lyon & 
Healy. (Copyright 1914, deposited November 2. 
Plate number: 5-119-70609-31, 31 pages.] 

G. Schirmer’s Octavo Church Music General 
Anthems No. 6862 “Build Thee More Stalely 
Mansions” Anthem For Mixed Quartet with Bar¬ 
itone Solo and Organ Accompaniment By Mark 
Andrews Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Price, 15 cents, net G. Schirmer New York 
Boston [Copyright 1920, deposited June 26. Plate 
number: 29503. 8 pages,] 

The Chambered Nautilus A Short Cantata For 
Mixed Voices, With Solo For Medium Voice 
Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes Music by John 
S. Fearis Price 30 cents J. S. Fearis & Bro, 
4547 Louis Ave. Chicago, 111 . [Copyright 1921, 
deposited October 31. Plate number: The Cham¬ 
bered Nautilus 18. 19 pages. Octavo.] 

Title taken from the wrapper; the title-page has 

after the price a note forbidding the copying or rent¬ 
ing of parts. 

The Chambered Nautilus Sonata for the Organ 
By H. J. Stewart No, 18511 Movement No. i .80 
No. 18512 Movement No. 2 .50 No. 18513 Move¬ 
ment No. 3 .80 No. 18514 Movement No. 4 .80 
Philadelphia Theodore Presscr Co. 1712 Chestnut 
St. [Copyright 1922, deposited December 30. Plate 
numbers: 18511-10 (ii pages); 18512-4 (5 pages); 
18513.9 (10 pages); 18514-9 (u pages).] 


Each movement quotes a different stanza of the 
poem. 

Build Thee More Stately Mansions Sacred song 
by Mark Andrews Words by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes High voice [E flat]. .40 net Low voice 
[C]. G. Schirmer, Inc. New York [Copyright 
1924, deposited June 20. Plate numbers: 31873 
(C) and 31872 (E flat). 5 pages.] 

"To my friend Dr. Louis R. Dressier.” 

One stanza. 

Build thee more stately mansions (Treble Voices, 
Unison) Andrews-Dews .12 Two-Part Songs 
For Use in Schools and Seminaries Order by 
Number Only [List of titles] G. Schirmer, Inc., 
New York [Copyright 1920 and 1933, deposited 
August 30, 1933. Plate number; 36050 c. 5 pages. 
Octavo.] 

Title from the cover. At the head of page [ij: 
G. S. 8 T? Choruses. No. 7716. Build thee more stately 
mansions. For treble voices in unison with organ ac¬ 
companiment (optional alto part). From ‘The Cham¬ 
bered Nautilus” by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Mark 
Andrews, arranged by Charles Dews. 

One stanza. 

Nautilus Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
Music by Effie McCloud. (Copyright 1934, by E. 
E. McCloud.] 

This exists in manuscript (deposited September 24, 
1934) in the Library of Congress. Page [ij has the 
title Nautilus.” The title above is taken from page 
[2]. To dale no printing of this has been found. 

Harold Flammer Choral Series Sacred Anthems 

for Mixed Voices-84128—Build Thee More 

Stately Mansions. Carl F. Mueller.15. 

Harold Flammer Incorporated Publisher New 
York [Copyright 1936, deposited December 21. 
Plate number: 1373. 7 pages. Octavo.] 

On page [2]: To the Princeton Choral Union 
Princeton, N. J. David Hugh Jones, Conductor. . . . 
For four-part chorus of mixed voices, unaccompanied. 

The Chambered Nautilus Short Cantata for 
Mixed Voices With Alto and Soprano Solo 
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The Text By Oliver Wendell Holmes Set To 
Music By Russell Hancock Miles Price 75 cents 
New York . •. The H. W. Gray Co., Inc. Agents 
for Novello & Co. Ltd. [Copyright 1944, de¬ 
posited February 19. Plate number: Miles The 
Chambered Nautilus-(3i). 32 pages.) 

“To the Syracuse University Chorus and its Con¬ 
ductor, Dr. Howard Lyman.” 

G. Schirmer*s Choral Church Music Women’s 
Voices [Description and list] 9547 Andrews 
(Downing) Build thee more stately mansions. 
. . . .16 12 (Prices apply to U. S. A.) G. 

Schirmer, Inc., New York [Copyright 1946, de¬ 
posited March 19. Plate number: 41199CX. 10 
pages.) 

THE CHORAL HOST 

See The Mother’s Secret. 

CHORAL SONG FOR A REUNION 

See Hymn for the Class Meeting. 

THE DEAR OLD TIMES 

See No Time Like the Old Time. 

DEPARTED DAYS 

Songs By J. S. Fearis [3 titles] Departed Days 
Low Voice in F. 50 Published by J. S. Fearis, 
720 Berwyn Avenue, Chicago. [Copyright 1908, 
deposited July 20. Plate number: Departed Days 

4. 5 pages.] 

THE DIAMOND DEW 

See Fantasia. 

(dickens, 1842) 

See “The Stars Their Early Vigils Keep.” 

AN EVENING THOUGHT 

An Evening TTiought Words by Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes Music by Yates Van Antwerp. 
Philadelphia Lee & Walker 922 Chestnut St. 
[2 agents. Copyright 1878. Plate number: 13165.5. 
5 pages.) 

“Respectfully dedicated to Miss Mollic L. Waelder.” 
Name of the engraver, G. F. Swain, on the cover. 

FANTASIA* 

Fantasia (N^ 5, of Six Songs) Words by O, 


Wendell Holmes, Music by Frederic H, Cowen. 
Price 2yT net Joseph Williams, Limited. 32, 
Great Pordand Street. London. W. Printed in 
England [Without plate number. 5 pages.) 

Above the title: Dedicated to Arthur Levy 
Sung by Miss Carlotta Elliot. In F. 

No. 34. Choral Songs for Schools. Frice 75 cents. 
Beauteous Morn Three-Part Song for Female 
Voices (S.C.C.) Words Written by Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes The Music Composed by Edward 
German. London: Novello and Company Limit¬ 
ed; New York: The H. W. Gray Co., Sole Agents 
for the U.S.A. (Copyright 1912, by H. W. Gray 
Co. Without plate number. 8 pages.) 

Aeolian Series of Choral Music.... Treble voices. 

. . . 3006 Diamond Dew, The- 2 part. 

Daniel Protheroe .12 .... H. T. FitzSimons 
Music Publisher 509 S. Wabash Ave. Chicago, III. 
[Copyright 1925, deposited May 21. Plate num¬ 
ber: 3006-4. 5 pages. Octavo.) 

Title from the cover. At the head of page [2]: The 
Diamond Dew Two Part Song Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Daniel Protheroe. 


No. 285. Novello’s Octavo Edition of Two-Part 
Songs for Female Voices, Frice (Beauteous 
Morn Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes Mu¬ 
sic by Edward German Arranged as a Two- 
Part Song by H. A. Chambers London: Novel¬ 
lo & Company, Limited; New York: The H. W. 
Gray C^, Sole Agents for the U.S.A. (Copyright 
1933, by Novello & Company, Limited, deposited 
January 25. Plate number: 15874* ® pages* Octa¬ 
vo.) 


* Francis Boott, writing Holmes from Italy on May 
;6, 1872 (letter in Harvard Holmes collection), wi 
hat he had been reading the “last number” oi The 
itlantic Monthly. His allusions to the contents of the 
lumber leave no doubt that he meant the February 

isue with the second installment of “The 
treakfast-Table,” in which this poem appeared. His 
jtter says that he has written some music for it. o 
race of its publication has been found. Nor has a se 
mg by Sara K. Rodgers, ‘TCiss My Eyelids (1890, 

chmidt). 
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At the foot of page ji): Originally published as a 
Trio in Novello’s Trios for Female Voices No. 437, 
and in the Tonic Solfa Series. 

Songs by Frederic Cowen. . . . Fantasia: (Kiss 
mine eyelids, lovely morn.) . . . Oliver Ditson & 
Co., Boston. [Ten agents. Without copyright date. 
Plate number: 50490. 5 pages.] 

At the foot of page 2: Cowen’s Songs. 

Two stanzas. 

FILL UP THE ranks! 

See Never or Now. 

FLAG OF FREEDOM 

Union and Liberty. 

FLAG OF THE HEROES 

See Union and Liberty. 

THE FLOWER OF LIBERTY 

2 National Songs, The Flower of Liberty 
Union and Liberty From the Atlantic Monthly. 
Written by Oliver Wendell Holmes, Set to Music 
by O. B. Brown. Boston. Russell and Patee ro8 
Tremont St. [Copyright 1862, District of Massa¬ 
chusetts. Without plate number. 5 pages.] 

At page [3j: The Flower of Liberty. Words by 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music by O. B. Brown. 

What Flower Is This.? Ballad. (With Chorus.) 
Composed for, and sung by, Mr. William Hamil¬ 
ton. Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music 
by H. P. Keens. New York, Wm. A. Pond & Co. 
547 Broadway, and 39 Union Square. [Five 
agents. Copyright 1877, deposited January 16. 
Plate number: 9257. 5 pages.] 

"To Mrs M. Kate Hamilton." 

Three stanzas. 

The Laurel Song Series of Vocal Selections Ini¬ 
tial Numbers No. [Numbers 129-321 listed] 160. 
Flower of Liberty, The . . . W. H. Niedlinger. 

• • . C. C. Birchard & Company Boston, Mass. 
[Copyright 1904, deposited May 5. Without plate 
number. 5 pages numbered 160-64.] 

FOUR SONGS 

See the following: From a Bachelor’s Private 


Journal, L’inconnue, The Parting Word, and 
Under the Violets. 

FREEDOM, OUR QUEEN 

The Knickerbocker Series of School Songs. Book 
III, Three-part Songs edited by F. E. Howard, 
Supervisor of Music in Public Schools in Bridge¬ 
port, Conn. . . . New York, Novello, Ewer & Co. 
[Copyright 1898.] 

Francis E. Howard, composer. ‘‘Freedom, Our 
Queen" is No. 17 on pp. 68-69. 

Composed for the Inauguration Concert at Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. March 4th 1901. “Freedom, Our 
Queen.” Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music 
for mixed chorus and Orchestra by Frederick R. 
Burton. New York, Luckhardt & Beider. [Copy¬ 
right 1901. Plate number: L&B 867. 14 pages. 
Octavo.] 

No. 891. Freedom, Our Queen._J. K. Paine 

Price i2c. Novello’s Part-Song Book. A Collec¬ 
tion of Part-Songs, Glees, and Madrigals. In V'ol- 
umes, Cloth, Gilt, $2.00 Each; Or In Separate 
Numbers. . . . London and New York: Novello, 
Ewer U Co., 21 East 17th Street, New York. 
[Copyright 1902, by Novello, Ewer & Co., de¬ 
posited October 14. (i), 6, (i) pages. Octavo.] 

The Beacon Series of Vocal Selections for Schools, 

Classes and Choruses. ... 261. Freedom, Our 

Queen. Horatio Parker. S.S.A.B. or S.A.T.B. 

Silver, Burdett & Company, New York, Boston, 

Chicago. [Copyright 1911, deposted January 23. 
12 pages.] 

Op, 66, no. 4. Four-part mixed chorus. 

Freedom, Our Queen. Song W^ords by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Music by R. L. Herman So¬ 
prano or Tenor Alto or Baritone The Arthur 
P. Schmidt Co. Boston 120 Boylston Street 
New York 8 West 40th Street [Copyright 1918. 
Plate number; A.P.S. 11544"^* 7 


At foot of page 2: Also published for Mixed Voices, 
Men's Voices, & Women’s Voices (Trio). 
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The New Beacon Octavo. . . N^ 6oi. Freedom, 
Our Queen. Oliver Wendell Holmes. Horatio 
Parker, Op. 66, 4. [Copyright 1911, 1920, by 

Silver, Burdett and Company, deposited May 10, 
1920. Plate number: N.B.O. 601-8. 8 pages. Oc¬ 
tavo.] 

FROM A bachelor’s PRIVATE JOURNAL 

Four Songs The words by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes The music by Charles Hoby. N^ 3. 
Sweet Mary. New York, G. Schirmer, 35 Union 
Square. Augener & C^ London. [No copyright 
date given. Plate number: 8004. Pages (ii)-i5, 
(16) blank.] 

“To my Master and Friend F. E. Gladstone, Esq. 
Mus. Doc. Cantab. F.C.O, etc.” 

Four stanzas of the poem “From a Bachelor’s Pri¬ 
vate Journal.” 

GOD BLESS OUR YANKEE GIRLS 

See Our Yankee Girls. 

GOD REST OUR GLORIOUS LAND 

See International Ode. 

GOD SAVE THE FLAG 

National Melodies. [Flag. List of 22 titles.] Our 

Flag.L. Louis. Boston: Published by Henry 

Tolman & Co., 291 Washington St. [Three agents. 
Copyright 1865, District of Massachusetts, de¬ 
posited January 12, 1866, Plate number: 5113. 5 
pages.] 

Title from the cover. At page 3: Our Flag. (A na¬ 
tional song.) Words by Dr. O. W. Holmes. Composed 
and arranged by L. Louis. 

Our National War Songs. ... Chicago, S. Brain- 
ard’s Sons Co. [Inside;] Our Flag. (A national 
song.) Words by Dr. O. W. Holmes. [RuIc] Com¬ 
posed and arranged by L. Louis. [Copyright 
1893.] 

A renewal copyright issue of the Tolman 1865 edi¬ 
tion. 

THE HEIGHT OF THE RIDICULOUS 

The Height Of The Ridiculous Song For Bari¬ 
tone Words By Oliver Wendell Holmes Music 
By Charles Henry Hart The John Church Com¬ 


pany Cincinnati New York [etc. Copyright 
1909, deposited June 16. Plate number: 16114-4. 

5 pages.] 

"To Mr. Vran\ Croxton." 

Six Cheerful Songs To Poems of American 
Humor [Staves indicating 2 keyS] By Sidney 
Homer Opus 37. ... F The Height of the 
Ridiculous. .60 .. .New York . G. Schirmer ■ Bos¬ 
ton [Copyright 1920, Plate number: (4 flats) 
29818, (4 sharps) 29817. 7 pages.] 

THE HUDSON 

To the Author of the Words. Recollections A 
Song Words by O.W.Holmes Music by Thos. 

Spencer Lloyd.- 38^ net- Published by 

Nathan Richardson, at the Musical Exchange. 282 
Washington Boston. [Copyright 1855, District of 
Massachusetts, deposited August 2. Plate num¬ 
ber: 166. 7 pages.] 

Page [I] is headed: Recollections.* The footnote to 
which the asterisk refers reads: These lines formed 
the closing part of a lecture delivered before the 
Young Mens Association of Albany N.Y. and have 
reference to the Hudson. The lecture was ‘The Audi¬ 
ence,” delivered in Albany December i, 1854. The 
Boston Medical Library has a copy. 

HYMN FOR THE CLASS MEETING 

Choral Song for a Reunion Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Leslie Howard [Copyright 1932, by 
Leslie Howard, deposited November 10. Without 
plate number. 4 pages. Octavo.] 

The pages are numbered 60-63. The deposit copj 
is stamped “Novello & Co Ltd.” 

HYMN FOR THE GREAT CENTRAL FAIR 

See Philadelphia Sanitary Fair. 

A HYMN OF PEACE 

Selections from music performed at the Peace 
Festival Jubilee Boston 1869. ... A hymn o 
Peace written by Dr. O. W. Holmes. And adapted 
to Keller’s American Hymn ... Quartet... os 
ton Oliver Ditson & Co 277 Washington St 
[Five agents. Copyright 1869, District of 3ssa 
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chusetts, deposited June lo. Plate number: 25358. 
5 pages.j 

Jubilee Collection of Standard Glees and Chorus¬ 
es. For mixed voices. . . . Angel of Peace (Kel¬ 
ler’s American Hymn). . . . Published by Oliver 
Ditson & Company, Boston. [Two agents. With¬ 
out copyright date or plate number. 3 pages. Oc¬ 
tavo.] 

Title from the cover, the music paged 129-31. At the 
head of page 129: Angel of Peace. Written for the 
National Peace Festival, by Dr. O. W. Holmes. To 
the music of Keller’s American Hymn. 

No. 4144 ' Ditson & Co’s Octavo Choruses. Price 
10 cts Angel of Peace Written for the Na¬ 
tional Peace Festival, by Dr. O. W. Holmes. To 
the Music of Keller’s American Hymn. [No copy¬ 
right date. Without plate number. 4 pages. Oc¬ 
tavo.] 

Page 4: Boston: Oliver Ditson Company. Four 
agents. 

No. 511 The Laurel Octavo Price 7 cents An¬ 
gel of Peace The American Hymn (Speed our 
Republic) S.A.T.B. [In box at left:] Issued also 
for Treble Voices No. 512. [Copyright 1915, by 
C. C, Birchard & Company. Plate number: The 
American Hymn 8. 8 pages. Octavo.] 

The words of both songs are given; Holmes and 
Keller credited. The music is noted as “Arranged by 
Humphrey Mitchell." 

HYMN OF TRUST 

Thou Art Near. Sacred Song. Words By O. W. 
Holmes. Music By A. Plumpton. Published by 
John Church & Co. Cincinnati. Root & Sons 
Music Co. Chicago. [Copyright 1875. Plate num¬ 
ber: 1861-3. 5 pages.] 

Thou Art Near. (Hymn of Trust) Sacred song. 
Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music by Al- 
l>ert J. Holden. Original for contralto in D. 
Transposed for soprano in F. New York, Wm. A. 
Pond & Co., 25 Union St.; Chicago, The Chicago 
Music Co., 162 State St. [Copyright 1883, by Wm. 
A. Pond & Co., deposited May 28. Plate number; 


10894. 7 pages. On page 7: Hounslow, Eng’r. 

N.Y.j 

“To Miss Pauline Lyon, for whom the music was 
especially written.” 

Also “Transposed for Soprano in F.” Deposited 
June 6, 1883. 

Though Long the Weary Way We Tread. Words 
by O. W. Holmes. Arranged and adapted by L. 
Marshall. Boston, Oliver Ditson & Co., 451 
Washington S* [Six agents. Copyright 1885, de¬ 
posited January 26. Plate number: 50838.4. 5 
pages.] 

“To Mrs. E. Humphrey Allen." 

On page i; Arr. and adapted by Leonard Marshall. 

O Love Divine Song Words by Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes Music by J. P. Vance. New York. 
C. H. Ditson & Co. 867 Broadway, [Six agents. 
Copyright 1888, deposited April 9. Plate number: 
52785-3- 5 pages.] 

O Love Divine! Sacred Song for Contralto. Words 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes, Music by Geo. B. 
Nevin. The John Church Company, Cincinnati, 
New York, Chicago. [Copyright 1896. Plate num¬ 
ber; 12014-5-T. 7 pages.] 

“To Miss Emma C. Wilson.” Also for baritone. 

The following is inserted after the second stanza: 
Love divine! Our hope and stay, 

Whate’re [j/cj betide, we fear no ill. 

Love divine naught can dismay, 

For day by day we trust thee still. 

These lines are inserted again after the fourth 
stanza with additional lines: 

Love divine we cannot fear. 

We rest secure, for thou art near. 

Two Sacred Duets by H. H. Allen ... O Love Di¬ 
vine Soprano and Tenor . . . Boston H B 
Stevens Company [One agent. Copyright 1897. 
Plate number: H.B.S. Co. 713. 7 pages.] 

‘To James H. Ricketson." 

Sacred Songs and Duetts by G. W. Marston_ 

oj^^iyin^ Sop. or Ten. .50 Arthur P. 
Schmidt. Boston, 146 Boylston St. Leipzig, New 
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York, 136 Fifth Ave. (Copyright 1900. Plate num¬ 
ber: A.P.S. 5ii3'5- 7 pages.] 

Title from the cover. 

To H. Hymn of Trust. Words by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Music by Mrs, H. H. A. Beach. Op. 13. 
Price 50 With violin ad lib 65 <):. Arthur P. 
Schmidt, Boston, 120 Boylston St. Leipzig, New 
York, 8 West 40^ St. (Copyright 1901. Plate 
number: A.P.S, 5521-5. 7 pages, the 8th page de¬ 
voted to announcements.] 

“O Love Divine.” Sacred duet for soprano and 
alto. Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music 
by Will C. MacFarlane. New York: G. Schirmer. 
(Copyright 1902. Plate number: 15993. 7 pages.] 

Cover design by Edward Edwards. 

Hymn of Trust. Song With Organ or Harmoni¬ 
um Accompt. ad lib. The Words By Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes (By permission of Mess'''! Houghton, 
Mifflin & Cl, Boston, U.S.A.). The Music by 
Frances Allitsen By the same Composer. [Two 
titles.] Copyright. Price .75^. New York: Boosey 

& C2, 9 East 17^ Street. Sole Agents For Enoch & 
Sons, London. [Copyright 1903, by Enoch & Sons. 

Plate number: E. & S. 3035. 7, (2) pages.] 

“Sung by Madame Albani.” N? i in E Flat. 2 
in F. N 9 3 in G. 

At the foot of page 7: Henderson & Spalding, 
Printers, i, 3, & 5 Marylebone Lane, London, W. 

The two extra pages indicated above comprise the 
organ or harmonium accompaniment, paged as pages 
2 and 3, the verso of both pages blank; they have the 
same plate number as the main section. 

George B. Nevin, Vocal Compositions. . , . O 
Love Divine. . . . The John Church Company, 
Cincinnati, Chicago, New York, Lcipsic, Lon¬ 
don. [Copyright 1904. Plate number: 14769-5. 7 
pages.] 

Soprano or tenor; Alto or bass. 

Sacred Songs. Third series. . . . Hammond, Wil¬ 
liam G. O Love Divine.,.. Boston: Oliver Dit- 
son Company. [Two agents. Copyright 1921. 
Plate number: 73646-3. 5 pages.] 


Thou Art Near by Carrie B. Adams Duet for 
Mezzo-Soprano and Tenor 35 Cents. Net Sell¬ 
ing Price (R. in U.S.A.) 70 East 45 St., New 
York. Lorenz Publishing Co., Dayton, Ohio. 218 
So. Wabash Ave. Chicago. Printed in U.S.A. 
[Copyright 1924, deposited October 10. Without 
plate number. 5 pages.] 

"To Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Sutton." 

Aeolian Series of Choral Music Sacred Mixed 
Voices. . . . No 2011. O Love Divine. Daniel 
Protheroe. . . .H. T. FitzSimons Music Pub¬ 
lisher 509 S. Wabash Ave. Chicago, Ill. [Copy¬ 
right 1926, deposited August 24. Plate number: 
2011-3. 5 pages. Octavo.] 

Title from the cover. At the head of page [3]: O 
Love Divine Anthem Oliver Wendell Homes [J/f] 
Daniel Protheroe. 

Price 15 cents Per Copy O Love Divine Hymn- 
Anthem for Mixed Voices Words By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, 1859 Music By Maitland Har- 
vey, 1937 [Quotation from John 3:16] This 
composition ... is available in a Phonograph Rec¬ 
ord_For Sale by Maitland Harvey 1058 Uni¬ 

versity Avenue New York, New York, Birdwell 
Press Inc. 1156 Ogden Ave., New York City. 
[Copyright 1937, deposited August 4. Without 
plate number. 5 pages.] 

I ASKED THREE LITTLE MAIDENS 

See An Impromptu. 

AN IMPROMPTU 

Five Songs, with accompaniments of pianoforte. 

... I asked three little Maidens. Mez.-Sop. or Ten. 

in E_S. N. Penfleld. Oliver Ditson Company, 

Boston, New York, Phila,, London; Chicago, 
Lyon & Healy. (Copyright 1895. Plate number. 

102-58480-3. 5 pages.] 

INCONNUE 

See L’inconnue. 

INTERNATIONAL ODE 

Laurel Octavo. ... No. 900 God Rest Our 

Glorious Land Unison and S.A.T.B. • 

... C. C. Birchard & Co. Boston. (Copyright 1932* 
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deposited April 15. Plate number: 1562. 2 pages. 
Octavo.) 

Title from the cover. At the head of page (2): God 
Rest Our Glorious Land Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Adapted Carl Engel. 

The words comprise a rewritten first stanza and 
the third stanza of Holmes’s “International Ode.” 

God rest our glorious land 
Safe in Thy mighty hand 
For evermore! 

Be Thou our guide and friend, 

Help us our homes defend, 

Let never foe descend 
Upon our shore! 

KATYDID 

See To an Insect. 

KISS MY EYELIDS 

See Fantasia. 


THE LAST LEAF 

The Last Leaf a Ballad. Words by Oliver W. 
Holmes Music By Francis J. S. Darley Phila¬ 
delphia A. Fiot 196 Chesniit {Sic^ 5 * [Copy¬ 
right 1850, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, de¬ 
posited May 13. Plate number: The last leaf. 2 
pages.) 

Engraved music, printed on the inside pages of a 
sheet, folded once, the outer pages blank. The Li¬ 
brary of Congress has a copy. 

Songs and Ballads Composed and Sung 
by D. D. Griswold. . . . 3. The Last of the 

Knickerbockers, (or the Last Leaf). New-York, 
Published by G. B, Demarest 409 Broadway. 
[Copyright 1855, Southern District of New York. 
Without plate number. 3 pages.) 

“Stackpole Sc." 

Songs and Ballads Composed and Sung 
by D. D. Griswold. . . . No. 3. The Last of the 
Knickerbockers, (or the Last Leaf). 25^ nett. 
New York. Published by Cook and Brother, 343 
Broadway. [Copyright 1855, deposited November 

15 - 3 pages.) 

"Stackpole, Sc.” 


Songs and Ballads. Composed and sung by D. D. 
Griswold. . . . No. 4. The Last of the Knicker¬ 
bockers or The Last Leaf. . . . Boston, Oliver Dit- 
son & Co. (Copyright 1857.) 

Sidney Homer Four Songs with Piano Accom¬ 
paniment. . . . The Last Leaf, Poetry by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes.... Low voice (Original). High 
voice (Transposed). G. Schirmer, Inc., New York 
(Copyright 1903. Plate number: 16441. 7 pages, 
with Schirmer’s device on page (8).) 

Title from the cover. On page 3: To Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens. Sidney Homer. Op. 14, i. Origi¬ 
nal key D[j major. Ornamental border on the title- 
page: Edward B. Edwards des. 

THE LAST OF THE KNICKERBOCKERS 

Sec The Last Leaf. 

LEXINGTON 

Battle of Lexington [Vignette depicting the bat 
tie] Poetry by O. W. Holmes, Music by L. Heath. 
.\uthor of “Grave of Bonaparte—Snow Storm— 
Softly, peacefully lay her to rest, &c.” Boston. Pub¬ 
lished by Oliver Ditson & Co. 277 Washington St. 
[Three agents. Copyright 1858, District of Massa¬ 
chusetts, deposited June 28. Plate number: 18917. 

5 pages.) 

l’inconnue 

Four Songs The words by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes The Music by Charles Hoby. i. 
Llnconnue. . , . New York, G. Schirmer, 35 
Union Square.—Augener & 0 > London. [No 
copyright date given. Plate number: 8004. 6 
pages.) 

‘To my Master and friend F. E. Gladstone, Esq. 
Mus. Doc. Cantab. F.C.O. etc.” 

LI?^S BY A CLERK 

The Song of a Clerk Poetry by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Music by A. J. Goodrich. New York. C. 

H. Ditson & Co. 711 Broadway. Boston, O. Dit¬ 
son & Co. [Four agents. Copyright 1871, depositee! 
April 26. Plate number: 26311. 5 pages.) 

Four stanzas. 
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LITTLE AZURE RINGS 

See Stanzas (“Strange that one lightly whispered 
tone”). 

LORD OF ALL BEING 

See A Sun-Day Hymn. 

LOVE AND OYSTERS 

See The Ballad of the Oysterman. 

MAIDENS WHO LAUGHED THRO’ THE VINES 

See Ode for a Social Meeting. 

MEDITATION 

See Stanzas (“Strange that one lighdy whispered 
tone”). 

THE mother’s secret 

Mixed Voices Sacred No. 1508 Arthur P. 
Schmidt’s Octavo Edition Christmas Music 
Fifth Series (List of titlesj John Leshure The 
Choral Host [Two additional titles j The Arthur 
P. Schmidt Co., Boston 120 Boylston St. Made in 
U.S.A. New York 45^ St. [Copyright 1926 by 
John Leshure, assigned 1927 to the Arthur P. 
Schmidt Co. Plate number: A.P.S. 14000-12. 12 
pages.] 

‘To the Rt. Rev, William T. Manning. D.D., 

Bishop of New York.” The first page credits Holmes 
with the words. 

NAUTILUS 

See The Chambered Nautilus. 

never or now 

Now or Never! A Patriotic Song and Chorus 
Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes, Music by 
Richard Culver. Boston. Published by Oliver Dit- 
son & Co. 277 Washington St. [Five agents. With¬ 
out copyright date. Plate number: 21724. 5 pages.] 

Holmes read the poem at the Harvard Phi Beta 
Kappa dinner of 1862. Ditson’s known promptness 
in publishing a likely song leads to the inference that 
this was issued soon after. 

The Celebrated Rallying Song Fill up the Ranks 
boys. By J. P. Webster. Chicago Published by 
H. M. Higgins /// Randolph St. [Copyright 
1862, Northern District of Illinois, deposited Jan¬ 
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uary 21, 1863. Without plate number. 5 pages.] 

On page 3 above the score: Words by Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes. Name of the engraver, Pearson, at the 
foot of page 5. 

This is the poem “Never or Now,” to which a 
chorus is added: 

Rally brave hearts, for the great soul of 
Washington 

Calls on his children our country to save; 
Rally bold hearts, for the spirit of Washington, 
Waits but to lead on to glory the brave. 

NO TIME LIKE THE OLD TIME 

No time like the old time Written by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Music by Ernest Leslie. Song. 
Duet. Boston G. D. Russell & Company 126 
Tremont, Opp. Park St. [Copyright 1865, Dis¬ 
trict of Massachusetts. Plate number: 665. 5 
pages.] 

At the foot of page 5 are the engraver’s initials: 
F. G. 

There’s no time like the old time. Poetry by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Music by Asa, B, Hutchinson, 
Sung by the Hutchinson Family. Boston, Pub¬ 
lished by Oliver Ditson & Co. 277 Washington 
St. [Five agents. Copyright 1866, District of 
Massachusetts, deposited June 8. Plate number: 
23350. 5 pages.] 

No time like the old time Song By S. D. S. 
New-York. Pr. 35^ nett Beer & Schirmer, 701 
Broadway. [Copyright 1866, Southern District 
of New York. Plate number: 601. 5 pages.] 

••Stackpole Scr on cover. “Oakes, Eng’r” at foot of 
page 5. At head of page 2: “No Time Like the Ol 
Time.” Song. Words by O, W. Holmes. Music by 

S. D. S. [Smith.] 

There is no time like the Old time. Song & chorus 
Words by O. W. Holmes Music by R- E. Hen¬ 
nings. Cincinnati. Published by John Church, Jr 
66 West 4th St. (Four agents. Copyright 1867, 
Southern District of Ohio. Plate number: 1036-4. 

5 pages.] 

‘To J. M. Jolley, Esq. Mansfield, Ohio.” 

Four stanzas. 
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Favorite Songs and Ballads. [Portrait of John 
Ford] By John Ford. ... 6. There is no time like 

the old time-Philadelphia, Published by F. A. 

North & Co., 1308 Chestnut St. [Copyright 1877, 
deposited December 28. Plate number: 2079. 5 
pages.] 

Lithographer’s name on cover: Tho^ Hunter, 
Lith. Phil» 

Four stanzas. 

Songs by J. L. Gilbert [List of titlesj 22. No time 
like the old time (in G) Boston While, Smith 
& Company (516 Washington St.) [Copyright 
1878, deposited October i. Plate number; 3335=4. 
5 pages.] 

At the head of page 2: To Geo. H. Munroe Esq. 
Four stanzas. The Harvard copy is stamped "For 
the Press." In later issues, Holmes’s poem is number 
24. 

T. Brigham Bishop’s Last and Best Song The 

Dear Old Times Words by Oliver Wendell 

Holmes Music by T. Brigham Bishop. , . . San 

Francisco; Bancroft, Knight & Co. 733 Market 

Street. [Copyright 1879. Plate number: 53-3. 5 
pages.] 

At foot of title-page: W. B. MacKellar, Music 
Typographer, 518 Clay St. S. F. 

No Time Like the Old Time. My Grandfather’s 
Time. Song and Chorus. Words by Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes. Arranged by A. M. Gretchen, from 
Joseph in Egypt, 1865. San Francisco: Published 
by C. M. P. Company, 582 Clay St., below Mont¬ 
gomery St., opp. Leidesdorff. [Copyright 1879, 

by A. M. Gretchen, Without plate number. 5 
pages.] 

There s no Time Like the Old Time. Song and 

chorus. Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music 

by J. J. Roe. Toledo, Ohio, Published by W. W. 

Whitney, m Summit Street. [Copyright 1882, 

deposited October 12. Plate number: 596-3. 5 
pages.] 

The three pages of music are numbered 113-15. 

Four stanzas. 


No Time Like the Old Time Poetry by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Music by R. Bruce Wilson. 
Published by Permission of Houghton, Mifflin & 
Co. New-York: Harding’s Music Office, 229 
Bowery. And For Sale At All Music Stores. [With¬ 
out copyright date or plate number. 5 pages.] 

NOW OR NEVER 

See Never or Now. 

O LOVT DIVINE 

See Hymn of Trust. 

ODE FOR A SOCIAL MEETING 

Maidens who Laughed thro’ the Vines Words by 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music by Sebastian B. 
Schlesinger New York, C. H. Ditson & Co. 867 
Broadway. [Six agents. Copyright 1885. Plate 
number: 51289.5. 7 pages.] 

Op. 23. "To the Papyrus Club of Boston." Three 
stanzas of the undeleted version. 

Robert Grant wrote to Holmes, September 28, 1885, 
inviting him to the monthly dinner of the Papyrus 
Club at the Revere House "Saturday next," which 
fell on October 3. He writes: "Mr. Sebastien [r/cj 
Schlesinger has written some music for one of your 
songs, which he proposes to dedicate at the Papyrus, 
and he in common with the rest of us is very desirous 
that you will be present.” This letter is in the Library 
of Congress. 

ODE FOR Washington’s birthday* 

Music Relating to George Washington Octavo 
No. 10,314. Ode for Washington’s Birthday Cho¬ 
rus for Mixed Voices. Arr. by N. Clifford Page L. 
van Beethoven .10. . . . Boston: Oliver Ditson 
Company, Inc.: New York. [Two agents. Copy- 
right 1931, deposited December 2. Plate number: 
77130-2. 2 pages. Octavo.] 

Title from the cover. At the head of page [2]: Ode 
for Washington’s Birthday. From the Ninth (Choral) 
Symphony, Op. 125. For chorus of mixed voices. 

* A letter in the V/ilson collection (vol. n, page 
511), dated February 13, 1856, says that the ode "has 
been finished some time and in Mr. Perkins’ hands 
who has composed the music for it and had it re 
hearsed." No sheet music by Perkins has been located. 
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Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-1894). Ludwig van 
Beethoven (1770-1827). 

Four stanzas. 

OLD IRONSIDES 

Old Ironsides By B. G. Wilder Song for Bari¬ 
tone or Bass .60 [Two shipS] Boston Oliver Dit- 
son Company [Two agents. Copyright 1912. Plate 
number: 5-92-69332-4. 5 pages.] 

No. 12, 955 Old Ironsides Burt G. Wilder Ar¬ 
ranged by N. Clifford Page (Part Song for Mixed, 
or School Voices) Music for Schools [List of 
titles] Oliver Ditson Company Boston. (Two 
agents. Copyright 1912, 1916. Plate number 
5-138-71500-7. 8 pages. Octavo.] 

Title from page [2j. Cover title: Music for Schools. 

ONE BREATH OF SONG 

See To the Reverend S. F. Smith, D.D. 

OUR FLAG 

See God Save the Flag. 

OUR YANKEE GIRLS 

Our Yankee Girls! A Song Introducing a Popu¬ 
lar National Melody, Sung with Enthusiastic Ap¬ 
plause at the New National Theatre, New York 
by Mr Plumer. Words from the American Month¬ 
ly Magazine—Music composed by Cha^ M. King. 
New-York, Firth & Hall, i Franklin Square. En¬ 
tered . . . 1836 [September 19] by Firth & Hall. 
. . District Court of the Southern District of N.Y. 
[Without plate number. 7 pages.] 

Three stanzas. 

Our Yankee Girls Words by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Composed and most respectfully dedi¬ 
cated to William B. Billings Esq. by Hermann 
Kotzschmar, Op. 8. 25 ^ nett New York, Pub¬ 
lished by the Author [Copyright 1852, by H. 
Kotzschmar, Southern District of New York, de¬ 
posited June 11. Without plate number. 5 pages.] 

Another issue, in the Harvard College library, has 
the imprint: Portland, Published by J. S. Paine, 113 
Middle St. It has the New York copyright note. 

God bless our Yankee girls Written by Oliver 


Wendell Holmes Composed & Respectfully Ded¬ 
icated to the Ladies of New England by T. Comer. 
—25 ^ net—Boston Published by Oliver Ditson 
115 Washington S^ [Five agents. Copyright 1854, 
District of Massachusetts, deposited July 10. Plate 
number: 7202. 5 pages.] 

On page 3: Music by Thomas Comer. 

Three stanzas. 

THE PARTING WORD 

Four Songs The words by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes The music by Charles Hoby. N° 4. The 
Parting Word. New York, G. Schirmer, 35, Union 
Square. Augener & C° London. [No copyright 
date given. Plate number: 8004.] 

“To my Master and Friend F. E, Gladstone, Esq. 
Mui. Doc. Cantab. F.C.O. etc.*’ 

PHILADELPHIA SANITARY FAIR 

Hymn by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Written ex¬ 
pressly for the Great Central Fair [in Philadel¬ 
phia, June 7, 1864]. 

Printed as a broadside for use on the occasion. See 
page 120. 

RECOLLECTIONS 

See The Hudson. 

THE SONG OF A CLERK 

See Lines by a Clerk. 

SONG WRITTEN FOR . . . CHARLES DICKENS 

See “The Stars Their Early Vigils Keep.” 

STANZAS 

Songs with pianoforte accompaniment by W. 

Franke-Harling. Op. 14-Meditation. High, 

Ab; Med., F. .40 . . . Boston, Mass., The Boston 
Music Company. [Three agents. Copyright 1912 - 
Plate number: B.M.G. 3170* 3 p 2 g ®®-3 
‘To Earle W. Tuckerman, New York.” 

Two stanzas. 

Cecil Cameron. Little Azure Rings. A love-song, 
with words by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Medium 
voice. G. Schirmer, Inc., New York. [Copyng t 
1918. Plate number: 27173.' 5 pages.] 

Two stanzas. 



SHEET-MUSIC EDITIONS 


STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 

See page 519 for an account of the first public ren¬ 
dition of the extra stanza and of the early printings, 
including sheet-music issues. 

THE STARS THEIR EARLY VIGILS KEEP 

The Stars Their Early Vigils Keep. Ballad Writ¬ 
ten and Sung by Dr. Oliver W. Holmes, at the 
dinner given in Boston to Charles Dickens, Esq. 
Feby I, 1842 Published by permission of the 
Author with Symphonies and accompaniments 
by James C. Maeder. Boston, Published by W. H. 
Oakes. [Copyright 1842. District of Massachu¬ 
setts, deposited, by title, February 9. Without 
plate number. 2 pages.] 

From the brief interval between the dinner on 
February i and the date of copyright deposit, Feb¬ 
ruary 9, it is inferred that this piece, with Maeder’s 
accompaniment, must precede the more elaborate 

production, with accompaniment by White, noted 
next below. 

Other copies have the imprint: Boston, published 
by W. H. Oakes. New York: Firth & Hall. This is 
printed on the inside pages of a four-page piece of 
engraved music, the first and fourth pages blank, 
13 ^ io 5 inches in size when folded. 

The Stars Their Early Vigils Keep, Song. As 
Sung at the Complimentary Dinner to Charles 
Dickens Esq. Written by Dr. O. W. Hoi mes. 
adapted to the favourite Scotch Air Gramachree. 
With Symphonies & Accompaniments, by E. L. 
White. E W Bouve Sc. Price 50 cts. nett. Boston. 
Published by Henry Prentiss 33 Court St. [Copy¬ 
right 1842, District of Massachusetts. Plate num¬ 
ber. 225. Cover, with four pages of music.] 

Page 6: Oscar Wood. Eng r 

A record of deposit could not be found in the copy¬ 
right records.* The Boston Post of February 17 ad¬ 
vertises it as ready. 

Title, above, from the caption on the first page of 
r e music. The lithographed cover is without title 
ut has a portrait of Dickens and, below the portrait, 

friend and benefactor of poor 
Oliver,” "Nicholas” and sweet little "Nelly, rsic. 

Published by Henry Prentiss, 35 Court St. 
he whole is enclosed by a frame in gilt and colors. 


Below the frame; Thayer and Co’s Lithography, Bos- 
ton. The second, third, and fourth pages of the cover 
are blank. Size 13^ x loi inches. In some copies the 
portrait is hand-colored. 

SUN AND SHADOW 

Sun and Shadow (Licht und Schatten). Quartette 
(or quartette and chorus), for male voices. Poem 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music by H. B. 
Roney. Detroit, C. J. Whitney & C?, 197 JefTer- 
son Ave. [Copyright 1871, deposited July 27. 
Without plate number. 7 pages.] 

■To my Friends Chas. F. Shaw, B. A. Tyler, J. A. 
Frost, Jas. A. Hudson, East Saginaw, Mich.” 

The words in English and German. The following 
lines are added as chorus: 

Oh! Then let tlie winds toss and the billowy sea 
Let it battle, and tumble and roar 
For the strong mighty arm of the God of the free, 
Will land us all safely on shore. 

A SUN-DAY HYMN 

Lord of All Being. Price 8 cents. (A Sunday 
Hymn.) Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes. G. 
P. Ritter. Arthur P. Schmidt, Boston. [Copyright 
1891. Plate number: A.P.S. 2303-2. 4 pages.] 

The title above heads the first page. 

Octavo Church Music. Two titles. Thomas G. 

Shepard. Lord of all Being.. The 

William Maxw'ell Music C® 8 East Sixteenth 
Street, New York. (Copyright 1902. Plate num¬ 
ber; 524-8. 8 pages. Octavo.] 

Holmes’s name is given on page 2 as "Oliver 
Wondel Holmes.” 

Lord of All Being. Sacred song with pianoforte 
accompaniment. Words by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, music by William E. Beazley. C. W 

Thompson & Co., Boston. (Copyright 1911. Plate 
number* T, & Co* 1626-^^. 5 

‘To my wife/* 

Sun of Our Life. Sacred song for mezzo or bari¬ 
tone. Text by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music by 
Mary Carr Moore. Published by W. A. Quincke & 
Co., Los Angeles, Calif. [Copyright 1927. Plate 
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number: Sun o£ Our Life- 4. 6 pages.] 

“Op. 87, No. 3.” Three stanzas of “A Sun-Day 
Hymn.” 

SUN OF OUR LIFE 

See A Sun-Day Hymn. 

SWEET MARY 

See From a Bachelor’s Private Journal. 

THE TALL YOUNG OYSTERMAN 

See The Ballad of the Oysterman. 

there’s NO TIME LIKE THE OLD TIME 

See No Time Like the Old Time. 

THOU ART NEAR 

See Hymn of Trust. 

THOUGH LONG THE WEARY WAY WE TREAD 

See Hymn of Trust. 

TO A KATYDID 

See To an Insect. 

TO AN INSECT 

Octavo Series (Ladies Voices) 135. Price 

8 cts Katydid. Words by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. Music by G. P. Ritter. Arthur P. 
Schmidt, Boston and Leipzig. [Copyright 1896. 
Plate number: A.P.S. 4067-2. 4 pages.] 

The title above heads the first page. 

To a Katydid Cantata for Children’s Chorus 
Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes Music by 
Carl Busch Price 40 cents Theodore Presser Co. 
1712 Chestnut Street Philadelphia [Copyright 
1929, deposited March 28. Without plate num¬ 
ber. 14 pages. Octavo.] 

TO CANAAN 

To Canaan, or “Where are you going soldiers?” 
For three voices. Composed by Henry K. Oliver. 
Boston, Published by Oliver Ditson & Co., 277 
Washington St. [Five agents. Without copyright 
date. Plate number: 21676-6. 5 pages.] 

Holmes is not named as the author. Listed as a new 
publication in Dwighfs Journal of Music, September 
13, 1862. 


To Canaan! A War Song of the Six Hundred 
Thousand. Music by Ernest Leslie. Author of the 
celebrated Song “Rock Me to Sleep Mother.” 
Boston Published by Russell & Pattee 108 
Tremont St. [Copyright 1862, District of Massa¬ 
chusetts. Plate number: 270. 5 pages.] 

Holmes is not named as the author. 

To Canaan Song & Chorus Song of the Six Hun¬ 
dred Thousand For the Piano. W. Williams. 
W. E. Thayer. Boston. Published Oliver Ditson 
& Co. [Five agents. Plate number: 21731.] 

Holmes is not named as the author. Listed as a new 
publication in Dwight*s Journal of Music, November 
15, 1862. 

To Canaan A Song of the 600,000. Music by 
Eben A. Kelly. Providence. Published by Clapp 
& Cory 106 Westminster St. [Copyright 1862, Dis¬ 
trict of Rhode Island. Plate number: 21682. 5 
pages.] 

Holmes is not named as the author. At the head of 
the title-page: “ This grand and inspiring lyric is one 
of the noblest that the war has called forth from any 
poet.’ Boston Transcript** 

TO THE REVEREND S. F. SMITH, D.D. 

Songs of the New Day For Mixed Voices or Solo 
use Music by Luthera E. Sibley i. One Breath 
of Song Oliver Wendell Holmes [Six additional 
titles] Price Fifty Cents Published by Luthera E. 
Sibley 64 Charlesgate East Back Bay, Boston, 
Mass. [Copyright 1922, by Luthera Sibley. Plate 
number: Songs of New Day 8.] 

The lyric begins ‘Time wrecks the proudest piles 
we raise” and is taken from Holmes’s lines for the 
eightieth birthday of his classmate Samuel Francis 

Smith. 

THE TOADSTOOL 

The Toadstool Song Words By Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes [By permission of Mess™ Geo. Rout- 
ledge & Son] Music by H. Chilver Wilson Copy- 
right MDCccxcviii By J. B. Cramer fit ltd. or 
All Countries. Price 2/= nett. J. B. Cramer & 

LW 207 & 209, Regent Street, London, W. New 
York, Edward Schuberth & C° (Copyright 1898, 


[ 516 ] 



SHEET-MUSIC EDITIONS 


deposited August i8. Plate number: J.B.C. & 
Co.*.11,015. 7 P^g^s.] 

“Dedicated to the Countess of Rosslyn.” 

Three stanzas. 

TOO YOUNG FOR LOVE 

Songs. . . . Too Young for Love —C. Kunkel—- 

Saint Louis, Kunkel Brothers. (Over the music: j 

Too Young for Love. (Zur Lieb’ zu fung.) Words 

by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music by Charles 

Kunkel. [Copyright 1890, deposited December 
22.] 

Text in English and German. On page 3: This 
piece is one of ten that appeared in Kunkcl’s Musi¬ 
cal Review for October, 1890. 

Two Love Songs Composed by Augusto Rotoli 
I. Too Young for Love (Oliver Wendell Holmes) 
• 50 - • • . Published by the Boston Music Com¬ 
pany 28 West St. Boston, Mass. [Copyright 1890, 
by G. Schirmer, Jr. (2), 4 pages.] 

Soprano or Tenor (plate number: B.M.C*? 143); 
Mezzo Sop. or Baritone (plate number: B.M.C*^ 
142); Alto or Bass (plate number: 175). The 

deposit copy in the Library of Congress is for the 
Alto or Bass; the copyright date is altered to 1892, 
and the receipt stamp is for January 6, 1892. 

To Mrs. Albert Winslow Nickerson." 

Number two, the companion piece, has the title 
Too Old for Love." In another issue, in the Library 
nf Congress, Too Young for Love" becomes num¬ 
ber two, number one being “After Sorrow’s Night" 
(deposited for copyright December ig. 1890, but 
stamped also with the receipt date January 18, 1900). 

Too Young for Love” was reissued separately in 
1898. 

Songs by Clara Kathleen Rogers. ... Too Young 
for Love. Op. 30, no. 2. . , . Boston; Arthur P. 
Schmidt. (Copyright 1893, deposited June 14.] 

Enrico Barraja Op 41 No i Too Young for Love 
Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes Original Key 
l^taff] G major Transposed Edition [Staff] E^ 
Major Price 60 cents Carl Fischer Cooper 
Square New York 380-382 Boylston St. Boston 
335'339 S. Wabash Ave. Chicago [Copyright 


1917. Plate number: 19849-4. (2), 5 pages.] 

High Voice (plate number: 19850J. "Dedicated to 
and Sung by Mme. Carolina White." 

UNDER THE VIOLETS 

Four Songs The words by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes The music by Charles Hoby. N*? 2. Un¬ 
der the Violets. New York, G. Schirmer, 35, 
Union Square. Augener & C? London. [No copy¬ 
right date given. Plate number: 8004.] 

“To my Master and Friend F. E. Gladstone, Esq. 
Mus. Doc. Cantab. F. C. O. etc." 

UNION .^ND LIBERTY 

Flag of the Heroes Union & Liberty Words by 
O. W. Holmes, Music by C. E. Kimball. Boston. 
Published by Oliver Ditson & Co. 277 Washing¬ 
ton St. [Five agents. Copyright i86r. District of 
Massachusetts. Plate number: 21382. 5 pages.] 

Listed among the “latest music” in Dwight’s Jour¬ 
nal of Music, January ii, 1862. 

Union and Liberty. A National Song, Words by 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Music by Edgar J. Day. 
Published for the benefit of the New-York Ladies 
Educational Union (334 Sixth Avenue,) For the 
Children of Deceased and Disabled Soldiers. 
(Copyright 1862, Southern District of New York. 
Without plate number. 4 pages.] 

"Stacl(pole Sc." 

2 National Songs, The Flower of Liberty Union 
and Liberty From the Atlantic Monthly. Writ¬ 
ten by Oliver Wendell Holmes, Set to Music by 
O. B. Brown. Boston. Russell & Patee io8 Tre- 
mont St. [Copyright 1862, District of Massachu¬ 
setts. Without plate number.] 

The above from the title-page. At page 3: Union 
and Liberty. Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
Music by O. B. Brown. A copy in the Boston Medi¬ 
cal Library has the plate number 250 on pages 4 and 5. 

Union and Liberty. Respecty dedicated to Gov. 
David Tod, of Ohio. Melody by John Seltzer, ar¬ 
ranged for the piano forte by Edmund Mattoon. 
Columbus, O., Seltzer & Webster; Philadelphia, 
Lee & Walker, 722 Chestnut St. T. Sinclair’s lith! 
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Philad^ [Copyright 1862, Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. Without plate number. 6 pages.] 

Holmes is not mentioned as author of the words. 
The illustrated, lithographed cover (signed in re¬ 
verse: H. Whatley) shows, in color, the figure of 
Liberty, the eagle, and the flag. 

Up with the Banner. Solo and Chorus. (Flagj As 
sung by Perkin’s’ [siC] Union Vocalists. Written 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Composed by H. S. 
Perkins. Chicago, published by H. M. Higgins, 
117 Randolph St. [Copyright 1862, Northern Dis¬ 
trict of Illinois, deposited January 21, 1863. With¬ 
out plate number. 5 pages.] 

“To our brave and gallant union volunteers.” 

The engraver’s name, Pearson, is at the foot of 
page 5 - 

Union and Liberty Solo and Chorus [Crossed 
flagS] Words by Oliver Wendell Holmes, Music 
by Chas. G. Degenhard. Toledo: Published by 
Louis Doebele, 213 Summit St. [Copyright 1863, 
Northern District of Ohio. Plate number: 1473-4. 
6 pages., 

The two copies in the Harvard library are on dif¬ 
ferent kinds of paper. 

N"^ 8595. Oliver Ditson Company’s Secular Selec¬ 
tions, Price .08 cents. Union and Liberty Na¬ 
tional Anthem by Oliver Wendell Holmes Music 
by F. Boott. Oliver Ditson Company Boston 
New York Phila London Chicago, Lyon & 
Healy. [Copyright 1894, deposited November 26. 
Plate number: 91-58096-3. 4 pages. Octavo.] 

Two stanzas. 

Reissued 1902 at page 48 of “Boon’s Album of 
Songs. No. 3.” The Boston Public Library copy reads 
“Sacred” instead of “Secular” on the wrapper. 

Union and Liberty. Soprano Solo and Chorus. 
Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Music by Wal¬ 
ter S. G, Kennedy. Composed for First Grand 
Patriotic Concert by the Worcester Music Festi¬ 
val Chorus, For Benefit of Volunteers* Aid As¬ 
sociation, In Mechanics Hall, Worcester, June 16, 
1898. Price, 10 cents. M. Steinert fie Sons Co., Bos¬ 


ton, [etc.) Press of Charles Hamilton, Worcester, 
Mass. [Copyright 1898, by Charles A. Williams. 
Without plate number. 6 pages. Octavo.] 

“Respectfully dedicated to the President of the 
Worcester County Musical Association, 1898.” The 
American Antiquarian Society has the dedication 
copy. 

Flag of Freedom For Voice and Piano [Armor] 
By C. Whitney Coombs [Staff] Price, 75 cents 
net Harold Flammer Incorporated New York 
City New York [Copyright 1917, by Flammer. 
Plate number: 150, 5 pages.] 

“To Mr. Harold Land, New Yorl(^.“ 

Union and Liberty National Song by Oliver W. 
Holmes. [Without imprint or copyright notice. 
Without plate number. Single sheet.] 

White wove paper, 13& x 91^ inches, slightly 
trimmed. The music is followed by the words print¬ 
ed in two columns; verso blank. The Yale library, 
Aldis collection, has a copy. 

UP WITH THE BANNER 

See Union and Liberty. 

(WASHINGTON, 1856) 

See Ode for Washington’s Birthday. 

WELCOME TO THE NATIONS 
Jubilee Collection of Standard Glees And Chorus¬ 
es. For Mixed Voices.... Welcome to all Nations. 
Keller. 10 .,. Published By Oliver Ditson fit Com¬ 
pany. [Boston. Two agents. Copyright 1876. 
Without plate number, 3 pages. Octavo.] 

Title from the cover, which has also a note of 
warning that words and music of the pieces i^ *hc 
set are copyrighted. At the head of page [ 1 ]’ 
come To The Nations. Written for the 4th of July 
centennial celebration at Philadelphia, by Olivtf 
Wendell Holmes. To The Music Of Keller's Ameri¬ 
can Hymn. 

WHAT FLOWER IS THIS ? 

See TTie Flower of Liberty. 

THE YOUNG OYSTERMAN 

See The Ballad of the Oysterman. 
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Appendix 3 


When our Land is illumined with Liberty’s smile, 

If a foe from within strike a blow at her glory, 

Down, down with the traitor that dares to defile 
The flag of her stars and the page of her story! 

By the millions unchained, when our birthright was gained, 
We will keep her bright blazon forever unstained! 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 
While the land of the free is the home of the brave.* 


editions of Holmes’s collected poems do 
-I- not contain this additional stanza which he 
wrote for our national anthem; it had some cur¬ 
rency in the early years of the Civil War and was 
included in a number of the patriotic songbooks 
of the time. With the data available it has not been 
possible to establish a proved chronology of its 
first printings. The one sure date is that of its first 
public rendering, on April 26, r86i, when it was 
sung by Charlotte Varian, at Chickering Hall, in 
Boston. The Boston Evening Transcript, April 25, 
1861, has the following note: 

We advise all who can spare the time, to go and 
relax the tension of their nerves, tomorrow night, 
in hearing Mrs. Varian sing the “Star-Spangled Ban¬ 
ner. We have been favored with a peep at a new 
stanza, written expressly for this occasion by our 
favorite poet Holmes. . . . The concert takes place at 
Chickering’s rooms, Friday evening, at 8 o’clock. 

The Transcript of April 26 again announces this 
performance, repeating the reference to the extra 
stanza, and on April 27 describes the soloist’s 
“dramatic rendering” of the song. The Transcript 
for May 4 reports a second concert by Mme, 
Varian, on the previous evening, at which she 
again sang the stanza. For this number she ap¬ 
peared on the stage wearing a scarf of stars and 
stripes and a Liberty cap (Dwight's Journal of 
l^usic. May 4, 1861, vol. xix, page 39); the Tran¬ 


script's report of the second concert states that 
Holmes s additional verse “drew out a perfect 
tempest of applause.” f 

Just how, when, and where Holmes’s addi¬ 
tional stanza first appeared in print is not certain; 
possibly it was in sheet-music form. Two Boston 
music publishers, Oliver Ditson & Co. and Rus¬ 
sell 6c Tolman, issued in 1861 sheet-music editions 
of the "Star-Spangled Banner” that included the 
extra stanza by Holmes. TTie evidence seems to 
favor the priority of Ditson’s publication. This is 

• This is the text as it appears in Holmes’s manu¬ 
script in his Civil War Scrapbook (Harvard Holmes 
collection), at pages 102/103. 

+ A handbill in the Harvard Theatre collection an¬ 
nounces that Charlotte Cushman would sing Holmes’s 
new stanza at a benefit concert for war volunteers, to 
be held at the Howard Athena:um, in Boston, Satur¬ 
day evening, April 27, 1861, the day after Mme. 
Varian’s first concert. The handbill announcing the 
proposed performance is the only place as yet noted 
where it is said that Miss Cushman would sing or 
had sung Holmes’s stanza; other announcements and 
reports of her Saturday concert do not mention it. 
Another additional stanza for the national anthem 
had been written by Emma Stebbins, the sculptor, 
who was an intimate friend and, later, the biographer 
of Miss Cushman. Probably it was Miss Stebbins’ 
stanza and not the one by Holmes that Miss Cush¬ 
man sang that Saturday evening, for it is unlikely 
that so well known a singer should copy a rival's 
performance of the previous evening. 
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inferred chiefly because the Ditson issue has the in¬ 
correct wording of the fifth line, “who our birth¬ 
right have gained,” while the Russell & Tolman 
issues have the established wording, “when our 
birthright was gained.” The Boston Evening 
Transcript of April 29, i86i, printed the correct 
text, including the words “when our birthright 
was gained,” explaining (as the reason for print¬ 
ing them) that the stanza had previously been 
inaccurately printed.* Except the sheet-music edi¬ 
tions and that of the Transcript, no printing of the 
extra stanza has been seen by the present writer 
earlier than Dwighfs Journal of Music, published 
by the Ditson company, where it appears careless¬ 
ly in its issue of May 4 and correctly a week later; 
both issues have the Transcript text of the fifth 
line. It is probable that the Transcript, in its ref¬ 
erence to an inaccurate printing of the line, im¬ 
plied the Ditson sheet-music issue; if so, this 
would place this Ditson issue between April 26, 
when it was sung by Mme. Varian, and April 29, 
when the Transcript printed the corrected text. 

Russell & Tolman then (the inference made be¬ 
cause of their having the correct text) would seem 
to have issued their edition after April 29, or pos¬ 
sibly after May ii, for it is to be noted that their 
text has, in its first line, the word with, as printed 
in Dwight's Journal of Music of May ii, in place 
of by, as in the Transcript of April 29. 

The very evident signs of haste in the prepara¬ 
tion of the Ditson earliest issue form another arg¬ 
ument for its priority over the Russell & Tolman 
issue. The awkward crowding of the extra stanza 
between the lines suggests that it was added to a 
plate already prepared, or already in use, for the 
anthem without the stanza. And the obviously 
incorrect repetition of the word glory at the end 
of the fourth line is a careless error. The Russell & 
Tolman issue, on the other hand, is a much more 
carefully prepared product; not only does it have 
the correct text, but it inserts the extra stanza 
decently after the other stanzas not included with¬ 
in the bars of music. 

There are five points at which variants occur in 
different printings: (i) in the first line, with for 


by;\ (2) in the third line, who for that\ (3) in the 
fourth, the obviously incorrect glory for story; (4) 
in the fifth line, the phrase “who our birthright 
have gained” for “when our birthright was 
gained”; (5) in the last line, “0*er the land of 
the free and ” for “While the land of the free is.” 

On the Fourth of July, 1861, the city of Boston 
held its customary patriotic exercises, and the pro¬ 
gram for the occasion, described at page 104, 
prints the “Star-Spangled Banner” with Holmes's 
additional stanza, and also his “Army Hymn.” 
On this occasion the singing was performed by a 
choir of pupils selected from the grammar schools. 
A small pamphlet containing the songs was print¬ 
ed (see page 564), presumably before the pro¬ 
gram was run off; this pamphlet is of exceptional 
interest, for it prints a second additional stanza, 
crediting it also to Holmes. It has not been noted 
elsewhere in print and is now here reprinted: 

There's a world-renowned banner that’s floating on 
high, 

Whose wide spreading folds are illumined in story— 
Whose stars, like the bright glittering gems of the sky, 
Gleam brighdy, reflected unfading in glory. 

And beneath it shall be, from the lips of the free. 

Far echoed the song of our sweet Liberty, 

And a pledge that the star-spangled banner shall 
wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

The stanza written by Miss Stebbins will be 
found in some of the songbooks of the time. To 
avoid future confusion with the two stanzas by 
Holmes it is included here: 

When treason’s dark cloud hovers black o cr the land. 
And traitors conspire to sully her glory, 

When that banner is torn by a fratricide band. 

Whose bright, starry folds shine illumined in story, 
United we stand for the dear native land. 

To the Union we pledge every heart, every hand! 

And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall 

wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

• It is quite probable that Holmes was disturbed at 
the early inaccurate printing and asked the Transcript 
to give the correct text. 

+ Mr. Currier apparently did not see the manuscr.pt 
version, which has with not by. 
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STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 


(A curious object in the Boston Public Library 
perhaps deserves a note. In a scrapbook of Civil 
War mementos—programs, patriotic envelopes, 
etc.—compiled by Abram Cutter, there is a rough¬ 
ly cut slip of paper, 2j\ x 4J inches, printed on 
one side only, headed: | Additional Verse, | To The 
Star-Spangled Banner | . The text is the wrong 
one, with the error glory in the fourth line and 
the reading “who our birthright have gain’d.*’ 
With it is a letter to Cutter, dated May 24, 1861, 
from W. Menzies—evidently the collector Wil¬ 
liam Menzies—of New York, acknowledging Mr. 
Cutter’s “esteemed favor’’ of May 16 and May 
22, the last “concerning the Star Spangled Ban¬ 
ner.” The writer continues: “The Star Spangled 
Banner is peculiarly acceptable, especially so as 
respects the additional verse, as I am carefully 
preserving a gathering of such things.” The col¬ 
lector did not give his scrapbook—he obviously 
kept one like Mr. Cutter’s—to either the New- 
York Historical Society or the New York Public 
Library; nor is any such collection listed in the 
Menzies sale catalogue, prepared by Joseph Sabin. 
His letter and Mr. Cutter’s relic indicate, however, 
the existence of some kind of separate printing of 
the stanza before May 22.—Ed.) 

Muller’s meticulous description of successive is¬ 
sues of sheet-music editions of the “Star-Spangled 
Banner” with Holmes’s additional stanza (The 
Star-Spangled Banner, by Joseph Muller, 1935, 
pages 186-201) is already out of date, and there¬ 
fore a new record of the points that will identify 
these issues is here presented. The description of 
these issues is complicated by the necessity of in¬ 
dicating (i) the different designs used for the 
covers, (2) alterations in a lithograph cover of 
given design, and (3) differences in the engraved 
plates containing the score and the words. The 
letters A, B, C, D are here used to distinguish the 
different types of cover, with superior numbers to 
show the several issues of covers of any one type. 
It is scarcely necessary to mention the fact that the 
same cover is frequently used for different songs 
with the titles listed on the cover, the song en¬ 
closed being checked or underscored. 


The main characteristics of the covers used for 
the “Star-Spangled Banner” are noted herewith: 

A. Ditson. Lithographed cover by J. H. Bufford, 
Boston. Reproduced by Muller, page 188. Crossed 
flags, United States and France. The initials N and 
M in “National Music” have curly tails. The color¬ 
ing of these initials is a body of blue surrounded by 
a frame of red. The number of stars on the blue field 
should be noted. 

B. Ditson. Printed cover from line cuts and tvpe, 
with colors printed separately. The inartistic letter¬ 
ing of the heading “National Music” is easily identi¬ 
fied; each letter is half red and half blue, the red 
above and blue below alternating with blue above 
and red below. 

C. Russell & Tohnan. Lithographed cover by L. 
Prang & Co., Boston. Reproduced by Muller, page 
194. Four flags: those of the United States and France 
showing entire and those of Great Britain and Italy 
partially concealed. 

D. Russell & Tolman (or Henry Tolman & Co.). 
Printed cover from line cut and type. Reproduced bv 
Muller, page 200. Single flag with Liberty cap on the 
staff. 

The following is a key to the variant readings 
of the text of Holmes’s additional verse: 

Line i: K illumin’d with 
B illumin’d by 
C illumined with 
D illumined by 

Line 3: M traitor that 
N traitor who 

Line 4: E her glory 
F her story 

Line 5: G who our birthright have gained 
H when our birthright was gained 

Line 8: K O’er the land . . . and the home 
L While the land ... is the home 

A 2 Ditson. Cover of type A. (See illustration op¬ 
posite.) The flag has six horizontal lines of five stars 
each, some partially concealed by the tassel, and two 
additional stars just emerging from the fold at the 
left of the two lower lines. Thirty-two stars in all 
counting those concealed. The songs listed on the 
cover are: 


[ 521 ] 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


Star Spangled Banner, Song Marseilles Hymn, Vocal 
Star Spangled Banner, Quartette Marseilles Hymn, 

Instrumental 

Hail Columbia. 

Yankee Doodle. 

Our Flag Is There. 


The first four items are in blue; the last three, in 
red. The whole imprint is in lithograph, and the 
punctuation marks are sometimes blurred. The li¬ 
thographer’s name is on a line with “Yankee Doodle.” 

No copy of the “Star-Spangled Banner” with 
Holmes’s stanza has been seen in this cover. It is 
seen with plate no. 8612 for the score and words with 
the author’s name spelled “Keys” and five explana¬ 
tory lines engraved at the head of page 3. (Mrs. de 
Windt.) 

Ditson. Cover of type A. The flag has the six 
lines of stars, but the two stars at the lower left have 
been removed and a line of four stars has been added 
above the original six. Thirty-four stars in all, count¬ 
ing those concealed by the tassel. The list of titles is 
the same. 


Plate no. 19950 for score and words, with Holmes’s 
additional stanza inserted above the staves. The five- 
line note on page 3 is replaced by the heading: | The 
Star Spangled Banner. | Song & Chorus. | With an 
additional verse (5^*^) by Dr. O. W. Holmes. | . The 
text is AMEGL, the word glory is the fourth word of 
the second line on page 4. (Mrs. de Windt and Brown 
University.) 

A® Ditson. Cover of type A. Muller 49, reproduced 
page 188. The flag is as in A®. The list of songs is as 
follows: 


Vocal 

Star Spangled Banner. 
Marseilles Hymn. 

Hail Columbia. 

Yankee Doodle. 

America. 

Our Flag 


Instrumental 
Star Spangled Banner. 
Marseilles Hymn. 

Hail Columbia. 
Yankee Doodle. 
America. 

Is There. 


“Our Flag Is There” is in red, all the rest is in blue. 
The new title “America” has partly obscured the 
name of the lithographer. 

Plate 19950. Text AMEGL. (Library of Congress.) 

A® Ditson. Cover of type A. Muller 49a. The flag 
is as in A®. The list of titles is the same as A®. The 


headings as well as the last tide are in red, the rest 
is in blue. The lithographer’s name has been moved 
so that it is no longer obscured; it is now on a line 
with the last title. There are three blue vertical lines 
between the two columns of titles. 

Plate 19950. Text AMFGL. The error glory has been 
corrected to story. (Mrs. de Windt and Mr. Driscoll.) 

A^ Ditson. Cover of type A. Like A® except that 
there are no vertical lines between the columns of 
titles (Mrs. de Windt and Mr. Driscoll). Also with 
fragmentary vertical lines, only two visible (Mr. 
Driscoll). (See illustration facing page 520.) 

B^ Ditson. Cover of type B. Muller 49b. The cover 
is not lithographed (contrary to Muller’s statement, 
page 193). It is printed from line cut and type, with 
blue and red plates. The flag has thirty stars. The list 
of titles is the same as A®. 

Plate 19950. Corrected text AMFGL. (Mrs. dc 
Windt.) 

B® Ditson. Cover of type B. (Between Muller 49b 
and 49c.) The Philadelphia agent is now J. E. Gould 
& Co. instead of Beck & Lawton as in earlier issues. 
The list of titles is as follows: 

Vocal 

Star Spangled Banner. Star Spangled Banner . . . Oesten. 
Marseilles Hymn. Star Spangled Banner . . . Beyer. 


Hail Columbia. Hail Columbia.Oesten. 

Yankee Doodle. Hail Columbia.Beyer. 

America. Yankee Doodle.Oesten. 

Our Flag Is There. Yankee Doodle.Beyer. 

Rally For the Banner. Marseilles Hymn.Beyer. 

America.Beyer. 


Plate 19950. Text AMFGL. (Mrs. de Windt.) 

Ditson. Cover of type B. Muller 49c. The im¬ 
print gives a new list of agents; the only one retained 
is John Church, Jr., of Cincinnati. The list of titles is 
as in B® with an additional title at the foot of the first 
column: “Bear On To Victory.” 

Plate 19950. Text AMFGL. (Mrs. de Windt and Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library.) 

(Later issues of type B have the imprint “Oliver Dit¬ 
son Company” and a type-printed heading: Nationa 
Music. Mrs, de Windt.) 

C Russell & Tolman. Cover of type C. Muller 50, 
reproduced page 194. Lithographed by Prang. Four 
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crossed flags as described above. The imprint is: 
Boston, Published by Russell & Tolman, 291 Wash¬ 
ington St. 

Plate 3363. Text CMFHL, the fifth line having the 
correct wording: “when our birthright was gained.” 
Holmes’s stanza is printed after the others on page 5. 
(Mr. Driscoll.) 

Russell & Tolman. Cover of type D. Muller 
50a, reproduced page 200. The imprint as in C, with 
three agents listed. The list of songs has 22 titles. 


Plate 3363. Text CMFHL. (Mrs. dc Windt.) 

Henry Tolman & Co. Cover of type D. Muller 
50b. The imprint is: Boston, Published by Henry Tol- 
man & Co., 291 Washington St. (Russell left the firm 
in 1861 and Tolman continued alone at the same ad¬ 
dress—Muller, page 186.) The list of songs (22) is 
the same as in D^. 

Plate 3363. Text CMFHL. (Harvard library.) 

Muller, page 201, states that a “renewal edition” 
was issued in 1889. 
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Appendix 4 


T he letters here printed from Holmes to 
George William Curtis, now preserved in 
the Harvard library, show that Holmes submitted 
three songs as candidates for a prize of five hun¬ 
dred dollars to be awarded to the writer of the 
best national anthem by a committee selected to 
judge the contest. The three songs by Holmes were 
“Union and Liberty,” “The Flower of Liberty,” 
and “Freedom, Our Queen.” All three of these 
songs will be found in the editions of Holmes’s 
poems and in sheet-music printings (see Ap¬ 
pendix 2). 

Boston May 19th, 1861. 

My dear Mr. Curtis, 

I have not made up my mind whether to bid for the 
sealed proposals or not To write a lyric is to throw 
the sponge —you remember the story of the ancient 
painter. I tear a slip of verses out of my mind as one 
tears a check from his check-book—the golden scis¬ 
sors cannot counterfeit the rough-edged line where 
it comes away. Possibly they may nick the edge for 
somebody or other, and then the chain-lightning zig¬ 
zag of the true lyric fracture may follow if it will. It 
is not very likely that I should be the somebody—I 
would always bet on the field against even the first 
favorite in such matters. 

I had taken down Mr. BootPs music and been feel¬ 
ing out its capabilities with my violin as well as I 
could—which was not very well—and was thinking 
this morning who would play it to me so that I 
should see what could be done with it. I will get 
some music paper this morning, copy it off and send 
you the original. I once wrote a poem called “Lexing¬ 
ton” to the measure of “Hail to the Chief’—but I 
have my doubts whether it is quite simple enough 
for a national air.— 

I thank you and the Committee for the kind hint 
that I should try my chance, and without promising 
myself that pleasing excitement I shall keep the trap¬ 
door of my cage open for a week or two, and if a fire- 


hang-bird happens to fly in, catch him and ticket him 
to the Committee. 

Very truly yours 

O W Holmes 
Boston May 28th 1861. 

My dear Mr. Curtis, 

I very much doubt the availableness of the measure 
of “Hail to the Chief.” I do not think I shall try it 
but I may take a fancy to do so. Let me not stand in 
the way of anybody else—there is no reason why a 
dozen should not write words to the same tune. 

I suspect the other music would serve my turn 
better if 1 should be disposed to write—but I have 
not really tried it yet. 

It is very doubtful whether in case I amuse my¬ 
self with writing a song or two I shall think any one 
of them good enough to be sent to the Committee. 
It is so much a matter of luck! I cannot tell, however, 
until near the time—I always want a little pressure. 

Once more, let me not stand in anybody’s way 
about Mr. Boott’s music—that would not be fair 
after making him wait so long. 

Believe me my dear Mr Curtis 

Very truly yours 

O W Holmes 

Boston. Aug. loth, 1861. 

My dear Mr. Curtis 

I was one of the “noble (twelve) hundred”, who 
sent contributions for your Committee. I wrote 
some words for Mr. Boott’s music called Union an 
Liberty”. I also sent two other copies of verses one 
called ‘The Flower of Liberty”, the other “Freedom 

our Queen”. 

I had copies of these printed which I suppose we 

distributed to the Committee,* 

-I suppose these will all be destroyed without open- 

ing the envelope containing the names. The , 

tec will not of course print any of them, as they 

• None of these private printings has been located. 
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not give out the premium. But in case these copies are 
not destroyed, which is the proper disposition to be 
made of them, I should like to have them returned at 
my own expense at some future time, when conven¬ 
ient. I am sorry Boott’s music did not in somebody’s 
hands prove successful, although I have never heard 
it so played as to give the effect intended, and cannot 
therefore judge of its merits. 

Faithfully yours 

O. W. Holmes. 

I need hardly say that this note is “personel” as the 
Herald says—or private. 

Boston Aug. 15th 1861. 

My dear Mr. Curtis 

1 have decided not to have my verses published in 
the proposed collection. I shall write to the same 
effect to Mr. White who has requested me to consent 
to their publication. 

I am not very sensitive, but on the whole as the 

% 

prize was not awarded I don’t much care about 
parading a poem or two which may do well enough 
elsewhere, but would necessarily be snubbed if print¬ 
ed in a volume of failures. 

Thanking you for your kind interest I am always 

Faithfully yours 

p 5 O W Holmes 

I question whether it is exactly the thing for the 
Committee to publish any of the poems, not having 
awarded the premium offered. 

The pages of Dwight’s Journal of Music throw 


more light on this contest. The first reference to 
a possible new national song is in the issue for 
January 26, 1861 (vol. xviii, page 351), in a re¬ 
port of a meeting of the Harvard Musical Associa¬ 
tion, the preceding Monday evening, at which the 
hope was expressed for a new song and the sug¬ 
gestion made that with ten (at least) poets among 
its members the Association might well do some¬ 
thing. On June 21 (vol. xix, page loi), a com¬ 
mittee reported that the time for the reception of 
manuscripts had expired and that already over 
1,150 songs had been submitted. On August 10 
(vol. XIX, page 149), the committee reported the 
plan of having several of the songs submitted sung 
in public in New York, in order to try them out. 
Then on August 24 (vol. xix, page 166) appeared 
the final report of the committee deciding that 
while many of the songs submitted had “a de¬ 
gree of poetic excellence ... no one is suitable for 
a National Hymn.” The committee made the 
suggestion that the best of the songs received 
should be published in book form at the risk of 
the publishers, “the publication, if profitable, 
inuring to the benefit of a patriotic fund.” Richard 
Grant White, one of the committee appointed to 
judge the contest, in his National Hymns, 1861, 
tells the story of this undertaking, printing (page 
65) the conditions of the competition, with the 
names of the committee, and (page 79) the com¬ 
mittee’s final report. 
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Appendix 5 


I N October 1836, Emerson recommended 
Holmes as a possible lecturer (letter to John 
Owen, October 6, Rusk, vol, ii, page 39), but 
there is no evidence that Holmes appeared on the 
lyceum platform during the 1836/37 season. His 
first recorded appearance is on December 7, 1837, 
before the Boston Lyceum; his subject is not 
named. On December 19 he spoke at the War¬ 
ren Street Chapel on the subject “English Versifi¬ 
cation,** forecasting the topic that was to provide 
his most notable appearance as lecturer, sixteen 
years later, when in 1853 he delivered twelve 
Lowell Institute lectures on the English poets of 
the century. From 1837 to 1850, he lectured 
sporadically in Boston and its neighboring towns. 
From 1850 to 1856, he was one of the regular 
performers on the lyceum platforms of New Eng¬ 
land and New York, traveling in 1855 as far 
afield as Cincinnati, Ohio, and Louisville, Ken¬ 
tucky, After 1856, he committed himself to fewer 
and fewer engagements until the war evoked 
three subjects: “The Weaning of Young Ameri¬ 
ca’* 1863, “New England’s Master-Key” 1864, and 
“Poetry of the War” 1865. In 1872, he was per¬ 
suaded to speak in a series of literary lectures for 
women only; his subject was again “English Ver¬ 
sification,” in which he developed the ideas that 
he published in 1875 as “The Physiology of Ver¬ 
sification.” 

The following tabulation of his lectures in¬ 
cludes those that were expressly written for ly¬ 
ceum audiences; professional addresses, such as 
“Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence” and his Introductory Lectures for the Har¬ 
vard Medical School, are not included.* For the 
individual poems with which many of these lec¬ 
tures closed, see Part II. The twelve Lowell Insti¬ 
tute lectures of 1853 are listed separately at 


page 534. A chronological list is at page 533. 

The Americanized European. Prepared for the 
1854/55 season. Two lectures delivered at the 
Cambridge Lyceum, November i and 8, 1854, 
reported in the Cambridge Chronicle of Novem¬ 
ber 4 and II. The Cambridge Chronicle of Octo¬ 
ber 28, 1854, announcing the lectures, speaks of 
them as having “never before been delivered.” 

The first lecture discussed physical influences 
in New England as they affected the descendants 
of the first settlers; the second lecture dealt with 
the social and intellectual influences. An anno¬ 
tated Almanac in the Harvard Holmes collection 
indicates that the first lecture on this topic was 
given 51 times in the season 1854/55 and 4 
times in the fall of 1855. He used this lec¬ 
ture also in Cincinnati on September 5, when he 
obligingly gave an extra lecture on short notice. 
For his Ohio audience, he changed the title to 
“The Physical Life of New England,” reported 
in the Cincinnati Gazette, September 7. The Cin¬ 
cinnati report is the only one found that mentions 
a poem, quoting two stanzas (see Part II, page 
399). Since the verses refer to the Crimean War 
and specifically to the siege of Sebastopol, they 
may have been included in the original version of 
the lecture. They are not, however, in the manu¬ 
script (bound volume of miscellaneous manu¬ 
scripts, Harvard Holmes collection, page 13). 

The second of the two lectures was apparently 
given only once; the Almanac record of lecture 
engagements numbers the lectures for the first 
four entries and then abandons the numbering, 

• He seems to have used “Poetry; A Metrical Es¬ 
say” and “At Dartmouth” (sec Part II) for more w- 
casions than the ones for which they were intended 
possibly for lyceum audiences. They arc not listed 

here. 
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suggesting that the second lecture was dropped, 
an inference supported by an allusion in the Mer- 
cantile Library Reporter, Boston, December 1854 
(voL I, page 32). 

There is no connection, except in the general 
subject, between these lectures and the essay with 
the same title in The Atlantic Monthly for Janu¬ 
ary 1875. 

Astrology and Alchemy. The first of three lec¬ 
tures prepared and given for the Boston Society 
for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, on the 
general subject of “Scientific Mysticism,” q.v., 
advertised by Holmes, as recording secretary of 
the Society, in the Boston Evening Transcript 
from October 6 to November 5, 1841. At the time 
of delivery the general designation was dropped 
and each lecture was noticed under its own title: 
“Astrology and Alchemy,” “Medical Delusions 
of the Past,” and “Homceopathy.” The first of the 
three was delivered February 2, 1842. No news¬ 
paper report has been located; the manuscript is 
in the bound volume of miscellaneous manu¬ 
scripts, page 77 (Harvard Holmes collection). 
Excerpts from it are used in Homceopathy and 
Us Kindred Delusions (see page 32), which 
prints the other two lectures. 

The Audience. Prepared for the 1852/53 sea¬ 
son. Delivered first in Newburyport according to 
Holmes’s list of lectures (bound volume of mis¬ 
cellaneous manuscripts, pages 1055-57, Harvard 
Holmes collection). Given before the Boston Mer¬ 
cantile Library Association, February 23, 1853, 
as noted on page 10 of the Thirty-third Annual 
Report of the Association, season of 1852/53. No 
Boston report of the lecture has been located, but 
it was given before the Brooklyn Institute on De¬ 
cember I, 1853, poorly reported the next day in 
the New Herald, and before the Cambridge 
Athenaeum, December 6, 1853, reported in detail 
in the Cambridge Chronicle of December 10. 

On December i, 1854, the lecture was given in 
Albany; and Holmes’s introductory remarks on 
that occasion, which referred to his mother’s Al¬ 
bany ancestry, were reported at length the follow¬ 


ing day in the Albany Journal, together with the 
verses he read at the close of the lecture, now in¬ 
cluded in the editions of his poems with the title 
“The Hudson.” 

The manuscript list cited above shows that this 
lecture was given ii times in the 1852/53 sea¬ 
son and 48 times in 1853/54. The Almanac list 
notes 5 deliveries in 1854/55 i in 1855/56 
(Holmes’s record for this season is incomplete and 
the Almanac entries do not always name the 
lecture). 

The Chief End op Man. Prepared for the 
1858/59 season. The earliest delivery of this lec¬ 
ture noted was before the Mishawum Literary As¬ 
sociation of Charlestown, Massachusetts, Novem¬ 
ber 16, 1858. A brief report in the Bunker-Hill 
Aurora, Charlestown, November 20, remarks that 
the lecture was “able and scholarly” but “too ela¬ 
borate and metaphysical for a popular audience”; 
the report goes on to say that “the lecture is newly 
written, and he (the lecturer] did not appear to be 
very familiar with it.” This lack of familiarity 
may be explained by the Charlestown City Ad¬ 
vertiser, November 17, which reports that the 
November 15 lecture was to have been given by 
the Rev. E. H. Chapin, whose illness prevented 
his appearance, and that Holmes had been unex¬ 
pectedly called in to fill his place. 

In this lecture Holmes told the story that forms 
the subject of his poem “Avis” and read the poem 
at the close of the lecture, a few days in advance 
of its appearance for the first time in print in The 
Atlantic Monthly for December 1858. 

The lecture, as given before the Irving Literary 
Association, Cambridge, December 2, 1858, was 
reported in the Cambridge Chronicle of Decem¬ 
ber 4; and, as given before the Young Men’s Chris¬ 
tian Union, New York, at Clinton Hall, Decem¬ 
ber 22, 1858, in the next day’s New Yor\ Times. 

A heated local controversy, occasioned by this 
lecture, is related in Henry Smith Chapman’s 
History of Winchester, Massachusetts. 1936, pages 
179, 180. The Boston Congregationalist had de¬ 
clared that Holmes was advertised to give that 
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particular lecture before the Winchester Literary 
Association, and that a delegation from the As¬ 
sociation had visited him asking him not to give 
that particular lecture. Holmes is reported to have 
said, “It will be that or nothing.” The response 
was, “Then it will be nothing.” The Literary As¬ 
sociation denied this report, and in fact Holmes 
gave the lecture on December 5, 1859, giving rise 
to a warm newspaper discussion made warmer 
because the town had only recently been experi¬ 
encing its share in the great revival of 1858. The 
lecture was a Unitarian’s comment on the West¬ 
minster Catechism and not likely to be popular 
with orthodox listeners. 

Holmes was not, however, disposed to make 
any lecture engagements for this season and, as 
letters show, was even backing out of some com¬ 
mitments. The small black notebook in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection records (page 108) the 
number of lectures for 1858/59 as 15, of which 
II have been noted in newspapers and lyceum 
records, all but one given in December 1858. Of 
the II engagements, 10 were for this lecture. 

Cities, Possibly prepared for the 1838/39 sea¬ 
son. The manuscript notebook “Index-Memoran¬ 
da” (Harvard library) lists this lecture as for the 
Boston Lyceum. It is the fifth title in a list of 
seven, of which the earliest is “English Versifica¬ 
tion,” 1837, and the latest, “Medicine, Past and 
Present,” 1848. The only other record of this lec¬ 
ture is a note of two anecdotes “From my old Lec¬ 
ture on Cities” in the small black notebook, page 
109. 

Critics and Criticism. Title used 1855/56 for 
“Literary Tribunals,” 1854/55, q.v. 

English Poets op the Nineteenth Century. 
This was a course of twelve lectures prepared and 
given for the Lowell Institute, Boston, in March 
and April 1853. A detailed account of the course, 
with bibliographical references, is at page 534. 

English Versification. Prepared for the 
1837/38 season. This lecture was given at the 
Warren Street Chapel, Boston, December 19,1837, 


and announced in the Boston Evening Transcript 
of the same date; it was also announced for the Bos¬ 
ton Lyceum, December 6, 1838, in the Transcript 
of that date. It is listed among seven tides in the 
notebook “Index-Memoranda.” The small black 
notebook, listing the “Number of lectures in dif¬ 
ferent years” (page 108), records 8 for 1838, cer¬ 
tainly all of this lecture, which may safely be as¬ 
sumed to be his first. It was given also in Balti¬ 
more, December 28, 1841. No report has been lo¬ 
cated. 

English Versification. Prepared for one de¬ 
livery, October 26, 1872. It was one of a series of 
free lectures, for women only, on literary subjects 
given by various authors. Holmes’s lecture formed 
the basis of his essay on “The Physiology of Versi¬ 
fication,” q.v., Part III. 

The Heart’s Own Secret, Prepared for the 
1855/56 season. Long composite poem, first read 
before the Mercantile Library Association, Bos¬ 
ton, November 14, 1855. Privately printed, see 
Part I, page 63. Ten deliveries have been noted 
(Almanac record and newspapers). Others sched¬ 
uled between November 28 and December 15 
were canceled because of illness. Holmes used the 
poem again in 1858, reading it for the Rutgers 
Female Institute on December 21 {NeW'Yor\ 
Tribune, December 22,1858). 

The History of Medicine. Prepared for the 
1848/49 season, possibly earlier. This lecture was 
delivered before the Mercantile Library Associa¬ 
tion, Boston, December 6, 1848, as noted in the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Report oi the Association, 
for the season 1848/49, page 6; the Boston Post 
reported it on December 9, giving it the title 
“Medicine in all its forms and varieties, fanciful 
and true.” It was repeated before the same Asso¬ 
ciation on February 25, 1852 {Boston Evening 
Transcript, February 25), on which occasion 
Holmes recalled the fact that he had delivered the 
same lecture four years ago in the same hall {Bos- 
ton Journal, February 26,1852). It is possible t^t 
he had used the same or a similar lecture even 
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fore 1848; he had touched on the subject when 
speaking of “Medical Delusions of the Past’* be- 
for the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowl¬ 
edge on February 9, 1842, and an early use of the 
subject is implied in the notebook “Index-Mem¬ 
oranda” which lists first among seven titles: “His¬ 
tory of Medicine (for some Lyceum, probably de¬ 
livered but once).” No. 7 in the list is “Medicine 
Past and Present,” an entry followed by a list of 
twenty-four places at which it was delivered; of 
the twenty-four places, the first named is Provi¬ 
dence, and the second, the Boston Mercantile Li¬ 
brary Association. The list is clearly for the 
1848/49 season, for it does not duplicate the 
1851/52 list in the bound volume of manuscripts 
except for the Boston Mercantile Library Associa¬ 
tion and Manchester, New Hampshire, and it in¬ 
cludes Lawrence; Holmes’s delivery of the lec¬ 
ture in Lawrence, December 20, 1848, before the 
Franklin Library Association is twice noticed in 
the Laicrence Courier of December 23. 

During the 1851/52 season, the lecture was 
given 8 times; it was given once in 1853/54 and 
once in 1854/55. Holmes evidently used it also 
in the 1849/50 season when he had no new lec¬ 
ture and lectured rarely (the small black note¬ 
book records 3 for 1850). The subject was not 
his most popular. 

On December 12, 1850, Holmes wrote to Mel- 
len Chamberlain (letter in the Boston Public Li¬ 
brary) that he would lecture on Wednesday, the 
eighteenth, on “Medical Science as it is and has 
been.” He says of the subject, “I do not generally 
announce it beforehand as it does not sound so 
brilliantly as some of the others.” 

Homceopathy. The third of three lectures pre¬ 
pared and given for the Boston Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge on the general 
topic “Scientific Mysticism”; it was delivered Feb¬ 
ruary 16,1842. This was included in the pamphlet 
Homoedpathy and Its Kindred Delusions, 1842 
(see page 32). 


ture noted is that of February 19, 1852, before the 
Boston Mercantile Library Association, reported 
the next morning in the Boston Journal. 

Reports of this popular lecture have been lo¬ 
cated in the Portland (Maincj Transcript of 
March 27, 1852, as given at the Portland Lyceum; 
in the Neiv Yorl(^ Herald of October 29, 1852, at 
the Broadway Tabernacle on the twenty-seventh; 
and in the Cambridge Chronicle of December 18, 
1852, before the Cambridge Athenarum on the 
fourteenth. Giving* it at Albany, New York, No¬ 
vember 24, 1854, Holmes opened with an ac¬ 
count of his Wendell forebears, formerly settled 
in that region, which was reported in the Albany 
journal of the twenty-fifth. 

This was Holmes’s most popular lecture, given 
132 times in five seasons as follows: 1851/52, 22; 
1852/53, 64; 1853/54, '4/1854/55, 29: 1855/56, 
3 - 

The Literary Ordeal. Tide sometimes used 
for the lecture next described. 

LiTERy\RY Tribunals. Prepared for the 1854/55 
season. First given in Malden, Massachusetts, 
probably in February 1854. Listed at page ii of 
the Thirty-jourth Annual Report of the Boston 
Mercantile Library Association, season 1853/54, 
as having been delivered before the Association 
on February 15, 1854. No satisfactory report has 
been located, but brief notices appeared the next 
day in the Boston Journal and the Boston Evening 
Transcript, the latter paper giving the tide of the 
lecture as “The Literary Ordeal.” 

An unpopular lecture, this does not seem to 
have been given more than 4 or 5 times in the 
1853/54 season, twice in 1854/55, and 7 times in 
^^55/5^- Such notice as the newspapers took of it 
explains their pointedly not reporting it. The 
sensitive members of the Fourth Estate could not 
brook Holmes’s censure of them. Probably the last 
delivery of the lecture was in Medford on Decem- 
ber 27, 1855. The evening before. Holmes had 
given it in Lowell and evoked the following sar¬ 
casm from the Lowell News, reprinted in the Bos¬ 
ton Atlas and the Boston Bee of December 29: 


Lecturing and Lecturers. Prepared for the 
1851/52 season. The earliest delivery of this lec- 
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The Softening Process,—Dr. Holmes lectured 
in Lowell on Wednesday evening, and en¬ 
deavored to soften down his New York speech 
by conciliatory explanations, brought into his 
lecture (on Critics and Criticism) in a side¬ 
ways manner. 

The New York speech referred to is his New 
England Society address (December 21), which 
had roused the press to virulent criticism of a 
kind Holmes had not suffered before. Earlier no¬ 
tices of the lecture “Literary Tribunals” had ob¬ 
served, with some show of pained surprise, that 
Holmes had less reason than many lecturers to 
criticize the newspaper press, which had been on 
the whole lavish in its praise of him. 

That “Literary Tribunals” (tide used by 
Holmes in 1853/54) “Critics and Criticism” 
(title used in 1854/55) same lecture is in¬ 

dicated in the notices they received. 

Love of Nature. Prepared for the 1851/52 sea¬ 
son. The earliest delivery of this lecture noted was 
before the New York Mercantile Library Associa¬ 
tion, December 9, 1851, reported the next day in 
the NeW‘Yor]{^ Tribune. The Boston Common- 
wealth of January i, 1852, noticed it briefly as 
having been given before the Boston Mercantile 
Library Association on December 31, 1851, and 
there is a long report in the Cambridge Chronicle, 
January 24, 1852, of its delivery before the Cam¬ 
bridge Athenaeum on the twentieth. The National 
Era, Washington, January 29, 1852, contains a 
long and interesting account of the lecture in a 
letter to the editor, signed Mary Irving, describ¬ 
ing picturesquely the Doctor’s entry into the lec¬ 
ture hall. 

The lecture was given 41 times in the 1851/52 
season and twice in 1852/53. 

The Lyric [Or Lyricalj Passion. Prepared for 
the 1856/57 season. The earliest delivery noted 
is that before the Brooklyn Athenaeum, November 
28,1856, reported the next day in The New Yor\ 
Times. The Boston Evening Transcript, Decem¬ 
ber I, 1856, announced it as to be given that eve¬ 
ning before the Mechanic Apprentices’ Library 


Association; the evening edition of the Boston 
Journal, January 16,1857, and ^^Boston Courier, 
on the same day, printed long reports of the lec¬ 
ture as delivered the day before in the series of 
Boston Art Club lectures. 

The lecture is notable for its inclusion of four 
poems: “An Impromptu” (already printed in 
Songs of the Class of mdcccxxix, 1854), “The Old 
Man Dreams,” “At the Pantomime” (reported as 
“A Hebrew Tale”), and the long ballad “Agnes”; 
the last three had not then been published. 

The small black notebook, page 108, notes 13 
engagements in November and December 1856 
and 5 in January and February 1857. Holmes ap¬ 
pears to have limited his lecturing in this sea¬ 
son to large cities. Six deliveries of this lecture 
have been noted. 

Medical Delusions of the Past. Prepared for 
and delivered before the Boston Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, February 9,1842, 
as the second of three lectures on “Scientific Mys¬ 
ticism.” This and the second lecture, “Homce- 
opathy,” were included in the pamphlet Homoe¬ 
opathy and Its Kindred Delusions, 1842 (see 
page 32). 

Medicine, Past and Present. See “The History 
of Medicine.” 

National Prejudices. Prepared for the 1839/40 
season. Delivered before the Franklin Institute, 
Boston, in Tremont Temple, December 9, 1839, 
and reported in the Boston Evening Transcript 
on December ii. The third title in the list in the 
notebook “Index-Memoranda.” The small black 
notebook records 10 engagements for 1839. It 
was probably this lecture that Holmes gave as a 
volunteer in the spring of 1840 in Cambridge in a 
series given to raise funds for a new lyceum hall 
(broadside announcement of the series, Harvard 
library, and Boston Evening Transenpt, January 
3, 1840). Holmes also lectured in Hanover, New 
Hampshire, October 10, 1839. An entry of that 
date in the manuscript records of the Dartmouth 
Phi Beta Kappa Society reports, “On account of 
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the lecture expected from Dr. Holmes the Society 
deferred the exercises and adjourned.” 

Natural Diet of Man. Prepared for the 
1840/41 season. Delivered before the Boston Ly¬ 
ceum, December 10, 1840, at the Odeon, and re¬ 
ported briefly in the Boston Evening Transcript 
the next day, and at greater length in the Boston 
Courier of December 12. Given also at the War¬ 
ren Street Chapel, December 23. The small black 
notebook records 8 engagements for 1840. 

New England’s Master-Key. Prepared for the 
1864/65 season. Delivered before the Dowse In¬ 
stitute, Cambridge, November 15, 1864, and so 
advertised in the Cambridge Chronicle, Novem¬ 
ber 12. No newspaper report has been located. The 
lecture does not seem to have been given with any 
frequency, although it was twice revised. Holmes 
had it printed in large type for his own use in de¬ 
livery as described at page 120. 

Our Second Selves. Prepared for the 1857/58 
season. Delivered before the Boston Mercantile 
Library Association, December 23, 1857, and re¬ 
ported the next day in the Boston Courier and the 
Boston Journal, Holmes had embroidered on this 
theme in the third chapter of “The Autocrat" in 
The Atlantic Monthly for January 1858, which 
had appeared just previous to the date of the lec¬ 
ture. 

Given infrequently. The Courier report notes 
that Holmes was not lecturing much that season, 
and in a letter of January 17, 1858, Holmes de¬ 
clares: “I have been trying to diminish the amount 
of my lecturing as much as possible, partly because 
I have suffered from my exposures and fatigues, 
and partly because I want my time for other pur¬ 
poses” (letter privately owned). 

The Boston Journal report notes that the lecture 
closed with appropriate verses; a manuscript in 
the Library of Congress, without title, is certainly 
the poem referred to. See Part II, page 369, where 
the poem is printed in full (one stanza is in The 
Autocrat). 


The Physical History of Mankind. Three lec¬ 
tures written for and delivered before the Boston 
Lyceum, at the Marlboro’ Chapel, October 14, 21, 
and 28, 1841. TTicse were advertised in the Bos¬ 
ton Evening Transcript, but no reports have been 
located. In a letter of June 21, 1841 (Harvard 
Holmes collection), George Tyler Bigelow asks 
for these three lectures, specifying that he wants 
three new ones (for which he will pay S30), not 
the three delivered at the Temple. The series was 
first incorrectly advertised in the Transcript (Oc¬ 
tober 13) with the title “Scientific Mysticism,” 
q.v.; the error was corrected in the Boston Atlas of 
October 14. 

The scries may have included, as the last lec¬ 
ture, the subject of the races of mankind. The 
notebook “Index-Memoranda” lists as the second 
of seven titles "Races. Last of 3 at Boston Ly¬ 
ceum.” 

In addition to the allusion in the notebook “In¬ 
dex-Memoranda,” lectures on the subject of the 
races of man are noted in 1849 and 1854. On De¬ 
cember 7, 1849, Dr. J. C. Warren wrote to 
Holmes (Harvard Holmes collection); “Under¬ 
standing that you will lecture on the races tomor¬ 
row, I shall be glad if it should be in my power 
to attend.” The Boston Evening Transcript of 
December 8 notes that Holmes had that day re¬ 
sumed his lectures at the medical school, lectures 
interrupted by the investigation of the murder of 
Dr. Parkman. The lecture Warren refers to might, 
then, be a regular college lecture, an inference 
confirmed by a letter of November 27, 1849 (Li¬ 
brary Company of Philadelphia), thanking S. G. 
Morton for a catalogue of crania which had come 
just in time for a lecture or two upon the races of 
mankind for his class. 

In 1854, James Clarke White, then a medical 
student, notes that in February he attended a lec¬ 
ture by Holmes on the races of mankind before 
the Mercantile Library Association; Holmes had 
given him the ticket {Sk_etches of My Life, page 
65). Holmes’s lecture before that Association, 
given February 15, was “Literary Tribunals.” 
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White evidently confused the lyceum lecture with 
a college lecture. 

The Physical Life of New England. See 
“The Americanized European.” 

The Poetry of the War. Prepared for the 
1865/66 season. Lecture delivered at the Dowse 
Institute, Cambridge, November 21, 1865, being 
so advertised on November 4 in the Cambridge 
Chronicle, which failed to print a report “owing 
to an accident”; a brief report of its delivery be¬ 
fore the Parker Fraternity the previous evening 
was in the Boston Daily Advertiser of December 
13, 1865. The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, March 22, 
1865, reports the lecture as having been given be¬ 
fore the Mercantile Library Association on March 
20. In a letter of February i, 1866, Holmes tells 
Henry Howard Brownell that he has given the 
lecture 10 or 12 times (letter privately owned). 
Holmes had this lecture printed in large type for 
his own use in delivery, as described at page 127. 

In the course of this lecture he read his own 
poem “To Canaan,” which had been printed 
anonymously in the Boston Evening Transcript, 
August 12, 1862, and he took occasion to declare 
his authorship, for the lines had been at various 
times claimed by at least three other persons. 

The Races of Mankind. See “The Physical 
History of Mankind.” 

Scientific Mysticism. A series of three lectures 
prepared for and delivered before the Boston So¬ 
ciety for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, on 
February 2, 9, and 16, 1842. See “Astrology and 
Alchemy,” “Medical Delusions of the Past,” and 
“Homoeopathy.” See also “The Physical History 
of Mankind” for a note on the erroneous use of 
this tide for a series given in 1841 for the Bos¬ 
ton Lyceum. 

The essay Homoedpathy and Its Kindred Delu¬ 
sions, 1842 (see page 32), embraces the second 
and third of these lectures and portions of the 
first. A notice of the second lecture in the Boston 
Quarto Noriow, February 19,1842 (page 315), ex¬ 
presses the flattering wish “that Dr. Holmes 


would publish a collection of his prose writings, 
including the lectures he has delivered within 
three or four years.” Such praise may have helped 
to induce Holmes to print these lectures. 


Urania. (“A Rhymed Lesson.”) Prepared for 
and given before the Boston Mercantile Library 
Association for the opening of its twenty-sixth 
series, October 14, 1846, reported in the Boston 
Evening Transcript on the following day, which 
observed that the orator of the occasion, J. R. 
Ingersoll was so long-winded that Holmes had to 
cut his poem. With the same orator Holmes 
opened the Salem Mechanics Lyceum on October 
15. He gave his poem also in Cambridge, October 
23. Its publication on October 31 (see Part I, page 
38, and Part II, page 381) would have made it 
less fresh a lyceum offering, and it was probably 
not delivered very often. For Holmes’s important 
letter to Lowell on its contents, see Morse, vol, i, 
page 295. 


The Weaning op Young America. Prepared for 
the 1863/64 season. Delivered before the Parker 
Fraternity, Boston, November 3, 1863, and re¬ 
ported the next day in the Boston Daily Advertiser 
and the Boston Evening Transcript. The lecture 
was repeated in Brooklyn, New York, November 
6, 1863, at the Brooklyn Athenaeum, in the Mer¬ 
cantile Library course, and reported the next day 
in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle and the Brooklyn 
Union. Given also in Providence. Holmes had the 
lecture printed in large type for convenient use 
in delivery, described at page 118. The verses 
quoted are from “The Heart’s Own Secret, 


In content the lecture resembles in some ways 
‘New England’s Master-Key,” given the follow- 
ng season. Both lectures owe a great deal in spirit 
ind content to the letters which Holmes and John 
.^throp Modey exchanged during the fevered 
lays of the war. And both are related to Holmes s 
iddress for July 4, 1863 (“The Inevitable Trial”). 

This lecture, revised and toned down, was pub- 
ished as “Our Progressive Independence” in The 

itlantic Monthly for April 1864. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST* 

In the following list, the dates in the first col¬ 
umn indicate the seasons in which the lectures 
were first given. The breaks in the chronology in¬ 
dicate intervals when Holmes did not lecture. 

In the second column all known titles are re¬ 
corded. The two titles in parentheses have been 
assigned to their dates by conjecture. Titles of 
series of lectures are followed by arabic numerals 
indicating the number of lectures in the series. 

In the third column, the sources of the fullest 
reports are given. Blanks in the third column 
signify that no reports have been located. CC ab¬ 
breviates Cambridge Chronicle, and B., Boston. 
MS.BK. abbreviates the bound volume of mis¬ 
cellaneous manuscripts, Harvard Holmes collec¬ 
tion. 

^^ 37 * 3 ^ English Versification 

1838- 39 (Cities) 

1839- 40?(History of Medicine, given once) 

National Prejudices B. Transcript, 12/11/39 

1840- 41 Natural Diet of Man . B. Courier, 12/12/40 

unidentified series (3) 

1841- 42 Physical History of Mankind (3) 

Scientific Mysticism (3) 

1. Astrology and Alchemy 

MS.BK., pp. 77-125 

2. Medical Delusions . . . Wor^s, ix, 1-102 

3. Homoeopathy. Wor{s, ix, 1-102 

[It is possible that Holmes lectured in 1844 and 1845. 
In his ‘Memoranda” (manuscript notebook, Harvard 
Holmes collection), he lists towns, agents, and fees, 
but a check in the newspapers and in printed and 
manuscript lyceum records for four of the seven 
tovvns listed reveals no sign that Holmes accepted the 

invitations.] 

1846-47 Urania. Poems, pp. 43-54 

1848-49 History of Medicine . . . . B. Post, 12/7/48 

>850-51 Love of Nature. CC, 1/24/52 

1851- 52 Lectures and Lecturing . . . . CC. 12/18/52 

1852- 53 The Audience. CC, 12/10/53 

The English Poets (12) 

1. Rogers. B. Traveller, 3/23/53 

2. Byron & Moore N. Y. Eve. Post, 11/12/53 

3. Scott & Macaulay . N. Y. Post, ir/26/53 

4. Coleridge. B. Traveller, 

5- Southey & Landor . B. Traveller, 4/6/53 

6. Keats. N. Y. Post, 11/19/53 


7. Shelley. B. Traveller, 4/13/53 

8. Wordsworth . . N.Y. Herald, 10/30/53 

9. Tennyson & Browning N. Y.Post, 12!i!^- 3 , 

10. Religious Poets . . . N.Y. Post, 11/5/53 

11. Female Poets . . . B. Traveller, 4/2H/53 

12. Conclusion. B. Traveller. 5/2/53 

1853- 54 Literary Tribunals . . . B. fourmil, 2/16/54 

1854- 55 Americanized European I MS.BK., pp. 13-75 

Americanized European II . . CC, 11/11/54 

1855- 56 Heart’s Own Secret . Private printing, HU 

1856- 57 Lyrical Passion. B. Journal, 1/16/57 

1857- 58 Our Second Selves . . . B. journal, 12/24/5- 

1858- 59 Chief End of Man.CC, 12/4/58 

1863- 64 The Weaning of Young .America 

Private printing. HU 

1864- 65 New England’s Master-Kev 

Private printing. HU 

1865- 66 Poetry of the War.Private printing, 

Huntington Library 

1872- English Versification . MS. notebooks. HU; 

and Worlds, viii, 315-21 

REPRESENTATI\T ITINERARY 
The following itinerary for the season of 
1851/52 is representative for the years 1850-56, 
when Holmes was most actively engaged in lec¬ 
turing. Although he lectured in Baltimore in 
1841 and in Cincinnati and Louisville in 1855, his 
orbit was ordinarily the one represented here, 
with the trips to central New York and to Maine 
coming after the close of the medical-school ses¬ 
sion. His repertoire ordinarily included three lec¬ 
tures, occasionally four, at least one being new 
for the season. 

The lectures for 1851/52 were “History of Med¬ 
icine” (1848), “Love of Nature” (1850), and 
“Lectures and Lecturing” (1851); these are ab¬ 
breviated below as Med., Nat., and Lee., respec¬ 
tively. 

The itinerary is constructed from the lecture 
schedule in MS.BK., pages 1055-6, the interleaved 
Old Farmers Almanac^ for 1852, and the news¬ 
papers. The dates in parentheses are conjectural. 

• This list and the representative itinerary which 
follows are reprinted from Amiable Autocrat as hav¬ 
ing a place in a bibliography. For additional material 

on Holmes’s career as a lecturer, see chapters 13 and 

14. 
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Med. 

Amesbury, Mass. 

(Nov.) 

Med. 

North Bridgewater, Mass. 

(Nov.) 

Med. 

Manchester, N.H. 

(Nov.) 

Med. 

Great Falls, N.H. 

(Nov.) 

Med. 

Randolph, N.H. 

(Nov.) 

Med. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Dec. 8 

Nat. 

New York, N.Y. 

Dec. 9 

Nat. 

Springfield, Mass. 

(Dec. 10) 

Nat. 

Hartford, Conn. 

Dec. 12 

Nat. 

Plymouth, Mass. 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

Portsmouth, N.H. 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

Beverly, Mass. 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

Whitinsville, Mass. 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

Stoughton, Mass. 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

Woburn, Mass. 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

Concord, (N.H.?) 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

South Reading, Mass. 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

Taunton, Mass. 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

Brighton, Mass. 

(Dec.) 

Nat. 

Boston, Mass. 

Dec. 31 

Nat. 

Salem, Mass. 

Jan. I, 

Nat. 

Norwich, Conn. 

Jan. 7 

Nat. 

Providence, R.I. 

Jan. 8 

Nat. 

Woonsocket, R.I. 

Jan. 9 

Nat. 

Lawrence, Mass. 

Jan. 14 

Nat. 

Dorchester, Mass. 

Jan. 16 

Nat. 

Cambridgeport, Mass. 

Jan. 20 

Nat. 

North Brookfield, Mass. 

Jan. 21 

Nat. 

Hopkinton, Mass. 

Jan. 22 

Med. 

Woonsocket, R.I. 

Jan. 23 

Nat. 

West Cambridge, Mass. 

Jan. 26 

Nat. 

New Haven, Conn. 

Jan. 20 

Nat. 

Medford, Mass. 

Jan. 30 

Nat. 

East Boston, Mass. 

Feb. 2 

Nat. 

North Bedford, Mass. 

Feb. 3 

Nat. 

Millers Village, Mass. 

Feb. 4 

Nat. 

Winchester, Mass. 

Feb. 5 

Nat. 

Great Falls, N.H. 

Feb. 6 

Nat. 

West Andover, Mass. 

Feb. 9 

Nat. 

Newton Corner, Mass. 

Feb. 10 

Nat. 

Milford, Mass. 

Feb. 11 

Nat. 

Franklin, Mass. 

Feb. 12 

Nat. 

Marblehead, Mass. 

Feb. 16 

Nat. 

Dover, N.H. 

Feb. 17 

Nat. 

Lowell, Mass. 

Feb. 18 

Lee. 

Boston, Mass. 

Feb. 19 

Lee, 

Dorchester, Mass. 

Feb. 20 

Lee. 

Waltham, Mass. 

Feb. 21 

Lee. 

Boston, Mass. 

Feb. 23 

Lee. 

Newton Lower Falls, Mass. 

Feb. 24 

Med. 

Boston, Mass. 

Feb. 25 

Nat. 

Hingham, Mass. 

Feb. 26 

Lee. 

Portsmouth, N.H. 

Mar. I 

Lee. 

Danvers, Mass. 

Mar. 3 


Lee. 

Roxbury, Mass. 

Mar. 

4 

Lec. 

Buffalo, N.Y. 

Mar. 

8 

Lec. 

Rochester, N.Y. 

Mar. 

9 

Lec. 

Troy, N.Y. 

Mar. 

II 

Lec. 

Saco, Me. 

Mar. 

16 

Lec. 

Portland, Me. 

(Mar. 17) 

Lec. 

Augusta, Me. 

Mar. 

18 

Lec. 

Newburyport, Mass. 

Mar. 

19 

Nat. 

Neponset, Mass. 

Mar. 

22 

Lec. 

Charlestown, Mass. 

Mar. 

23 

Lec. 

Northampton, Mass. 

Mar. 

25 

Lee. 

Greenfield, Mass. 

Mar. 

26 

Lec. 

West Amesbury, Mass. 

Mar. 

29 

Lec. 

Whitinsville, Mass. 

Mar. 

30 

Lec. 

Ipswich, Mass. 

Mar. 

31 

Lec. 

East Bridgewater, Mass. 

Apr. 

I 

Nat. 

Charlestown, Mass. 

Apr. 

6 


Lowell Institute Lectures 
ON the English Poets 

1853 

In the spring of 1853 Holmes delivered before 
the Lowell Institute a course of twelve lectures 
on the English poets of the nineteenth century. 
The course was to be given on successive Tues¬ 
day and Friday evenings, from March 22 to April 
29, 1853. So great was the demand for tickets that 
each lecture was repeated on the afternoon fol¬ 
lowing the original delivery. John Langdon Sib¬ 
ley, the librarian of Harvard, in his manuscript 
diary (Massachusetts Historical Society), under 
the date March 23, wrote that six thousand more 
tickets were applied for than could be furnished. 

TTie content of the lectures may be gathered 
only from contemporary newspaper reports, ex¬ 
cerpts from which are most readily available in 
S. I. Hayakawa’s “Holmes’s Lowell Institute Lec¬ 
tures,” American Literaiure, November 1936* vol. 
vin, pages 281-90. 

Holmes received $1,800 for the series, accord¬ 
ing to the Saturday Evening Gazette, March 26, 
1853.* Repetition of the lectures in Cambridge 

• This figure may not be reliable. The Gazette 
claims also that Holmes’s income from lecturing was 
$3,000 a season. His own figures show that his re¬ 
turns for 1851/52 were $i, 347 * The Lowell lectures 
here noted would give his earnings for 1852/53 a su^ 
stantial boost, but it was only in this season that he 
prepared twelve new lectures. 
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(8), New York (6), Washington (12 ?), Cincin¬ 
nati (2), and Louisville (6) provided additional 
income. The second of the lectures, on Byron and 
Moore, Holmes included in his regular repertoire 

for 1853/54, lecture 8 times before 

small-town lyceums. 

A popular feature of these lectures were the 
original poems with which they closed. These 
were written “to serve as a foil,” to use his own 
words as reported by the Boston Evening Tran¬ 
script, April 8, 1863. Five of these poems are 
brought together in the editions of his collected 
poems (pages 90-93 of the Cambridge edition) 
and two others may be identified with a reason¬ 
able degree of certainty, “The Living Temple” 
and “The Voiceless” (see Part 11 ). 

1. The first lecture, Tuesday, March 22, 1853, 
dealt with Samuel Rogers, Tliomas Campbell, and 
James Montgomery. A brief report was printed in 
the Boston Traveller of March 23; the Boston 
Evening Transcript of the same date treated it 
more briefly but with high praise. Neither paper 
mentioned any poem read at the close. The Bos¬ 
ton Commonwealth of March 25 described the 
Wednesday afternoon repetition, referring at 
some length to the audience and the lecturer and 
commenting briefly on the lecture in a fashion not 
altogether complimentary. The Commonwealth 
reporter was Julia Ward Howe (see page 324). 

2. The second lecture, Friday evening, March 
25, was on Byron and Moore. The Transcript, 
March 26, and the Traveller, March 30, printed 
summaries. A far better report, made after the lec¬ 
ture was delivered before the Mercantile Library 
Association in New York, November ii, 1853, is 
in the New-Yor}^ Tribune of November 14, and 
good reports of the same occasion are in the New 
Yor^ Evening Post of November 12 and the New 
Yor^ Herald of November 13. 

The Boston Commonwealth, March 30, report¬ 
ing the Wednesday afternoon repetition of the lec¬ 
ture, commented on the crowded condition and 
poor ventilation of the hall, which contained for 
the occasion a well-packed and (considering the 


crowd) well-behaved audience,” and concluded 
with a somewhat begrudging commendation of 
the speaker’s words. 

The lecture was given also in Cincinnati, Sep¬ 
tember 4, 1855, reported in the Cincinnati Ga¬ 
zette, September 5; and in Louisville, September 
13, reported in the Louisville Courier and in the 
Louisville journal of September 15, the former 
giving a good and full report. As a part of 
Holmes’s regular repertoire for 1853/54, the lec¬ 
ture was given 8 times. 

Holmes closed this lecture by reading the lines 
“After a Lecture on Moore,” see page 351. Accord¬ 
ing to the New Yorl^ Evening Post, he included 
also “a humorous rhyming recipe for sentimental 
songs for the piano,” lines not noted in any other 
report of the lecture. 

3. For the third lecture, Tuesday, March 29, 
Holmes chose Scott and Macaulay. Brief reports 
were printed in the Transcript and the Traveller 
for March 30, but a more satisfactory account ap¬ 
pears in the New-Yor{ Tribune of November 28, 
reporting the lecture as delivered before the New 

York Mercantile Library Association on Novem¬ 
ber 25. 

The Boston Commonwealth of April i in¬ 
dulged editorially in sarcastic comment and print¬ 
ed in another column a long critique taking ex¬ 
ception to much that Holmes said and closing 
with the remark: “As long as popinjays continue 
twittering over the fields of literature, as by the 
unquestioned right of proprietorship, ... so long 
will the class flourish whom the lecturer sneers 
at as ill-conditioned agitators.” * 

This lecture closed with an original poem in 

octosyllabic couplets, which Holmes called his 

“stirrup cup” (see page 396) and which included 
the lines: 

’T is time that the portcullis fall; 

The warder waits to close the hall. 

• The Commonwealth was a liberal paper, devoted 

to Causes and inclined to follow the transcendentaiist 

taste m literature; in this lecture Holmes was so bold 

as to attack the deified Carlyle and so provoked this 
kind of criticism. 
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This was an allusion to the appearance of the 
attendant at closing time to remind the lecturer 
that his allotted time, an hour, was up, a rule 
strictly observed; see Richard Burton’s Literary 
Leaders of America, 1903, page 210, and the Bos¬ 
ton Commonwealth, April i, 1853. 

4. For his fourth lecture, Friday, April i, 
Holmes devoted the entire hour to Coleridge, 
Brief notices appeared the following day in the 
Transcript and the Traveller; but since this lec¬ 
ture was not included in the New York series, the 
following November, no satisfactory report has 
been noted. The Boston Commonwealth of April 
15 created its own “picture” of Coleridge “which, 
indeed, Dr. Holmes did not present to us.” For a 
note of the poem (uncollected) with which the 
lecture closed, see Part II, page 293. 

5. The fifth lecture, Tuesday, April 5, on 
Southey and Landor is reported in the Traveller 
of April 6 and, in more satisfactory fashion, by the 
Transcript of April 8. It was not included in the 
New York series of November 1853. The lecture 
closed with original lines (uncollected) which, ac¬ 
cording to the Traveller, referred to the inspira¬ 
tion of the Poet. See Part 11 , page 266. 

6. The sixth lecture, Friday, April 8, was de¬ 
voted to Keats. Brief reports were printed in the 
Transcript of April 9 and the Traveller of April 
ii; the lecture was given before the New York 
Mercantile Library Association on November 18, 
1853, and good reports appeared the next day in 
the Herald, Post, and Tribune of that city. The 
Boston Commonwealth of April 12 called the lec¬ 
ture “flat and dull.” The lecture was repeated in 
Cincinnati on September 7, 1855, reported in the 
Cincinnati Gazette of September 8; and in Louis¬ 
ville on September 15,1855, reported in the Louis¬ 
ville Journal of September 18. 

The lecture closed with the poem “After a Lec¬ 
ture on Keats,” q.v.. Part II, page 332. 

7. The seventh lecture, Tuesday, April 12, had 
Shelley for its subject. The usual reports were in 
the next day’s Transcript and Traveller; since the 


lecture was not included in the New York series 
in November, we lack the longer reports from the 
papers of that city. 

An allusion to Bryant’s “To a Water Fowl” and 
its resemblance to Shelley’s “Swan” provoked 
newspaper letters (see Part III, page 437). 

The lecture closed with the poem “After a Lec¬ 
ture on Shelley,” q.v.. Part II, page 388. The 
printed poem was evidently much revised; the 
lines quoted by the Transcript differ from the final 
text. 

8. The eighth lecture, Friday, April 15, on 
Wordsworth was duly reported in the Transcript 
of April 16 and the Traveller of April 18; it was 
delivered in the New York series on October 28, 
1853, and reported in the N€W-Yor\ Tribune of 
October 29 and in the New Yor^ Herald of Oc¬ 
tober 30. Tie Boston Commonwealth had its 
usual fling at the lecturer in its issue of April 20; 
the reporter was distressed that Holmes should 
disturb the “august shade” of Wordsworth and 
took the lecturer to task for making fun of four 
dull lines from “The Prelude.” 

This was the first of the series of six lectures 
given in Louisville, September 11-22, 1855, for the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, reported in 
the Louisville Courier, September 13. The intro¬ 
duction to the lecture gives an account of the ori¬ 
gin of the original series. The Louisville report 
quotes six stanzas of the poem with which the 
lecture closed and which, by 1855, had been 
printed in The Knic\erboc\er Gallery with the 
title “A Vision of the Housatonic,” the present 
title being “After a Lecture on Wordsworth ; sec 
Part II, page 420. 

9. The ninth lecture, Tuesday, April 19, on 
Tennyson and Browning was reported the follow¬ 
ing day in the Transcript and in the Traveller, and 
in the Commonwealth of April 23. For the New 
York Mercantile Library Association, December 
2, Holmes condensed the lecture and incorporated 
portions from the concluding lecture of the senes; 
it was reported at length in the Tribune, Post, an 
Herald of December 3. The lecture was given also 
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in Louisville, September 20, 1855, and reported in 
the Courier and the Journal of that city, Septem¬ 
ber 22. 

For the New York audience he used the final 
poem rather than the one (uncollected) prepared 
for this lecture; see Part H, page 267. 

10, In the tenth lecture of the course, Friday, 
April 22, Holmes discussed the religious poets; 
the next day it was reported in the Transcript, 
which called it the best of the course, and in the 
Traveller. This lecture was delivered in the New 
York series on November 4, 1853, and reported in 
the New-Yorl^ Tribune of November 7, which re¬ 
marks that the lecturer was greeted with loud 
cheers; reports appeared also in the New Yorl^ 
Evening Post of November 5 and in the New 
Yorl(^ Herald on the sixth. The Post approved the 

excoriation of Pollock,” and observed at the close 
that the lecture was “evidently more within the 
compass of the lecturer’s powers than the one on 
Wordsworth.” The lecture was also given in 
Louisville, September 18, 1855, and reported in 
the Courier and Journal of that city, September 20. 

The Traveller stated that the lecture “was con¬ 
cluded with stanzas on the wonderful beauty, 
symmetry and delicacy of the human frame,” ob¬ 
viously “The Living Temple,” included in 
Holmes’s collected poems. See Part II, page 366. 

11. The eleventh lecture, Tuesday, April 26, 
was devoted to the female poets; it was reported 
the next day in the Transcript and on the twenty- 
eighth in the Traveller. The Commonwealth of 
April 30 astutely called the lecture “one of com¬ 


pulsive gallantry, to which the critic was evi- 
dendy not unsusceptible; for she is noticeably 
softer in her tone, although, with customary 
earnestness, she regrets that the speaker had not 
been more sharp with the ladies and had not 
pointed more strongly the moral of Mrs. Brown¬ 
ing’s example. 

This lecture was not included in the series given 
before the Mercantile Library Association, New 
York, in November 1853, but it was used to close 
the Louisville series, September 22, 1855, and re¬ 
ported in the Courier and Journal, September 24. 

The poem that concluded the lecture, quoted in 
the Transcript, was “The Voiceless,” used later in 
The Atlantic Monthly for October 1858, in one of 
the “Autocrat” papers. See Part II, page 412. 

12. The twelfth and last lecture, Friday, April 
29, was devoted largely to a classification of the 
English poets of the century. Reports appeared on 
Monday, May 2, in the Transcript and the Travel¬ 
ler. The New-Yor\ Tribune for December 3, 
^^ 53 » carried an outline of this summary, for 
Holmes had included it in the lecture on Tenny¬ 
son and Browning, which he had delivered on 
December 2 before the New York Mercantile Li¬ 
brary Association. The reporter for the Boston 
Commonwealth appears almost to have experi¬ 
enced conversion, for the comment in the issue of 
May 6 is truly mild. 

Holmes closed the course by reading lines writ¬ 
ten for the occasion, printed in the editions of his 
collected poems under the title “At the Close of a 
Course of Lectures”; see Part II, page 276. 
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Appendix 6 


i N the chronological list that follows, short 
titles are used for books; these are listed in 
full in Appendix 7. Full data is given for the first 
entry of a magazine article. For letters printed 
here or listed in Part III, cross references are given. 
The letters printed in Morse’s biography and in 
the catalogue of the Wilson collection are listed 
here, for in neither book are they indexed; except 
for the two earliest, letters printed in Amiable Au¬ 
tocrat are not listed, for they are fully indexed. 

Undated letters are listed in the years to which 
they can certainly be assigned. Definite dates are 
supplied wherever possible. Letters to which no 
definite year can be assigned are listed at the end. 
At the end also appears a list of public letters and 
petitions signed by Holmes with others. (Any 
such documents that were certainly or possibly 
written by Holmes are listed in Part III.) 

Originals are not located, except as evidence for 
a date. The bulk of Holmes’s letters are in the 
Harvard Holmes collection, the Harvard Law Li¬ 
brary, the Library of Congress, and the Massachu¬ 
setts Historical Society. The Henry E. Hunting- 
ton Library has a large part of the Fields cor¬ 
respondence; the Mitchell correspondence is large¬ 
ly in the collection of the late Dr. Josiah Trent. 
Miss Miriam R. Small, Wells College, is editing 
Holmes’s letters for publication. 

1822. Sept. 29. Amiable Autocrat, 1947, p. 23, to 
Mary Holmes Parsons. 

1824. Sept. 12. Amiable Autocrat, 1947, p. 29, to 
Sarah Wendell Holmes. 

1828. Aug. 15. Morse, i, 55, to P. Barnes (as are 
the ten letters that follow). 

Oct. 23. Morse, i, 58 (dated from surcharge 
on original. Harvard library). 

Dec. Morse, i, 59. 


1829. Jan. 31. Morse, i, 52 (original, Harvard li¬ 

brary, misdated 1828 by Holmes). 

Mar. 28. Morse, i, 54 (original unlocated; 
obviously misdated 1828 by either 
Holmes or Morse). 

Sept. Morse, i, 6r. 

1830. Jan. 13. Morse, i, 64. 

May 6. Morse, i, 67 (misdated by Morse, 
original, Harvard library). 

July 14. Morse, i, 72. 

Sept. II. Quoted here; see page 303, Fairy 
World, The. 

1831. Mar. 25. Morse, i, 69 (dated from surcharge 

on original, Harvard library). 

1832. Feb. 22. Morse, i, 73. 

1833. Mar.-i835, Dec. 

(The letters written by Holmes to his parents 
from Europe are not listed separately here; 
those that have been printed appear in Morse, 

L 83-156, and in Amiable Autocrat, pp. 81-133. 
The original letters are in the Harx ard Holmes 
collection.) 

1834. Nov. 2. Morse, i, 145, to J. O. Sargent. 

Nov. 4. See page 462, Jackson, Dr. James, Jr. 

1836. May II. Morse, n, 268, to J. F. Clarke. 

June 15. See page 430, Bartlett, Dr. J. 

Stephen. 

Aug. 4. Morse, i, 161, to C. W. Upham. 

Sept. 10. First printed here; see page 377. 
Nov. First printed here, see page 25- 
Dec. See page 443, Direct Exploration. 

1837. Jan. 9. Wilson, ii, 472 (original misdated 

1836 by Holmes, quoted here, page 53 ®)> 
to T. Hubbard. 

June 4. Wilson, ii, 507, to W- Jenks. 

Aug. 3. Morse, i, 162, to C. W. Upham. 

Oct. 16. See page 432, Boston Dispensary. 
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1838. Feb. 3. Morse, i, 168, to P. Barnes. 

Mar. 17. Morse, ii, 272, to J. F. Clarke. 

Apr. 9. Catalogue of American Autograph 

Shop, 1938, p. 258, to W. fenks (not a 
very accurate text; original, Berg col¬ 
lection, New York Public Library), 

1839. Aug. 18. At Dartmouth, 1940, Introduction, 

p. 18, to classmates. 

Sept. 30. See Part I, page 30. 

Dec. 25. At Dartmouth, 1940, Introduction, 
p. 18; Wilson, II, 477, to E. Leslie. 

1840. Jan. 28. Quoted here, see page 391, Song of 

Other Days. 

1841. Mar. 9. Morse, i, 322, to Mrs. C. W. Upham 

(Ann Holmes). 

1842. [Oct.) Wilson, II, 486, to the Selectmen of 

Charlestown, Mass. 

Nov. 5. “A Cross-Light on Dr. Holmes and 
His Investigation of Childbirth Fever,” 
by Morris |. Siemens, Western Journal of 
Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Apr. 
1943, LI, 166, in facsimile, p. 167, to E. 

Bartlett. 

Dec. 4. Morse, i, 193, to P. Barnes. 

1843. Sept. I. Passages from Griswold, 1898, p. 

46; Ives. p. 77. 

*845. May II. Noted briefly here; see page 395, 
Stethoscope Song. 

May 20. Wilson, ii, 488, to J. K.eese, in part. 
June. The Law Reporter, Aug. 1845, vni, 

153- 

1846. Nov. 21. See page 426, Anesthesia. 

Nov. 29. Morse, i, 295, to J. R. Lowell. 

Dec. 29. Passages from Griswold, 1898, p. 
220. 

*847. Jan. 7. Letters of Dr. Holmes to a Class¬ 
mate, by Mary Blake Morse. The Cen¬ 
tury Mazagine, Oct. 1897, liv (n.s., 
xxxii), 946, to 1 . E. Morse. 

Mar. 14. Catalogue of Thomas Madigan, 
Inc., New York, 1939, p. 16 (incorrect¬ 
ly described as addressed to E. E. Hale; it 
is addressed to S. J. Hale). 


Nov. Life of Longfellow, 1886, ii, 72, n. i. 
Nov. 9. See Part I, page 40. 

1848. (June) Southern Medical and Surgical Jour¬ 

nal, June 1848, n.s., iv, 506-1 r, to the 
Journal with comment by Paul F. Eve. 
Nov. 10. Morse, ii, 107, to J. R. Lowell. 

1849. Jan. 14. Morse, ii, 109, to J. R. Lowell. 

Jan. 30. Thirtieth Congress—Second Ses¬ 
sion. Report No. 114. House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. Minority Report. W. T. G. 
Morton. February 28, 1849, p. 97, to the 
Hon. Isaac £. Morse (misdated 1848, 
Trials of a Public Benefactor, 1859, P* 
286). 

Apr. 5. Weir Mitchell, 1929, p. 79, to J. K. 
Mitchell. 

July ^o.See page 428, Authorship, 1849. 
Aug. 17. Morse, i, 198, to Mrs. Abie! 
Holmes. 

Oct. 16. Morse, i, 199, to Mrs. C. W. Up¬ 
ham. 

1850. Feb. 20 ? [4). Wilson, ii, 493, to E. 

Duyckinck. 

[Ca. Apr.) ‘‘Oliver Wendell Holmes, Per¬ 
sonal Recollections and Unpublished Let¬ 
ters,” by Annie Fields, The Century Mag¬ 
azine, 1895, xLix, 506, to J. T. Fields; 
Authors and Friends, 1896, p. 112; 
Morse, ii, 285. 

Apr. 2. “Oliver Wendell Holmes Visits 
Yale,” by Creighton Barker, The Yale 
Journal of Biology and Medicine, 1935, 
vii, 320, in facsimile; also as offprint. 

July. Pittsfield Sun, July ri, 1850. 

Sept. First printed here; see page 357, 
Naushon, 1850. 

Sept. 3. Wilson, ii, 500, to Ticknor, Reed 
& Fields. 

Sept. 23. Wilson, 11, 505, to Ticknor, Reed 
& Fields, in part. 

Sept. 26. Wilson, ii, 501, to Ticknor, Reed 
& Fields. 

Nov. 9. See page 475, New York “Pseudo- 
Critics” in 1850. 
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Nov. 11. See Part I, page 48. 

Nov. 17. Hunt, Glances and Glimpses, 1856, 
p. 267. 

Nov. 25. Hunt, Glances and Glimpses, 1856, 
p. 268. 

Dec. I. Hunt, Glances and Glimpses, 1856, 
p.268, 

Dec. 12. Quoted briefly here; see Appendix 
5, page 529. 

1851. Apr. 9. A Study of Hawthorne, 1876, p. 

232, to N. Hawthorne. 

Sept. 10. See page 357, Naushon, 1851. 

Sept. 12. Morse, i, 355, to J. M. Forbes. 

Nov. 28. Trials of a Public Benefactor, 
1859, p. 312, to I. E. Morse. 

1852. June 13. Fields, Century, 1895, xlix, 507; 

Authors and Friends, 1896, p. 118; 
Morse, ii, 278. 

1853. Apr. 21. See page 437, Bryant. 

July 5, Account of the Pilgrim Celebration, 
P- 136. 

Aug, 5. Wilson, II, 490, to E, P. Whipple, 
in part. 

Sept. 6. Memories of a Hostess, 1922, p. 17, 
to J. T. Fields. 

Oct. 4, Printed here; see page 458, Horse 
Show. 

[N.d.j M. Morse, Century, 1897, liv, 946, to 
I. E. Morse. 

1854. Mar. 12. Wilson, ii, 498, and see page 56, 

to W. D. Peck. 

June II. Morse, ii, 280, to Mrs. Abiel 
Holmes. 

[N.d.] M. Morse, Century, 1897, liv, 946, to 
I. E. Morse. 

1855. Mar. 26. See page 295, Connecticut State 

Medical Society. 

July 17. M. Morse, Century, 1897, liv, 947, 
to I. E. Morse. 

Oct. 22. Wilson, II, 509. 

Oct. 25. M. Morse, Century, 1897, liv, 947, 
to I. E. Morse. 


Nov. 12. M. Morse, Century, 1897, 94 ®> 

to I. E. Morse. 

Dec. II. Cambridge Chronicle, Dec. 15, 
1855, to I. Livermore. 

Dec. 28. Holmes of the BreaJ(jast-Table, 
1939, p. 91, to C. Sumner. 

1856. Feb. 13. Wilson, n, 511. 

Mar. 13. Printed here; see page 414, Wash¬ 
ington, 1856. 

May 31. Wilson, ii, 510, T. F. Plunkett. 

Sept. 23. The Correspondence of Motley, 
1889, I, 197. 

Sept. 30. Celebration of Introduction of 
Printing into New Hampshire, 1857, p. 

54 - 

Nov. 21. See page 437, Burlingame. 

[N.d.] Boston Daily Advertiser, Oct. 8, 
1894. 

1857. Jan. 9. Motley, i, 197. 

July 24. Fields, Century, 1895, xlix, 508; 
Authors and Friends, 1896, p. 121; Morse, 
II, 282; to J. T. Fields. 

Nov. 13. See page 475, New England Socie¬ 
ty of New York. 

Dec. 2. 23 Boo\s, 1938, p. 191, to F. S. Coz- 
zens (original, Wilson collection, not 
printed in catalogue; the letter is not in 
the original article on The Autocrat in 
Publishers* Weekly by Mr. Winterich). 

1858. Jan. 17. Quoted briefly here; see Appendix 

5 »page 531- 

(N.d.i “The Editor Who Was Never an 
Editor,” by Bliss Perry, The Atlantic 
Monthly, Nov. 1907, c, 675, to F. Under¬ 
wood (the letter is dated “Monday eve¬ 
ning”; the contents show that it was writ¬ 
ten in March or April 1858); Par\-Street 
Papers, 1908, p. 265. 

Apr. 3. Frederic^ Locl^er-Lampson, 1920, 
p. 92. 

Apr. 7. Bryan Woiler Proctor, 1877, p* 3 ° 5 * 

July II. Wilson, ii, 516, to F. S. Cozzens. 

Sept. 6. Wilson, 11, 5x9* to Cozzens. 
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Oct. See page 492, Theology. 

Oct. 18. Wilson, II, 522, to R. Bonner. 

Oct. 21. See page 492, Theology. 

Nov. 27. See page 437, Burns, 1859. 

Dec. 10. Morse, ii, 139, to J. W. Kimball. 
Dec. 25. First printed here, in part; see 
page 74. 

Dec. 28. Weir Mitchell, p. 81. 

1859. Feb. To the Literature of the Language, 

1859, p. 5, to G.W. Childs. 

Feb. 15. “Holmes Comments on a College 
Magazine,” by Miriam R. Small, Wells 
College Chronicle, Mar. 1942, xlvi, 12. 
Mar. 10. First printed here; see page 57. 
Apr. 28. Morse, ii, 40. 

Aug. 12. Morse, ii, 283, to C. E. Norton. 
Aug. 13. M. Morse, Century, 1897, Liv, 948, 
to I. E. Morse. 

Sept. 27. Wilson, 11, 531, to F. S. Cozzens. 
Dec. 12. Small, Wells College Chronicle, 
1942, XLVI, 22. 

1860. Jan. 23. Northampton [Mass.] journal, 

Oct. 13, 1894, to Z. C. Montague. 

Mar. 8. Morse, 11, 140, to J. W. Kimball. 
Mar. 18. Morse, ii, 146, to J. W. Kimball. 
Apr. 29. Correspondence of Motley, 1889, 
I, 340. 

June 4. See page 441, Currents and Coun¬ 
ter-Currents. 

Sept. 13. Morse, i, 263, to H. B. Stowe. 

1861. Feb. 13. Wilson, ii, 546, in part. 

Feb. 16. CoiTcspondence of Motley, 1889, 
I, 359; Morse, ii, 153. 

Mar. 4. See page 493, Twenty-seventh Let¬ 
ter. 

Mar. 10. Morse, i, 325, to J. R. Lowell. 

Mar. 15. Morse, i, 325, to T. Garfield. 

Apr. 15. M. Morse, Century, 1897, liv, 946, 
to I. E. Morse. 

May 13. Wilson, u, 535, to F. Locker- 
Lampson. 

May 19. First printed here; see Appendix 4. 


May 28. First printed here; see Appendix 4. 
June 19. Ceremonies ... Bunker Hill, 1861, 
p. 40 (declining invitation). 

July 24. Holmes of the Breal^fast-Table, 
1939, p. 102, to C. Felton. 

Aug. 10. First printed here; see Appendix 
4 * 

Aug. 15. First printed here; see Appendix 
4 * 

Sept. 23. Wilson, ii, 541. 

Oct. 12. Wilson, II, 541, to E. Everett. 

Nov. 12. Holmes of the Breaf^fast-Table, 
^ 939 > P- i 05 > to W. Hunt (the last word 
in the ninth line of this letter should 
read glanced not gland). 

Nov. 29. Correspondence of Motley, 1889, 
II, 44; Morse, ii, 157. 

Dec. 19. Morse, ii, 277, to G. Ticknor (the 
evidence for the date is in the letter). 

1862. [N.d.] Wilson, II, 544; see page 399, This 
is the page. 

Jan. 20. First printed here; see page 489, 
Stafford, Dr. Edward. 

Feb. 3. “Four Letters of Dr. Holmes with 
an Introduction,” by Charles Coleman 
Sellers, The Yale Review, Jan. 1925, n.s., 

XIV, 410. 

[Feb. II. The date assigned to this letter 
in Annie Fields’s article and in Morse, ir, 
286, is incorrect. See 1872.] 

Mar. See page 477, Phaciudoscope. 

Mar. 8. Correspondence of Motley, 1889, 

II, 68. 

Apr. 24. Morse, i, 326, to T. Garfield. 

Apr. 27. Correspondence of Motley, 1889, 

II, 72. 

-. “Where ‘The Captain’ Was 

Found,” by Anna Howell Kennedy Find¬ 
lay, Maryland Historical Magazine. June 
1938, XXXIII, 124. 

May 8. Weir Mitchell, 1929, p. 82. 

Aug. 29. Coj-respondence of Motley, 1889, 

II, 84; Morse, ii, 164. 
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Oct. I. Harvard Alumni Bulletin, Dec. 22, 
1927, XXX, 377, part in facsimile; also as 
offprint. 

Oct. 24. Morse, i, 305, to J. F. Clarke. 

Nov. 19. Frederic^ Locl{er~Lampson, 1920, 

P- 93 - 

Nov. 21. “The Man Who Rescued ‘the 
Captain,’ ” by Alice Sumner Lc Due, 
The Atlantic Monthly, Aug. 1947, clxxx, 
81, to W. Le Due. 

Dec. 15. Correspondence of Motley, 1889, 
n, 102; Morse, ii, 168. 

Dec. 26. Le Due, Atlantic Monthly, 1947, 
CLXXX, 81, to W. Le Due. 

1863. {N.d.j Life of Aldrich, 1908, p. 64. 

Jan. II. Le Due, Atlantic Monthly, 1947, 
CLXXX, 81, to W. Le Due. 

Apr. 4. Loyal National League, 1863, p. 55, 
to J. A. Stevens, Jr. 

Apr. 29. Morse, 1, 351; Weir Mitchell, 1929, 
p. 83 (misdated 1868). 

May 24. See page 457, Holmes, Oliver 
Wendell, Jr., 1863. 

May 25. Morse, ii, 24, to Dr. W. Hunt. 

June. Weir Mitchell, 1^2^, 

July 27. Le Due, Atlantic Monthly, 1947, 
CLXXX, 82, to W. Le Due. 

Aug. 17. Morse, i, 326, to Dr. G. W. 
Kemper. 

Aug. 26. Morse, i, 342. 

Aug. 28, John Lothrop Motley and His 
Family, 1910, p. 185. 

Sept. 13. “Oliver Wendell Holmes and the 
College of Physicians of Philadelphia,” 
by W. B. McDaniel, 2d, Transactions and 
Studies of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia, 4th ser., Apr. 1943, xi, 27. 

Nov. 15. Wilson, ii, 551, to Dr. J. Bigelow'. 

Dec. 14. See page 481, Questions in Nat¬ 
ural History, for tw^o letters of this date. 

Dec. 16. Fifty-Eighth Anniversary of the 
New England Society, 1864, p. 45. 

1864. [N.d.] See page 465, Letter from the Last 

Man. 


Jan. 28. The Drum-Beat, no. 4, p. 3, 

Feb. (During 1870 and for a few years 
thereafter, this letter appeared in the col¬ 
umns of many New York State papers 
in the advertisement of T. A. von Mosch- 
zisker. Letters to Holmes and Holmes’s 
draft of a letter to Dr. Moschzisker pro¬ 
testing this violation of professional ethics 
are in the Harvard Law Library together 
with clippings of the offending advertise¬ 
ment. See also Morse, i, 346.) 

Mar. 31. Morse, ii, 26, to F. A. Angell. 

Apr. 3. Letters of Emerson, 1939, v, 355. 
May 10. Findlay, Maryland Historical 
Magazine, 1938, xxxiii, 125. 

June 6. Memoir of Warren, 1886, p. 254. 
June 28. Morse, ii, 288, to J. F. Clarke. 

July 17. Fields, Century, 1895, xlix, 509; 
Authors and Friends, 1896, p. 125; Morse, 
II, 289. 

Sept. 22. The Boston Medical and Surgi¬ 
cal Journal, Feb. 7, 1889, exx, 141, to 
G. C. Shattuck; Morse, i, 353. 

Nov. II. Welcome to Goldwin Smith, 
1864, p. 50. 

Dec. 5. Quoted here; see page 289, Cham¬ 
bered Nautilus. 

Dec. 15. See page 447, Great Moral Ex¬ 
hibition. 

1865. Jan. 25. Morse, ii, 290, to J. F. Clarke. 

(N.d.j See page 469, Massachusetts Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 
Apr. 22. Morse, ii, 290, to W. Amory. 

July 22. Morse, i, 18, to C. Kellogg; see also 
page 360, No Time Like the Old Time, 
for portion not printed by Morse. 

July 30. Wilson, ii, 548, to G. Livermore. 
Aug. 3. Wilson, II, 548, to G. Livermore. 
-, Morse, i, 230, to J. R. Lowell. 

-, Holmes of the Breakjast-Table, 

1939, p. 76, to J. F. Clarke. 

Aug. 7. See page 457, Holmes, Oliver Wen¬ 
dell, Jr., 1865. 
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Oct. 10. Correspondence of Motley, 1889, 
II, 209; Morse, n, 173. 

Nov. 13. Life of Aldrich, 1908, p. 75, in 
part. 

1866. Feb. 5. Wilson, ii, 564, to T. MacAllistcr. 
Apr. 3. “Dr. Holmes Selects A mcrican 

Verse for an Anthology,” by John T. 
Flanagan, Journal of English and Ger¬ 
manic Philology, Apr. 1952, li, 193, to F. 
Locker-Lampson. 

May 4. First printed here, in part; see page 
301, Ether Monument. 

June 9. Morse, i, 327, to M. Sweetser, from 
unlocated newspaper. 

Sept. 8. Letters of John Murray Forbes, 
1899, ih 159- 

Dec. 16. Frederick^ Locl{er-Lampson, 1920, 
p. 94. 

1867. Jan. 26. Charles Godfrey Leland, 1906, i, 

292. 

Feb. 3. Wilson, 11, 654, to E. Sargent. 

Feb. II. Wilson, 11, 543, to G. W. Curtis, 
in part. 

Apr. 21. Testimonials, 1879, p. 33, to the 
Trustees of Cornell. 

May. Wilson, ii, 557, to The Atlantic 
Monthly, undated. 

June 16. Public Ledger Building, 1867, p. 

41- 

July 12. Wilson, 11, 533. 

Sept. 2. Arnold, First Editions, 1901,1^249, 

P- 43 * 

Oct. 23. Fields, Century, 1895, xlix, 512; 

Authors and Friends, 1896, p. 140; Morse, 

II, 292. 

Nov. 14. Sixty-Second Anniversary of the 
New England Society, 1868, p. 63. 

Nov. 17. Morse, ii, 223, to H. B. Stowe. 

Nov. 19. First printed here; see page 289, 
Chanson without Music. 

Dec. 9. Sellers, Yale Review, 1925, n.s., xiv, 

411- 

Dec. 28. Morse, i, 288, to J. Lindley. 


1868. [N.d.j Morse, 11, 245, to H. B. Stowe (an 
allusion to The Autocrat gives a date; 
misdated in Holmes, Representative 
Selections, 1939, p. 429). 

Jan. Elizabeth Cary Agassiz, 1919, p. 107. 
Jan. 4. Morse, i, 310, to A. P. Morse. 

Jan. 29. Morse, ii, 112, to J. R. Lowell. 

Mar 28. Morse, ii, 17, to R. G. White. 

July 7. “Two Oliver Wendell Holmes let¬ 
ters,” by Henry Viets ’16, The Ha rvurd 
Medical Alumni Association Bulletin, 

Jan. 1943, xvif, 33, to D. H. Storer; also 
as an oUprint. 

. Morse, i, 16, to T. W. Higginson. 
.\ug. 19. Wilson, II, 561, in part. 

Sept. 3. The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Feb. 7, 1889, exx, 141, to G. C. 
Shattuck. 

Sept. 27. Morse, ii, 19, to R. G. White 

Nov. 25. See page 489, Stereoscope. 

-. Wilson, II, 563, in part, date from 

original. 

Nov. 26. Morse, ii, in, to J. R. Lowell. 

First printed here in part; see page 

135- 

Dec. 6. Biographical Notice of Henry Mor¬ 
ton, 1892, p.58, to C. Sellers. 

Dec. 22. Sixty-Third Anniversary of the 
New England Society, 1869, p. 62, to 
E. C. Cowdin. 

Dec. 28. Morse, i, 24, to P. Barnes. 

(N.d.j Morse, i, 259, to S. W. Mitchell 

(acknowledging book on rattlesnake 
venom). 

1869. May 29. Morse, ii, 226, to H. B. Stowe. 

June. “Recollections of Dr. Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes,” by James Grant Wilson, 
The Criterion, Dec. 1902, in, 13. (This 
article is reprinted in Bool{ News Month¬ 
ly, Aug. 1909, XXVI, 903-6, with title, 
“Oliver Wendell Holmes, Some Personal 
Reminiscences.”) 

July 2. First printed here; see page 137. 

Ji^^y 3 * J- Wilson, Criterion, 1902, iii, 14. 
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July 10. Morse, ii, 294, to J. T. Fields. 

July 13. Arnold, Boof^s and Letters, 1901, 
#370, p. 92, to Waterston. 

July 17. Wilson, ii, 567, in part, to B. Tay¬ 
lor. 

July 18. Morse, n, 178, to J. L. Modey. 

July 20. Wilson, ii, 469, to “My Young 
Friend.” 

Sept. 12. “Thomas William Parsons, With 
Unpublished Poems by Dr. Parsons and 
Letters by Dr. Holmes,” by Maria S. Por¬ 
ter, The Century Magazine, Oct. 1901, 
LXii, 935, to T. W. Parsons. 

Sept. 25. Lije of Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
1890, p. 455; Morse, ii, 228. 

Sept. 26. Morse, ii, 183, to J. L. Motley. 

Oct. 4. First printed here; see page 137. 

Oct, 30. Letters of Emerson, 1939, vi, 79. 

Dec. 7. The Writer, Nov. 1894, vii, 169, to 
E. E. Hale; Morse, i, 328. 

[N.d.] J. Wilson, Criterion, 1902, iii, 13. 

Dec. 8. Morse, ii, 296, to F. H. Hedge. 

Dec. 26. South County Studies, 1924, p. 

[ixj. 

Dec. 28. Celebration of iiith Anniversary 
of Burns, 1870, p. 10. 

1870. Jan. 9. Morse, i, 329, to P. H. Hayne. 

Feb. 7. Morse, i, 219, to J. T. Fields. 

Mar. 8. Letters of Emerson, 1939, vi, no. 

Mar. 15. The Month at Goodspeed’s Book¬ 
shop, April 1936, vir, 254, in part; Wil¬ 
son, II, 569. 

Mar. 23. Morse, i, 329, to E. E. Hale. 

Apr. 3. Morse, ii, 186, to J. L. Motley. 

Apr. 18. Wilson, ii, 562, to F. Locker- 
Lampson. 

May 15. Morse, i, 259; Weir Mitchell, 1929, 

p. 85. 

June 6. See page 382, Rip Van Winkle, 
M.D. 

Aug. 18. Morse, i, 220, to J. T. Fields. 

Sept. 8. See page 464, Kennedy, John Pen¬ 
dleton. 

Oct. Wilson, II, 530, to R. C. Winthrop. 


Oct. 6. Wilson, ii, 570, to the Boston Jour¬ 
nal. 

Oct. 20. Autograph Collection, 1930, p. 226, 
to the Rt. Hon. Anthony John Mundella. 

-. Autograph Collection, 1930, p. 

227, to Mrs. R. Thorpe. 

Nov. 19. Morse, i, 346, to Dr. Sargent {see 
1864, Feb., above). 

[N.d.] Morse, i, 196, in part, to J. L. Mot¬ 
ley. 

Dec. 26. See page 297, Deacon’s Master¬ 
piece, The. 

1871. Jan. II. Unity of Italy, iSyi,p. 11. 

Jan. 24. Morse, ii, 4, to Mrs. A. Gray. 

[N.d.] Where American Independence Be¬ 
gan, 1902, p. 204, to E. S. Quincy. 

Feb. 16. Sellers, Yale Review, 1925, n.s., 

XIV, 412. 

Feb. 24. Morse, ii, loi, to Dr. F. Barker. 
Mar. 10. Morse, i, 283, to P. Barnes. 

Mar. 19. John Bellows, 1904, p. 21. 

Mar. 22. Morse, ii, 113, to J. R. Lowell. 

Mar. 27. Morse, ii, 12; Weir Mitchell, 
1929, p. 142. 

Mar. 30. Morse, ii, 14; Weir Mitchell, 
1929, p. 144. 

Apr. 3. Where American Independence Be¬ 
gan, 1902, p. 162, to E. S. Quincy. 

June 25. “Oliver Wendell Holmes, Some 
Letters and Reminiscences,” by George 
Stewart, Self Culture, June 1899, ix, 417. 
Aug. 14. See page 485, Scott. 

Aug. 24. Fields, Century, 1895, xlix, 513; 

Authors and Friends, 1896, p. 142. 

Sept. 25. Morse, ii, 230, to H. B. Stowe. 

Nov. 12. Morse, i, 343. 

Nov. 13. ATtio\d,FirstEditions, 1901,^185, 
p. 32. 

Dec. 17. Reception to Bolder, 1872, p. 59. 

Dec. 22, Morse, ii, 190, to J. L. Modey. 

1872. (Jan., H. G. i8ii-i8y2, 1872, p. 59, to J. 

Johnson. 

Jan. 29. Arnold, BooJ^s and Letters, 1901, 
#371, p, 92, to Osgood & Co. 
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[N.d,] “A Bundle of Old Letters (The Le- 
land Papers),” by Elizabeth Robins Pen¬ 
nell, The Atlantic Monthly, Mar. 1905, 
xcv, 312; Charles Godfrey Leland, 1906, 
I, 406 (here headed with the impossible 
address “Charles St. 1872”; the letter re¬ 
fers to the new house and also to the first 
two installments of The Poet and so must 
be headed 296 Beacon St. and dated Jan. 
or Feb. 1872). 

Feb. II. Fields, Century, 1895, 511; 

Morse, ii, 286, incorrectly dated 1862 in 
both; Authors and Friends, 1896, p. 142, 
correctly dated. 

Mar. 31. Wilson, ii, 572, to J. R. Osgood. 

-. Morse, ii, 232, to H. B. Stowe. 

Apr. 10. Arnold, First Editions, 1901, #262, 
p. 45, in part, to Osgood & Co. 

Apr. 14. Morse, ii, 298, to J. F. Clarke. 

Apr. 17. Wilson, ii, 540, 

May 20. Wilson, ii, 572. 

July 6. Morse, i, 330, to C. Kellogg. 

July 30. Pulse of Health, 1872, to J. F. Paul, 
in facsimile on last page of advertising 
matter. 

Aug. 28. Morse, ii, 194, to J. L. Motley. 

Sept. 30. See page 475, Occasional Poet. 

Oct. 27. Morse, ii, 299, to C. Kellogg. 

Nov. 16. Morse, ii, 195, to J. L. Modey. 

Dec. Morse, i, 254, to J. L. Motley. 

1873. [N.d.] 1873, p. 19. 

Jan. 14. Frederic^ Lod^er-Lampson, 1920, 
p. 96. 

Jan. 28. See page 493, Tyndall. 

Feb. 15. Morse, i, 338, to J. L. Motley. 

Feb. 21. Fields, Century, 1895, xlix, 513; 
Authors and Friends, 1896, p. 143. 

Feb. 22. See page 430, Bartlett, Dr. Elisha. 

Mar. 18. McDaniel, Transactions of Col- 
lege of Physicians, Philadelphia, 1943, xi, 
27, to J. G. Richardson. 

Apr. 14. Morse, i, 349, to Dr. J. C. Warren. 

May 25. South County Studies, 1924, p. 

(Xiij. 


Aug. 17. The Gleaner (Woodstock, Conn.), 
Aug. 1910 (information from C. W. 
Bowen’s History of Woodstock^, 1926, i, 
428; the letter was read at the dedication 
of the Woodstock Academy building, 
Aug. 21, 1873). 

Aug. 26. Morse, ii, 199, to J. L. Modey. 
Nov. 3, 5, 7, 13, 21, 24. Life of Augustin 
Daly, 1917, pp. 150-52. 

1874. Jan. II. South County Studies, 1924, p. 

[Xii]. 

Feb. 28. See page 282, Bohemian Club. 

May 18. Correspondence of Motley, 1889, 
II, 378; Morse, ii, 204. 

July 12. See page 470, Medicine and litera¬ 
ture. 

July 26. Morse, ii, 208, to J. L. Motley. 
Aug. I. History of the Blacky Bear, 1874, p. 
15; Guide to the Ridge Hill Farms, 1877, 

P- 55 * 

Oct. 10. Wilson, II, 574, to F. Locker-Lamp- 
son, in part. 

Oct. 29. “Atlantic Dinners and Diners,” by 
Arthur Gilman, The Atlantic Monthly, 
Nov. 1907, c, 715. 

Nov. 3. Wilson, ii, 591, to B. Taylor. 

Dec. 19. “Concord Summons the Poets,” 
by Arthur E. Bestor, The New England 
Quarterly, 1933, vi, 603; Letters of Emer¬ 
son, 1939, VI, 267. 

Dec. 21. Morse, ii, 212, to J. L. Motley. 

Dec. 23. Morse, ii, 102, to S. W. Mitchell. 

1875. Jan. 3. The Native Races, 1876, p. 16. 

Jan. 15. McDaniel, Transactions of the Col¬ 
lege of Physicians, Philadelphia, 1943, xi, 
28, to W. W. Keen. 

Jan. 28. Morse, i, 63, to J. R. Lowell. 

Feb. I. Wilson, ii, 604, to W. D. Howells. 
Feb. 19. Morse, ii, 233, to H. B, Stowe. 

-. “An Unpublished Letter of Oliver 

Wendell Holmes,” by R. G. Kent, Ameri¬ 
can Literature. Nov. 1948, xx, 335, to 
L. C. Kent. 
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Mar. 19. Bestor, New England Quarterly, 
i933> VI, 605. 

Apr. 18. Morse, ii, 214, to J. L. Motley. 

[May.] Arnold, Boo\s and Letters, 1901, 
^367, p. 91, to J. R. Osgood. 

May 2. See page 448, Harvard Club of San 
Francisco. 

-. Morse, i, 323, to N. Appleton. 

May 24. See page 478, Phillips Academy. 

May 27. Wilson, ii, 579, to F. H. Peabody. 

June 8. Wilson, ii, 529, in part. 

[N.d.j James Russell Lowell and His 
Friends, 1899, p, 119, to J. R. Lowell. 

July 8. See page 4^1, Daniels, George. Wil¬ 
son, II, 593, to G. Daniels. 

July 10. Morse, n, 37, to Dr, S. Wilks. 

Aug. 9. Printed in part here; see page 311, 
Grandmother’s Story. 

Sept. 18. Edgar Allan Foe, 1877, p. 79, in 
facsimile. 

Sept. 21. Wilson, ii, 577. 

Sept. 28. Morse, ii, 114, to J. R. Lowell. 

[N.d.] Life of Bayard Taylor, 1884, ii, 673. 

Oct. 7. “Who Were ‘The Boys’? Unpub¬ 
lished Holmes Letter Gives New Data,” 
The Earlhamite, Alumni Magazine of 
Earlham College, Indiana, Apr. 1941, 

LXii, 9. 

Nov. 9. Laurel Leaves, 1876, p. [viij, in 
facsimile. 

-. Wilson, II, 580, to J. R. Osgood; 

quoted here, see Appendix 7, Laurel 
Leaves, 1876. 

Nov. II. Morse, i, 331, to Mrs. S. Sher¬ 
wood. 

Dec. 16. See page 463, Jackson, Dr. John 
Davies. 

[N.d.j The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Nov. 18, 1875, vol. xciii, in ad¬ 
vertising matter, letter on new portrait 
of Longfellow quoted (possibly to be 
found also on a publisher’s advertising 
circular). 


1876. [N.d.] 5 ^-^ page 428, Authorship. 

Jan. 8. Ufe of Harriet Beecher Stowe, 1889, 
p. 408. 

Feb, 14. “Dr. Holmes and Old Ironsides,” 
by James Grant Wilson, The Boo\man, 
May 1904, XIX, 317. 

Feb. 18. Morse, ii, 216, to J. L. Motley. 
Mar. 3. Morse, ii, 238, to H. B. Stowe. 
Mar. 21. Morse, 11,115, to J. R. Lowell. 
Mar. 22. Morse, i, 332, to Dr. J. C. Warren. 
May 8. Morse, ii, 218, to J. L. Motley. 

-. Morse, ii, 243, to H. B. Stowe. 

May 12. First printed here; see page 323, 
How the Old Horse Won the Bet. 

-. Morse, ii, 148, to J. W. Kimball. 

May 16. Wilson, ii, 583 (belongs on p. 

585)- 

June 15. Morse, i, 333, to C. E. Norton. 
Sept. See page 462, Jackson, J. B. S,, 1876. 
Sept. 16. Reprinted here, see page 78. 

-. Arnold, Boo\s and Letters, 1901, 

#372, p. 93, to J. R. Osgood. 

Oct. 29. Wilson, II, 486, to F. Moore. 

(N.d.j The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Dec. 28, 1876, vol. xciv, in ad¬ 
vertising matter, about a portrait of 
Bryant (probably to be found elsewhere). 

1877. Jan. 8. First printed here; see page 322, 
How Not to Settle It. 

Feb. 3. Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 417. 
Mar. I. Wilson, ii, 585, to H. O. Houghton 
{see page 166). 

Mar. 14. Correspondence of Motley, 1889, 

II, 403 (quoted here, p.ige 167); Morse, 

ii, 221. 

Apr, II. Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 
418. 

-. Morse, i, 312, to P. H. Hayne. 

May 5. Memorial of FitZ'Greene Hcilec\, 
1877, p. 40, formal note. 

June 8. Morse, ii, 308, to J. O. Sargent. 

June 17. John Lothrop Motley and His 

Family, 1910, p. 305. 
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July II, Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 
418. 

Aug. 12. Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 
418. 

Nov. 12. First printed here; see page 164. 

Dec. 4. Seventy-Second Anniversary of the 
New England Society, 1878, p. 62, to D. 
Appleton. 

Dec. 22, McDaniel, Transactions of the 
College of Physicians, Philadelphia, 1943, 
XI, 29, to J. G. Richardson. 

Dec. 24. Song-Captives, 1883, facing p, iv, 
in facsimile. 

Dec. 25. Morse, n, 117, to J. R. Lowell. 

1878. Jan. I. The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Dec. 13, 1894, cxxxi, 586, to C. 
B. Porter. 

Jan. 26. Morse, i, 235, to J. O. Sargent. 

Feb. 3. Morse, 11, 54, to J. O. Sargent. 

Peb. 9. Arnold, First Editions, 1901, #288, 
p. 49. 

Feb. 16. First printed here in part; see page 
547 - 

Feb. 19. Morse, i, 236, personal letter to J. 
O. Sargent. 

. See page 406, Two Sonnets; public 
letter to J. O. Sargent; Morse, i, 236. 

Feb. 26. Morse, i, 238, to J. O. Sargent. 

Mar. 3. Lothrop Motley and His 

Family, 1910, p. 306. 

Mar. 6. The New Yor\ Times, Mar. 21, 
1878. 

--. Morse, i, 239, to J. O. Sargent. 

Mar. 9. Morse, i, 233, to W. Amory. 

Apr, 16. Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 
419 - 

May 13. Frederick Loc\er-Lampson, 1920, 

P- 97 ) in part. 

May 27. Wilson, n, 457, to Burnham*s 
Book Store. 

June. Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 419. 

June. His Last Letters,” Providence Jour¬ 
nal, June 13, 1908, to E. B. Carpenter. 

June II, See page 255. 


June 19. Pickard, Life of Whittier, 1894, 
II, 640; Morse, 11, 303, to J. G. Whittier. 

July 18. Howe, Yale Review, 1918, vii, 576, 
to J. T. Fields; Memories of a Hostess, 
1922, p. 49. 

Aug. 15. Le Due, Atlantic Monthly, 1947, 
CLXXX, 83, to W. Le Due. 

Aug. 31. Wilson, II, 475, to P. H. Hayne, 
in part. 

Sept. 17. See page 447, Gold Pen. 

Morse, i, 284, to W. R. Sturtevant. 

Sept. 22. Morse, ii, 119, to J. R. Lowell. 

Oct. 5. First printed here; see page 175. 

Oct. 10. Pickard, Life of Whittier, 1894, 
II, 643; Morse, ii, 305, to J. G. Whittier. 

Oct. 13. First Editions, 1901,^293, 

p. 50, to R. C. Winthrop. 

(N.d.j Morse, ii, 53, to Lady Harcourt. 

[N.d.j See page 459, Indexing. 

(N.d.j Curtis, Memoir of Benjamin Rob¬ 
bins Curtis. 1879, I, 34, to G. T. Curtis. 


u/y. ). vv ll2>on, 








Jan. Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 419. 
Jan. I. Wilson, ii, 588; quoted here, page 

174- 

Jan. 16. Collecting American First Edi¬ 
tions, 1930, p. 134, in facsimile, 

Jan. 24. Morse, ii, 148, to J. W. Kimball, 
Mar. 19, Morse, i, 323, to T. Appleton. 

Apr. 2. Proceedings at a Reception in 
Honoi- of the Rev. O. B. Frothingham, 
1879) P- 54 ) to F. Fuller. 

May 8. Printed here; see page 329, In Re¬ 
sponse. 

May 9. Memorial Oration in Honor of 
Ephraim McDowell, 1879, p. 69, to L. S. 
McMurtry. 

May 13. Morse, ii, 122, to J. R. Lowell. 

June See page 177. 

July 6. Morse, ii, 256, to E. S. P. Ward. 
July 29. Morse, i, 359, to F, Bartlett. 

Aug. 31. Morse, n, 257, to E. S. P. Ward. 
Sept. I. See page 464, King’s Chapel. 

Sept. 27. Morse, ii, 258, to E. S. P. Ward. 
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Oct. i8. Arnold, Bool{s and Letters, 1901, 
#373, p. 93, to Houghton, Osgood & Co. 

Oct. 19. Providence Journal, June 13,1908, 
to E. B. Carpenter. 

Oct. 29. Morse, ii, 260, to E. S. P. Ward. 

[Dec.] Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 420. 

Dec. 4. Morse, 11,123, to J. R. Lowell. 

Dec. 6. “Memories of Authors: Oliver 
Wendell Holmes,” by William Winter, 
The Saturday Evening Post, July 18, 
1908, p. 19; Old Friends, 1909, p. 121. 

-. Morse, 11, 300, to Bishop Lee. 

Dec. 9. Seventy-Fourth Anniversary of the 
New England Society, 1880, p. 87, to J. 
M. Fiske. 

Dec. 10. Morse, ii, 261, to E. S. P. Ward, 

Dec. 13. Noah Porter, 1893, p. 186. 

Dec. 14. Morse, ii, 43, to W. D. Howells. 

-. Old Cambridge, 1899, p. 81, to 

T. W. Higginson. 

Dec. 16. Burns Celebration, 1880, p. 4, to 
H. H. Pawson. 

Dec. 26. Morse, n, 306, to G. A. James. 

1880. [N.d.] Story of Chicago, 1892, p. 478, in 
advertising matter, concerning Piatt’s 
American Poets and Art, 1880. 

Jan. 21. South County Studies, 1924, p. 

[xiV]. 

Feb. 14. Printed here; see pages 179-80. 

-, Thoughts and Experiences, 1900, 

p. 285. 

Feb. 25. Morse, ii, 125, to J. R. Lowell. 

Mar. 15. “A Letter from Dr. Holmes,” by 
Isabella Graham Murdock, St. Nicholas, 
Dec. 1896, XXIV, 123, with facsimile, p. 
124. 

Mar, 21. See page 181; Ives, p. i86. 

Mar. 31. See page 444, Edwards, Jonathan. 

Apr. 23. Wilson, ii, 594. 

May 2. Providence Journal, June 13, 1908, 
to E. B. Carpenter. 

May 4. Art of Correspondence [18811, p. 
80, to Mrs. Watrous. 

May 17. Morse, ii, 254, to H. B. Stowe. 


July 8. McDaniel, Transactions of the Col- 
lege of Physicians, Philadelphia, 1943, xi, 
29, to J. G. Richardson. 

July 24. Centennial Edition, Sidney Lanier, 
1945, X, 217. 

Aug. II. Centennial Edition, Sidney Lan¬ 
ier, 1945, X, 222. 

Sept. 6. Isabella Stewart Gardner, 1925, p. 

57 - 

Oct. 16. Poet Among the Hills, 1895, p. 47, 
to Berkshire Press Club. 

Oct. 18. See page 438, Carriage Builders* 
National Association. 

Nov. 5. See page 369, Our Home—Our 
Country. 

Nov. 20. See page 479, Poet to the Chil¬ 
dren, The. 

[Nov.] 28. The New Yorl^ Times, May 7, 
1881, as from the Indianapolis Journal, to 
T. Parvin. (The letter is dated Dec. 28, 
n.y., and refers to a meeting of the Sat> 
urday Club which took place the day be¬ 
fore. The letter also refers to James Rus¬ 
sell Lowell as Ambassador to England; 
the year has then to be 1880. In 1880, 
however, there was no December meet¬ 
ing of the Club, the last Saturday being 
Christmas Day. On the assumption that 
the printed date contains only one error, 
the letter is assigned to November 28.) 

Nov. 30. See page 456, Holmes, Abicl, 
1880. 

Dec. 23. Thoughts and Experiences, 1900, 
p.293. 

1881. Jan. 7. Wilson, II, 479, to Sir Edwin Arnold. 

Jan. 17. Morse, ii, 127, to J. R. Lowell. 

-. Wilson, II, 598, to C.D. Warner, in 

part. 

Jan. 20. Conway, Autobiography, 1904, i, 
384, in facsimile. 

Mar. 6. Pickard, Ufe of Whittier, 1894, n, 
667; Morse, ii, 307, to J. G. Whittier. 

Apr. See page 480, Public libraries. 

Apr. 6. Morse, n, 309, to J. F. Clarke. 
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[Apr. 24.] James T. Fields, 1881, p. 262, to 
A. Fields. 

{May.] Quoted here; page 17. 

[N.d.j “Oliver Wendell Holmes,” by Ed¬ 
ward Everett Hale, The Youth’s Com- 
panion, June 24, 1897, lxxi, 296. 

June. Records of Oxford, 1894, p. 200, to 
Mrs. Freeland, in part. 

June 3. See page 439, Chase, Mary. 

July 2. Le Due, Atlantic Monthly, 1947, 
CLxxx, 84, to W. Le Due. 

July 18. Pennell, Atlantic Monthly, 1905, 
xcv, 313; Charles Godfrey Leland, 11, 116. 

July 25. Morse, ii, 129, to J. R. Lowell. 

Aug. 3. Le Due, Atlantic Monthly, 1947, 
CLXXX, 84, to W. Le Due, 

Sept. 15. “A Letter from Oliver Wendell 
Holmes,” by Kate Milner Rabb, 5 /. 
Nicholas, Mar. 1902, xxix, 441, in fac¬ 
simile. 

Oct. II. John Bellows, 1904, p. 48. 

Oct. 18. Pickard, Life of Whittier, 1894, 
674; Morse, ii, 77, to J. G. Whittier. 

Nov. Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 420. 

Nov. I. First printed here; see pages 61-2. 

-. Morse, i, 313, to P. H. Hayne. 

Nov. 12. Porter, Century, 1901, lxii, 935, 
to T. W. Parsons. 

Nov. 16. Howe, Yale Review, 1918, vii, 
578, to Mrs. Fields; Memories of a Hos- 
tess, 1922, p. 50. 

Nov. 23. The Sword and the Fen, Dec. 10, 
1881, no. 4, p. [I]. 

Nov. 26. Proceedings of the Second Annual 
Meeting of the New England Society 
(Brooklyn), 1882, p, 57, to A. P. Putnam. 

[N.d.] “Breakfast with ‘The Autocrat* at 
His Own Table,” by Edward Bok, The 
Ladies’ Home Journal, Feb. 1905, p. 4; 
Americanization of Edward Bol(, 1920, 
P- 35 - 

1882. Jan. 9. First printed here; see page 171. 

Jan. 21. See page 481, Rabelais Club, 

[Feb.] See pages 270-71, Alma Mater. 


Mar. 18. Letters of Dr. John Brown, 1907, 
P- 359 * 

-. Morse, ii, 102, to J. R. Lowell; a 

passage omitted by Morse is in Holmes 
of the Breakjast-Table, 1939, p. 144. 

Mar. 28. Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, 

420. 

Apr. I. See page 465, Longfellow. 

Apr. 24. Thoughts and Experiences, 1900, 
p. 301. 

May 13. Weir Mitchell, 1929, p. 198, mis¬ 
dated May 18. 

June 2. Letters of Dr. John Brown, 1907, 
p.358. 

July 2. Life of John Boyle O’Reilly, 1891, 

p.2r4. 

July 5. Providence Journal, June 13, 1908. 

July 9. Porter, Century, 1901, lxii, 935, to 
T. W. Parsons. 

Aug. 19. Morse, i, 340. 

Sept. 16. “Recollections of Noted Men. 1 . 
Holmes,” by Eliza S. Sinclair, Detroit 
Free Press, Nov. 4, 1894, pt. 2, p. 12; 
Morse, i, 314. 

Sept. 19. Wilson, ii, 461, to M. Smith. 

Sept. 23. Sinclair, Detroit Free Press, Nov. 
4, 1894; Morse, ii, 103. 

Oct. 4. Morse, i, 352, to S. W. Mitchell. 

Oct. 9. Morse, ii, 47. 

[N.d.] Morse, ii, 47. 

Oct, 14. See page 461, Irish, The. 

Nov. 6. See page 488, Spencer, Herbert, 
1882. 

Nov. 16. Howe, Yale Review, 1918, vii, 
577, to Mrs. Fields; Memories of a Hos¬ 
tess, 1922, p. 50. 

Dec. Morse, ii, 68, to C. Kellogg. 

Dec. I. See page 487, Some of My Early 
Teachers. 

Dec. 2. See page 487, Some of My Early 
Teachers (Wilson, ii, 602, prints original, 
slighdy different text). 

-. Wilson, II, 605, in part. 
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Dec. 29. The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Dec. 13, 1894, cxxxi, 585, to 
C. B. Porter. 

1883. [N.d.] See page 475, Niagara Falls. 

Jan. 13. Morse, i, 260; Weir Mitchell, 1929, 
p. 199, 

Jan. 20. Wilson, ii, 596, to B. A. Gould. 

-. Morse, ii, 151, to J. W. Kimball. 

Jan. 25. Morse, ii, 309, to Bishop Lee. 

Feb, 20. Winter, Saturday Evening Post, 
July 18, 1908, p. 20, in part; Old Friends, 
1909, p. 125. 

Feb. 24. Morse, i, 244, to J. R. Lowell. 

Mar. I. Quaker of the Olden Time, 1898, 
p. 13. 

-. Morse, i, 261; Weir Mitchell, 1929, 

p. 200. 

Mar. 15. Morse, i, 261. 

Mar. 18. See page 492, Trees, 1883. 

Apr. I. Thoughts and Experiences, 1900, 
P* 329 - 

May II. Morse, i, 262. 

May 30. Men I Have Known, 1897, p. 156, 
facsimile; Wilson, n, 595. 

June 5. See pages 468-69, Massachusetts 
Medical Society, 1883. 

Aug. 29. Morse, ii, 58, to A. Ireland. 

-. Morse, ii, 131, to J. R. Lowell. 

fN.d.] Morse, i, 200, to J. O. Sargent. 

Sept. 14. Proceedings at a Banquet to the 
Hon. Marshall Pinc^^ney Wilder, 1883, 

p.lOI. 

Nov. 30. Commemoration of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society, 1884, p. 61. 

Dec. 31. Wilson, ii, 627; quoted here, page 
384, Saturday Club. 

-. Guild, A Chat About Celebrities, 

1897, p. 99, to C. Guild. 

1884. Jan. J. Wilson, Criterion, 1902, in, 14. 

(The letter is dated Feb. in a reprint of 
Wilson’s article, Boof^ News Monthly, 
Aug. 1909, xxiv, 904.) 

Jan. 31. page 428, Authorship. 


Feb. 9. Morse, ii, 59, to J. F. Clarke. 

Mar. 18. Wilson, ii, 608, to “My dear 
young Lady.” 

Mar. 21. Findlay, Maryland Historictd 
Magazine, 1938, xxxixi, 126. 

May 8. Critic, Aug. 30, 1884, v (n.s., 11), 
97, in facsimile. 

May II. See page 498, Zoan. 

May 22. Poet Among the Hills, 1895, p. 94, 
to F. Brewster. 

May 26. Boston Journal, May 30, 1884, to 
H. H. Edes. 

June 6. Memoir of Jonathan Mason War¬ 
ren, 1886, p. 254. 

July II. Morse, ii, 60, to C. D. Warner. 

July 16. Proceedings at the Presentation of 
a Portrait of Whittier, 1885, p. 81. 

Aug. 3. John Rus^ins Letters to Francesca, 
1931* P- 393 - 

Aug. 31. Critic, 1884, V, 109 (manuscript 
drafts of this letter are in the Harvard 
Holmes collection; the final letter is in 
the Morgan Library). 

Sept, I. New-Yor\ Tribune, Sept. 2, 1884; 
Critic, 1884, V, 109. 

Sept. 16. Isabella Stewart Gardner, 1925, p. 

87. 

Oct. 9. Morse, n, 60, to Ellen Emerson. 

(N.d.j From the Hudson to the Yosemite, 

1884, p. 8, in facsimile. 

Nov. Quoted here, see page 196. 

Nov. 28. History of the Ordination of Caleb 
D. Bradlee, 1885, p. jiij. 

Dec. 8. Morse, i, 286, to J. Dorr, 

Dec. 13. Morse, i, 308, to J. R. Lowell. 

Dec. 17. Who Wrote ‘'The Bunding Bair? 
1884 (one-page advertising leaflet. Funk 
& Wagnalls, Publishers, 10 and 12 Dcy 
Street, New York). 

1885. Jan. J. Wilson, Criterion, 1902, in, 14. 

Jan. I. Morse, i, 195, to C. Kellogg. 

Jan. 15. Morse, n, 62, to A. Ireland. 

Jan, 24, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 

1885, p. 21. 
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Jan, 28. John Bellows, 1904, p. 55. 

Feb. 4. See page 430, Barker, Dr. Fordyce. 
Feb. 18. The Bowdoin Longfellow 

Memorial Number, Feb. ly, 1885, xiv, 
209. 

Mar. 24. Literary Pilgrimages in New Eng¬ 
land, 1902, p. 287, in facsimile, to Boston 
Daily Advertiser. 

Mar. 25. Weir Mitchell, 1929, p. 201. 

Mar. 27. Century-Old Concern [191O], p. 
32, in facsimile. 

Apr. 27. 5 ^’^’ page 460, International Copy¬ 
right, 1885. 

Apr. 29. Morse, n, 78, to J. R. Lowell. 

May 20. Morse, ii, 133, to f. R. Lowell. 

June 9. Cornell University, 1885, p. 7, to 

A. D. White. 

Aug. 5. Wilson, n, 616; see pages 339-41, 
Lowell, 1885. 

Sept. 2. Morse, ii, 76, to J. R. Lowell, G. W. 

Curtis, and C. E. Norton. 

Sept. 3. Wilson, ii, 610, to E. Gosse (this 
letter had been previously printed in part, 
however; The Critic, Dec. i, 1894, xxv, 
382, credits it to an article by Gosse, “An 
English View of the ‘Autocrat,’ ’’ in The 
St. James Gazette). 

Sept. 7. Reunion of the Schoolmates of 
Whittier, 1886, p. 10. 

Sept. 15. Wilson, ii, 612, to W. C. Bam- 
burgh. 

Oct. 7. Morse, i, 221, to J. R. Lowell. 

Oct. 21. Proceedings at the Dedication of 
the Fountain on Eaton Square, 1886, p. 
53, to N. Capen. 

Oct. 29. Wilson, II, 504, to E. Gosse. 

Nov. 23. Wilson, ii, 614, to E. P. Whipple. 
Nov. 25. South County Studies, 1924, p. 

IXV]. 

Dec. 2, Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, 4 ^°- 

Dec. 26. Annual Dinner of the Typothetae, 
1886, p. 5. 

[N.d.] Morse, i, 197, to C. Kellogg. 

[N.d.] Morse, i, 354, to W. C. Winslow. 


1886. Jan. 10. Morse, 11, 79, to F, H. Hedge. 

Jan. 18. Wilson, ir, 615. 

Jan. 22. See page 442, Dentistry. 

Feb. 3. Wilson, ii, 617. 

Feb. 4. See page 321, Holmes Hospital. 
Feb. 8. First printed here; see page 203. 
Feb. 10. Wilson, ii, 525. 

Feb. 11. South County Studies, 1924, p. 

[XV,. 

Feb. 13. Wilson, ii, 468. 

Feb. 24. Wilson, 11, 617. 

Mar. 5. “The Romantic ’90s,” by Richard 
Le Gallienne, The Saturday Evening 
Post, Apr. 25, 1925, p. 24. 

Apr. 5. Morse, i, 267, to A. Ireland. 

Apr. 17. Frederick^ Loc\er-Lampson, 1920, 
p. 98. 

Apr. 20. Morse, ii, 104, to J. F. Clarke. 

Apr. 22. Morse, ii, 2, to G. A. James. 

Aug. 20. John Lothrop Motley and His 
Family, 1910, p. 307. 

Sept. 16. Wilson, ii, 624. 

Oct. 13. Stewart, Self Culture, 1899, ix, 421. 
Dec. 4. Morse, i, 334. 

1887. Jan. 10. Year Boo\ of the Holland Society, 

1887, p. 151; Boston Journal, Oct. 13, 
1894; Morse, i, 13, in part, to G. W. Van 
Siclen. 

Jan. 14. Wilson, ii, 626 (this and the letters 
accompanying it— see Apr. 25, Nov. 9, 
Nov. 23, and Jan. 15, 1888—are all mis¬ 
placed; they belong at p. 622). 

Jan. 22. Year Boo\ of the Holland Society. 
1887, p. 151; Morse, i, 13, misdated, 1889, 
to G. W. Van Siclen. 

Jan. 31. Wilson, ii, 606, to C. Gayarre, in 
part. 

Feb. 20. Wilson, ii, 622, to F. H. Under¬ 
wood. 

Mar. 3. John Rusl^in s Letters to Francesca, 
1931, p. 403, to J. Ruskin. 

Apr. 25. Wilson, ii, 626, misdated Apr. 23 
and misplaced, see Jan. 14 above; see page 
321, Holmes Hospital. 
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[Spring.] “My Autographs of the ‘Auto¬ 
crat,’** by J. Macdonald Oxley, Toronto 
Wee\, Nov. 9, 1894, three letters written 
shortly after Oxley’s visit to Holmes in 
February 1887. 

May 15. Morse, ii, 311, to J. O. Sargent. 

May 20. Wilson, ii, 633, to Mrs, Metcalf. 

June 5. Sellers, Yale Review, 1925, xiv, 413, 

June6. Portland [Conn.] Record,Oct. [I3], 
1894 (clipping in scrapbook, Boston Med¬ 
ical Library). 

June 17. Wilson, ii, 606, to Ernst. 

July 18. Bulletin of the Academy of Medi¬ 
cine, Toronto, Apr. 1938, vol. xi, facing p. 
[I4I] in facsimile, to N. A. Powell. 

Aug. 17. Recollections, 1890, p. 206; Story 
of the Memorial Fountain, 1890, p. 22; 
see page 215. 

Sept. 4. Morse, ii, 80, to T. Dwight. 

Sept. 15. Wilson, ii, 621, to F. J. Garrison; 
see page 215. 

Sept. 22. “Literary Affairs in Boston,” by 
M. A. DeWolfe Howe, The Bool(-Buyer, 
Nov. 1894, XI, 481; Morse, i, 335, to M. A. 
DeW. Howe. 

Oct. Morse, ii, 73, to S. W. Mitchell, ex¬ 
cerpt only. 

Oct. 3. Testimonial to Paine and Burgess, 
1887, p. [I5I], to H. O’Brien. 

Oct. 28. The Boyhood of Famous Authors, 
1897, inserted between pages 2 and 3, in 
facsimile, to W. H. Rideing. 

Nov. I. See page 211. 

Nov. 3. After Wor\, 1904, p. 77. 

Nov. 23. Wilson, ii, 626; see Jan. 14 above. 

[N.d.] See page 460, International Copy¬ 
right, 1887. 

Dec. Morse, ii, 73, to Mrs. Priestly. 

Dec. 3. Providence Journal, June 13, 1908, 
to £. B. Carpenter. 

1888. Jan. 9. Weir Mitchell, 1929, p. 201. 

Jan. 15. Wilson, ii, 626; misplaced, see 
1887, Jan. 14. 

Jan. 19. Wilson, ii, 625, to Thompson. 


Mar. 17. See pages 428-29, Autobiography, 

Mar. 24. page 220. 

May 3. Wilson, 11,578. 

May 4. Morse, ii, 261, to E. S. P. Ward, 

May 16. Wilson, 11, 613, to H. B. M. Wat¬ 
son. 

May 23. Morse, i, 280, to P, Brooks. 

June 4. Pennell, Atlantic Monthly, 1905, 
xcv, 314 (not reprinted in the book).* 

June 20. Morse, ii, 71, to S. May. 

July 13. Wilson, ii, 473, 

July 18. Wilson, ii, 507, to E. C. Stedman. 

July 19. Morse, ii, 134, to J. R. Lowell. 

Aug. 10. Morse, ii, 69, in part; John Bel¬ 
lows, 1904, p. 74. 

Nov. 16. Morse, ii, 312, to J. O. Sargent. 

Dec. 3. See page 450, Harvard Dental 
School, 1889; Morse, i, 336. 

Dec. II. Holmes of the Breahjast-Table, 
1939, p. 149, to C. W. Eliot. 

Dec. 17. Arnold, Boohs and Letters, 1901, 
#374, p. 94; Wilson, II, 648, to R. C. Win- 
throp, in part. 

1889. Jan. I. page 212. 

Jan. 2.1. See page 289, Chambered Nautilus; 
Morse, i, 225. 

(Jan. 22. The letter in Morse, i, 13, is mis¬ 
dated 1889, see 1887,) 

Jan. 23. See page 433, Boston Medical Li¬ 
brary Association, 1889. 

Feb. 7. John Lothrop Motley and His 
Family, 1910, p. 308. 

Feb. 10. Morse, 11,80, to J. O. Sargent. 

Feb. 15. See page 466, Lowell, 1889. 

Apr. 13. Morse, ii, 263, to E. S. P. Ward. 

Apr. 18. Morse, ii, 27, to L. I. Guiney. 

Apr. 30. Story of a Lifetime, 1908, p. 289. 

• The letter is in answer to one from Leland, May 
1888, offering Holmes £20 for a contribution to the 
proposed “Dictionary of Slang” to be edited by Le¬ 
land. Holmes felt that nothing he had to offer on the 
subject could be worth that much money; a very 
hasty skimming of the published dictionary showed 
nothing by Holmes. 
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July 15. Introduction to the Study of Amer¬ 
ican Literature, 1896, p, [I751, in fac¬ 
simile (evidently the original from which 
the forgery of this date in Wilson, n, 458, 
was made; see page 499). 

Sept. 2. Pickard, Life of Whittier, 1894, 11, 
741; Morse, ii, 82 and 313; to J. G. Whit¬ 
tier. 

Nov. I. Morse, i, 355, to J. Dorr. 

[Dec. 25.] Story of a Lifetime, 1908, p. 289. 

Dec. 29. Louis Chandler Moulton, 1911, p. 
164, and in facsimile. 

[N.d.j Where American Independence Be¬ 
gan, 1902, p. 198. 

1890. Jan. Morse, ii, 82, to F. Barker, excerpt. 

Jan, 22. Portraits and Autographs, 1890, p. 
[58], to W. T. Stead. 

Feb. 5. Wil son, II, 635, to Mrs. Homans; 
see page 421, Wycliffe. 

Feb. II. See page 248. 

Feb. 20. Wilson, ii, 634, to F. Rathbone, in 
part. 

Mar. 15. Morse, ii, 82, to J. O. Sargent. 

[N.d.] George W. Childs, 

May 15. See page 460, Internationa! Copy¬ 
right, 1890. 

May 30. Morse, ii, 84, to E. S. P. Ward. 

June 5. “American Medical Argonauts: 
Pupils of Pierre Charles Alexandre 
Louis,” by Guy Hinsdale, Transactions 
and Studies of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia, 4th ser., Apr. 1945, xiii, 
41, to Dr. O. H. P. Perry. 

Aug. I. Story of My Life, 1903, p. 189, to 
H. Keller. 

Aug. 12. Critic, Aug. 23, 1891, xvii (n.s., 
xiv), loi; Life of John Boyle O'Reilly, 
1891, p. 357, to Mrs. O’Reilly. 

Aug. 13. Morse, ii, 70, to C. D. Warner. 

Aug, 16. Wilson, II, 634, to H. E. Scudder. 

Nov. 8 First printed, in part, here; see page 
229. 

Nov. II, Wilson, ii, 652; see page 262. 


Dec. journal of the American Medical As¬ 
sociation, Jan. 10, 1891, xvi, 68. 

[N.d.j The Ladies’ Home Journal, Jan. 
1891, p. 10. 

1891. Jan. Morse, ii, 69-70, to J. Dorr. 

Jan. 2. Morse, n, 136, to J. R. Lowell. 

Jan. 21. John Bellows, 1904, p. (246]. 

Feb. 2. Wilson, ii, 636, to F. Pollock, in 
part. 

Feb. 7. Morse, 11, 86, to C. Kellogg. 

Mar. 5. See page 262. 

Mar. 7. Morse, ii, 20. 

Apr. 7. The British Medical Journal, Oct. 
20, 1894, vol. II for 1894, P- 885, to J. 
Shaw. 

.Apr. 12. See page 305, Farrar, Cyril Lytton. 
Apr. 25. See page 478, Physiology of 
Quacks. 

Apr. 29. Morse, ii, 314, to J. G. Trautwine 
[N.d.j See page 437, Browning. 

May 6. Wilson, ii, 583, to C. W. Bowen. 

May 16. Wilson, ii, 637. 

May 20, “New and Unpublished Epigrams 
and Anecdotes of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes,” by Julius Chambers, New Yor\ 
Recorder, Oct. 14, 1894, in facsimile. 

May 22. Morse, ii, 340. 

May 25. Ballads of America, 1892, p. [Sj. 
May 31. Morse, ii, 264, to E. S. P. Ward. 
June 9. See page 440, Coles, Abraham. 

June 19. Bulletin of the Harvard Medical 
School Association, 1891, Number i, p. 
30. 

Aug. 19. Wilson, ii, 648, to F. J. Garrison. 
Aug. 27. Wilson, n, 637, to F. J. Garrison, 
misplaced, belongs on p. 639. 

Sept. I. Wilson, ii, 537, to F. J. Garrison. 
Sept. 3. Pickard, Life of Whittier, 1894, 

752; Morse, ii, 87, to J. G. Whittier. 

Oct. 17. Morse, ii, 316, to C. E. Norton. 

Oct. 31. John Bellows, 1904, p. 86. 

Nov. I. John Lothrop Motley and His 
Family, 1910, p. 310. 

-. Morse, ii, 88, to Mrs. Priestly. 
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Dec. See page 497, Whittier, 1891; Pickard, 
Life of Whittier, 1894, 755 ! Morse, ii, 

315 - 

Dec. See page 490, Storer, Dr. D. Hum¬ 
phreys, 1891. 

1892. Jan. 21. Sermons and Addresses . . . Mc¬ 
Kenzie, 1892, p. 57, to J. M. W. Hall. 

Feb, 29. Morse, i, 338, to J. C. Ropes. 

[Mar.] See page 436, Bowditch. 

Mar. 10. Quoted here; see pages 428-29, 
Autobiography. 

Mar. 19. Chicago Massacre, 1893, p, 220, in 
advertisement of Story of Chicago, 1892. 

Apr. 9. Early Memories, 1913, p. 337. 

Apr. 22. First printed (in part) here; see 
page 235. 

Apr. 30. First printed (in part) here; see 
page 235; part of the same letter also in 
Fields, Century, 1895, xlix, 514; Authors 
and Friends, 1896, p. 149, to Mrs. Fields. 

-, Sixth Annual Report of the Kin¬ 
dergarten for the Blind, 1893, p. 97, to 
H. Keller. 

[May.] Critic, May 28,1892, xx (n.s., xvii), 
301, quoted, probably printed elsewhere. 

May 7. McDaniel, Transactions of the Col¬ 
lege of Physicians, Philadelphia, 1943, 
XI, 29, to C. W. Dulles. 

June 30. Fields, Century, 1895, xlix, 515; 
Authors and Friends, 1896, p. 149; Morse, 
II, 319 (undated in all these printings, 
date from original, Huntington Library; 
quoted here, pages 428-29). 

[Oct.] See page 234. 

Oct. 31. Proceedings of the Unitarian Club 
of New Yor\ ^n.d., 1892?], p. 26, to G. R. 
Bishop. 

Nov. 3. Wilson, 11,642, to F. J. Garrison. 

Nov. 7. See page 473, Motley, 1892. 

Dec. 12. Memorial to John Greenleaf 
Whittier, 1893, p. 41. 

Dec. 29. J. Wilson, Criterion, 1902, in, 15. 

[N.d.] A group of undated letters, evident¬ 
ly written in 1892-93, are in “Oliver Wen¬ 


dell Holmes,” by Maria S, Porter, The 

Bostonian, June 1895, vol. ii, as follows: 

p. 245, reprinting in part of Y.M.C.U. let¬ 
ter on Whittier, Oct. 1892. 
p.246, to Mrs. Porter referring to the 
Whittier letter. 

p. 247, facsimile of letter printed p. 250, 
to Mrs. Porter about her memorial to 
J. F. Clarke and P. Brooks, ca. Easter, 

1893. 

p. 249, to Mrs. Porter about the poetry of 
T. W. Parsons, after his illness but be¬ 
fore his death, 1892. 

-, to Mrs. Porter, Sept, i, acknowl¬ 
edging birthday roses. 

-, to Mrs. Porter, in the year before 

the death of P. Brooks (1893). 
p. 250, to Mrs. Porter, Christmas, 1892; 

also the letter in facsimile, p. 247. 
p. 252, reprinting of letter to Dr. Blake, 
Feb. II, 1890. 

1893. fJ^n.] pages 244-45. 

Feb. 23. See pages 403-4, To the Teachers. 

Mar. 14. Early Memories, 1913, p. 337. 

Mar. 28. Wilson, ii, 644, to J. Gilder. 

Apr. 2. Century, 1894, xlvii, 590, to E. 
Snell; Physicians and Surgeons of Ameri¬ 
ca, 1896, p. 804, and offprint, p. (5j. 

Apr. 25. Winter, Saturday Evening Post, 
July 18,1908, p. 20, in part; Old Friends, 
1909, p. 126. 

May 8. See page 34. 

May 15. Hale, Youth^s Companion, 1897, 
Lxxi, 297. 

June 9. “Oliver Wendell Holmes Still the 
Poet Laureate at Eighty-Four,” by Miri¬ 
am R. Small, The American Scholar, 
Spring 1944, XIII, 245, to A. Fields. 

-. City of Cambridge, Public Library, 

1894, p. 20, to T. W. Higginson. 

June 30. John Lothrop Motley and His 
Family, 1910, p. 31 z. 

[July]. See page 244. 

[Ca. July.] Story of a Lifetime, 1908, p. 289. 

July 5. Morse, ii, 266, to E. S. P. Ward. 

Sept. 15. John Lothrop Motley and His 
Family, 1910, p. 312. 
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Sept. i8. “Oliver Wendell Holmes,’* by 
Walter Jerrold, The Boof^man, Aug. 
1909, XXXVI, 211, in facsimile. 

Sept. 29. Morse, 11, 267, to E. S. P. Ward. 
Sept. 30. Small, American Scholar, 1944, 
xiii, 245, to A. Fields. 

Oct. 2. Morse, 11, 89, to S. W. Mitchell. 

Oct. 9. Arnold, Boo\s and Letters, 1901, 
^376, p. 94, evidently to his publisher. 
Oct. 26. Small, American Scholar, 1944, 
XIII, 246, to A. Fields. 

Nov. 9. Howard Pyle, 1925, p. 121. 

Dec. 6. “Memorabilia of Dr, Holmes,*’ by 
Ernest Newton Bagg, Springfield Re¬ 
publican, Aug. 29, 1909. 

Dec. 24. Porter, Century, 1901, lxii, 935, 
to M. S. Porter. 

1894. 24. Poet Among the Hills, 1895, p. 

165, extract. 

Feb. 27. Printed here; see page 364, Old 
Man of the Sea. 

Mar. 27. Holmes of the Breakjast-Table, 
1939, p. 157, to W. D. Howells. 

May 14. Arnold, Boo\s and Letters, 1901, 
^377, p. 94; Wilson, II, 528, to R. C. Win- 
throp. 

July 12. See page 208. 

July 24. Morse, ii, 90, to C. Kellogg. 

Aug. 13. Bryant Centennial, 1894, p. 47; a 
manuscript draft of the letter is in the Li¬ 
brary of Congress and a revised typed 
draft has recendy been added to the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. 

Sept. 4. Boston Daily Advertiser, Oct. 9, 
1894. 

Sept. 5. Wilson, 11, 516, to Mrs. F. H. Un¬ 
derwood. 

Sept. 13. Morse, ii, 91, to C. D. Warner. 
Sept. 25. Northampton [Mass.] Journal, 
Oct. 13, 1894, to Miss C. D. Nahmer. 

Undated. 

Arnold, Boo){s and Letters, 1901, #366, p. 
91, probably written in the seventies. 


Arnold, First Editions, 1901, #197, p. 34. 

Burnsiana, 1892, i, 72, late and from an un¬ 
named newspaper source. 

Fields, Century, 1895, xlix, 508, from 21 
Charles St., July 6 (therefore between 
1857 and 1865); Authors and Friends, 
1896, p. 142; Morse, ii, 285. In the article, 
pp. 509 and 514, and book, pp. 125 and 
147-49, undated notes to Mrs. Fields, 
all late, ca. 1890-93. 

First printed here are three undated notes 
to O.W.Holmes, Jr., all probably in the 
eighties; see pages 300, Bmigre; 346, 
Manuscript, “Not his the Buddhist’s 
creed”; 416, The Weather, dated June 24. 
A fourth undated letter is first printed 
here at page 349, Massachusetts Medical 
Society, 1839. 

Morse has the following undated letters: i, 
197, to Holker Abbott, in part, evident¬ 
ly late; 324, May 4, to J. R. Lowell, early 
i88o’s; 347, May 21, to A. Gray; 344, 
New York, ca. 1876 or 1883; 351, June 
29, to G. A. James; ii, 46, to J. L. Mot¬ 
ley, 1870’s. For I, 353, see page 268, Agas¬ 
siz, ca. i860. 

Trials of a Public Benefactor, 1859, to W. 
Parker. 

Wilson, II, 553, to R. C. Winthrop. 

PUBLIC LETTERS, PETITIONS, AND MEMORIALS 
SIGNED BY HOLMES AND OTHERS 

1843. Mar. Boston Evening Transcript, Mar. 31, 

1843; letter from physicians of the Mas¬ 
sachusetts General Hospital concerning a 
surgical patient alleged to have been mes¬ 
merized during the operation. 

1844. Mar. Address to the Members of the Mas¬ 

sachusetts Medical Society. Sixteen-page 
pamphlet from the Committee on Vital 
Statistics, of which Holmes was a mem¬ 
ber; see pages 435-36, Boston Society for 
Medical Improvement, 1846. 


[ 555 ] 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


1847. Nov. 20. Report of the Board of Trustees 
of the Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Presented to the Corporation, at Their 
Annual Meeting, January 26, 1848, Bos¬ 
ton: Printed by John Wilson, 21, School 
Street, 1848. At page 38 is a Memorial to 
Congress, Nov. 20, 1847, supporting the 
claims of W, T. G, Morton, frequently 
reprinted in the documents relating to 
Morton’s case. 

1849. Views of the Medical Faculty of Harvard 

University; see page 451, Harvard Medi¬ 
cal School, 1849, for the argument that 
this pamphlet is probably the work of 
John Ware. 

American Medical Association. Annual 
Meeting, Boston, Tuesday, May i, 1849. 
Four-page leaflet, g{^ x 7IJ inches when 
folded, white wove paper, printed on the 
two inside pages. Signed by Holmes and 
6 others as the Committee of Arrange¬ 
ments. The only copy seen is in the Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library. 

1850. Boston Evening Transcript, Apr. 5, 1850. 

Public letter supporting Daniel Webster. 
Practical Views on Medical Education; see 
page 451, Harvard Medical School, 1850, 
for argument that this pamphlet is prob¬ 
ably the work of Henry Jacob Bigelow. 

1851. Thirty-Second Congress—First Session. 

House of Representatives. William T. G. 
Morton, M.D.—Sulphuric Ether. 1852. 
A Memorial to Congress, 1851, in sup¬ 
port of Morton. 

1853. To the Proprietors and Friends of the Bos¬ 

ton Athenaeum. Four-page leaflet, dated 
Apr. 22, 1853; 9f X 7f inches when 
folded, light blue wove paper, the last 
page blank. A copy is in the Athenaeum. 
Also printed in the Boston Courier, Apr. 
27, 1853. 

1854. Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Re¬ 

gents of the Smithsonian Institute. Wash¬ 


ington: Beverly Tucker, Senate Printer. 
1854. See page 486, Smithsonian Institu¬ 
tion. 

1855. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

July 25,1855, Lii, 403; a letter of welcome 
to Dr. John Ware. 

1856. (Class-meeting notice, Jan. 10, 1856. Be¬ 

gins:] I Revere House, Boston, January 
10^ 1856 I At a meeting of thirty mem¬ 
bers of the Class of 1829, | . Four-page 
leaflet, 9J x yf inches when folded, white 
laid paper, lithographed on first page 
only, with the signatures in facsimile of 
the 30 members of the class. TTiis notice 
was sent out Mar. 4, 1856 (class book, p. 
104). A copy is in the class memorabilia, 
Harvard archives. In October, this notice 
was reissued with an additional printed 
announcement of the class meeting on 
the third page and the word “over” added 
at the foot of the first page. The addi¬ 
tional notice is dated Oct, 21, 1856. A 
copy is in the class record book. The 
lithographing was done by “Messrs. L. 
H. Bradford & Co.,” according to the 
class records (p. 104). 

1857. Trials of a Public Benefactor, 1859, p. 244, 

an Appeal to the Public from Boston, 
1857; probably printed earlier in a gov¬ 
ernment document. 

1858. Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 

Society, 1855-58 (vol. iii, published 
1858), p. 266. A Memorial to the Massa¬ 
chusetts Legislature opposing the peti¬ 
tion of the New England Historic-Gene¬ 
alogical Society for a change of its name 
to “The New-England Historical and 
Genealogical Society,” dated Feb. 8, 
1858. 

Sixth Annual Report of the Trustees of the 
Public Library of the City of Boston, Pre¬ 
sented November 15, 1858. Boston: Geo. 
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C. Rand & Avery, City Printers, 1858. 
(City Document.—No. 46.) Pages 15-22 
have “Report of the Examining Com¬ 
mittee, November 4th, 1858,” signed by 
6, including Holmes. 

1861. Testimonial to Wm. T. G. Morton. Bos¬ 
ton, Mass., U.S.A., April, 1861. Four- 
page leaflet, 9^ x 7}^ inches when folded, 
white laid paper, third and fourth pages 
blank. Holmes is one of the 17 signers 
who were members of the General Com¬ 
mittee; there are 39 signers in all, in¬ 
cluding Longfellow. A copy is in the Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library. Reprinted in 37th 
Cong., 3rd Sess., Senate Rep. Com. No. 
^ 9 » P- 49 » which indicates that the Testi¬ 
monial was initiated at “a meeting of 
medical gentlemen, held at the home of 
Jacob Bigelow, on the evening of Jan¬ 
uary 26, 1861.” 

1863. Commonwealth, Dec. 25, 1863, ii, 4, letter 

to Secretary Stanton concerning Negro 
troops, dated Aug. 3, 1863. 

1864. An Address to the Graduating Class of the 

Medical School in the University at Cam- 
bridge, on Wednesday, March 9, 1864. 
By John A. Andrew, LL.D. . . Boston: 
Ticknor and Fields. 1864. At page [ivj 
is a letter of thanks and a request to pub- 
lish, signed by Holmes and others. 

Association of the Alumni of Harvard Col¬ 
lege At the Annual Meeting of the 
Alumni, held on the twentieth of July, 
1864. Four-page leaflet, 9J-J x 7J inches 
when folded, white laid paper, fourth 
page blank, signed by Holmes and 10 
others. A copy is in the Harvard archives. 

A Chat About Celebrities ... by Curtis 
Guild . . . Boston , . . 1897, page 255, 
letter of invitation to Saturday Club 
Shakespeare celebration, dated Apr. 8, 
1864, signed by Holmes, Lowell, and 
Emerson. 


1867. Forty-eighth Annual Report of the Boston 

Mercantile Library Association, 1867 
(published 1868). Page 13 has a letter to 
Miss Fanny Kemble inviting her to give 
readings, signed by Holmes and ii 
others. 

1868. Meeting of Authors and Publishers, at the 

Rooms of the New-York Historical So¬ 
ciety, April 9, 1868, and the Organization 
of the International Copyright Associa¬ 
tion. New York: International Copyright 
Association, 661 Broadway, 1868. Ap¬ 
pendix, page 42, a Memorial signed by 
Holmes and others. 

18S0. [Confidential.] International Copyright. 
Suggestions of American Authors and 
Publishers for an International Copyright 
Convention, Submitted in August, 1880, 
and Counter-Project Submitted by the 
British Minister, the Honorable L. S. 
Sackville West, November 21, 1881. De¬ 
partment of State: Washington, D.C., 
February, 1882. Page [13] has the Me¬ 
morial to the Department of State from 
American Authors, August, 1880, signed 
by 62 authors, Holmes second on the list. 

1881. [Appeal for a Physics Laboratory. Begins:] 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., 
II March, 1881. Dear Sir: The need of a 
Laboratory of Physics has long been ser¬ 
iously felt in the University. Single sheet, 
lo-Jg X 8§ inches, white wove paper, 
verso blank. Holmes and 23 others are 
signers of a paragraph on the relation of 
physics and medicine. A copy is in the 
Harvard archives. Printed also in The 
Harvard Register, Apr. 1881, iii, 237. 

1883. See page 426, Army Medical Museum and 
Library. 

1885. A Memorial of American Authors. Pam¬ 
phlet of 13 unnumbered pages, leaf: 

9 i X 6 i inches, lithographed with the 
names of the 130 signers in facsimile. The 
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Harvard copy was received Dec. 30, 
1885. Also in Copyright Its Law and Its 
Literature.... by R. R. Bowker ... New 
York Ofi&ce of the Publishers Weekly 
London: Sampson Low, Marston, Searle 
& Rivington 1886, after page 55. 

4 

1887. Proceedings at the Meeting for the Forma¬ 

tion of the International Copyright As¬ 
sociation, Parker House, December 27, 
1887. Boston: Press of Rockwell and 
Churchill, 39 Arch Street. 1888. Holmes 
is a signer of the note of invitation, Dec. 
20, 1887. 

1888. Boston Daily Advertiser, Apr. 13, 1888. Re¬ 

printing of an unlocated circular calling 
for a meeting for the Egypt Exploration 
Fund, to be held Apr. 19, 1888, in the 
chapel of the Emanuel Church, New¬ 
bury St. 

1889. The Critic, Feb. 9, 1889, xiv (n.s., xi), 72, 

notes that Holmes signed a petition to 


Congress (introduced by Senator Hoar) 
to preserve the ruins at Casa Grande, 
Arizona. 

[Circular Letter, dated Boston, Feb. 28, 
1889, expressing the feeling that the Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library should have a por¬ 
trait of Henry Jacob Bigelow, with 10 
signers including Holmes.] Evidently 
printed cards, dated Mar. 6, were enclosed 
so that persons in agreement with this 
wish could sign and return the card. A 
copy of the circular letter with a group of 
signed cards is in the Boston Medical Li¬ 
brary. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
Mar. 21, 1889, cxx, 299, letter, Mar. 12, 
1889, signed by Holmes and others, to 
Henry Jacob Bigelow, requesting his por¬ 
trait; this letter is the result of the cir¬ 
cular note above. Reprinted in A Mem¬ 
oir of Henry Jacob Bigelow, by R. M. 
Hodges, 1900. 
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Appendix 7 


I N the chronological list that follows, items are line quotation] Boston: Published by Car- 

listed alphabetically within years according ter and Hendee, 1831. 

to title-page dates; the actual date of publication Page [I98], "Crossing the Ford”; [207], ‘The 

is indicated where different. A Holmes tide not Fairy World.” Deposited for copyright Sept, 

listed is not a first book printing. The list does not ^ 3 ) 1830- 


include serial publications, such as the Proceed- 
ings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
which are adequately cross-referenced in Parts 

II and III. It does not include magazines, except 
such temporary publications as The Drum-Beat 
(1864). Books and pamphlets containing printed 
letters arc included. The titles of items containing 
actual first printings are given in full and are 
marked with an asterisk. Books containing letters 
are not so marked unless the letter is listed in Part 

III or unless the book contains a group of letters 
of some importance. 


832. Flora’s Interpreter; Or, The American Book 
of Flowers and Sentiments ... By Mrs. 
S. f. Hale . . . Boston; Marsh, Capen and 
Lyon. 1832. 

Page 127 ["Departed Days"]; 133 [I4 lines 
from “Words to Woman”]; 144 [16 lines be¬ 
ginning "Alas that in our earliest blush," un¬ 
identified]; 180 [8 lines from ‘The Poet’s 
Lot”]; 181 [18 lines from ‘The Dilemma"]. 
All are labeled “Sentiment.” Although the 
third poem listed has not been found anywhere 
else, this is probably not its first printing. Pub¬ 
lished July 1832. The first edition has 226 pages. 


1829. (Annual in green silk, published 1829.] See 

Appendix i. 

1830. Illustrations of the Athenaeum Gallery. See 

Part I, page 18. 

The Gleaner ... Boston; Office of the New- 
England Galaxy. 1830. 

Page 33 > "Banditti” [‘The Music-Grinders",; 

III, "Evening by a Tailor”; 125, ‘The Tread¬ 
mill Song”; 133, ‘The Two Shadows”; 161, 
“Infelix Scnectus”; 162, ‘The Flies”; 222, ‘The 
Graduate’s Song.” Announced as just issued in 
the New-England Galaxy, Jan. 14, 1831. 

^831. *The Token; A Christmas and New Year’s 

Present. Edited by S. G. Goodrich. [Four- 

line quotation] Boston: Published by 

Gray and Bowen, mdcccxxxi. 

Page 27, ‘The Lost Boy.” Evidendy the first 
use of full initials. Published Oct. 1830. 

•Youth’s Keepsake; A Christmas and New 
Year s Gift for Young People. [Four- 
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833. The Harbinger, 1833. See Part I, page 22. 

The Mariner’s Library Or Voyager’s Com¬ 
panion. . . . Boston; Lilly, Wait, Col- 
man and Holden. 1833. 

Page 425, Old Ironsides.” The poem is un¬ 
signed and has the text of the Boston Daily Ad- 
vertiser: pull for tear, and conquerors for 
victors. The copyright notice is for 1832 and 
is printed incorrectly on a separate page; the 
Wilson collection (vol. ii, page 467) has a 
copy with a second notice pasted on the verso 
of the title-page. A copy in the Harvard library 
has the copyright notice in the proper place on 
the verso of the title-page; it has also the note: 
Stereotyped by Lyman Thurston & Co. Boston. 

•The Token and Adantic Souvenir. A 
Christmas and New Year’s Present. 
Edited by S. G. Goodrich. Boston. Pub¬ 
lished by Gray and Bowen, mdcccxxxiii. 

F^ge [ 309 ]» ‘The Wasp and the Hornet”; 
[310], ‘The Philosopher to His Love”; ,337, 
‘A Portrait" [“A still, sweet, placid moon- 


OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


like face’*]. The first is signed in full. Pub¬ 
lished 1832. 

1836. The Laurel: A Gift for All Seasons .., Bos¬ 

ton: Edward Broaders. 1836. 

Page 23, “To a Blank Sheet of Paper”; 53, ‘The 
Last Prophecy of Cassandra”; 95, ‘To My Com¬ 
panions”; 139, “The Star and the Lily.” En¬ 
tered for copyright Jan. 12, 1836, copies de¬ 
posited Feb. 19; noticed in Boston Pearl, Jan. 
9, 1836, vol. V, page 135. 

The Library of Practical Medicine, 1836, 
vol. VII. See Part I, page 23. 

The Yankee, or Farmer’s Almanac For the 
Year of Our Lord and Saviour 1836 . . . 
By Thomas Spofford . . . Boston: Pub¬ 
lished at Stationers’ Hall, 82 State-St., by 
Lemuel Gulliver.... 

Page for May, “The Comet.” 

1837. The Boston Book . . . Edited by B. B. 

Thatcher. Boston: Light and Stearns, 
Cornhill. 1837. 

Page 117, “Our Yankee Girls.” Copyrighted 
Oct. 20, 1836, a month before Holmes’s Poems. 

*The Token and Atlantic Souvenir. A 
Christmas and New Year’s Present 
Edited by S. G. Goodrich. Boston. Pub¬ 
lished by Charles Bowen, mdcccxxxvii. 

Page 337, “The Claudian Aqueduct,” [“A 
Roman Aqueduct”]. Copyright by title June 
20, 1836. Text altered for Poems, 1836. 

1838. *The Token and Atlantic Souvenir, A 

Christmas and New Year’s Present. 
Edited by S. G. Goodrich. Boston: Amer¬ 
ican Stationers* Company, mdcccxxxviii. 
Page 33, ‘The Only Daughter.” Published 1837. 

1839. Principles of the Theory and Practice of 

Medicine . . . Marshall Hall, 1839. See 
Part I, page 30. 

1841. The Boston Book . . . Boston: George W. 
Light, I Cornhill. 1841. 


1842. Report of the Dinner Given to Charles 
Dickens, in Boston, February i, 1842. 
Reported by Thomas Gill and William 
English ,,. Boston, William Crosby and 
Company, 1842. 

Page 33, “Song”; 53 [toast to the Rev. Caleb 
Williams]. 

1845. The Berkshire Jubilee, Celebrated at Pitts¬ 

field, Mass. August 22 and 23, 1844. Al¬ 
bany: Weare, C. Litde. E. P. Litde, Pitts¬ 
field . 1845. 

Page 161 [“Lines Recited at the Berkshire Jubi¬ 
lee,” with introuuctory remarks]. Holmes’s 
own copy (Harvard library) contains manu¬ 
script corrections. 

The Bridal Wreath . . . Edited by Percy 
Bryant .. . Boston: William J. Reynolds, 
1845. 

Page 60, “A Health” (“Song for a Temperance 
Dinner”]. 

1846. History of the Old Township of Dunstable 

... By Charles J. Fox. Nashua: Charles 

T. Gill, Publisher. 1846. 

Page 51, ‘The Pilgrim’s Vision.” Copyrighted 
Feb. 14, 1846, therefore preceding Guide to 
Plymouth, by William S. Russell, copyrighted 
(by title only) July 18, 1846, and with preface 
dated October. 

•A Report on the Trees and Shrubs Grow¬ 
ing Naturally in the Forests of Massachu¬ 
setts. Published Agreeably to an Order 
of the Legislature, By the Commissioners 
on the Zoological and Botanical Survey 
of the State. Boston: Dutton and Went¬ 
worth, State Printers, No. 37, Congress 
Street. 1846. 

Page 295 [Holmes’s measurements of elm 
trccS]. The author, George B. Emerson, ac¬ 
knowledges his debt to Holmes on page x. The 
Harvard copy was the gift of the Genera 

Court, Dec. 23, 1846. 

1847. •Some Account of the Lctheon; or, Who 

Was the Discoverer? By Edward Warren. 
Second Edition (Second issuej. Boston: 


Page 25, ‘The Steamboat.” Copyright 1840. 

Edited by George Stillman Hillard, 
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Dutton and Wentworth, Printers, No. 

37, Congress Street. 1847. 

Page 79 [letter, Nov. 21, 1846, to W. T. G. Mor¬ 
ton, suggesting the terms “anaesthesia” and 
“anaesthetic”]. The first edition of this pam¬ 
phlet, published also in 1847, contained 38 
pages; the first issue of the second edition came 
shortly after with 49 pages. Neither of these 
two issues had Holmes’s letter. The second 
edition was soon reissued, the title-page iden¬ 
tical with the first issue of this edition, but with 
a preface prefixed, dated May 30, 1847. and 
an appendix containing the letter, the colla¬ 
tion being [2], 79 pages. A third edition, with 
imprint date 1847, has been noted in two issues, 
one with [2], 88 pages, the other with an added 
leaf (pages 89, 90) pasted on the stab-stitched 
pamphlet, both issues with Holmes’s letter. 

1849. Addresses at the Inauguration of Jared 

Sparks, LL.D., as President of Harvard 
College, Wednesday, June 20, 1849. 
Cambridge: Published by John Bartlett. 
1849. 

Page II, “A Scintilla” ^author not named). 
Copyrighted July 17, 1849; copies deposited 
Aug. 23. 

Thirtieth Congress—Second Session. Re¬ 
port No. 114. House of Representatives. 
Minority Report. W. T. G. Morton, Feb¬ 
ruary 28, 1849. 

Page 97 [letter, Jan. 30, 1849, to Hon. Isaac E. 
Morse], 

1850. An Address by Rev. Henry Neill and A 

Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1850. 
See Part I, pages 49 fl., for evidence that 
this is not a first printing. 

*The Boston Book. Being Specimens of 

Metropolitan Literature. Boston. Tick- 

nor, Reed, and Fields, mdcccl. 

Page 89, ‘The Morning Visit." Published Dec. 
I, 1849. 

Memorials for the Dead. See Part I, pages 
49'5i- 

{The Trial of Professor John W. Webster 
for the Murder of Dr. George Parkman. 


No attempt was made to establish the 
priority of the pamphlet reprintings of 
the newspaper accounts of this trial, in 
which Holmes was a witness.) 

1853. An Account of the Pilgrim Celebration at 
Plymouth, August i, 1853. Containing 
a List of the Decorations in the Town, 
and Correct Copies of the Speeches Made 
at the Dinner-Table. Revised by the Pil¬ 
grim Society. Boston: Crosby, Nichols, 
and Company, 111 Washington Street. 
1853. 

Page 136 [letter, Pittsfield, July 5, 1853]. 

1855. *The Knickerbocker Gallery: A Testi¬ 

monial to the Editor of the Knicker¬ 
bocker Magazine from Its Contributors. 
With Forty-Eight Portraits on Steel, 
from Original Pictures Engraved Ex¬ 
pressly for This Work. New-York: Sam¬ 
uel Hueston 348 Broadway, mdccclv. 

Page 23, “A Vision of the Housatonic” [“After 
a Lecture on Wordsworth”). This printing has 
six stanzas never collected. Copyright 1854. 

1856. *Cyclopaedia of American Literature; Em¬ 

bracing Personal and Critical Notices of 
Authors and Selections from their Writ¬ 
ings. From the Earliest Period to the 
Present Day; With Portraits, Auto¬ 
graphs, and Other Illustrations. By Evert 
A. Duyckinck and George L. Duyckinck. 
In Two Volumes. Vol. I. New York: 
Charles Scribner 1856. 

Page 512 (personal recollections of his father 
Abiel Holmes, acknowledged in a footnote on 
page 513J. Published 1855. Biographical ma¬ 
terial also. 

Glances and Glimpses; or Fifty Years So¬ 
cial Including Twenty Years Professional 
Life by Harriott K. Hunt, M.D. Boston: 
Published by John P. Jewett. 1856. 

Page 267 [letter, Nov. 17, 1850,; 268 [letters, 
Nov. 25 and Dec. i, 185O]. AH three letters are 
from Holmes as Dean of the Medical School; 
the records indicate that Holmes did more to 
try to get Miss Hunt admitted than she knew. 
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Mercantile Library Reporter, Volume Sec¬ 
ond.] Boston, January, 1856. [Number 
Two. Conducted by the Literary Com¬ 
mittee o£ the Mercantile Library Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Pages 38, 39, 40 i^excerpts from ‘The Heart's 
Own Secret”]. 

-. Volume Second.] Boston, March, 

1856. [Number Four. 

Pages 66, 67 [CXcerpts from ‘The Heart’s Own 
Secret”]. 

Semi-Centennial Celebration of the New 
England Society, 1856. See Part I, page 
67. 

The Seventy-Fourth Anniversary of the 
Birth-Day of Daniel Webster, Celebrated 
at the Revere House.Boston, Jan¬ 

uary 18, 1856. Boston: Published at the 
Office of the Daily Courier. 1856. Press 
of Joseph G. Torrey, 32 Congress Street. 

Page 49, ‘The Poem of Dr. Holmes” {‘‘Birth¬ 
day of Daniel Webster”]. The cover serves as 
the title-page. 

Speeches of Drs. Thompson . . . O. W. 
Holmes, 1856. See Part I, page 68. 

1857. The Celebration of the Centennial Anni¬ 

versary of the Introduction of the Art of 
Printing into New Hampshire, In the 
City of Portsmouth, October 6, 1856. A 
Sketch of the Proceedings. The Oration, 
Decorations, Speeches, Sentiments, Let¬ 
ters, &c., &c. Portsmouth: Edward N. 
Fuller, Publisher. 1857. 

Page 54 [letter. Sept. 30, 1856]. 

1858. Report of the Twenty-Fourth National 

Anti-Slavery Festival. Boston: Printed 
for the Managers. 1858. 

On the inside of the back cover, “The Cham¬ 
bered Nautilus.” The wrapper serves as a title- 
page. The festival was held during Christmas 
week, 1857. 


1859. Celebration of the Hundredth Anniversary 

of the Birth of Robert Burns, by the Bos¬ 
ton Burns Club. January 25th, 1859. Bos¬ 
ton: Printed by H. W. Dutton and Son, 
Transcript Building, 1859. 

Page 19 [‘For the Meeting of the Burns Club,” 
with the introductory lines jj 44, Poem of 
Oliver Wendell Holmes [‘For the Burns Cen¬ 
tennial Celebration”]. In his own copy (Har¬ 
vard library), Holmes has deleted the intro¬ 
ductory lines of the first. 

•Gifts of Genius: A Miscellany of Prose 
and Poetry, By American Authors. New 
York: Printed for C. A. Davenport. 

[N.d.] 

Page 260, ‘The Beni-Israel” (“At the Pan¬ 
tomime”]. Copyright 1859; announced as hav- 
ing just appeared in Boof^seller^ Mediumt Dec. 
15, 1859, page 170, which explains that the con¬ 
tributors gave their work for the benefit of the 
editor. 

•A History of the Boston Dispensary. Com¬ 
piled by one of the Board of Managers. 
Not Published. Boston: Printed by John 
Wilson and Son. 22 School Street, 1859. 
Page 138 [letter, n.d., Oct. 16, 1837, to the 
managers]. 

To the Literature of the Language What 
a Dictionary of the Words is to the Lan¬ 
guage Itself. Allibonc’s Dictionary of 
Authors, [index of lettersj. Childs & 
Peterson, 602 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 

pjgg ‘From Oliver Wendell Holmes, M.D., 
Parkman Professor of Anatomy and Physiol¬ 
ogy, Harvard University, author of the Aut^ 
crat of the Bteakfast-Table, &c.” [letter, Feb. 
7, 1859, to Geo. W. Childsj. Advertising bro¬ 
chure circulated between the publications of 
the first and second volumes of the dictionary, 

1859. 

1860. Addresses at the Inauguration of Cornelius 

Conway Felton, LLD., as President of 
Harvard College, and at the Festival of 
the Alumni, Thursday. July 19, i860. 
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Cambridge: Sever and Francis, Book¬ 
sellers to the University, i860. 

Pages 121-49 cHolmes presided at the dinner 
and his introductory remarks and toasts are 
here reported]. 

•The Centennial Birth-day of Robert 
Burns As Celebrated by the 1759 [por¬ 
trait] 1859 Burns Club of the City of 
New York Tuesday, January 25^^ 1859. 
Edited by J. Cunningham. Published by 
Lang & Laing, Engravers, Lithographers 
& Printers, 117, Fulton Street, N.Y. 
i860. 

Page 50 fletter, Nuv. 27, 1858, with sentiment]. 
The letter is here first printed. 

The Illustrated Pilgrim Almanac i860 
[Illustration with caption “Signing the 
Social Compact’’] Boston: A. Williams & 
Co. Sold by all Booksellers and Periodical 
Dealers. Cambridge: H. O. Houghton 
& Co., Printers. Boston: Cowles Sc Com¬ 
pany, Electrotypers. 

Page 20, "Robinson of Leyden.” Copyright 
1859 by Hammatt Billings and George Cool- 
idge. A copy in the Wilson collection (vol. 11, 
page 526) has a different title-page. Follow¬ 
ing the illustration and its caption appears 
“Hammatt Billings and George Coolidge, 289 
Washington Street, Boston. Cambridge, Mass.: 
H. O. Houghton & Co., Printers.” Copyrighted 
1859. 

The Life of John Collins Warren, M.D., 
i860. See Part I, page 88. 

•Memorial of the Commemoration by the 
Church of the Disciples, of the Fiftieth 
Birth-Day of their Pastor, James Free¬ 
man Clarke, April 4, i860. Boston: Pren¬ 
tiss 8c Deland, Printers, i860. 

Page 19 d‘A Birthday Tribute”]. 

•The New American Cyclopaedia: A Popu¬ 
lar Dictionary of General Knowledge. 
Edited by George Ripley and Charles A. 
Dana. Volume IX. Hayne—Jersey City. 


New York: D. Appleton and Company, 
346 & 348 Broadway. London: 16 Litdc 
Britain, m. dccc. lx. 

Vol. IX, page 688: Charles Jackson, Jurist; 
James Jackson, Physician; Patrick Tracy Jack- 
son, Merchant. 

The New England Tour of His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, (Baron 
Renfrew,) ... Boston: Bee Printing Com¬ 
pany, i860. 

Page 19, “International Ode.—‘Our Fathers’ 
Land.’ ” 

•Proceedings and Debates of the Fourth 
National Quarantine and Sanitary Con¬ 
vention, Held in the City of Boston, June 
14, 15, and 16, i860. Reported for the 
City Council of Boston. Boston: George 
C. Rand 8c Avery, City Printers, No. 3 
Cornhill. i860. 

Page 134 [remarks]; 135, “The Poem” [“For 
the Meeting of the National Sanitary Associa¬ 
tions”]. The remarks are not elsewhere printed. 

1861. The Address of Mr. Everett and the Poem 
of Dr. O. W. Holmes at the Dinner given 
to the Prince Napoleon, 1861. See Part I, 
pages 104-5. 

•The Brains of Boston. Being Selected Spec¬ 
imens of the Wit of Massachusetts, 
Elicited by Professor Anderson, in his 
Conundrum Contest, a Tournament of 
Wit, At Tremont Temple, .... Boston, 
on Friday Evening, Oct. ii, 1861. Printed 
from the MSS. of the Competitors and 
Read Publicly on the Platform of the 
Temple. The Prizes being For the Gen¬ 
tleman Who Makes the best Conun¬ 
drum, A Gold Chronometer,. 

Value, $100. For the Lady Who Makes 
the best Conundrum, A Gold Chronom¬ 
eter, .Value, Sioo. The Adjudi¬ 

cating Jury being [list of 13 names in 2 
columns, that of Adjutant General 
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Schouler being the first] Redding & Co., 
Publishers, 8 State Street, Boston. 

Page 26, “The Winner of the Watch, and Pro¬ 
fessor John Anderson.” See pages 295-96. 

The Causes, Principles and Results of the 
Present Conflict. A Discourse Delivered 
before the Ancient and Honorable Ar¬ 
tillery Company . . . June 3, 1861. By S. 
K. Lothrop, D.D. . . . Boston: Press of 
Alfred Mudge 8c Son. 34 School Street. 
1861. 

Page 59, “Hymn" (“Army Hymn ” five stan- 
zas]. No attempt has been made to establish 
the priority of the numerous songsters of 1861 
that print Holmes’s hymn. A list is given in 
the note below.* 

Ceremonies by the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association, on the Displaying of Nation¬ 
al Flag from the Monument, June 17, 
1861. With the Annual Proceedings of 
the Association. Boston: Geo. C. Rand 
& Avery, Printers, No. 3 Cornhill. 1861. 
Page 40 [letter, June 19, 1861 j. 

Chimes of Freedom and Union. A Collec¬ 
tion of Poems for the Times, by Various 

• 1861 song books containing “Army Hymn”: 

1. Army Melodies, by Dadmun and Fuller, page 
15, deposited for copyright Sept. 18. 

2. Beadle’s Dime Union Song Boo\, page 26. 

3. A Book, of Common Prayer, by J. G. Forman, 
page 150, with title “In Time of War”; after 
August. 

4. Chimes of Freedom and Union, page 14, no 
earlier than the last weeks in May. 

5. Hymns, Religious and Patriotic, Sabbath 
School Society, no. 46. Same, American Tract 
Society, page 46, title entered for copyright 
July 31, 1861. 

6. Leslie’s Glee Book, 72, music by O. B. 
Brown. 

8. The Soldier's Companion, 2d cd., page 8. 

9. The Soldier’s Manual of Devotion, by J. G. 
Forman, page 50, with title “In Time of War,” 
preface dated October; see 3 above, 

10. Songs for the Fourth of July, page [3], for the 
city’s celebration. 


Authors. . . . Boston: Published by Ben¬ 
jamin B. Russell, 515 Washington Street. 

MDCCCLXVI. 

Page 5, “Under the Washington Elm”; 44, “A 
Voice of the Loyal North.” Compiled by Mrs. 
Phebe Hanaford and Mrs. Mary Webber. The 
latest dated item is May 14. This printing of 
the second poem is complete. 

Favorite Authors. A Companion-Book of 
Prose and Poetry. Boston: Ticknor and 
Fields. M Dccc lxi. 

Page 265, “The New Eden.” Deposited for 
copyright Dec. 12, i860. 

Songs for the Fourth of July Celebration, 
1861. Charles Buder, Choir Director. 
Boston: J. E. Farwell 8c Co., City Printers. 
No. 32 Congress Street. 1861. 

Page g, “Star-Spangled Banner.” Both the ad¬ 
ditional stanzas as by “Oliver Wendel [Sicj 
Holmes.” Key’s words are not printed, but a 
copy in the Boston Athenaeum has a 4-page in¬ 
sert with Key’s words and the additional song 
"Old Glory.” 

War Songs of the American Union. Boston: 
William V. Spencer, 94 Washington 
Street. [N.d.j 

Page 8, “Northern Fire” (four stanzas from “A 
Voice of the Loyal North”]; 70, “Brother Jona¬ 
than’s Lament for Sister Caroline.” Announced 
as “this day published” in the Boston Evening 
Transcript, Apr. 26, 1861. The 28 lines 
“New England,” page 6, are from “A Rhymed 

Lesson.” 

1862 A Sermon Preached in the Appleton 
Chapel, March 9, 1862 ... After the Fun¬ 
eral of Cornelius Conway Felton, LL.D., 
President of Harvard University. By An¬ 
drew P. Peabody-Cambridge: Sever 

and Francis, Booksellers to the Univer- 

sity. 1862, 

Page 22, Proceedings of the Faculty of the Mu- 
seijm of Comparative Zoology. (Signed:j 
O. W. Holmes, Secretary. 
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*War-Songs for Freemen. Dedicated to the 
Army of the United States: And Especial¬ 
ly to the 2d, 15th, and 20th Regiments of 
Massachusetts Volunteers, In Honor of 
Their Heroic Comrades, Fallen In The 
Country’s Cause, And to the 43d, 44th, 
and 45th Regiments, In Confident Ex¬ 
pectation That They Will Equal the Best 
Examples. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 

1862. The proceeds of this sale will be 
devoted to circulating it in the Army. 

P^ge 32, “Trumpet Song.” The first edition of 
this collection has the title-page as given above, 
36 pages, and 21 songs. Holmes’s “Union and 
Liberty” (not here first in a book) is at page 4. 
the third song; “Trumpet Song” is the 
twentieth item. Subsequent editions differ in 
the imprints, the title-page dedications, and 
in the number of songs. review in Dwight’s 
journal of Music (Dec. 20, 1862, vol. xxn, page 
303) names Ticknor and Fields as the pub¬ 
lisher of the first edition and describes it as 
“dedicated to the army of the United States, 
especially to certain regiments of our Massa¬ 
chusetts volunteers. ... It consists of words 
and music of twenty-one songs; . . . .” 

1863. The Loyal National League. Opinions of 
Prominent Men Concerning the Great 
Questions of the Times Expressed in 
Their Letters to the Loyal National 
League, on the Occasion of the Great 
Mass Meeting of the League and Other 
Loyalists at Union Square, New York, 
On the Anniversary of Sumter. For Ac¬ 
count of Speeches, &c., on This Occasion, 
see Full Report of the Proceedings, in 
another Place. New York: C. S. West- 

cotL& Co., Printers, No. 79 John Street. 

1863. 

55 [letter, Apr. 4, 1863, to John Austin 
Stevens, Jr.j. 

The Patriotic Glee Book. Contents: (36 
titlesj Entered according to Act of Con¬ 
gress, in the year 1863, by H. M. Higgins, 
in the Clerics Office of the District Court 
for the Northern District of Illinois. 


Page 127 [With musicj, “The Celebrated Rally¬ 
ing Song—* Fill up the Ranks Boys.” Oliver 
Wendell Holmes J. P. Webster [“Never or 
Now”j. The footnote reads: “*Copyrighted 
and published in sheet form, with Piano ac¬ 
companiment by H. M. Higgins, 117 Ran¬ 
dolph St., Chicago.” Holmes’s “Union and 
Liberty” appears at page 34, not a first book 
printing, with the title "Up With the Banner,” 
music by H. S. Perkins. 

Songs of the War. [U.S. Hag and 14-line 
Stanzaj Albany: J. Munsell, 78 State 
Street. 1863. 

Page 31, “Thus saith the Lord, I offer thee three 
things”; 8r, “To Canaan” [author not namedj. 

1864. *The Boatswain’s Whistle. Boston, Nov. 
12, 1864, No. 4. Alfred Mudge & Son, 
Printers. 

Page 27, "A Sea Dialogue.” 

*-. Nov. 14, 1864, No. 5. 

P^g^ 37» ‘The Jubilee.” The first page of each 
issue lists Holmes among the members of the 
“Editorial Council." 

The Bryant Festival at “The Century.’’ Il¬ 
lustrated Edition. New York, Published 
by the Century Association, m.dccc.lxiv. 

P^gc 43» “Bryant’s Seventieth Birthday.” This 
edition, without date of festival on the title- 
page and with leaf measuring 12 inches, is 
earlier than the smaller edition (leaf, 8 inches; 
imprint of D. Appleton and Company), which 
is reset and has an extra page; the pagination 
of the two is the same. Published Jan. 1865. 
The festival was held Nov. 5, 1864. 

Complimentary Banquet Given by the City 

Council of Boston to Rear-Admiral Less- 

offsky And the Officers of the Russian 

Fleet, At the Revere House, June 7, 1864. 

Boston: J. E. Farwell & Company, Print- 

ters to the City, 37 Congress Street. 1864. 

Page [57]. Song of Welcome [“Sea-birds of 
Muscovy”j. The Harvard copy was presented 
to the library by R. H. Dana, Dec. 20, 1864, a 
fact that establishes the precedence of this 
printing over the Annual Report of the School 
Committee of Boston, 1864 (Boston, J. E. Far- 
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well and Co., 1864), which it was not “voted 
to print” until Dec. 13. The poem appears at 
page 202 of this report, and Holmes is, for the 
first time, named as the author. 

The Drum-Beat. Published by the Brook¬ 
lyn and Long Island Fair for the Benefit 
of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, Brook¬ 
lyn, Feb. 25,1864. No. 4. 

Page 3 [letter, Jan. 28, 1864]. 

Fifty-Eighth Anniversary Celebration of 
the New England Society, in the City of 
New York, at the Astor House, Decem¬ 
ber 22, 1863. With the Constitution, By- 
Laws, Charities, List of Members, Etc., 
Etc. New York: Wm. C. Bryant & Co., 
Printers, 41 Nassau St., Cor. Liberty. 
1864. 

Page 45 [letter, Dec. 16, 1863, to Eliot C. Cow- 
din j. The letter proposes a toast, page 46; the 
lines quoted are from ‘The Stability of Sci¬ 
ence.” 

History of the Great Western Sanitary 
Fair C. F. Vent & Co Publishers. No. 
38 West-Fourth Street. Cincinnati [En¬ 
graved title-page, Grafton fecit] Lith. of 
Major & Knapp, 449 Broadway N.Y. 

Page 179 [letter, "Questions in Natural His¬ 
tory,” Dec. 14, 1863, to Thomas Hill; see page 
481 j; 180 [letter, Dec. 14, 1863, for the fair, 
enclosing ‘The Promise,” printed at page 178, 
not first hercj. 

Our Daily Fare. [List of publishing and 
editorial committees.] No. i. Philadel¬ 
phia, Wednesday, June 8, 1864. 

Page 7, “Hymn. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
Written expressly for the Great Central Fair.” 

*-. No. 2 ... June 9, 1864. 

Page 13, ‘The Poet’s Reply.” 

-. No. 9 ... June 17,1864. 

Page 65 c“Questions in Natural History,” Dec. 
14, 1863, for the Great Western Sanitary Fair, 
Cincinnati]. 


Pansie: A Fragment. The Last Literary Ef¬ 
fort of Nathaniel Hawthorne. London; 
John Camden Hotten, Piccadilly. 

Page [3], “Nathaniel Hawthorne.” This is 
Holmes’s Atlantic Monthly essay on Haw¬ 
thorne (July 1864, vol. XIV, page 98). A foot¬ 
note on page 13 reads; “*This tribute to the 
memory of Hawthorne was written, as will 
have been surmised, by a friend and fellow- 
countryman.” The advertisement of Pansie 
(as a new publication) in the Publisher^ Cir¬ 
cular, London, Sept. 15,1864, notes: “A mem¬ 
oir with personal reminiscences of Author is 
prefixed.” 

Welcome to Goldwin Smith, Regius Pro¬ 
fessor of Modern History in the Univer¬ 
sity of Oxford, England, by the Citizens 
of New York, At a Breakfast Given at 
the Rooms of the Union League Club, 
Union Square, Saturday, November 12, 
1864. (Two-line quotation from Smith] 
New York: Baker & Godwin, Printers, 
Printing House Square. 1864. 

Page 50 [letter, Nov. ii, 1864]. 

865. •Fifty-Ninth Anniversary Celebration of 
the New England Society, In the City of 
New York, At the Astor House, Dec. 22, 
1864; With the Constitution, By-Laws, 
Charities, List of Members, Etc., Etc. 
New York: John F. Trow, Printer, 50 
Greene St. 1865. 

Page 20, "Great Moral Exhibition of Archi¬ 
tectural Models” [in a letter, Dec. 1% 1864]* 

A Memorial of Abraham Lincoln, Late 
President of the United States. Boston. 
Printed by Order of the City Council. 

MDCCCLXV. 

Page 84 r“For the Services in Memory of Abra- 
ham Lincoln,” June r, 1865]. Issued in cloth 
and in full leather with city seal on both covers. 
The Harvard copy, from Sumner, w« pre¬ 
sented to Sumner by the city on Aug. 16,1865. 

A Memorial of Edward Everett, from the 
City of Boston. Boston, Printed by Order 
of the City Council, mdccclxv. 
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Page 189, "Our First Citizen” (“Edward 
Everett”]. Leaf: lol; also large paper, leaf: ii. 
Printed from the same setting of type as Trib¬ 
ute of the Massachusetts Historical Society, q.v. 
The Harvard copy of the small issue was re¬ 
ceived June 20, 1865, the gift of the city; the 
Harvard large-paper copy was a gift to Sum¬ 
ner, dated June 24. The Boston Daily Adver¬ 
tiser, July 19, 1865 (Supplement), advertises 
this in cloth beveled boards, and in Turkey 
morocco, royal S'"®, only too copies printed by 
A. Williams & Co. 

The (Old) Farmer’s Almanack . . . For the 
Year of our Lord 1865 , . , By Robert B. 
Thomas ... Published by Brewer & Tile- 
stons. 

Page 39, “On the Death of a Classmate” (“F. 
W. C. 1864,” i.e., Frederic William Crocker, 8 
lines only]. Published 1864. 

Tribute of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety, to the Memory of Edward Everett, 
January 30, 1865. Boston, Massachusetts 
Historical Society. 1865. 

Page 65, "Our First Citizen" ("Edward 
Everett”]. Leaf: loi; large paper, leaf: ii. 
Printed from same setting of type as A Mem¬ 
orial of Edward Everett, from the City of Bos¬ 
ton. It has not been possible to determine the 
priority of these two printings. 

*Verses from the Island Book. Cambridge: 

Printed at the Riverside Press. 1865. 

Page iii, “Prelude.” 

1866. Tribute of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety To the Memory of George Liver¬ 
more. Boston: Massachusetts Historical 
Society. 1866. 

^7 [Holmes’s remarks]. Probably this fol¬ 
lows the volume of the Proceedings. 

>867. Public Ledger Building, Philadelphia, S.W. 

corner Sixth and Chestnut Streets. 

Page 41 (letter, June 16, 1867]. The title-page 
has a wood engraving of the building, sideways 
on the page, and, below, the title as above. Page 
[ 3 ] is headed "The New Ledger Building.” 


Russian Account of the Official Mission to 

Russia of Hon. G. V. Fox, in 1866. 

Translated by S. N. Buynitzky for the 

Department of State . . . Washington: 

Government Printing Office, 1867. 

Page 18, "Poem” (“America to Russia”]. The 
Harvard copy is the gift of Sumner, Nov. 18, 
1867. 

1868. The Atlantic Almanac, 1868, Edited by 

Oliver Wendell Holmes and Donald G. 
Mitchell. See Part I, page 132. 

Medical Jurisprudence. The Annual Ad¬ 
dress before the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, June 3, 1868. By Henry Grafton 
Clark, M.D. Boston: David Clapp & 
Son,1868. 

Page 31 (U-ibute to Dr. James Jacksonj; 33 
(tribute to Dr. Jonathan Mason Warrenj. 

Reception and Entertainment of the 
Chinese Embassy, by the City of Boston. 

1868. Boston: Alfred Mudge & Son, City 

Printers, 34 School Street. 1868. 

Page 42, "Poem” ("At the Banquet to the 
Chinese Embassy”]. 

Sixty-Second Anniversary Celebration of 

the New-England Society in the City of 

New York at Delmonico’s, Dec, 23, 1867. 

Page 63 (letter, Nov. 14, 1867, to Eliot C. Cow- 
diu]. 

Songs and Poems of the Class of 1829, 3rd 
edition, 1868. See Part I, pages 59 ff. 

Tributes of the United States of America 
to Christian Gottfried Ehrenberg, i868. 
See Part I, page 135. 

1869. Address Delivered on the Centennial An¬ 

niversary of the Birth of Alexander von 
Humboldt... By Louis Agassiz. With an 
Account of the Evening Reception. Bos¬ 
ton: Boston Society of Natural History. 

1869. 
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Page 86, “Bonaparte, Aug. 15th, 1769.—Hum¬ 
boldt, Sept. 14th, 1769” [“Humboldt’s Birth¬ 
day”]. See letter, Holmes to Agassiz, Oct. 4, 
1869, quoted here, page 137. 

•The Atlantic Almanac 1869 Edited by 

Donald G. Mitchell. Boston: Ticknor and 

Fields, Office of the Atlantic Monthly. 

Page 47, ‘Talk Concerning the Human Body 
and Its Management.” The Harvard copy was 
received from the publisher Oct. 8, 1868; copies 
were deposited for copyright Oct. 12, 

A Description of the Dedication of the Mon¬ 
ument Erected at Guilford, Connecticut, 
in Honor of Fitz-Greene Halleck. Pri¬ 
vately Printed for the Committee, by D. 
Appleton and Company, of New York, 
1869. 

Page 21, “In Memory of Fitz-Greene Halleck.” 

•Lectures Delivered in a Course Before the 
Lowell Institute, In Boston, By Members 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
On Subjects Relating to the Early History 
of Massachusetts. [Seal of the Society] 
Boston: Published by the Society. 1869, 
Page 257, “The Medical Profession in Massa¬ 
chusetts.” See also Part I, page 139. 

“Let Us Have Peace” Music To Be Per¬ 
formed at the Grand National Peace 
Jubilee! To Be Held in Boston, June, 
1869. [List of contents] Boston: Pub¬ 
lished by Oliver Ditson & Co., 277 Wash¬ 
ington Street. New York: C. H. Ditson 
& Co., 711 Broadway. 

Appendix, page 9, “A Hymn of Peace” [With 
musiC]. Deposited for copyright June 10; 
copies for performers probably ready June 4. 

The National Peace Jubilee and Musical 
Reporter. Boston, Saturday, June 5,1869. 
Page [I], “A Hymn of Peace” [Words onlyj. 
Cover title: The National Peace Jubilee, and 
Musical Reporter, Boston, June 5, 1869. No. 4. 
Price 10 cents. $i for the Ten Numbers. The 
ten numbers were later issued bound with a 
title-page. 


Official Monthly Bulletin of the Great Na¬ 
tional Celebration of Peace And Musical 
Festival, To Take Place in the City of 
Boston, June 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19, To 
Commemorate the Restoration of Peace 
Throughout the Land... No. 4. May and 
June, 1869. Boston: Published by George 
Coolidge, 289 Washington Above Win¬ 
ter Street, And At the Coliseum During 
the Festival. 

Page 4, “Hymn of Peace.” The copyright note 
at the foot of the cover corresponds closely in 
wording with the entry of June 9, in the copy¬ 
right records, of the copies deposited. The 
cover title reads: “I-et us have Peace.” Grand 
National Peace Jubilee, and Musical Festival 
To Be Held In The City of Boston June 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, ’69. Official Edition, May & June, 
1869. There were five issues of this bulletin; 
namely, No. i for February, No. 2 for March 
and April, No. 3 also for March and April, 
No. 4 for May and June, No. 5 also for May 
and June. Numbers 4 and 5 are identical except 
for advertising matter; they are the only num¬ 
bers in which Holmes’s hymn appears. 

Sixty-Third Anniversary Celebration of the 
New-England Society in the City of New 
York at Delmonico’s D6c. 22, 1868. 
Page 62 [letter, Dec. i, 1868, to Eliot C. Cow- 
dinj. 

1870. Celebration of the iiith Anniversary of 
Robert Burns* Natal Day, at Delmoni- 
co*s Hotel, New York, January 25th, 
1870. New York: H. Read fie Co,, Young 
America Press, 1192 Broadway. 

Page 10 [letter, Dec. 28, 1869]. The cover has 
the imprint date 1870. 

•Tributes to the Memory of Hon. John 
Pendleton Kennedy. Reprinted from the 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts His¬ 
torical Society. 

Page 16 (letter, “Sept. 8th ii A.M.”]. Title 
from wrapper; the Harvard copy was received 
Oct. 4, 1870. The completed volume (xi) ot 
the Proceedings was not published until 1871; 
it prints at page 486 a letter of Oct. 17* ^070, 
acknowledging the receipt of the above. 
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1871. Annual Report of the School Committee 

of the City of Boston, 1871. 

Page 300 (“Welcome to the Grand Duke 
Alexis”]. Published 1872. 

The Unity of Italy. The American Celebra¬ 
tion of the Unity of Italy, at the Academy 
of Music, New York, Jan. 12, 1871, With 
the Addresses, Letters, and Comments 
of the Press. [Two-line quotation from 
Virgil] New York: G. P. Putnam & Sons, 
Association Building. 1871 
Page 71 [letter, Jan. ii, 187I]. 

1872. The Buyers* Manual and Business Guide 

... Compiled by J. Price and C. S. Haley. 
San Francisco: Francis & Valentine, 
Steam Book and Job Printing Establish¬ 
ment, No. 517 Clay Street, and 510 to 
516 Commercial Street. 1872. 

H 3 > "Aunt Tabitha.” A copy in the Yale 
library has the flyleaf date “21 Aug. 1872.” 

H.G. 1811-1872. Sketch of the Celebration 
of the Sixty-first Birthday of the Hon. 
Horace Greeley, LL.D., At the Residence 
of his Intimate Friend, Mr. Alvin J. 
Johnson, 323 West Fifty-seventh Street, 
New York, February 3, 1872; With a Se¬ 
lection of the Letters Received on That 
Occasion, Comments of the Press, Etc. 
Prepared by Charles F. Wingate. [Carl- 
fried.] New York: Printed, not Pub¬ 
lished. 1872. 

59 [formal letter, n.d., to Mr. A. J. John¬ 
son]. 

His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke 
Alexis In the United States of America 
During the Winter of 1871-1872 . . . For 
Private Distribution Cambridge Print¬ 
ed at the Riverside Press 1872 

^^g^ 97 ["At the Banquet to the Grand Duke 
Alexis”]. The Harvard copy was received Oct. 
24, 1872. 

The Pulse of Health An Exponent of 
Cumulative Exercise and of General 


Hygiene Vol.I September, 1872 No. 
3 - 

Final page [letter, in facsimile, July 30, 1872, 
to J. Fletcher Paulj. 

Reception Tendered by the Members of the 
Union League of Philadelphia to George 

H. Boker, Minister of the United States 
to Turkey. Friday Evening, December 
22, 1871. Philadelphia: Collins, Printer, 
705 Jayne Street. 1872. 

Page 59, “Letter from Oliver Wendell Holmes.” 

•Tribute to Walter Scott, On the One Hun¬ 
dredth Anniversary of his Birthday, by 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, Au¬ 
gust 15, 1871. Boston: Privately Reprint¬ 
ed from the Proceedings of the Society, 

1872. 

Page 15 [letter, Aug. 14, 1871, to R. C. Win- 
throp]. The completed volume (xii) of the 
Proceedings was not published until 1873; the 
article by Buxton Forman in the April 1872 is¬ 
sue of The London Quarterly Review and its 
offprint must have used the Tribute as a source. 

1873. *Centennial of the Boston Pier, Or the 
Long Wharf Corporation. 1873. Cam¬ 
bridge: Press of John Wilson and Son. 

1873. 

Page 18, “Remarks” [and poem, “For the Cen¬ 
tennial Dinner of the Proprietors of Boston 
Pier”]. 

The May-Flower. Keene, TTiursday, May 

I, 1873. 

Page 19 [letter, n.d., for benefit of Invalids’ 
Homej. The cover title is: The May Flower. 
Sentinel Printing Co., Printers, Keene. 

Narrative of the Mission to Russia, in 1866, 
of the Hon, Gustavus Vasa Fox, As¬ 
sistant-Secretary of the Navy. Vrom the 
Journal and Notes of /. F. Loubat. Edited 
by John D. Champlin, Jr. New York: 

D, Appleton and Company, 549 & 551 
Broadway. 1873. 

Page 180, "Poem” ["America to Russia”]. The 
Harvard copy was received from G. V. Fox, 
Oct. 9, 1873. 
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•Proceedings at the Farewell Banquet to 
Professor Tyndall, Given atDelmonico's, 
New York, February 4,1873. New York: 
D. Appleton and Company, 549 and 551 
Broadway. 1873. 

Page 25 “From Dr. O. W. Holmes” [letter, 
Jan. 28,1873, Prof. A. M. Mayerj. 

•The Tonic. Pordand, Maine. June 19, 
1873. 

Page I, “A Puzzle” [“My name declares my 
date to be”]. This is the first located printing; 
there may be an earlier one. 

1874. History of the Black Bear, “Billy Bruin,” 

who escaped from Ridge Hill Farms, 
Wellesley, on the evening of Wednesday, 
July 15th, 1874. 

Page 15 [letter, Aug. i, 1874]. Without title- 
page; the above is the caption title. William 
E. Baker, editor. 

In Memoriam. Died at Newport, R.I., Sep 
tember 30,1874. Gardner Brewer. In His 
69**^ Year. Boston: Printed for Private 
Distribution. 1874. 

Page 8, “O. W. Holmes in ‘Boston Daily Ad¬ 
vertiser’ ” 

A Memorial of Charles Sumner, From the 

City of Boston . , . Boston: Printed by 

Order of the City Council, mdccclxxiv. 

Page 76 [“Hymn at the Funeral Services of 
Charles Sumner”]. The Harvard copy was re¬ 
ceived from the city, June 16, 1874. 

Proceedings of a Special Meeting of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Decem¬ 
ber 16, 1873; Being the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of the Destruction of the 
Tea in Boston Harbor. Boston: Press of 
John Wilson and Son. 1874. 

Page 56, Ballad of the Boston Tea Party.” 

1875. •The American Annual Cyclopaedia and 

Register of Important Events of the 
Year 1874. Vol. XIV. New York: D. Ap 


pleton and Company, 549 & 551 Broad¬ 
way. 1875. 

Page 811, Jeffries Wyman. See page 498 for evi¬ 
dence of authorship. 

•The Ark. Ask now the Beasts and they 
shall teach thee.—Job xii, 7. Vol. I.—^No. 
5. Boston, February 26, 1875. Price Five 
Cents. 

Page [I], “Suggestive Hints from Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes” [letter, n.d.]. 

Cambridge in the “Centennial.” Proceed¬ 
ings, July 3, 1875, in Celebration of the 
Centennial Anniversary of Washington’s 
Taking Command of the Continental 
Army, on Cambridge Common. Cam¬ 
bridge: Printed by Order of the City 
Council. 1875. 

Page 88, “Response by Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, of Boston” [“Old Cambridge,” with 
introductory remarks]. Volume prepared by 
Joseph Warren Cotton. Presentation copies are 
dated March and May 1876. 

•The Harvard Book. A Series of Historical, 
Biographical, and Descriptive Sketches- 
By Various Authors. Illustrated with 
Views and Portraits, Collected and Pub¬ 
lished by F. O. Vaillc and H. A. Clark, 
Class of 1874. Vol. I. [II.] Cambridge: 
Welch, Bigelow, and Company. Univer¬ 
sity Press. 1875. 

Vol. I, page [239], ‘The Medical School” 
(Holmes undoubtedly wrote the biographical 
sketch of himself, page 253]; n, page [424j, 
‘The Holmes Estate." 

Memorial Bunker Hill, 1875* See Part I, 
pages 151 ' 52 - 

Proceedings of the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association at the Annual Meeting, June 
23, 1875 ... Boston: Bunker Hill Monu¬ 
ment Association, m dccc lxxv. 

Page 154, “Joseph Warren” in ‘Tribute of the 
Medical Profession.” 
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Scire Est Regere 1825 1875 'I'YXHS 

$YAAKTIKON RAIAEIA Semi-Cen- 
tennial of the Philomathean Society, 
Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass., On 
Wednesday, May 26, 1875. Committee 
of Arrangements. William H. Parmen- 
ter. William B. Bumsted. Robert M. Hig¬ 
gins. Charles E. Fish, Edward O. 
Dyer, '^4. 

Page 73 [letter, May 24. 1875]. Getchell & Mose- 
ly, Printers, Hyde Park, Mass. Erratum slip. 

1876. The Centennial Liberty Bell. . , . With Ap¬ 
pendix Embracing the Opening Cere¬ 
monies of the International Exhibition, 
and of the Centennial Celebration of 
July 4th 1876. By Jos. S. Longshore, M.D., 
and Benjamin L. Knowles. Philadelphia: 
Claxton, Remsen & Hafllefinger. 1876. 

Page 176, “Welcome to All Nations.” Copy¬ 
righted 1876 and evidently published before 
October, and so possibly preceding His Royal 
Highness Prince Oscar (see below). 

•Fair Words. Published in Aid of the St. 
Luke s Home for Convalescents, Florence 
Street, Boston, at Horticultural Hall, Bos¬ 
ton, February 14,1876. 

Page 12, "A Rhymed Riddle ” 

The History of Pittsfield, (Berkshire 
County,) Massachusetts, from the Year 
1800 to the Year 1876. Compiled and 
Written, under the General Direction of 
a Committee, by J. E. A. Smith. By Au¬ 
thority of the Town, Springfield: Pub¬ 
lished by C. W. Bryan & Co., 1876. 

Page 666 [“Report on the Ploughing Match”]. 

His Royal Highness Prince Oscar at the 

National Celebration of the Centennial 

Anniversary of American Independence, 

Held in Philadelphia, U.S.A., July 4, 

1876, Boston: Printed at the Riverside 

Press for Private Distribution. 1876. 

Page 65, “Welcome to All Nations.” The Bos¬ 
ton Public Library copy is the gift of the 


compiler, W. W. Tucker, Nov. 14, 1876. Sec 
above, The Centennial Liberty Bell. 

Laurel Leaves. Original Poems, Stories, and 
Essays, By [35 authorsj. Illustrated. Bos¬ 
ton: William F. Gill and Company, 309 
Washington Street. 1876. 

Page [Viij jletter, in facsimile, accepting the 
dedication of the book to him, Nov. 9, 1875]; 
167, “Old Cambridge” jwith full-page em¬ 
blematic illustration, by A. Bobbitt]. This vol¬ 
ume was noted in Publishers’ Weekly, Dec. 18, 
1875, as in cloth, full gilt, $6.00, and in Tur¬ 
key morocco, $12.00. Holmes’s publishers were 
evidently distressed by this book’s having been 
advertised as containing an original contribu¬ 
tion by Holmes. In a letter of Nov. 9, 1875. 
James R. Osgood, Holmes points out that he 
had referred Gill to the publishers of The At¬ 
lantic for permission to print; he signs him¬ 
self, “Yours in the unbroken 7th Publisher’s 
commandment, O.W.H.” (original in the Wil¬ 
son collection, vol. ii, page 580). Osgood may 
have been moved to protest by the unpopu¬ 
larity of Gill, whose flamboyant self-advertis¬ 
ing laid him open to much criticism. 

Memoir of Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe. By 
Julia Ward Howe: With Other Memorial 
Tributes. Published by the Howe Me¬ 
morial Committee. Boston: Printed by 
Albert J. Wright, 79 Milk Street (Cor¬ 
ner of Federal). 1876. 

Page 89, “Dr. Holmes’s Poem. A Memorial 
Tribute.” 

The Native Races of the Pacific States of 
North America. By Hubert Howe Ban¬ 
croft. New York: D. Appleton and Com- 
pany, 549 & 551 Broadway. 1876. 

Page 16, “What Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Thinks of the ‘Native Races of the Pacific 
Stales’ ” [letter, Jan. 3, 1875, to Bancroft]. This 
is an advertising brochure, without wrappers; 
the title is from page [ij. The letter is quoted 
also at page j2]. 

New-York Tribune. Extra, No. 33. 25 

Cents. Independence Day Orations and 
Poems July 4, 1876. 

Page 64, “Welcome to the Nations.” 
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Par](s for the People. Proceedings of a Pub¬ 
lic Meeting Held at Faneuil Hall, June 7, 

1876. Boston: Franklin Press: Rand, 
Avery, & Co. 1876. 

Page 20, “Speech of Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes.” 

A Study of Hawthorne. By George Parsons 
Lathrop. Boston: James R. Osgood and 
Company, Late Ticknor & Fields, and 
Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1876. 

Page 232 [letter, Apr. 9, 1851, to Hawthorncj. 

1877. Bryan Waller Proctor (Barry Cornwall). 
An Autobiographical Fragment and Bio¬ 
graphical Notes. With Personal Sketches 
of Contemporaries, Unpublished Lyrics, 
and Letters from Literary Friends. Bos¬ 
ton: Roberts Brothers. 1877. 

Page 305 [letter, Apr. 7, 18585. Edited by Cov¬ 
entry Patmore. 

Edgar Allan Poe A Memorial Volume 

By Sara Sigourney Rice. Baltimore: 

Turnbull Brothers. 1877. 

Page [79] [letter, Sept. 18, 1875, to Sara Rice, 
in facsimile]. 

•Golden Songs of Great Poets. (Latin quo¬ 
tation between ornamental rules] Illus¬ 
trated by Darley, Moran, Hart, Fred¬ 
ericks, Smillie, and McEntee. New York: 
Sarah H. Leggett, No. 1184 Broadway. 
1877. 

Page [15], “On the Threshold” [with illus¬ 
tration by Fredericks]. The poem was written 
expressly for this volume. Recorded in Pub¬ 
lishers' Weekly, Nov. 10, 1877, as a new publi¬ 
cation; cloth, gilt edges, $5.00; morocco, Sio.oo. 

A Memorial of Fitz-Greene Halleck: A 
Description of the Dedication of Monu¬ 
ment ... at Guilford, Connecticut, and 
of the Proceedings Connected with the 
Unveiling of the Poet's Statue in the Cen¬ 
tral Park, New York, Printed for the 
Committee, by Amerman & Wilson, i 
Park Place, New York, 1877. 


Page 40 [formal note. May 5,1877]. The poem 
at page 16 is not a first printing. Edited by 
Evert Duyckinck. 

Poems of the Old South . . . Gill & Co., 

1877. 

This book was published in December, two 
months later than the Household edition of 
Holmes’s poems, so that it is not the first book 
printing of ‘The Brave Old South.” 

Star Selections, 1876. A Fresh Collection of 
Patriotic Readings in Prose and Poetry. 
By Professor J. E. Goodrich. New York: 
Sheldon & Company, No. 8 Murray 
Street. 1877. 

Page 91, “John A, Andrew” ("Hymn for the 
Inauguration of the Statue of Governor An¬ 
drew”]. It has not been possible to discover 
whether this volume preceded or followed the 
Household edition. Both precede A Memorial 
Volume, Boston, 1878. 

Tribute of the Massachusetts Historical So¬ 
ciety to the Memory of Edmund Quincy 
and John Lothrop Motley Boston Mas¬ 
sachusetts Historical Society 1877 
Page 16 [remarks by Holmesj. 

1878. •Index to the North American Review. 
Volumes I.-CXXV. i 8 i 5 'i 877 * I* Ir^dex 
of Subjects. II. Index of Writers. By Wil¬ 
liam Cushing A.B., Late Assistant in 
Harvard College Public Library. Cam¬ 
bridge: Press of John Wilson and Son. 

1878. 

Page [ii] (part of a letter, signed O. W. H. and 
dated 1878, reprinted here, page 4595. 

•Proceedings of the Harvard Club of New 
York City at Their 12th Annual Dinner, 
Held at Delmonico's February 21st, 
1878 New York G. P. Putnam’s Sons 

182 Fifth Avenue 1878 
Page 16, “Harvard” [‘Two Sonnets”]; [letter, 
Feb. 21, 1878, to John O. Sargentj. First print¬ 
ing of the letter only. 

Seventy-Second Anniversary Celebration of 
the New-England Society in the City of 
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New York at Delmonico’s Dec. 22, 1877. 

Page 82 jletter, Dec. 4, 1877, to D. F. Apple- 
ton j. 

1879. *iDocument 96—1879.] City of Boston. 
Report of the Joint Special Committee on 
Intramural Interments.—In Common 
Council, September 25, 1879. 

Appendix, page 56 (letter, Sept, i, 1879J. 

The Life, Travels, and Literary Career of 
Bayard Taylor... By Russell Conwell ... 
Boston: B. B. Russell & Co., No. 57 Corn- 
hill . . . 1879. 

Page 325 (address at a meeting in Boston on 
the occasion of Taylor’s death j. 

A Memoir of Benjamin Robbins Curtis, 

LL.D. With Some of His Professional 
and Miscellaneous Writings. Edited by 
his Son, Benjamin R. Curtis. Vol. I. (II.j 
Boston, Little Brown, and Company. 

1879. 

Vo!. I, page 34 (letter, n.d., to George Ticknor 
Curtis, ca. 1878J. 

Memorial Oration in Honor of Ephraim 
McDowell, “The Father of Ovariotomy,” 

By Samuel D. Gross, M.D., LL.D., 
D.C.L., Oxon. Delivered at Danville, 

Ky., at the Dedication of the Monument 
Erected to the Memory of Dr. Ephraim 
McDowell By the Kentucky State Medi¬ 
cal Society, May 14, 1879. Published by 
the Society. Louisville, Ky.: Printed by 
John P. Morton and Company. 1879. 

Page 69 (letter, May 9, 1879, to L. S. McMur- 
tryj. The Harvard copy is the gift of the au¬ 
thor,’Oct. 31, 1879. 

Proceedings at a Reception in Honor of 
the Rev. O. B. Frothingham Given by 
the Independent Liberal Church at the 
Union League Theatre Tuesday Evening, 

April 22,1879 Together with the Report 
of the Farewell Sermon Delivered by 
Him at Masonic Temple, April 27, 1879 
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New York G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 182 
Fifth Avenue 1879 

Page 54 (letter, Apr. 2, 1879, to the Hon. Frank 
Fuller]. 

Seventy-fourth Anniversary Celebration of 
the New-England Society in the City of 
New York At the Fifth Avenue Hotel, 
Dec. 22, 1879 

Page 87 (letter, Dec. 9, 1879, to Josiah M. 
Fiskc]. Published 1880. 

Testimonials. Privately Printed—Not Pub¬ 
lished. Boston: Press of George H. Ellis, 
loi Milk Street. 1879. 

33 [letter, Apr. 21, 1867, to the Trustees 
of Cornell University]. Copyrighted by Francis 
Ellingwood Abbot. 

1880. *America The Art Autograph Ireland 
J. H. Whitehouse The Art Autograph is 
published by The Art Interchange for 
the benefit of famine-stricken Ireland. 
The contents are contributed. The plates 
are given by the Photo-Electrotype Com¬ 
pany. Three editions are published, i. 
Plain paper, 25 c.; 2. Heavy paper, Si.oo; 
3. Heavy plate paper, in portfolio, $5.00. 
The proceeds are for the “Herald Irish 
Famine Fund.” For sale by all news¬ 
dealers, the wholesale news companies, 
or direct from the office of The Art Ex¬ 
change, 140 Nassau Street, New York. 
Wm. Whitlock Manager. [Illustration 
“Famine” by James E. Kelley. Rule. 
Three lines in autograph facsimile and 
signature by Longfellow.] Copyright: 
1880; by Wm, Whitlock. Price, One 
Dollar. 

Plate II, ‘The Album Fiend” [in facsimile 
manuscript]. 

Art of Correspondence Dempsey & Carroll 
New York. 

Page 80 [letter, May 4, 1880, to Mrs. WatrouS]. 
There is no title-page; the running heads are 
“Dempsey & Carroll, Art Stationers” and 
“46 Union Square, South, N.Y.” Pages 18-19 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


print letters of acknowledgment dated 1880, 
the latest being September. Bound with this at 
the end with its own pagination and a title- 
page is “Art & Stationery and Usages of Polite 
Society By Mr. George D. Carroll 1880.” 

Burns Celebration, Held at Delmonico’s, 
January, 1880 [portrait] Report of the 
Speeches. New York: Reported and Pub¬ 
lished by N.Y. Stenographic and Type- 
Writing Association, H. Estella Part¬ 
ridge, Secretary. 32 Park Place. 

Page 4 [letter, Dec. 16,1879, to H. H. Pawsonj. 
There is no title-page; the title above is from 
the wrapper. 

The Huguenots in the Niprr*uck Country, 
1880. See Part I, page 177. 

Indiana Official Railway Guide. Vol. VI. 

September, 1880. No. 9. 

Page 6 [letter, Sept. 17, 1878, in facsimile, to 
Messrs. Mabie, Todd & Co., about the gold 
penj. Title from page i; the title on the wrap¬ 
per reads: September. Indiana Official Rail¬ 
way Guide. Indianapolis Journal Co. Pub¬ 
lishers. Price,—Ten Cents. 

Papyrus Leaves. Poems, Stories and Essays 
. . . Edited by William Fearing Gill. Il¬ 
lustrated. New York: R. Worthington. 
1880. 

Page 39, “In Response”; 271, “Enchanter of 
Erin” [“For the Moore Centennial Celebra¬ 
tion”]. Copyright 1879; noted in Publisher/ 
Weekly, Dec. 20, 1879. 

Seventieth Birthday of James Freeman 
Clarke. Memorial of the Celebration by 
the Church of the Disciples, Monday 
Evening, April 5, 1880. Boston: By the 
Committee, 1880. 

Page II, 'To James Freeman Clarke, April 4, 
1880.” This volume may not have preceded 
The Iron Gate; it is noticed in The Harvard 
Register, April 1881, vol. ni, page 299. 

•Sketches and Reminiscences of the Radical 
Club of Chestnut Street, Boston. Edited 


by Mrs. John T, Sargent. Boston: James 

R. Osgood and Company. 1880. 

Page 40 [remarks on Henry James, Sr.'s essay 
“Nature and Person”]; 362 [letter, Mar. 31, 
1880, to Mrs. Sargent]; 362-75, “Jonathan Ed¬ 
wards” [CXcerptS]; 377 [remarks on Professor 
Benjamin Peirce’s essay, 'The Impossible in 
Mathematics”]. 

1881. Additional Songs and Poems of the Class 
of 1829. See Part I, pages 61-62. 

Benjamin Peirce ,,.A Memorial Collection, 
By Moses King. Cambridge. 1881. Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 

Page 63, “Benjamin Peirce; Astronomer, Math¬ 
ematician, 1809-1880.” The Harvard copy was 
received from the publisher Feb. 17, 1881; ad¬ 
vertised in The Harvard Register, March 1881, 
vol. Ill, page 166, as in cloth and paper. 

Eighth Annual Report of the Carriage- 
Builders' National Association of the 
United States of America, For the Year 
1880-81. 1881. Hub Publishing Co. of 
N.Y. New-York. 

Page 48 [letter, Oct. 18, 1880, to the Executive 
Committee of the Carriage Builders' National 
Association]. 

Exercises in Celebrating the Two Hundred 
and Fiftieth Anniversary of the Settle¬ 
ment of Cambridge Held December 28, 

1880 Printed by order of the City Coun¬ 
cil Cambridge University Press: John 
Wilson and Son 1881. 

Page 32 [introductory remarks, followed by;j 
“Home” [“Our Home—Our Country”]; 126 
[letter, Nov. 5, 1880]. Although in the letter of 
Nov. 5, 1880, he had refused to write a poem, 
the verses were forthcoming. They are not, 
however, first printed here in a book, for th^ 
had already been printed in the Handy Vol¬ 
ume edition of Holmes's poems, published m 
September; the Harvard copy of this Cam¬ 
bridge volume was received, the gift of the 
city, on Oct. 13. 

James T. Fields. Biographical Notes and 
Personal Sketches With Unpublished 
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Fragments and Tributes from Men and 
Women of Letters Boston Houghton, 
Mifflin and Company The Riverside 
Press, Cambridge t88i 

Page 262 [letter, n.d., ca., Apr. 24, 1B81, to Mrs. 
Fields]. The volume was prepared bv Mrs. 
James T. Fields; correspondence between Mrs. 
Fields and Holmes shows that he gave her a 
good deal of advice, evidently keeping a close 
watch on the manuscript. 

*The Memorial History of Boston, Includ¬ 
ing Suffolk County, Massachusetts. 1630- 

1880. Edited by Justin Winsor, Librarian 
of Harvard University. In Four Volumes. 
Vol. IV. The Last Hundred Years. Part 
II. Special Topics. Issued under the busi¬ 
ness superintendence of the projector, 
Clarence F. Jewett. Boston: James R. Os¬ 
good and Company. 1881. 

5 A 9 > "Additional Memoranda by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, M.D.” [in “Medicine in Bos¬ 
ton,” by Samuel A. Green j. 

The Poets’ Tributes to Garfield The Col¬ 
lection of Poems Written for the Boston 
Daily Globe . . . Cambridge, Mass. Pub¬ 
lished by Moses King Harvard Square 
i88r 

Page 28, “After the Burial" (“On the Death of 
President Garfield”]. This volume evidently 
precedes the compilation of Henry J. Cookin- 
ham, In Memoriam. James A. Garfield, Utica, 
N.Y,, 1881, The book published bv King was 
entered, by title, for copyright on Oct. 5: a 
copy was received at Harvard on Oct. 7. The 
New York State publication was entered for 

copyright Nov. ig, and copies deposited Nov, 

21 • 

The Sword and the Pen. December 10, 

1881. No. 4. Published Daily in the In¬ 
terest of the Soldiers* Home Bazaar. 

^^gc [I] [letter, Nov. 23, 188I], Ten numbers, 
ec. 7-17, were published, copyrighted by 
Horace P. Chandler. 

1882, Mr. Lane’s Chester Miracle, 1882, See Part 
I. pages 187-88. 


Proceedings at the Second Annual Meeting 
and Second Annual Festival of the New 
England Society in the City of Brooklyn. 
Officers, Directors, Council, Members, 
Standing Committees, and By-Laws of 
the Society. 

Page 57 (letter, Nov. 26, 1881, to the Rev. A. P. 
Putnamj. 

*Tributes to Longfellow and Emerson By 
The Massachusetts Historical Society. 
With Portraits. Boston: A. Williams and 
Co., Publishers, Old Corner Bookstore, 
283 Washington St. 1882. 

Page 13, “Remarks of Dr. Holmes" [On Long¬ 
fellow, first here); 39, “Address of Dr. Holmes ’ 
[On Emerson]. The Holmes copy (Harvard li- 
brary) was the gift of the publisher, June 25, 
1882. Bound in paper boards lettered as on 
title-page, and in while cloth with decorative 
lettering in gilt and blue. 

1883. Documents with Reference to Proposed 
Building for the Army Medical Museum 
and Library of the Surgeon General’s 
Office. 

Page 3, “I. Letter from Professors Samuel D. 
Gross, of Philadelphia, Austin Flint, Sr., of 
New York, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, of 
Boston, to the American Medical Association, 
relative to the Army Medical Museum and Li- 
brary at Washington, D.C.” See pages 426 f. A 
copy is in the Surgeon-General's Library. 

Herbert Spencer on the Americans and the 
Americans on Herbert Spencer. Being a 
Full Report of his Interview, and of the 
Proceedings at the Farewell Banquet of 
Nov. II [^/V], 1882. New York D. Ap¬ 
pleton and Company, 1883. 

Page 84 [letter, Nov. 6, 1882, to Dr. W. J. 

Youmansj. The first issue of this pamphlet has 

the error in the date on both the title-page and 

the wrapper; a later issue corrects the date from 

Nov. n to Nov. 9 on the wrapper only. Both 

issues have 96 pages. There is a third issue of 

102 pages and 6 pages of publisher’s advertise¬ 
ments. 
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Proceedings at a Banquet Given by His 
Friends to the Hon. Marshall Pinckney 
Wilder Ph.D. On His Birthday Septem¬ 
ber 22,1883, To Commemorate the Com¬ 
pletion of his Eighty-Fifth Year. [Two- 
line quotation from Horacej Cambridge: 
University Press. 1883. 

Page loi [letter, Beverly Farms, Sept. 14, 1883, 
to Charles H. B. Breckj. The Yale copy has a 
flyleaf presentation date: Jany 22/84. 

Proceedings at the Dinner Given by the 
Medical Profession of the City of New 
York April 12, 1883 to Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes M.D., LL.D. Edited by 
Wesley M. Carpenter, M.D, . . New 
York G, P. Putnam’s Sons 27 & 29 
West 23d Street 1883. 

Page 16, “Poem by Dr. Holmes.” Poems and 
tributes to Holmes also. 

Song-Captives. By John Albert Wilson, 
Author of “The Paradox and Other 
Poems,” Etc., Etc. [Four-line quotation 
from LongfelloW] Boston: A. Williams 
and Company. Old Corner Bookstore. 

MDCCCLXXXIII. 

Inserted to face page iv [letter, in facsimile, 
Dec. 24, 1877, to Wilson]. The Harvard copy, 
the gift of T. W. Higginson, was received Dec. 
16, 1882. 

1884. Circulars of Information of the Bureau of 
Education. No. 4—1884. Proceedings of 
the Department of Superintendence of 
the National Education Association at 
Its Meeting at Washington, February 12 
—14, 1884. Washington: Government 
Printing Office. 1884.1912—No. 4 273— 
274 

Page 47 [letter. Mar. 18, 1883, about treesj. 

Commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniver¬ 
sary of the Organization of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, in Philadelphia. 
1884. Philadelphia: Thos. S. Dando & 


Co., Printers and Publishers, No. 307 
Walnut Street. 

Page 61 [letter, Nov. 30, 1883]. Holmes, refus¬ 
ing the invitation to attend, writes: “I do not 
feel that I have any special right to be there, 
as I was later in waking to the daybreak of 
freedom than many of my less sleepy friends. 
• • • 

Fifty Years Among Authors, Books, and 
Publishers. J. C. Derby . . . New York: 
Copyright, 1884, By G. W, Carleton O* 
Co., Publishers, London: S. Low, Son & 

Co. MDCCCLXXXIV. 

Page 287 [Dr. Holmes’s Reminiscence]. 

From the Hudson to the Yosemite By Wal¬ 
lace Bruce [line drawing] Dedicated To 
the Traveller Who Stays at Home (For 
50 cts.) Draughtsmen for this Route: Al¬ 
fred Fredericks and James D. Smillie 
Published By American News Company 
New York 

Page 8 [letter, in facsimile, n.d., to author]. 
This title is from the deposit copy, Oct. 2,1884, 
in the Library of Congress. A copy in the Wil¬ 
son collection has a different title-page. After 
the author’s name, it reads: Illustrated by Al¬ 
fred Fredericks and James D. Smillie Pub¬ 
lished by the Bryant Literary Union Eve¬ 
ning Post Building New York. 

Life and Letters of Bayard Taylor Edited 
by Marie Hansen-Taylor and Horace E. 
Scudder In Two Volumes Vol. I. [II-j 
Boston Houghton, Mifflin and Com¬ 
pany New York: ii East Seventeenth 
Street The Riverside Press, Cambridge 
1884 

Vol- II, page 673 [letter, n.d., ea. Sept.-Oct- 
1875; another letter, n.d., is briefly quoted, 
page 468]. 

Life of Oliver Wendell Holmes By E. E. 
Brown ... Boston D. Lothrop and Com¬ 
pany Franklin Street 

Page 128 [‘The World’s Homage”,; 130 
the Unitarian Festival,” the long version,; 132, 
“Sonnet” [“Alma Mater”]; 211, “His Honor’s 
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father yet remains” jbut sec next entryj; 238, 
"Fair Lady, whosoe’er thou art” ^with the 
mottoj. Copyright 1884; the Harvard copy 
was received Apr. 14, 1884. 

Lyrics of the Law. A Recital of Songs and 
Verses Pertinent to the Law and the 
Legal Profession, Selected from Various 
Sources -By- J. Greenbag Croke [pseud. 
of Joseph Hasbrouck] San Francisco: 
Sumner Whitney & Co., 1884. 

Page 30, “Response” (“His Honor's father yet 
remains”j; 296 (Holmes’s introductory re¬ 
marks from the Boston Evening Transcripty 
The preface is dated Jan. 10, 1884; the book 
may precede Brown’s Life, listed above. 

The New Century and the New Building 
of the Harvard Medical School, 1884. 
See Part I, pages 192-93. 

*An Old Scrap-Book. With Additions. 
Printed, But Not Published, for Distri¬ 
bution, As a Passing Token to Personal 
Friends. [Four-line quotation from F. G. 
Halleckj February 8, 1884. 

Page 212, |‘Hunting.Song, 1857” (“Not a buck 
Was shot, dated at the end: September 23, 
^^ 57 ]! 206, “Hunting Song for 1839”; 517, 
‘Never or Now” (“In vain the common 
theme, 33 lines j. This volume was compiled 
by John Murray Forbes and printed at the Uni¬ 
versity Press, Cambridge, by John Wilson and 
Son. The supplement of 1891 and the second 
edition contain no first printings, nor are the 
other selections by Holmes here first in a book. 

Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Reports made 
to the Boston Medical Library Associa¬ 
tion, October vii., m dccc lxxxiv., by 
James Read Chadwick, M.D., Librarian. 
Report of the Special Meeting held on 
November xxv., m dccc lxxxiv., for the 
presentation of a bust of Dr. J. Marion 
Sims. 

Page ID (remarks of the president. Holmes, on 
accepting the bustj. The title above is from the 
rront wrapper; there is no title-page. 


1885. Addresses at the Complimentary Dinner to 

Benjamin Apthorp Gould. Hotel Ven- 

dome, Boston, May 6,1885. Lynn, Mass.: 

Press of Thos. B. Nichols. 1885. 

Page 22, A Welcome to Dr. Benjamin 
Apthorp Gould.” 

Cornell University. Proceedings at the Un¬ 
veiling of the Tablet to the Memory of 
Louis Agassiz, And at the Formal Open¬ 
ing of the Sibley College Extension, and 
the Unveiling of the Portrait of the Hon¬ 
orable Hiram Sibley. June 17, 1885. Pub¬ 
lished by Order of the Trustees. Ithaca, 
1885. 

Page 7 (letter, June 9, 1885, to the Hon. An¬ 
drew D. Whitej. 

Henry W^adsworth Longfellow. Seventy- 
Eighth Birthday. Proceedings of the 
Maine Historical Society, February 27, 
1885. Portland: Hoyt, Fogg & Donham, 
193 Middle Street, 

Page 21 (letter, Jan. 24, 1885J. 

History of the Ordination of Caleb D. Brad- 
lee. Also History of the Thirtieth Anni¬ 
versary of His Ordination. Monday, De¬ 
cember II, 1884. Thirty Years. 1854. — 
30 — 1884. Boston: Printed for the Au¬ 
thor. D. Clapp & Son, Printers. 1885. 

Page (iij (letter, Nov. 28, 1884J. 

Proceedings at the Presentation of a Por¬ 
trait of John Greenleaf Whittier to 
Friends* School, Providence, R.I. Tenth 
Month, 24th, 1884 Cambridge Printed at 
the Riverside Press 1885. 

Page 81 (letter, July 16, 1884, to Augustine 
JoneS]. 

Reception and Dinner Given to the Hon. 
John Lowell By the Boston Merchants* 
Association, May 23, 1884. Boston: Press 

of Rockwell and Churchill, No. 39 Arch 
Street. 1885. 

Page 29 (remarks about Dorothy Quincy Jack- 
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son, and the poem “Dorothy Q.” with the pro¬ 
nouns altered “for this occasion only”]. 

•Recreations of the Rabelais Club. 1882- 

1885. ‘Sursum Corda.’ Printed for the 

Members. [All rights reserved-^ 

Page [I], “To the Rabelais Club” [letter, Jan. 
21, 1882]. Printer’s name on verso of title-page: 
Billing and Sons, Guilford. The Latin quota¬ 
tion from Rabelais used on page [iiij here and 
in other volumes of the Recreations was sug¬ 
gested by Holmes. 

1886. Annual Dinner of the Typothetae of New 
York. In Honor of the Birthday of [por¬ 
trait] Benjamin Franklin at Delmonico’s 
Monday, January 18, i886 

Page 5 [letter, Dec. 26, 1885]. Lockwood Press, 
New York, 1886. 

Explanation of the Japanese Village and 
Its Inhabitants. 

Page 2 “[From the Boston Sunday Herald]. 
The Japanese Village. A letter endorsing it 
written by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes.” The 
letter is signed; “O. W. H.” and dated: Boston, 
Feb. 20. 1886. This is a 16-page advertising 
brochure, got out by the Japanese Village Com¬ 
pany, Fred H. Deakin, president. The title- 
page is as above. The cover title reads: From 
the Land of the Rising Sun. Horticultural 
Halls (Entire building used.)—For limited sea¬ 
son only. A veritable Japanese village under the 
sanction of the Imperial Japanese government. 
A colony of Japanese men, women and chil¬ 
dren, in native costume who daily illustrate the 
art industries of Japan. Don’t fail to see the 
Japanese babies. Three receptions daily (Sun¬ 
days excepted), 10 to 12, i to 5, 7 to 10. Adults 
50 cents. Children 25 cents. Special rates for 
schools. (See also Part I, page 205, for a broad¬ 
side advertisement using the letter, evidently 
later. This 16-page pamphlet is apparently for 
the Boston showing of the village. The descrip¬ 
tion above is from Mr. Currier’s notes which 
locate the copy he saw in the Harvard library 
where it cannot now be found.— Ed.) 

•Life of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
With Extracts from His Journals and 
Correspondence Edited by Samuel 


Longfellow Vol. I. [IIj. Boston Tick- 

nor and Company 1886 

Vol. II, page 434, ‘In gentle bosoms tried and 
true” [from Longfellow’s journal, Feb. 27, 
1867, written for his birthday]. 

Memoir of Jonathan Mason Warren, M.D. 

By Howard Payson Arnold. Printed for 

Private Distribution. Boston: 1886. 

Page 254 [letter, June 6, 1864, to Warren]. 
Other material, pages 119, 256, is not here 
first printed. See pages 112 and 128 for bio¬ 
graphical data. 

Old Lines in New Black and White, 1886. 
See Part I, pages 208-9. 

Proceedings of the Dedication of the Foun¬ 
tain on Eaton Square, Ward 24, October 
24,1885, in Memory of Theodore Lyman, 
Jr., Mayor of Boston in 1834-35. Boston: 
Printed by Order of the City Council. 

MDCCCLXXXVI. 

Page 53 “[From O, W. Holmes, M.D.]” (let¬ 
ter, Oct. 21,1885, to Nahum Capenj. 

Response to the Toast “The President of 
the United States,” Liverpool, 1886. See 
Part I, pages 209-10. 

Re-union of the Schoolmates of John 
Greenleaf Whittier, at St. John’s Rectory, 
Haverhill, Mass. September 10, 1885. 
With the Exercises at the Presentation of 
the Portrait of the Poet to the Haverhill 
Public Library. December 17, 1885. 
Haverhill: Chase Brothers, 15 Washing¬ 
ton Street. 1886 

Page 10 [letter, Beverly Farms, Sept, 7, 1885J. 

Services at the Celebration of the Two 
Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Organization of the First Church in 
Cambridge, February 7—14, 1886. Cam¬ 
bridge: John Wilson and Son. University 
Press. 1886. 

Page [22], “Hymn.-Thc Word of Promise”; 
120, “Remarks by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes 
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on Reading his Hvmn.” The Harvard copy 
was received Oct. 12, 1886. 

•Souvenir of the New York Odontological 

Society. Annual Dinner 1886. 

Page II [letter, Jan. 22, 1886, to Dr. Norman 
W. Kingsley^. The cover serves as the titlc- 
page. 

Speeches at the First Dinner of the Phillips 
Academy Alumni Association, Parker 
House, Boston, March 24, 1886. Pub¬ 
lished by the Executive Committee. Bos¬ 
ton: Printed by Nathan Sawyer & Son, 
No. 70 State Street. 1886. 

Page 21, “Speech of Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes” [includes the poem “Bill and Joe” and 
a quotation from ‘The Schoolboy”]. The Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection has two copies: one in 
blue paper wrappers, the other in brown cloth. 

1887. Announcement of the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Hospital. Hudson, St. Croix 
County, Wisconsin, 1887. Minneapolis: 
Tribune Job Printing Co., 1887. 

l4] [letter in facsimile, Feb. 4, 1886]. 

Beecher Memorial Contemporaneous Trib¬ 
utes to the Memory of Henry Ward 
Beecher Compiled and Edited by Ed¬ 
ward W. Bok Privately Printed Brook¬ 
lyn, New York 1887 

Page I, “Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes” [prose 
tribute to Beecherj. One hundred copies of 
those printed were intended for the public. The 
Bancroft copy, New York Public Library, was 
received June 25, 1887. 

The Commemoration by King*s Chapel, 
Boston, Of the Completion of Two Hun¬ 
dred Years Since its Foundation, on 
Wednesday, December 15, 1886. Also 
Three Historical Sermons With Illus¬ 
trations. Boston: Little, Brown, and 
Company. 1887. 

Page 60, "Hymn” [ “O’ershadowed by the walls 
that climb”]; 131, “Poem” [“Is it a weanling’s 
weakness”]. The Harvard copy was received 
May 4, 1887. 


1636. Harvard University. 1886. A Record 
of the Commemoration, November Fifth 
to Eighth, 1886, on the Two Hundred 
and Fiftieth Anniversary of the Found¬ 
ing of Harvard College. Cambridge, 
N.E.: John Wilson and Son. University 
Press. 1887. 

Page 237, “Poem”; 302, “Speech.” 

No. 17 Standard Recitations by Best Au¬ 
thors ... By Frances P. Sullivan. Issued 
Quarterly. September, 1887 ... M. J. Ivers 
& Co., Publishers 86 Nassau Street, N.Y. 

Page 48, "Our Brother” ["Hymn read at the 
Dedication of the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Hospital at Hudson, Wisconsin”]. See page 321 
for note of the arrangement of stanzas. 

A Testimonial to Charles J. Paine and 
Edward Burgess, From the City of Bos¬ 
ton, For Their Successful Defense of the 
America’s Cup. Boston: Printed by Or¬ 
der of the City Council. 1887. 

Page [I51J [letter, Beverly Farms, Oct. 3, 1887, 
to His Honor Hugh O’Brien, Mayorj. 

Year Book of the Holland Society of New- 

York, 1886-87 By the Secretary. 

Page 151 [two letters, Jan. 10, 22, 1887, to G. 
W. Van Siclen]. The seal of the De Vinne Press 
is on the verso of the title-page. 

1888. Appletons’ Cyclopaedia of American Biog¬ 

raphy Edited by James Grant Wilson 
and John Fiske [quotation] Volume IV. 
Lodge—Pickens New York D. Ap¬ 
pleton and Company i, 3, and 5 Bond 
Street i888 

Page 438, 'Motley, John Lothrop.” Holmes is 
named as the author on page [ixj. 

•What American Authors Think about In¬ 
ternational Copyright New-York Amer¬ 
ican Copyright League 1888 
Page II [letter, Apr. 27, 1885, to Mr. Lathropj. 

1889. *Chambers’s Encyclopedia A Dictionary 

of Universal Knowledge New Edition 
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Vol.IV Dionysius to Friction William 

and Robert Chambers London and 

Edinburgh J. B. Lippincott Company, 

Philadelphia 1889 All Rights reserved. 

Page 323, “Emerson.” The verso of the title- 
page lists the article among those “Copyrighted 
1889, by J. B. Lippincott Company.” Holmes’s 
authorship is indicated in the list of contribu¬ 
tors to the volume. Issued also as an offprint; 
see Part I, page 222. 

*The Correspondence of John Lothrop 
Motley, D.C.L. Author of “The History 
of the Rise of the Dutch Republic,” “The 
History of the United Netherlands,” 
Etc. Edited by George William Curtis. 
In Two Volumes. Vol. I. [II.] With Por¬ 
trait. London; John Murray, Albemarle 
Street. 1889. 

[Letters as follows:] vol. i, page 197, Sept. 23, 
1856, and Jan. 9, 1857; 340, Apr. 29, i860; 359, 
Feb. 16, 1861; vol. II, page 44, Nov. 29, 1861; 
57, Feb. 3, 1862; 68, Mar. 8, 1862; 72, Apr. 27, 
1862; 84, Aug. 29, 1862; 102, Dec. 15, 1862; 
209, Oct. 10, 1865; 378, May 18, 1874; 387, May 
8, 1876; 402, Mar. 14, 1877. The American edi¬ 
tion, English sheets, has a title-page with the 
imprint: New York Harper & Brothers, Frank¬ 
lin Square. Biographical material also. 

Library of Tribune Extras, May 1889, Vol. 
I, No. 5. The Washington Centenary 
Celebrated in New-York, April 29, 30 - 
May I, 1889. The Tribune Association, 
New-York. 

Page 66, “Sentiment” j “Sceptres and thrones 
the morning realms have tried”]. 

Life of Harriet Beecher Stowe Compiled 
from Her Letters and Journals By Her 
Son Charles Edward Stowe Boston and 
New York Houghton, Mifflin and Com¬ 
pany The Riverside Press, Cambridge 

1889 

Page 408 [letter, Jan. 8, 1876]; 455 (letter. 
Sept. 25, 1869]. 

Proceedings on the Occasion of Laying the 
Corner-Stone of the New Public Library 


Building of the City of Boston. Novem¬ 
ber 28, 1888, Boston: Printed by Order 
of the City Council, mdccclxxxix. 

Page (19), “Poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes.” 

*The Trade of Authorship By Wolstan 
Dixey Editor of Treasure-Trove Maga¬ 
zine, Formerly Literary Editor of The 
New School Journal and other Periodi¬ 
cals Published by the Author Brook¬ 
lyn, N.Y. 89 Hicks Street 1889 

Page 29, “Dr. Holmes’s Advice to a Young 
Verse Writer” [letter, ca. 1876]. 

1890. *The Art of Authorship Literary Reminis¬ 
cences, Methods of IVor^, and Advice to 
Young Beginners Personally Contrib¬ 
uted by Leading Authors of the Day 
Compiled and Edited by George Bainton. 
London: James Clarke & Co., 13 & i 4 » 
Fleet Street. 1890 

Page 207 [letter, n.d.j. Also with the imprint of 
D. Appleton and Company, New York. 

George W. Childs Recollections 

Page 5 [letter, n.d., after Apr. 189O]. This 
pamphlet, with the title-page as above serving 
as the wrapper, is an advertising brochure got 
out by Lippincott for Childs’s Recollections, 
published April 1890. 

Henry Jacob Bigelow, M.D. Memorial 
Meeting. 

Page 2, “Remarks of Dr. Holmes” [at the Bos¬ 
ton Society for Medical Improvement, Nov. 
19, 189O]. The cover serves as a title-page; off¬ 
print from The Boston Medical and Surgical 

Journal, Nov. 27, 1890. 

Recollections. By George W. Childs [One- 
line quotation from Tennysonj Philadel¬ 
phia: J. B. Lippincott Company. 1890. 

Page 206 [letter, Aug. 17,1887, to Childs,. Tlie 
letter is in the section having the half^tle. 
“Memorials to Shakespeare, Herbert and^w- 
per Milton, Bishops Andrewes and Ken, 
signed: L.CX). L. Clarke Davis’ rontribunon 
to this volume was privately pnnted, wnth 
slight changes, in Aug. 1890, Holmes s lett 
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appearing at page 22. His poem for the foun¬ 
tain at Stratford-on-Avon is in both, of course, 
but is not a first printing. 

A Report of the Twentieth Anniversary of 
of the Harvard Dental School, March 11, 

1889. Published by the Harvard Dental 
Alumni Association. Boston: Alfred 
Mudge & Son, Printers, No. 24 Franklin 
Street. 1890. 

Page 41 [letter, Dec. 3, 1888). The Harvard 
copy has a printed presentation slip laid in, 
dated Feb. i, 1890. 

No. 29. Standard Recitations By Best Au¬ 
thors ... By Frances P. Sullivan. Issued 
Quarterly. September, 1890 ... M. J. Ivers 
& Co., Publishers, 86 Nassau Street, N.Y. 

Page 24, “After the Curfew.” 

Typical Elms and Other Trees, 1890. See 
Part I, page 225. 

1891. Bulletin of the Harvard Medical School 
Association Number i Report of the 
First Annual Meeting held in Boston 
June 23, 1891 Boston: Published by 
the Association 1891 
Page 30 [letter, June 19, 1891 j. 

The Carrier’s Dream and the Broomstick 
Train. See Part I, page 225. 

A History of Dartmouth College and the 
Town of Hanover New Hampshire By 
Frederick Chase Edited by John K. 

Lord In Two Volumes Vol. I. [II.] 
Cambridge John Wilson and Son Uni¬ 
versity Press 1891 

Vol. II, page 308 [Holmes’s introductory re¬ 
marks to his lecture, “The Relations of Poetry 
and Science” (1853), as given at Dartmouth, 

July 28, 1858]. Some biographical material. 

The Latest Poems of the Class of 1829.1891. 

See Part I, pages 62-63. 

Life of John Boyle O’Reilly, By James Jef¬ 
frey Roche. Together With His Complete 
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Poems and Speeches, Edited By Mrs. 
John Boyle O’Reilly. Introduction By His 
Eminence James Cardinal Gibbons, Arch¬ 
bishop of Baltimore. New York: Cassell 
Publishing Company, 104 & 106 Fourth 
Ave. 

Page 241 [letter, July 2 ,1882, to O’Reillyj; 357 
[letter, Aug. 12, n.y., 1890, to Mrs. O'Reillyj. 
Copyright 1891. 

Portraits and Autographs: An Album for 
the People. [Trade-mark of The Revieu/ 
of Reviews, naming W. T. Stead as edi¬ 
tor] London: Mowbray House, Norfolk 
St. Strand, W.C. 1891 

Page 58 [letter, Jan. 22, 1890, to Stead]. 

1892. Abraham Coles: Biographical Sketch, 

Memorial Tributes, Selections from His 

Works, (Some Hitherto Unpublished.) 

Edited by His Son Jonathan Ackerman 

Coles, A.M., M.D. Illustrated. New 

York: D. Appleton & Company. 1892. 

Page 46 [letter, June 9, 189I]; page [I3] of un¬ 
paged section, “Critics and Criticism” [Cx- 
cerpt evidently from same letter]. 

Ballads of America and Other Poems By 
Henry O’Meara [One-line quotation 
from Virgil] Second Edition Boston 
Damrell and Upham The Old Corner 
Bookstore 1892 

Page [8] [letter. May 25, 1891 j. The letter does 
not appear in the first edition; the book is dedi¬ 
cated to Holmes. 

Biographical Notice of Pres’t Henry Mor¬ 
ton, Ph.D. of the Stevens Institute of 
Technology. Prepared by Prof. Coleman 
Sellers, E.D., and Prof. Albert R. Leeds, 
Ph.D., on the Occasion of the Presenta¬ 
tion to the Trustees and Faculty, by the 
Alumni Association, of a Portrait of 
President Morton, February 15, 1892. 

Page 58 [letter, Dec. 6, 1868, to Coleman Sel¬ 
lers]. 
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Burnsiana: A Collection of Literary Odds 
and Ends Relating to Robert Burns 
Compiled by John D. Ross, Author of 
[3 titles listed], Vol. I. Alexander Gard¬ 
ner, Publisher to Her Majesty the Queen, 
Paisley; and 26 Paternoster Square, Lon¬ 
don 1892 

Page 72: “LIII,—Oliver Wendell Holmes on 
Burns” ^as from a letter that had been pub¬ 
lished in a newspaper, unlocatedj. 

In Memoriam. David Humphreys Storer. 
Born March 26, 1804. Died September 
10, 1891. 

Page 6 [tribute by Holmes at a meeting of the 
Section for Clinical Medicine, Pathology and 
Hygiene of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
Suffolk District,,.. January 29,1892]. Without 
title-page, the title above being the heading of 
the first page of text; the cover reads: David 
Humphreys Storer. On the back wrapper ap¬ 
pears the imprint: S. J. Parkhill & Co., Printers 
Boston. 

Proceedings at a Meeting of the Unitarian 
Club, of New York Held in Memory of 
George William Curtis, November 14, 
1892. Addresses by John A. Taylor, 
Charles Dudley Warner, Theodore 
Roosevelt, George R. Bishop. Sonnet by 
James H. Morse Printed by the Club 

Page 26 [letter, Oct. 31, 1892, to George R. 
Bishop j. 

[Reprinted from the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal of August 25, 1892.] 
Henry Ingersoll Bowditch, M.D. The 
Memorial Meeting of Section for Clini¬ 
cal Medicine, Pathology, and Hygiene of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society, Suf¬ 
folk District. 

Page 25, ‘Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes” (letter, 
n.d., Mar. 1892; the meeting was Mar. 16]. 
Cover title: Henry I. Bowditch, M.D. Memo¬ 
rial Meeting. 

The Story of Chicago By Joseph Kirkland 
Chicago Dibble Publishing Company 
1892 


P^ge 478 [letter, n.d., in advertising material 
for Piatt’s American Poets and Art, 1880]. 

Twenty-Five Years. Sermons and Address¬ 
es in Recognition of the Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary of the Installation of the 
Rev. Alexander McKenzie, The First 
Church in Cambridge. January, 1892. 

P^ge 57 [letter, Jan. 21, 1892, to James M. W. 
Hall]. The Harvard copy, the gift of McKen¬ 
zie, is dated Apr. 21,1892. 

1893, The Chicago Massacre of 1812 With Il¬ 
lustrations and Historical Documents By 
Joseph Kirkland Author of [4 titles 
listed] Chicago The Dibble Publishing 
Company 334 Dearborn Street 1893 

Page 220 [letter. Mar. 19, 1892, in the adver¬ 
tising material for Kirkland’s The Story of 
Chicago^ 

City of Cambridge. Annual Report of the 
Trustees of the Cambridge Public Li¬ 
brary, For the Year 1893 Cambridge: 
Harvard Printing Company, 1894. 

Page 20 [letter, June 9, 1893, to T. W. Higgin- 
sonj. 

Memorial to John Grcenleaf Whittier, by 
the Citizens of Amesbury. December 17, 
1892. Amesbury: Fred • A. Brown, Pub¬ 
lisher, 1893, 

Page 41 [letter, Dec. 12, 1892]. 

Noah Porter A Memorial by Friends 
Edited by George S. Merriam With 
Portraits New York Charles Scrib¬ 
ner’s Sons 1893, 

Page 186 [letter, Dec. 13, 1879, to Porterj. The 
Boston Public Library copy was received Sept. 

23* 1893. 

The Poet and the Man Recollections and 
Appreciation of James Russell Lowell 
By Francis H. Underwood, LL.D. Form¬ 
erly U. S. Consul at Glasgow Author 
of [3 tides listed] Boston Lee and Shep¬ 
ard Publishers 10 Milk Street 1893 
In “Letters to the Author,” bound at the end 
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and separately paged, at page 2, “From Oliver 
Wendell Holmes” (letter commending Under¬ 
wood’s Quabbiriy See page 244. This book on 
Lowell is dedicated to Holmes. 

Quaker Poems. A Collection of Verse Re¬ 
lating to the Society of Friends. Com¬ 
piled by Charles Francis Jenkins. Phila¬ 
delphia: John C. Winston & Co. 1893. 

Page 132, ‘‘In Memory of John Greenleaf 
Whittier.” 

Sixth Annual Report of the Kindergarten 
for the Blind September 30, 1892 (Illus¬ 
tration) Boston, Press of Geo. H. Ellis 
1893 

Page 97 (letter, Apr. 20. 1892, to Hclc'n Keller j. 

No. 39. Standard Recitations By Best Au¬ 
thors ... By Frances P. Sullivan. Issued 
Quarterly. March, 1893 . . . M. J. I vers & 

Co., Publishers, 86 Nassau Street, N.Y. 

Page 46, “Hymn for . . . the Young Men’s 
Christian Union.” The hymn was read first on 
May 31; evidently the quarterly numbers of 
this publication appeared late or were pre¬ 
dated. 

1894. Bryant Centennial Cummington August 

the Sixteenth 1894 November the Third 

1794 November the Third 1894 

Page 47 (letter, Beverly Farms, Aug. 13, 1894). 

Verso of title-page: Springfield, Clark W. 

Bryan Co. Printers. 

*The Life and Letters of John Greenleaf 
Whittier By Samuel T. Pickard In 
Two Volumes Volume I. (II.j Boston 
and New York Houghton, Mifflin and 
Company The Riverside Press Cam¬ 
bridge 1894 

(Letters as follows:] vol. n, page 640, June 19, 

1878; 643, Oct. 10, 1878; 667, Mar. 6, 1881; 674, 

Oct. 18, 1881; 741, Sept. 2, 1889; 752, Sept. 3, 

1891; 755, (Dec.) 1891. 

Life of Oliver Wendell Holmes By E. E. 

Brown... D. Lothrop and Company 
Page 317 (‘To the Teachers of America"]; 
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318 (“Hymn for the ... Young Men's Christian 
Union”]. Copyright 1894; these poems arc not, 
of course, in the 1884 edition of this book. 

*Memorials of the Sixtieth Wedding Anni¬ 
versary of Sarah Swain Hathaway and 
John Murray Forbes. Feb. 8, 1834-1894. 
Edited by Edith Forbes. Boston: Printed 
for Private Distribution. 1894. 

Page (85), "To /. A/. F. on His Eightieth Birth¬ 
day,” 

The Records of Oxford, Mass. Including, 
Chapters of Nipmuck, Huguenot and 
English History from the Earliest Date, 
1630. By Mary de Witt Freeland. Albany, 
N.Y., Joel Munsell’s Sons, Publishers, 
1894. 

Page 200 [letter, extract, June 1881, to Mrs. 
Freeland). Other quotations in this volume 
from “Dr. Holmes” are from Abiel Holmes. 

895. *A Brief History of the Lotos Club. By 

John Elderkin. Club House, 556 and 558 

Fifth Avenue, New York. 

Page 61 (partial report of Holmes’s remarks, 
about the Saturday Club, Apr. 15, 1883]. Copy¬ 
right 1895. 

•Poems of Home and Country. By Rev. 
Samuel Francis Smith, D.D. Edited by 
Gen. Henry B. Carrington, LL.D. Silver, 
Burdett and Company, Boston, New 
York, Chicago, 1895. 

Page ix, “To the Reverend S. F. Smith, D.D., 
On His Eightieth Birthday, Oct. 21, 1888.” 

The Poet Among the Hills. Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes In Berkshire. His Berk¬ 
shire Poems, some of them now first 
published, with Historic and Descriptive 
Incidents Concerning the Poems, the 
Poet, and His Literary Neighbors. His 
Poetic, Personal and Ancestral Relations 
to the County. By J. E. A. Smith. Pitts¬ 
field, Mass.: George Blatchford. 1895. 

Page 153, “Camilla”; 156, “A Dollar’s Worth"; 
90-93 (letters, extracts, to Caroline Kellogg, 
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1856-93]; 47 fletter, Oct. 16, 1880, to the Berk¬ 
shire Press Clubj; 94 j letter, May 22, 1884, to 
Fannie E. Brewster, extract]; 165 (letter, Jan. 
24, 1894]. 

1896. * Authors and Friends by Annie Fields 

Boston and New York Houghton, Mif¬ 
flin and Company The Riverside Press, 
Cambridge 1896 

(Letters, as follows]: page 112 (n.d., Apr. 
185O], to Fields; 118, June 13, 1852; 121, July 
24, 1857; 123, July 6, n.y.; 125; July 17, 1864 
(also excerpts from undated late letters, ca. 
1890*5, notes to Annie Fields]; 137, Feb. ii, 
1872; 140, Oct. 23, 1867; 142, Aug. 24, 1871; 
143, Feb. 21, 1873; 147-49 undated]; 

149 (Undated, June 30, 1892, to Annie Fieldsj. 

An Introduction to the Study of American 
Literature By Brander Matthews, A.M., 
LL.B. Professor of Literature in Colum¬ 
bia College New York*:.Cincinnati 
Chicago American Book Company 

Page (175] [letter, July 15,1889, in facsimile, to 
MatthewS]. 

Life and Letters of Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
By John T. Morse, Jr., 1896. See Part I, 
pages 253-55. 

Physicians and Surgeons of America. (Il¬ 
lustrated.) A Collection of Biographical 
Sketches of the Regular Medical Profes¬ 
sion. Edited and Compiled By Irving A. 
Watson, AM., M.D., (list of honors and 
quotation from Emerson]. Concord, 
N.H.: Republican Press Association. 
1896. 

Page 804 (letter, Apr. 2, 1893, to Edward 
Snell]. The sketch of W. T. G. Morton, in 
which the letter appears, was issued also as an 
offprint from the above, the Holmes letter at 
page [ 5 ]* 

1897. The Boyhood of Famous Authors by Wil¬ 

liam H. Rideing Author of “Thackeray's 
London,” Etc. [Two-line quotation] New 
York: 46 East Fourteenth Street Thomas 
Y. Crowell & Company Boston: 100 
Purchase Street 


Inserted between pages 2 and 3 [letter, Oct. 28, 
1887, in facsimile, to Rideingj. The first edi¬ 
tion, 1887, with the title The Boyhood of Liv¬ 
ing Authors, does not have the facsimile. 

A Chat About Celebrities or the Story of 
a Book By Curtis Guild Author of 
(four titles] Boston Lee and Shepard, 
Publishers 1897 

Page 99 (letter, Dec. 31,1883, to Curtis Guild]. 

Men I Have Known By the Very Rev. 
Frederick W. Farrar, D.D. Dean of Can¬ 
terbury New York: 46 East 14th Street 
Thomas Y. Crowell & Company Boston: 
100 Purchase Street 

Page 156 (letter. May 30, 1883, in facsimile]; 
158 (letter, Apr. 12, 1891, containing poem, to 
Farrar, in facsimile]. See page 305, Farrar, 
Cyril Lytton. Copyrighted 1897. 

1898. The History of the Lowell Institute By 

Harriette Knight Smith Lamson, Wolffe 
and Company Boston, New York and 
London mdcccxcviii. 

Page ix (Holmes on the Lowell Institute]. 

Passages from the Correspondence and 
Other Papers of Rufus W. Griswold. 
[Latin quotation.] Cambridge, Mass., 
W, M. Griswold, 1898. 

Page 146 [letter, Sept, i, 1843]: 200 (letter, 
Dec. 29, 1846]. 

A Quaker of the Olden Time, 1898. See 
Part I, pages 255-56. 

1899. James Russell Lowell and His Friends by 

Edward Everett Hale With Portraits, 
Facsimiles and Other Illustrations Bos¬ 
ton and New York Houghton, Mifflin 
and Company The Riverside Press, 

Cambridge 1899 

Page 119 [letter, n.d., ca. June 1875, to Lowcllj. 

Letters and Recollections of John Murray 
Forbes Edited by His Daughter Edith 
Forbes Hughes In Two Volumes Vol. 

I. [II.) Boston and New York Hough- 
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ton, Mifflin and Company The River¬ 
side Press, Cambridge 1899 

VoL n, page 159 ^letter, Sept. 8, 1866, in part, 
to ForbeS]. 

Old Cambridge By Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson Author of “Tales of the En¬ 
chanted Islands of the Atlantic,” Etc., 
Etc, New York The Macmillan Com¬ 
pany London: Macmillan & Co., Ltd. 
1899 All rights reserved 

Page 81 [letter, Dec. 14, 1879, to Higgi nsonj. 
The other letters are not first printings. The 
imprint of the Norwood Press appears on the 
verso of the title-page; the New York Public 
Library copy has the accession date May 13, 
1899. 

1900. Thoughts and Experiences in and out of 
School By John B. Peaslee, LL.B., Ph.D., 
Ex-Superintendent of the Public Schools 
of Cincinnati, Ohio Accompanied by 
Letters from Longfellow, Whittier, 
Holmes, and Other American Authors. 
Printed for the Author by Curts & Jen¬ 
nings, Cincinnati, Ohio 1900 

[Letters, as follows:] page 285, Feb. 14, 1880; 

293 > Lee. 23, 1880; 301, Apr. 24,1882; 329, Apr. 

I, 1883; [the letters of Nov. 20, 1880, page 287, 

and March 18, 1883, page 307, had been printed 
earlier], 

I 90 I' After Dinner Speeches at Lotos Club Ar¬ 
ranged by John Elderkin Chester S. 
Lord Horatio A Fraser New York; 
Privately Printed Anno Domini MCMI 

Page 61, Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes” [Speech 

at ‘an informal reunion, April 14, 1883,” here 
in full]. 

Books and Letters Collected by William 
Harris Arnold of New York The 
Marion Press Jamaica Queensborough 
New York 1901 

[Letters as follows:) page 91, lot 366, Nov. 22, 
n-y-, to J. R. Osgood; lot 367, Tues., 2 p.m. 
[May 1875], to J. R. Osgood; 92, lot 370, July 
13* 1869, to Waterston; lot 371, Jan. 29, 1872, 


to publisher; 93, lot 372, Sept. 16, 1876, to Os¬ 
good; lot 373, Oct. 18, 1879, to Houghton, Os¬ 
good & Co.; 94, lot 374, Dec. 17, 1888, to R. C. 
Winthrop; lot 375, Mar. 10, 1892, to J. R. Os¬ 
good; lot 376, Oct. 9, 1893; lot 377, May 14, 

1894, to R. C. Winthrop. Catalogue for the sale 
of May 7 and 8. 

First Editions of (eight American authors] 

Collected by William Harris Arnold of 

New York The Marion Press Jamaica 

Queensborough New York 1901 

[Letters as follows;] page 32, lot 185, Nov. 13, 
1871; 34, lot 197, n.d.; 43, lot 249, Sept. 2, 1867; 
45, lot 262, Apr. 10, 1872, to Osgood & Co.; 47, 
lot 274. Aug. 9, 1875; 49, lot 288, Feb. 9, 1878, 
to Osgood; 50, lot 293, Oct. 13 [1878], to R. C. 
Winthrop. Catalogue for the sale of Jan. 30 and 
31. The original page giving the dates of the 
sale had the days of the week wrong (Tuesday 
and Wednesday); a corrected page was sup¬ 
plied with the right days (Wednesday and 
Thursday). 

1902. Literary Pilgrimages in New England to 
the Homes of Famous Makers of Ameri¬ 
can Literature and among Their Haunts 
and the Scenes of Their Writings By 
Edwin M. Bacon Author (3 titlesj. 
Silver, Burdett & Company New York 
Boston Chicago 

Page 287 [letter. Mar. 24, 1885, to Boston Daily 
Advertiser, in facsimile). Copyright 1902. 

Where American Independence Began 
Quincy, its Famous Group of Patriots; 
Their Deeds, Homes, and Descendents 
By Daniel Munro Wilson With Illus¬ 
trations Boston and New York Hough¬ 
ton, Mifflin and Company The River¬ 
side Press, Cambridge 1902 

Page 162 [letter, Apr. 3, 1871, to E. S. Quincy,; 

198 [letter, n.d., 1889,; 204 [letter, n.d,, Jan. 
1871, to E. S. Quincy,. Published Dec. 1902. 

1903. *A Reader’s History of American Litera¬ 
ture By Thomas Wentworth Higginson 

and Henry Walcott Boynton Boston, 
New York and Chicago Houghton, 
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Mi£^n and Company The Riverside 
Press, Cambridge 

Facing page 158 [letter, in facsimile, inserted, 
Sept. 30, 1872, to Higginson]. Copyright 1903. 

The Story of My Life By Helen Keller 
With her Letters (1887-1901) And a 
Supplementary Account of Her Educa¬ 
tion, Including Passages from the Re¬ 
ports and Letters of Her Teacher, Anne 
Mansfield Sullivan By John Albert 
Macy Illustrated New York Double¬ 
day, Page & Company 1903 

Page 189 [letter, Aug. i, 1890, to Miss Kellerj; 
424 [letter, n.d., extract]. 

1904. After Work Fragments from the Workshop 

of an Old Publisher By E, Marston, 
F.R.G.S. [Two-line quotation from 
Shakespeare] London: William Heine- 
man New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons 1904 

Page 77 [letter, Nov. 3, 1887]. The letter, page 
74, had been printed earlier. 

Autobiography Memories and Experiences 

of Moncure Daniel Conway In Two 

Volumes Vol. I. [II.j Boston and New 

York Houghton, Mifflin Company The 

Riverside Press, Cambridge 1904 

Vol. I, page 384 [letter, Jan. 20, 1881, in fac¬ 
simile]. 

John Bellows Letters and Memoir Edited 

by His Wife With Portraits, Map, and 

Other Illustrations London: Kegan 

Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co. Ltd. Dry- 

den House, Gerrard Street, W. 1904 

[Letters as follows:] page 21, Mar. 19, 1871; 
48, Oct. II, 1881; 55, Jan. 28,1885; 74, Aug. 10, 
1888; 86, Oct. 31, 1891; [246], Jan. 21, 1891. 
An American edition, English sheets and bind¬ 
ing, has a tipped-in title-page with the im¬ 
print of Henry Holt. 

1905. A Memoir of Dr, James Jackson. By James 

Jackson Putnam, M.D. Boston and New 


York, Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 
1905. 

Page 414, ‘This shrine a precious gift enfolds,” 
[for Dr, Jackson’s eightieth birthday]. 

1906, Charles Godfrey Leland A Biography By 

Elizabeth Robins Pennell In Two Vol¬ 
umes Vol. I [II] With Illustrations 
Boston and New York Houghton, Mif¬ 
flin and Company The Riverside Press, 
Cambridge 1906 

Vol. I, page 292 [letter, Jan. 26,1867]; 406 [let¬ 
ter witii the impossible heading “Charles St. 
1872”; the content of the letter indicates that 
it was written late in Jan. or early in Feb. 1872 
and must have been headed “296 Beacon 
Street”]; Vol. ii, page 116 [letter, July 18, 
1881 ]. Published Sept. 1906. 

1907. A Bibliography of Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Compiled by George B. Ives Boston and 
New York Houghton, Mifflin and Com¬ 
pany MDCCCCVII 

Page 36, ‘7 cannot say if truth there be”; 66, 
“Runaway Ballads; 75, ‘Tail-Piece”; 79, ‘To a 
Lady with her Back to me”; 80, ‘To Fame”; 
99 [letter, June 4, 186O]; 186 [letter to the 
Rabelais Club]; 227 [Note to Correspondents, 
1887]; 232 (letter to The Ar\, 1875]', 306 
[“Lines on the Presentation of Portrait . . . 
Philadelphia”]; 310 [“A Sentiment,” Washing¬ 
ton, 1889]. Published Mar. 16, 1907, in an edi¬ 
tion of 430 copies (publisher’s Showing Books 
V, page 4). 

Letters of Dr. John Brown With Letters 

from Ruskin, Thackeray, and Others 

Edited by His Son and D. W. Forrest, 

D.D. With Biographical Introductions 

By Elizabeth T. M’Laren London 

Adam and Charles Black 1907 

Page 358 [letter, Mar. 18, 1882]; 359 [letter, 
June 2,1882]. Published Oct. 1907. 

1908. The Life of Thomas Bailey Aldrich By 
Ferris Greenslet Boston and New York 
Houghton Mifflin Company mdccccviii 

Page 64 [letter, n.d., ca. 1863]; 75 [letter, Nov. 

13, 1875, extract]. Published Oct. 1908. 
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Park-Street Papers By Bliss Perry Boston 
and New York Houghton Mifflin Com¬ 
pany 1908 

Page 265 (letter, "Monday evening," ca. Mar.- 
Apr. 1858, to Francis Underwood]. 

TTie Story of a Lifetime By Lady Priestly 
Lady of Grace of the Order of St. John 
of Jerusalem With Illustrations Lon¬ 
don Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & 
Co. Lt*^. Dryden House, 43, Gerrard 
Street, W. 1908 

Page 289 [letters: (Dec. 25, 1889), Apr. 30 
(1889); n.d., ca. July 1893J. 

1909* Old Friends Being Literary Recollections 
of Other Days By William Winter . . . 
New York Moffat, Yard and Company 
1909 

[Letters as follows:] page 121, Dec. 6, 1879; 
125, Feb. 20, 1883 [extract]; 126, Apr. 25, 1893 
[extract]; 348, Apr. i, 1882. Copyright 1908 
and 1909; published May 1909. 

19^0- A Century-Old Concern Business of 

Jones, McDuffee & Stratton Co. By John 

Connelly Founded by Otis Norcross, The 

Elder In 1810 Unbroken Record of 

Growth and Progress. . . . 

^^8*^ 32 [letter in facsimile. Mar. 27, 1885]. On 
page opposite the title-page: The Geo. H. Ellis 
Co., Printers, Boston. 

John Lothrop Motley and His Family 
Further Letters and Records Edited by 
His Daughter and Herbert St John Mild- 
may With Numerous Illustrations Lon¬ 
don John Lane The Bodley Head 
New York John Lane Company mcmx 

[Letters as follows:] page 185, Aug. 28, 1863; 
305 » June 17,1877; 306, Mar. 3, 1878; 307, Aug. 
20, 1886; 308, Feb. 7, 1889; 310, Nov. I, 1891; 
311, June 30, 1893; 312, Sept. 15, 1893. 

Louise Chandler Moulton Poet and 
Friend By Lilian Whiting Boston Lit¬ 
tle, Brown, and Company 1910 

Page 164 [letter, Dec. 29, 1889, to Mrs. Moul¬ 
ton; also in facsimile]. Published Sept. 1910. 


1911. *Social Service Department of the Boston 
Dispensary First Report April, 1911 
Boston Geo. H. Ellis Co., Printers, 272 
Congress Street 1911 

Page 8 (quotation from a report by Holmes, 
1867; author unnamed, original in Boston 
Dispensary]. 

1913. Early Memories By Henry Cabot Lodge 
[Two-line quotation from Catullusj 
New York Charles Scribner’s Sons 
1913 

Page 337 [*wo letters, Mar. 14, 1893, and Apr. 
9> 1892]. The New York Public Library copy 
has the accession date Sept. 25, 1913. Some bio¬ 
graphical material also. 

1916. *JuIia Ward Howe 1819-1910 By Laura 
E. Richards and Maud Howe Elliott As¬ 
sisted by Florence Howe Hall Wi't/i Por¬ 
traits and Illustrations Volume I (IIj 
Boston and New York Houghton Mif¬ 
flin Company Riverside Press Camb- 
bridge 1916 

Vol. I, page 140, If I were one, O Minstrel 
Wild,” [Signed:] "O. W. H.," dated “Jan. i, 
1854." Copyright 1915, but published Mar. 
1916. Issued also in a large-paper edition. 
Some biographical material also. 

1917* The Life of Augustin Daly By Joseph 
Francis Daly New York The Macmil¬ 
lan Company 1917 rights reserved 
[Letters as follows:] page 150, Nov. 3, 5, and 

7 > 1873: 151, Nov. 13 and 21, 1873; 152, Nov. 
24, 1873. 

1918. The History of the Boston Medical Li¬ 

brary By John W. Farlow, M.D. Li¬ 
brarian Privately Printed by the Plimp¬ 
ton Press, Norwood, Mass. 1918 

Page [96] [letter, Jan. 23, 1889]. Some bio¬ 
graphical material also. 

1919. Elizabeth Cary Agassiz A Biography by 

Lucy Allen Paton With Illustrations 

Boston and New York Houghton Mif- 

flin Company The Riverside Press 1919 

Page toy [letter, n.d., Jan. 1868, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis Agassiz j. 
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1920. The Americanization of Edward Bok The 

Autobiography of A Dutch Boy Fifty 

Years After With Illustrations New 

York Charles Scribner’s Sons 1920 

Page 35 flctter, ca. Sept. 1881, to Bokj; 207 
[Unpublished introduction to Bok’s proposed 
volume describing his autograph collection]. 
Some biographical material. 

Frederick Locker-Lampson A Character 
Sketch With a Small Selection from Let¬ 
ters Addressed to Him and Bibliographi¬ 
cal Notes on a Few of the Books For¬ 
merly in the Rowfant Library Composed 
and Edited by His Son-In-Law the 
Right Hon, Augustine Birrell Honorary 
Fellow of Trinity Hall and One of the 
Benchers of the Inner Temple London 
Constable and Company Limited 1920 

[Letters as follows:] page 92, Apr. 3, 1858; 93, 
Nov. 19, 1862; 94, Dec. 16, 1866 [Slight omis¬ 
sion]; 96, Jan. 14, 1873; 97, Mar. 13, 1878 [two 
passages, about a page, omitted]*, 98, Apr. 13, 

1886. 

1922, ’•^Memories of a Hostess A Chronicle of 
Eminent Friendships Drawn Chiefly 
from the Diaries of Mrs. James T. Fields 
by M, A. DeWolfe Howe With Ulus- 
trations The Atlantic Monthly Press 
Boston 

[Letters as follows:] page 17, Sept. 6, 1853, 
Mr. Fields; 25, “Letter [n.d.] from the last 
man left by the Deluge of the year 1964”; 49, 
“Beverly-Farms-by-the-Depot," July 18, 1878, 
to Mr, Fields; 50, Nov. 16,1881, to Mrs. Fields. 
Copyright 1922. Biographical material also. 

1924. •The Complete Limerick Book The Ori¬ 
gin, History and Achievements of the 
Limerick, with over 350 selected ex¬ 
amples By Langford Reed Illustrated 
by H.M. Bateman Jarrolds Publishers 
London Limited, 10 and ii Warwick 
Lane, E.C. 

Page 47 [Limerick on Henry Ward Beecher, 
no authority for attributing this to Holmes is 
given]. Published 1924. 


South County Studies, 1924. See Part I, 
page 261. 

1925. Howard Pyle A Chronicle with an Intro¬ 

duction by N. C. Wyeth and Many Illus¬ 
trations from Howard Pyle’s Works 
Harper & Brothers Publishers New 
York & London mcmxxv 
Page [I2I] [letter, Nov. 9, 1893]. 

Isabella Stewart Gardner and Fenway 
Court By Morris Carter With Illustra¬ 
tions Boston and New York Houghton 
Mifflin and Company The Riverside 
Press Cambridge 1925 

Page 57 [letter, Sept. 26,1880]; 87 [letter, Sept. 
16, 1884]. 

1926. The History of Woodstock, 1926. See Part 

I, page 262. 

1927. When the Medical Profession of New York 

Paid Homage to “The Autocrat of the 
Breakfast-Table” April 12th, 1883 Sup¬ 
plement to Notes and Abstracts Vol. X/, 
No. 3, March ig2y . . . Published by 
Johnson & Johnson New Brunswick, 

N.J., U.S.A. 

Pages 132-33 [“The Dinncr-Bell,“j facsimile of 
the imitation telegram distributed at that oc¬ 
casion; see Part I, pages 191-92]. 

1929. Weir Mitchell His Life and Letters By 

Anna Robeson Burr Duffield & Com¬ 
pany New York 1929. 

[Thirteen letters, all but the first to S. Weir 
Mitchell, as follows.-] page 79, Apr. 5, 1849, to 
J. K. Mitchell; 81, Dec. 28, 1858; 82, May 8, 
1862; 83, Apr. 29, 1863 [misdated 1868]; 84 
(June 1863]; 85, May 15, 1870; 142, Mar. 27, 
1871; 144, Mar. 30, 1871; 198, May i 3 » 1882 
[misdated May 18]; 199, Jan, 13, 1883; 200, 
Mar. I, 1883; 201, Mar. 25, 1885, and Jan. 9, 
1888. 

1930. An Autograph Collection and the making 

of it, by Lady Charnwood London 

Ernest Benn Limited mcmxxx 
Page 226 [letter, Oct. 20, 1870, to the Rt. Hon. 
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Anthony John Mundcllaj; 227 {letter, Oct. 20, 
1870, to Mrs. Roby Thorpej. 

Collecting American First Editions Its Pit- 

falls and Its Pleasures By Richard Curie 

With fifty-one Illustrations Indianapolis 

The Bobbs-Merrill Company Publishers 

Facing page 134: {letter, Jan. 16, 1879, in fac¬ 
simile, to publisherj. Copyright 1930. 

1931. John Ruskin’s Letters to Francesca and 
Memoirs of the Alexanders By Lucia 
Gray Swett With an Introduction by 
William Clyde De Vane, Jr., of Yale 
University Illustrated from Drawings 
by Francesca Alexander, and Paintings 
by Francis Alexander, and From Photo¬ 
graphs Boston Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Co. 

Page 393 {letter, Aug. 3, 1884, to Mrs. Alex¬ 
ander]*, 403 {letter, Mar. 3, 1887, extract, to 
Ruskinj. Copyright 1931. 

1938. 23 Books & the Stories Behind Them By 
John T. Winterich Book Arts Club of 
the University of California Berkeley 
1938 

Page 191 [letter, Dec. 2, 1857, to Frederick S. 
Cozzensj. Bibliographical material. 

1939* *Holmes of the Breakfast-Table By M. A. 

De Wolfe Howe Oxford University Press 

London • New York 1939 

{Letters as follows:] page 76, Aug. 3, 1865, to 
J. F. Clarke; 91, Dec. 28, 1855, to C. Sumner; 
102, July 24, 1861, to C. Felton; 105, Nov. 12, 
1861, to W. Hunt; 144, Mar. 18, 1882, to Low¬ 
ell, not in Morse’s printing of the same letter; 
i 49 > Dec. II, 1888, to C. W. Eliot; 157, Mar. 
27,1894, to W. D. Howells. 

The Letters of Ralph Waldo Emerson In 
Six Volumes Edited By Ralph L. Rusk 
Professor of English in Columbia Uni¬ 
versity Volume One [Two, etc.] New 
York: Morningside Heights Columbia 
University Press 1939 

[Letters as follows:] vol. v, page 355, Apr. 3 
(1864J; vol. vi, page 79, Oct. 30, 1869; no. 
Mar. 8, 1870; 267, Dec. 19, 1874. 


Oliver Wendell Holmes Representative 
Selections, With Introduction, Bibliog¬ 
raphy, and Notes. By S. I. Hayakawa ... 
and Howard Mumford Jones . . . Ameri¬ 
can Book Company New York . . . 

Appendix A, page 435, ‘The Autocrat of the 
Breakfast-Table No. I”; 441, “No. II.” The let- 
ter to Harriet Beecher Stowe, page 429 (re¬ 
printed from Morse 11, 245), is obviously mis¬ 
dated by the editors. The reference to the book 
written “ten years ago” is to The Autocrat; 
the letter then must be 1868. Copyright 1939. 

1941. Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes Some Unpub¬ 
lished Medical Case Records, by Clement 
L. Poston M.D. Richmond, Indiana. Re¬ 
printed from The ]ournal of The Indiana 
State Medical Association, October, 1941, 
Vol. xxxiv, pp. 556-59. 

Page 7 {excerpts from Case Book I]. 

1945. Centennial Edition Volume X Sidney 
Lanier Letters 1878-1881 Appen¬ 
dices, Calendar, and Index Edited by 
Charles R. Anderson and Aubrey H. 
Starke Baltimore The Johns Hopkins 
Press 1945 

Page 217 {letter, July 24, 188O]; 222 {letter, 
Aug. II, 1880). 

1947. Amiable Autocrat, 1947. See Part I, page 
264. 

1950. Carroll A. Wilson Thirteen Author Coh 
lections of the Nineteenth Century and 
Five Centuries of Familiar Quotations 
Edited by Jean C. S. Wilson and David 
A. Randall Privately Printed for Charles 
Scribner*s Sons New York: 1950 

{Letters as follows:] vol. ii, page 457, May 27, 
1878, to Burnham; 458, July 15, 1889 [forgery]; 
461, Sept. 19, 1882, to Mabel Smith; 468, Feb. 
13, 1886 {in part]; 469, July 20, 1869 {to a 
young boy]; 472, Jan. 9 {1837, misdated by 
Holmes 1836, to Dr. Thomas Hubbard, in 
part]; 473, July 13, 1888; 475, Aug. 31, 1878, 
to Paul Hamilton Hayne [in part]; 477, Dec. 
25, 1839, to Eliza Leslie; 479, Jan. 7, 1881, to 
Sir Edwin Arnold; 486, Oct. 29, 1876, to 
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Frank Moore [the letter is misplaced in the 
printed catalogue; the entry shows that it was 
meant to appear on page 483]; 486 [Oct. 1842], 
to the selectmen of Charlestown; 490, Aug. 5, 
1853, to E. P. Whipple; 493, Feb. 20 [the date 
is not legible; it looks like “4th” to mej, 1850, 
to Duyckinck; 498, Mar. 12,1854, to Dr. W. D. 
Peck; 500, Sept. 3, 1850, to Ticknor, Reed, & 
Fields; 501, Sept. 26, 1850, to same; 504, Oct. 
29,1885, to Edmund Gosse; 505, Sept. 23,1850, 
to Ticknor, Reed, & Fields; 507, June 4 [I837J, 
to the Rev. Dr. William Jenks; 507, July 18, 
1888, to Edmund Clarence Stedman; 509, Oct. 
22, 1855; 510, May 31, 1856, to T. F. Plunkett; 
511, Feb. 13, 1856; 516, July ii, 1858, to F. S. 
Cozzens; Sept. 5, 1894, to Mrs. F. H. Under¬ 
wood [in partj; 519, Sept. 6, 1858, to Cozzens 
[in partj; 522, Oct. 18, 1858, to Robert Bonner 
[in partj; 525, Feb. 10,1886, to a little girl; 528, 
May 14, 1894, to Robert C. Winthrop; 529, 
June 8, 1875; 530 [Sept. ? 1870J, to R. C. Win¬ 
throp; 531, Sept. 27,1859, to Cozzens [in part]; 
533 » July 12, 1867; 535, May 31, 1861, to F. 
Locker-Lampson; 537, Sept, i, 1891, to F. J. 
Garrison [in partj; 540, Apr. 17, 1872; 541, 
Oct. 12 [1861], to Edward Everett; Sept. 23 
[I861]; 543, Feb. II, 1867, to G. W. Curtis; 
544 [i862j; 546, Feb. 13, 1861; 548, July 30, 
1865; Aug. 3, 1865, to George Livermore; 551, 
Nov. 15,1863, to Dr. Jacob Bigelow; 553 (n.d.j, 
to Robert C, Winthrop; 557 [May 1867J; 561, 
Aug. 19 [1868]; 562, Apr. 18, 1870, to F. 
Locker-Lampson; 563, Nov. 25, 1868; 564, 
Feb. 5, 1866, to Thomas McAllister; 567, July 
17, 1869, to Bayard Taylor; 569, Mar. 15, 1870, 
to Whittier; 570, Oct. 6 [I87O], to editor of 
Boston Journal; 572, May 20 [1872J, to J. R. 
Osgood; 574, Oct. 10, 1874, to F. Locker- 
Lampson; 577, Sept. 21, 1875; 578, May 3, 
1888; 579, May 27, 1875, to Dr. Francis Pea¬ 
body; 580, Nov. 9, 1875, to J. R. Osgood; [583, 
the letter of May 16 (1876), quoted and re¬ 
ferred to here in the printed catalogue, belongs 
on page 5853; 583, May 6, 1891, to C. W. 
Bowen; 585, Mar. i, 1877, to H. O. Houghton 


and Co.; 588, Jan. i, 1879; 591, Nov. 3,1874, to 
Bayard Taylor; 593, July 8, 1875, to George 
F. Daniels; 594, Apr. 23, 1880, to same [?j; 
595, May 30,1883 [in partj; 596, Jan. 20,1880, 
to Benjamin A. Gould; 598, Jan. 17, 1881, to 
C. D. Warner; 602, Dec. 2, 1882, to his stu¬ 
dents; 603, Jan. 31,1875, to Frank Sanborn [in 
partj; 604, Feb. i, 1875, to W. D. Howells 
[the letter appears in the wrong place in the 
printed catalogue; it belongs with the preced¬ 
ing item]; 605, Dec. 2,1882 [in part]; 606, Jan. 
31, 1887, to Charles Gayarrc; June 17,1887, to 
Ernst; 608, Mar. 18, 1884, to a “young lady”; 
610, Sept. 3, 1885, to E. Gosse; 612, Sept. 15, 

1885, to W. C. Bamburgh; 613, May 16, 1888, 
to H. B. M. Watson; 614, Nov. 23, 1885, to 
E. P. Whipple; 615, Jan. 18, 1886; 616, Aug. 
5, 1885, to Punch; 617, Feb. 3 [1886], to F. J. 
Garrison [the letter does not r^er to the first 
of the leaflets described (offprint from tlic 
program), but the second]; Feb. 24, 1886; 
621, Sept. 15, 1887, to Garrison; 622, Feb. 
20, 1887, to F. H. Underwood; 624, Sept. 16, 

1886, to E. Gosse; 625, Jan. 19, 1888, to Mr. 
Thompson; 626 [Correspondence about the 
poem “Our Brother,” which properly belongs 
on page 622; the second letter is misdated Apr. 
23; the dates arc as follows:] Jan. 14, Apr. 25, 
Nov. 9, Nov. 23, 1887, and Jan. 15, 1888; 627, 
Dec. 31, 1883, to E. P. Whipple; 633, May 20, 

1887, to Mrs. F. H. Metcalf; 634, Aug. 16 
[1890J, to H. E. Scudder; 634, Feb. 20, 1890, 
to F. Rathbonc; 635, Feb. 5, 1890, to Mrs. 
Homans; 636, Feb. 2, 1891, to F, Pollock; 637, 
Aug. 27 [189I], to F. J. Garrison [the letter 
belongs on page 639 with the Lowell leaflet to 
which it referS]*, May 16, 1891, to the “ladies 
of the Tea-table”; 640, Apr. 12, 1891, to Arch¬ 
deacon Farrar; 642, Nov. 3, 1892, to F. J. 
Garrison; 644, Mar. 28, 1893, to Miss J. Gilder; 
648, Aug. 19, 1891, to F. J. Garrison; 648, Dec. 

17, 1888, to R. C. Winthrop; 652, Nov. ii, 
1890, to H. C. Bowen; 654, Feb. 3, 1867, to E. 
Sargent; other letters arc very briefly quoted 
or noted. 
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D uring the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century and continuing into the twentieth, 
there was a flood of cheap reprints of such early 
writings of American authors as were no longer 
protected by copyright. After Holmes’s death in 
1894, the failure of his publisher and heirs to es¬ 
tablish exclusive rights to The Autocrat and The 
Professor added these popular books to the list. 
The number of cheap editions published in these 
years was increased by firms who obtained from 
the original publishers the right to reprint. To 
make a complete record of these reprint editions 
and their innumerable impressions would be a 
thankless and almost futile task. An outline is 
here included of those which have been noted, in¬ 
cluding a number that have come to the writer’s 
attention only through advertising pages or en¬ 
tries in Publishers’ Weekly. Titles not seen are 
listed in brackets. Entries are arranged alphabeti¬ 
cally by publishers. The following abbreviations 
are used: HCL, Harvard College Library; LC, Li¬ 
brary of Congress; PW, Publishers’ Weekly. 

(Mr. Currier had originally included in his 
copy for Part I a selection of these reprints with 
slightly fuller descript ions than those given here. 
Since reprints with biographical or critical intro- 
duaions are in Appendix 10, these entries were 
removed from Part I, leaving only the Hurst edi¬ 
tions of The Autocrat, and Poems 1894, pages 82, 
^ 47 > as apparently the first of such reprints. The 
incomplete record that follows is constructed from 
Mr. Currier’s copy and his notes. A few titles 
have been added, but no serious attempt to add 
to the list has been made.— Ed.) 


ALDEN, NEW YORK 

The directories list John B. Alden, publisher 
(sometimes only as “president”), from 1884 to 
1899; he is not listed from 1900 to 1902. He re¬ 
appears as a dealer in books in 1903 and 1904. 
Alden Brothers, publishers, are listed from 1905 
to 1907. 

Autocrat. John B. Alden, publisher. 326 pp. From 
plates identical with editions by Hurst, Irving 
Company, and Lupton. HCL copy has note 
pasted on end-paper: Bought Sept. 5, 1896. 
One-Hoss Shay, and Other Poems. Library of 
Ancient and Modern Classics. Alden Brothers, 
publishers. 2+19 pp. Contains 12 poems. See 
also Allison, New York. 

ALLISON, NEW YORK 

One-Hoss Shay and Other Poems. W. L. Allison 
Company, 105 Chambers St., New York. The 
Irving Library, Weekly, vol. v, no. 511, July 
I, 1898. John B, Alden, publisher, 440 Pearl 
St., New York. 19 pp. LC copy received Aug. 
2,1898. 

APPLEBY, GREENWICH, CONN. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. University 
Classics. Greenwich, Conn., Appleby & Com¬ 
pany, Incorporated. (1939.) 246 pp, 

ALTEMUS, PHILADELPHIA 

Poems. Philadelphia, Henry Altemus. 186 pp. 
Copyrighted 1895. Contains 45 early poems. 
A later issue (1899) has the imprint: Henry 
Altemus Company. 

Autocrat. Philadelphia, H, Altemus. 322 pp. 


[ 591 ] 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 


Copyrighted 1897. A later issue has the im¬ 
print: Henry Altemus Company. 

Advertisements record “Altemus* Illustrated 
Vademecum Series’* with full-page illustration 
for each, listing The Autocrat as no. 6 and Poems 
as no. 78. 

BARSE 6c HOPKINS, NEW YORK 

From Day to Day with Holmes, compiled by Wal¬ 
lace and Frances Rice. New York, Barse & 
Hopkins, publishers. 126 pp. Copyrighted 
1911. 

BURT, NEW YORK 

The directories list Albert I. Burt, publisher, in 
1878/79 and 1879/80; Albert L. Burt, publisher, 
from 1882/83 1900; A. L. Burt Company from 

1902, 

Early Poems, with Biographical Sketch by 
Henry Ketcham. New York, A. L. Burt. 
25+269 pp. Copyrighted 1900. PW, July 28, 
1900, lists in “Home Library.*’ 

Autocrat. New York, A. L. Burt. Cornell Series. 
310 pp. HCL copy has flyleaf inscription Dec. 
25,1899. PW, Dec. 23,1899, lists in “Home Li¬ 
brary.” 

Autocrat, with Biographical Sketch by Henry 
Ketcham. New York, A. L. Burt Company. 
25+310 pp. Copyrighted 1900. Cornell Series. 
Also in “Home Library,” 

[Professor. 356 pp. PW, Aug. 2, 1902, lists in 
“Home Library.”] 

[Elsie Venner. 10+358 pp. Home Library. Listed 

in PW, May 16, 1903.] 

The Autocrat and Elsie Venner are in "Burt’s 
Library of the World’s Best Books.” 

CALDWELL, NEW YORK, BOSTON 

H. M. Caldwell Company, New York; H. M- 
Caldwell Co., Boston. 



serted illustrations, signed: J. W. K., New 
York. Text from plates identical with edition 
by Mershon, q.P- 

[Autocrat, with Introduction by G. K. Chester¬ 
ton. Boston. 10+390 pp. Listed in PW, Oct. 22, 


1904. Red Letter Library, no. 14. See page 

599-1 

Professor. New York and Boston. 312 pp. Text 
from plates identical with an edition by Hurst. 
Two tide-pages: H. M. Caldwell, and Hurst, 

One Hoss Shay and Other Poems. New York and 
Boston, H. M. Caldwell Company, n.d. iv, 
220 pp. Portrait. Probably same plates as 
Mershon and Hurst, 1905. 

COLLIER, NEW YORK 

American Authors in Prose and Poetry. In 12 vols. 
[Vol. II.] Poems by Oliver Wendell Holmes 
and James Russell Lowell. With frontispiece. 
Imprint: P. F. Collier & Sop. 222 and 239 pp., 
separately paged. Biographical sketch by 
Ketcham. Early poems only. 

CONKEY, CHICAGO 

W. B. Conkey Company. 

Autocrat. 341 pp. Portrait frontispiece. The Li¬ 
brary Edition. (Ives, 1900.) 

Professor. 365 pp. Portrait frontispiece and three 
inserted illustrations. 

[Poet. The Library Edition, Adverusing pages, 
see below.) 

Elsie Venner. 360 pp. The Library Edition. Text 
from plates identical with an edition by Hurst, 

Advertisements in ‘The Library Edition list 
Poet, Autocrat, and Elsie Venner in uniform 
style. PW, Nov. 5, 1904, records The Professor, 
365 pp., in ‘Ivory Series.” 

CRANE AND COMPANY, TOPEKA, KAN. 

The Crane Classics, Grandmother’s Story of 
Bunker Hill Batde, with Biography and Notes 
by Margaret HUl McCarter. Topeka, Kan. 
Crane & Company, publishers. 1904. 69 pp- 
Copy deposited for copyright Dec. 7 > ^ 9 ^ 4 * 
Contains also 16 other poems. Advertised in 
PW, Feb. II, 1905, as in cloth and in paper. 

K. H. CRIDER, YORK, PA. 

York, Pa., H. H. Crider, 15 East Market St. 

[Autocrat. O. W. Holmes, (M.D.).j 
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CROWELL, NEW YORK 

Thomas Y. Crowell & Company. 

The Early Poems, with Introduction by Nathan 
Haskell Dole. 25+357 PP- Handy Volume 
Classics. Copyrighted 1899. Listed in PIP, 
Sept, 23, 1899, in “Faience Library”; Cumula¬ 
tive Boo\ Index records editions in 191^, 1916 
(“Ravenna edition”), 1917. 

Autocrat, with Introduction by Richard Burton, 
dated Apr. 14, 1900. 17+329 pp. Copyrighted 
1900. With illustrative frontispiece signed: 
Frank T. Merrill. 

Professor, with Introduction by Richard Burton, 
dated Mar. 29, 1902. 13+333 PP- Copyrighted 
1902. With illustrative frontispiece signed: 
Frank T. Merrill. PW, Nov. 15, 1902, lists in 
Handy Volume Classics.” 

DEWOLFE, FISKE, & CO., BOSTON 

Gems from Holmes. Boston, DeWolfe, Fiske & 

Co. Coronal Series (1904). 36 pp., unpaged. 

Decorated gift book. Copy deposited July 23, 
1904. 

Opals from Holmes. Boston, DeWolfe, Fiske & 
Co. N.d. A gift booklet, decorated with 
flowers, birds, etc., in color. 16 poems. 

DONOHUE, HENNEBERRY & CO., CHICAGO 

Autocrat. Chicago, Donohue, Henneberry & Co. 
322 pp. HCL copy with flyleaf date Feb. 4, 
1895. Usually 5^ inches, also yh inches; with 
and without frontispiece portrait. 

doubleday page Sc CO., NEW YORK 

[Stories of Humor, by Holmes, et al. Doubleday 

Page & Co. 1908, 2 pts. in i vol. PW, Dec. 12, 
1908.] . 

DUTTON, NEW YORK 

£• P. Dutton & Co. 

[Autocrat. 10+300 pp. 1908. Best Books Series. 
PW, Oct. 10, 1908.] 

[Professor. 6+300 pp. 1908. Best Books Series. 
PW, Oct. 10, 1908.] 


educational publishing company 

(Autocrat. Introduction and notes by Marion G. 

Eaton. 318 pp. Cumulative Boo\ Index, 1912.j 
(Chambered Nautilus. (And Gettysburg Ad¬ 
dress.) Educational Publishing Company, 64 
pp. Copyrighted 1914.j 

federal BOOK company, NEW YORK 

The directories list the Federal Book Concern in 
1900, and the Federal Book Company from 1902 
to 1905. 

Professor. New York, Federal Book Company. 
334 PP- Illustrative frontispiece. Text from 
plates identical with an edition by Mershon. 

GROSSET & DUNLAP, NEW YORK 

[Complete Poems. Listed among fall announce¬ 
ments, 1908, in PIF.j 

Elsie Venner. New York, Grosset & Dunlap. 

10-^358 pp. Text from plates identical with an 
edition by Burt. 

HALDEMAN-JULIUS COMPANY, GIRARD, KAN. 

Poems, with Introduction and Notes by Nelson 
.Antrim Crawford. Little Blue Book, no. 849. 
64 pp. Copyrighted 1925. 20 poems, 

THE HAYES LITHOGRAPHING COMPANY, BUFFALO 

Pearls from Holmes. Buffalo, The Hayes Litho¬ 
graphing Company. 16 pp. 

HOMEWOOD PUBLISHING COMPANY, CHICAGO 

Chicago, Homewood Publishing Company, 
publisher. 

[Poems. (Early poems only.)] 

HURST AND COMPANY, NEW YORK 

Poems, 252 pp. See page 247. 

Autocrat. 183, and then 326 pp. See page 82. Text 
from plates identical with editions by Alden, 
Irving Company, and Lupton. 

Professor. 312 pp. Listed in PW, Oct. 28, 1899. 
Also as “Ambrosial Library for Every-Day 
Reading”; also in “Companion Books.” HCL 
copy has flyleaf date: Dec. 25th 1899. 
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Elsie Venner. 360 pp. Also as “Companion 
Books,” PW, June 20, 1903, lists in “Hurst’s 
Gilt Top Library.” 

[One Hoss Shay, Ideal Series, 1905. 220 pp. PW, 
Sept. 16, 1905. Probably same plates as 
Mershon.] 

THE IRVING COMPANY, NEW YORK 

Autocrat. The Irving Co., 10 and 12 Vandewater 
St. 326 pp. The directories list the firm at this 
address in 1894 and 1895. Text from plates 
identical with editions by Hurst, Alden, and 
Lupton. HCL copy has flyleaf date: Jany 14, 
1895. 

F. M. LUPTON PUBLISHING COMPANY, NEW YORK 

Autocrat. F. M. Lupton Publishing Company, 
72-76 Walker St. 326 pp. The firm is listed at 
this address in the directories from 1893 to 
1898. Text from plates identical with editions 
by Hurst, Alden, and Irving. 

MAYNARD, MERRILL & CO., NEW YORK 

[Selected Poems, edited by E. H. Turpin. May¬ 
nard, Merrill & Co., 1898.) 

MERSHON, NEW YORK 

New York: The Mershon Company, publishers. 

The Mershon Company, Rahway, N.J., New 

York. 

Autocrat. N.d. 332 pp. Three sizes and several 
styles of binding noted. See also Caldwell and 
Page. 

Professor. N.d. 334 pp. Sec also Federal Book 
Company. 

[Elsie Venner. U. S. Surg.-Gen. Ub. Printed 
Catal.i 

The Wonderful “One-Hoss Shay” and Other 
Poems. 220 pp. Includes 87 poems. Probably 
same plates as Hurst, 1905. 

NEW YORK PUBLISHING COMPANY 

(Elsie Venner. 358 pp. Empire edition. Ub. Cong. 
Printed Gated.■\ 

L. C. PAGE AND COMPANY, BOSTON 

Autocrat, Illustrated. Ivorine Series of Dainty 


Gift Books. 332 pp. Text from plates identical 
with those of the Mershon edition. 

JAMES POTT & COMPANY, NEW YORK 

Beautiful Thoughts from John Greenleaf Whit¬ 
tier and Oliver Wendell Holmes, arranged by 
F. W. H. [Frederick W. Hallamj. New York, 
James Pott & Company, 1902.332 pp. 

FREDERICK A. STOKES COMPANY, NEW YORK 

Collection of Masterpieces, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, The Wonderful “One-Hoss Shay,” 
and Other Poems, with numerous original il¬ 
lustrations by C. Moore Smith. New York, 
Frederick A. Stokes Company, publishers. 
126 pp. Deposited for copyright Oct. 29, 1897. 

THOMPSON & THOMAS, CHICAGO 

Poems. 252 pp. Text from plates identical with the 
Hurst reprint of the 1849 edition. 

TOYME PRESS, PHILADELPHIA 

Selections from Oliver Wendell Holmes. Phila¬ 
delphia, The Toyme Press. N.d, 14 pp. 

E. A. WEEKS & COMPANY, CHICAGO 

Autocrat. 335 pp. 

THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., PHILADELPHIA 

Later The John Winston Co., Chicago, Phila¬ 
delphia, Toronto. 

Autocrat. Frontispiece portrait. Philadelphia, 
The John C. Winston Company. Page 320: 
Collins* Clear-Type Press, London and Glas¬ 
gow. (1907? See page 600.) 320 pp. 

Professor. Same imprint and colophon as above. 

(1908? Sec page 602.) 350 pp. 

Poet. Illustrated. Chicago, Philadelphia, Toronto, 
The John Winston Company. Page 380: Lon¬ 
don and Glasgow: Collins* Clear-Type Press. 
(1909? See page 605.) 

Elsie Venner. Illustrated by Harold Piflard. Same 
imprint and colophon as The Poet. 416 pp* 
(1909?) The dust-jacket advertisements list 
this as no. 124 of “Winston’s Illustrated Handy 
Classics”; The Autocrat, The Professor, The 
Poet are listed as nos. 59, 92, and ii 3 ' 
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EDITIONS FOR THE BLIND 

(The following titles were in Mr. Currier’s 
notes. No attempt was made to add to the list. See 
also Part I, page 201.) 

Selections from The Professor at the Breakfast- 
Table. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, Author of 
“The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table.” Stereo¬ 
typed and Printed by the American Printing 
House for the Blind. Louisville, Kentucky. 
1884. 

In raised letters. Leaf: i3i x 12 inches. Colla¬ 
tion: 156 leaves. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Every man 
his own Boswell. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
In two volumes. Vol. I. [II.] Stereotyped and 
printed with permission of the Author, by the 
American Printing House for the Blind. 1885. 

Printed in raised type. Leaf: 13^ x ii| inches. 
Collation: Vol. I: 144 leaves. Vol. II: preliminary 
leaf, followed by leaves 145-261. Contains “The 


Autocrat’s Autobiography,” Nov. i, 1858; and 
“To the Readers of the Autocrat of the Breakfast- 
Table," Aug. 29, 1882. Reissued in 1886. 

Selections from Holmes’s Poems. Stereotyped and 
printed by the American Printing House for 
the Blind. Louisville, Kentucky. 1885. 

Leaf: 13^ x 12 inches. Collation: 150 leaves. 
Information from the Boston Public Library. 

Selections from Holmes From Seven American 
Classics Edited by William Swinton and 
George A. Cathcart. Embossed with the per¬ 
mission of the publishers at the Pennsylvania 
Institution for the Instruction of the Blind. 
Philadelphia, 1894. 

Leaf: 6| x 12 inches. 

Our Hundred Days in Europe By Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes Stereotyped and printed at the 
American Printing House for the Blind, Louis¬ 
ville, Ky. Louisville, 1905. 

Leaf: 13^ x 12 inches. Collation: 289 leaves. 



ENGLISH REPRINTS AND 
FOREIGN EDITIONS 


Appendix 9 


T he following list is compiled from Mr. Cur¬ 
rier’s notes. He intended to have, if space and 
time permitted, an appendix listing all the British 
editions noted in the Publishers' Circular, the Eng¬ 
lish Catalogue, and the British Museum Catalogue 
of Printed Boo^s: “this to be brief entries with no 
attempt at bibliographical data or identification.’’ 
No attempt has been made to add to Mr. Currier’s 
notes. A few foreign editions are included. Titles 
in brackets are of books not seen. The list follows 
the order of Part I of this bibliography except that 
under “Poems” are listed selected as well as col¬ 
lected editions. The first English editions are 
described in Part I. 


POEMS 

Poems. London. 1846. See pages 36-38. 

Poetical Works. Routledge. 1852. See page 53. 

Wit & Humour Poems By the Autocrat of the 
Breakfast-Table London John Camden Hotten, 
Piccadilly, W. 1867 [All rights reserved] 
Leap: 7^ x 5 inches, untrimmed. Collation: 192 
pages. Advertised in the Publishers' Circular, Dec. 8, 
1866, as published “this day,” and listed in the issue 
of Dec. 15 among the new publications; price 3/6. 
According to the table of contents, the introduction, 
signed “J. C. H.” (pages [Vj-xxxii), was written by 
the publisher, J. C. Hotten. Later issues are listed in 
the Publishers’ Circular, Dec. 31, 1867 (by Hotten), 
and Aug. 17,1875, and June 16,1886 (by Ward, Lock, 
and Tyler). None of the 46 poems is first printed here. 

[Poems. Routledge, 1868. 32“®. Price i/- boards. 
Publishers' Circular, Mar. 16, 1868.] 

The Iron Gate. Sampson Low. 1880. See page 178. 

[Poems, Lxjndon. Routledge. 1881. New and re¬ 


vised edition. With numerous illustrations. 8^®. 
xii, 324 pages. Price 10/6. Publishers' Circular^ 
Nov. 15, 1881. British Museum Catalogue,-^ 


Poetical Works. Sampson Low. 1881. 2 vols. See 
page 184. 

[Poetical Works. I-.ondon. Routledge. 1882. Cr. 
8'^®. 384 pages. Price 3/6. Publishers' Circular, 
Aug. 15, 1882.] 

[Poetical Works. London. Routledge. 1883. 
(1882.) Excelsior Series. Post 8''®. 382 pages. Price 
2/-. Publishers' Circular, Dec. 30, 1882, British 
Museum Catalogue.-^ 


Illustrated Poems. Macmillan. 1885. (1884.) See 
page 197. 

The Last Leaf. Illustrated by Wharton and Smith. 
Sampson Low. 1886. (1885.) See page 206. 


Poems by Oliver Wendell Holmes London 
George Routledge and Sons Broadway, Ludgate 
Hill New York: 9 Lafayette Place 1886 
Leaf: 5I x 3 ^ inches, untrimmed. Collation: 384 
pages. Page [ij, half-title, [iij, advertisement of 
“Routledge’s Pocket Library” in monthly volumes, 
the present volume listed as no. 5. [iiij, title-page, [ivj, 
blank. [Vj, vi. To My Readers (poemj. [Viij-xn, Con- 

tents. [131-378. ( 379 r 38 i. Notes jas pnnted at 

the end of the second volume of the small American 
edition of 1881, with the omission of the note on 
“Grandmother's Story.”] [382]-384, Index. At the 
foot of page 384; Ballantync Press: Edinburgh and 
Rtvmvr.r Half cloth, light brown spine, 


label: | O. W. | Holmes' | Poems | . Three 
cloth, light green spine, label as above. Half c o , 
red spine, label: | O. W. | Holmes’ | Poems | ; at the 
foot: Routledge. Listed in the Publisher/ Circular, 

Jan. 15, 1886. 
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La Derniere Feuille, Illustre par Edwards & Smith. 
Paris. 1886. See pages 207-8. 

Before the Curfew. Sampson Low. 1888. See pages 
219-20. 


[Poetical Works. London. Routledge. 1890. New 
edition. Cr. 8'’o. Price 3/6. Publishers’ Circular, 
Nov. 15, 1890.] 


One Hoss Shay. Illustrated by Pyle. 1892. (1891.) 
Gay Sc Bird. See pages 237-38. 

Dorothy Q. Illustrated by Pyle. 1892. Gay & Bird. 
See page 241. 


Poetical Works. 
238.39, 


Routledge. 1892. 4 vols. See pages 


[Poetical Works. London. Routledge. 1892. Popu- 

lar Library. Cr. 8™. Price 3/6. Publishers' Circu- 
lar, Feb. 20, 1892.] 

(Poetical Works. London. Routledge. 1894. Cheap 
edition. Cr. Price 2/6. Publishers’ Circular. 

5 . 1894-1 


Classics. XXV, 309 pages. Price 25 cents cloth. An¬ 
nounced in Publishers Weekly, June 15, 1907.j 

Complete Poetical Works (Autograph Poets). 
G. S. Harrop & Co. 1910. See page 259. 

Luciano Zampa. I poeti amcricani. 1917. See page 
261. 


THE AUTOCRAT 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Sampson, 
Low. 1858. See page 72. 

The Autocrat. Strahan. 1859. See pages 74-75. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Author of “Astr^e” [j;V] and 
Other Poems. Edinburgh: Alexander Strahan & 
Co. London: Sampson Low, Son, Sc Co. 1861. 

Leaf: 7 x 4^ inches. Collation: viii, 200 pages. At 
the foot of page 200: Ballantyne and Company, 
Printers. Edinburgh. Binding: Blue cloth. Listed as a 
new publication in the Publishers’ Circular. Apr. 15. 
1861, price 2/6. A comparison of copies shows that 
the type was reset for this edition. Without illustra¬ 
tions. 


[Poetical Works. London. Routledge. 1894. 
Hearth and Home Library. Post 8''°. Price i/-. 
Publishers’ Circular. May 19, 1894.] 

The Last Leaf. Illustrated by Edwards and Smith. 
Sampson Low. 1894. P^g^ 208. 

Complete Poetical Works. (Cambridge edition.) 
Sampson Low. 1895. See page 253. 

The Anatomists Hymn. With translation. The 
^^gle. 1904. See page 258. 


The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes [Publisher’s device] Alexan¬ 
der Strahan, 148 Strand Sampson Low, Son, & 
Marston, Ludgate Hill 1865 
One-shilling edition, without illustrations. Leaf: 61 
X 4^ inches. Collation; viii, 200 pages. At the foot 
of page 200: Ballantyne, Roberts, and Company, Print- 
ters, Edinburgh. A comparison with the Strahan edi¬ 
tion of 1861 shows that the two editions are from the 
same setting of type. Binding: Blue paper wrappers. 
Listed in the Publisher^ Circular. Nov. i, 1865. 


The Silent Watchers. With translation. The 
Pugle. 1904. See page 258. 

The One Hoss Shay With Its Companion Poems, 
ustrated by Pyle. Gay & Bird. 1905. See page 238. 

[Selections from the Poems of Oliver Wendell 
o mes Edited with an Introduction and Notes 
y J- H. Castleman. . . New York, The Mac- 
^illan Company; London, Macmillan & Co., Ltd. 
^907* Macmillan’s Pocket American and English 


The Autocrat. Illustrated. Strahan. 1865. See page 
76. 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. With an 
Introduction by G. A. Sala. London. Ward, Lock, 
& Tyler. 1865. (Sixpenny Volume Library.) iv, 
123 pages. Publishers Circular. Nov. 15, 1865. 
British Museum Catalogue.-^ 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. London. 
S. O. Beeton, 1866. vii, 279 pages. Price i/- sewed. 
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Publishers' Circular, Jan. i6, 1866. British Mu¬ 
seum Catalogue.-^ 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Author’s Unabridged Edition, 
London: George Roudedge and Sons, Broad¬ 
way, Ludgate; New York, 416 Broome Street. 

Leap: yix 5 inches. Collation: iv, 123 pages. Bind¬ 
ing: Yellow paper covers, with decorative design in 
red and black, including a portrait of Holmes. At 
the head of the front cover: World-Wide Library. 
Listed as a new publication in the Publisher/ Cir¬ 
cular, Mar. 2, 1868, price sixpence. This is the earliest 
Routlcdge edition of The Autocrat. The copy de¬ 
scribed is in the Harvard library, coming directly 
from Dr. Holmes’s library; it is presumably a copy 
of the 1868 issue. Routledge first appears at the above 
address in the New York directory published in the 
early summer of 1867. The address becomes 9 Lafay¬ 
ette Place in 1880-81, and later issues of this edition 
have that address. 


The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Author of *‘The Professor of 
the Breakfast Table,” etc. etc. With an Introduc¬ 
tion by George Augustus Sala. London; John 
Camden Hotten, 74 and 75 Piccadilly. 

Leaf: 6i x 4^ inches. Collation: Pages [i]-vi; fol¬ 
lowed by pages [9]-235. Sala’s introduction is at 
pages [V]-vi. Binding: Purple cloth. Advertised as 
"Hotten’s 'Golden Library’ of the Best Authors,” 
price i/-; 1/6 cloth. Listed as a new publication in 
the Publisher/ Circular, Jan. 18, 1871. 


{The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. London. 
Routledge. 1871. 8™ 124 pages. Price i/- cloth. 
Publisher/ Circular, Mar. i, 1871.J 


(The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. London. 
Routledge. 1874. New edition. 208 pages. Price 
i/- sewed. Publisher/ Circular, June 16, 1874.] 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Author of “The Professor at 
the Breakfast-Table” With an Introduction by 
George Augustus Sala London Chatto and 
Windus, Piccadilly 

On front cover: The Golden Library. Leaf: 6i x 
4} inches. Collation: Pages [iiij-vi; followed by 


pages [9]-235. At foot of page 235: Billing and Sons, 
Printers and Elcctrotypers, Guilford. Binding: Olive 
green cloth with tide in black on front covers and in 
gilt on decorated spine. A copy in the Yale library is 
presumably the edition listed in the Publisher/ Cir¬ 
cular, Nov. 2, 1874, price 2/-, and in Appendix B of 
the English Catalogue, iSya-iSSo, under “Golden Li¬ 
brary.” 

Der Tisch-Despot. Stuttgart. 1876. See pages 77-78. 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. New edi¬ 
tion with illustrations by J. G. Thomson. London; 
Chatto and Windus. 1881. The Mayfair Library. 
i2®o. 320 pages. Price 2/6. Publisher/ Circular, 
Dec. 6,1881.] 

The Autocrat. Douglas. 1883. i vol. 8™. See page 

79 * 

The Autocrat. Douglas. 1883. 2 vols. See page 79. 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Authorized 
edidon. Leipzig. Bernhard Tauchnitz. 1883. 
Listed in the advertisements in the Tauchnitz 
Professor, j 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Ward, 
Lock & Co. London. (1883.) vii, 279 pages. Brit¬ 
ish Museum Catalogue.-^ 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. Every man 
his own Boswell. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
(With illustrations from the first edidon.) Lon¬ 
don, W. Paterson & Co. (1883?) Leaf: 6| inches. 
Collation: vii, 279 pages. Union Catalogue. The 
Harvard copy has an 1884 ddc-page with the im¬ 
print: Edinburgh: William Paterson, and vi¬ 
gnette of Holmes. No illustrations. The Publish¬ 
er/ Circular, July 2, 1883, advertises it: price 2/-, 
i/- sewed; Paterson’s Shilling Library.] 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. London. 
Roudedge. 1884. 8''". 316 pages. British Museum 

Catalogue.\ 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Tabic. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Author of “The Professor at 
the Brcakfast:TabIc,” and “The Poet at the Break- 
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fast-Table.’* London: Walter Scott, 24 Warwick 
Lane. Toronto: W. J, Gage & Co. 

Listed among the new publications in the Pub- 
Usher/ Circular, Sept. i6, 1889, price 1/6. Leaf: 61 
X 4S inches. Collation: vii, [ij, 271 pages. Binding: 
Olive green cloth, lettered in gilt on the front cover 
and spine with the title and author’s name. The bind¬ 
ing is uniform with that of the Scott editions of The 
Professor and The Poet, described at pages 601, 604. 

The same sheets were used, evidently at about the 
same time or a little earlier, in the Scott binding for 
the Camelot Series, but without the title-page or im¬ 
print of the series. The inclusion of The Autocrat in 
this series was an emergency measure, according to a 
letter of Oct. 5, 1889 (Library of Congress), from the 
editor of the series, Ernest Rhys, who, having had a 
protest from Holmes’s publisher, wrote Holmes to 
explain the circumstances. The Appendix to the Eng¬ 
lish Catalogue, i 88 i-i 88 g, has The Autocrat as num¬ 
ber 44 in the list of the Camelot Series. The title is 
omitted from the list in the volume for 1890-97. 

The Olin Library, Wesleyan University, has a copy 
bound m blue-gray cloth with a paper label on the 
spine, reading: | Camelot Series | [Rulej | The Auto¬ 
crat I of the I Breakfast | Table | . Except for this 
binding, it is identical with the regular Scott issue 
(a copy of which is also in the Wesleyan library), 
even to the advertisements, both copies having eight 
pages of advertisements, the first four pages being 
part of the last signature. In these advertisements. War 
and Peace is listed as ready Sept. 25, and The Auto¬ 
crat has not yet been added to the list of titles in the 

Camelot Series. Copies without the Toronto imprint 
are later. 


The volume later became number 44 of “The Scott 
Library.” According to the Publishers’ Circular, Feb. 
20, 1892, page 198, “The Scott Library” was initiated 
cb. 28, 1892. The volume is found listed also as one 
of Scott’s “New England Library, Gravure edition,” 

with a frontispiece in photogravure,” 
w ich is probably the issue listed in the Publishers' 
trcular, Dec. i, 1894, at 2/6. One issue has been 
noted (Boston Medical Library) with reproductions 

the original Hoppin illustrations. It does not have 
the Toronto imprint. 


(The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. London, 
oudedge, 1890. Post 8^®. 308 pages. Price 3/6. 
Misher/ Circular, Apr. i, 1890.] 


[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. London. 
Roudedge. 1893. Author’s unabridged edition. 
Caxton Series. 8'’®. 126 pages. Price -/6. Pub¬ 
lishers* Circular, Feb. 25, 1893.j 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. London. 
Routledge. 1893. 32“®. 316 pages. Price i/-. Pub¬ 
lishers Circular, Mar. 25, 1893.] 

The Autocrat. Illustrated by Pyle. Gay & Bird. 
1893. See page 82. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes London George Routledge & 
Sons, Limited Broadway, Ludgate Hill Man¬ 
chester and New York 1894 

Leap: 5J x 3S inches, trimmed. Collation: 315- 
pages. At the foot of page 315; Ballantyne Press: Edin¬ 
burgh and London. Paper covers, with series title at 
the head; Routledge’s Sixpenny Pocket Library. The 
advertising pages list also in this series The Professor, 
The Poet, and Poems. 

The Autocrat. Illustrated by Brock. J. M. Dent & 
Co. 1902. See page 83. 

[Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. With an Intro¬ 
duction by Leslie Stephen. London, Macmillan, 
1903. Golden Treasury Series. 12“®. 348 pages. 
Price 2/6. English Catalogue, May 1903. Ameri¬ 
can edition noted, Publishers* Weekly, Aug. 15, 
1903, 30-1-317 pages. Price $1.00 cloth.] 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes With an Introduction by Gil¬ 
bert K Chesterton Blackie & Son Ld London 

(I904] 

Half-title: Red Letter Library (the running heads 
are printed in red). Leaf: 5H x 45 inches. Collation; 
[4]» X, 390 pages. Introduction, pages iii-x, signed: 

G. K. Chesterton. Notes, pages 351-90. On page 349: 
The notes to this edition of The Autocrat of the 
Breakjast-Table have been prepared by Mr. E. H. 
Blakeney, M.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge. Mr. 
Blakeney has the following cautious comment on the 
“One Hoss Shay”: '“Hahnsum kerridge’: surely an 
anachronism. The patent for Hansom cabs’ (so 
named from the inventor. Hansom, architect of 
Birmingham town-hall) was not taken out till 1834 
or twenty-four years after the date, 1810, given here.’’ 
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[The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. London: 
Grant Richards, Ltd., 1904. Grant Richards’ 
World’s Classics, bj inches. 270 pages. Price i/-. 
'Publishers' Circular, Aug. 6, 1904; English Cata¬ 
logue, /90/-/905. The series was taken over by the 
Oxford University Press, and later editions bear 
their imprint, The Autocrat being number 61 in 
the World’s Classics Series.j 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. London and Toronto J. M. 
Dent & Sons Ltd. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 

Half-title: The Temple Classics. Announced in the 
Publisher/ Circular, Feb. 18, 1905; price 1/6, 2/- 
leather. Leaf: 5^! x 3! Collation: [8], 316, [4] 
pages. Frontispiece, Brock’s illustration for ‘The 
Deacon’s Masterpiece.” Has the prefaces of 1881 and 
1891, “The Autocrat’s Autobiography,” 1858, and the 
notes of the 1883 edition. On the page following page 
316: "This edition of The Autocrat of the Breakfast 
Table’ has been prepared for press by Mr. A. J. 
Grieve, M.A., B.D., formerly Professor of English 
in the Central College, Bangalore. The text is that 
of the edition corrected by Dr. Holmes in 1891.” 
[Signed:] 29 Bedford Street, Covent Garden, Jan¬ 
uary, 1905. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. London: Published by J. M. 
Dent & Co and in New York by E. P. Dutton 
& Co 

Half-title: Everyman’s Library Edition by Ernest 
Rhys. Announced in the Publisher/ Circular, Apr. 
14, 1906; price i/, 2/- leather. Leaf: 61 x 4^ inches. 
Collation: x, 300 pages. Pages vii-x, Editor’s Note 
[dated:] 1906 [Unsigned). 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. London, 
W. Collins, 1907. Illustrated Pocket Classics. 12™®. 
320 pages. Price i/-, 2/- leather. English Cata¬ 
logue, igo6-ipio. Mar. 1907; Publisher/ Circular, 
Apr. 6, 1907.] 

(The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. Cassell and 
Company, Ltd. London New York Toronto & 
Melbourne (1909?) Listed as number 19 of “The 
People’s Library,” in the advertising pages at the 


The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table Edited with 
an Introduction and Notes by C. R. Rounds. New 
York. The Macmillan Company 1914 
Leaf: 5!^ Collation: xxi, 264 pages, frontis¬ 
piece portrait. Macmillan’s Pocket English and Amer¬ 
ican Classics. Cumulative Booh^ Index, 1914, page 
352; price 25 cents. 

The Autocrat. Kenkyusha Classics. Tokoyo, 
Japan. 1922. See page 84. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table with Foot- 
Notes by John Downie, M.A. and Supplementary 
Notes for Students by the Hirano Compiling De¬ 
partment, Hirano Publishing House, Kyoto, 1935* 
Leaf: 7I inches, trimmed. Collation: [2], 107, 
(2j pages, with colophon in Japanese on the last leaf. 

The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. London: J. M. Dent & Co., 
Aldine House, 69, Great Eastern Street. 

Leaf: 6| x 4J inches, trimmed, gilt top. Collation: 
vii, [2], 279 pages. Title-page in red and black. At foot 
of page 279: M^^Farlanc & Erskine, Printers, Edin¬ 
burgh. Contains ‘The Autocrat’s Autobiography,” 
Nov. I, 1858, and reproductions of Hoppin’s illustra¬ 
tions. Publisher’s leather binding. 

[The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. London. 
Routledge. New York. E. P. Dutton. N.d. The un¬ 
dated Routledge-Dutton Professor lists The Auto¬ 
crat.j 

THE PROFESSOR 

The Professor. Sampson Low. i860. See page 9 ®* 

[The Professor at the Breakfast-Table; with The 
Story of Iris. London, John Camden Hotten 
(1870). Golden Library. 6i inches. 246 pages. 
Price i/- sewed; 1/6 cloth. Publisher/ Circular, 
May 2, 1870. A copy in the Harvard library, with 
advertising leaves dated 1872, is a later issue.] 

[The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. London: 
Routledge. 1872. Publisher/ Circular, June i 7 » 
1872, post 8^®, price -/6 sewed, i/- cloth; and in 
the issue of July i, 1872, 12“®. 128 pages, price 

-/6 sewed.] 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. London: 


back of Cassell’s printing of The Professor.-^ i 
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Chatto and Windus. 1874. Price 2/-. Publishers’ 
Circular, Nov. 2, 1874; also listed in the “Golden 
Library” in Appendix B of the English Catalogue, 
j8y2-i88o.^ 

[The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. Edinburgh. 
W. Paterson. 1883. Paterson’s Shilling Library. 
286 pages. Price 2/-; i/- sewed. Publisheis’ Cir¬ 
cular, July 16, 1883.] 

The Professor. Douglas. 1883. i vol. 8'’°. See page 
92. 

The Professor. Douglas. 1883. 2 vols. See page 
92. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table; with the 
Story of Iris. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. Au¬ 
thorized Edition. Leipzig Bernhard Tauchnitz 
1883. 

Collection of British Authors. Tauchnitz edition. 
Vol. 2203. Leaf: 6i x 4^ inches, untrimmed. Colla- 
tion: 336 pages. Price: M 1.60. 

[The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. London. 
Routledge. 1884. 315 pages. British Museum 

Catalogue.^ 

[The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. Selections. 
With an Introduction by the Rev. H. R. Haweis. 
Routledge’s World Library, i8"^°, 150 pages. 
Price -/6; -/^ sewed. Publishers’ Circular, June 

15, 1886.] 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Author of “The Autocrat of 
the Breakfast-Table,” and “The Poet at the Break¬ 
fast-Table.” London; Walter Scott, 24 Warwick 
Lane. Toronto: W. J. Gage & Co. 

Leaf: 6| x 4S inches. Collation: 288 pages. Bind¬ 
ing: Sec The Autocrat, page 599. The verso of the 
half-title carries the note that this is uniform with 
Phe Autocrat and The Poet. Listed among the new 

publications in the Publisher/ Circular, Oct. i, 1889, 
price 1/6. 

The Olin Library, Wesleyan University, has two 
copies which are identical except for the imprint on 
the title-page and the advertisements. The copy with¬ 
out the Toronto imprint has later advertisements; the 


travel books listed are for the 1890 season. (An ex¬ 
amination of other titles published by Scott confirms 
die precedence of the double imprint.) This volume 
was later included as number 46 of ‘The Scott Li¬ 
brary,” and afterwards advertised as one of Scott’s 
“New England Library, Gravure Edition,” price 2/6, 
with “a frontispiece in photogravure,” which is prob¬ 
ably the issue listed in the Publishers’ Circular, Dec. 
I, 1894. Copies have been noted with a photogravure 
frontispiece depicting Holmes’s study, and again 
with a portrait frontispiece by Ad. Lalauze (Boston 
Medical Library). The same plates were used for an 
undated issue published by J. M. Dent. See below. 

[The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. London. 
Routledge. 1890. New edition. Post S'"®. 306 pages. 
Price 3/6. Publishers Circular, June i6, 1890.] 

[The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. London. 
Routledge. 1890. Sixpenny Pocket Library. Listed 
in advertisements in The Autocrat, 1894. See page 

599-1 

The Professor. Illustrated by Brock. J. M. Dent. 
1902. See page 93. 

The Professor At the Breakfast Table. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes London and Toronto J. M. 
Dent & Sons Ltd, New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 

Half-title: The Temple Classics. Leaf: 513 x 3§ 
inches. Collation: [I2j, 305, [4] pages. Frontispiece, 
Brock illustration. Has the prefaces of 1881 and 
1883. On the page following page 305: ‘This edition 
of The Professor at the Breakfast Table’ has been 
prepared for press by Mr. A. J. Grieve, M.A., B.D., 
formerly Professor of English in the Central College, 
Bangalore, The Text is that of the edition corrected 
by Dr. Holmes in 1882.” [Signed:] Bedford Street, 
Covent Garden. January, 1905. Announced in the 
Publishers’ Circular, Mar. 4, 1905; price 1/6, 2/- 
leather, 

[The Professor at the Breakfast Table London: 
Published by J. M. Dent & Co. and in New York 
by E. P. Dutton & Co. Everyman’s Library Edi¬ 
tion. 306 pages. Price i/-, 2/- leather. Announced 
in the Publishers Circular, Apr, 14, 1906.J 

(The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. With an 
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Introduction by W. Robertson Nicoll. London: 
Henry Frowde, Oxford University Press, 1907. 
The World’s Classics. 284 pages. Price i/-. Pub¬ 
lishers* Circular, Feb. 2 and 9, 1907. Reissued in 
1926.] 

The Professor at the Breakfast Table. Illustrated 
by A. A. Dixon. London & Glasgow Collins* 
Clear-Type Press. 

Illustrated Pocket Classics. Leaf: 5!! x 3! inches, 
gilt edges. Collation: j4], 350 pages, and 6 inserted 
illustrations, including frontispiece. At the foot of 
page 350: Collins’ Clear-Type Press, London and 
Glasgow. Listed in the English Catalogue, Sept. 1908; 
price i/-, 'll- leather. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table By O. W. 
Holmes. Cassell and Company, Ltd. London 
New York Toronto & Melbourne mcmix 
Half-title: The People’s Library. [No. 119.] Leaf: 
7A inches. Collation: [6], 9-340 pages. At foot of 
rage 340; Printed by the East of England Printing 
Works, London and Norwich. Verso of second leaf 
has onc-page “Editor’s Note” unsigned. Listed in 
the English Catalogue, igoS-igio; price -/8, 1/6 
leather. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. Introduc¬ 
tion by Clement K. Shorter. London and Glas¬ 
gow, Blackie & Son, Ltd. [I928.] 

The Wallet Library. Leaf: 5I x 3^ inches. Colla¬ 
tion: xii, 371 pages. Portrait from a photograph by 
Elliott & Fry. Introduction by Shorter at pages iii-xii. 
Published June 1928; price 1/6, English Catalogue, 
ig 26 -ig^o. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. London: J. M. Dent & Co., 
Aldine House, 69, Great Eastern Street. 

Leaf: 6f x 4^ inches, fore and lower edges un- 
trimmed, gilt top. Collation: 288 pages. Title-page 
in red and black. At foot of page 288: M^^Farlanc & 
Erskine, Printers, Edinburgh. Printed from the same 
plates as the editions published by Walter Scott. 

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table What he 
said, what he heard, and what he saw by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes London George Roudedge 
& Sons, Limited New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 


Half-tide: The New Universal Library The 
Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes I The Profes¬ 
sor at the Breakfast-Table. Leaf: 5! x 3} inches, 
trimmed, gilt top. Collation: [4], 284 pages. At foot 
of page 284: R. Clay and Sons, Ltd., Bread St. Hill, 
E.C., and Bungay, Suffolk. 

ELSIE VENNER 

Elsie Venner, Macmillan. 1861. See page loi. 

Elsie Venner; A Romance of Destiny. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Author of “The Autocrat of 
the Breakfast-Table,” etc. London: Roudedge, 
Warne, and Roudedge, Farringdon Street. 1861. 

Leaf: 6i x 4 inches. Collation: 428 pages. On 
verso of title-page: London: Savill and Edwards, 
Printers, Chandos-Street. Listed as a new publication 
in the Publisher^ Circular, Apr. i, i86i, price 2/- 
boards; and in the issue of April 15, 1861, price 2/6 
cloth. The English Catalogue, 1837-1862, lists this as 

no. 244 of “Roudedge’s Cheap Series.” 

[Elsie Venner. A Romance of Destiny. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Author of “The Autocrat of the 
Breakfast Table,” etc., etc. London: C. H. Clarke, 
13, Paternoster Row. (1861.) The Parlour Library, 
ccxlvii. Leaf: 6^ inches. Collation: 376 pages. 
Letter from the British Museum. The book is 
listed in the Publishers* Circular, Oct. i, 1861, 
price 2/-.) 

Elsie Venner. French translation. Paris. 1862. See 
page 102. 

Elsie Venner. A Romance of Destiny. By Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Author of “The Autocrat of 
the Breakfast-Table,” etc. Authorized edition. 
Leipzig: Alphons Durr. 1862. 

On page (i,: Diirr’s Collection of Sundard Ameri¬ 
can and British Authors. Edited by William E. 
Drugulin. Vol. 61. Lbaf: yt x 5 inches, untrimmed. 
Collation: [2], x, 380 pages. Binding: Gray paper 
wrappers. Price: One half thaler. 

[Elsie Venner, 5th edition. London, Chapman & 
Hall, 1865. Select Library. 380 pages. Price 2- 
boards. Publisher/ Circular. Oct. 17, 1865-) 

[Elsie Venner. London. Ward, Lock, and Tyler. 
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1866. 376 pages. Price i/- sewed. Publishers' Cir¬ 
cular, Aug. 16, 1866.] 

[Elsie Venner. London. Routledge. 1886. 8’^®. 148 
pages. Price -/6 sewed. Publishers' Circular, Aug. 
16, 1886.] 


[Elsie Venner. Edinburgh. W. Paterson. 1887. 
356 pages. Price 2/-; i/- sewed. Publishers' Cir¬ 
cular, May 2, 1887. The British Museum Cata¬ 
logue lists an 1888 Paterson edition, 362 pages.] 

[Elsie Venner, London. Routledge. 1890. Works. 

Vol. V. Cr. S'-®. 376 pages. Price 3/6. Publishers 
Circular, Nov. 15, 1890.] 


[Elsie Venner. London. Routledge. 1894. Cr. 8'^°. 
Price 2/6. Publishers' Circular, June 2, 1894.) 

Elsie Venner. . , . London Walter Scott, Limited 
Paternoster Sq. 

New England Library, Gravure Edition. Leaf: 
X 4^ inches. Collation: 362 pages, and illustrative 
frontispiece in photogravure. The series title is de¬ 
rived from the advertising pages. Listed in the Eng¬ 
lish Catalogue, iSgi-iSgy, as of Mar. 1895; price 2/6. 

(Elsie Venner. Illustrated by Harold Piflard. Lon- 

*^on and Glasgow. Collins* Clear-Type Press. 

(*9090 An American issue (see pages 594) 

printed in Great Britain*’ indicates the existence 

of this English edition. No. 124 of a series of re¬ 
prints.] 

SOUNDINGS FROM “thE ATLANTIC*’ 

Soundings from the Atlantic. Sampson Low. 1864. 
page 125. 

THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 

The Guardian Angel. Sampson Low. 1867. See 
P^ges 130-31. 

(The Guardian Angel. London: Ward, Lock, and 
y cr. (1868.) Library of Popular Authors. 2 vols. 
itish Museum Catalogue. See page 130 and 

^^^rdian Angel. London. Sampson Low. 
i^™o. Price 2/- boards, apparently in one 
o umc. American Literary Gazette, June i, 

I068.J 


The Guardian Angel. By Oliver Wendell Holmes 
... New Edition. London: Sampson, Low, Son, 
& Marston, Crown Buildings, 188 Fleet Street. 
1869. [The Right of Translation is Reserved.] 
Low’s Copyright Series of American Authors. 
Leaf: x 41^ inches. Collation: xvi, 301 pages. 

Binding: Flexible, glazed red paper-boards with let¬ 
tering and ornamental frame. Price 1/6; 2/- cloth. 
Listed in the Publishers’ Circular, Dec. 10, 1868. 

[The Guardian Angel. London. Sampson Low. 
1876. Rose Library, xvi, 300 pages. Price i/-. Pub¬ 
lishers' Circular, May 16, 1876.J 

(The Guardian Angel. London. Sampson Low. 
1889. 318 pages. Price 2/-. Publishers Circular, 
Oct. 15, 1889.j 

[The Guardian Angel. London. Routledge. 1890. 
Works. Cr. 8^°. Price 3/6. Publishers Circular, 
Nov. 15, 1890.] 

[The Guardian Angel. London. Routledge. 1894. 
Cheap edition. Cr. 8''®, Price 2/6. Publishers Cir¬ 
cular, May 19, 1894.j 

(The Guardian Angel. London. Sampson Low. 
1894. 310 pages. Price 2/6. Publishers Circular, 
Nov. 10, 1894.] 

MECHANISM IN THOUGHT AND MORALS 

Mechanism in Thought and Morals. Sampson 
Low. 1871. See page 141. 

[Mechanism in Thought and Morals. 2d edition. 
London. Sampson Low. 1876. The British Mu¬ 
seum Catalogue lists a second edition, dated 1871, 
but the second edition is not advertised until 1876, 
Publishers' Circular, Feb. i.j 

YANKEE DROLLERIES 

(Yankee Drolleries, The Most Celebrated Works 
of the Best American Humorists, Complete Edi¬ 
tions, with Introductions by G. A. Sala. More 
Yankee Drolleries, a Second Series, A Third Sup¬ 
ply of Yankee Drolleries. 3 vols. London. (1870,) 
8''®. British Museum Catalogue.^ 
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THE POET 

The Poet. Routledge. 1872. See page 146. 

The Poet at the Breakfast Table. (January to 
June.) By Oliver Wendell Holmes, Author of 
“Professor at the Breakfast Table,’* “Autocrat 
of the Breakfast Table,” etc. London: John Cam¬ 
den Hotten, 74 & 75, Piccadilly. 

Leaf: 6i x 4^ inches. Collation: Pages [5]-2i6, 
preceded by the stiif cover and one leaf of advertise¬ 
ments. Binding: Yellow glazed paper covers, with 
vignette portrait of Holmes. At the head of the 
cover: One Shilling. Advertised as “Hottcn’s ‘Golden 
Library’ of the Best Authors,” price i/-. Listed as a 
new publication in the Publisher/ Circular, Nov, 16, 
1872. Contains only the first six chapters. 

[The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. London. Rout- 
ledge. 1873. New edition. 12™®. Price 2/6. Pub¬ 
lishers* Circular, Apr. i, 1873.] 

The Poet at the Breakfast Table by Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes Author of “The Professor at the 
Breakfast Table,” “The Autocrat of the Break¬ 
fast Table,” etc. London George Routledge and 
Sons The Broadway, Ludgate 
Leaf: x 4A inches. Collation: 216, [7j pages. 

Binding: Yellow glazed paper wrappers with por¬ 
trait of Holmes on the front cover. On the last page 
of the back cover an advertisement of “Routledge’s 
American Library. One shilling each,” to which this 
volume belongs, being number 23 (price 2/-). The 
Autocrat is listed as number 38. The Poet is listed a 
second time as number 58, presumably at one shilling. 
Listed in the Publishers' Circular, Nov. 2, 1877. 

The Poet. Douglas. 1883. i vol. 8'^®. See page 147. 

The Poet. Douglas. 1883. 2 vols. See page 147. 

[The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. London. Rout¬ 
ledge. 1883. New edition. 12™°. 222 pages. Price 
-/6 sewed. Publishers* Circular, May 15, 1883.] 

(The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, London. Rout¬ 
ledge. 1884. Post 8^®. 224 pages. Price -/6 sewed. 
Publishers* Circular, Feb. 15,1884.] 

[The Poet at the Breakfast-Table, London. Rout¬ 


ledge. 1884. 8™. 370 pages. British Museum Cata¬ 
logue.] 

[The Poet at the Breakfast Table. W. Paterson. 
Edinburgh. 1885. Price 2/-. Publishers* Circular, 
Apr. 1,1885. See page 605.] 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. By Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes. The Author of “The Autocrat of the 
Breakfast-Table” and “The Professor at the Break¬ 
fast-Table.” London: Walter Scott, 24 Warwick 

Lane. Toronto: W. J. Gage & Co. 

Leaf: 6S x 4! inches. Collation: 320 pages. Bind¬ 
ing: Uniform with The Autocrat and The Professor. 
Listed among the new publications in the Publishers' 
Circular, Oct. i, 1889, price 1/6. It is assumed that 
copies with the double imprint and early advertise¬ 
ments must exist. The copy seen (Olin Library, 
Wesleyan University), however, has the single im¬ 
print and advertisements identical with those in the 
single imprint copy of The Professor. This copy, in 
addition to the note of uniformity, has on the verso 
of the half-title the note: “Published by special ar¬ 
rangement with the Proprietors of the Copyright, 
Messrs. G, Routledge and Sons.” The volume later 
became number 45 of ‘The Scott Library, and a 
“new edition” is listed in the Publisher/ Circular, 
Nov. 17, 1894, price 2/6. Also advertised as belonging 
to Scott’s “New England Library, Gravure Edition. 
The same plates were used for undated issues pub¬ 
lished by J. M. Dent and by W. Paterson. Sec page 605. 

(The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. London. Rout¬ 
ledge. 1890. Post 8^0. 370 pages. Price 3/6. Pub¬ 
lishers* Circular, June 16,1890.] 

[The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. London. Rout¬ 
ledge. 1893. Pocket Library, 32”“®, 312 pages. 
Price i/-. Publishers* Circular, Apr, 8,18930 

(The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. London. Rout¬ 
ledge. 1894. Caxton Scries. 8’®. 136 pages. Price 
-/6. Publishers* Circular, Feb. 24, 1894.] 

The Poet. Illustrated by Brock. J. M. Dent. 190^- 
See pages 147-48. 

(The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. London: J. M. 
Dent 8c Sons, Ltd.; New York: E. P. Dutton 8c Co. 
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1905. The Temple Classics. 296 pages. Price 1/6; 
2/- leather. Announced in the Publishers’ Circu¬ 
lar,}Azs. 25, 1905.] 

[The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. By Oli\ er Wen¬ 
dell Holmes. London: published by J. M. Dent 
and Co. and in New York by E. P. Dutton & 
Co. Everyman’s Library Edition. Price i/-; 2/- 
leather. Announced in the Publishers’ Circular, 
Apr. 14, 1906.j 

[The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. With an In¬ 
troduction by W, Robertson Nicoll. London: 
Henry Frowde, Oxford University Press. 1907. 
The World’s Classics. 316 pages. Price i/-. Pub¬ 
lishers’ Circular, Feb. 2 and 9, 1907.) 

The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. Illustrated by A. 

Pearse. London & Glasgow, Collins’ Clear-Type 
Press [I909] 

Illustrated Pocket Classics. Leaf: 51^ x 4 inches, 
gilt top. Collation: [4], 380 pages, and 7 inserted il¬ 
lustrations including the frontispiece. Listed in the 

Pnglish Catalogue, igo 6 -igto, Apr. 1909; price i/-; 
leather 2/-. 


The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. By Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes. London: J. M. Dent & Co., Aldine 
House, 69, Great Eastern Street. 

Leaf: 6& x 4I inches, fore and lower edges un- 
trimmed, gilt top. Collation: 320 pages. Frontispiece 
portrait. Title-page in red and black. Verso of half- 
title. Published by special arrangement with the 
proprietors of the copyright, Messrs. G. Routledge 
3 nd Sons. At foot of page 320: M^^Farlane & Erskine, 
rioters, Edinburgh. Printed from the same plates as 
tnc issues published by Walter Scott. 

Poet at the Breakfast-Table. By Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes, Author of “The Autocrat of the 
Breakfast-Table,” and “The Professor at the 
reakfast-Table.” William Paterson, 10 Lovell’s 
Court, Paternoster Row, London. 

Leaf: 6i x 4^ inches, trimmed, gilt top. Collation: 
320 pages. Verso of half-title: Published by special 
^rangement with the proprietors of the copyright, 
essrs. G. Routledge and Sons. At foot of page 320: 
arlane & Erskine, Printers, Edinburgh. The 


plates are those of the Scott issues and the undated 
J. M. Dent issue. 

[The Poet at the Breakfast-Table. London. Rout¬ 
ledge. New York. E. P. Dutton. N.d. The undated 
Routledge-Dutton Projessor lists The Poet.) 

THE BREAKFAST-TABLE SERIES 

The “Breakfast-Table” Series The Autocrat of 
the Breakfast-Table The Professor at the Break¬ 
fast-Table The Poet at the Breakfast-Table By 
Oliver Wendell Holmes London George Rout¬ 
ledge and Sons Broadway, Ludgate Hill New 
York: 9, Lafayette Place 1882 
Leaf: 7x4! inches. Collation: Pages [ij-iv, fol¬ 
lowed in turn by one unpaged leaf, pages (5]-i83, 
[I84J blank, unpaged leaf, pages [i]-i98, unpaged 
leaf, pages (9]-223. Frontispiece: Portrait engraved 
by Wilcox. An introduction on pages iii-iv is signed 
George Augustus Sala. Listed in the Publishers’ Cir¬ 
cular, July 1,1882. Price 3/6. Listed also May 15, 1886, 
as Standard Library Edition, price 3/6; and Nov. i, 
1888, price 3/6, as Popular Series of Standard Audiors. 

[The “Breakfast-Table” Series. London. Rout¬ 
ledge. 1886. Excelsior Series, i vol. Price 2/-.] 

Nouvelle Bibliotheque Populaire. Le Poete et 
L’Autocrate, Translation by de Gourcuff Paris 
[1889.^] See page 224. 

[The Breakfast-Table Series. Sully. 1915. See 
page 260.] 

MOTLEY 

John Lothrop Motley. Triibner. 1879. (1878.) See 
page 173. 

John Lothrop Motley. A Memoir. By Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes. London: Triibner & Co,, Ludgate 
Hill. 1889. [All rights reserved.] 

Leaf: 7 x 4$ inches, gilt top, other edges untrimmed. 
Collation: vii, [ij, 278 pages. Verso of title-page: The 
Riverside Press. Cambridge, Mass. U.S.A. Binding: 
Green cloth, dark blue end-papers. Spine lettered: 

I John I Lx)throp | Motley | O. W. Holmes | . At the 
fool: I Triibner & Co. | . Printed from the same plates 
as the American edition of which there were two 
impressions of 500 copies each in April and August 
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1889. Nothing in the publisher’s records refers to the 
shipping of plates or copies to England. 

EMERSON 

Ralph Waldo Emerson. Kegan Paul. 1884. See 
page 200. 

A MORTAL ANTIPATHY 

A Mortal Antipathy. Sampson Low. 1885. See 
page 198. 

j A Mortal Antipathy. The British Museum Catalogue 
lists a i4'page pamphlet, published by Sampson Low 
in 1885, containing the “Postscript” only of A Mortal 
Antipathy, under the title A Mortal Antipathy. First 
Opening of the New Portfolio.^ 

[A Mortal Antipathy. W. Paterson. Edinburgh. 

1886. 228 pages. Price i/- sewed. Publishers Cir¬ 
cular, Sept. I, 1886.] 

[A Mortal Antipathy. London. Sampson Low. 

1887. Cheap edition. 282 pages. Price 2/-, i/- 
sewed. Publishers* Circular, Feb. 15, 1887.] 

OUR HUNDRED DAYS 

Our Hundred Days in Europe. Sampson Low. 
1887. Also large-paper issue. See page 214. 

[Our Hundred Days in Europe. London. Samp¬ 
son, Low, etc. 1894. Cheap edition. 308 pages. 
Price 2/6. Publishers Circular, Nov. 10, 1894.] 

OVER THE TEACUPS 

Over the Teacups. Sampson Low. 1890. See pages 
230-31. Also 2d edition. 

Over the Teacups By Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
Author of “The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table,** 
etc. Copyright Edition. Leipzig Bernard Tauch- 
nitz 1891. 

Half-title: Collection of British Authors. Tauch- 
nitz edition. Vol. 2793. Leap: 6i x 4I inches, trimmed. 
Collation: 312 pages, followed by a 16'page adver¬ 
tisement, dated December, 1891. 

[Over the Teacups. London. Sampson Low, etc. 
1894. New and cheaper edition. Price 2/6. Pub¬ 
lishers* Circular, Nov. 10, 1894.3 


WRITINGS 

The Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes In 
Thirteen Volumes. Sampson Low. 1891. See page 
232. 

YEAR BOOK 

The Oliver Wendell Holmes Year Book. Gay & 
Bird. 1894. See page 247. 

INTRODUCTION BY HOLMES 

A Quaker of the Olden Time. London. 1898. 
See pages 255-56. 

LIFE AND LETTERS 

Life and Letters of Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
Sampson Low. 1896. 2 vols. See page 254. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

[Funny Stories and Humorous Poems. By Mark 
Twain and O. W. Holmes. In Two Parts. London, 
(1875?). With a preface to part ii by J. C. Hotten, 
British Museum Catalogue. (In advertising lists 
dated 1872 in Hotten’s edition of The Professor. 
It is probably a combination of the Hotten pub¬ 
lications Eye-Openers, by Mark Twain, and Wit 
and Humour, by Holmes, 1867.)] 

The Popular Tales of Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Author ‘The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table,* 
‘The Professor at the Breakfast Table,* ‘The Poet 
at the Breakfast Table,’ &c,, &c. ‘A more touch¬ 
ing story than “Elsie Venner,” probably has never 
been written in modern times.*—Ball Glasgow: 
Thomas D. Morison London Simpkins, Mar¬ 
shall, Hamilton, Kent & Co 
Leaf: 7I x 5^ inches, trimmed. Collation: 440 
pages. Contains Elsie Venner and The Guardian An¬ 
gel. Binding: Green cloth, ornamented spine let¬ 
tered: I The I Popular | Tales | of | Oliver Wendell | 
Holmes | . James Ball’s biography of Holmes was 
printed in 1878; it seems unlikely that the publisher 
of this volume would use a quotation from Ball very 
long after the publication of his book. 

[Trust in God; Poems (Holmes and Bryant). Il¬ 
lustrated by Charles G. Noakes and Alice Reeve. 
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London, Hildesheimer & Faulkner. i8“°. Price 
'/9 sewed. Publishers' Circular, Mar. i, 1888, Tlie 
firm of Hildesheimer and Faulkner published art 
gift books.] 

[The Witty and Wise Birthday Book. Selections 
from the Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes, by A. 
L. Macdonald. London: Andrew Melrose. 1904. 
Publishers Circular, July 16, 1904.] 


A Golden Week with Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Hodder & Stoughton 

Leaf: 5I inches. Twenty-page booklet of selections 
in verse and prose, with decorated title-page and 
cover, each page with a decorative vignette. On the 
last page: Printed in the City of London at the Edin¬ 
burgh Press. The Holmes copy has laid in a memoran¬ 
dum slip: To the Hon Mr Justice Holmes with Sir 
Frank Crisps compts 22 Dec*" 191 r. 
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Appendix lo 


I N the following list, books and articles of 
known authorship are listed alphabetically by 
author; the works of individual authors are listed 
chronologically. An alphabetical list of magazines 
and newspapers containing unsigned articles fol¬ 
lows. At the end is a list of poems to Holmes and 
parodies. The list includes biographical, biblio¬ 
graphical, and critical material; it does not pre¬ 
tend to be selective except insofar as some ob¬ 
viously worthless items have been excluded. An¬ 
thologies having only brief biographical and bib¬ 
liographical notes are not listed. 

The editor has added a number of items to Mr. 
Currier’s original list but has not attempted to 
track down all the contemporary notices of 
Holmes’s books. For such controversial medical 
works as Homoeopathy and Its Kindred Delu- 
sions, The Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever, and 
Currents and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence, a representative selection of contemporary 
criticism (and abuse) is offered. There is also a 
representative selection from the attacks of the 
religious press upon the theological notions in 
The Autocrat, The Professor, and Elsie Venner. 
In the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library of Phillips 
Academy, Andover, is a scrapbook collection of 
clippings about Holmes, largely riotices and re¬ 
views of his books and lectures; it includes a par¬ 
ticularly large selection of indignant reviews of 
Elsie Venner, The scrapbook was compiled by 
Harlan H. Ballard (1870-1908), but the compila¬ 
tion was probably begun by Holmes and was cer¬ 
tainly assisted by him, for it contains manuscripts 
and manuscript notations by him.* All clippings 
that have been identified and dated are listed in 
this appendix. 

Books and articles that contain first printings 
of Holmes material as well as biographical data 


are listed briefly here with cross references to the 
section or appendix where fuller information is 
given; these entries are starred. Page references 
are not given for any book that contains many ref¬ 
erences to Holmes and has an adequate index. 

The following abbreviations are used: 


AfMS 

AL 

AM 

BDA 

BET 

BMf 

BML 

BMSJ 

CEX 

GLB 

HAB 

HCL 

JAMA 

LW 

LIV(NY) 

MHS 

MR 

NAR 

NEJM 

NEQ 

NYMJ 

PA 

SRL 


The American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences 

American Literature 
The Atlantic Monthly 
Boston Daily Advertiser 
Boston Evening Transcript 
The British Medical Journal 
Boston Medical Library 
The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal 

The Christian Examiner 
Godey’s Lady’s Book 
Harvard Alumni Bulletin 
Harvard College Library 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association 

The Literary World, Boston 
The Literary World, New York 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society 
Medical Record 
The North American Review 
The New England Journal of Medicine 
The New England Quarterly 
New York Medical Journal 
Phillips Academy, Andover 
The Saturday Review of Literature 


• The major repositories of manuscript material re¬ 
lating to Holmes are the Harvard library, the Library 
of Congress, the Massachusetts Historical Soc^ty, 
the Boston Medical Library, the library of the Har¬ 
vard Medical School, the Harvard Law Library, tnc 
Harvard archives, and the Henry E. Huntington Li¬ 
brary. 
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Abbot, S. L. “A Reminiscence of Dr. Holmes.** 

BMSJ, Mar. 14, 1895, cxxxii, 267, Re¬ 
printed in NYM], Mar. 23, 1895, lxi, 
384. 

Ackerknecht, Erwin. See Part I, page 29, 

Adams, E. G., Major. “Personal Reminiscences 

of Holmes.” Dover (N.H.j Republi¬ 
can, Dec. 28, 1894. (BML scrapbook, 
p.410.*) 

Adams, Henry. Henry Adams and His Friends. 

Ed. by Harold Dean Cater. Boston. 
1947. P. 135. 

Adams, Marion H. Letters of Mrs. Henry 

Adams. Ed, by Ward Thoron. Bos¬ 
ton. 1936. Pp, 143, 150, 324, 421. 
Adams, Oscar Fay. “Oliver Wendell Holmes.” 

The Monthly Packet of Evening 
Readings for Members of the Eng¬ 
lish Church, July 1893. lxxxvi (n.s. 
vi), 25-39. 

Adkins, Nelson F. “The Chambered Nautilus; 

Its Scientific and Poetic Back¬ 
grounds.” Ah, Jan. 1938, IX, 458-65. 
Alcott, Bronson. The Journals of Bronson Alcott. 

Ed. by Odell Shepard. Boston. 1938. 

Pp-305. 310* 365. 476, 534 - 

Alcott, Louisa May. Life, Letters and Journals. 

Ed. by Ednah Cheney. Boston. 1925. 
See index. 

Alexander, Rose. “Oliver Wendell Holmes— 

Psychiatrist.** MR, Oct. 4, 1939, cl, 
247-48. 

Allen, Alexander. Life and Letters of Phillips 

Broods. 2 vols. New York. 1900. ii, 

686 . 

Allen, Gay Wilson. American Prosody. New 

York. 1935. Pp. 195-216. 

Allibone, S. A. A Critical Dictionary of English 

Literature, and British and Amencan 

One of the proprietors of Luce’s Press Clipping 
ureau (Boston and New York) was an admirer of 
olmcs and at the time of Holmes’s death collected 
an enormous quantity of clippings from American 
and Canadian newspapers. This collection, in two 
scrapbooks, was given to the Boston Medical Library. 


Authors. Philadelphia. 1858. i, 868-70. 
See also Supplement, 1891. 

Anderson, Charles. “Two Letters from Lanier 

to Holmes.” AL, Jan. 1947, xviii, 
321-26. 

Andrews, M. L. “Oliver Wendell Holmes—Doc¬ 
tor and Gentleman.’* The Nation, 
Nov. II, 1909, Lxxxix, 456-57. 

Angell, George T. “Oliver Wendell Holmes.” 

Our Dumb Animals, Nov. 1894, 
xxvii, 67. 

Applegate, William A. “Oliver Wendell 

Holmes.” Chattanooga Times, Oct. 
9, 1894. (BML scrapbook, p. 173.) 

Appleton, Thomas G. Life and Letters. Ed. by 

Susan Hale. New York. 1885. 

Arms, George W. “Holmes* ‘The Chambered 

Nautilus.*” The Explicator, May 
1946, IV, 51. 

-. “ ‘To fix the image all unveiled and 

warm.* ” NEQ, Dec. 1946, xix, 534- 
37; also as offprint. 

♦Arnold, Howard Payson. Memoir of Jonathan 

Mason Warren. 1886. 7»4y8. 

♦Arnold, William Harris. First editions of (8 

authorsj. 1901. 7,5^5. 

*-. Booths and Letters. 1901. 7, 555. 

♦Bacon, Edwin M. Literary Pilgrimages in New 

England. 1902. y, ^8^. 

♦Bagg, Ernest Newton. “Memorabilia of Dr. 

Holmes.*’ 6, 555. Dec. 6. 

Bail, Hamilton Vaughan. “Harvard*s Bicenten¬ 
nial.” HAB, May 15, 1936, xxxviii, 
1001. 

. Harvard’s Commemoration Day.” 
NEO, June 1942, xv, 276-77, 

Bailey, Elmer James. Religious Thought in the 

Greater American Poets. Boston, Chi¬ 
cago, 1922. Pp. 137-57. 

-. See Stanton, Theodore. 

Baker, Ernest A. A Descriptive Guide to the 

Best Fiction, British and American. 
London and New York. 1903. Pp 
259-60. 
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Baker, Franklin. [Introduction to The Auto¬ 
crat.^ See Part I, page 84. 

Baker, Lawrence Wills. “Dentistry and Society.” 

HAB, Nov. 9, 1934, XXXVII, 191-95. 
Also as reprint. (Portrait.) 

Baker, S. G. [Review of The Contagiousness of 

Puerperal Fever.^ Maryland Medical 
and Surgical Journal, Mar. 1843, iii, 
314-42. Signed: B. 

Baldensperger, Fernand. “£tudiants americains 

en France. I. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes.” Bulletin de la Maison fran- 
qaise de Columbia University, prem¬ 
iere annee, mai-juin 1918, 17-20. 

Ball, James. Oliver Wendell Holmes and His 

Wor\s, Being a Brief Biography and 
Critical Review. London: Elliot Stock. 
1878. The first book about Holmes; 
the copy presented to him by the au¬ 
thor is in the Library of Congress, 
dated Jan. 24,1878, A letter to Holmes 
from Ball, Feb. 20, 1877, is in the 
Harvard Holmes collection. 

Ballantine, W. G, “Oliver Wendell Holmes as a 

Poet and as a Man.” NAR, Aug, 
1909, cxc, 178-93. 

Ballard, James F., ed. A Dissertation on Acute 

Pericarditis. 1937. See Part I, page 262. 

Bancroft, George. “Holmes’s Life of Emerson” 

[Review]. NAR, Feb. 1885, cxl, 129- 

43 - 

-. Life and Letters. Ed. by M. A. De- 

Wolfe Howe. Boston. 1908. See index. 

Banks, Louis Albert. [Tribute.] Brooklyn Citi¬ 
zen, Oct. 15, 1894. (BML scrapbook, 
p. 307.) 

Bardeen, C. R. “Holmes.” A Cyclopedia of 

American Medical Biography. Ed. by 
Howard A. Kelly. Philadelphia. 1912. 

I, 419-23. See also 3d edition, 1928, 
ed. by Kelly and Burrage, Walter L. 

•Barker, Creighton. “Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Visits Yale.” 6 , 539. Apr. 2. 

Barker, Fordyce. The Puerperal Diseases. New 

York. 1874. Pp. 462-63. 


■-. “A Toast from Dr. Fordyce Barker 

to Drs. Holmes and Bigelow,” BMS], 
Jan. 10,1883, cviii, 45-46. 

-. “The Influence of Maternal Impres¬ 
sions on the Fetus.” Transactions of 
the American Gynecological Society, 
XI, For the Year 1886, 1887, 152-75. 
Also as offprint. 

Barrows, Isabel C. “Dr. Holmes and the Robin.” 

The Outlook, *^ct. 27,1894, 663-64. 

Bartholomew, R. A. “Oliver Wendell Holmes.” 

The Emory Medical Review, Jan, 

1925, III, 32-42. 

Bartol, C. A, “Dr. Holmes.” BET, Nov. 2, 1894. 

(BML scrapbook, p. 369.) Reprinted 
in part in The Critic, Nov. 10, 1894, 
XXV (n.s. xxii), 314. 

Baruch, Simon. “Einige amerikanischen Bcit- 

rage zur Entwicklung der modernen 
Therapie.” Janus, Oct. 15, 1902, vii, 
509-17; Jan. 15,1903, VIII, 7-13. Trans¬ 
lation in The Therapeutic Gazette 
(Detroit), Feb. 15, 1903, xxvii (3d 
ser. xix), 81-90. 

-. “Zur Prioritatsfrage Holmes—Sem- 

melweis.” Janus, Dec. 15, 1903, viii, 
621-23. Translation in The Therapeu¬ 
tic Gazette, Dec. 15, 1903, xxvii (3d 
ser. xix), 802-3. 

-. “Ein letztes Wort zur Prioritatsfrage 

Holmes Semmelweis.” Janus, May 
1904, IX, 212-13. 

-•. “The Medical Discovery of Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” Feb. 10,1906, 
Lxix, 228-29. Also as offprint. 

-. “Holmes and Semmelweis.” MR- 

Feb. 4,1911, Lxxix, 214-15. 

Bates, Katherine Lee. American Literature. New 

York and London. 1898 (copyright 

1897). Pp. 154-591 227-32. 

Baxter, Sylvester. “Reminiscent of Dr. Holmes 

[and the Paddock elmsj. Time and 
the Hour, Sept, ii, 1897, vi, 5-6. 

Becker, May Lamberton. Golden Tales of New 

England. New York, 1931. Pp- 203-5 
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(the selection, p. 206, is from Elsie 
Venner). 

Beers, Henry A. An Outline S\etch of American 

Literature. New York. 1887. Pp. 172- 
81. Reissued as Initial Studies in 
American Letters, New York, 1895, 
pp. 136-43. See also index. 

Bellows, Albert Jones. ”Currents and Counter- 

Currents in Medical Science.” Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, M.D., Reviewed in 
an Address Delivered Before the Bos¬ 
ton Academy of Homceopathic Medi¬ 
cine. Boston. Printed by the Unani¬ 
mous Vote of the Association, i860. 

Bellows, John. [Bellows wrote a newspaper ar¬ 
ticle (Gloucestershire) on Holmes in 
which he quoted a letter by Holmes; 
he also issued the article from his 
own press in pamphlet form. No copy 
located.j 

. John Bellows, Letters and Memoir. 

1904. 7,5^6. 

Benjamin, Park. [Review of The Boston Boo\, 

1836.] The New-England Magazine, 
Oct. 1835, V, 305-6. 

Berkshire Athenaeum. [Manuscript catalogue of 

books from Holmes’s library now in 
the Athenaeum.] 

Beruti, Josue A. Vida y obra de Oliver Wendell 

Holmes, un gran medico y un gran 
literato; en el centenario de un mem- 
orabile acontecimento cienttfico. Bue¬ 
nos Aires. 1944. 

Bestor, Arthur E. “Concord Summons the 

Poets,” 6,54,^. Dec. 19. 

Bick, Edgar M. “A Note on the Medical Works 

of Oliver Wendell Holmes.” Annals 
of Medical History, Sept. 1932, n.s. 

IV, 487-90. 

Biddle, Francis. Mr. Justice Holmes. New York. 

1942. 

Bidwell, W. H. “Oliver Wendell Holmes.” The 

Eclectic Magazine of Foreign Litera¬ 
ture, Saence, and Art, May 1873, lxxx 
(n.s. xvii), 632 (a note to accompany 

[ 611 


portrait engraved for The Eclectic by 
George E. Perine). 

Bigelow, Henry Jacob. Surgical Anaesthesia and 

Other Papers. Boston. 1900. Pp. 14, 
187, 203. 

Bigelow, W. S. See Shatluck, F. C. 

*Birrell, Augustine. Frederick^ Locker-Lampson. 

1920. y, ^88. 

Bishop, Eliot. “Oliver Wendell Holmes.” The 

Brooklyn Hospital Journal, July 1940, 
n, 172-80 (Portrait). 

Blair, Louis E. “Literary Gems from the Medi¬ 
cal Essays of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes.” MR, Mar. 10, 1906, lxix, 

375 - 79 - 

Blakeney, E. H. (“Notes” to The Autocrat.^ 9, 

599 - 

Blanck, Jacob. See Johnson, Merle. 

*Bok, Edward. “Breakfast with ‘The Autocrat’ 

at His Own Table.” 1905. 6, 549. 
N.d. Reprinted 1920. 

*-■ The Americanization of Edward Bok. 

1920. y, 588. 

Bolton, Sarah K. Famous American Authors. 

New York. 1887. Pp. 135-55. 

Booth, R. A. Mark Twain’s Comments on 

Holmes’s Autocrat,” AL, Jan. 1950, 

XXI, 456-63. 

Boston Medical Library. [Manuscript catalogue 

of Holmes’s medical library.] 

Boston Society for Medical Improvement. Ex¬ 
tracts from the Records of. . . Vols. 
I-VIII, Boston. 1854-83. (The ex¬ 
tracts were originally printed in 
AJMS and BMSJ by the successive 
secretaries of the Society. The manu¬ 
script records, 17 vols., are in BML.) 
Bowditch, Henry I. Analysis of a Correspond¬ 
ence on Some of the Causes or Ante¬ 
cedents of Consumption. Boston. 
1872. Pp. 22, 28, 39, 42. 

. “Did Mr. Emerson Sympathize with 
the Abolitionists.?” The Index, Nov. 

19, 1885, XVII (n.s. vi), 248-49. 

] 
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Bowditch, Nathaniel 1 . A History of the Mass- 

chusetts General Hospital. Boston, 
1851. 

Bowditch, Vincent Y, Life and Correspondence 

of Henry Ingersoll Bowditch. Boston. 
1902. 

Bowen, Catherine Drinker. Yanl(ee from Olym¬ 
pus: Justice Holmes and His Family. 
Boston. 1944. 

Bowen, Edwin W. Makers of American Litera¬ 
ture. New York and Washington. 

1908. Pp. 266-92. 

Bowen, Francis. “Urania” [Review]. NAR, Jan. 

1847, Lxiv, 208-16. 

-. “Poems; by Oliver Wendell Holmes'* 

[Reviewj. NAR, Jan. 1849, lxviii, 
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American Medical Gazette, Nov. 1855, vi, 511- 

13. ‘‘Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes on 
Specialties” [largely quotation]. 

, July i860, XI, 546. “Dr. Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes” [Notice of Currents and 
Counter-Currents reporting that 
Holmes has “published a card prom¬ 
ising to print his speech”; no such 
card has turned up.] 

, Sept, i860, XI, 700. [Notice of Cur¬ 
rents and Counter-Currents.] 


-, Oct. i860, XI, 756-61. [Reprint of “Dr. 

Holmes vs. the Medical Profession,” 
see The Maryland and Virginia Med¬ 
ical Journal.] 

-, Dec. i860, XI, 934-35. ‘‘Dr. Holmes 

and His Critics.” 940. “The Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal.” 

The American Monthly Magazine, Mar. 1836, 

n.s. I, 305-9. “The Laurel: a Gift for 
All Seasons” [Review]. 

-, Jan. 1837, n.s. iii, 73-78. [Review of 

Poems.] 

-, Nov. 1837, n.s. IV, 486-88. [Review of 

The Token.] 

American Notes & Queries, Apr. 1941, i, 8. 

The American Publishers' Circular and Literary 

Gazette, June i, 1863,8'"° ser. i, 136-37, 
“The Authors at Home—Holmes.” 

The Angier Idea, Sept. 1931, xxxiii, 3-13. “When 

Oliver Wendell Holmes Practiced 
Medicine in Boston.” (Illustrations.) 

Appletons’ Journal, Oct. 31, 1874, xix, 545-47. 

“Oliver Wendell Holmes.” (Por¬ 
trait.) 

-, Nov. 21, 1874, xii, 667-68. [Review of 

Songs of Many Seasons.] 

-Mar. 1879, n.s. vi, 286-87. [Review of 

Holmes’s Motley.] 

The Athenceum (London), July 31, 1852, pp. 

815-16, [Review of Poetical Wor^s, 
1852.] Reprinted in LittelVs Living 
Age, Nov. 27, 1852, XXXV, 410-12. 

-, Jan. 15, 1859, pp. 75-77. [Review of 

The Autocrat.] 

-, June 30, i860, pp. 881-83. [Review of 

The Professor.] 

-, Apr. 27, 1861, pp. 559-60. [Review of 

Elsie Venner, in “New Novels.”] 

-, Mar. 8, 1862, pp. 326-27. [Review of 

Songs in Many Keys.] 

-, Nov. 2, 1872, p. 555. “The Poet of 

[sic] the Breakfast Table” [RevieW], 

-, June 23, 1888, pp. 787-88, “Before the 

Curfew and Other Poems, Chiefly 
Occasional” [Review]. 
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-, Oct. 13, 1894, pp. 492-93. “Dr. Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

The Atlantic Monthly, Feb. 1880, xlv, Supple¬ 
ment, “The Holmes Breakfast.” Con¬ 
tains the following: Remarks by H. 

O. Houghton, W. D. Howells (toast¬ 
master), Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, C. 

D. Warner, C. W. Eliot, S. L. Clem¬ 
ens, J. W. Harper, T. B. Aldrich, C. 

P. Cranch, T W. Higginson; poems 
by J. G. Whittier, Mrs. Howe, Mrs. 
Jackson (“H. H.”), E. C. Stedman, 
William Winter, J. T, Trowbridge, 
C. P. Cranch, J. T. Fields; letters 
from President Hayes, John Holmes, 
G. W. Curtis, George Bancroft, Re¬ 
becca Harding Davis, Carl Schurz, 

E. P. Whipple, Noah Porter, George 
Ripley, Henry Watterson, G. H. 
Boker, Frances Hodgson Burnett, L. 
Maria Child, Mary A. Dodge, Parke 
Godwin, D. G. Mitchell, J. J. Piatt, 
R. G. White, D. C. Gilman, J. W. 
DeForest, Fredk. Douglass, J. G. 
Holland, G. W. Childs, John Hay, 
W. W. Story, and “Mr. Fields’s Fairy 
Tale”; also Holmes’s poem “The 
Iron Gate,” and a “Reminiscence” of 
the founding of The Atlantic, which 
included a tribute to James Russell 
Lowell. 

- , Diamond Jubilee Issue, Nov, 1932, 

CL, 53-54. 

Ballous Pictorial Drawing-Room Companion, 

Sept. 8, 1855, IX, 149. “Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes, the Poet.” (Illustra¬ 
tions.) 

-June 20, 1857, XII, 385. (Woodcut of 

race on the Charles.) 

Berkshire County Eagle, Aug. 17, 1855. 

Beverly Times, Oct, 29,1894. “Dr. Holmes’s Old 

Neighbors Meet at Beverly Farms and 
Pay Tribute to His Memory,” (BML 
scrapbook, p. 362.) 

Blac}{wood*s Edinburgh Magazine, May 1851, 


Lxix, 502-3. “Some American Poets” 
[Review of Poems, 1849], Reprinted 
in The Eclectic Magazine, June 1851, 
xxiii, 202-18. 

-, Aug. 1892, cm, 194-207. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

The Boofi Buyer, June 1888, n.s. v, 174-75. 

Holmes in His Library.” 

-, Apr. 1894, n.s. XI, 129. “The Rambler” 

[Interview]. 

The Boo\lovers Magazine, June 1903, i, 580-81. 

“From a Bunch of Private Letters.” 
[Caricatures.] 

The Boo\man, Sept. 1892, ii, 171-73. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” Signed; G.Y. 
Boo\ News, Oct. 1894, xiii, 70-71. “Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes.” [Reprinted from the 
New Yor\ 5 «n.] 

-, June 1896, XIV, 477-78. [Review of 

Morse’s Life, from The New Yor]{ 
Times.] 

Boston Daily Advertiser, May 20, 1865. “Elsie 

Venner” [Review of the playj. 

-, Oct. 24, 1874. “A New Volume by 

Dr. Holmes” [Notice, of Songs of 
Many Seasons -]. 

-, May 28, 1879. “Thomas Moore. The 

One-Hundredth Anniversary of His 
Death.” See Part II, Moore, page 351. 

-, Aug. 29, 1879. “Oliver Wendell 

Holmes” [Editorial], 

-, Dec. 4, 1879. “The Holmes Break¬ 
fast.” [See the list under The Atlantic 
Monthly, above.] Also editorial. 
-Sept. 19, 1881. [Notice of new edi¬ 
tion of Poems.] 

- , Apr. 13, 1883. “Honors to Dr. 

Holmes. The Dinner by New York 

Physicians” Also editorial. 

-, Dec. 27, 1884. “New Publications. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson.” [Notice.] 
-, Aug. 31, 1885. “The Birthday of Dr. 

Holmes,” 

-Nov. 23, 1885. “The Last Leaf” (Re- 

vieW], 
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Mar. 4, 1886. “A Literary and Social 
Event. Readings by Dr. Holmes and 
Professor Lowell in Aid of Charity” 
(Perkins Institution]. Reprinted in 
part in The Critic, Mar. 20, 1886, vin 
(n.s. v), 149. 

Aug. 30, 1886. “The Autocrat. Dr. 
Holmes Comes Home on His 77th 
Birthday.” 

Aug. 31, 1886. “At Home Again. Dr. 
Holmes’s Safe Return from Abroad” 
(Interview). 

Apr. 24, 1888. “Dr. Holmes’s Latest 
Volume” (Review of Before the Cur- 
feW]. 

Aug. 29, 1889. “Dr. Holmes’s Eight¬ 
ieth Birthday.” Contains a brief no¬ 
tice and an editorial; also poems by 
Whittier (Climbing the path), E. C. 
Stedman (“Ergo Iris”), Stephen 
Henry Thayer (Once thou didst sing 
of "Silent Melody”), and Marion A. 
Thayer Farley (Crowned); also let¬ 
ters from G. W. Curtis, C. D. Warner, 
Rev. E. E. Hale; also from the fol¬ 
lowing survivors of the class of 1829, 
Rev. Samuel May, M. P. Stickney, 
J. J. Taylor, William Gray, Edwin 
Conant, S. A. Devens, and Rev. S. F. 
Smith; also a 5-column article by 
Frank B. Sanborn (“Holmes the Bos¬ 
tonian”), and an unsigned contribu¬ 
tion, “Dr. Holmes as a Physician.” 
Aug. 30, 1889. “A Poet’s Natal Day.” 
Aug. 29, 1890. “Our Own Autocrat” 
(includes interview). Reprinted in 
The Critic, Sept. 20, 1890, xvii (n.s. 
XIV, 147-48. 

31* 1891. “Dr. Holmes’s Birth¬ 
day.” 

Aug. 29, 1892. “ ‘Reminiscences’ Will 
Be Dr. Holmes* Last Literary Work” 
(Interview). Reprinted in issue of 
Oct. 8, 1894. 

) Aug. 30, 1892. “Gifts to Dr. Holmes.” 


-, Aug. 29, 1893. “Dr. Holmes Is 84” 

(Interview). 

-, Aug. 30, 1893. “At Beverly Farms” 

(Interview in part). 

-, Aug. 29, 1894. **Dr. Holmes at 85” 

(Interview). Reprinted in issue of 
Oct. 8, 1894. 

-, Oct. 8, 1894. "Dr. Holmes Is Dead.” 

Reprints as noted above. Also edi¬ 
torial. 

-, Oct. 9, 1894. “The ‘Autocrat.’” 6, 

555, Sept. 4. Has comments from the 
following: Rev. S. F. Smith, C. E. 
Norton, John Lowell, Hon. J. D. 
Long, R. H. Dana, T. W. Higgin- 
son, G. B. Shattuck, Arlo Bates, J. J. 
Roche, President Warren of Boston 
University, Mrs. Henry M. Upham, 
Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz, Mrs. J. W. 
Norcross, and a poem “Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes,” by Henry O’Meara. 

-, Oct. 10, 1894. Includes comments 

from Gen. F. A. Walker, Walter 
Besant, and Edmund Gosse. 

-, Oct. i2, 1894. “Senator Hoar’s Word” 

(Letter to the editor). 

-, Oct. 15, 1894. “The Dead Poet. Oliver 

Wendell Holmes and His Works 
Discussed by Some of Our Eloquent 
Pastors” (M. J. Savage, L. B. Mc¬ 
Donald, Robert Collyer, and Dr. 
MacArthur). 

Boston Atlas. July 30, 1839. “Correspondence of 

the Atlas, Hanover, N. H. July 24, 
1839.” 

-, Nov. 25, 1848. (Review of Poems, 

signed: “G.”) 

Boston Courier, Mar. 4, i860. “ ‘The Professor’s’ 

Opinion of the Bible and Clergy” 
(Letter to the editor, signed: Levi). 

Boston Globe, Feb. 24, 1893. “Autocrat’s Sway.” 

-, Oct. 8,1894 (Evening edition). [Trib¬ 
utes from Dr. Warren and Chief 
Justice Field.) 
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-, Oct. 9, 1894. [Tribute from Francis 

A. Walker and illustrations.] 

-, Oct. II, 1894. [Illustration.] 

-, Oct. 15, 1894. [Tributes from min¬ 
isters: L. B. Macdonald, C. G. Ames, 
C. L. Goodell, L. A. Banks, M. J. 
Savage, and Robert Collyer.] 

-, Oct. 22,1894 (Evening edition). “An 

Hour with Holmes.” (BML scrap- 
book, p. 345.) 

-, (Sunday), Aug. 29, 1909. 

Boston Herald, Oct. 8, 1894. [Tributes from C. 

W. Eliot, C. E. Norton, and H. O. 
Houghton.] Same, evening edition. 
[Interview of Aug. 29; interviews 
with R. H. Dana, Robert Grant, S. F. 
Smith.] 

-, Oct. 9, 1894. [Tribute from David 

Christie Murray.] Also “A Monu¬ 
ment to His Memory—Boston Dis¬ 
pensary” [reprinting letter, Oct. 1837; 
see Part III, page 432, Boston Dis¬ 
pensary]. Also editorial. 

-, Oct. II, 1894. [Illustration.] 

-, Oct. 15, 1894. [Tributes from minis¬ 
ters: Savage, Ames, MacDonald, Coll¬ 
yer, Goodell, W. Calley, S. E. Herrick 
and James DeNormandie.] 

-, Oct. 10, 1894. [Dr. Thomas Dwight 

to the Harvard Medical Students, 
also reprints letter of May ii, 1884.] 
Clippings of all the above items from 
the Herald are in the BML scrapbook, 
pp. 13,32,135,210,302. 

Boston Journal, Dec. 27, 1855. “Dr. Holmes on 

Slavery and the Maine Law.” 

- (Sunday), Nov. 5, 1893. “Social 

Leaders. Ladies Whose ‘Salons* Arc 
Notable*’ [Signed; Allertonj. (Illus¬ 
tration, “Afternoon Tea at Mrs. Julia 
Ward Howe’s,”) 

-, Oct. 8, 1894. (Includes tributes and 

reminiscences of C. W. Eliot, C. E. 
Norton, H. O. Houghton, Curtis 
Guild, Rev. C. G. Ames, Azariah 


Smith, W. F. Warren, S. F. Smith; 
also Journal reporter’s recollections of 
furor over misprint; also editorial.] 

-, Oct. II, 1894. “Boston’s Tribute.” 

(Illustration.) 

- (Sunday), Oct. 14, 1894. “A Journal 

Reporter’s Last Interview with Dr. 
Holmes.” [Also tributes from S. F. 
Smith and E, E, Hale.] 

-, Oct. 15, 1894. [Tributes from minis¬ 
ters: S. E. Herrick, C. G. Ames, W. 
Calley, M. J. Savage, L. B. MacDon¬ 
ald, J. B. Brady, R. Collyer.] 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,* Nov. 

23, 1836, XV, 257. [Review of the Li- 
brary oj Practical Medicine.^ 

-, Jan. 31, 1838, xvir, 417-18. [Review 

of Boylston Prize Dissertations.] Sec 
also Aug. 23, 1837, 401. 

-, Oct. 9, 1839, XXI, 147-48. [Review of 

Marshall Hall.] See also Mar. ii, 

1840, XXII, 84. 

-, Apr. 27, 1842, XXVI, 191. “Homoeo¬ 
pathy and its kindred Delusions” [Re¬ 
view]. See also Aug. 3, 1842, 417-18; 
Aug. 24, Sept. 7, 1842, XXVII, 56-57, 
86-87. 

-, Mar. 6, 1844, xxx, 105. [Notice of 

Position and Prospects.] Quoted in 
subsequent issues. 

-, Dec. 8, 1847, XXXVII, 384. “Dr. 

Holmes’s Introductory Lecture” [No¬ 
tice.] See also Nov. 10, 1847, 307. 

-, May 10, 1848, xxxvni, 310. [Review 

of Report on Medical Literature.] Sec 
also Dec. 20, 1848, xxxix, 427. 

-, Feb. 8, 1855, HI, 25-27; Mar. 8, 1855, 

95-101. (Two reviews of Puerperal 
Fever as a Private Pestilence.] Sec also 

• The references to Holmes are so numerous that 
a full entry for each is scarcely practical. Scattered 
through this book arc many references to this period¬ 
ical; sec index. At the end of the list above is a note, 
volume and page only, of references to Holmes that 
might not be recognized. 
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Mar. 25, 146-47; Feb. 28, 1856, liv, 
81; Jan. 15,1857, Lv, 490. 

July 19, i860, Lxii, 511-12. [Review of 
Currents and Counter-Currents.-^ 
Nov. 14, 1861, Lxv, 318-19. “Dr. 
Holmes’s Introductory Lecture” [Re¬ 
view]. 

Nov. 7, 1867, Lxxvii, 298. [Notice of 
Holmes’s Introductory lecture.] Quot¬ 
ed Jan. 9, 1868, 479-83. 

Feb. 10,1870, Lxxxir, 104-5. “Another 
Phase of Heredity” [Concerning The 
Guardian Angel]. 

Nov. 2, 1882, evil, 426-27. “Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes’s Resignation of the 
Parkman Professorship of Anatomy 
in Harvard.” 

Dec. 7, 1882, evil, 546-47. “Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes’ Farewell Lecture 
at the Harvard Medical School.” 
Aug. 16, 1883, cix, 158. “Medical Es¬ 
says. By O.W. Holmes” [Reviewj. 
Feb. 7, 1889, exx, 140-44. “Proceed¬ 
ings at a Reception given to Dr. 
Oliver Holmes, President of the As¬ 
sociation from 1875-1888, by the Bos¬ 
ton Medical Library Association, Jan¬ 
uary 29th, when his Medical Library 
was formally presented to the As¬ 
sociation and Accepted.” Contains re¬ 
marks by Drs. J. R. Chadwick, D. W. 
Cheever, G. B. Shattuck, C. J. Blake, 
and by Justin Winsor. Also letters. 6 , 
542. Sept. 22. 

Oct. II, 1894, cxxxi, 375-76. “Oliver 
Wendell Holmes.” 379-80, “Bibliog¬ 
raphy of Dr. Holmes’s Writings on 
Medical and Scientific Subjects.” 

Oct. 25, 1894, CXXXI, 423-24. “Trib¬ 
utes to Dr. Holmes” (from other 
medical journals]. 

Dec. 13, 1894, CXXXI, 584-90. “Me¬ 
morial Meeting of the Boston Medical 
Library Association.” [Contains let¬ 
ters, Dec. 29, 1882, Jan. i, 1878, Feb. 


II, 1890, and remarks by Drs. Francis 
Minot, J. R. Chadwick, Thomas 
Dwight, C. B. Porter, Henry P. Bow- 
ditch, George B. Shattuck, David W. 
Cheever, C. M. Green, W. S. Bigelow, 
and C. J. Blake.] See Part I, page 212. 

, Nov. 16, 1905, cLiii, 565-66. “Oliver 
Wendell Holmes and the Contagious¬ 
ness of Puerperal Fever.” 

, XX, 324 [Advertisement for Dart¬ 
mouth Medical School, probably by 
Holmes]. xxviii [see page 302, Ex¬ 
tracts from a Medical Poem], xxxvi, 
84 [see page 366, On Lending a Punch 
Bowl]. Lii, 188 [Concerning new 
Anatomy Act, see page 450, Harvard 
Medical School, 1847-83]. liii, 212-13 
[The “professor” quoted sounds very 
much like Holmes; in answer to criti¬ 
cism of the quality of medical-school 
graduates, a professor is quoted as re¬ 
marking: “We can only judge the 
applicant for graduation by the ex¬ 
aminations he passes; he is, as yet un¬ 
fledged, and does not show the feath¬ 
ers under which he will fly; we must 
therefore pass him”], lv, 149 [Report 
of the will of Dr. William Treadwell 
in which Harvard receives a legacy 
under conditions so stated as to imply 
a severe criticism of Holmes, who is, 
of course, not named], lxxiii, 289-302 
[Report of Calvin Ellis’ Introductory 
lecture “Health and Disease,” which 
seems to be indirectly critical of 
Holmes’s essay “The Mechanism of 
Vital Actions”], lxxvi, 272-74 [Edi¬ 
torial on the unfitness of women as 
medical students apropos a recent vote 
on the subject by the Harvard medi¬ 
cal faculty; Holmes was the only 
member of the faculty who was con¬ 
sistently for their admission], lxxxiii, 
277-89 [Report of James Clarke 
White’s Introductory Lecture, indi- 
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rectly critical of Holmes’s “Teaching 
from the Chair and at the Bedside”], 
xcii, 700 [Letter to the editor protest¬ 
ing the acceptance of French or Ger¬ 
man as a substitute for Latin in the 
Harvard Medical School entrance re¬ 
quirements; Holmes was responsible 
for these requirements], cix, 289-92 
[E. W. Whittier credits founders of 
the Tremont Medical School, of 
which Holmes was one, with im¬ 
provements in medical education]. 

Boston Post, April 12,1842. (Review of Homced- 

pathy and Its Kindred Delusions.-^ 

-, Nov, ? 1848. [Review of Potf/wr.] Re-. 

printed in UttelVs Living Age, Jan. 
6, 1849, XX, 46. 

-, Aug, 29, i860. “Dr. Holmes Fighting 

the Druggists” [Review of Currents 
and Counter-CurrentSy 

-, Feb. 24, 1893. [Account of Author’s 

Luncheon, Feb. 23, with two sketches 
by “Norman,”] 

-, Aug. 29, 1894. [Interview, signed: 

F.W.W.] Reprinted Oct. 8, 1894. 

-, Oct. 8,1894. [Biographical sketch and 

editorial, with portrait. Also tributes 
of C. E, Norton, C. Guild, G. A. 
Peck.] 

Boston Quarto Notion, Feb. 19, 1842, p. 315. 

[Notice of lecture on “Medical De¬ 
lusions,” and critical comment on 
other writing; includes quotation 
from early Autocrat papers.] 

The Boston Recorder, May 12, 1859, xuv, 74. 

“The Professor at the Breakfast 
Table” [Attack on, signed: H/Vj. 

-, June 23, 1859, xuv, 98. “A New Pro¬ 
fessor in Old Theology” [Ostensibly 
a defense of Holmes, signed: Cecil], 

-, July 7, 1859, xuv, 103. “Dr. Holmes* 

Creed” [Signed: J.F,S., Enfield, Ct., 
June 10, 1859). 

-, Jan. 19, i860, XLv, 9. “The ‘Profes¬ 


sor at the Breakfast-Table’ ” (Review, 
signed: Ben-Levi]. 

The Boston Review, Nov. 1862, ii, 538-98. 

“Oliver Wendell Holmes. Currents 
and Counter-Currents in Medical Sci¬ 
ence” [Review]. 

Boston Evening Transcript, Sept. 2, 1836. [Re¬ 
port of Harvard Phi Beta Kappa ex¬ 
ercises.] 

-, Apr. 6, 1842. [Review of Homoed- 

pathy and Its Kindred Delusions,\ 

-, Oct. 15, 1846. [Review of Urania.-^ 

-, Nov. 18, 1848. [Review of Poems.] 

-, 1853 [See Appendix 5, Lowell Insti- 

tue Lectures]. 

-, Jan. 21, 1859. “The Professor at the 

Breakfast Table” [Reviewj, 

-, Jan. 14, i860. “A Peep at the ‘Pro¬ 
fessor* ” [Review, signed: LL., prob¬ 
ably Lucy Larcomj. 

-, May 31, i860. [Notice of “Currents 

and Counter-Currents.”] 

-, Feb. 15, 1861. “Holmes’s Romance” 

[Review of Elsie Vennerj. Also no¬ 
ticed, June 3, 1861. 

-, Dec. 18,1861. “Songs in Many Keys” 

[Reviewj. 

-, May 19, 1865. [Notice of the play 

Elsie Venner], 

-, Oct. 8, 1894. [Biographical sketch, 

tributes from C. W. Eliot, C. E. Nor¬ 
ton, and H. O. Houghton; also edi¬ 
torial.] (BML scrapbook, p. 29.) 

-, Oct. 9, 1894. “Dr. Holmes’s Oif- 

Hand Jokes.” (BML scrapbook, p. 

M5*) 

-, Oct. 13, 1894. “Dr. Holmes as Hym- 

nist.” (BML scrapbook, p. 252.) 

-, Sept. 9,1911. “Dr. Thomas Dwight. 

[Includes allusions to Holmes an¬ 
swered by C. W. Eliot, BMS], Sept. 

28, 1911, and by F. C. Shattuck and 
W. S. Bigelow, in letter to the editor 
of the Transcript, Sept. 15, 
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Boston Evening Traveller, 1853. See Appendix 

5, Lowell Institute Lectures. 

Bowdoin Orient, Feb. 27, 1885, xiv. 6, 55/. Jan. 

24. 

The British Medical Journal, Apr. 10, June 12, 

26,1886; pp.707, 1121, 1223. 

-, Oct. 13, 1894, II for 1894, 839. (Obitu¬ 
ary.] 

'-, Oct. 20, 1894. 6, 553. Apr. 7. 

The British Quarterly Review, Oct. i, 1870, lii, 

329-31. “American Humour.” 

Broo\lyn Union, Nov. 7, 1863. “Oliver Wendell 

Holmes” [Editorial comment on 
“The Weaning of Young America,” 
q.v., Appendix 5). (PA scrapbook.) 

Brother Jonathan, Apr. 30, 1842, 11, 17. [Notice 

of Homoeopathy and Its Kindred De¬ 
lusions.] 

Cambridge Chronicle, 1853. See Appendix 5. 

Cambridge Public Library Bulletin, May 1909, 

pp. 93-100. “Reading List on Oliver 
Wendell Holmes.” 

The Cambridge Tribune, Nov. 10, 1894. “Dr. 

Holmes at Home” [Signed: F.W.W.j. 
(BML scrapbook, p. 384.) 

The Catholic World, Sept. 1867, v, 721-37. 

“Rome or Reason” [Includes com¬ 
ment on The Professor at the Break¬ 
fast-Table]. 

- i Apr. 1871, XIII, 139-40. “Mechanism 

in Thought and Morals” [Reviewj, 

, Nov, 1880, XXXII, 282-83, “The Iron 
Gate and Other Poems” [Reviewj. 

The Century Magazine, Mar, 2, 1861, ii, 524. 

“Elsie Venner” [Review]. 

■ , Oct. 1909, Lxxviii (n.s. Lvi), 959. 

“ ‘The Autocrat of the Breakfast 
Table* and His Centennial.’* 

Chambers's Journal, fan. i, 1859, xi, 59-61. “Con¬ 
versation Holmes.*’ 

The Charlestown Medical Journal and Review, 

Nov. i860, XV, 769-86. [Review of 
Currents and Counter-Currents.] 

Chicago Inter-Ocean, Dec. 2, 1892. “Dr. Holmes 

and the World’s Fair” [Reference to 


the expectation that Holmes would 
write an ode, which, of course, he did 
not]. Reprinted in The New Yor\ 
Times, Dec. 4, 1892. 

The Chicago Medical Journal, Nov. i860, xvii 

(n.s. Ill), 673-80. [Review of Currents 
and Counter-Currents, signed: “A.”j 

-, Dec. i860, xvii (n.s. iii), 750. “The 

Gazette and Dr. Holmes.” Signed: 
“A.” 

The Christian Intelligencer, May 26, 1859, xxix, 

191. [Attack on The Professor in col¬ 
umn on current periodicals.] 

-, July 28, 1859, XXX, 17. “Notes from 

the Two Bridges” [Concerning the 
poem “Robinson of Leyden,” signed: 
“J.G.H.,” probably J. G. Holland]. 
The Christian Register, Oct. 18, 1894. “The 

Poet’s Religion” [Editorial]. “Dr. 
Holmes’s Religion” [Extracts from 
Unitarian Festival addresses, facsimile 
of YMCU hymn], 

Christian Union, June 24, 1886, xxxiii, 3. 
Cincinnati Enquirer, Dec. 4, 1880. “Honor to 

Holmes by the Children of the Public 
Schools.” 

Clinical Excerpts, 1945, xix, 131-39. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

Columbian Sentinel, Aug. 1829. [Report of Har¬ 
vard Commencement.] 

Commonwealth, 1853. See Appendix 5, Lowell 

Institute Lectures. 

The Commonwealth, Nov. 29, 1862. [Review of 

Poems.] 

-, Mar. 20, 1863. 

-, Nov. 13, 1863, [Notice of Nov. AM.] 

-, Dec. 4, 1863, [Review of Soundings.] 

-, Feb. 5, 1864. [Notice of Feb. AM.] 

- i July 29, 1864. [Report of Harvard Phi 

Beta Kappa anniversary.] 

-, Nov. 26, 1864. [Notice of lecture, 

“New England’s Master-Key.”j 
, Jan. I, 1865. [Notice of lecture, 
“Poetry of the War.”j 

-, Mar. 4, 1865. [Notice of Mar. AM.] 
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-, Apr. 1,1865. 

-, Dec. 29, 1866. [Notice of Jan. AM.\ 

-, Mar. 23, May 4, 18, 25, July 27, Aug. 

31, Dec. 7, 1867. [Notices of The 
Guardian Angel as it appeared in 

-, Mar. 28,1868. [Notice of class poem.j 

-, July 25, 1868. [Anecdote.] 

-, Aug. I, 18, 1868. [Copyright of The 

Guardian Angel.^ 

The Congregational Review, Apr. 1867, vii, 244- 

53. “The Theological Animus of The 
Atlantic Monthly.” 

-, July 1867, VII, 475-76. “Looking at 

Holme(s).” 

-, Jan. 1868, VII, 86-87. [Review of The 

Guardian Angel.] 

The Congregationalist, Jan. 28, 1859, xi, 14. 

[Concerning lecture, “The Chief End 
of Man.”] 

-, May 20, 1859, XI, 78. [A discussion of 

the current chapter (v), of The Pro¬ 
fessor, signed: 1 . N. T.; followed by 
editorial comment with quotations 
from other papers, signed: D., evi¬ 
dently the editor, Henry M. Dexter.j 

-, June 17, 1859, XI, 93. “The Infidelity 

of Our Literature” [Signed: Carle- 
ton], 

-, Dec. 2, 1859, XI, 190. [Comment on 

the Professor in column on AM.] 

-, Mar, 8,1861, viii, 40. [Review of Elsie 

Venner.] 

The Critic,* Aug. 30, 1884, v (n.s. n), 98-108. 

“Oliver Wendell Holmes.” [Birthday 
number.] Contains tributes to Holmes 
in honor of his seventy-fifth birthday, 
including letters from Matthew Ar¬ 
nold, L. M. Alcott, William F. Allen, 

• Not all the numerous allusions to Holmes in this 
periodical are noted here. Edited by sentimental tuft- 
hunters, the magazine is a good example of the vul¬ 
gar craving for personal details satirized by Henry 
James. Holmes was evidcndy extremely susceptible 
to the brand of flattery served by the Gilders. 


Charles Barnard, C. A. Bartol, 
Hjalmar H. Boyesen, Noah Brooks, 
Phillips Brooks, Francis Brown, John 
Borroughs, James Freeman Clarke, J. 
Esten Cooke, Rose Terry Cooke, 
Christopher P. Cranch, George Wil¬ 
liam Curtis, C. de K, [de Kay, poem], 
Austin Dobson, Mary Mapes Dodge, 
R. Ogden Doremus, Julia C. R. Dorr 
[poem], Samuel Adams Drake, Ed¬ 
ward Eggleston, George P. Fisher [in¬ 
cluding six lines of versC], John Fiske, 
O. B. Frothingham, Horace Howard 
Furness, W. H. Furness, Sydney 
Howard Gay, R. W. Gilder [poem], 
Edmund Gosse [poemj, E. E. Hale 
[poem], William A. Hammond, W. 
T. Harris, Bret Harte [poem], John 
R. G. Hassard, Julian Hawthorne, 
John Hay, Paul Hamilton Hayne, 
Frederic H. Hedge, Houghton [Rich¬ 
ard Monckton Milnes, ist Lord 
Houghton, poem], Henry C. Lea, 
Frederick Locker [Six lines of versC], 
Benson J. Lossing, Donald G. Mit¬ 
chell, James Herbert Morse [includ¬ 
ing the beginning of a poem and a 
six-line sentiment in versC], Simon 
Newcomb, F. W. Palfrey, Elizabeth 
Stuart Phelps, Henry C. Potter, Alice 
Wellington Rollins [pocmj, H. W. 
Shaw (‘Josh Billings*), Edmund C. 
Stedman, Frank R. Stockton, H. B. 
Stowe, Edith M. Thomas [pocmj, 
Maurice Thompson, J. T. Trow¬ 
bridge, Moses Coit Tyler, Francis A. 
Walker, George E. Waring, Jr., 
Charles Dudley Warner, Andrew D. 
White, John G. Whittier, Alexander 
Winchell, C. A. Young; also facsim¬ 
ile of Holmes’s letter to Miss Gilder, 
dated May 8th, 1884, and quoting the 
record of his birth, fro;a his fathers 
diary. The following issue of The 
Critic (Sept. 6, 1884, page 109) con- 
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tains Holmes’s reply to the editors of 
The Critic, dated August 31st, 1884, 
and “To My Birthday Correspond¬ 
ents,” dated September 1st, 1884; and 
the issue of Sept. 20 (page 133) has 
Lowell’s “To O.W.H. on His 75th 
Birthday.” 

-, Jan. 16, 1886, viii (n.s. v), 31. (Re¬ 
view of A Mortal Antipathy.-^ 

-, May 15, 1886, VIII (n.s. v), 245. “The 

Lounger.” 

-, May 29, 1886, viii (n.s. v), 272, 273. 

“Dr. Holmes in England” (Extracts 
from English newspapers). 

-, June 26, 1886, VIII (n.s. v), 319. 

-, Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 1886, IX (n.s. vi), 

103, 114. (His return from England.) 

-, Oct. 29, 1887, XI (n.s. viii), 215-16. 

“Dr. Holmes’s ‘Hundred Days in Eu¬ 
rope’ ” [Review]. 

■-, May 5, 1888, XII (n.s. ix), 217-18. “A 

Loving-Cup from and to Dr. Holmes” 
[Review of Before the Cwfewy 

-, Jan. 15, Mar. 23, 1889, xiv (n.s. xi), 

9-10, 148. 

-, Dec. 6,1890, XVII (n.s. xiv), 290. "Dr. 

Holmes’s ‘Over the Teacups’” (Re¬ 
view). 

-, Sept. 5, 1891, XIX (n.s. xvi), 124. 

[Holmes’s 82d birthday.) 

-, Nov. 29, 1891, XIX (n.s. xvi), 296. 

“TTie New Riverside Holmes.” (Re¬ 
view of H^or/^r.) 

-, Oct. 13, 1894, XXV (n.s. xxii), Holmes 

Memorial Number. [Contains “Rem¬ 
iniscences by ‘The Lounger’ ” and by 
E. E. Hale; “Appreciation” by Helen 
Gray Cone, and in C. E. Wingate’s 
“Boston Letter” quotations of trib¬ 
utes printed in Boston papers. Also 
“Biographical Sketch,” p. 242, facsim¬ 
ile of letter of May 8, 1884, an account 
of the funeral, and a portrait.) 

Current Literature, Oct. 1909, xlvii, 399-400. 

“English Tribute to Oliver Wendell 


Holmes” [Discussion of article in 
London TimeS]. 

The Dark^ Blue (London), March 1873, v, 103-4. 

“The Works of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes” [Review). 

The Dartmouth, Oct. 19, 1894, xvi, 52-53. “The 

Listener.” 57. [Resolutions of medical 
students.) 

The Dial, Dec. 1884, v, 216-17. (Review of ///«x- 

trated Poems.] 

-, Nov. 1887, VIII, 153. [Review of Our 

Hundred Days.] 

-, Oct. 16, 1894, XVII, 215-17. (Tribute.) 

Dublin University Magazine, April 1862, lix, 

401-4. “A Batch of Last Year’s 
Novels” (Review of Elsie Venner]. 

-, Sept. 1874, Lxxxiv, 376-82. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes” (Signed: H.S.G.]. 

The Earlhamite. 6. §46. Oct. 7. 

The Eclectic Review, April 1862, n.s. ii, 326-35. 

“Holmes’s Poems” [Review of Songs 
in Many KeyS]. 

The Economist, Jan. 15, 1859, xvii, 61-62. “The 

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table” 
[Review). Reprinted in LittelVs Liv¬ 
ing Age, Mar. 5, 1859, lx, 630-32. 

Edinburgh Medical Journal, Oct. 1920, xxv, 209. 

“The Medical Humorists.” 

The Edinburgh Review, April 1910,00x1,414-34. 

“Oliver Wendell Holmes: A Centen¬ 
ary Study.” 

The Evangelist, June 2, 1859. [Comment on 

Holmes’s Unitarian Society address.) 

Every Saturday, Dec. 7, 1867, iv, 728-30. “The 

Guardian Angel” (Review). 

Examiner (London), Dec. 29, 1859. (Review of 

The Professor.] 

^Exeter News-Letter, Mar. 3, 10, 24, 1856. See 

page 414, Washington. 

Graham’s American Monthly Magazine, May 

1844, xxiv, 240. (Review of Position 
and Prospects.] 

-, Jan. 1846, XXVIII, 48. [Review of 

Poems.] 
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-, Jan. 1849, XXXIV, 82-83. (Review of 

Poems.-i 

The Harbinger, Dec. 30, 1848, viii, 71. [Review 

of Poems,] 

Harpers New Monthly Magazine, Dec. 1880, 

LXii, 15 1 . 

^Harvard Alumni Bulletin. 6, 542. Oct. i. 

-, Apr. 14, 1939, xLi, 763-64. (Review of 

Holmes of the Breakjast-Table, by 
M. A, DeWolfe Howe.] 

Harvard Magazine, Dec. 18, 1861, viii, 151-60. 

[Student review of Songs in Many 
Keys, quoted in Ives, p. 265.] 

-, Oct. 1862, IX, 71. (Student review of 

Blue and Gold edition.] 

Harvardiana, Dec. 1836, iii, 146-54. “Holmes’s 

Poems” [Review]. 

Home Journal, Nov. 18, 1848. [Prepublication of 

“A Song of Other Days,” with an¬ 
nouncement of Poems.] 

-, Dec. 2,1848. [Review of Poems, prob¬ 
ably byN. P. Willis.] 

-, Jan. I, 1849. “Holmes the Poet” [An 

appreciation, offered as a letter from 
the West]. 

The Homiletic Review, Nov. 1894, xxviii, 480-82. 

“The Dead Autocrat.” 

Hygeia, June 1928, vi, 302. “Heroes of American 

Medicine. XIII. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes.” 

Illustrated London News, July 3, 1886, lxxxix, 

5-6. (Portrait.) 

-, Oct. I, 1887, xci, 397. “Dr. Wendell 

Holmes in England” [Review of Our 
Hundred DayS]. 

The Independent, June 2, 1859, xi, 4. “Theolog¬ 
ical Quackery at the Dinner Table.” 

-, Feb. 14, i86i, XIII, 4. “Moral Parri¬ 
cide.” 

-, Feb. 21, 1861, xni, 2. “M.D. Turned 

D.D.” 

-, Feb. 28,1861, XIII, 4. “A Curious Mis¬ 
reading” (A letter to the editor, 
signed: S., probably Calvin E. Stowe; 
with editorial comment.] 


-, Mar. 21, 1861, xin, 3. “Tender Sensi¬ 
bilities” [Letter to the editor], 

-, Mar. 28,1861, xiii, 8. [Review of Elsie 

Venner, in “The Editor’s Table."] 

-, May 6, 1909, lxvi, 988-89. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

-, Sept. 2, 1909, Lxvii, 553-54. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

The Irish Quarterly Review, June 1855, v, 215-20. 

“The Poets of America” [Review of 
Poetical Worh^S]. 

The Johns Hopl^ins Alumni Magazine, xxii, 33- 

36. “The Oliver Wendell Holmes Col¬ 
lection of Dr. Lawrason Brown.” 

Journal of Education, Jan. 3, 1907, lxv, 7. “Why 

Written. VII. Holmes’ ‘The Cham¬ 
bered Nautilus.* ” 

-, May 13, 1909, Lxix, 521. “With the 

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table” 
[School lesson, signed: A.B.Y.]. 

-, June 3, 1909, LXIX, 606. “Holmes 

Questions” (School lessonj. 

The Knickerbocker, Feb. 1836, vii, 219. [Re¬ 
view of The Laurel.] 

-, Dec. 1845, XXVI, 570-73. “Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes in England” [Review of 
Poems, attributed to Lewis Gaylord 
Clark in contemporary Philadelphia 
paper; to Whittier in Poole’s Index; 
Mr. Currier’s note says it is not Whit¬ 
tier’s]. 

-, Dec. 1846, XXVIII, 535-38. (Review of 

Urania.] 

-, Dec. 1848, XXXII, 563. [Review of 

Poems.] 

-•, Nov. 1850, XXXVI, 471-74. [Review of 

Astrcea, in the “Editor’s Table” and 
so probably by Clark.] 

-, Feb. 1851, XXXVII, 142-51. “Astraca: 

Oliver Wendell Holmes. By a New¬ 
comer” [Review, signed: J.G.]. 

-, Feb. i860, Lv, [212]. [Notice of The 

Professor.] 

- , April 1861, LVii, (4411. [Notice of 

Elsie Venner.] 
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-, Jan. 1862, Lix, [94). [Notice of Songs 

in Many Keys.] 

-, Mar. 1863, Lxi, 189-93. *‘Yerse, Poetry 

and O.W.Holmes” [Review of Blue 
and Gold edition). 

The Ladies’ Repository, Jan. 1859, xix, 59. (No¬ 
tice of The Autocrat.] 

-, Aug. 1859, XIX, 507-10. “New York 

Literary Correspondence” [Attack on 
Unitarian Festival address). 

-, June 1861, XXI, 379. (Notice of Elsie 

Venner.] This is a good example of 
the attacks on Holmes: “The poison 
lurking in all the effusions of his pen 
is more fearful than that lurking in 
the veins of Elsie Venner. . . . The 
moral and mental instincts in his soul 
are sadly transfused by some deadly 

• n 

virus. 

-, Jan. 1868, XXVIII, 73-74. [Review of 

The Guardian Angel, described as 
“anti-Christian, semi-infidel litera¬ 
ture.”) 

The Lancet, Oct. 13, 1894, pp. 862-63. [Editor¬ 
ial.) Reprinted in NYMJ, Nov. 3, 
1894, LX, 572-73. 

-—, Oct. 13, 1894, pp, 882-83. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes, M.D” (Obituary). 

Lippincott’s Magazine, Jan. 1885, xxxv, 108-9. 

[Review of Illustrated Poems.] 

---, Dec. 1885, XXXVI, 636. [Review of il¬ 
lustrated Last Leaf.] 

, Jan. 1895, Lv, 107-10. “With the Auto¬ 
crat” [Signed: F.M.B.). 

The Literary Digest, July 12, 1919, lxii, 28-29. 

“When Mark Twain Petrified the 
Brahmins.” 

Oct. 4, 1919, Lxiii, 31. “Belaboring 
the ‘Brahmins’ Again.” 

The Literary Gazette (London), Dec. 25, 1858, 

n.s. I, 823. (Review of The Autocrat.] 
Reprinted in LittelVs Living Age, 
Feb. 5, 1859, LX, 384. 

The Literary World (Boston), Feb. i, 1879, x, 

38. “John Lothrop Motley” [Review]. 


—, Oct. 8, 1881, XII, 343. “Dr. Holmes as 
a Poet” (Review of Blue and Gold 
edition oi Poetical Worl^^S]. 

Nov. 4, 1882, XIII, 374. “Professor 
Holmes No Longer.” 

“, May 5, 1883, XIV, 148. (Notice of 
Medical Essays.] 

-, Sept. 6, 1884, XV, 292. (Notice of 
Critic’s birthday number.) 

-, Nov. 29, 1883, XV, 409. “Dr. Holmes 
Illustrated” (Review of Illustrated 
Poems ]. 

Jan. 24, 1885, XVI, 27. [Notice of 
Holmes’s Emerson.] 

Nov. 28,1885, XVI, 429. “Dr. Holmes’s 
Last Leaf” (Reviewj. 

Jan. 23, 1886, XVII, 23. “Dr. Holmes’s 
New Novel” (Review of A Mortal 
Antipathy]. 

Apr. 3, 1886, XVII, 116. “Holmes and 
Lowell” [Account of public readings). 
-, June 26, 1886, XVII, 216. “Dr. Holmes 
in England.” 

Sept. 4, 1886, XVII, 302. (Note of his 
return from Europe.) 

-, Oct. 15, 1887, XVIII, 348. “Two Doc¬ 
tors Abroad” [Review of Our Hun¬ 
dred DayS]. 

-, Apr. 28,1888, XIX, 131. “Dr. Holmes’s 
Poems” (Review of Before the Cur- 
feW]. 

Jan. 3, 1891, XXII, 3. “Over the Tea¬ 
cups” (Review). 

-, Oct. 10,1891, XXII, 355. “The Riverside 
Edition of Dr. Holmes” (Review). 

-, Dec. 2, 1893, XXIV, 410. “The Auto¬ 
crat of the Breakfast Table” [Review 
of edition illustrated by Pyle). 

, Sept. 8, 1894, XXV, 284. (Account of 
85th birthday.) 

, Oct. 20, 1894, XXV, 350. “Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes.” 

, May 30, 1896, XXVII, 166. “Dr. 

Holmes’s Life and Letters” [Review 
of Morse). 
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The Literary World (New York), Feb. 20,1847, 

I, 56. “Urania. By Oliver Wendell 
Holmes” [Reviewj. 

-, Oct. 28, 1848, III, 772. [Advance no¬ 
tice of Poems in “Boston Correspond¬ 
ence,” signed: C.BE.] 

-, Nov. 25, 1848, III, 850-51. [Review of 

Poems.] 

-, Nov. 5, 1853, XIII, 233-34. “Dr. 

Holmes’s Lecture on Wordsworth” 
[Reviewj. 

The London Quarterly Review, Oct. 1896, 

Lxxxvii (n.s. xxvii), 77-94. “Life and 
Letters of Oliver Wendell Holmes” 
[Review of Morse and of Jerroldj. 

McClure's Magazine, Aug. 1893, i, 213-15. 

“Human Documents” [8 portraits of 
Holmes, with biographical notej. Re¬ 
printed in Human Documents, New 
York, 1895, pp. 136-39, with ex¬ 
panded biographical note. 

Magazine of American History, Oct. 1889, xxn, 

343-44. “Oliver Wendell Holmes His 
Eightieth Birthday.” 

The Maine Monthly Magazine, Dec. 1836, i, 

285-87. “Poems; by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes” [Review]. 

The Maryland and Virginia Medical Journal, 

Sept, i860, XV, 255-60. “Dr. Holmes 
vs. the Medical Profession” [Attack 
on Currents and Counter-CurrentS]. 

-, Nov. i860, XV, 423-26. “Currents and 

Counter-Currents.” 

The Medical Examiner and Record of Medical 

Science, Dec. 1848, n.s. iv, 745-58. 
“The Report of the Committee on 
Medical Literature” [Review, noted 
in BMSJ, Dec. 20, 1848, xxxix, 427]. 

The Medical News, Apr. 21, 1883, xui, 452-57. 

“The Holmes Banquet.” 

-, Oct. 13, 1894, LXV, 413-14. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

Medical Record, Oct. 13,1894, xlvi, 465. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 


-, Nov. 25, 1905, Lxviii, 862-63. “The 

Medical Discovery of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes” [Puerperal feverj, 

Medical Times and Gazette (London), Sept. 16, 

1882, II, 346-52. [Editorial comment 
on Medical Highways and Byways.] 
Same, 356-57. “Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes on Medicine,” Reprinted in 
BMSJ, Oct. 5, 1882, evil, 331-32. 

The Methodist, Mar. 30, 1861. [Review of Elsie 

Venner.] 

-, Dec. 21, 1861. “New Volume of 

Poems by O.W.Holmes” [Review of 
Songs in Many KeyS]. 

The Modern Review (London), Jan. 1882, iii, 

223-24. “The Poems of Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes” [Review of Poetied 
Worl{S]. 

The Monthly Journal of the American Unitarian 

Association, Mar, 1861, n, 139-4®* 
[Notice of Elsie Venner.] 

-, May 1861, II, 236-37. “Currents and 

Counter-Currents in Medical Science” 
[Review]. 

-, April 1863, IV, 183-85. “Religious 

Abuse of Dr. Holmes” [Reply to arti¬ 
cle in The Boston Review]. 

The Nation, Dec. 27, 1866, in, 514. “Magazines 

for January” [Presumably by John R. 
Dennett, notice of The Guardian 
Angel; critical comments on the story 
continued in -this column, much to 
Holmes’s irritation, as follows:] iv, 
Jan. 31,1867, 87; Feb. 28,168; Apr. 4, 
273; May 2, 352; May 30, 432; June 
27, 516; v. Sept. 26, 1867, 253. 

-, Nov. 14, 1867, v, 390-91. “The 

Guardian Angel” [Reviewj. 

-, Oct. II, 1894, Lix, 264-65. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

-, Apr. 18, 1907, Lxxxiv, 363. [Review 

of Ives.] 

-, Oct. 14, 1909. Lxxxix, 345 - 4 ^* 

Holmes Celebration.” 
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-, Feb. 10, 1910, xc, 137. “A Gem Muti¬ 
lated” [Letter about “The Last Leaf,” 
signed: J.M., answered in issue of 
Feb. 24, by James H. Pershing, 

National Intelligencer, May 3, i860. [Notice of 

May issue of The Atlantic^ wholly an 
attack on TA<? Professor.^ 

The National Review (London), Oct. i86r, 

xni, 359-72. “Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes and Elsie Venner” [Reviewj. 
Reprinted in Littell's Living Age, 
Dec. 7, 1861, Lxxi, 435. 

New-England Galaxy, Feb. 5, 1830. (Notice of 

The Collegian, signed: “W,” pos¬ 
sibly by Holmes.] 

-, Feb. 26, 1830. [Review of The Col¬ 
legian, probably by the editor Fred¬ 
erick Hill, reprinting “Runaway Bal¬ 
lads.”] 

-, April 9, 1830. [Notice of The Col¬ 
legian.] 

-, July 16, 1830. [Notice of The Col¬ 
legian.] 

The New-England Magazine, Nov. 1832, in, 

425-26. “The Token, 1833” (Review, 
reprinting “The Philosopher and His 
Love” as the best in the volume). 

The New England Magazine, Oct. 1889, i, 124- 

25. “Dr. Holmes’s Pilgrim Poems.” 
229-30. “The Editor’s Table.” See also 
Cooke, G. W. 

New England Palladium, Aug. 28, 1829. “Com¬ 
mencement at Cambridge.” Reprint¬ 
ed in Cambridge Historical Soaety 
Publications. XU. Proceedings for 
the Year 79/7, Cambridge, 1925, pp. 
13-21. (A clipping from the newspa¬ 
per is in the class of ’29 record book, 
p. 85.) 

The New Englander. July 1846, iv, 455-56. (Re¬ 
view of Poems.] 

--, Feb. 1859, 277 ' 79 - (Notice of 

The Autocrat.] 

i Aug. 1859, XVII, 771-75. “The At¬ 
lantic Monthly and the Professor at 


the Breakfast Table” (Criticism of 
Holmes’s theologyj. 

-, Apr. 1861, XIX, 524-31. (Review of 

Elsie Venner.] 

-, Oct. 1861, XIX, 955-56. (Notice of 

Currents and Counter-Currents.] 

-, Jan. 1862, XXI, 158-63. “Songs in 

Many Keys” (Review]. 

-, Mar. 1879, XXXVIII, 293-95. (Review 

of Holmes’s Motley.] 

New Hampshire Statesman, Aug. 3, 1839. (Re¬ 
port of Dartmouth Phi Beta Kappa 
poem.] 

The New Jersey Medical Reporter, Mar. 1855, 

viii, 134-35. (Review of Puerperal 
Fever.] 

Newsletter, Osterhout Library, Wilkesbarre, Pa., 

Dec. 1894. 

New Vor/^ Courier and Enquirer, Dec. 22, 1855. 

[Report of New England Society ad¬ 
dress.) 

-, Apr. 26, 1859. (Lead editorial attack¬ 
ing The Professor for poisoning the 
minds of his readers. This article 
evoked Holmes’s remarks in his Uni¬ 
tarian Society address, see pages 
493 f.) Reprinted in The Boston Re¬ 
corder, May 19, 1859, XLiv, 78, with 
title “ ‘The Professor’ Again.” 

-, June 9, 1859. “The ‘Professor’ and 

the Charge of Poisoning” [Attack on 
Unitarian Society addressj. 

New Yorf(^ Herald, Dec. 23, 1855. [Report of 

New England Society address.] 

-, Dec. 24, 1855. (Report of New Eng¬ 
land Society dinner.] 

-, Oct. 9, 1894. “Tributes to ‘The Auto¬ 
crat* ” (by George Meredith, Walter 
Besant, and Edmund Gossc]. (BML 
scrapbook, p. 156.) 

New Yor\ Journal of Medicine, May 1844, ii, 

407-8. (Review of Contagiousness of 
Puerperal Fever.] 

New Yorl^ Leader. Apr. 13, 1861. “The Frog- 

pondian Prodigy” (Attack on Elsie 
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Venner, signed: “Don Cossack,” pro¬ 
testing at having been misled by Wil¬ 
liam Winter’s review of the book; a 
clipping of the review is in PA scrap¬ 
book, p. 22]. 

New Yor\ Medical Journal, Oct. 13,1894, lx, 470- 

71, “Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes.” 

-, Oct. 16, 1909, xc, 761-65, “The Cen¬ 
tenary of Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Celebration by the Medical Society of 
the County of New York.” [Contains 
contributions by Drs, H. Seymour 
Houghton, Maurice H. Richardson, 
A. Jacobi, Edward O. Otis, William 
H. Thomson.] 

New Yorl{^ Mirror, Dec. 3, 1836, xiv, 183. [Re¬ 
view of Poems.] 

New Yor\ Observer, Jan. 13, 1859, xxxvii, 17. 

[Attack on Holmes in literary col¬ 
umn, quoting Zions Herald, Watch¬ 
man and Reflector, and The Congre- 
gationalist.] 

New Yor\ Evening Post, 1853. See Appendix 5, 

Lowell Institute Lectures. 

-, Dec. 22, 1855. “Dr. Holmes on the 

Question of the Day” [Editorial, con¬ 
cerning New England Society ad¬ 
dress]. 

--, May 28, 1859. “Singular Coinci¬ 
dence” [Letter, Oswego, May 25, 
1859, signed: Nomla; about Holmes’s 
“Two Streams” and a sermon by 
Mark Hopkinsj. (PA scrapbook, p. 

II.) 

-, Aug. 29, i860. “Dr. Holmes Fighting 

the Druggists” [Review of Currents 
and Counter-Currents, in editorial 
column]. Reprinted in LittelVsLiving 
Age, Oct. 6, i860, Lxvii, 32-33. 

New Yor\ Weekly Press, Aug. 15, 1894. “The 

Autocrat to ‘The Press.’ Some Re¬ 
freshingly Frank and Sturdy Views 
of the Men and Events and Litera¬ 
ture of 1894” [Interview). See C. E. 
Wingate’s “Boston Letter,” The 


Critic, Aug. 25, 1894, xxv (n.s, xxii), 
125, in which Holmes’s repudiation 
of this interview is reported. 

The New Yor\ Times, Dec. 23,1878. “Holmes* 

Memoir of Motley” [Review]. 

-, Oct 1,1880. “Recent Poetry” [Review 

of The Iron Gate], 

- y May 6, 1883. “Dr. Holmes’s Medical 

Essays” [Reviewj. 

-, Aug. 13,1883. “Dr. Holmes’s Essays” 

[Review of Pages from an Old Vol¬ 
ume of Life]. 

-, Aug. 30, 1884. [Editorial.] 

-, Dec. 15, 1884. “Holmes’s Life of 

Emerson” [Review, largely sum¬ 
mary]. 

-, Nov. 27, 1885. “The Last Leaf” [Re¬ 
view]. 

-, Dec. 14, 1885. “A Mortal Antipathy” 

[Review]. 

-, Nov. 16, 1886. “Dr. Holmes’s Hard 

Words” [President James McCosh’s 
misunderstanding of Holmes’s poem 
for the 250th anniversary of Har¬ 
vard; President McCosh’s statement 
appeared in The Times of Nov. lyj. 

-, Nov. 6, 1887. [Review of Our Hun¬ 
dred Days,] 

-, Dec. 28, 1890. [Review of Over the 

Teacups.] 

-, Oct. 8, 1894. “Oliver Wendell 

Holmes.” 

-, Jan. 15, 1934. “Holmes the Physi¬ 
cian” [Editorial]. 

New-York, Tribune, 1853. See Appendix 5, Lo- 

well Institute Lectures. 

-, Dec. 22, 1855. [Report of New Eng¬ 
land Society address, p, 5, and brief 
comment, p. 4.] 

-, Dec. 24, 1855. “Coals to Newcastle” 

[Attacks New England Society ad¬ 
dress. Reports dinner.] 

-, Jan. 3,1856. “From Boston.” 

-, Feb. 28, 185&. “From Boston” tCo^' 

tains adverse comment on Holmes s 
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Ode for Washington’s Birthday; 
signed: “Oliver”). 

-, Dec. 20, 1878. “John Lothrop Mot¬ 
ley; by Holmes” [Reviewj. 

-, May 6, 1879. “The Autocrat of the 

Breakfast-Table. Dr. Holmes at the 
Century” (Speeches by George W. 
Curtis, Henry C. Potter, William 
Adams, R. H. Stoddard, Chief Justice 
Daly, Parke Godwin, and Richard S. 
Storrs). 

-, Aug. 29, 1879. (Editorial.) 

-, Apr. 13, 1883. “Honors to Dr. 

Holmes. The Guest of New York 
Physicians Last Night at Delmoni- 
co’s.” 

—-, June 26, 1883. (Review of Kennedy’s 

Life of Holmes.) 

-, May 22, 1886. “Dr. Holmes’s Arrival 

in England” (From the London Daily 
News-^. 

--, July 5, 1886. “Dr. Holmes in Eng¬ 
land.” 

--, Aug. 30, 1886. “The Return of Dr. 

Holmes.” 

---, Oct. 10, 1894. “TLe American Au¬ 
thors* Guild” (Resolutions). 

The North British Review, Nov. i860, xxxiii, 

476-79. “American Humour” (Review 
of The Professor and The Autocrat). 

Northwestern Christian Advocate, Nov. 7, i860. 

“Doctors and Preachers” [Attack on 
Blsie Venner). 

Notes & Queries, Dec. 24, 1932, CLxiii, 458. 

“Abraham Lincoln on a Poem by 
Oliver Wendell Holmes.” 

The Outlook^, Oct. 13, 1894, l, 578-79. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

, Dec. II, 1894, L, 916. (Review of Last 
Leaf, Holiday edition.) 

, Aug. 28, 1909, xcii, 968-71. “Oliver 
Wendell Holmes.” 

Philadelphia Journal, Feb. 23, i86i. (Review of 

Elsie Venner.)* 


Philadelphia Press, Feb. 19, 1861. “Dr. Holmes’s 

‘Elsie Venner’” (Review). 
Philadelphia Public Ledger, Aug. 31, 1892. 

“Oliver Wendell Holmes.” [A letter 
from Geo. W. Childs, to Holmes, says 
that this editorial was written by a son 
of Archdeacon Farrar, aet. 20.) 
Philadelphia Times, Oct. 28, 1894. “Dr. Holmes 

a Health Doctor.” (BML scrapbook, 
p. 360.) 

The Phillips Bulletin, Jan. 1907, p. 5; Sept. 1909, 

p. 5; July 1916, p. 16; Oct. 1927, p. 4; 
July 1928, p. 28; Oct. 1930, p. 7; Jan. 
P* 33; Apr. 1934, p. 4; Apr. 

1935. p-15; July 1935. p-32- 

Pittsfield Sun, Oct. ii, 1894. (Obituary.) 
Poet-Lore, Nov. 1894, vi, 570-76. “A School of 

Literature. How to Study ‘The Cham¬ 
bered Nautilus’ of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes” [Signed: P.A.C.]. 

The Practitioner (London), Jan. 1901, lxvi (n.s. 

xiii), 73-78. (Portrait.) 

The Presbyterian Quarterly and Princeton Re¬ 
view, Jan. 1873, II, 188. [Review of 
The Poet.) 

Providence Journal (Sunday), Oct. 14, 1894. 

“The Autocrat. Anecdotes of Holmes. 
Visits to Providence and His Interest 
in a Johnston Elm.” (BML scrap¬ 
book, p. 283.) 

*-, 6, 5^7. June. 

Publishers’ Circular (London), Mar. 18, 1893, 

Lviii, 305. (Editorial.) 

The Quarterly Review, Jan. 1867, cxxii, 232. 

“Wit and Humor: Poems by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes” (Review). 

-, Jan. 1895, cLxxx, 189-206. “The Writ¬ 
ings of Oliver Wendell Holmes” (Re¬ 
view). Reprinted in LittelVs Living 
Age, Mar. 2, 1895, cciv, 537; in The 
Eclectic Magazine, Apr. 1895, cxxiv, 
433; and in part in Morse, i, 181, 304; 

II, 16. 

• Other Philadelphia reviews of this novel are in 
PA scrapbook. 
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-, Oct. 1896, Lxxxvii, 77-94. fReview 

of Morse.] 

The Sanitarian, 1883, xi, 337. “Oliver Wendell 

Holmes” (Portrait). 

The Saturday Review (London), Apr. 6, 1861, 

XI, 351-52. [Review of Elsie Venner.] 

-, Nov. 9, 1867, XXIV, 607-8. “The 

Guardian Angel” [Reviewj. 

-, Dec. 14, 1872, xxxiv, 767-69. “The 

Poet at the Breakfast-Table” [Re¬ 
view]. 

-, May 17, 1884, Lvii, 651. “Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes” [Review of Brown’s 
Life^. 

-, Oct. 13, 1884, Lxxviii, 406-7. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

Scholastic, Feb. 12, 1945, xlvi, 12. “Builders of 

America; Picture Biography.” 

Science Digest, July 1945, xviii, 53, “He Jumped 

the Gun on Freud.” 

-, July 1950, XXVIII, 88-92. “Contagious¬ 
ness of Puerperal Fever.” 

Scribner's Magazine, Dec. 1894, xvi, 791-92. 

“The Point of View.” 

Scribner's Monthly, Mar. 1879, xii, 760. 

“Holmes’s ‘The School-Boy’” [Re¬ 
view]. 

-, Nov. 1880, XXI, 157-58. “Holmes’s 

‘Iron Gate’” [Reviewj. 

The Southern Literary Messenger, Sept. 1848, 

XIV, 555-61. “The Theory of the 
Toilet” [Notice of Urania^. 

-, Dec. 1858, xxvii (n.s. vi), 474-76. 

[Review of The Autocrat.] 

-, Jan. i860, XXX (n.s. ix), 79-80. (Re¬ 
view ot The Professor.] 

-, May 1861, xxxii (n.s. xi), 407-8. [Re¬ 
view of Elsie Venner.] 

-, Nov. and Dec, 1862, xxxv (n.s. xiv), 

690. [Reprints Whittier’s “The Battle 
Autumn of 1862” and bets 10 to i 
that Holmes wrote it.j 

The Southern Quarterly Review, Apr. 1851, xix 

(n.s. in), 563-64. [Review of Astraa.] 

The Southern Review (Baltimore), Oct. 1871, 


IX, 978-83. “Mechanism in Thought 
and Morals” [Reviewj. 

The Southern Review (St. Louis), July 1873, 

XIII, 26-36. [Review of The Poet.] 

The Spectator, May 15, 1886, lix, 650-51. “The 

American Montaigne.” 

-, June 23, 1888, Lxi, 855-56. “Three 

Volumes of Verse” [Review of Before 
the Curfew, attributed to T. T. Pal- 
grave by J. Scott Clark in A Study of 
English Prose Writers, 1898, p. 839]. 

-, Sept. 17, 1892, Lxix, 387-88. “Works 

of Oliver Wendell Holmes” [Re¬ 
view], 

-, Oct. 13, 1894, Lxxiii, 485-87. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes.” 

-, May 16, 1896, Lxxvi, 699-700. “Oliver 

Wendell Holmes on Immortality.” 

Springfield Republican, Feb. 23, 1861. [Review 

of Elsie Venner.] 

-, Oct. 8, 1894. [Editorial]; Oct. 9, 

“Further Thoughts Concerning 
Holmes.” 

The Standard (London), Oct. 9,1894. [Editorial 

by New York correspondent.] 

The Studio, Aug. 1887, n.s. in, 39, “A Portrait 

of Oliver Wendell Holmes by Mrs. 
Anna Lea Merritt.” 

Taunton Democrat, Jan. 6, i860. [Review of The 

Professor.] 

Time, Jan. 10, 1944, xliii, 75-76. “The Auto¬ 
crat, the Confessional.” 

To-Day: A Boston Literary Journal, Aug. 7 » 

1852, n, 88. [Criticism of review of 
Poems in New Quarterly Review, 
July 1852.] 

-- —, Nov. 6, 1852, II, 296. [Authorship of 

“Evening, by a Tailor.”] 

Vanity Fair (New York), Nov. 3, i860, ii, 222. 

“Brief Biographies. After Smiles 
(Several) Dr. Holmes” [Mock biog¬ 
raphy with caricature]. 

The Western Messenger, May 1837, in, 684-89. 

“Poems, by Oliver Wendell Holmes 
[Review, probably by J. F. Clarkc]. 
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Wisconsin Press, Dec. 20, 1857. “The Autocrat 

of the Breakfast Table.” 

The Writer, Nov. 1894, vii, Holmes Memorial 

Number. Contains tributes and rem¬ 
iniscences by the following: F. B. 
Sanborn, Charles Dudley Warner, 
Edward Eggleston, H. H. Boyeson, 
W. H. Furness, C. A. Bartol, G. W. 
Cable, Oscar Fay Adams, S. F. Smith, 
Frank L. Stanton, Noah Brooks, 
Capt. Charles King, Margaret Sid¬ 
ney, Julia C. R. Dorr, Samuel Min- 
turn Peck, Elbridge S. Brooks, Don¬ 
ald G. Mitchell, Jas. Jeflrey Roche, 
N. H. Dole, Nicholas P. Gilman, Wil¬ 
liam H. Hayne, Joel Benton, Grace 
King, Caroline H. Dali, Edgar Faw¬ 
cett, Richard Burton, Junius Henri 
Browne, Arlo Bates, Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox, Hamlin Garland, Hamilton 
W. Mabie, J. T. Trowbridge, and the 
editor; also a letter from Holmes to 
E. E. Hale, Dec, 7, 1869. 

—-, Dec. 1894, VII, 183. “More Personal 

Tributes to Dr. Holmes” [From Edna 
Dean Proctor, Thomas Nelson Page, 
Louise Chandler Moulton, E. S. P. 
Ward, Joaquin Millerj. 

The Yale Literary Magazine, Feb. 1837, ii, 113- 

24. [Review of Poems.] 

The Youth's Companion, July 10, i884,lvii, 279. 

POEMS, PARODIES, AND POETICAL ALLUSIONS 

Anonymous. “Elsie Venner; or the Doctor Done 

Brown.” [Signed:] “L.W.” Bangor 
Evening Times, i860 or 1861. (Clip¬ 
ping in PA scrapbook, p. 23.) 

. “To Doctor O.W-Holmes.” (Signed: 
G.M.C., dated: August 28th 1862. 
An answer to Holmes’s “Stay-at- 
Home Rangers.”] Rochester Union 
and Advertiser, Aug. 1862. (Clipping 
in PA scrapbook, p. ii.) 

. “Sir Tabitha and the Fleshpots.” 
Pall Mall Gazette, July 20,1892. 


-. “The Autocrat” [Begins:] “Gone is 

the dear old Autocrat.” [Signed:] 
“Recrem.” New York^ World, Oct. 14, 
1894. (BML scrapbook, p. 290.) 

-. “Oliver Wendell Holmes.” Glasgow 

Herald, Aug. 29, 1909. Reprinted in 
Journal of Education, Oct. 28, 1909, 
Lxx, 429. 

Abenheim, L. “Vorwort.” Der Tisch-Despot, 

1876. See Part I, page 77. 

Aldrich, Thomas Bailey. “The Sailing of the 

Autocrat.” Harper s Magazine, May 
1893, Lxxxvi, 977. Reprinted in The 
Cntic, May 6, 1893, xxv (n.s. xxii), 
288. A manuscript in the Berg col¬ 
lection, New York Public Library, is 
dated “Ponkapog, Mass., Aug. i, 

1893. ” Also in Poems, Boston, 1897, 
II, 91-93, with additional lines dated 

1894. (Not in the Sisters' Tragedy, 
1891. See Ives, p. 277.) 

Bennett, W. C. “Sonnet Written in Dr. Holmes’s 

‘Elsie Venner’” [dated:] May 20, 
1861. [Clipping from London Liter¬ 
ary Gazette, PA scrapbook.] 

Bensel, James Berry. “To O.W.Holmes” [Be¬ 
gins:] “And yet you have securely har¬ 
vested.” Dated: Lynn, Mass. October, 
1884, LW, Oct. 18, 1884, XV, 355. 

Betts, Craven Langstroth. “In Praise of Dr. 

Holmes.” The Critic, Sept. 3, 1892, 
XXI (n.s. xviii), 123. 

Bigelow, Jacob. “To a Tadpole. By O.W.H.” 

Eolopesis, New York, 1855. Pp. 51-60. 
Reprinted in part, Ives, p. 279. 

Bigelow, Walter Storrs. “To Oliver Wendell 

Holmes.” The New England Maga¬ 
zine, Mar. 1893, VIII, 60. 

-. “In Memoriam. O.W.H,” The Critic, 

Oct. 10, 1896, XXIX (n.s. xxvi), 207. 

Bradlee, Caleb D. “Hon. O.W.Holmes, M.D., 

L.L.D. 1809 80 1889” [Begins:] 

“Our hearts to thee in joy do turn.” 
Broadside. Boston. 1889. (Copy in the 
American Antiquarian Society.) 
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Byers, S. H. M, ‘‘Oliver Wendell Holmes’* [Be¬ 
gins:] “So the guest of honor’s left 
us.” The Midland Monthly (Des 
Moines, Iowa), Dec. 1894, 'h 447 * 

Cane, Melville H. “There once was a doctor 

named Holmes.” [Limerick.] The 
Pleasures of Publishing (Columbia 
University Press), Sept. 30, 1940, vii, 
40. 

Chapman, H. G. “Poem.” Porcellian Club Cen¬ 
tennial iygi-i8gi. Cambridge. 1891. 
P. 29. 

Chesley, Charles Henry. “Oliver Wendell 

Holmes” [Begins:] “Genius of dual 
flame,” Boo\ News Monthly, Aug. 
1909, xxvii, 913. (But see O’Meara.) 

Clark, George H. “A Berkshire Breeze.” The 

Knic\erboc\er , Apr. 1856, xlvii, 336- 
40. 

Clarke, James Freeman. “Oliver Wendell 

Holmes.” Boston Traveller, Jan. 1880. 

-. [Bon Voyage poem, no title.] Morse, 

II, 104, 106; Ives, pp. 279-80. 

Comerford, Ethel Frances. “In Memoriam. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes” [Begins:] 
“When the grand October sunlight.” 
Fitchburg Sentinel, Oct. 16, 1894. 
(BML scrapbook, p. 321.) 

Cranch, Christopher P. [No tide, begins:] “A 

fountain in our green New England 
hills” (For Holmes’s 70th birthday 
breakfast]. BDA, Dec. 4, 1879. AM, 
Feb. 1880, supplement, xlv, 17. Ives, 
p. 280. 

DeKay, Charles. [No tide, begins:] “Kinsman, 

because of Katerina sung.” [Signed:] 
“C. de K.”; dated: New York, 23 
Aug. 1884. The Critic, Aug. 30,1884, 
V (n.s. ii), 100. 

Dorr, Julia. “Four Letters,” [Unsigned.] Scrib¬ 
ners Monthly, Dec. 1880, ii, 200. Re¬ 
printed in Rutland Weeh^y Herald, 
Oct. 20, 1894 (BML scrapbook, p. 
336). Referring to Abiel Holmes’s rec¬ 
ord of his son’s birth (see Morse, i, 


20) and written for the breakfast of 
Dec. 3, 1879. Holmes’s letters about 
it to Mrs, Dorr are in the Middlebury 
College library, 

-. [No tide, begins:] “How shall I 

crown this child?” The Critic, Aug. 
30,1884, V (n.s. 11), 100. 

-. “O.W.H. (Aug. 29, 1809).” The 

Writer, Nov. 1894, vii, 163. 

Dunham, Carroll. “A Return Compliment to 

Allopathists.” See page 394, The 
Stability of Science. 

Everett, William. “Olivario Wendell Holmes 

Fontium poetae respondet Triton in- 
conditus.” First printed in part here, 
page 397, Stratford-on-Avon. The 
manuscript, with letter dated Aug. 23, 
1887, is in the Harvard Holmes col¬ 
lection. 

-. “O.W.H. 7 October, 1894” [Begins;] 

“One poet more.” The New England 
Magazine, Nov. 1894, xi, 282. Re¬ 
printed in MHS, 1895, XXIX (2d ser. 
ix), 161-62; and Ives, pp. 281-82. 

Farley, Marion A, T. “Crowned” [Begins:] “In 

wisely humorous plan he built the 
fane.” BDA, Aug. 29,1889- 

Fields, James T. [No tide, begins:] “Strength to 

his hours of many toil.” AM, Feb. 
1880, supplement, xlv, 19. 

Fisher, George D. [No tide, begins:] “What 

more than that the severing should 
confer.” The Critic, Aug. 30* ^^84, 

V (n.s. ii), ioi. 

Folsom, Sarah S. “Lines Written at the Close of 

Dr. Holmes’s Lectures on English 
Poetry.” [Dated:] May 2, 1853. Au¬ 
tumn Leaves. [Ed. by Anne Wales 
Abbot.] Cambridge. 1853. 

Forrester, Frances. “Oliver Wendell Holmes 

[Begins:] “And you! of all the glow¬ 
ing names.” Chicago Inter-Ocean, 
Oct. 21, 1894. (BML scrapbook, p. 

343 *) . „ 

Galvin, Mary B. “Oliver Wendell Holmes [Be- 
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gins:j “Suddenly, silendy he passed 
away.” Indianapolis News, Oct. 13, 
1894. (BML scrapbook, p. 273.) 

Gilder, Richard Watson. “August 29, 1809" (Be¬ 
gins:] “God bless the day!” The 
Critic, Aug. 30, 1884, v (n.s. n), 102. 
Reprinted in NYMj, Oct. 16, 1909, 
xc, 765; and Ives, p. 283. 

Gosse, Edmund. “An Epistle to Dr. Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes on His Seventy-Fifth 
Birthday, August 29, 1884.” Printed 
simultaneously in The Athenceum, 
Aug. 30, 1884, p. 274, and The Critic, 
Aug. 30, 1884, V (n.s. ii), 102, with 
title: “Letter to Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, on His Seventy-Fifth Birth¬ 
day,” and dated: London, 7th Aug. 
1884. Privately printed (40 copies) 
as a 4'page leaflet with title: “An 
Epistle,” etc. (HCL). 

Guild, Curtis. “To Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

Aug. 29, 1889” [Begins:] “Dear poet 
of our youthful days.” Boston Com¬ 
mercial Bulletin, Aug. 29, 1889. Re¬ 
printed in BDA, Sept. 2, 1889; in The 
Critic, Sept. 21, 1889, xv (n.s. xii), 
140; and as a broadside (HCL). 

Hale, Edward Everett. “Of the Chief, — and To 

Him” [Begins:] “He taught me my 
geology.” The Critic, Aug. 30, 1884, 
v (n.s. ii), 103. 

Hannafin, P. H. “Dr. Holmes” [Begins:] “The 

sweetest poet.” Lowell News, Oct. 13, 
1894. (BML scrapbook, p. 258.) 

Harte, Bret. “Our Laureate” [Begins:] “One day 

from groves of pine and palm.” The 
Critic, Aug. 30, 1884, v (n.s. ii), 103. 
Reprinted in Ives, pp. 283-84. 

Heitland, W. E. “Lines of Greeting to Dr Oliver 

Wendell Holmes at Breakfast in 
Combination Room, St. John’s Col¬ 
lege, Cambridge, England.” The 
Academy, July 3, 1886, xxx, 9. Re¬ 
printed in The Critic, July 10, 1886, 
IX (n.s. vi), 32. Also as a 4-page leaf¬ 


let, with title as above, and initials: 
W.E.H., and date: June i8th 1886, 
at the end. Quoted by Holmes in Our 
Hundred Days, Riv. x, 79. 

Holliday, Carl. “Concerning Holmes” [Begins:] 

“Certain modern scribblers say.” 

News Monthly, Aug. 1909, 
xxvii, 910. 

Holyoke, Frank. “To Dr. Oliver Wendell 

Holmes” [Begins:] “The poets of our 
fathers’ time.” Springfield Republi¬ 
can, Oct. 25, 1894. (BML scrapbook, 

P* 354 ') 

Houghton. See Milnes, R. Monckton. 

Howe, Julia Ward. “A Vision of Montgomery 

Place.” Words for the Hour. Boston. 

1857. Pp. 115-18. 

-. [No title, begins:] “Thou metaphoric 

god.” BDA, Dec. 4, 1879. AAf, Feb. 
1880, supplement, xlv, 8. 

Jackson, Helen Hunt. “To Oliver Wendell 

Holmes, on His Seventieth Birthday” 
[Begins:] “All days are birthdays.” 
BDA, Dec. 4, 1879. AM, Feb. 1880, 
supplement, xlv, 9. 

James, Bushrod W. “Oliver Wendell Holmes” 

[Begins:] “Softly the clock ticks on.” 
The Arena, Dec. 1894, xi, 55. 

Larcom, Lucy. “O.W.H. Aug. 29, 1879.” ^^i^d 

Roses of Cape Ann. Boston. 1880. 
Pp. 178-79. 

Lathrop, George Parsons. “Youth to the Poet” 

[Begins:] “Strange spell of youth for 
age and age for youth.” Scribner s 
Monthly, Mar. 1880, xix, 740. 

Leggett, Benjamin F. “To Oliver Wendell 

Holmes.” LW, Dec. 29, 1883, xiv, 
480. 

Lidstone, James T. S, The Bostoniad. Boston. 

1853. P. 31. 

Locker-Lampson, Frederick. “Dr. Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes” [Begins:] “From Boston 
Town they write to say.” The Critic, 
Aug. 30, 1884, v (n.s. ii), 104. Re¬ 
printed in Ives, p. 284. 
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Lowder, William Lane. “Eulogy on Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes.” The Physician and Sur- 
geon, June 1911, xxxiii, 182, 226, 252, 

Lowell, James Russell. A Table for Critics. Bos¬ 
ton. 1848. 

-. “To O.W.H. on His 75th Birthday” 

[Begins:] “Dear Wendell, why need 
count the years.” The Critic, Sept. 20, 
1884, V (n.s. 11), 133. Also in Hearts¬ 
ease and Rue, Boston, 1888, pp. 23-25. 

Milnes, R. Monckton, Lord Houghton. “To 

Oliver Wendell Holmes. An Invita¬ 
tion to England from a Brother Poet” 
[Begins:] “When Genius from the 
furthest West.” The Critic, Aug. 30, 
1884, V (n.s. ii), 104. 

Mitchell, S. Weir. “Verses Read on the Presenta¬ 
tion by S. Weir Mitchell to the Phila¬ 
delphia College of Physicians of Sarah 
W. Whitman’s Portrait of Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, M.D. Associate 
Fellow. April 30th 1892.” BMSJ, May 
5, 1892, cxxvi, 451. Also as booklet, 
8 leaves, the first with the title as 
above, and the verso of the last with 
the note: University of Pennsylvania 
Press. The author’s name appears at 
the close of the poem. A manuscript, 
not in Mitchell’s hand, is in the Har¬ 
vard Holmes collection. Reprinted in 
Collected Poems, New York, 1896, 
p. 344. 

Monkittrick, R. K. “To Oliver Wendell Holmes 

On Reading ‘A Mortal Antipathy’ ” 
[Begins:] “O poet there’s no twilight 
in your life.” The Century Magazine, 
Feb. 1887, xxxni (n.s. xi), 656. 

Morse, James Herbert. (No title, begins:] 

“Eighteen hundred and nine you 
say.” The Critic, Aug. 30,1884, v (n.s. 
11), 105. (Second poem, no title, be¬ 
gins:] “‘Little I ask, my wants are 
few.’ ” Same. 

Mortimer, Frank C. “A Tribute to Oliver Wen¬ 
dell Holmes” [Begins:] “Lo! the years 


passed swiftly by.” The Autocrat 
Club, San Francisco, Annual Break¬ 
fast Commemorating the One Hun¬ 
dredth Anniversary of the Birth of 
Dr. Holmes. August 29th 1909. 
[Menu, p. 3.] (HCL.) 

Nelson, Charles Alexander, “Oliver Wendell 

Holmes” [Begins.*] “Oh! sweetest 
singer of the band.” BET, Nov. 30, 
1894. (Read at Harvard Club, N. Y.) 
(BML scrapbook, p. 389.) 

O’Meara, Henry. “Oliver Wendell Holmes” 

[Begins:] “Genius of dual flame by 
Nature lit.” BET, Oct. 9,1894. (BML 
scrapbook, p. 146.) 

Overall, John W. “Oliver Wendell Holmes.” 

New Yorf^ Mercury, Oct. 13, 1894. 
(BML scrapbook, p. 263.) 

Paden, Mamie. “Oliver Wendell Holmes, De¬ 
cember 3, 1880” [Begins:] “Lo, the 
dreary stretch of desert.” Cincinnati 
Enquirer, Dec. 4, 1880. 

Page, C. A. “O.W.Holmes” [Begins:] “I was 

sitting in my easy-chair, a comfortable 
rocker.” The Knicl^erbocl^er, Mar. 
1849, XXXIII, 290. 

Palfrey, S. H. “A Dirge. Oliver Wendell 

Holmes” fBegins:, “Last wearer of 
great laurels.” BET, Oct. 12,1894. 

Parsons, T. W. “A Word for the Poets.” See 

page 412, Voice of the Loyal North. 

-. “To O.W.H.” (Begins:, "One who 

for threescore years.” (1869.1 The 
Century Magazine, Oct. 1901, lxii 
(n.s. xl), 936. 

Pindar, Susan C. “Oliver Wendell Holmes” 

[Begins:] “O bard beloved.” Newton 
Journal, Nov. 9, 1894. (BML scrap¬ 
book, p. 383.) 

Pollock, Sir Frederick. “Paulo Post, To Dr. a 

W. Holmes on His 75th Birthday” 
[Begins:] “On halting feet, all out of 
time.” Recreations of the Rabelais 

Club, 1882-188$. London. 1885. P. 3 * 
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Punch, Dec. 9, 1882, lxxxiii, 274. “Sweet 

Holmes!” (Begins:) “Your Health, 
dear ‘Autocrat’!” Reprinted in BMSJ, 

Jan. 25, 1883, cviii, 86; Ives, p. 275. 

-, July 25, 1885, Lxxxix, 37. See page 

340, Lowell, 1885. 

-, Apr. 10, 1886, xc, 178. “Lyrics in a Li¬ 
brary. II. To Oliver Wendell Holmes” 
[Begins:] “O thou, whose wisdom 
and whose wit.” Reprinted in Ives, 

PP* 275 ' 77 - 

-, Oct, 20, 1894, cvn, 191. “ ‘The Auto¬ 
crat.* Oliver Wendell Holmes” (Be¬ 
gins:) “‘The Last Leaf!’ Can it be 
true.” Reprinted in Morse, ii, 96; in 
The Avon Booklet, Aug. 1903, i, 35; 
in Ives, 277-78; and in Oliver IVen- 
dell Holmes: Representative Selec¬ 
tions, ed. by S. 1 . Hayakawa and H. 
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Ticknor and (&) Company (Co.), 2, 37, 42, 75, 578 
Ticknor and (&) Fields, 2, 34, 44, 73, 75, 76, 77, 86-87, 
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